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THE AWARD-WINNING NEWSPAPFR 



When you stand at the site of a massacre, two things happen. First, you wonder 
about the depths of the human spirit. And then you ask yourself how many lies 
can be told about it. The highway of death between Prizren and Djakovica - on 
which the Serbs say Nato slaughtered 74 Kosovo Albanian refugees in a series 
of bombing raids - is no different. 

Only hours after I slipped on a dead man’s torso near an old Turkish bridge, 
y less than a day after I stood by the body of a young and beautiful girl - her eyes gently staring 
i ^ at me between half-closed lids, the bottom half of her head bathed in blood - 1 watched 
| , J ames Shea, Nato’s spokesman, trying to explain yesterday why Nato still didn’t know what 
! j %ad happened on Wednesday. 
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AH those torn and man- the flotsam of humanity some cases collected - a 
gled bodies I had just seen - along the Serbian border 12 number of bomb and missile 
the old man ripped in half miles away It was a wicked- parts. At Gradis, I came 
and blasted into a tree at ness I saw, the very mo- across part of a missile cir- 
Gradis, the smouldering ment of eviL When I drove cuit board, its congealed 
skeleton with OD^rtbody, through Pozeranje again wiring attached to a plate 
still flesh-adhering foot over yesterday it was empty save which contains a manufac- 
thebackofa trailer at Terez- for four horses running lose turer's code, 
ick Most, the dead, naked on the main road. Yesterday’s Independent 

man slouched over the steer- So why dwell on the 74 carried some of this. But 
ing wheel of a burnt tractor dead Kosovo Albanians Nato will need the fullest pos- 
- all, apparently, were a mys- whose remains have been sible information to trace 
tery to Nato. So perhaps The left in such indignity along this piece of ordnance quick- 
Independent can help dear the Prizren-Djakovica road? ly. The full code (the brack- 
up this unhappy state of af- Because the Serbs wanted ets are empty on the 

fairs with some evidence - us to see them? Because original reads as follows: 

damning perhaps, certainly Nato was already embar- SCHEM 872110 () 
important - from the scene, rassedbythe Serb claims of 96214ASSY8721122 - 
But first a pause, to reflect their slaughter? Because it MSN 63341 [remaining 
on atrotities. The Serbs are “evens the balance” - it does figures obscured by 
“ethnically cleansing” Koso- not - between Serbia and its detonation damage] 
vo. It is a war crime. If Nato enemies? It shouldn't take Nato ar- 

, massacred the 74 Albani- No, I suspect that the road maments experts more than 

; w ans, the Serbs have killed of death and its terrible a few hours to find out where 
j many more. On Thursday, I corpses is a challenge not to that code came from -indeed 

f saw four buses in Kosovo Nato’s propaganda but to what aircraft carried and 

i packed with terrified Alban- its morality Nato, we are re- fired that missile. Its pilot - 

j ian women and children and peatedly told, represents if it was a Nato bomb - will 

j old men, black curtains at the “us", the good moral, de- then be able to explain why 

| windows of the buses in an cent people who oppose lies he fired it 

- attempt to hide their pres- and murder. So Nato has a At Velika Krusa. I found 

ence. And at a square in the case to answer - for all our the fusing of an aerial bomb 

; otherwise deserted town of sakes. And the evidence lies next to a smashed trailer 

| Pozeranje, near Urosevac, I on that awful road with its containing the belongings of 

i passed at least 200 pathetic eviscerated people and its 35 Albanian refugees, four of 

1 Kosovo Albanians, exhaust- bomb craters. whom - ail women - were 

{ ed, frightened, carrying plas- Nato “thinks" it bombed a killed in this air strike. I also 

? tic bags of clothes and tractor on a road north of have in my possession u’hat 

battered holdalls, the old Djakovica. Indeed, Nato’s may be a swivel system to an 

women in scarves, the young military spokesman would aerial bomb. It is one-inch 

women clutching children say yesterday only that is square, very damaged (As 

$ to their bosoms, the old men was “possibly" a tractor Mr stand for the illegible parts) 

wearing black berets; all Shea - or “Jamie" as he en- - but carries the code: 

were standing tightly to- joins us to call him -says he “X6214 - 837XNY". 

gether for protection, like is still trying to find out what At Gradis. I found a large 

animals. happened to the 74 refugees, bomb part green in colour 

They were waiting for an- Nato needs more time, he but with stencilled colour 

other bus, I suppose - and, tells us, to assess what it code in English, whose hill 

not for the first time these bombed and did not bomb, code reads: 
past three, weeks, I thought Well perhaps I can help wing assembly 

of other scenes, in Eastern Jamie to speed up his en- 96214 assy 

Europe just over half a cen- quiries. Of the four air-strike 78-201872 872128 
tuiy ago. At Fozeraqje, I was locations, I have visited the date of mfg 3/73 

seeing these poor people - first three -at Velika Krusa, Another similar bomb 

for a few seconds only, from Gradis and Terzick Most - part contained the numbers: 
a vehicle window - at the and they run consecutively 962 1 aassy 

very moment of their dis- from east to west along the 887760-4 

possession, on the very day Prizren-Djakovica road. At At Gradis, too, part of 

^ of their “cleansing”, within the third,! came across four what appeared to be a 

^ hours of their arrival among bomb craters. I saw -and in detonator contained a sec- 



tion of manufacturer's name: 

- TER Co Inc 

13250 

Again. Nato intelligence 
authorities should be able io 
work out some of those cod- 
ings within a few minutes. 
Anothei piece of a bomb had 
the single word "BELNDIX" 
stamped on the metal. Other 
bomb and missile fragments 
contained moving fin as- 
sembly parts. Most of the 
shrapnel was so sharp it 
that it cut the hands of those 
who touched it. The corpses 
showed what happened 
when the bomb parts shred- 
ded them alive. One of the 
bodies lying in a field at 
Terezicki Most - that of a 
man in his 40s - had the top 
of his head cut cleanly off. 
along with his brain and eyes 
so that his face had turned 
into an actor’s mask. A 
middle-aged woman in a pur- 
ple pullover and brightly 
flowered skirt with her eyes 
open and a pale waxen face, 
had had her neck cut open. 

Now, maybe Nato will find 
that these bomb and missile 
assembly parts belonged to 
weapons sold to other gov- 
ernments. Perhaps they will 
be able lo claim that a 
Balkan nation was given the 
aerial bomb whose wing as- 
sembly number is recorded 
above. In which case, maybe 
Nato will say that the Yu- 
goslav air force - of which not 
a single aircraft has been 
seen in the air since the 
start of the Nato bombard- 
ment - carried out this mas- 
sacre of Albanian refugees. 

Certainly. Yugoslav army- 
officers at the bomb sites 
made no attempt to prevent 
photographer taking pic- 
tures of the larger pieces 
(though they showed no in- 
terest in the codings and 
seemed unable to under- 
stand my interest). And I saw 
one photographer drag a 
piece of bomb several metres 
and turn it over for a better 


photograph. But given the 
time available and the chaos 
on iha road - Nato air raids 
were going on within a mile 
of us as we examined the 
bomb sites - it is impossible 
to believe that the Serbs had 
time to construct these ter- 
rible scenes. 

At Gradis. there was evi- 
dence of strafing as well as 
aerial bombing. Huge 
troughs had been cut into the 
earth, each two feet in 
length, separated by up to 10 
feet and unevenly separated 
as if a drunken monster had 
lurched through the field 
and on to the road. These ap- 
peared identical to the can- 
non fire marks 1 found at the 
scene of American A- 10 
“Tankbuster” strikes in the 
1991 Gulf War. But there 
were no bumt-out tanks on 
the Prizren-Djakovica road; 
only tractors and trailers 
and an old milk-yellow van 
turned inside out by the ex- 
plosion which destroyed it. 

Along miJes of the same 
mad were other tractors, 
some scorched, most aban- 
doned, apparently in panic, at 
the side of the road. The few 
Kosovo Albanians we found 
spoke of thousands on the 
road that day - 14 .April - and 
it appears that they were 
moving in both directions. 
Survivors have said they 
came from the border, were 
moved to Djakovica and then 
told by Sert> forces to move 
to Prizren Most say they had 
no Serb escorts. I saw those 
awful buses with the black 
curtains moving in both di- 
rections near Prizren «n 
Thursday. “Ethnic cleans- 
ing” is not a precise art. Nor 
is fear Undoubtedly some of 
ihe Kosovo Albanians on the 
road were terrified of the 
aircraft which bombed them 
in four separate locations. 
The fourth attack took place 
at Meja on the other side of 
Djakovica. 

It wasn't difficult forme to 


imagine the terror on that 
road. While we were picking 
our way through the corpses 
of TOrezicki Most, Nato 
planes dropped bombs less 
than a mile away - duster 
bombs from the sound of 
them - and a series of mas- 
sive explosions changed the 
air pressure around us. We 
watched the skies. From 
time to time, we could hear 
- but not see - Nato jets 
power-diving. Columns of 
dark smoke billowed over the 
bright green fields. 

But we found ho military 
wreckage. Not a smashed 
rifle, not a piece of armour. 
There was a lot of glass on 
parts of the road - not a 
commodity to find in large 
amounts on military vehi- 
cles. The only victims of 
these air strikes appeared to 
be civilians. At TCrezicki 
Most. I counted 13 corpses 
and other body parts. A mis- 
sile had rammed a tractor 
setting fire to its trailer and 
incinerating all inside. In the 
Prizren hospital mortuary, six 
corpses lay on the concrete 
floor. There was a woman, 
breasts exposed, on the right, 
a delicate child dose to her 
with a bloodied face. A piece 
of paper with the number “1” 
written on it had been pinned 
to the sliroud half covering an 
unknown man. We had 
names for the rest: Fikrija 
Sulja. finer Celja, Ferat Ba- 
jrami. Persad Sanfjli and 
Nerdgivare Zecin. 

Along the road, there were 
clothes and rags and broken 
cups and saucers beside the 
bomb sites and photograph al- 
bums and family snapshots. 

F picked up photographs of a 
pretty young Kosovo Albanian 
woman with a lace blouse and 
euris and long black earrings, 
of a smiling four-year old boy 
in a T-shirt standing on a 
sofo behind a vase of sun- 
flowers, of the boy’s parents 
and two other brothers on the 
same sofa, of two old women 
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in Muslim scarves and of a 
blood group certificate - Rhe- 
sus positive - for a. woman 
named Rama Resrarje, dated 
16 March 1993. 

Did she live or die? Were 
the little boy and his parents 
and brothers torn apart in 
the air strikes on Wednes- 
day? And what of the pretty 
woman in the earrings? If 
they survived, they deserve 
to know why their family 
and friends died. If they were 
killed, we deserve to know 
why. That these people were 
massacred in air strikes I do 
not doubt I fear very much 
that they were slaughtered 
by Nato. If so, why? Was this 


some terrible error about 
which Nato - after its attack 
on a passenger train last 
week- fears to tell us? Or did 
some Nato pilots (and this 
massacre needed three or 
four planes) make an error 
and agree to cover it up? Or 
- most awful of all - did a 
Nato pilot do something ter- 
rible, inexplicable, two days 
ago and then lie about it? 

Nato, I suspect can tell us. 
And those of us who walked 
among the innocent dead 
on the road from Prizren to 
Djakovica this week are wait- 
ing to hear Jamie tell the 
truth. 


Garnet Point. 
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“We would sooner 
abandon strikes than risk 
civilian casualties" 

Tony Lloyd, Foreign 
Office minister 


"The Serb military is now 
caught in a vice between 
the KLA and Nato forces" 

Jamie Shea , 
Nato spokesman 


“Stay here and leave your j “I don’t want to be a 
bones or run away ... the 1 sparring partner to lying 
choice is yours" j international thugs 

Nato leaflets dropped | Ratko Mladic, 


over Kosovo 


lon’t want to be a “The situation is alarming 

irring partner to lying and, little by little, it is 

?rnational thugs” getting out of control” 

Ratko Mladic, Milo Djukanovic, 

Bosnian Serb general Montenegro’s President 


“To achieve resettlement, 
there will have to be 
ground troops” : 
Borislav Skegro, Croatia’s 
Deputy Prime Minister 
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THE RISKS TO THE REGION 


By Rupert Cornwell, 


DESPITE THE furore over who 
was to blame for the slaughter 
of civilians in southern Kosovo, 
Nato stepped up its bombing of 
Yugoslavia yesterday amid ev- 
idence that President Slobodan 
Milosevic has begun a merci- 
less new push to drive ethnic Al- 
banians from the province. 

In Brussels, alliance spokes- 
men threw little tight on the cir- 
cumstance of Thursday's 
carnage near Djakovica saying 
Nato would accept responsi- 
bility only for an attack north of 
the town. They appeared to 
deny that allied planes had 
caused the slaughter on the 
road south of the town, in which 
the Serbs say 64 ethnic Alba- 
nians died, some of them liter- 
ally blown to pieces. 

But as the doubt and confu- 
sion last night swirled over 
Djakovica, other thin gs were 
crystal clear - that the war is 
escalating, that Kosovo's des- 
perate humanitarian crisis is 
deepening further, and the risk 
of the conflict spreading into 
other countries is becoming 
ever more apparent. 

According to the United Na- 
tions High Commission for 
Refugees, a further 100,000 
refugees are on the way to the 
Macedonian border; including 


50.000 from the Gnjilane region 
in southern Kosovo. In addition. 

5.000 people crossed over into 
Albania yesterday, as reports 
multiplied of Serb forces sys- 
tematically emptying towns 
and villages of their populations 
and laying waste to the land. 

If the figures are remotely 
accurate, it will mean that a 
third of the ethnic Albanian 
population have been driven 
from the province, apart from 
the unknown numbers still 
within it caught between in- 
tensifying bombardment from 
the air and ethnic cleansing on 
the ground 

Among planners in Nato 
capitals the urgency is growing. 
In Washington, the Pentagon 
announced it was considering 
calling up 33,000 reservists, 
while George Robertson, the 
Defence Secretary, inched clos- 
er to sending Nato ground 
troops to drive the Serbs from 
Kosovo by force. Officially, such 
a move is not on the table, but 
Mr Robertson left the option 
open, saying that plans “must 
be kept under review". 

Meanwhile, Nato is step- 
ping up the aerial pounding, 
hittinga range of targets in and 
around Belgrade yesterday, as 
well as in Montenegro. Serbia's 


junior and sole remaining sis- 
ter republic in the Yugoslav 
Federation. Allied warplanes 
had “one of the best nights 
yet”, according to Jamie Shea, 
the Nato spokesman, claiming 
hits on tanks, MiG fighters, 
artillery and anti-aircraft 
installations. 

Nato officials insist that the 
allied hammering of Serb po- 
sitions, disrupting fuel sup- 
plies and communications, was 
helping the lightly armed Koso- 
vo Liberation Army (KLA) 
guerrillas step up their ma- 
rauding against Milosevic 
forces. 

In Montenegro, however, at- 
tacks on Yugoslav army and 
naval sites have only increased 
fears that the republic, rela- 
tively sympathetic to the West, 
could fall prey to a coup by Yu- 
goslav army officers and pro- 
Belgrade politicians, which 
could unleash a civil wan 

Appealing for an immediate 
end to the fighting, Milo 
Djukanovic. Montenegro's 
President, warned that the 
war was spuming out of con- 
trol Though he dismissed the 
idea of a coup as “not feasible", 
be spoke grimly of a wider 
Balkan conflagration: there 
was “an objective danger the 



CONFLICT 
BRIEFING: 
DAY 24 


wke 


dsa 


1 


A shattered truck near Prizren In Kosovo, where the Serbs claim Nato attacks killed 75 refugees 


Kosovo fire and blood could en- 
gulf not just Yugoslavia but the 
entire region". If civil war did 
break out in Montenegro, "it 
would be more tragic and 
worse than anything ... in this 
area". 

As if to underline his warn- 
ing, Serb and Albanian forces 
exchanged fire for five hours 
across the frontier near the 


north Albanian village of Ba- 
jram Curri. Serb soldiers had 
tried to cross tbe border; but 
had been pushed back, an Al- 
banian statement said. Ana- 
lysts fear a generalised war 
between Serbs and Albani- 
ans. sucking in Montenegro 
and Macedonia too. 

Further afield in the Balka- 
ns, the conviction is growing 


that only after Mr Milosevic's 
removal from power can sta- 
bility return to south-eastern 
Europe. Urging the opening of 
a ground campaign, the Croa- 
tian Deputy Prime Minister, 
Borislav Skegro, declared that 
“keeping Milosevic in power 
does not solve anything 1 ' - a 
sentiment echoed by his Bul- 
garian opposite number 


Alexander Bozhkov at a con- 
ference yesterday in London. 

On the diplomatic front, 
movement has come to a virtual 
standstill. Mr Milosevic did 
meet the ethnic Albanian po- 
litical leaden Ibrahim Rugova, 
yesterday. But the influence of 
Mr Rugova, who advocated a 
non-violent solution to the cri- 
sis, is now close to zero. 



ilitary chiefs block release of convoy film 


NATO’S MILITARY comman- 
ders are blocking internal calls 
for the release of videotape of 
the bombing raid which killed 
up to 75 ethnic Albanian 
refugees, diplomatic sources 
said yesterday, amid signs of 
new tension over the handling 
of the episode. 

A diplomat said Jamie Shea, 
the alliance's chief spokesman, 
wanted the tape - recorded by 
a camera on the F-16 attack air- 
craft - placed in the public do- 
main but had failed to win the 


agreement of military chiefe in- 
vestigating the episode. 

Another source pinned the 
blame for the delay on its re- 
lease on the US, arguing that its 
air force needed to agree to re- 
lease the material. The Penta- 
gon is sensitive about the 
attack because its pilot and air 
crew were responsible. 

The dispute came amid con- 
tinuing confusion as to which 
column the Nato plane at- 
tacked on Wednesday and 
where the attack was. On 


TENSION IN NATO 

by Stephen Castle in Brussels and Andrew Buncombe 


Thursday, Nato admitted it at- 
tacked a column that it took to 
be a military convoy before hit- 
ting another three vehicles in 
a nearby compound. It is be- 
lieved these attacks were north 
of the Kosovo town of Djakovi- 
ca, near the village of Meja 
Nato also said itattacked a mil- 
itary convpy on a bridge near 
the village of Zrze, south of 


Djakovica At a Nato briefing in 
Brussels, Mr Shea said Nato 
only accepted blame for one in- 
cident, adding that admission of 
one mistake did mean every in- 
cident should “be laid at Nato's 
feet" He also dismissed new 
claims by Belgrade that in a 
separate incident Nato had 
struck a refugee centre in the 
Serbian town of Paracin 


overnight But Nato is finding 
it difficult to explain the pictures 
on Serb television - apparent- 
ly taken near Zrze -of mangled 
bodies and farm machinery. 

Against this backdrop, the 
outcome of the battle over 
whether or not to release the 
video footage of the attack 
could prove crucial. Although 
the images could be damaging 


to public opinion, Nato's Mure 
to be seen to come clean could 
also dent its credibility. 

Nato diplomats said there 
was no cover-up by Mr Shea: 
“He wants its release as much 
as the media does. If they 
[Nato] had wanted to hide the 
existence of the tape, they 
would not have allowed it to be 
known that tbe pilot dispatched 
a laser-guided bomb". 

The formal investigation into 
the bombing of the column- in 
which the Serbs claim at least 


75 civilians died - is being 
carried out at the Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Powers 
Europe, which is resisting re- 
lease of the video. 

“It's a military decision - it's 
their decision what they do 
with iT, said a source. 

“They want to be careful 
that they don't give out any 
information that turns out not 
to be true before the investi- 
gation is completed and they 
want a complete and thorough 
investigation." 


■ More than 4,000 US 
marines and sailors 
boarded ships off the . 
coast of North Carolina 
to head to the Balkans. 

■ The Pentagon will ask 
President Clinton to 
activate as many as 

33.000 reservists and 
National Guard troops 

■ Yemen has sent tents, 
blankets and Funds to 
Muslims who have fled 
Kosovo to Albania. 

■ Spain is sending two 
more F-18 aircraft- • 

■ Nato leaflets urging 
Yugoslav soldiers to 
defect or “leave their 
bones" in Kosovo are 
being dropped there. 

■ 4,000 refugees arrived 
in Brazde camp. British 
engineer troops erected 
235 tents for them. 

■ 4,623 refugees 
entered Albania and 

7.000 Macedonia in the 
last: 24 hours. 

■ Nato will supply 
another 1 1 ,000 tents. 

■ 35 Nato relief Flights 
arrive In Skopje in 
Macedonia every day. 

■ British troops continue 
to provide food, water, 
blankets and other 
supplies. 

■ 5,000 wind-up radios 
will be distributed in 
refugee camps in 
Macedonia and Albania, 
m Since the conflict 
began. British troops 
have distributed 264.000 
litres of bottled water. 

163.000 litres oF milk, 
and 129.000 meals using 

46.000 whole chickens. 

1 29.000 loaves of bread. 
102.432 jars of baby 
food, 3 tons oF cheese, 

16.000 hard boiled eggs. 

■ British troops have 
supplied a total of 

20.000 baby bottles. 

58.000 nappies, 35,000 
toothbrushes. 58,000 
items of female hygiene. 

■ The Dutch government 
has contributed more ■■■■ 
than 40 million guilders 
(£1 2.25m) in 
development aid to 
Kosovo. 

■ Russia's opposition- 
dominated State Duma 
(the lower house of 
parliament) voted by 293 
to 54 to allow Yugoslavia 
to join the loose Russia- 
Belarus union in the 
latest show of solidarity 
between Moscow and its 
traditional ally. 
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ENGLISH? 


- , a • 

,T5\ . / 


A SIMPLE technique for 
acquiring a swift mastery 
of good English has been 
announced. It can double 
your powers of self-expres- 
sion. It can pay you real 
dividends in business and 
social advancement, and 
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give you added poise, self- 
confidence and personal 


confidence and personal 
effectiveness. 


The details of this method 
are described in a fascinat- 
ing book, “Good English — 
the Language of Success", 
sent free on request. 

Respect 

Many people do not realise 
how much they could influ- 
ence others simply- by speak- 
ing and writing with’ greater 
power, authority and preci- 
sion. Whether you are pre- 
senting a report, training a 
child, fighting for a cause, 
making a sale, writing an 
essay, or asking for a rise ... 
your success depends upon 
the words you use. 

Now the right words are 
yours to command! A unique 
new system of self-instruc- 
tion can speedily give you a 
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non can speedily give you a 
thorough grounding in every 
aspect of effective English — 


aspect of effective English — 
grammar, vocabulary, read- 
ing, writing and speaking. 

Never again need you fear 
those embarrassing mis- 
takes. You can quickly and 
easily be shown how to 
ensure that your speech and 
writing will be crisp, clear, 
correct. You can enormously 


Shamed By Your English? 
increase your vocabulary, 
speed up your reading, 
enhance your powers of con- 
versation. 

Whafs more, good English 
commands respect. It can 
help you to cut through 
many barriers to social, aca- 
demic and business success. 

Free 

To acquaint all readers 
with this easy-to-follow 
method for developing a 
mastery of English, we, the 
publishers, have printed full 
details in a fascinating book, 
“Good English — the 
Language of Success", sent 
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FIRE CREWS from Avon Fire 
Brigade scrambled fearing the 
worst yesterday after they 
spotted a huge plume of 
“smoke" rising from the Avon- 
mouth area near BristoL 
But instead of arriving at 
the scene of a major Naze, fire- 
fighters were greeted by an un- 
usually shaped rain cloud, 
extending upwards from 
ground level. A fire brigade 
spokesman later blamed the 
embarrassing call-out on “re- 
cent odd weather conditions". 
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Refugees 
choke the 
’ roads as 
bloody 

clearance 

resumes 

ETHNIC CLEANSING 

^ By Richard Lloyd Parky in Skopje, Macedonia 


'5r- , 



rr WAS no more than 50 yards 
to Lhe buses but, for the un- 
shaven man in the jeans and 
black coat, it was 50 yards too 
far. The volunteer doctors kept 
saying, “He’s all right, he's ail 
right,” but it was obvious that 
he wasn’t. After three days and 
three nights living rough, in 
abandoned houses or in the 
open, his will gave up. and he 
collapsed in front of the barbed 
wire on the very threshold of 
Kosovo and Macedonia. 

One of the doctors said he 
had a heart condition. His wife 
and his four little children 
seemed to know that this was 
serious, and cried hopelessly as 
he was driven away in an am- 
bulance. They were beyond 
speech or consolation-, we 
never even learned his name. 

The scene at the border 
crossing of Jazhince was not 
the worst Macedonia has seen. 
Compared to the situation ear- 
lier this month at nearby Blace. 
Fjjb n 30,000 people wallowed 
fJrolessfy in a muddy field for 
three days, it was cata and or- 
derly. The Macedonian border 
guards still yell at the cowed 
refugees, but they do not kick 
or punch, and the registration 
procedure runs smoothly if 
slowly. But it is no less chHUng. 

Thousands more Albanian 
refugees, including the seri- 
ously ill and wounded, were dri- 


ven out of Kosovo yesterday as 
the second wave of ethnic 
cleansing by the Serb authori- 
ties reached a new climax. 

By yesterday afternoon, a 
total of 12,000 people bad left 
Kosovo during Lhe previous 24 
hours, crossing into Macedonia, 
Albania and Montenegro, and 
the number was expected to in- 
crease today. The refugees, 
some of than dearly deaerate, 
told stories of beatings, extor- 
tion. artillery bombardment 
and murders by the Serbian 
army, police and paramilitaries. 

“The expulsions which were 
put on hold or slowed down over 
the last two weeks have now re- 
sumed with full force.” said 
Kris Janowski, a spokesman for 
the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), speaking in Geneva. 
“The effort by the Serb au- 
thorities to expel the entire 
ethnic population of Kosovo is 
again under way.” UNHCR of- 
ficials said that 100,000 people 
were already on the move to- 
wards Macedonia. 

At the Jazhince border 
crossing near the Macedonian 
town of Tetovo, 700 refugees 
waited on the Kosovo side of the 
border yesterday morning hav- 
ing spent the nighthuddlingin 
a ramshackle convoy of tractors 
and cars. Several elderly peo- 
ple lay exhausted on the 



WAR IN THE BALKANS 



ground, being tended to by a 
small group of volunteer doc- 
tors from the International 
Medical Corps. 

“The police asked for money 
from us when we passed a 
checkpoint," sad Fehmi BUaca. 
head of Ceraice village near the 
southern Kosovo town of 
Gjilane. “They stopped each 
tractor and said. ‘Either pay 100 
Deutchmarks or we kill one per- 
son.’ So we all had to pay, or 
hand over gold or jewellery. 
There are more people who are 
still to coming. I'm 200 per cent 
sure that the Serbs will force all 
the population out.” 

Some 3,000 people arrived at 


Blace by train from the towns 
of Urosevac and Kacanik. 
where they reported wide- 
spread burning of houses 
owned by ethnic Albanians, 
and rumours of the mass killing 
of 29 people in Kacanik last 
Tuesday. 

One man, who had been 
sleeping in the open for three 
days with his family, displayed 
a pus-filled wound on his back 
where he said he had been 
struck by shrapnel from a Serb 
mortar which was fired into the 
yard of his house. 

“The Serbs are gun-crazy,” 
said a man named Bejt 
Berisha. “We were all so fright- 


ened - even the children 
couldn't sleep because of the 
bombardment. That’s why we 
had to come down.” 

Fbr some this was the dilem- 
ma - either to remain in the 
hills, getting sicker and hun- 
grier, or to take their chances 
with the Serb guards at the 
statioa 

But many people were given 
no choice. "We can’t know for 
sure exactly what is going on 
over there, but it’s clear that it 
is systematic." said Henric 
Roskvist of the Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE), which is mon- 
itoring the situation in Kosovo. 


"The Serbs are going through, 
village by village, and clearing 
people out of the entire area.” 

“A couple of months ago it 
would have seemed unbeliev- 
able to the civilised world that 
the Serbs would actually expel 
the entire civilian population,” 
said Mr Janowski of the 
UNHCR. “But this seems to be 
reality now." 

The political crisis which 
the refugees have created in- 
side Macedonia remained un- 
resolved, with the number of 
new arrivals far exceeding 
those being evacuated to third 
countries. Yugoslavia’s treat- 
ment of the Kosovars has out- 


raged Macedonia’s own mi- 
nority Albanian population, and 
the Skopje government is anx- 
ious about the destabilising ef- 
fect the refugees could have on 
its own country's delicate eth- 
nic balance. 

Macedonia wants foreign 
governments to share the 
refugee burden, and there was 
concern yesterday that it might 
resort forcibly to expelling the 
refugees. But western Euro- 
pean governments say that 
evacuating the refugees from 
the region runs the risk of jus- 
tifying the Serbs’ ethnic cleans- 
ing policy. In the last three 
weeks onfy 13,000 of the 125.000 


new arrivals have been airlift- 
ed out, most of them to Ger- 
many, Turkey and Greece. The 
chances are high that at least 
that number will arrive in 
Macedonia tomorrow alone. 

Leif Windmac an OSCE ob- 
server, who spoke to refugees 
in Blace yesterday, said; “It 
seems as if people were pushed 
out of their homes this morn- 
ing." 

In Geneva, the UNHCR said 
that Yugoslav authorities had 
resumed the expulsions “with 
foil force” and seemed intent on 
driving all those who remained 
of the 1.8 Bullion ethnic Alba- 
nians out of Kosovo. 



Ambushed at gunpoint in 
the badlands of Albania 




AS WE rounded a corner; the 
headlights picked out a white 
Mercedes estate shing across 
the road Our hearts sank. Fbr 
a split second we hoped against 
hope it was an innocent break- 
*}wn. Then the burst of auto- 
matic gunfire told us otherwise. 

It confirmed that this was in- 
deed an ambush and we were 
the targets - or rather our two 
four-wheel drive cars, comput- 
ers, television and photo- 
graphic gear; satellite phones - 
aD the paraphernalia of modern 
journalism in remote and dan- 
gerous places. 

Someone yanked open the 
car door - a black baladavaed 
face peered in, shouting. An- 
other burst of fire over our 
heads and the bandit- dressed 
in German camouflage and 
armed with an AK-47 - pulled 
us out and grabbed at our pock- 
ets. We didn’t need to speak Al- 
banian to understand that 
' Asture and handed over a wad 

cash (simply a sweetener; 
since we had for more money, 
passports, credit and press 
cards stashed about our per- 
sons) and a couple of wallets. 

The bandits -we think there 
were probably four or five in 
total, though I only saw the one 
pushed us towards the verge 
and we scrambled into the 
brambles, ducking in case they 



Emma Daly 

IN BAJRAM CURRI, 
ALBANIA 


opened fire. Our “armed police 
escort”, as they are toown 
technically, who was paid to 
travel in our car, did not lift a 
finger; let alone a safety catch. 
Our man stood aimlessly by the 
roadside, watching, his Kalash- 
nikov cradled safely. He made 
a vague gesture towards the 
bandit, who simply pushed him 
back. The robbery was over 
within five minutes and, as the 
three cars roared into the dis- 
tance, we trudged back to- 
wards Bajrara Curri, perhaps 
2km away. 

The robbers’ haul must have 
topped £150,000 - if they can 
fence all the technical equip- 
ment, that is; this on top of the 
TV cameras stolen from the 
BBC and Turkish television on 
the same road in the previous 
48 hours. B^ram Curri, named 
after an Albanian patriot who 


fought the Serbs in the Thirties, 
stands alone as the capital of 
the “badlands" of northern Al- 
bania. 

There are some modest, 
well-behaved pockets in the 
lawless north, such as the town 
of Kukes. the temporary refuge 
for 300,000 Kosovars expelled at 
gunpoint Even in Bajram Curri, 
with its broad main street and 
peeling apartment buildings, 
ordinary people try to get tiy, un- 
armed. But not many of them. 

Journalists dispatched to 
the area must take very specific 
precautions. First find a gun 
for hire - there are plenty 
hanging around the lobby - and 
pay him to protect you. Second, 
try to persuade your new friend 
to use the safety catch and to 
point the Kalashnikov in the op- 
posite direction. Third, leave 
your car in the one semi-secure 
car park in the centre of town 
- especially if it is a four-wheel 
drive vehicle, needed for the 
hideous mud tracks that pass 
for roads in northern Albania. 

Other foreigners here - 
mostly monitors from the Or- 
ganisation for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe and the 
European Union - travel with 
police or army escorts. Not 
that this necessarily helps. 
Three days ago, an OSCE Land 
Rover travelling to Tirana and 


escorted by police in a second 
car, was held up by three gun- 
men who did not even bother to 
wear masks. They drove off in 
the OSCE vehicle and a Mer- 
cedes. while the policemen 
watched. 

Brand-new AK-17s, still 
greased up. were available for 
£3 in Tropoje. a satellite of Ba- 
jram Curri, which held a semi- 
permanent car-boot sale in the 
muddy village square. But one 
of the biggesL gun-runners of 
them all has since left town, 
moving his family to the coast 
for a better life - perhaps for 
any life, since Bajram Curri is 
even more damaging to the 
health of Albanians than to the 
wallets of foreigners. 

Fatmir Hakraj was the chief 
of police in Bajram Curri until 
the day his brother was am- 
bushed and killed - nine bullel 
wounds to his body. 

Mr Hakraj returned to the 
station, handed in his notice and 
then, as be was descending 
the stairs, saw another police 
officer suspected of involve- 
ment in the murder. He shot 
him and walked out. 

Then, the story goes. Mr 
Hakraj shot dead eight others 
(one for each bullet hole) and 
rejoined the force. “He's re 
garded as a man of honour for 
this," said one Westerner. 
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Donations buy vital supplies 


MONEYBONATED by readers 
of The Independent is contin- 
uing to pour in to help the 
^refugees of Kosovo. More than 
'£550,000 has already been 
raised since the appeal was 
launched a fortnight ago. 

“We are delighted that the 
money is still coming in," said 
a spokesman fix' the Disasters 
Emergency Committee, co- 
ordinating a series of appeals 
for the refugees of Kosovo, in- 
cluding that of The Indepenr 
dent 

The money is being used to 


pay fbr food, blankets, first-aid, 
emergency shelters, sanitation 
and water purification equip- 
ment 

More than 500,000 Kosovar 
Albanian refugees have fled 
their homes as a result of 
Serb ethnic cleansing. Tens of 
thousands are being tem- 
porarily housed in massive 
refugee camps in and around 
the Macedonian capital Skop- 
je. Hundreds of thousands 
have fled to Albania while 
ILousandfl of ethers have been 
airlifted to countries in the 


West inducting Tlirkey, Norway 
and Sweden. The second re- 
public of Yugoslavia. Mon- 
tenegro, has also seen 
thousands of refugees cross its 
borders. 

But in the past few days 
tens of thousands more 
refugees are thought to have 
been attempting to leave Koso- 
vo. Aid agencies and the Unit- 
ed Nations High Commission 
for Refugees are bracing 
themselves fbr the arrival of 
thousands more refugees in 
Macedonia and Albania. 



Send a cheque or postal order to: 


Independent 
Kosovp Appeal 

Disasters Emergency Committee 
PC Box 2710 
London W1A 5 AD 
Cheques payable to 

KOSOVO APPEAL 

Call: 0990 22 22 33 lo make a 
telephoned credit card donaran 
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Air raids test 
Montenegro’s 
neutrality 


Serbia's neighbour 


IN THE centre of the anti-Nato 
rally, they didn't hear the jets % 
overhead or the sound of ex- 
plosions in the distance. Thou- 
sands had turned out to 
demonstrate against the con- 
tinuing attacks on Yugoslavia. 
There had not been a strike on 
Montenegro for over a week. 

Air-raid sirens didn't sound, 
but the Nato planes could be 
seen dearly in the skies over 
Podgorica. Sources dose to the 
government say 17 bombs and 
missiles were fired on Mon- 
tenegro on Thursday night, and 
that one man was killed at the 
military airport outside the 
Montenegrin capital A military 
airport near the town of Tuzii 
was also hit, as were air-defence 
systems on the outskirts of Pod- 
gorica and in Ljubovic. 

In the port of Bar. the Yu- 
goslav navy opened fire on 
Nato aircraft for the third day 
running. People in the port say 
the sky was lit up by the gun- 
fire, all outgoing, and it was 
reminiscent of the Second 
World War. The Montenegro 


BY’ Paul WELSH in Podgorica 

government accuses the Yu- 
goslav forces of deliberately 
drawing Nato fire to the port, to 
force Montenegro into the war 
At the moment, the republic is 
staying neutral, refusing to 
support Serbia, its bigger, 
stronger partner in the Yu- 
goslav Federation. 

In the hours after the attack, 
the president Milo Djukanovic, 
appealed again for an end to 
what he called the brutal Nato 
bombardment of Yugoslavia. 
He said the bombing was en- 
dangering his republic's slow 
move towards independence 
from Yugoslavia and towards 
democracy- "Every day that 
passes drags us further and fur- 
ther away from the goal: peace 
in the country and the return to 
a way of life which will be in 
tune with the world surround- 
ing us. We appeal for addition- 
al efforts to ensure a 
resumption of the negotiating 
process on Kosovo." 

The President said the con- 
sequences of the Nato bombing 
were horrific, with innocent 


people being killed, and the 
distinction between civilian and 
military targets being harder to 
make. The air defence system 
at Ljubovic, which was attacked 
on Thursday, had been placed 
beside a major reservoir that 
supplies one- third of Montene- 
gro. There are worries it will be 
damaged In future attacks. 

Slobodan Milosevic has also 
been criticised. The Yugoslav 
President is accused of “using 
other people's lives to show de- 
fiance" with his stand against 
Nato, and of trying to take po- 
litical control in Montenegro. 

“Peace in Montenegro has 
been put to its gravest test for 
half a century." said President 
Djukanovic. He believes there 
is a real danger the Kosovo 
crisis will engulf the entire re- 
gion, and that attempts to end 
moves towards democracy in 
Montenegro will not end until 
Mr Milosevic is out of office. 
“I hope it will not be much 
longer." he said. 

Paul Welch is a BBC foreign 
correspondent 
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An FA2 Sea Harrier over the Deck of HMS ‘Invincible’ aircraft carrier joined Nato forces off the Balkan coast yesterday 
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“PESO FOUR-SIX, you're 
cleared for take-oft" The tinny 
voice from the control tower at 
Ancona air base in Italy was re- • 
layed to the crew of the RAF 
Tristar waiting on the runway. 

Fbur men and one woman, 
they are members of 216 
Squadron on detachment from 
RAF Brize Norton in Oxford- 
shire. This day. they were one 
of two teams tasked by Nato for 
a refuelling mission high above 
the Adriatic. The lead aircraft 
had the call sign Peso four- 
seven. Another Tristan it took 
off five minutes before us. 

Tanker crews are the un- 
sung heroes of the Balkan con- 
flict British tankers are either 
Tristars or VC 1 Os - both former 
commercial passenger planes 
which have been striped down 
and adapted for air-to-air 
refuelling 

The one we were aboard 
had been flown by British Air- 
ways. Now it provides the 
lifeblood of Nato fighters. With- 
out the tankers, sorties would 
be shorter, less effective and 
more dangerous. 

As Peso four-six thundered 
down the runway. Amy. the 
loadmaster, told me we were 
carrying 105 tonnes of fuel - 
enough to run 77 family cars for 
a year. Our two tankers reached 
the target area after an hour’s 
flight. 

Within 20 minutes we had 
our first “trade". Skimming 
like a bullet over the clouds and 
glinting in the sunlight an 
American F-14 Tomcat ap- 
peared on our starboard side. 
It slowed until its pace matched 
ours. As I watched through the 
cockpit window, 1 saw the pilot 
turn and stare at us from less 
then 30 yards away. 

He and his navigator were 
most likely from the US carri- 
er Theodore Roosevelt, flying 
combat air patrol to protect the 



A tanker crew’s view as a 
Nato fighter links up for 
refuelling Reuters 

battle group. On his tailfin, an 
ace of spades was painted. 
Then he was gone, chasing the 
refuelling hose trailing from the 
back of the tanker. 

During refuelling the fight- 
er pilot has to feed his nose 
probe into a cone-shaped bas- 
ket just 2 ft in diametec at the 
end of the hose. To me, it looked 
like someone trying to thread 
a needle at 300mph. 

But with the calm guidance 
of John, the engineer on board 
the Tristar, and the help of an 
on-board camera which allows 
the crew to see how the oper- 
ation is going, the connection 
was made smoothly. Fuel flood- 
ed down the hose at a rate of a 
tonne a minute. 

As the day wore on, the Tris- 
tars dealt with F-14s and F-18 
Hornets, all bristling with 
weapons and exchanging ca- 
sual banter with the tanker 
crews. All used call signs which 
are changed regularly to mis- 
lead any enemy ears which 
may be listening. 

The whole operation is con- 
trolled by Awacs, the airborne 
command centre which also 
monitors potential threats in 
the area. And there are plenty 


The Balkan Question 


Why does the West keep 
going on about Kosovo’s 
“autonomy* rather than 
independence? 

Kosovo never eqjoyed the 
status of a republic in Tito’s 
Yugoslavia, a privilege that 
was reserved for the Slavs. In- 
stead they were given the 
uncomfortable and imprecise 
status of an "autonomous 
province" inside Serbia. In 
practice. Kosovo ruled itself 
without much reference to 
Serbia from the 1960s until 
Milosevic came to power and 
scrapped its autonomy in 
1969. The allies have decided 
that this supposed golden age 
of autonomy is what they 
should aim to restore. In prac- 


KEY ISSUES BEHIND 
THE WAR EXPLAINED 

tice, they worry that nothing 
could stop a truly indepen- 
dent Kosovo from reuniting 
with Albania. Goodbye 
Greater Serbia, hello Greater 
Albania. The fear is that this 
enlarged state would then de- 
mand the western, mainly Al- 
banian, slice of Macedonia, 
starting a new Balkan war 
where the old one left off. 

Are the Kosovars 
Muslim fanatics? 

Most Kosovars are Muslim, 
though a small and ancient 
Catholic community is cen- 
tred on the city of Prizren. 


But unlike the 1992 to 1995 
war in Bosnia, there is no 
sign of a religious dimen- 
sion emerging in the Kosovo 
conflict. The Serbs may go on 
about being Christian and 
Orthodox but the Albanians 
are uninterested in posing as 
Islamic martyrs. Religion for 
them is really a rural affair 
and is little more more than 
a matter of convention and 
tradition. No wonder then 
that the Islamic countries 
are far less involved in Koso- 
vo than they were in Bosnia 
and there is no sign of foreign 
mvqahedeen turning up to' 
fight in Kosovo as they did in 
Bosnia. 

Marcus Tanner 
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of those. No one can doubt the 
courage of the tanker crews. 
Their job often takes them per- 
ilously close to dangerous ter- 
ritory, within range of SAM 
missiles and enemy aircraft 

Yet they cany no weapons or 
radar alert systems. As the 
captain put it so succinctly, at 
the first sign of trouble their 
best bet would be to turn 
around and fly away. 

Just how close thqy come to 
danger was brought home to us 
after nearly seven hours of 
flight Night had fallen, and 
below us we could see lights 
suggesting we were near 
land Our exact position could 
not be revealed for operational 
security reasons, but it became 
clear that Kosovo wasn’t far 
qway. 

As we looked out into the 
darkness, the horizon was sud- 
denly lit up with the bright 
staccato flashes of bomb blasts. 
They were unmistakable The 
very planes which bad taken 
fuel from us were now com- 
pleting their missions -pwhaps 
over Pristina, perhaps over 
Belgrade. 

Circling high in the Balkan 
skies, the soundless explosions 
we were watching had an un- 
real quality. 

It was after midnight when 
Peso four-six and Peso four- 
seven finally touched down 
again in Ancona. We had been 
flying for nine hours, and car- 
ried out 11 refuellings. 

Sometimes there are fewer; 
often there are more. The crew 
describe occasions when jets 
are stacked across the sky, 
wafting for their turn to feed at 
the hose. 

With the stepping up of the 
Nato campaign, there will sure- 
ly be a lot more “trade” for the 
tankers. 

Shivlie Ghosh is an ITN cor- 
respondent 
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WAR IN THE BALKANS 


Pentagon wants extra 30,000 troops 


THE PENTAGON is preparing to 
ask President Clinton for au- 
thority to call up more than 
30,000 reservists to augment 
the Nato operation in Kosovo. 
It would be the biggest mobili- 
sation of reservists since the 
Gulf War eight years ago. and 
on a par with the 34,000 tailed 
up for Vietnam. Approval could 
be granted over the weekend. 

The unattributed statements 
horn the Pentagon, designed to 
soften public opinion ahead of 
a formal announcement. Fol- 
lowed on the heels of a dis- 


closure of the size of the emer- 
gency budget allocation that BOl 
Clinton is requesting from Con- 
gress. Unconfirmed, but very 
detailed, reports said that the 
White House had asked for an 
initial sum of $5.9bn t£3.7bnl - 
substantially higher than the 
$4bn <£2.5bn) upper estimate of 
how much the war has cost the 
US so far. 

The flurry of reports, broad- 
cast on television overnight 
and in US newspapers yester- 
day, combined to bring home to 
Americans for the first time the 


mounting cost of the conflict in 
Kosovo - in terms of money and 
in manpower. 

Pentagon officials indicated 
that most of the reservists are 
likely to come from the Air Na- 
tional Guard, units trained to By 
air-refuelling missions from 
the US and Europe. Some army 
reservists could also be called 
up for ground functions, in- 
cluding the servicing of the 
two dozen Apache helicopters 
expected in Tirana soon. 

The Defense Secretary, 
William Cohen, was said to be 


US Strategy 

By Mary dejevsky 


still finalising the numbers of 
reservists required, but a ceil- 
ing of 33,000 was mentioned, 
with as many as 23,000 being 
summoned for immediate ac- 
tive duty. 

Several thousand have vol- 
unteered to serve in the Balka- 
ns, and are already there. The 
additional call-up, which is com- 
bined with the dispatch of an- 
other 300 US planes, is expected 


to herald a major escalation of 
the Nato operation, including 
round-the-clock bombing. The 
US currently has more than 400 
planes in the region. 

By Gulf War standards, how- 
ever the call-up is still relatively 
modest: more than 200.000 re- 
servists were called up then. 
Critics of US policy from the 
right have made unfavourable 
comparisons between the grad- 


ual build-up of the Kosovo op- 
eration and the all-out assault 
launched by allied forces 
against Iraq in 1991. Military an- 
alysts respond, however, by 
distinguishing between the oc- 
cupation of Kuwait, which was 
already a fact, and the situation 
in Kosovo. 

The President has the power 
to authorise the call-up of up to 
200.000 reservists or National 
Guard troops for as long as 270 
days. The cost of the call-up is 
one dement in the $5.9hn emer- 
gency funding request made to 


key members of Congress late 
on Thursday. That sum in- 
cludes $5.45bn t£3.4bn) for the 
Pentagon, and $500,000 
<£313,000; for the State De- 
partment and the US Agency 
for International Development 
(Usaid), which is co-ordinating 
the American aid effort for 
refugees. Some of the money 
would also be allocated to the 
so-called “frontline” states like 
Macedonia and Albania, which 
have borne the brunt of the 
refugee crisis. 

Earlier this week. Pentagon 


sources indicated that the US 
contribution to the Nato oper- 
ation was costing $lbn a week, 
but this could increase rapidly 
if air operations are intensified, 
as apparently envisaged. 

If; as the Defense Secretary 

suggested on Thursday, the 
conflict could drag on into 
the summer; the US could be 
contemplating a bill above 
£20bn (£I15bn). At this level, the 
cost of the war would start to 
eat a significant hole in the pro- 
jected budget surplus for the 
current year. 
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•? People crossing the wrecked Smederevo bridge over the Danube yesterday AP 


Serbian airbase 
and bridge hit 
in heavy attacks 
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i IT WAS BUSINESS as usual for 
Nato’s bombers, Clearly keen to 
put the disaster of accidentally 
bombing refugees behind it, 
the alliance had what it called 
“one of the best nights thus far 
in our campaign” on Thursday 
and early yesterday. 

Under clear skies, bombers 
hit an extensive list of Yugo- 
slavia's air defence, fuel and 
ground targets, and comman- 
ders and spokesmen were keen 
- to provide unusually full details 
of the previous day’s operations 
’ - which included RAF Harriers 
flying 18 sorties. 

General Sr Charles Guthrie, 
Chief of the Defence Staff told 
a briefing in London that 
bridges, communication tar- 
gets, the airfield at Nis and a 
SA-6 anti-aircraft missile site 
had all been successfully 
^attacked. “Two MiG-21 aircraft, 
?iree tanks, six artillery posi- 


By John Davison 

tions and six bunkers were 
destroyed," he said. “There 
was also a successful attack 
against the airbase at Podgor- 
ica [in Montenegro], from 
whidb we believe Serb aircraft 
had been flying over Albania.” 

Allied pilots encountered a 
lot of anti-aircraft activity from 
artillery, and from a number of 
missiles launched at them both 
from mobile SAM systems and 
from hand-held missiles 
launched fay Serb troops. AD air- 
craft, however; returned safely 
to their bases. 

The Harriers carried out 
successful attacks against 
artillery and anti-aircraft sites 
and against command and con- 
trol facilities in Pristina, the 
Kosovan capital. General Guth- 
rie also outlined sorties flown 
by RAF Tristar tankers and 
E3-Awacs aircraft 

At the Nato briefing in Brus- 



sels, the message was robust 
Nato’s spokesman, Jamie Shea, 
said the alliance would not be 
“blown off course” by the bomb- 
ing tragedy- “As we say in foot- 
ball; we are keeping our eyes on 
the ball.” he said. 

Fbotage was shown of a 
laser-guided bomb attack on a 
MiG-21 at Pristina airfield and 
missile attacks on a radar 
installation and a SA-6 site. 

“We are shaping the envi- 
ronment with air power where 
we win soon be able to grind the 
Yugoslav army and special 
police forces into pieces." said 
Mr Shea. 

In Montenegro, alliance war- 
planes struck at an under- 
ground military base and 
targeted a port where Yugoslav 
navy ships were anchored, 
according to local media 
reports. Witnesses said the 
Yugoslav navy launched mis- 


siles at Nato jets. In Belgrade, 
the southern district of 
Rakovicawas hit for the second 
consecutive night Across the 
Danube, the country's largest 
refinery complex at Pancevo 
was hit three times - once at the 
oil refinery and twice at a chem- 
ical plant according to Tanjug 
the official Yugoslav news 
agency. It reported that 17 peo- 
ple were injured 
Strikes at either end de- 
stroyed the Smederevo bridge 
over the Danube, 25 miles 
south-east of the capital. Nato 
missiles also hit the refinery in 
Serbia's second-largest city. 
Novi Sad. setting it ablaze, Thn- 
jug reported. But Nato denied 
a Yugoslav report that alliance 
missiles had struck a refugee 
centre in the Serbian town of 
Paracin. Nato aircraft had 
struck an ammunition dump in 
the vicinity of Paracin and a 


radio relay station 20 miles 
away, alliance officials said 
For the first time. Nato hit 
targets near the Hungarian 
border. Four explosions were 
reported in the northern Ser- 
bian town of Subotica, just eight 


miles from Hungary. The city’s 
mayor said that two missiles 
exploded between two barracks 
in a densely populated area, 
damaging civilian houses and 
knocking out power 

Tanjug reported that there 


had been “significant” dam- 
age in civilian areas when more 
than 10 missiles fell on the vil- 
lage ofMrsac. six miles west of 
the central Serbian town of 
Krafa'evo. But it did not imme- 
diately report any casualties. 


TIMETABLE: 

DAYS 23, 24 

Thursday 1 5 April 
11.30pm: Tanjug news 
agency says Naro earlier 
attacked the oil refinery 
in Serbia's Novi Sad for 
the fourth time. 

Friday 1 6 April 
1 .20am: Tanjug reports 
a refugee centre has 
been hit by Nato 
missiles in the Serbian 
town of Paracin. 
7.00am: Albanian and 
Serb forces start an 
exchange of fire near 
Bajram Curri. 

The exchange goes on 
for five hours after 
Serbs target the 
northern border 
station at Zherke and 
try to enter Albanian 
territory 

10.00am: Heavy 
shelling heard in the 
Tropoje area of Albania, 
close to the Yugoslav 
frontier. 

10.30am: Kosovo 
ethnic Albanian leader 
Ibrahim Rugova meets 
Serbian President Milan 
Milutinovic and Yugoslav 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Nikola Sainovic in 
Belgrade. 

I.OOpm: Nato says the 
alliance hoped to clarify 
confusion over attacks 
on Kosovo road 
convoys in which 
Civilians may have been 
killed. 

1 .45pm: Yugoslav 
military claims it has 
shot down a Nato plane 
in action over 
Montenegro. 


Planners study Tito as they 
hunt for hidden weapons 


-7? NATO’S MOST experienced 
planners are poring over US 
£ army textbooks written in the 

' Sixties which analyse Marshal 

’ Tito’s tactics against occupying 

' ; * Nazi troops during the Second 

' World W^r 

The reason for the rapid re- 
jgsion is simple. Three weeks 

• - pulverising bombardment 

' fay tiie West has not broken SIo- 

bodan Milosevic's resolve, or 
his army. This may be because 
the Serbian ruler (^Yugoslavia 
•• ' " is using the tactics his Croatian 
predecessor employed so suc- 
; cessfully five decades ago. 

Tito's partisans used the das- 
. sic guerrilla warfare methods 
z 7 of hit and run, avoiding large 

scale engagements, and biding 
troops and artillery in forests. 
Although the land war is yet 
>- to start in Kosovo, there are, &r 
... Nato. haunting echoes in the 
■>■?*■> current conflict The much 
vaunted degrading of Serb 
forces has been been made 
^ difficult by the fact that Presi- 

deni Milosevic’s tanks and 
■ heavy guns are well hidden 
' thus cannot be hit While 

; :: Sato has destroyed around half 

" ;‘>'i of Serbia’s MiG 29s most of the 
rest have disappeared. 

' • The strategy used by Pres- 
' *dent Milosevic and Iris high 

* command is straight out of the 


LESSONS OF HISTORY 


By Kim Sengupta 


never meet the enemy on his 
C own terms; decentralise and 
disperse and live to fight an- 
i other day 

Allied pilots have been sur- 


prised by the lack of opposition 
from Yugoslavia’s integrated 
air defence system. By staying 
under cover, however, it has 
been saved from destruction. 

The Western leaders broke 
a cardinal rule of warfare by re- 
vealing that there were no im- 
mediate plans for a ground 
war So President Milosevic 
was safe to unleash his fero- 
cious campaign in Kosovo, 
“deansing" the area of much of 
its Albanian population. 

James Gow, a Yugoslav mil- 
itary specialist at the Woodrow 
Wilson Centre in Washington, 
said: “It’s a kind of ducking and 
diving. You can’t have a 
straightforward stand-up fight 
They’ll always be looking to do 
something that shifts the 
ground, in any way." 

After seeing off Hitler one of 
Tito’s main preoccupations was 
not to be swallowed up by Stal- 
in. The Yugoslav army’s All 
People's Defence Strategy seen 
as a “system of total defence”, 
foresaw command and control 
being devolved to the regions, 
and active involvement of the 
civilian population. In the event 
of an invasion by Soviet and War- 
saw armies, militias would 
play a full part in the fighting. 

Fbr this policy to succeed, 
Marshal Tito and his advisers 
knew they would have to rely cm 
the loyalty and fortitude of the 
civilian population. The Serb 



Tito in 1943; tactics still 
used by Milosevic’s army 

psyche has always been one of 
the underdog, unifying against 
an outside enemy. Reports 
from Belgrade suggest that 
the population is uniting behind 
the Milosevic regime in the 
face of the Nato pounding. 

Anton Beblei; a former Yu- 
goslav navy officer and analyst 
now living in Slovenia, says that 
elements of Tito’s ground war 

plans hare been retained by the 
present regime and are likely to 
be put into practice if the alliance 
decide on a land incursion. 

There is, however a crucial 
difference which will work to the 
advantage of the West The pro- 
fessional officer corps has been 
hit by purges by Milosevic and 
the army is not the same as the 
one which was prepared to fight 
and die for Marshal Tito, so- 


cialism and an united Yu- 
goslavia. Morale has been 
sapped by the humiliating de- 
feats inflicted in Slovene in 109 1 
and Croatia four years later, and 
by poor leadership and low pay. 

In October President Milo- 
sevic replaced the head of the 
state security service with a 
crony from the police force. In 
November he fired Momcilo 
Perisic, the experienced chief 
of staff who had complained 
that his soldiers were being 
used to wage war on civilians 
in Bosnia and Croatia. 

Mr Bebler soys president 
Milosevic may be in M control 
of the armed forces, but at the 
cost of a less effective force. 

Not all those in the army 
have the appetite for the type 
of grisly work Milosevic need- 
ed in Bosnia and now Kosovo. 
He has relied on the 80, 000- 
strong internal police force 
(MTJPi and paramilitaries. 

Robert Emerson, a security 
analyst who has studied the 
conflict said; “These forces 
may be good at terrorising 
civilians and taking care of Lite 
lightly armed KLA [Kosovo 
Liberation Army] but one wails 
to see how they would cope with 
the highly trained and profes 
sional soldiers Nato will be 
using if there is a land war. 

“Undoubtedly Milosevic has 
gained from the experience of 
Tito as the West is finding to its 
cost But will he have the right 
calibre of men to see lliis thing 
through the way Tito could 
perhaps have done?" 


KOSOVO 

CRISIS 


Tragedy in the Balkans 

A massive humanitarian crisis is unfolding in Europe. Hundreds of thousands of people 
are in urgent need of help - your help. Those fleeing Kosovo have nothing and local 
people trying to help in neighbouring regions are overwhelmed. They and those left 
behind are in desperate need. 

Your gift will provide the food, clothing, shelter, water, and health care they need to 
survive the terrible weeks of uncertainty ahead. 

We, the DEC aid agencies, are already doing everything in our power to help these 
people. But our emergency supplies are running out. We need funds. Now. 

Please give what you can. Call the Kosovo Crisis credit card donation line, or send off 
the coupon. 

Thank you. 


DISASTERS EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

British Red Cross - Cafod - Care International UK - Children’s Aid Direct - 
Christian Aid - Concern Worldwide - Help the Aged - Merlin - Oxfam - 
Save The Children - Tearfund - World Vision 


Yes ! want to help 

1 want to give £1 5 '■ £25 £50 D £1 00* O Other £ 

'on a gift of £ 1 00 we can reclaim the income tax you have already paid increasing your donation by 
a third, at no extra cost to you. 

I enclose a cheque made payable to the DEC Kosovo Crisis Appeal OR 

Please debit my Access/Visa/Swuch/Delta/CAF Charity Card/Master Card {circle one). 

Card No i !7_ . . . I — i 1_J I Issue No I 1 1 Expiry Date I — j. ! i 

Please lick here il you would like a receipt !Z 


Signature 

Title 

Address 


Surname 


Postcode 


Complete coupon and return to: Kosovo Crisis Appeal, PO Box 999, London EC4A 9AA 


DEC, 52 Gl Portland Street, London WIN 5AH 
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4 Let the housewives who fall in love with boy scouts have a row with the boys parents, ut 
let’s bring the matter before a magistrate. Decide what we think about homosexuality, an t en 
recognise that most 16-year-olds can look after themselves in this department. 

AN Wilson on the age of consent 
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GP admits he 
helped 300 
patients to die 


A FAMILY doctor accused of 
murdering an elderly patient 
helped around 300 patients to 
die during his career, a court 
was told yesterday. 

Doctor David Moon 52, a 
GP for 28 years in a one-man 
practice in Ffenham,' Northum- 
berland is charged with mur- 
dering George Liddell, 85, 
who was suffering from cancer. 
He denies the charge. 

The prosecution claims that 
Dr Moor, of Hexham, North 
umberiand, deliberately inject- 
ed Mr Liddell, a retired ambu- 
lance man, with a lethal 
amount of diamorphine, with 
the intention of shortening life 
in July 1997. 

Mr Anthony Ariidge, QC for 
the defence told the jury that 
Dr Moor was simply trying to 
prevent suffering in someone 
he honestly believed to be 
dose to death. “A doctor treat- 
ing someone who is terminal- 
ly ill is walking a tightrope. If 
he gives a high dose there is a 
possibility the patient could 
die. Dr Moor did not set out 
deliberately to kill Mr Liddell, 
he was at all times trying to do 
the best for his patient as he 
saw it He was trying to ease 
the suffering of someone very 
very close to death." 

He added: “Mr Liddell was 
suffering from an advanced 
form of cancer which origi- 
nated in the bowel and bad 
spread throughout the body. 
We don't say that cancer was 
responsible for his death, but 
we do say it was responsible 
for causing him considerable 
pain and suffering." Mr 
Ariidge said that the post 
mortem examination revealed 
that Mr Liddell also had a seri- 
ous heart condition which 
could have resulted in his 
death. 

Rachel Ellis, a journalist, 
interviewed Dr Moor in July 
1997, following a newspaper 
article about Dr Michael Irwin. 


by Cherry Norton 

the former United Nations 
medical director who said he 
helped 50 patients to die. The 
court heard quotes from Dr 
Moor included in her story 
which said: “This week I 
helped two patients on the way 
to a pain-free release from 
their painful agony and suf- 
fering. Making that kind of 
decision is not an easy way out, 
it's very stressful if you are 
doing it welL" 

Miss Ellis, who had previ- 



liddell: 85-years-old and 
suffering from cancer 

ously worked for a newspaper 
in Newcastle, had telephoned 
the GR who was a regular con- 
tributor to the Tyneside paper, 
for reaction to Dr Irwin’s 
claims that he had taken part 
in assisted suicide. 

She told the court- "He said 
he had written an article him- 
self on euthanasia to be pub- 
lished in the Evening 
Chronicle later that week. He 
read the article to me. I was 
surprised and dearly shocked 
about what he had said. 1 
asked him if he was happy for 
these comments to be pub- 
lished in a story. 1 also 
explained that in the Irwin 
article it said that there was a 
possibility of a police investi- 
gation and asked him if be 


wanted to go ahead, he said he 
did." Asked by prosecutor 
James Goss QC if in subse- 
quent conversations with Dr 
Moor the GP had ever said he 
had been misquoted. Miss 
Ellis replied: “Never." 

Susan Allison, a reporter on 
the Newcastle Evening 
Chronicle , told the court she 
also interviewed Dr Moor. She 
claimed Dr Moor said to her 
“I'm not doing anything differ- 
ent to what the majority of 
other GPs are doing. Tm sure 
it’s happening across Newcas- 
tle and across the whole coun- 
try and the only difference is 
that Tm prepared to say what 
I think.” 

Rachel Chapman, head of 
communications for the NHS 
Executive Northern and York- 
shire region told the court she 
telephoned Dr Moor on the 
day the Chronicle article 
appeared. Reading from her 
shorthand notebook, she said 
Dr Moor had told hen “1 prob- 
ably dealt with 10 a year and 
have been doing so for the last 
30 years. In terms of the last 
week I have had two patients. 
They were people that were 
ready to go and their relatives 
were reatfy for them to go." 

A police investigation was 
launched into Mr Liddell’s 
death after Dr Moor gave 
newspaper and television 
interviews on his views about 
euthanasia. 

Dr Ian Spencer head of pri- 
mary care development for 
Newcastle and North Tyne- 
side Health Authority told the 
counrt that he interviewed Dr 
Moor about the media cover- 
age his comments were 
attracting. “I asked him to 
think carefully before speaking 
with members of the media 
and recommended he con- 
tacted the Medical Defence 
Union." 

The trial was adjourned 
until Monday. 



Cunningham 
stories claim 
first scalp 


THE HEAD of the press office 
at the Minis try of Agriculture 
rMaffl has been pushed out of 
his job, it was announced yes- 
terday. Graham Blakeway, the 
director of information, will 
leave in the summer. 

While there is no suggestion 
of failures by Mr Blakeway, 
ministerial sources said Jack 
C unningham, the former min- 
ister of agriculture, had been fu- 
rious about the failure of the 
press office to stop highly dam- 
aging teaks about his expensive 
tastes in furniture and travel at 
taxpayers' expense. The stories 
followed Mr Cunningham after 
his move to the Cabinet Office. 
As a result he was forced to can- 
cel the order of a £15,000 table 
and chairs in Brazilian hard- 
wood and was pilloried for 
using Concorde for a ministe- 
rial trip to the United States. 

The official press release 
announcing Mr Blakeway’ s de- 
parture said Nick Brown, the 
Agriculture Minis ter “has 
warmly thanked him for the 
contribution he has made to the 
department over the past three 
years". But it was coupled with 
biting criticism of his depart- 
ment after a review ordered by 
Mr Cunningham in the wake of 
the BSE crisis. It found “MafPs 
broad range of policies and ac- 
tivities were being undersold". 


By Colin brown 

C hief Political Correspondent 

A statement yesterday said: 
“The review team concluded 
that the fundamental problem 
was the culture of the organi- 
sation as a whole exacerbated 
by the current status of the in- 
formation division in Maff. In 
the team's view, staff elsewhere 
in the ministry accorded too low 
a priority to communications 
and information work. This bad 
contributed substantially to the 
difficulties faced by MafPs in- 
formation professionals.” 

Mr Blakeway, a quietty spo- 
ken Scot is to be replaced by 
Robert Lowson, a senior official 
fueling with agriculture with 
the European Union in Brus- 
sels, who will take (Hi a new title 
as director of communications. 

Mr Blakeway is the tenth vic- 
tim of the Whitehall “purge” of 
government press officers 
since the 1997 general election. 
The move may be seen as “con- 
trol freak" tendencies at Num- 
ber 10, which have led to a 
number of high-profile depar- 
tures, including that of Andy 
Wood, who was Mo Mowlam’s 
press officer at the Northern 
Ireland Office, and Jill Rutter, 
who left the Treasury press of- 
fice after Gordon Brown be- 
came Chancellor: 


Chief constable quits 
on eve of hearing 


Dr David Moor arriving at his home yesterday from court North News and Pictures 


THE CHEF Constable of Gwent 
has left his job just a few days 
before he is due to face a dis- 
ciplinary hearing over allega- 
tions of misconduct, it was 
reported last night 
Gwent Police refused to con- 
firm the departure of Francis 
Wilkinson, but said an official 
statement would be issued on 
Monday - the day that Mr 
Wilkinson, who has been sus- 
pended from duty for 17 
months, is due to appear before 
the tribunal to face four alle- 
gations of misconduct 


The initial allegations 
against Mr Wilkinson were in- 
vestigated by Gloucestershire’s 
Chief Constable, Tbny Butler; 
supervised by the Police Com- 
plaints Authority. 

After tiie inquiry was com- 
pleted, the Crown Prosecution 
Service announced in May last 
year it would not be bringing 
criminal charges against the 
suspended police chief 
But two months later Gwent 
Police Authority said Mr Wilkin- 
son would still have to face a tri- 
bunal hearing. 
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Asda and Woolworths in £18bn merger 


REP/jy BRITISH CONSUMERS could 

lL.LArp * ^soon see a new-Iook high street 

-- vg a. 1 rafter Kingfisher - the retail 

1 group which owns Woolworths, 

B&Q. Comet and Superdrug - 
announced an £l 8 bn merger 
, ry? with Asda The deal creates the 

[ jpj UK’s largest shopping group. 

X X Q fisl II . wouW 3150 tiie krgest 
retailer in Europe, dwarfing 
1 ■ Marks & Spencer, which is 

C 8 O 1 wort * 1 Ct 2 bn. and the tenth 

X d. I I largest in the world. 

1 ■‘•■fl.X The company to be be called 

'j I __ Kingfisher, pledged to use its 

■j 1 « | fina n c i al muscle to offer good 

X L/ deals to consumers. 

■*“ “Both companies believe the 

p. potential benefits of the merg- 

'! \ Iiinnvv er wouJd enable the enlarged 

— : . 3 ; ( ljr>i group to further improve their 
commitment to offering cus- 
\ tomers the best possible choice 

■ ■"■- : - 7 . 7 /^ and service as well as perma- 

-• > - T:r. r 7l . nently low prices.” Kingfisher 

« :. r Pn^ and Asda said. 

7 '- 1' r ‘ h - «■ The deal, announced in the 

•••:• - r-r: '.- ' J Z ; Xic ^»n wily yesterday, is likely to see 

r ;r-- the companies selling each 

-> ■•:a.T. i m other’s merchandise. Asda’s 

■ . ’77 : .Vj v ‘; ^ dsa^ George range of clothing would 

- 77 “ “ ^'-Wrrdeq 100 |^ be sold in branches of Wool- 

. ■■■' fnir, i*i , Jcadtt wort hs- 

. 7/7 . . ‘^■ric.Tifrito Kingfisher’s Superdrug toi- 
7‘ letries and Comet electrical 
‘"7. h. Mijjk goods could be sold in Asda’s 
.. 7 ’; “ >’“■ :*r-i iion&u -* superstores. The combined 
. a ujsjrtr^ group would have significant 
■;.'7 *j • • shares in sectors such as chil- 

/’'- r i- ■>■*. £ dren's clothing, CDs and 

air-.jiiov^ videos, increasing pressure on 
high-street competitors. 

7 - 2 r-i-?L h would have a total of al- 

• most 3,000 stores, easily the 

... largest chain in Britain. King- 

. . .‘" ’'' I fisher has 2.742. induding 786 

• - • ' £ Woolworths, 70 Superdrugs and 

- : -9° B&Qs. Asda has 227 su- 

- . . ‘.7 '£*?*■ permarkets. 

- • -^ Xr ' Kingfisher emerges as the 

7. ." r . senior partner in the merger, 

"77 7 r V (,; with its shareholders set to 

” ~ :fKr control two-thirds of the shares 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 


MEGASTORE: ANATOMY OF THE WORLD S TENTH-BIGGEST RETAIL GROUP 
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ASDA 


WOOLWORTH’S 


SUPERDRUG 


COMET 


B&Q 


PROFILE 
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I WHAT WILL 
MERGER 
MEAN? ! 
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Almost 80.000 staff are em- 
ployed in 292 locations. Its 
turnover for 1997-98 was 
£7.6bn and profits were E409m 

Shoppers are greeted by duck- 
ing chickens and other gim- 
micks. Employees, who sport 
big. yellow badges, are called 
“colleagues" in a friendly, 
happy-clappy environment 

Shoppers could soon be able to 
buy Superdrug. Comet and 
Woolworths products. Will 
boost Asda's chances of chal- 
lenging Tesco and Sainsbury's. 
its larger rivals. 




Family retailer employing some 
30,000 at 787 outlets. Turnover 
Of £1.76bn and profits of 
£1 19.9m fori 998-1 999. 

High-street stalwart all over 
Britain. Cheap-and-cheerful 
stores using tried and trusted 
formula of selling everything 
from pick-and-mix sweets to 
children's clothing. 

Asda's George clothing range 
might line up alongside Woolies' 
own Ladybird label. Wool- 
worths' products could similarly 
find their way on to Asda's 
shelves. 


superdrug 


About 12,000 staff employed at 
more than 700 stores, £798. 5m 
turnover and £9 1m profits 
(1998-1999). 

New "Concept" stores have 
moved towards swish, health- 
and-beautv emphasis. Scores 
have wooden floors and boast 
of a "chatty, magazine style of 
communication" 


Allied to Asda, the chain could 
gain ground on its larger rival 
Boots and add significantly to 
the 9.5 million customers it at- 
tracts every week. 




Employs almost 9.000 people in 
270 stores. £862 .9m turnover 
and £33. 9m profits (1998- 
1999) 

No-frills electrical retailer with 
emphasis on low cost, strug- 
gling to match the turnover of 
powerful rivals 
such as Dixons. 


Alliance with Asda will give it 
more purchasing power, en- 
abling it to compete more suc- 
cessfully with its rivals and 
possibly bringing down the 
price of electrical goods. 


Employs 19,563 people at 290 
stores. £l.9bn turnover and 
£188m profits (1998-1999) 

User-friendly format for the 
weekend home-improver. Stores 
come in two formats, the small- 
er “5upercentre" and 37 larger 
“warehouses', located mainly 
out of town. 


Potential for loyalty scheme in- 
corporating Asda and Britain's 
largest DIY retailer. Will not be 
as obviously affected as other 
Kingfisher companies. 


• -c-i iionala “ 
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The Kingfisher-Asda merg- 
er comes at a sensitive time for 
UK retailing. 

Britain's £60bn supermar- 
ket sector was referred to the 
new Competition Commission 
last week on grounds of al- 
leged profiteering. 

UK retailers have been sub- 
jected to an extended cam- 
paign against supposed 
“rip-off” prices, with commen- 
tators pointing to far lower 
prices for food and clothing 
elsewhere in Europe and in the 
United States. Analysts said the , 
merger could be delayed by a 
competition investigation, 
though one said: “I can see no 
grounds for one.” 

The company will be run by 
Sir Geoff Mulcahy of Kingfish- 


; “ m the new group. The deal fol- Sir Geoff Mulcahy of Kingfish- 

. 7 " ■;"“ 7 S: ' lows a break-down in merger er, who wiB be chief executive 

7 7 " \ talks between the companies of the combined group. Allan 

~ ~' z ’■ last year, while in 1997 Asda Leighton, Asda's chief execu- 

r hektaierger talks with Safeway, five, will be his deputy. Archie 

• “ s Tsflke has also been specu- Norman, Asda’s chairman, and 

lation that Wkl-Mart the US hy- a former finance director of 
p - permarket retailer; might be Kingfisher, will be non-execu- 


preparing to invade the UK live deputy chairman. 


stable quits 
hearing 




.•.if'TrSf-:: 


market and that Asda could be 
a target 

City analysts were yesterday 
speculating that there could still 
be a rival bid for Asda by Car- 
re four, the French hypermarket 
retailer. On the stock market 
shares in other supermarket 
operators such as Tesco and 
Sainsbury’s rose in trading yes- 


Tbe deal caps a remarkable 
comeback by Asda, which was 
on the brink of collapse in 1992 
before Mr Norman came in to 
run it It has grown rapidly 
since then to become Britain’s 
third-largest supermarket 
group, behind Tesco and Sains- 
buiy’s. 

Kingfisher and Asda said 


terday on the possibility of fur- theywillgive more merger de- 


ther bid action. 


tails on Monday: 
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Pupils to use 

‘dumbed-down’ 

calculators 






SPECIALLY “DUMBED-DOWN” 
calculators are to be compul- 
sory in some A-Ievcl maths 
exams as part of the Govern- 
ment’s drive to raise standards. 

At present, candidates are al- 
lowed to take any calculator into 
an A-level exam, including 


BY JUDITH JUDD 
Education Editor 

lous. "Students should be able 
to do some maths without cal- 
culators but it ispossible to set 
some questions which require 
an algebraic answer for which 


those which draw graphs and you can't use calculators. 


k:o! 


solve algebraic equations. The 
new, official calculators will 
provide less help and govern- 
ment exam advisers say that 
this will make the examinations 
more demanding. 

Critics say the decision to in- 
troduce officially approved cal- 
culators far some papers is 
“daft” and that the use of noi> 


“And in order to use an al- 
gebraic calculator sensibly, you 
need to have a very good un- 
derstanding of maths. That is 
a sufficient test I can’t see the 
point of training pupils to use 
two sorts of calculators, one of 
less than maximum power “ 
The changes are the result 
of the introduction of new Aand 


to Calculators does not lower AS-level courses from next Sep- 
sxiSi standards. They argue tember. As marry as 75,000 ap- 
chat students need a sophisti- proved calculators might be 
cated grasp of maths to oper- needed in the first year. 


ate the graphic calculators and 
those with algebraic functions. 
But ministers, who have al- 


The Qualifications and Cur- 
riculum Authority, which ad- 
vises the Government on 


ready insisted under-eights exams, said a specification for 
should not be given calculators, the new calculators bad not yet 
are determined to curb their . been agreed upon, but they 
use even among sixth-form- might be produced by several 


ers. They originally wanted a 
calculator-free paper but have 
agreed to the compromise erf an 
approved calculator. 

New rules, which will come 
into force from 2002 , stipulate 
that computers, graphic calcu- 
lators and calculators with 
computer algebra functions 


manufacturers. A spokesman 
said: “New A-level maths 
exams will include papers in 
which camSdates are permitted 
to use calculators which will not 
offer graph-drawing or equation 
solving features, nor will they 
permit candidates to store for- 
mulae they should know, as ma- 


wOl be barred for a quarter for chines currently allowed in 


1 - 


the examination. 

Professor Margaret Brown 
i£]frg‘s College, London said 
n-yyecision to produce “offi- 
iai” calculators was ridicu- 


A-level exams do. These 
arrangements will add specif- 
ic demands and help to ensure 
the standard and challenge of 
A-levels are safeguarded” 


net 


Sue Arnold 

P ' AM Wien I said the only place 
g§fP* I wanted to go to was 
E* laga Jamaica, he said ‘no prob’ 
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Could you turn 
children on to IT? 

Teaching is modernising for all our futures. To be part of 
it send for an information pack that will tell you ail 
about this challenging career. To: Teacher Training 
Agency Communication Centre. FREEPOST ANG2053, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3ZZ. Please visit our web 
site, www.teach-tta.gov.uk or call us on 01245 454 454. 
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Address: 






Postcode: 


Telephone. 


Current Status 

(e.g.Siudent/Prolession/Unemployed): 
Special Teaching Interest 

i Primary/Secondary /Subject): 
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No-one forgets 
a good teacher. 















I! nr> 




f'r i *- 


8 


MANDELSON ANSWERS YOUR QUESTIONS 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday 17 April 1999 


‘I don’t blame anyone. It was 



misjudgement that was to blame 


His home loan, his private life, his 
chances of returning to office: in his 
first interview since his fall from 
power, Peter Mandelson answers 
questions from ‘Independent’ readers 


Do you believe that the mod- 
ernisation period of the 
Labour Party has come to an 
end? And where can I get a 
copy of yo nr book, “The Blair 
Revolution”? Nada Farhoud, 
Bramham, Beds 
Of course not The party and its 
policies are changing, and will 
continue to change, to meet the 
changing needs of the country. 
But its values stay the same. 
And I will be disappointed if in 
10 years or so another genera- 
tion is not saying, “These Blair 
ideas, they’re looking a bit old- 
fashioned now”. As for the 
book, m e-mail you. 


Do you have a single 
fridge/Breezer combo or two 
separate units? Tertio Ltd. 
London 

Fbr the moment, I have two 
separate units But. as I think 
everyone knows, I'm about to 
move and don’t know what the 
position might be in a few 
weeks' time. Why? Are you in 
the fridge/freezer business? 


If you were still in office, 
would you have allowed 
BSkyB’s bid fbr Manchester 
United to go through? James 
Camp, Reading 
Given the very strong and un- 
equivocal Rejection of the bid by 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission in its detailed re- 
port I am sure that I would 
have accepted its conclusions. 


Sorry to see you go before 
your time. I actually thought 
you were the brightest bloke 
of them all, butjust one ques- 
tion: why did you wear that 
horrible moustache in the 
Eighties? Dr Dirk Pilot, 
Alexandria, Scotland 
That’s a very good question - 
and one I have asked myself 
ever since I shaved it off And 
thanks for the kind words. 


Which currently sitting Tory 
MP do you most admire and 
why? JVC. Both 
There’s not that many left to 
choose from but I would have 
to say Ken Clarke. He’s both a 
paid-up member of the human 
race and one of the few Tories 
who has, at times, put nation- 
al interest before his own nar- 
row party interest Although he 
probably won’t thank me for 
saying this. 


What are your goals for the 
next 10 years? Roger HeireR 
Bath 

I’m afraid this might not seem 
exciting to some people, but 
first to con intie serving rpy con- 
stituents in Hartlepool whose 
support I have even more rea- 
son to appreciate now, and to 
continue doing whatever I can 
to support the New Labour 
government because 1 believe 
what they are doing is right fbr 
this country. 


Can you account for tbe un- 
exciting, not to state colour- 
less and boring, performance 
of the Government since you 
left it? John Limn, Tidenham 
I just don’t agree with you. 
How can any cabinet with Clare 
Short and Mo Mowlam be de- 
scribed as colourless? The past 
few months have been a peri- 
od of tremendous achievement 
for the people of our country. 
We are keeping our pledges - 
keeping our economy on track, 
putting new money into schools 
and hospitals and reforming the 
constitution to bring power 
closer to the people. We’ve 
brought in the minimum wage, 
and the biggest-ever increase 
in child benefit. Were striving 
for a new future for Northern 
Ireland, This is not boring or un- 
exciting, despite what the 
media would have you believe. 
This is a good government, 
getting on with what it was 
elected to do. 


What advice would you give 
to William Hague (o improve 
his image, both inside the 
party’ and to the general pub- 
lic? And do you think he 
would listen? Steve Goidd- 
ing. via e-mail 
I seem to he the only person in 
the country he's not consulted 
so for. But I have real doubts 
about whether any of them are 
giving him good advice. I think 
trying to seU him as a “regular 
guy” and a “working-class 
hero" is pretty much an act of 
desperation and won't really 


As you constantly get labelled 
a “Machiavellian", have you 
ever read MachiaveUi? If so, 
did yon see yourself? Sean 
Mahoney, Manchester 
Tm sure that MachiaveUi would 
say “whether I've read it or not 
I should say yes”. 


Do you think you were just tbe 
obvious next media target 
(encouraged by some dis- 
contented and under-achiev- 
ing old. tin -electable Labour 
MPs) or was there another 
agenda? Who do you think 
will be the next target? KMc- 
Clure, via email 
The media do like collecting 
scalps. But, and this is a diffi- 
cult thing for a politician to say, 
I have no one but myself to 
blame for what happened. I 
made a misjudgment and paid 
the price. It's why the past few 
months have been so painful 
I’ve spent much of that time 
kicking myself. But because 1 
knew I was damaging the Gov- 
ernment and the party. I re- 
signed quickly. And after the 
last government that’s a pret- 
ty rare event in itself. 


In your private life, you are 
talked of as being witty and 
charming. Public perception 
sees you as cold and control- 
ling. Wouldn’t you benefit 
from allowing more of this pri- 
vate persona to shine 
through? Paul Williams, 
London 

1 am sure you are right and it 
is one of the lessons I will 
learn. I certainly think that Tm 
not as bad as I’ve been paint- 
ed. But given the press I've had, 
that would be pretty difficult 
It’s one of those strange con- 
tradictions that I'm supposed to 
be all-powerful with the media 
and I’ve got such a lousy image 
myself. 


Do you have a new double- 
barrelled improbably named 
assistant? If not, can I apply? 
Sarah-Jane Gray, via e-mail 
Without bringing to tile some 
characters from PG Wode- 
house. I honestly doubt 
whether 1 could top Benjamin 
Wegg- Prosser. But I chose him 
for his ability, not his name - 
and it was a very good choice. 


You have recently been in- 
volved in charity work. Would 
you consider giving up poli- 
tics altogether if you found 
that you bad a strong vocation 
for that sort of thing? Euan 
Tail Bognor Regis 
It is not really fair to suggest 
I've only recently been involved 
in charity work. My time as a 
volunteer in Tanzania when I 
was young for instance, was 
perhaps the most rewarding 
and stimulating experience of 
my life. It certainty transformed 
ny outlook and equipped me for 
later life in a way I never fore- 
saw. I still feel I can make my 
best contribution in politics. 
But if a time comes when I no 
longer think this is the case, 
then I would certainly consid- 
er working with charities. 


What chance do you think you 
have of being the next Labour 
prime minister? Ibm Mor- 
gan, Salisbury 
None at ail - and, despite what 
you may have read, that was 
also my view when I was in the 
Cabinet. 


When do you envisage your 
return to Tony's Cabinet? Jon 
Barry, via e-mail 
When I left the Government 
the Prime Minister was kind 
enough to indicate that he be- 
lieved there would be more for 
me to do. I hope that is the case 
- that I can do more for my 
country, my constituency and 



wash with the public. You can’t 
sell as a regular guy someone 
who ordered Hansard from his 
local newsagent as a teenager; 
It just doesn't ring true He's got 
to concentrate less on his 
image and more on his policies. 
He’s got to ask himself, for in- 
stance, if he is sincere about 
caring Conservatism, why his 
party is so implacably opposed 
to tile minimum wage. He'S got 
to put his stamp on his party 
and resist being stampeded off 
to the right by some of his 
wild-eyed front-bench col- 
leagues. But, frankly, this is not 
a question for me but for the 
Mission Impossible team. 




Peter Mandelson at his constituency home. ‘I don’t mind people laughing at me but I won’t have them sneering at Hartlepool, It’s a wonderful place.’ David . 
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for my party. And for the Gov- 
ernment. too, though what 1 
might or might not do in the fu- 
ture is wholly a matter for the 
Prime Minister I shall contin- 
ue to do the best that I can, as 
I believe I have always tried to 
do. 


Do you still stick by the infa- 
mous quote from ‘Dispatch- 
es’ in 1990 where you 
described yourself as “the 
nicest person I know and 
what I say is the truth as I see 
it”? SuePolchow, Oxfordshire 
I can’t quite recall who said that 
the British public would stand 
for most things, but they do 
draw the line at irony. But I 
know what they meant 


ries which go with you to the 
grave, whether they are true or 
not and I'm sure that this one 
will follow me there. I don’t 
min d people laughing at me, but 
I won't have them sneering at 
HartiepooL It’s a wonderful 
place with wonderful people, I 
love my time here and I ap- 
preciate the support from its 
people even more after what 
has happened in recent 
months. Tm very grateful I 
know some metropolitan types, 
who’ve never set foot near 
Hartlepool, think Tm an odd MP 
for the constituency but I don’t 
think that - and, more impor- 
tantly 1 think nor do many peo- 
ple in the town itself. 


Given the intense economic 
pressures placed on our stu- 
dents, do you believe that you 
would have had a successful 
career had you been a stu- 
dent in Nineties Britain? 
Also, do you believe that this 
country will suffer in the fu- 
ture as a result of foiling to 
provide a feasible method 
for many of our poorer, yet 
most talented, youngsters to 
flourish? Graham Paid. Ed- 
inburgh 

I certainty think that youngsters 
and the country would have suf- 
fered if we had kept an artificial 
cap on student numbers while 
continuing to reduce the 
amount of funding per head for 
students. It fell by 25 per cent 
under the last government 
Under our reforms, no parent 
will pay more than they did be- 
fore. all payments are related 
to ability to pay and higher ed- 
ucation wflJ benefit from in- 
creased funding The student 
loan system has been reformed 
to give most students longer to 
pay and the loan does not have 
to be repaid until their income 
reaches a certain leveL Only 
those families in the upper-in- 
come bracket will have to pay 
foil tuition fees. The least well- 
off third won’t have to pay any 
tuitfod fees. The result of the re- 
forms is we can now liftthe cap 
on numbers, so more than 
500,000 students can go into fur- 
ther and higher education. 
That’s good news for students 
and the country. 


Which of your achievements 
since Labour came to power 
are you most proud of? Jane 
Ashby, via email 
I ergoyed and greatly valued 
working at the heart of gov- 
ernment when I was in the Cab- 
inet Office. And while at the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry. I think we helped make 
Britain a better place for busi- 
ness and for people at work. I 
believe that the competitive- 
ness White Paper on building 
the knowledge-driven economy 
and pioneering electronic com- 
merce offers a new way forward 
for business in Britain, working 
with the Government. J think 
that the introduction of a na- 
tional minimum wage for the 
first time ever will help millions 
of low-paid people, too often for- 
gotten by society - and espe- 
cially low-paid women. Our 
legislation on fairness at work 
wOl help improve the work- 
place. And 1 believe that giving 
the Post Office greater com- 
mercial freedom wOl offer im- 
portant new opportunities for 
an important British business. 
I was proud to lead the team 
which produced such positive 
and constructive advances for 
Britain. 


newing the framework of 
Britain’s constitution, or be- 
come completely bogged down 
by it We’ve done neither In- 
stead. we’re getting on with 
what we said we would do. Giv- 
ing people in Scotland and 
Wales the chance to vote on new 
democratic arrangements - 
within the UK - and then 
putting them into place when 
they indicated their wishes. 
Pressing ahead with a new set- 
tlement for Northern Ireland. 
Implementing new mecha- 
nisms for improving the 
economies of the English re- 
gions. Bringing back a citywide 
authority for our great capital 
London - together with an 
elected mayor. Establishing a 
searching and authoritative in- 
quiry into new electoral 
processes in the House of Com- 
mons - and bringing in new 
processes for other elections. 
Legislating to get rid of hered- 
itary peers, and creating a new 
Royal Commission for longer- 
term reform - something I have 
taken a keen interest in from the 
backbenches. Improving the 
way both national and local 
government works. Getting 
right the detailed proposals for 
enacting freedom of informa- 
tion. AD these are important All 
these will improve the way gov- 
ernment works for the people of 
Britain. And all of them will be 
done by New Labour 


proper job and proper training 
- and has already helped halve 
long-term youth unemploy- 
ment since the election. Work 
for those who can, security for 
those who can’t isn't just a 
phrase. Its what drives our pro- 
gramme of welfare reform. 


NHS, and to rid this country of 
child poverty. But we are get- 
ting there. And you're right It 
will take more than one parlia- 
ment, which is why it is so im- 
portant we get re-elected. 


one of the closest partnerships 
in modem politics and they 
work together in a way no pre- 
vious Prime Minister and Chan- 
cellor have done. 




Do yon believe, as I do, that 
one’s sexual orientation is a 
matter of privacy, and should 
not be the subject of public 
disclosure? Jenny Waldron, 
London 

Yes, I do - and I think most peo- 
ple would agree. My personal 
life is not secret hut it is private 
and I think others should re- 
spect that 


What politician do you most 
admire and why? Mark Siatft, 
London 

Neil Kinnock. because he had 
the courage to be a moderniser 
when it was very difficult - and 
his guts and leadership saved 
the Labour Party. 


Now you’re not quite so busy 
can you come and help me out 
in toy local election campaign? 
Lynn, Labour candidate for 
Western Park 

If you think I would be an asset 
I would love to campaign for you 
(unless Millbank told me I had to 
forget a marginal elsewhere...! 



What's your favourite Barry 
Man j low song? EUiott 

Gotkine, London 
After many years of dealing 
with the Press, I'm tempted by 
“Read ’Em and Weep". But 
what about one of his most fa- 
mous ones? I can’t quite re- 
member its title, but I think it 
rhymes with brandy. 


Were you aware your phone 
was bugged, and if so, did you 
think this was unfair? H 
Codings. Stafford 
I don’t know whether it was, but 
if it did happen, I don’t think it 
was fain What I do know is the 
calls would have been dufl. 


Are you now able to differ- 
entiate between guacamole 
and mushy peas? Holen Ko- 
Unvote, Crawley 
I think a former leader of the 
Labour Party owns up to in- 
venting this guacamole story as 
a joke. But there are some sto- 


As a Liberal voter who voted 
Labour on the strength of its 
commitments to constitu- 
tional reform, I would like to 
ask Mr Mandelson which con- 
stitutional changes does he 
think are the most important 
to ensure a sustained im- 
provement in the quality of 
UK government at all levels 
(assuming that quality is re- 
lated to accountability!, and 
which does he think are most 
likely to be implemented by 
current and future Labour 
governments? Pete 
Callaghan, Croydon 
I think one of the ways New 
Labour has confounded its crit- 
ics is in its determination to 
cany out what we said we 
would do. When we make 
promises, we keep them. Unlike 
the Tories. Some people dear- 
ly thought that we would either 
abandon our programme of re- 


Do you believe that the Gov- 
ernment has a moral duty to 
reduce the gap - in terms of 
income inequality - between 
those who must rely on slate 
benefits (including many of 
your own constituents! and 
those who can decide their 
own salaries (including some 
of your associates)? Ben Car- 
lin, Brussels 

I certainly believe that it is the 
duty of society and govern- 
ment to look after those who 
can't look after themselves and 
to ensure everyone else has the 
chance to make their contri- 
bution to sodety and fulfil their 
potential This government has 
increased support for those 
who need it But we are also en- 
suring children get the best pos- 
sible start in life through our 
drive to raise standards in 
every school and innovative 
programmes, such as Sure 
Start We also believe that for 
those who can, work is the best 
route out of poverty. So the New 
Deal for instance, is helping to 
give people the chance of a 


As a keen supporter of pro- 
jects dealing with the home- 
less, how do you suggest 
getting (be Government to ad- 
dress this issue directly? 
Fran Budd, Battersea 
I think you are being a little un- 
fair to the Government Tony 
Blair set up the Social Exclu- 
sion Unit in which I was in- 
volved. and made one of its first 
priorities tackling rough sleep- 
ing and homelessness. He 
asked it to report quickly, which 
it did last summer. The Gov- 
ernment accepted its recom- 
mendations in full and has 
already appointed a homeless- 
ness “esar" for London, where 
the problem of rough sleeping 
is most acute. She has been 
given the resources to meet the 
published target of bringing 
down the number of rough 
sleepers sharply within three 
years. And councils are being 
allowed, at last, to spend their 
capital receipts to build and ren- 
ovate thousands of properties 
so we can get people out of bed- 
and -breakfasts and into their 
own homes 


Given the current state of tbe 
New Labour Government, 
what do you consider it has 
lost or gained by your pre- 
mature departure? John Lam- 
sin, Brixton Community 
College 

Given that the Government 
continues to deliver its promis- 
es and continues to have record 
support in the country, I think 
I would have to say that it lost 
a hard-working Trade and In- 
dustry Secretary in me and 
gained a hard-working one in 
Stephen Byers. 


If you could be re-incarnated 
as someone living today who 
would you chose to be? Anffiea 
Brook, via email 
Didnt HodcDe get into trouble for 
straying into this area? 


tudent 
with del 
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Does Mr Mandelson agree 
tbat “absolute power corrupts 
absolutely”? Antonio Karvou- 
nis, via e-mail 

Absolutely. £ 




How far do you consider tbat 
you or we can blame the 
media for your inevitable and 
very public departure from 
the immediate political 
stage? Michael Elliott. Brixton 
Community College 
I don’t It was my own mis-judg- 
ment that was to blame. 


Are you sorry to no longer be 
in charge of the miliennhmi 
Dome? Jane Carr, Hebden 
Bridge 

I miss the Dome very much be- 
cause I think it is going to be a 
wonderful achievement and a 
powerful symbol of Britain’s am- 
bition and its self-confidence. It 
will also be a great fun day out 
(and an affordable one! fbreveiy 
family in the land That’s worth 
the sweat and tears. 


If a film was to be made of 
your life, which actor would 
you cbose to portray you? 
Sally Quinlan. Brighton 
Alan Rickman (because he's 
not afraid of playing the hard 

guy 1 - 


In 1997 and 1998, it was wide- 
ly reported that you sabotaged 
Michael lister’s Private Mem- 
ber’s BUI to abolish bunting 
with hounds. Were these" re- 
ports true? Terry Sessfbrg 
Wjncanton w 
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Would you prefer to be re- 
membered as a moderniser or 
a socialist? Robert Page, via e- 
mail 

I don’t think they are mutually 
exclusive. I would like to be re 
raembered as someone who 
played his part in helping mod- 
ernise socialism. 


Did you oppose the policy of 
cruise missiles in the Eight- 
ies? Anthony Young . London 
No. I supported their deploy- 
ment because that’s what being 
a loyal member of Nato re^ 
quired. 


In your view, what are the 
Labour Government’s three 
most significant achieve- 
ments - achievements which 
will have a lasting impact- to 
date, and what are the three 
most significant tasks that re- 
main to be accomplished over 
this parliament and (poten- 
tially) the next? Michael Cut- 
bill. via e-mail 

For me. the minimum wage 
which will help tackle poverty 
pay. Tackling boom-and-bust 
by giving the Bank of England 
independence. And our educa- 
tion crusade. We’ve still got a 
long way to go to ensure ail our 
children get a good education, 
to restore and modernise the 


Why do “Independent” read- 
ers like reading stories about 
spin-doctors and cronyism? 
Christopher pym, Milton 
Keynes 

Journalists might think thev do 

but I’m not sure that’s the case’ 

People are more interested in se- 

rious reporting aboutlhe things 
they care about than Westmin- 
ster village gossip. 


My job at the cabinet office was 
to think ahead, to anticipate the 
pitfeUs and side-effects of our 
Policies and sometimes to offer 
unwelcome advice - which I 
was not afraid to do. But these 
particular reports were mis- 
chief-making. I did not sabo- 
tage the Bill and was never in a 
position to do so. 
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Do you agree with the widely 

held perception that since 
your resignation and that of 
Charlie Whelan, the relation- 

shipbctwwn the Prime Min- 
ister and the Chancellor has 
improved? R Kempodoo. Vic- 
toria 

Tm giad this Is all behind me 

no^butourdepartureshave not 

S2 d ^« s ^ testdiferenoe to 

titerefabonsfap tetween Ibny 

and Gordon. They had and have 


Which books have influenced 
you the most? Patrick Fbx, 
London 

Zola’s Germinal and William 
Morris’ News From Nowhere. 
Perhaps, though, I should re- 
read Gerald Kaufman’s ffiow to 
be a Minister] 
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Th what extent do you fed ihd^ 
your grandfather {Labour 
politician Herbert Morrison] 
“as had an important impact 
on your political career? Vivi- 
^Qurrey, Liverpool 
1 income more aware of nay 
grandfather after becoming a 
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“Tganisation; a practical man, 
he was never afraid to take risks 
and stand upforwhathebeBewsd. 
I think that’s a good model 
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THE TRAIA/LER’S LAST MOMENTS 
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. 1 Heavy list to starboard 

2 Sinking by the stem 

3 Only the bow above water with air 
crapped in the bow section 

A With bow at a depth of between 30 me- 
tres. the structure collapses under external 
water pressure 
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New evidence 
reopens Gaul 
investigation 
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AN OFFICIAL investigation is to 
be reopened into the loss of the 
fishing trawler Gaul, a quarter 
of a century after it sank with 
the loss of all 36 crew. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, said yester- 
day that an underwater search 
of the wreck of the Hull -based 
tiawlerhad found “new and im- 
portant evidence". 

A public inquiry by a Wreck 
Commissioner will be held later 
this year and a report is ex- 
pected to be published in 2000. 

The decision was welcomed 
by the families of the crew who 
have campaigned for 25 years 
for a fresh inquiry into what 
happened to the Gaul in Feb- 
ruary 1974. 

Mr Prescott, also published 
a report by the Marine Accident 
Investigation Branch (MAIB) 
which said the trawler had 
sunk in 10 minutes after it was 
_ swamped by 50ft waves. 

\0 TWo loading hatches had not 
been locked and two water- 
tight doors had been left open, 
the report said. 

Mr Prescott, who ordered 
the MAIB report in January 
1998, said the inspectors had 
carried out “an impressive feat 
of underwater detective work”. 

He said: “Their report con- 


By Philip Thornton 
T ransport Correspondent 

chides that new and important 
evidence has been found and I 
have therefore ordered that 
the formal investigation should 
reopen in full. I sincerely hope 
the reopened formal investiga- 
tion will be able to address any 
outstanding questions on the 
circumstances of her loss and 
close the chapter of this veiy 
tragic event” 


Caul's estimated 
last known 
position. 9.30am. 
B February 1 97 4 
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The MAIB report broadly 
supports the conclusions of the 
first official investigation in 
1974 which found the vessel had 
foundered and capsized in 
heavy seas. 

Despite that inquiry, 
rumours have persisted that 
the Gaul was sunk by the 
Soviet navy while engaged on 
a spying mission. 

Yesterday the MAIB said it 
had found nothing to connect 
the Gaul with an intelligence- 
gathering mission. It said there 
was no evidence of fire HamagP 
or explosion and nothing to 
show she had been holed It 
said that a tear in the hull - 
which critics have said was 
caused by anothervessel- was 
due to water pressure. 

Relatives' reactions to the 
MAIB report were mixed with 
some saying it had failed to say 
why the Gaul sank. 

Ian Sheppard, 50, who lost 
his father; Thomas, condemned 
the report as a farce. 

“We’ve asked them ques- 
tions and they just can't answer 
them. I think it’s rubbish that 
it sank after being hit by a 
wave,” he said “I believe it was 
hit by something below the wa- 
terline. But if they had admit- 
ted that at the time there could 



John Prescott announcing a new investigation yesterday into the loss of the ‘Ganl’ 


have been a World War Three.” 

Paul Broom, whose father; 
Sydney was second mate on the 
trawler; said' “This investiga- 
tion has affected us all our 
lives. We’ve had to grow up with 
no father. But what’s most 
upsetting is when people ask us 
‘how did your father die?’ and 


we answer ‘I don’t know'.” 
Michael Spurgeon, whose 
father; Maurice, was a crew 
m emb er; said that he still had 
grave doubts. 

“There still remains a lot of 
questions that need answering. 
There was no mayday call no 
wreckage found and no bodies 


found at the time - these must 
be answered at the inquiry.” 

Beryl Betts, whose brother; 
BiDy Jones, died in the tragedy, 
said “I think it’s quite feasible 
the boat was hit by heavy waves 
and went down. “Fbr years I 
believed there was something 
more sinister but I agree with 


Kippa Matthews 

what the report has to say.” 

Mr Prescott, who is MP for 
Hufi East, said a new search 
would be launched to trace, 
exhume and perform DNA 
tests an three bodies, believed 
to be crew members, that were 
washed up on the north Russ- 
ian coast in 1974. 


The Long 
Campaign 


January 22, 1974: 'Gaul' 
leaves Hull, with 36 crew. 

February 10, 1974: 

Boat reported missing. No 
distress call made. 

February 11-15, 1974: 

Search finds no trace. 

October 1974: Inquiry 
concludes ic probably sank 
after being swamped. 

1974: Conspiracy theo- 
ries: Holed by Soviet sub 
while spying; sunk acci- 
dentally by Naro: scuttled 
by crew, who -were later 
jailed by Russians. 

1974: Bill Rodgers, de- 
fence minister, cold rela- 
tives; “Trawler fleet is not 
involved in any way in any 
intelligence-gathering.' 

1996: Trawler skipper 
Mason Red f earn says that, 
at request of Navy, he 
spied on Russians. 

August 19, 1997: 'Gaul* 
found 70 miles off Nor- 
way, near Russian border, 
by Anglia TV and Norwe- 
gian TV film-makers. 

August 1997: Documen- 
tary team finds that three 
unidentified bodies were 
washed up in Russia. 

December 1997: De- 
fence minister John Reid 
says trawlers were used 
“for specific intelligence- 
gathering operations" in 
the 19605 and 1970s. 

January 1 998: John 
Prescott announces official 
survey of the wreck. 

August 8, 1998: Marine 
Accident Investigation 
Branch team takes 40 
hours of film. 

August 15, 1998: Mr 

Prescott says he wants to 
reopen formal inquiry and 
seek exhumation of the 
three bodies. 

December 9, 1998: Fam- 
ilies see footage of the 
underwater search. 

April 16, 1999: Mr 

Prescott publishes Marine 
Accidents report, reopens 
inquiry, orders search for 
three unidentified bodies. 


Students now graduating 
with debts of £4,500 each 


A DRAMATIC increase in 
. -ji::- student debt and a growing 
gap between the salaries of 
,1 - Vm 2*^ male and female graduates is 
►> P*** revealed in research published 

" • today. 

.. - i By the tura students leave 
• universi ty they have borrowed 
more than twice as much as 
,w-r, U 1 ® 1 *’ their counterparts in 1994, and 

y-’-"' it- iff the debt burden is expected to 
•• * grow farther 

The reduction in student 
grants and the increasing 
_ - - r . availability of special student 

loans has led to a massive rise 
■ - to borrowing, according to the 

r- c survey of 2,400 graduates, 

j Researchers also found a 

growing differential between 
“ v -' : r; salaries paid to male and 
female university leavers. 
'• While young men earned an 

, c average £14,619, women re- 
. .- .jui ceived £12^01 - a difference of 

; ^ V neariy 30 p® cent 

: V . j ? L . Despite equality legislation 

\ l i,i r and enhanced awareness of 
' u *- ' the “gender gap”, the difleren- 
■ B tial rose 8 per cent between 

1997 and 1998. 


-.■I Hi- 1 triK. 


By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 

The survey for Barclays 
Bank said the disparity was 
partly explained by increasing 
salaries for science, engineer- 
ing and technology graduates 
- mostly men - compared with 
salaries available in areas dom- 
inated by women. 

The average salary for new 
graduates in engineering - of 
whom 85 per cent were male - 
was £15,225, compared with 
languages -78 per cent female 
-where the pay was £10,633. 

The gender differences were 
also reflected in salary 
expectations. The average pay 
expected by male graduates 
after five working years was 
£28,119, while female gradu- 
ates were expecting £22^51 -a 
difference of 23 per cent 

The report pointed out that 
the huge rise in borrowing by 
students was detected before 
the introduction last September 
of £i,000-a-year fees. 

Graduate borrowing levels 


increased by 103 per cent be- 
tween 1994 and 1998, by which 
time they owed a total of £814m. 
The average debt was £4,497 
last yean compared with £2312 
in 1994. 

Some 79 per cent of 1998 
graduates had borrowed an 
average £2365 from the Student 
Loan Company. Neariy 60 per 
cent had borrowed money from 
their main bank and owed an 
average cf 0,112. 

Barclays found, however; that 
attitudes to borrowing had be- 
come more relaxed over the past 
five years and that graduates 
recognised both the costs and 
benefits of attending university. 

Fourteen per cent more uni- 
versity leavers were "comfort- 
able or unconcerned" about 
their borrowing levels in 1998 
than their counterparts in 1994. 

The market for graduates 
was relatively buoyant. The av- 
erage number of job applica- 
tions per student had declined 
from 27 in 1994 to 17 last year. 

The survey found that 89 
per cent of graduates found 


jobs in the first six months 
after graduation and that 
salaries over the past five years 
had risen broadly in line with in- 
flation. 

The average salary last year 
was £13388 a year - an increase 
of £L9I9, or 17 per cent since 
1994. Graduates who found work 
in their “preferred career" were 
on 05551, 16 per cent more than 
the average salary. 

This compared with a differ- 
ence of 10 per cent in 1994 when 
those entering their preferred 
career earned an average of 
£12,665 a year 

Students were more con- 
cerned with gaining immediate 

employment than getting the 
idesd job. The percentage in 
"stop-gap" jobs had risen by 12 
per cent since 1994, while the 
□umber of graduates who went 
into their preferred career had 
fallen by 7 per cent 

Darren Pulvei; manager of 
Barclays graduate banking, 
warned that borrowing levels 
were likely to increase as the im- 
pact of tuition fees was felL 
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Lawrence QC offers to help 
family of murdered Asian 


; THE CRUSADING barrister 

Michael Mansfield, QC, has of- 
. j. \ tf**.,* fered to hdp the fatuity of a 

v ‘ ■ 'y,' murdered Asian man whose 

v,,;i . case has been compared to 

vfj that of Stephen Lawrence. 

! ^ ;„J' The family of Stnjit Singh 

r * . • " Chhokai; a Sikh waiter; yester- 
V ' ^ day announced Mr Mansfield’s 

'• .W simnort for their campaign 
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support for their campaign 
after they delivered a 5, 000-sig- 
nature petition to the Lord Ad- 
vocate in Scotland, Lord 
Hanfie, protesting about the au- 
thorities handling of the case. 

Mr nhhntoir, 32, a fether-of- 
fcwo, was killed in the street out- 
side his girlfriend Liz Bryce’s 
home in Overtown, Lanark- 
shire, last November; No one 


BY IAN BURRELL 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

has been convicted of his mur- 
der Earlier this year; Ronnie 
Coutteq 30, stood trial for the 
murder of Mr Chhokar but was 
acquitted at the High Court in 
Glasgow and convicted of of as- 
sault He was one of three sus- 
pects in the murder but the only 
(me brought to triaL 

Outside the Crown Office in 
Edinburgh yesterday; a family 
spokesman, Aamer Anwar, 
read an impassioned state- 
ment in which he said the jus- 
tice campaign would continue 
until the famity were given the 
answers they sought Around 30 


famity members and supporters 
observed a minute’s silence. 

Mr Anwar welcomed Mr 
Mansfield’s suppral The human 
rights specialist has played a 
crucial role in representing 
Neville and Doreen Lawrence in 
their six -year battle for justice 
in the case of their son. Stephen. 
Mr Mansfield, 57, also acted for 
the Birmingham Six and the 
Bridgewater Three. 

The Coulter trial caused a 
legal storm after the judge. 
Lord McCluskey, criticised the 
Crown Office for prosecuting 
only one of the men. 

Lord Hardie then called 
Lord McCluskey’s remarks 
“uninformed and Hi-advised”. 


Mr Anwar said: “We’re not 
saying it was definitely a racist 
murder. The family wants to 
know if it was one." He said the 
campaigners did not want to do 
the job of the Crown Office but 
felt they had been forced to con- 
tinue with their campaign for 
the truth. 

A Scottish Office spokesman 
said Frank Crowe, the Deputy 
Crown Agent had met the fam- 
ily and supporters for an hour 
and updated them on the in- 
vestigation. A report of the 
meeting would be passed to the 
Lord Advocate. 

Adedsion relating to the two 
other suspects is expected to be 
reached by May. 
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Read Donald MacIntyre’s unauthorised, 
compelling story of Peter Mandelson’s 
rise and fall only in 
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Britain, s Biggest Electrical Stores 




Televisions SAVE s MO 


DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 


MATSU I ii'wHwu irwMomn 

■win NiCAM Slew Sound 

■ji-.i r Y-* *bl— 

V ji*«r 


■ 479 


Dolby Pro-Logic Surround 
Sound with sub-woofer 
for your Cinema-at-Home 
experience. 


JWW * MOUTHS IKTBaSTHIg OFTTOW 

PHILIPS 21' Widescreen TV with 


NICAM Stereo Sound 

h- m Vivble 

wm 




fastexc for easy access 
to Teletext services. 


JVC -B 3-0 Phonic Widescreen TV 
■vnh Dolby Pro-Logic[ 

■ i.o*:rr* Vivblo 
S. *<xf. 

■ »=.v.rc*i •-•asv 
J ew. Vier^.i Modrf flV?SWRTF»C. 


awswa 

[749.99 


SONY 23 Widescreen TV 


PANASONIC 

28” Dolby Pro-Logic TV 

66cm Visible Screen Size. 

Model TX28LD4. 

Was £599.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


Surround Sound 

fifiem ''mb lo 

Screen >ir* 

Model KV23WS2. 

M 

evens mcc 

[799 


SONY 3r Wega Widescreen TV wMi 

l /r,,bk> ""■’rijri JL-e 

'AxW 4v;8F>60 

12 MONTHS INTWSST 

FLAT 

SCREEN 

M 


MATSUI 14- Remote i 

■ 34cm Visible 
Screen Uzt 
lOn Sow C"spiJi 
Model I4V1R 
W» £99 99 SAVE CIO 


[89.99 


PHILIPS 3?' Widescreen TV with 
Dolby Pro-Logic 
Surround Sound 
■ 'bar VniWe Saeen buev r 
Sue ■ c jste-i l« easy N*HmM I 



[1199 


111 WeWrt senm:es. Mndei i2PWfi332C 


GRUNDIG 

21* TV with Teletext I 
Sian Visible Saeen 
Sin Model TS5 73011 

f j ~j*VTl 

Was Was Was I 


15999 


6rtnVwHC.3rtnSUt UTATArj f 

•Jerk! CMMOCTIk ftint* SIS Toul Separate Sdlli 


HITACHI 2T tougrned OlgtiJ Wrdooen 

TV with Dolby P10-L09C ■WMwruxwr 

EVSISI ,1298 


SERV1S 100Q Spin Washing Machine 

■ Economy Wash 
Option 

■ Delates Wash 

Option. Model M3T10. r 

Was £249 99 S MONTHS WISEST FREE OmOM* 


ms 


HOTPOINT 1000 Spin 'Aquarius' 
Washing Machbre 
Amiable in 3 rokxas. 

Model WM6! 

Was Q7939. In-store 

Price £329 99. W MONTHS WISEST FRff OmON* 


CANDY 1000 spb. 

Washer Dryw 

Model AUSI000. 

Was £359.99. 
in-store Price £299 39. 1 


m m 


6 MONTHS MTBK5T FRE OPTION* 


Fn» • :!«4 « 12 MONTHS HTBBEST FSB 0PTT0I 


? 


ELECTROLUX nman 

1000 Spin ’Aqualux* 

Washing Machine 
Model EW1006F. 

In-store Price □ 23.99. 


m a 


6 MONTHS HVTEREST FUSE OPTION* 


BOSCH 1000 Spin Washing Machine 
-A' Rated Wash 
Performance. 

Model WFFI20I. 

Was £43939. In-store 
Price £399.99. t* MOUTHS HHBtt ST Mg OPTION* 


■glj POUCMUPBCZ 

i^35999 


HOOVER 1100 Sphi Washer Dryer 

■ 14 Programmes. 

■ Economy Option. 

■ Crease Guard Option. 

Model WAIIOl 


IK&ga ^Srsiwot 

MM§99 


WE 140939. W MONTHS NIIHESTTRH OPTION* 


EXCLUSIVE 


Videos SAVE a e50 


VideoPJusand PDC 
makes programming 
qukk.easy and 
reliable. 



MATSUI to ng Hey Video with 

Index Search System | 

On Screen 

Programming. wm eg 
Model VX1 106. 

Was £39.99. SAVE £10 



BOSCH 1100 Spin Mtefcbig Machine 
20% larger wadi load. ■■■nuHRC 
Model WR2260 |rl|| |AA 

Price Euiudfng TraOe-n K^^Jr/LMII AQ 
£ 54939 12 MONTHS HM1WL l Ml/JJ 
INTEREST HIS OPTION 1 


WHITE KNIGHT ur» T hayer 

■ Reverse tumble HnnESiK 
Adlan. 

■ 2 Heat Settings. 4 
a 120 Minute Timer. 

Model 432W. In-nure Price £149.99. 


md 


Refrigeration SAVE^dSO 


SONY 


LG 

4.1 OLfL 
Upright Freezer 
Reversible Door. 
Model GF161SSF. 


Price Eicludrng Trade-In £14939. 


12939 


NICAM Stereo Video with 
VideoPlus and POC 

Model SLVE730. Was £249.99 In-st«e Price £229 99 


FERGUSON 4*eadMCAM 

Stereo Video 
Videoplus And PDC. 

Model FV305HV. 
was £179 39. 


ami offer, complete, nev^lxxKedl^edlkt 
stock,wtthin7dayslnalocalshop, . 

wellmatqutonthespox 



Even on Sundays 


When you purchase before 4pm. 48 Hour delivery 
in some regions with choice of ara/pro defivety. 


Demonstration Rooms for the 
latest technology 



PANASONIC MCAM Stereo 

Video with T4pe 

Library System BVI AfA I 

Model NVHDti80 R |r VlHOQ 
W a-. £379.99. | 


ft^cu.fc. Fridge with fuir 
width salad crisper, door 
storage tray, dairy 
compartment and 
automatic defrost. 


ARISTON KHEamUcuJt. fridge 

■ 2 salad crisper*. 

I Reversible door. 


Modef SS48. 
Was £159.99. 


139.39 


m^^waaaJAHIU-.l Ask for details 


6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


Hi-Fi SAVE " i50 


CANDY 

9.7 cu.fL Fridge Freezer 


CANDY 10.7 <u.ft Fridge- Freon 

■ 6.7 cu.fL Fridge. Wf inpm 

■ Toughened Fridge VM AAA 

Modeias30ri2P. 


AB refrigeration sues 

quoted are total gmss 
capacmes xi orb* leeL 


Model CM28/10S. 

In-store Price £289.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


Was £299,99. 6 NORTHS WIBSTHH OWW* 

ZANUSSI 92 cuA Frost-Fire Fridge Freezer 
Automatic Defrost 
Model 2FK47/52R. 

Was £399.99 
In-store Price £36939.1 
6 MONTHS MTERE5T | 


OPTION* 


Was 


GRUNDIG wx-wura ctmohmi 

■ Digital Tunei 

■ Twin Cassette Deck 

Model M4S R|| 


Wai £69 9? in-stcxc Price £79 99. 


[6939 


Dishwashers SAVE JO 



AIWA CD Mini Hefl 

■ 3 CD auiodunger 

■ 2> 37*12 warn 

IRMj) power 
output 

Model NSXS55S. 




INDESIT Firi Size Dish washer 
■ Take; U Place 
Sonings 


■ 4 Programmes. 
Model DOf-IiXWii 


L21939 


EXCLUSIVE 


Wai CJ9.99 6 NORTHS IHTHtKT FREE 0PI10R* 


1 SONY CD Mini Hi-fi 

F^l with Recordable MiniDisc 


UCj Model MOT 333 Was £449.99 

9 (MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


SONY Compact CD Micro Fh-R 
■ RDS Digital Toner. ppMMpr~ am rex? 

:arrfli99 a 


BOSCH Full Size DWneasher 
Talcs 12 Place 
Sr-ttinqs Model 
SGS3042Gfl Price 
F-cludlng TFade-ln 


t299a 


Great value family 
sized dishwasher with 
4 programmes and 
programme progress 
indicator. 


v ■ s- ■■ 

\; 44 ^ 4 1¥M ! 
\ 


£329 99 ( MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


Portable Hi-Fi SAVE % <20 


HOTPOINT Full Sin IMinaihR 
TaS « 12 Place KWM ^booBiTag 

Mor£lPF61 EjjL^Qqq 

in -.lore Price C379 99 erA'At JfcJja 


10 (MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


ELECTROLUX 

Full Size Dishwasher 

Model ESF6T1. In-store Price £319.99 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* L 


\ . • V r T *'*■**’.1 

\ • •= J.A - * 1 


ft 




SAVE 

£70 


VOUCHER P9BCE 

£249. 


m 


SperiaBy deigned rooms, oflFeringtbe 
perfect emriromiMnt to Experience the 
latest in digital entertaauneitt. 


Faster, \ better care for your product 

our trained technicians are on standby for 
efficient service in your home. In-store repair 
shops are open seven days a week, and tihere’s 
even a 24hr helpline on 08701 54TC4L 


□ARTS Md 


SANYO TO Second Anti- Shock 
Personal 02 Player M W 

■ 24 bark a« 

0'ogr ammablc CD Hm|I AU QQ 

a Bat; boo-,i 1 

Model CD°565ek Wa-. £59 59 


SANYO Portable CD Svstom 

■ f M.T.1WTW Diqiul 

a Pcmerc Control nl|l f 1*1 00 

a Prcai.vnmat'i- CD KUU_I' fJtJJ 


Model M CD 22 ’Cl L Wo-. £89 99. 


PANASONIC 


Portable CD System 


36-track rjndo/n arerr,; programming 
Dual Caswrtc Dctkv Model RXED707 


SONY IP-Second Anti -Shock 
PononJl CD FMoyt-r 

BBc->o;e crrre' 

■ fu»v prnyf -irr^n-lbl. 

Wodfl CiVi'i 


ORAWjL £iJM7 Wy. i?? ■» 


Camcorders SAVE S <300 


Shopping Made Easy 

With tete night opening, Sunday shopping 
and easy perking. Phone 0990 500049 for yoiff 
nearest store. You can even order 
direct on 0500 304304. 


PANASONIC rcsvur-u 

VHS-C Camcorder ■IN' uamrea 
edth 21* Zoom ■*T1 AAA 
Model MVRXiSS gyrllg/MMofl 


Was £34*39 Was HMRU 
n 29.99 6 MONTHS MTBEST RtS OPTION* 


44 Kleift'.- s*L?5 Rua: ; rd 




SONY Digltal-B Camcorder with 
23" LCD Screen 

aNighshni - IM!L7QQoo 



Cookers SAVES <70 


BESTSELLER 


Double oven for extra 
cooking space. 


Soon Slot-in Electric Cookar 

■ >'nar.iiii i’V.ah 

vomencE 


i S-.-paraie Oven 
;' n 4C'4 a in Wk.no, 

6 "jo or urecn 

Model DC 10,-2 tl 

w -* In itoro Price £219.99 


199a 


Ceramic hob for fast 
reactive heat control 
and ease of cleaning. 


NEW WORLD m- m- ^ 

lt*levnl Oai Cook ex p^ 1 " - 

S. D.vov Oven I 

■m.j .11 Model ■ 

CTTSWOID Was 




Jf269<wl 

-j* 4 6 MONTHS HfTEREST FREE 0PT10H* 


S7r2kY ES g g™ 

Scp.jr.i-o Oven 
ai'^t Gull 

■-145JI.; GJC 1A/.1-, 


film In the dart 



ee) serve 


The UK’s No 1 



internet service * 

with over i million customers 


R^SBtiacwnandsibsaiiKion 

^ whh on-fine support 


jg Mews, sport, entertainment, 
b» travel, shopping and much n 


more 


E-mailaddresses- 

as many as you need 


PICK UP YOUR FREE DISC 
IN-STORE NOW 

www.freeserve.net ‘Subject a? suadaid local aBates. 


HOW IT WORKS Auuuki ts likim (ire If repaid is ful brim 


lor trnw Ah. 9th, inh or 12 Bi aionUr 
reyrngnaixaia^a ht ptt la d Hat e d nh die nudua. Set ourHuwh 
Wats' tewtad kntore fur detafc. £xugie bold on Cadi Frkt af ms» 


rr!.«f (*«" * i • I'Tm'T -'tl'' 

n vs^Yv,>;-;v*.yi ‘m*- \ i tr. 

Jr I'^i V-T*; LiV-f- 1* . »'l ■ L L*. 1 . Ll t. 

^EsagBaggr 


PACKARD BELL V 


lntel« Pentium® II 400MHz 
Multimedia PC with 56k Modem 
a 64Mb RAMHJGb Hard Pn^. 
a Indudet over 20 sofraare wte including 
Windows 98. BUde Runnn cn 0i."J 5 jCSt 
tides. DAneyt A Bug's Lite ard Sirnba's 
Pride - ban King 2 Ask ter details Model 
3400. 3 MONTHS M1B1E5T FREE OPIWN* 


PACKARD BELL 

Cyrix Ml 300 Multimedia PC 
with 56k Modem 

■ 32Mb RAIW32GD 
Hard Dn»e. 

B 32- Speed CD-ROM 

■ 0»er 20 software »m« 



including Wintfciy.n K Plus 5 rSCSE title-. 
Model CLUB 40 War-£J9? Was £b« 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


RIDGE RACER TYPE 4 

The most tHijjrhuUng 3-D gr.tphits cm 
ax-n cnitslde an arcade, now upgradnd 
iTi'.h oven n>?te race crtaali 



cITHcs 
II MCKThS 
IVTESfST 
FP.EE 0-''CN 


20%dqxBBidfl30 U mootaiy powers 
! of £1321. Ura ot £241 47 briars 
(or«ekj the I2h e=aNi rt^imeK 
frej j in j uJit ^ | * A ML* rmySl 



20% degeut af fttfl 
4< mamMy r^iyreniB 
oJ £tJ2t. Tetdl mourn 
payable ±72428. 


F« tom vaba HIM aid mr. mmraun depflh U W- Si*|en to dares 
ahaiywiepgnaCunn huu rei P ^gnnge (irm reitWwareptdRTaNlfc* 15 1 
fMtable an legHB Iwt Dept IKMW, Mapmdi Amt Ifcmri Rmf 
[|f /0 hctb W 2 7m (Appfians nusl be norom. ZlMHMndJ 
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HOME NEWS/11 



Shakespeare 


meets Busby 





Berkeley 


ON "A STAGE" at Shepperton 
film studios a set has been 
built to resemble an Oxbridge 
collage. From the door of the 
School of Social Philosophy ap- 
pears a tap-dancing Kenneth 
Branagh, in top hat, white tie 
and tails, and singing Fred As- 
taire's “Dancing Cheek To 
Cheek”. 

If that is not surprising 
enough, this is a film of Shake- 
speare’s Love's Labour’s Lost. 
It is being tipped to be the next 
film after Shakespeare in Love 
and Romeo and Juliet to make 


By David Lister 
Art News Editor 


39 * 


the Bard hip for young audi- 
ences and win its stars ac- 
claim. 

Branagh, who is directing 
and starring, has added Thirties 
song-and-dance numbers to 
Shakespeare’s text. It is a 
home-grown film, financed by 
the National Lottery through 
Pa the Films in Bri tain But the 
song-and-dance Shakespeare 
concept has so intrigued one of 
the world's most powerful film 
producers, Harvey Weinstein, 
head of Miramax, that he will 
distribute it in America, guar- 
anteeing huge publicity and 
access to thousands of screens. 

The film has a British and 
American cast, with Alicia Sil- 


curves and what seems linear 
on the stage becomes rounded 
on the screen, taking a musical 
number and breaking it down." 

The beneficiary of the bur- 
sary Ls Alison Golding, 30. She 
said: “It's very different to the 
stage work and pop promos I 
do, bung wide-screen rather 
than video. Doing the tap rou- 
tines with the actors took a long 
time, as it is new to them. But 
to be around someone like Ken 
Branagh (who) has such, vision, 
drive and energy becomes very 
infectious.” 

Lone's Labour’s Lost is a 
comedy of love and romance in 
which four young noblemen, led 
by the king of Navarre, swear 
to renounce women for three 
years and promptly fall in love 
with the Princess of Fiance and 
her companions. 

The men attempt to salvage 
their honour in the face 


of 


teasing 


’j 






Fired Astaire in ‘Top Hat’, 
which inspired B ranag h 
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version e, Natascha McEHhone 
and Adrian Lester among those 
joining Branagh. But it is par- 
ticularly important for the 
British film industry as it is the 
first film musical to be made 
here since Absolute Beginners 
more than 12 years ago. 

For this reason the Arts 
Council has given its first bur- 
sary to a young choreographer 
to study bow to work with film 
actors, as choreographers in 
Britain have so Sttie experience 
of this. The council was urged 
to do this by the film's princi- 
pal choreographer, Stuart 
Hopps, who is founder chair- 
man of the British Association 
of Choreographers. 

He says: “It struck me that 
since this was the first musical 
for some time, it would be a 

marveflous training for a young 
choreographer There are so 
many technical things to learn 
about the filming ofdance- un- 
derstanding tracking shots, the 
way the lens of the camera 


much sharp-witted 
from the women. 

Branagh, after a day of nu- 
merous quick changes from 
tap dancing in top hat and tails 
to T-shirt and sitting behind the 
camera, took a break from film- 
ing to tell me how he believed 
the song-and-dance concept 
would not just revitalise the 
British musical film but was a 
much more natural appendage 
to Shakespeare than it might 
seem. 

“The vocabulary of romantic 
love is depressing!? narrow” he 
said. “Cole Porter and George 
Gershwin use the words of 
Shakespeare. “Hiey Can’t take 
That Away From Me" sounds 
quite natural when a couple 
part in the play. And there are 
so many references in the play 
to music and dance as ele- 
ments of courtship. Shake- 
speare goes on in this play 
about women’s eyes and the 
power of a look across a crowd 
ed room. The idea of love at first 
sight is something that sits 
very well in the world of musi- 
cals." 

AD the songs in the play even 
such classics as “Dancing 
Cheek To Cheek”, are used to 
further the action rather than 
interrupt it The music, said 
Branagh, “allows people to sur- 
render to the ver^ Some of the 
speeches are unquestionably 
arias. I would lifa* to think that 
the verse maybe given literal- 
ly a better chance to sing than 
otherwise it might be.” 

The film had an unusually 
long three- week rehearsal pe- 
riod, necessary to learn dance 
as well as verse speaking. 
Branagh spent the first day 
showing the cast Tbp Hat and 
other Thirties musical films. 

Omskfering whether State- 
spearemLarewffl help his pro- 
ject, Branagh said “If shard for 
me to work out whether in the 
midst of millennium fever this 
reclamation of Shakespeare is 
a reminder to ourselves that 




£7m needed to 



* rescue failing 
’ university 






ACADEMICS YESTERDAY pub- 
i lished a rescue plan designed 
to save from closure the first 
British university to be con- 
demned as Ming. 

They insisted Thames VhDey 
University m west Umdon had 
a sound future, despite last 
year’s damning report on aca- 
demic standards, and rejected 
proposals to split it up into a se- 
ries of local colleges. 

Rinding officials backed the 
84 proposals in the three-year 
plan, bat said staff would need 
“an absolute determination to 
secure high quality and stan- 
dards" to see them through. 
Under the scheme, drawn up 

by the first hit squad to be draft- 
ed into a university, £7.2m wifi 
be poured into Thames Ifefiey, 
which recorded a 20 per cent 
drop in applications this yean 
Staff arts will be inevitable. 
It was feared the former 
Polytechnic of West London, 
based in baling and Slough, 


By Ben Russell 
Education Correspondent 


zmgm De oroKen up l uv 
of the highly critical report by 
higher education standards 
watchdogs which expressed 
serious doubts about its abili- 
ty to award degreesJ tied to the 


resignation of the vice chan- 
cellor; Mike Fitzgerald. 

Concerns about the univer- 
sity surfaced when it invited the 
higher education Quality As- 
surance Agency to investigate 
allegations of “academic dumb- 
ing down”. The QAA's report 
found “some evidence that the 
university may have lost sight 
of some basic principles of 

quality assurance which should 

be commonplace at an institu- 
tion with independent degree- 
awarding powers". 

The action plan, drawn up by 
the acting vice-chancellor Sir 
William Taylor; recommends a 
wholesale reorganisation of the 
university, new internal review 
panels and a re-organisation of 
teaching methods. 

Sheila Forbes, chairman of 
the university’s governors, 
said; “The university can be as- 
sured of a secure academic 
and financial future.” 

Andrew Fakes, president of 
the National Union of Students, 
sold the decision was “fantas- 


tic news”. 


there has been a great achieve- 
ment or whether it’s just a fash- 
ion thing. 

“But Shakespeare m Love 
and Romeo and Juliet have, in 
crass terms, allowed Shake 
speare to be ’cool.’ And in- 
creased interest in 
Shakespeare’s life is probably 
a good thing." 

Of his own project he has no 
doubts. “The play has magic in 
the web of it It gets under the 
skin." ht said, sounding un- 
cannily like a musical number. 
-‘And the film is a sort of genre 
of its own. It's not (ike anything 
you’ve ever seen." 

The producer. David Barron, is 
promising a release before 
Christmas, which, by accident 
or design, makes it just eligible 
for next year’s Oscars. 



Kenneth Branagh and Natascha McElhone m the latest update of a work by the Swinger of Avon, a Thirties -style ‘Love’s Labour's Lost’ 
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IVF study to 
assess risk of 
birth defects 


A NATIONAL register is to be es- 
tablished of children conceived 
using a relatively new fertility 
treatment that has been linked 
to genetic defects. 

There have been more than 
3,000 births in the UK from the 
use of a technique called Intra- 
Cytplasmic Sperm Injection 
(TOST). This technique, used 
when the male partner has a 
low sperm count, involves a sin- 
gle sperm being injected di- 
rectly into an egg. 

The Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Authority 
( HFEAK the body that governs 
all fertility clinics in the UK has 
approved the establishment of 
the register by Dr Alastair Sut- 
cliffe, senior lecturer at the 
Royal Free and University Col- 
lege Medical School in London, 
and Dr Mike Hawkins, from the 
Department of Public Health 
and Epidemiology at the Uni- 
versity of Birmin gham. 

“We will need at least 5,000 
children bom by ICSI to com- 
pare with 5,000 “control’ chil- 
dren to establish whether the 
ICSI children are at a higher 
risk of having major congeni- 
tal abnormalities," Dr Haw kins 
said yesterday. 


BY CHERRY NORTON 

ICSL which was first used in 
Britain in 1993, is now used in 
one-quarter of all in vitro fer- 
tilisation (IVF) treatments. Its 
initial success rate of 4 per cent 
has risen to 21.6 per cent 

Some fertility experts have 
argued that ICSI is a genetic 
time bomb because the treat- 
ment “bypasses the selective 
barriers of evolution”. 

Indeed, research has sug- 
gested that children bom by 
ICSI have more genetic de- 
fects. In one study. ICSI chil- 
dren showed twice the 
incidence of birth defects than 
children conceived naturally. 

The only British research 
conducted, however has shown 
that at approximately 18 
months of age there were no 
major developmental differ- 
ences between children bom by 
ICSI and those conceived nat- 
urally. 

Dr Sutcliffe, who presented 
the final report of his findings 
at the British Fertility Society 
annual conference this week, 
said: “Our findings are re as- 
suring for parents of ICSI chil- 
dren. We did find a trend for 


them to have more minor con- 
genital disorders but it was 
not significant,” he said. 

The 429 toddlers who took 
part in the study were tested on 
their eye-hand movements and 
mental and social develop- 
ment. Follow-up tests are 
planned when the children 
reach the age of five. “At 18 
months it is difficult to pick up 
subtle differences in develop- 
ment," Or Sutcliffe said. “A na- 
tional register would enable us 
to determine the true extent of 
any differences. - ’ 

All fertility clinics in the UK 
have been invited to partic- 
ipate in the establishment of the 
register. Parents of ICSI chil- 
dren will be asked to fill in ques- 
tionnaires on their children's 
birth weight, any birth defects 
and their social class. Their 
anonymity would be guaran- 
teed. Eventually, blood tests 
and physical examination of 
the ICSI children may also be 
conducted as part of the study. 

“The study would probably 
take five years to complete." 
Dr Hawkins said. 

“We would also want to look 
at differences between single 
and multiple births." 


English Heritage says the gardens at Eltham Palace in sooth-east London will be redesigned to create a Thirties feel Peter Macdiarmid 

10 major new gardens to be created 


ENGLISH HERITAGE is to cre- 
ate 10 gardens at some of its 
best-known and most popular 
tourist attractions, it an- 
nounced yesterday. 

The gardens will be built 
over the next five years at 
properties where the existing 
gardens have fallen into disre- 
pair. When English Heritage 
commissioned a new garden at 


by Kate Watson-Smyth 

Waimer Castle, the number of 
visitors increased by 47 per 
cent in one year. 

The first two gardens will be 
at Eltham Palace in south-east 
London and Osborne House on 
the Isle of Wight, and will be 
opened to the public in the 
summer of 2000. Later this 
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year; subject to archaeological 
approval, designers will com- 
pete to design gardens at 
Richmond Castle, North York- 
shire and in Lincoln's Medieval 
Palace. The other six sites have 
yet to be announced. 

Sir Jocelyn Stevens, the 
chairman of English Heritage, 
said: “At a time when English 
landscape and garden design is 


at a peak, English Heritage’s 
challenge will provide a won- 
derful opportunity for designers 
to display their talents and to 
enrich the gardens and land- 
scapes of England for many 
years to come.” 

Among the designers short- 
listed are Stephen Wbodhams, 
a Chelsea Flower Show gold 
me dallis t, Tom Stuart-Smith, 


who designed the Chanel garden 
at last year’s show, and Rose- 
mary Verey, who worked with 
Prince Charles at Highgrove. 
The new gardens will respect 
the surro unding architecture 
but will, in most cases be com- 
pletely new creations. The win- 
ners of the competition to 
revamp the first two gardens 
will be announced on 14 July. 


I see a vacancy, and 
it’s not Fiona Jones’s 


FIONA JONES, the former 
Labour MP for Newark, was 
the surprise winner of the 
week, leaving vast quantities 
of egg on the faces of both 
main parties. Her successful 
appeal poses a nightmare this 
weekend for Madam Speaker 
who, last month, declared the 
Newark vacancy under the 
rules of the 1983 Representa- 
tion of the People Act 

The Act makes no provision 
for an MP to be reinstated if 
a conviction is quashed and 
the Speaker’s Office has been 
searching in vain for legal 
precedents to guide Ms 
Boothroyd. Technically, a by- 
election should be held, but 
the smart money must be on 
the Speaker finding a way to 
invite Ms Jones back to the 
Commons without a by-elec- 
tion. Whether Ms Boothroyd 
has powers to reverse, uni- 
laterally, the vacanqy is un- 
clear. A possible route is for 
the House to pass a resolution 
empowering the Speaker to 
declare the vacancy void. 

Ms Jones, whose local 
party has been suspended, 
was not exactly popular in the 
constituency and was hung 
out to dry by Labour's Mill- 
bank headquarters, which re- 
fused to fund her legal 
expenses for the appeal. 

In the unlikely event of a by- 
election, natural justice must 
require the Labour leader- 
ship to endorse her candida- 
cy and pull out all the stops to 
help her hang on to her wafer- 
thin majority. 

But the Conservatives’ 
Chief Whip, James Arbuthnot. 
is also in the doghouse for 
jumping the gun by breaking 
with precedent and seeking to 
move the writ for the by-elec- 
tion before Easter. If Mr Ar- 
buthnot's move had been 
successful we would already 
be in the middle of a by-elec- 
tion campaign. A writ is nor- 
mally moved by the party 
which previously held the seat 
and, as this column two weeks 
ago. such breaches of con- 
vention usually come back to 
bite with a vengeance. 

Mutterings from back- 
benchers, already grumpy at 
Mr Arbuthnot’s lacklustre 
performance, predict a 
change of job when William 
Hague reshuffles his team in 
June. If Mr Arbuthnot is 
moved it will cost him finan- 
cially, as he is one of wily three 
opposition MPs, in addition to 
Mr Hague, who is paid an of- 
ficial salary on top of his MP's 
pay. Tory MPs are talking up 
David Maclean, a former whip 
and Home Office minister, as 
a possible successor. 



THE WEEK IN 
WESTMINSTER 

Michael 

brown 

skills to good use by flooring 
John Prescott when he stood 
in for Tbny Blair at Prime Min- 
ister’s Questions. Sir Michael 
used the infinitely more ef- 
fective tactic of a one-sen- 
tence question: “Will he give 
an absolute guarantee that the 
withholding tax will not be in- 
troduced in this country?" 

Unusually, the normally as- 
sured, combative and confi- 
dent Mr Prescott lost the plot 
and stared in silence, open- 
mouthed at Sir Michael. To 
put it bluntly. Mr Prescott 
had no idea what this tax 
was (any more than 99 per 
cent of MPs) and burbled gib- 
berish about the poll tax and 
local authorities. 

Luckily for Mr Prescott the 
Tory Deputy Leader. Peter 
Lilley. stood next and stuck to 
his scripted question on fuel 
duty. Mr Lilley's response 
highlighted the disadvantage 
of being tied to a pre-planned 
question. Sir Michael had cre- 
ated an opportunity for Mr Lil- 
ley to go for the kilL Instead. 
Mr Prescott continued to roar 
incoherently like a seriously 
injured elephant until the 
Speaker called time at the end 
of his worst half-hour since the 
general election. 

Bad numbering, marking 
and tagging of his briefing 
nlefay officials was as much to 
blame for the disaster, as he 
turned page after page, look- 
ing in vain for the correct an- 
swers. But this was the first 
time in nearly two years that 
any trouble has befallen Mr 
Prescott, and, like an ele- 
phant, he never forgets w j, 0 
causes him pain. He will re- 
cover quickly and retribution 
will surely follow. 




QUESTIONER OF the week 
award goes to Sir Michael 
Spicer (C West Worcester- 
shire) who, having spentyears 
giving John Major a hard time 
as a Maastricht rebel, put his 


BARONESS YOUNG has not 
only caused trouble for ho- 
mosexuals but she has al?o 
thrown a spanner in lh e works 
for the Government's polfov on 
devolution. 

By defeating lhe second 


reading of the Bill to reduce 
the age of gay consent she has 
ensured s constitutional crisis 
for the new Scottish Parlia- 
ment before it has even been 
elected. 

The BUI now falls and 
cannot be reintroduced until 
the next session of Rarlia- 
ment in November. In order 
for the Parliament Act to 
apply, the BUI must be rein- 
troduced in exactly the same 
form as before. But by No- 
vember the question of the 
age of consent in Scotland will 
be a matter for the Scottish 
Parliament This means that 
the Bill to be re-introduced in 
the Commons would be dif- 
ferent to its predecessor and 
would have to begin its pas- 
sage all over again through 
both Houses. 

Liam Fbx, the Conservative 
constitutional affairs spokes- 
man, raised the matter in the 
Commons as a point of order; | 
de m a ndin g a statement from 
Donald Dewar the Secretary 
of State for Scotland, to clar- 
ify under what legislation the 
Government intends to im- 
plement such proposals. 

There is nothing in law to 
stop the Government from 
imposing the Bill on Scotland, 
thereby enabling Royal Assent 

to be given under the terms of 
the Parliament Act next Jan- 
uary, but it would hardly be an 
auspicious start for devolution. 
Ministers were noticeably ret- 
icent on the question of using 
the Parliament Act and. 
Baroness Young may yet have 
the last lau gh. 

Most Conservative MPs 
just want the issue to go away 
-especially the doset gay MPs 
who fear exposure. They are 
dreading yet another debate 
where they will be forced ei- 
ther to run a mile from the vot- 
ing lobbies or to vote against 
their consciences. 



GORDON BROWN, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer may 
to 6 nation by stealth 
but the Tory Treasury spokes- 
man, Francis Maude, did not 
5* Mr Brown at all during 
treasury Questions. 

Mr Maude seems to have 
| Iven U P challenging Mr 
Brown altogether. At the start 
ot Question Time, Mr Maude 
S' mana 8«i two brief in- 
against Mr 
B rown s deputy, Alan MDbum, 

Chief Secretary to the 
t L asur ^- But halfway 

Siwfi he ,eft Consent 

srpasri 
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fon^ 510 " 1 B to* hands of his 
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WI’s naked Calendar Girls 
are jam-packed with offers 



Calendar Girls from the Ryistone and District Women's Institute. The original print run of 3,000 has sold out and a farther 5,000 have been ordered Kippa Matthews 


EVEN WITH her dothes on, Ui- 
cia Stewart does not seem 
your typical Women's Insti- 
tute type. She is 50. looks years 
younger and is wearing a 
short-skirted lilac suit Her 
mobile phone jangles like a 
fairground ride when it rings, 
which it does constantly. 

It was 'frida who came up 
with the idea that members of 
the Itylstone and District WI 
should bare ail for charity and 
it has been an exhausting 
week. When it began she was 
Mrs Stewart, upstamfing citi- 
zen of the North Yorkshire vil- 
lage of Cracoe, a mile up the 
road from Ryistone. Now she 
is perhaps better known as 
Miss October, international 
celebrity and calendar glamour 
model 

We meet at the Vogue Fash- 
ion Agency, the new-to-you 
clothing shop in Skipton. It is 
a small triangular-shaped 
place, parity owned by Miss 
November (aka Mrs Ros Faw- 
cett, aged 491. As we chat, sev- 
eral oE the other Calendar 
Girls, as they now call them- 
selves, drop in. Soon we have 
enough on hand for at least a 
season. 

They are in fine form. And 
why not? The 2000 calendar; 
which shows the women, aged 
45 to 60, naked and performing 
acts of immense homeliness, 


BYANNTRENEMAN 

has been a huge hit. On Mon- 
day they held a press launch at 
their local pub, the Devon- 
shire Arms in Cracoe, even 
though they didn't know what 
a press launch was. Much to 
their amazement, the world 
showed up (well, German tele- 
vision, which is a start). 

The Sim tried to get them to 
strip again but Mss March 
made her position clear. 
“Vfe’ve done that and we aren’t 
doing it again,” she says. 

Miss March is Lynn 
Knowles, the 50-year-old prac- 
tice manager at the local 
surgery. THda says she is 
the one in most demand. 
Evidently someone rang up the 
John Dunn show on BBC 
Radio 2 and asked for her 
phone number. 

Perhaps this is because she 
is wearing onty a sieve in the 
photograph. Oh, and a neck- 
lace. The onty thing my hus- 
band said when he saw the 
photograph was 'where did 
you get those pearls'.” says 
Lynn. She has a big laugh. TVi- 
da says that Practice Man- 
ager magazine wants to put 
Lynn on its cover. 

The calendars are £5 each 
and the original print run of 
3,000 went in three days. A far- 
ther 5,000 have been ordered. 



The women of Itylstone singing carols around the fire 
on the December page of their 2000 calendar 


Calls are coming from around 
the world. Miss November’s 
son rang from Australia to say 
that he couldn't believe it when 
he turned on the television and 
saw his mum. The local WH 
Smith logged 200 requests in 
one day. Everyone is being 
rung up. 

•'Do you know that even 
Vera Sbuttleworth is getting 
calls?” says Miss November. 

The others look amazed. 
Who? “Oh she's nothing to do 
with the calendar Her husband 
is just on the parish council. 


She is getting calls!" The Cal- 
endar Girls cannot even buy a 
sandwich in Boots without 
being asked if they are warm 
enough. They are the talk of the 
town. All the husbands and rel- 
atives purport to be thrilled. 
TVicia alone has given at least 
50 interviews. 

When she got home on 
Wednesday night there were 32 
messages on her answerphone 
and the BT engineer called in 
because there had been so 
many complaints about the 
line being busy 


Triria awoke the next day to 
find a News of the World man 
on her doorstep, trying to 
obtain a photograph of the 
husbands in a Full Monty type 
pose. Tiicia says the Mail on 
Sunday had already offered 
£5,000 for this. The News of the 
World man said he would be 
baric. Triria says it is out of the 
question. “Tbo tacky" she says. 

“We've got Angela to think 
about. It's not justus taking our 
dothes off" says Triria. Angela 
Baker is Miss February, shown 
playing “Jerusalem" on the 
piano. Her husband, John, died 
of leukaemia last July at the 
age of 54 and the calendar is 
dedicated to him. 

He grew sunflowers and 
every photograph has one or 
two, their intense yellow the 
onty colour in the entire cal- 
endar. Ail the money raised is 
going to the Leukaemia 
Research Fund, 

The photographs, taken by 
Miss Juty’s husband, Terry 
Logan, are a curious mix of 
Health and Efficiency and 
Country Life and no one wants 
to go over this rather delicate 
line. Triria has turned down 
Vanessa ("too seedy") and 
another daytime television 
programme because it fea- 
tures “ugly people talking 
about sex". 

The Calendar Girls don't 


want to do exclusivity deals 
and have said no to Take a 
Break, Bella and Best 
The shop is filling up. A few 
women are actually trying to 
shop. Outrageous. They even- 
tually give up. 

Then there is Julian, a 
friend, who takes over an- 
swering Triria’s phone. He 
has come from London with an 
order for 30 calendars. He 
puts forward the idea of a 
Christmas single. “But we 
can’t sing." says Triria. “Well 
you can’t make wine either but 
that's what you’re doing in the 
photograph." he says. Miss 
November; the onty month to 
have purls and pearls, admits: 
“I can't knit either" 

A would-be shopper inter- 
rupts. She is a newsagent She 
hates top-shelf magazines and 
tells her staff to be “oblivious" 
to them. But she loves the 
calendar. “It's real women. Its 
about womanliness." 

That was the idea. “No 
touch-ups," says Miss Sep- 
tember (aka Christine Chancy) 
who is pictured with a strate- 
gically placed teapot 

Triria s phone jangles again. 
It’s her husband He says he 
hasn't seen her in three days. 
Sbe laughs. She is having fun. 

“I reckon we are going to 
sell 50,000." she says. She could 
well be right 


BA jet in near-miss over Essex 


THE UK’S AVIATION watchdog 
yesterday launched an investi- 
gation into how two passenger 
aircraft narrowly avoided a 
mid-air collision- A British Air- 
ways plane, with 137 passen- 
gers on board, was involved in 
a near-miss with a United Air- 
lines jet 24,000ft over the Essex 
coast on Thursday morning. 

BA said its Boeing 737 was 
nearing the end of its flight from 
Gothenburg in Sweden to 
Gatwick airport when it was 
alerted to the presence of 
another plane. According to 
one report, the two aircraft 
were just four seconds apart 
when its onboard Traffic Colli- 
sion Avoidance System (TCAS> 


BY Philip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 

instructed the BA plane to 
“climb - climb now”, while the 
system in the United aircraft 
said: “Descend -descend now.” 

It is understood that the BA 
aircraft was ordered to circle 
while waiting to land and was 
somehow put on the same Sight 
altitude as the United plane. 
Neither the Civil Aviation 
Authority nor the airlines were 
able to confirm that. 

A BA spokeswoman said: 
“As we were about to start the 
descent, the pilot received in- 
structions from air traffic con- 
trol to turn right off course and 


descend. At the same time our 
TCAS gave us advance notice 
that there was another aircraft 
in the vicinity." Sbe said thepilot 
landed safely at Gatwick. 

“The passengers would have 
been unaware that anything 
had happened," sbe said 
United Airlines confirmed 
that a Boeing 777 carrying 19 
passengers from Amsterdam 
was involved in the near-miss 
or “airprox” as it was flying into 
Heathrow en route to Los 
Angeles. The CAA said the 
incident would be fully investi- 
gated tty the independent UK 
Airprox Board 

The CAA said there were an 
average of 41 incidents in con- 


trolled UK airspace every year, 
of which 80 per cent were 
shown to have involved no risk 

In February, a Boeing 737 
came within 100ft of a Gulf- 
stream IV business jet over 
Essex. In July 1997, a Boeing 
747 and a Gulfstream IV were 
involved in a near-miss over 
Lam bourne, Essex, while a BA 
Boeing 737 and a Virgin Express 
Boeing 757 came within 200ft of 
each other in dense fog over 
Heathrow in August 1997. 

The main air traffic control 
centre at West Drayton, west 
London, is due to be replaced 
by a £340m centre at Swan wick 
in Hampshire, to increase ca- 
pacity. The transfer should 


have taken place in 1996. but 
computer software problems 
have put the opening date back 
to 2001-02. 

The Public and Commercial 
Services Union, which repre- 
sents controllers, called on the 
Government to put on hold its 
plans to seD of 51 percent of Na- 
tional Air Traffic Control Ser- 
vices. Barry Reamsbottom, the 
union’s joint general secretary, 
said: “The latest near-miss 
shows that the current system 
is dangerously overstretched.” 

The near-miss has high- 
lighted the importance of Air- 
borne Collision Avoidance 
System iACAS». of which TCAS 
is one version. From 1 January 


2000, ACAS will become oblig- 
atory in European airspace. 

There was some doubt about 
the wisdom of introducing the 
system, but the CAA said it 
strongly backing the system 
now that the software had been 
improved “The worry was that 
if the system was fruity it would 
alert the pilot to take action that 
would itself cause an accident” 
said a CAA spokesman. 

Heron Daly, the editor of Air 
Transport Intelligence, said: 
“TCAS is very much a last-ditch 
system - to be used when all 
else fails. The system has 
worked very well and is gener- 
ally accepted in the aviation 
industry" 


GM crop trials go ahead 


: government refused to 
i down yesterday on its 
is for “farm-scale” trials of 
etically modified (GM) 
>s, despite evidence re- 
led this week that the 
ts’ pollen can travel further 


By Charles Arthur 
Technology Editor 

than thought - 2.5 miles. 

Jeff Rooken the Minister of 
State for Agriculture, rejected 
suggestions that the Depart- 
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meat for the Environment 
should alter its approach to the 
trials, which will involve plant- 
ing field-sized areas with GM 
crops to investigate their effect 
on the surrounding ecology. 

Yet only three sites will be 
planted this year; which some 
scientists say is too few to draw 
useful conclusions. 

Michael Meacfaec the Envi- 
ronment minister, said up to 20 
sites are planned and the trials 
will take up to four years. The 
Government refused to coun- 
tenance changes to the trials 
even after government-spon- 
sored research suggested the 
precautions are inadequate. 


Arson case woman freed 


a WOMAN convicted of involve- 
ment in an arson attack in which 
a mother and her two daughters 
died walked free from court 
yesterday. 

After two days of legal ar- 
gument at Bristol Crown Court, 
a judge decided that Donna 
Clarke should not face a retri- 
al. The retrial had been ordered 
by the Court of Appeal earlier 
this year when it quashed her 
original conviction for arson 
with intent to endanger life. 

As she was led away from 
court yesterday. Ms Clarke. 28. 
said “I am innocent ." 

Earlier her mother Christine 
Clarke said: “1 feel I am in 


BY Andrew Buncombe 

pieces. This is what we have 
been waiting for for three years. 
My sympathies are with the 
family of Diane Jones who died. 
They’ have not got justice. 

“Someone out there knows 
who is responsible and knows 
the pain they have caused. So 
much damage has been caused 
over the past three years. We 
are trying to rebuild our lives 
and today's verdict is a start.” 

The case relates to an arson 
attack on the home of Diane 
Jones on the rundown Gum os 
estate in south Whies, in the au- 
tumn of 1995. The fire was start- 


ed by petrol being poured 
through the letter-box of her 
home and then ignited. Mrs 
Jones and her daughters, Shau- 
na, two, and Sarah- Jane, 13 
months, were killed in the blaze. 

Yesterday in court the judge, 
Mr Justice Alliott said the case 
should lie on the file. He said 
that to proceed further would 
be to put the defendant in dou- 
ble jeopardy - meaning she 
could not be tried twice essen- 
tially for the same offences. 

The move follows the deci- 
sion last February to free Ms 
Clarke’s aunt, Annette Hewins, 
who had also been convicted in 
1997 of involvement in the attack. 
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You don’t have to be married, in a relationship, or 
related to include breakdown cover for a partner. 
You just have to share the same home address. A 
year's AA Personal Membership starts at just £43. 
Join now and get a year's breakdown cover for a 
partner from just £15 t And remember, with this 
offer, you and your partner will be covered, even 
when travelling in someone else's car. 

• We have the world's largest patrol 
force, and fix more breakdowns at 
the roadside than any other 
motoring organisation. 

• We are more likely to get you back 
on the road quicker than anyone 
else, saving you time and money. 

i 



*Cenan app&y, tafi k* dew's. 

*VWten joining wnh opucm 100 ami paying 
by a continuous payment method. 

To our members w< 
not just a breakdov 
service, we're the 4th 
Emergency Service. 


AA 


JOIN NOW 

CALL FREE 

0800 

444 

999 

PLEASE QUOTE 
OFFER CODE 6003 
w w w . t h e o a . c o . U k 


THE AA IS HELPING TO SUPPORT 
THE COUNTRY'S FIRST COMPLETE 
NETWORK OF AIR AV.RU LANCES 






down 


TOE HISTORY of modern ship- 
ping and shipbuilding began on 
[he Clyde when Hemy Bell 
launched his Comet in 1812; or 
so I was taught at school at a 
time when industrial patrio- 
tism hadn't been complicated 
by a more umversalist view of 
human achievement 
The Comet was a ship with 
an engine, not the first but cer- 
tainly, until she was wrecked, 
the most successful of the 
early experiments to propel 
ships by steam rather than by 
sails filled with the unpre- 
dictable wind. Since then, the 
shipyards of the Clyde have 
built around 35,000 ships. 

At the beginning of this cen- 
tury they launched a quarter 
of the world's tonnage. In 1908, 
a peak year; 569 hulls slipped 
from the stocks and into the 
river to be towed by tugs to fit- 
ting-out basins and there 
equipped with engines, masts, 
-|— fanaelMBdfin&das&crocteEy- 
(569! an incredible thought - 
subtract the year's Sundays 
and holidays and that’s an 
average of two every day, 
though the launchings were 
probably bunched to take 
advantage of suitable tides; 
how wonderful it would have 
been to sail down river, 
through Auden's “glade of 
cranes", on such a day). 

Fbrmore than a century, the 
Clyde was the most eminent 
shipbuilding river on earth. 

' Yesterday, when the Crystal 
Ocean went down the slipway 
at Kvaemer’s yard in Go van, 
a large piece of world history 
may have reached its full stop. 
Kvaerner, a Norwegian multi- 
national, is pulling out of heavy 
engineering in Britain. Ships 
can be built much more 
cheaply in the (sometimes 
heavily-subsidised) yards of 
the Far East Last Tuesday the 
Govan yard was put up for sale. 

It isn't quite the last on the 
Clyde - another across the 
river builds the occasional 
warship and another down- 
stream, in Port Glasgow still 
turns out a few small ferries 
and tugs - but there will be no 
doubting the significance of its 
closure. If Hong Kong marked 
the final end of empire (despite 
some pink dots on the map 
which remain), then Govan 
will mark the finish, equally de- 
layed, of Clyde shipbuilding. 

We have been here before. 


NOTEBOOK 



Ian Jack 

of course, and often; on the 
Tyne, on the Tees, on the Wear 
and the Mersey. Last week in 
Glasgow a Government “task- 
force" was set up to find a 
buyer; the 1,200 workers at the 
yard have promised a fighting 
campaign; the Ministry of De- 
fence might come to the res- 
cue with an order; and the 
coming Scottish elections will 
han dica p the avowed “hands- 

Away from the brave public 
statements, however, opti- 
mism is hard to find. The sur- 
prising thing is that Clyde 
shipbuilding has persisted so 
long. Left solely to the balance 
sheet, Govan would have 
closed in the Sixties when 
many other yards did. 

One of my first jobs as a 
reporter was to see off a work- 
ers' deputation to Westminster 
on the night train from Glas- 
gow Central in the autumn of 
1965. They were from Flair- 
field's, the yard now owned by 
Kvaerner. Fairfield's was bank- 
rupt It had a full order-book, 
but it had priced too low and 
the yard, like all yards then, 
was dogged by infamous 
demarcation disputes. The 
men - 1 remember one or two 
wore flat-caps -posed in front 
of their carriage. Flashbulbs 
popped from the Daily Record, 
the Scottish Daily Express, the 
Glasgow Herald, the Evening 
Times and the Evening Citi- 
zen. Ulus Glasgow lobbied 
London and got a good deal 
Fairfield's was saved by 
government loans and the cap- 
ital of a few well-meaning Scot- 
tish entrepreneurs. Wbrfc at the 
yard was reorganised and 
remanaged, the so-called 
“Fairfield Experiment” in 
which management stressed to 
workers that they were all (as 
it were) *in the same boat”, via 
speeches at many mass meet- 
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field, once owned by the Glas- 
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ings at the old Govan Lyceum. 
It worked for a while, and then 
came a procession of recurring 
difficulties and temporary 
solutions with names which 
now s^em as distant as Henry 
Bell's; the Geddes report on 
the future of British ship- 
building; the amalgama tion of 
Upper Clyde Shipbuilders; 
John Brown’s yard; the UCS 
“work-in". 

The ni gh t carriages to Lon- 
don filled with more deputa- 
tions. Sometimes special 
trains had to be hired to cope 
with the numbers- On one of 
these, taking workers to a 
march on Westminster. 1 was 
trying to shed the image of a 
representative of the capitalist 
press by explaining to a John 
Brown’s apprentice that the 
Sunday Times, the paper I 
then worked foe could be seen 
as. “left-wing". 

The apprentice called 


incredulously to another man 
walking down the corridor. 
“Here Jimmy, here's a man 
who thinks the Sunday Times 
is left-wing." 

The other man was Jimmy 
Reid, the work-in’s most cele- 
brated leader and a commu- 
nist. He smiled kindly but 
sardonically. How was he or I 
to know that one day, ship- 
building and communism 
abandoned, he would write a 
regular column for The Sun? 
But then again who, in 1971, 
could have foreseen the future 
of Glasgow as a heritage cen- 
tre, unless that heritage was 
shipbuilding, prolonged (as it 
was for a time) by a state 
which saw no alternative? 


AND SO you might argue, as 
many do, that balling out 
Govan with open or bidden 
subsidies is simply an expen- 


sive means of prolonging an 
irrelevant past What after 
all. did Mr Reid and his col- 
leagues achieve? The work-in 
fought to secure 13,000 jobs; 28 
years later, there are 1,200 
left A free global economy 
means you buy from the 
cheapest supplies; The Clyde is 
a narrow and inconvenient 
river. Best to call it a day. 

This argument is difficult to 
counter. Some facts can be 
summoned against it Euro- 
pean yards with costs at least 
as high manage to survive in 
Finland, Germany and Italy. 
And the architecture of 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh 
can’t employ every adult in 
Glasgow, shrunken dty though 
it is. Ultimately, though, senti- 
ment lurks behind the words of 
all those, other than political 
opportunists and the people 
directly affected, who want to 
save Govan from closure. 


I freely admit to sentiment 
At other times and places it’s 
called the national wilL In this 
guise, the political expression 
of sentiment has kept thou- 
sands of small farmers 
throughout Europe in money 
and work. The milk late, the 
butter hill, the meat mountain, 
the Greek olive caverns - all 
the useless by-products of sen- 
timent They may not last hut 
the going has been good for 
some time now. 

Oddly. Britain is no longer 
sentimental (or not purpose- 
fully sentimental) about one of 
its own great sources of iden- 
tify : ships and the sea. Not long 
ago we were rather good at 
them - how suddenly and 
swiftly they seem to have van- 
ished from our everyday cul- 
ture like the sailor from the 
Player’s cigarette packet Asa 
child I was hardly a member of 
a seafaring family, but ships in 


’Crystal Ocean’, the last vessel to leave the Govan yard under Kvaemer’s ownership, glides into the Clyde yesterday Ashley Coombes 


fertile American Confederacy, 
built to run the blockade 
imposed by the CSvaTOw were 
the first into the riven .- 
Thereafter; a century-long 
stream of Cunard and Cana- 
dian Pacific liners, freighters, 

cruisers, battleships, steam 
yachts, destroyers, all with 

smooth lovely shapes made to 

cut through water: 

The oddest thing that Fair- 
field ever made is especially 
worth remembering: the royal 

yacht Lioadia for T^ar Alexan- 
der H “The apotheosis of odd- 
ity," was how George Blake, the 
Clyde’s greatest historian, 
described the Livadia, and 

one can certainly see what he 

meant. The Tsar (a) hated 
seasickness, and Ob) loved bil- 
liards. The Russian navy’s 
chief architect, Admiral Popoff, 
came up with the solution of a 
>a a bip i s o that t h e 


one way or another always 
cropped up in our lives. 

People - friends, relatives, 
neighbours, even my dad for a 
year or two - “went to sea", or 
worked like my uncle in a ma- 
rine-engine shop. At school, I 
consulted careers pamphlets 
for appr enticeship s with EQer- 
man Line, Clan Line, Ben line, 
Ehmess Withy. It was a routine 
prospect and, though I neve* 
f ulfilled it I grew up loving 
ships, which seemed and still 
seem to me some of the most 
beautiful objects ever made. 

Memory is a curse. History 
has hung too heavy on us for 
too long. Stilt when you next 
see those empty Govan slip- 
ways on the television news, 
think of the fine and useful arte- 
facts that have been sent down 
them since a Glaswegian 
called John Elder laid out his 
shipyard there in 1865, over the 
land of a riverside villa, Fair- 


royal yacht itseff was ringed by 

a steel raft over which rough 
seas would break “rendering 
the inner structure stable in 
any weather”. The craftsmen 
at Fairfield, then thought to be 
the best in the world, got the 
commission and in 1880 the 
three-funnelled Livadia was 
launched in a fever of local 
interest - the river’s banks 
were reported to have been 
packed with spectators. 

Of course, it didn’t work, 
which was no surprise in 
Govan. The Livadia rocked 
and staggered its way to (he 
Black Sea, proving, in the 
words of George Blake, that 
“neither accurate billiards at 
sea nor the abolition of sea- 
sickness was yet in dear 
prospect” As for the TSar him- 
self, he was killed by a Nihilist 
bomb the next year and seems 
never to have stepped on 
board. On the Clyde the shfy 
became remembered for 
something the Grand Duke 
Alexis had said in his speech 
at tiie launch. “Glasgow”, said 
the Grand Duke, in words of 
sincerest praise, "... Glasgow 
is the centre of the intelli- 
gence of England." 

So it once was. The empty 
slips at Govan may be 
inevitable, and their conversion 
to parkland predictable, but 
surely this can make noboefy 
happy. I hope Govan survives 
to make ships. 
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Yob get a much warmer response when yon 
travel and command more respect m business, 
if you speak another language, it also helps 
greatly with school progress. 

But many people are put off learning a language 
because they fear it takes too long, will be too 
difficult or bluntly, will be boring. 
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a technique that involves the left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain (music and creativity). 
The woFds become as easy to remember as a 
song. 

Visual Learning. In vour course the foreign 
language has the English text immediately 
alongside. It helps you absorb the words 
naturally and easily. Then key phrases are vividly 
and memorably illustrated through 'Memory 
Maps'. When you recall the images, you recall 
the words. 



THE METHOD WORKS 


Total Involvement There are dozens of games 
and activities to get you using your new 
language in natural and enjo^ble ways. One, the 
Name Game, unlocks the meaning of thousands 
of words from the very first day. 

It's the unique multi-media combination that 
engages your whole brain and gets you 
speaking confidently in such a short time. And 
fluent communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 
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Education News says. ‘It's radically different - 
there are so many leatures about it that 
recommend it to the learner.* The Bankers 
Institute of New Zealand says, 'Accelerated 
Learning is the new competitive weapon.' 

Mena says, ‘It's revolutionary.' The Daily Mall 
reported that *Children using Accelerated Learning 
are racing ahead." "The results are spectacular." 

BBC and 17V news recently reported on a school 
where Iso times more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marks compared with 
those usmg conventional courses. 

Australian TV news reported 'Astonishing 
fluency." "They did two years work in three 
months." 

Hundreds of companies tor whom proficiency is 
vital use Accelerated Learning tor language and 
general training - such as Air UK. Boeing. Boots, 
Esso. IBM, Kodak, ICl, Rover, Glaxo, Sony. Tesco, 
Nestle, Lloyds Bank etc. 
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Swan Hunter could save 
hundreds of Govan jobs 


HOPES ROSE last night that the 
Kvaerner Govan shipyard on 
Clydeside may be purchased by 
the Tyneside shipbuilders Swan 
Hunter, saving hundreds of 
jobs threatened by the yard's 
possible closure. 

As about 1.000 local people 
watched the launch of one of 
Kvaemer's last ships at the 
yard, Jaap Kroese, the owner 
of Swan Hunter, met a govern- 
ment-appointed task force 
charged with finding a rescue 
package. 

Norman Brownell, Swan 
Hunter's commercial director, 
said the company was part of 
a consortium of continental 
and British investors interest- 
ed in buying the Govan facility. 


BY JACK O’SULLIVAN 
Scotland Correspondent 

the UK's largest merchant 
shipping yard, employing 14100 
people. “The fact that we are 
here shows how serious we 
are." said Mr Brownell before 
meeting Sir Gavin Laird, head 
of the task force. Sir Gavin 
said that expressions of inter- 
est in the yard had come from 
several quarters. 

Mr Brownell declined to 
name other members of his 
consortium. “We have a num- 
ber of different proposals. We 
are interested, for example, 
in the market for building 
smallerships between 100 me- 
tres and 120 metres long, rather 


than major tankers. In the 
longer run, we are also inter- 
ested in a business converting 
ships into oil rigs, but with 
the price of oil as it is, that is 
not for now." 

It Ls understood that the 
consortium would expect to 
employ about 500 people at 
Govan, so large-scale redun- 
dancies would still be required. 
Mr Brownell said: “Let's not 
build up hopes of thousands of 
jobs being saved, when that 
may not be possible." 

Swan Hunter at WaHsend 
has been a success story since 
Mr Kroese. a Dutch entrepre- 
neur. bought the yard in 1995 for 
£4m after it had gone into re- 
ceivership following its failure 


to win ah important Royal Navy 
helicopter carrier contract 

Since the purchase, theyard 
has concentrated on decom- 
missioning work for the oil and 
gas industry and on converting 
ships into oil platforms. Earli- 
er this year plans began for a re- 
turn to shipbuilding at the yard. 

The desperate situation at 
Kvaerner Govan was high- 
lighted by yesterday’s launch of 
the Crystal Ocean, a supply 
vessel for North Sea oil rigs. 
The launch was attended by 
busloads of children from near- 
by Govan Primary School; most 
of their fathers woricat theyard. 

The only remaining ship- 
building project in the yard is 
(he hull for an icebreaker. 


In Brief 

War criminal launches appeal 

the only war criminal to be convicted in Britain began 
an appeal yesterday against his sentence for murdering 
Jews in Nazi-occupied Eastern Europe. Martin Lee, 
solicitor for Anthony Sawoniuk. 78, started the process by 
lodging papers with the Central Criminal Court a 
fortnight after his client was given two life sentences. 

General Pinochet arrested again 

THE FORMER Chilean dictator. General Augusta Pinochet, 
already under house arrest, was arrested again yesterday 
in the latest twist in the legal battle to extradite him to 
Spain to face torture charges. The re-arrcst was 
necessary to make lawful his continued detention, a 
spokesman from Scotland Yard said last night. 

Railtrack probes two near misses 

TWO NEAR-MISS rail incidents, including one where a 
commuter train nearly crashed head-on with another 
service, were being investigated by Railtrack yesterday. 
Both incidents involved Thames Trains’ services. One 
incident was at Blackwater station, Surrey, on 1 April; the 
second was in Oxfordshire on 14 April. 

Murder hunt for missing prisoner 

DETECTIVES HUNTING the killer of a 38-year-old woman 
in Chaddesden, Derby, yesterday issued an appeal for the 
whereabouts oF Mark Leicester, 37, who is “unlawfully at 
large" from an open prison. 

Girl killed with soldier’s souvenir 

A FORMER SAS soldier killed his ex- girlfriend with a gun 
he took from the Gulf War, Leeds Crown Court heard 
yesterday. Thomas Shanks. 48. of Pontefract, denies 
murdering Vickie Fletcher, 21, last May but has admitted 
manslaughter. The case was adjourned until Monday. 


By Clare Garner 


Monet exhibition 
to open all night 

THE ROYAL Academy of Arts 
in London is to stay open all 
night tonight - the first time 
that a gallery in Britain has al- 
lowed round-the-clock access. 

The marathon 34-hour open- 
ing - from 8am today to Gpm to- 
morrow - marks the end of the 
blockbusting “Monet in the 
20th Century" exhibition. 

However, anyone hoping 
that by pitching up in the mid- 
dle of the night they will be able 
to view the paintings in peace 

will be in fora shock. More than 

5,000 tickets have already been 
pre-booked for the time slots be- 
tween 10pm tonight to 8am to- 
morrow and a further 3,000 
will be available on the door. Fbr 
ihose wanting to secure a last- 
minute ticket, the least popular 
period is likely to be between 
lam and 6am. 

The show includes paint- 
ings of the gardens and lily pond 

at Monet's home in Givemy 
plus views of Venice and the 
Thames. More than 8,000 peo- 
ple a day have visited the ex- 
hibition, an estimated total of 
750,000. the highest attendance 
at an exhibition in Britain. Tick- 
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The new dome of Berlin’s Reichstag is folly ill animated inside and out for the first time. Germany’s pa rliamen t begins its first session in tftie 
restored building on Monday. In the foreground is the Quadriga, the equestrian statue on top of the Brandenburg Gate Reuten r s 


Lebanon fury 
at ‘invasion’ 
by Israelis 

VISITING JOURNALISTS came By Patrick Cockburn village and searched it for guer- 

under fire yesterday from the in Jerusalem rillas. In a sta tem ent yesterday- 

village of Arnoun in southern the Israeli army said: “The in- 

Lebaoon after it was taken in February to seal off the viJ- habitants of the village of 
aver by Israeli forces and their lage, claiming it was used by Arnoun will be permitted mon- 
allied militia, the South Lebanese Islamic Hizbollah itored entrance and exit; 
Lebanon Army. A ricocheting guerrillas against its nearby po- thm ngh a p aacag p '*• 

buflet wounded one of the re- sition at Castle Beaufort. However, the reporters who. 

porters. Most of its 2,000 inhabitants tried to enter Arnoun and came' 

The incident came as had already Bed because of Is- under fire from smoke 
Lebanon s prime m i n ister ap- raeli artillery fire. IWo dozen grenades and live rounds, said 
pealed to the UN, the US and bouses were blown up try Israeli the last villagers were aban- 
France to intervene against soldiers. doning their homes. 

Israel's expansion of its occu- Lebanese students re- Also at issue in the dispute 

padon zone in southern sponded with mass demons- over Arnoun is the future of the 
Lebanon. trations, during which they tore diplomatic understanding 

It follows Israel's decision to down barbed wire and danced which ended “Grapes of \ttath", 
take over the village, which in the village square singing pa- the Israeli bombardment of 
was previously outside the zone triotic Lebanese songs. southern Lebanon in 1996. 

in southern Lebanon long oc- Israel claims that Hizbollah Under this. Israel is not al- 

cupled by the Israeli army. then returned to the village lay- lowed to fire into inhabited 

The re ma i n ing Lebanese ing roadside bombs. Earlier areas or Hizbollah to fire out of 
residents left as Israeli troops this week Sergeant Major them or into IsraeL 
surrounded Arnoun with a Noam Bamea was killed during Moshe Arens, the newly ap- 

barbed wire fence and cut off a bomb disposal operation. pointed Israeli Defence Minis- 

electricity and water to houses. Israel says the Lebanese tec rejected Lebanese protests 

Israel says a unit of its sol- government ignored requests that Israel had “invaded” 
diers left Arnoun yesterday to take security control of Arnoun. This internatio nally 
leaving a South Lebanon Army Arnoun and it has no choice but monitored agreement worked 
(SLA) detac hm e nt be hind . This to return. in favour of the guerrillas and 

implies that it was the SLA who A Lebanese minister said: should be abandoned, he said, 

opened fire on the journalists. “The Lebanese army is not If it is, then the war in southern 
Arnoun has been at the cen- going to be a defensive curtain Lebanon is likely to escalate 
tre of a confrontation between for the Israeli enemy.” On and Hizbollah resume firing 
Israel and the Lebanese gov- Wednesday an Israeli ar- katyusha rockets into northern 
eminent since Israel first tried m cured patrol re-entered the IsraeL 


Chirac rival resigns 
as Gaullists fall out 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 


ONLY THE French centre-right 
could manage to foil out sav- 
agetyin the middle ofa war and 
the quarrel have nothing to do 
with the wan Or nothing much 
to do with it 

Philippe Sgguin, president of 
the GanlHst RPR, resigned yes- 
terday with a bitter attack on 
the party’s founder his long-ime 
colleague, and rival, Jacques 
Chirac. He accused the Presi- 
dent, in effect, of plotting with 
rivals behind his back and fail- 
ing to support their own party’s 
campaign for the European 
elections in June. 

Although Mr SOguin has 
been notably faint in public in 
his support for French in- 
volvement in the Balkans wan 
the GauBist leader made no ref- 
erence to the conflict in his bru- 
tally worded, resignation letter. 
The real quarrel is personal, 
tactical and electoral 

The parties of the French 
centre-right - the Gaullists, 
the centi 1st UDF and the 
right-wing Democratic 
Liberate- have been in self-de- 
structive disarray since Pres- 
ident Chirac called and lost an 
early pariiamentaiy election 
two years ago. They failed to 
agree a common platform for 
the European elections, threat- 
ening Mr Chirac's hopes of 
uniting the right for bis own 



Seguin: A bitter attack on 
Chirac over Europe 


presidential re-election cam- 
paign in 2002. 

The pro-European UDF, 
under its new leader; Fran- 
cois Bayrou, refused to join a 
common European election 
platform with the Gaullists 
while Mr Seguin - a partially 
recanted Eurosceptic - was 
leader of the campaign. Mr 
Seguin, 56 next week, who still 
harbours presidential ambi- 
tions of his own, refused to 
stand aside Mr SCguin was also 
furious with President Chirac 
for taking a soft line on do- 
mestic reforms proposed by the 
centre-left government of Li- 
onel Jospin. 

In recent weeks, relations 
between Mr Seguin and Pres- 
ident Chirac have collapsed. 
The head of the Triends of 


Jacques Chirac” said that the 
President's supporters did not 
have to vote for the RPR in the 
European polL They could also 
vote for Mr Bayrou ’s Euro- 
federalist UDF or a Eu- 
rosceptic right-wing list 

It made Chirac pro-Euro- 
pean federalism and anti-fed- 
eral at the same time. It 
stabbed Mr Seguin in the back. 
But it had one great virtue. It 
kept open President Chirac's 
links with the wider centre- 
right that he will need in his 
campaign in 2002. 

Mr Seguin asked President 
Chirac to disavow this state- 
ment; instead he had a high- 
profile meeting with Mr 
Bayrou. Seguin supporters be- 
lieve that this was part of a de- 
liberate strategy to force him 
to resign and then create a 
common, centre-right list for 
the European election after 
alL If so, it worked. 

Mr Seguin may now emerge 
as a public opponent of the 
Balkans wag even though opin- 
ion polls are hugely in favour 
and give almost 80 per cent 
backing to President Chirac’s 
conduct of the campaign. Be 
may also stand against Presi- 
dent Chirac in 2002. But the 
likelihood is that his career 
as a serious contender in 
French politics is finished: 
something that will cause the 
President of the Republic to 
lose no sleep at all. 


Algeria uneasy after 
one-man election 


AN UNEASY calm prevailed in 
Algeria last night after Abde- 
laziz Boutefiika, the army- 
backed candidate, won his 
empty and inevitable victory in 
Thursday’s Presidential elec- 
tion from which all bis rivals 
bad withdrawn in protest. 

Hours after the Interior Min- 
istry declared the forma: for- 
eign minister the winner with 
almost 74 per cent o f the vote, 
riot police sealed off a square 
in central Algiers, ahead of a 
demonstration of supporters 
of the six opposition candi- 
dates who pulled out on 
Wednesday evening, barely 12 
hours before the polls opened. 

In the event only about 500 
people attended the rally. De- 
spite saying he would take of- 
fice only if he won a solid 
majority after a convincing 
turnout Mr Boutefiika, 63, was 
expected to take over from the 
President Liaznine Zenoual a 
week after the result had been 
confirmed by the Constitution- 
al Court. 

Ear more controversial than 
his margin of support, howevec 


by Eileen Byrne 
in Algiers 

AND RUPERT CORNWELL 

was toe turnout a more reliable 
indicator of possible political 
trouble to come. Although the 
Interior Ministry said 60 per 
cent of the 175 million eligible 
electors had voted, the true fig- 
ure is likely to have been con- 
siderably lower. 

According to Ahmed Taleb 
Ibrahimi, a former candidate 
who has the backing of the 
banned Islamic Salvation Front 
CFTSl, the outcome was a sham. 
He claimed that he and the five 
other candidates who had 
pulled out had been notified by 
toe authorities that ballot rig- 
ging on a massive scale was 
taking place. 'Hie true turnout 
was on|y 25 per cent, Mr Ibrahi- 
mi alleged. “1 refused to take 
part in an immoral process the 
people knew was a fraud.” 

The Interior Minister, 
Abdelmalek Sellal, said the 
election had been “entirely le- 
gitimate”, and accused the six 
of imperilling Algeria’s return 


to political normality. He ap- 
pealed to the outside world to 
recognise the result 

France, the former colonial 
power and home to a large Al- 
gerian community, voiced its 
concern, whBe human rights or- 
ganisations and other groups 
demanded a re-run of the elec- 
tion - this time with interna- 
tional observers to make sure 
proceedings were dean 
The outcome was a “bitter 
revenge” for Mr Boutefiika, the 
BYench daily Le Monde said, 
rather than the triumphant 
comeback he had hoped for 
after 20 years in political exile. 
Most important now will be the 
reaction of the Islamic racficals. 

The cancellation in 1992 or 
efections the FIS seemed certain 
to win ushered in seven years of 
dvfl war; in which 70,000 people 
died. With violence on the wane, 
it was hoped that this election 
would open the door to nation- 
al reconciliation. Instead it has 
generated cynicism and resig- 
nation. underlining how ulti- 
mate power remains in the 
hands of the army. 
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Militias 

bring 
new fear 
to Timor 


TENSIONS ARE rising in the 
East Timorese capital, Dili, as 
thousands of ^-Indonesian 
mili ti a m en pour in for a show 
of force today. At dusk yester- 
day the streets were empty as 
people hurried home to avoid 
militia patrols, some escorted 
by Indonesian soldiers. 

Three hundred men, armed 
with sticks, were on parade 
outside the governor's office. A 
man in a scarlet shell-suit was 
inspecting them from the back 
of a jeep. These men were 
preparing to defend Indone- 
sian rule. All of them are 
Timorese. 

The man on the jeep, Euri- 
co Guterres. leads one of sev- 
eral pro -Indonesian militias 
which have sprung up in East 
Timor since late last year. The 
mili tiam an say they want to de- 
fend society against the vio- 
lence of pro -in dependence 
guerrillas. Many people be- 
lieve they are paid stooges of 
the Indonesian army. 

Questioned by reporters, Mr 
Guterres” answers turn into a 
populist rant against the Tim- 
orese political elite, particu- 
larly those leaders who support 
independence. “They go to 
Macao or America and get the 
pretty girls and come bade with 
enough to buy a ETeroza or a Vi- 
tara [types of car], then they say 
they’re pro-independence. The 
people must seize all of them 
and bring them to justice.** 

Anyone seen as an enemy of 


BY DIARMID O’SULLIVAN 
in Dili 

Timorese integration with In- 
donesia has been threatened by 
the militias, and some people 
now bang the red-and- white 
flag of Indonesia outside their 
houses to try to ward off the 

militiaman 

The militias draw support 
from some of the thousands of 
Timorese civil servants and 
businessmen with a vested in- 
terest in Indonesian rule, im- 
posed by force in 1975. Some of 
these men had relatives mur- 
dered by left-wing Timorese 
guerrillas at that time. They are 
afraid that after independence, 
they may be targeted again. 

“[The militias] have to take 
over DQi, because this is where 
all the people of influence are, 
said Manuel Carrascalao, a 
local grandee who used to sup- 
port Indonesian rule but now 
advocates independence. 

Mr Carrascalao is one of 
the few spokesmen for inde- 
pendence who has not gone 
underground. He spends the 
timp in his shuttered mTla hi DiH 
He seems uzxworried by the 
threats. “I don’t think they can 
kill me that easOy,” he says. 

The militiamen say they are 
volunteers, defending East 
Timor from the guerrillas of the 
detained independence leader 
Xanana Gusmao. Two of their 
men were kidnaped from a Dili 
bus terminal on 5 April and 


Ethiopian air 
raid ends lull 
in border war 


WIND CHIMES on top of the 
Orthodox church sbH jangled as 
old women kissed the remains 
of the building blasted by 
Ethiopian aircraft in fresh fight- 
ing in a year-long border war 

Old sheets of iron from the 
church roof lay twisted on the 
ground in the rubble of a badly- 
damaged outer wall Around 
the church were four craters 
where bombs had fallen 

‘The church is a place erf God, 
of peace, for the people. Why do 
they hit our church?” said the 
priest as he surveyed the 
damage. 

Acfi Keih, 70 miles south of the 
capital Asmara, was one of 
three towns well inside Eritre- 
an territory hitin a co-ordinated 
Ethiopian air attack at 
lunchtime on Thursday. Eleven 
people were injured in the Adi 
Keih attack. 

The Ethiopian government 
said it had targeted only military 
sites, but there was no sign of 
strategic targets around the 
church at Adi Keih. 

The nearest official building 
was the school where pupils 
were changing classrooms 
when two MiG fighter jets flew 
over the town at around 
12.30pm, residents said. 

Tten students were among the 
wounded, hospital waiters said, 
although none were killed as the 


by Alexander last 

in Adi Keih, Eritrea 


Ekitreanforeign ministry bad re- 
ported shortly after the bomb- 
ing. 

“Many [wounded] are suf- 
fering from extensive soft tissue 
loss, and some bone fractures 
which needed surgical work," 
said Dr Abraham Tfekle. 

The bomb strikes ended two 
weeks of relative calm in a 
year-long conflict in which tens 
erf thousands have died, mainly 
in trench warfare along the 
frontline. 

The Ethiopian government 
said it also hit the main mflitaiy 
camp at Sawa in north-western 
Eritrea on Thursday and a mil- 
itary target in the southern 
town of Mendefera. 

Ethiopian television ran 
footage on Thursday showing 
smoke billowing from bomb 
sites the army said were in 
Sawa. 

Adi Keih had been a garrison 
town for the Zalambessa front 
which lies 40 miles to the south. 
But since January nearly aH 
troops have moved to the bor- 
der as tensions rose before 
fighting erupted again on 6 Feb- 
ruary. A few soldiers ambled 
through town on Thursday but 
there were no signs of a large 
military presence. (Reuters) 


Fake Net report 
man arrested 


ONE WEEK after a bogus In- 
ternet posting caused the price 
of a Californian technology 
company to fluctuate wildly on 
the stock exchange, federal 
agents said yesterday they had 
identified the culprit as a mid- 
level engineer who they believe 
sought to manipulate the price 
of his company's shares. 

Gary Dale Hoke, who 
worked for tile North Carolina 
office of PairGain Technolo- 
gies, was arrested at home in 
Raleigh, and charged with se- 
curities fraud. He was released 
on bail of $50,000 (£31.000) after 
agreeing to appear in federal 
court in Los Angeles, where the 
company is based. 

The Internet posting was 
dressed up to look like a news 
report from Bloat A-rg. the fi- 


BY ANDREW G UMBEL 
in Los Angeles 


nandal information provider; in 
which it was said that PairGain 
had agreed to a takeover bid 
from an Israeli company, ECI 
Telecom. PairGain's share 
price jumped from $8.50 to 
$11,125 before frilling after the 
hoax was revealed 

It was the second time in less 
than two weeks that federal 
agents have tracked an online 
troublemaker, following the ar- 
rest of a New Jersey man be- 
lieved to be behind the Melissa 
virus which flooded hundreds 
of thousands of computers with 
junk e -mail 

Mr Hoke was not formally 
accused of profiting from his' 
fake posting. 
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Members of a pro-Indonesian militia parading in Dili before today's mass show of force against those in East Timor who want independence Charles Dharapak/AP 


have not been seen since, they 
said 

But if they are on the side of 
the people, why is everyone ter- 
rified of them? “The people 
who are afraid are those who 
are guilty;'' says a young mili- 
tia officer; standing next to Mr 
Guterres. “If they're not guilty, 
why are they afraid?" 


Some East Timorese be- 
lieve maqy Of the mfljtiairipn 
were forced to sign up- “They 
are given drugs so that they 
don’t even know who their par- 
ents are," said one hotel work- 
er in DDL 

• The militias have been 
blamed for dozens of killing s 
this year as Indonesia and Por- 


tugal the former colonial 
power; discussed East Timor’s 
future with the United Nations. 
The East Thnorese were due to 
vote on independence in July. 

The worse the violence, the 
less chance the vote will go 
ahead. This would suit nation- 
alist elements within the army 
which do not want to see East 


Timor break away. The worst 
reported atrocity was in 
Liquica, west of Dill 10 days 
ago, where as many as 50 peo- 
ple way have been murdered by 
militiamen. The official death 
tofl is seven. 

The Indonesian army says 
that Mr Guterres* group are 
auroliaries who will work whh the 


police to keep public order 

f Wnnrf 7 hnn^nratman | tiTelQCaI 

commander said; *¥br 23 years 
we’ve worked to keep East 
Timor secure. But as you know? 
there aren’t enough poSce.” 

But one militia officer said: 
“We're not working for the gov- 
ernment We’re here to defend 
the people." 


Mr Guterres put things 
more forcefully. In a statement 
issued this week, he called on 
people to “destroy the dis- 
turbers of integration [with In - 
donesia] to their very roots”. 

| fbr anyone who does not 
support Indonesian rule in 
East Timm; the message is 
dear. 
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YOU CAN’T BUY BETTER 

The Comet Price Index is your handy guide to hundreds of top 
brand products at Britain’s lowest prices, updated every week, and 
checked nationally to make sure you can’t buy better. 
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IMPROVI: YOUR HOME AT 
OUR LOWEST EVER PRICES 


At Comet we Rko to cover every area of new home-improving technology - from the colourful and 
attractive, to the efficient and economical. And with a range Hke ours, you realty can’t go wrong. Why 
not check out the new Blomberg 1SD1 AAA Washing Machine. It achieves the highest Grade ‘A’ industry 
standards and is just one example of how Comet can help you to Improve yow home. 
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Fighting the 


wife burners 
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of Pakistan 


A Week in the Life 


SHAHNAZ BOKHARI, WOMEN'S CAMPAIGNER 
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SHAHNAZ BOKHARI is a hero- 
ine. She doesn't look it with her 
round, smiling face, glasses 
and long; brown hair - more 
like a happy version of Hattie 
Jacques - but in fact, she is a 
woman of iron, of stone and 
of fire. 

Fire is her speciality. Shah- 
naz Bokhari is waging a one- 
woman war to fight the violence 
and discrimination that mil- 
lions of women face in Irak- 
i’s appallingly repressive, 
dst society, and to stamp 
out its most horrific manifes- 
tation - wife-burning. Every 
year .thousands of women are 
deliberately set on fire or scald- 
ed with water or add by their 
husbands or in-laws. S hahnaz 
Bokari's weeks are devoted to 


getting them- and other fright- 
ened, scared, helpless women 
- medical help, legal assis- 
tance, shelter, protection and 
eventually, she hopes, justice. 


Last FRIDA'S Ms Bokhari dealt 
with the case of Safiya, a 
16-year-old who fled her home 
after her husband told her to 
work as a prostitute and at- 
tacked her when she refused. 
When she went to her family, 
her husband bribed the police 
to raid their home to force her 
return. This took place in the 
capital, Islamabad where Ms 
Bokhari is based. Islamabad is 
a purpose-built city where the 
rich come to do business with 
the politicians and bureaucrats 


who live in the huge, houses 
that line its broad, leafy streets. 

Ms Bokhari contacted the 
second in command of the city 
police. He reprimanded the of- 
ficers involved and assured her 
they would not misbehave 
again. 


ON SATURDAY, she was con- 
tacting the Islamabad police 
again, this time abouta 15-year- 
old servant who had been sav- 
agely gang-raped by her 
employer’s three sons. 

The afternoon was spent 
counselling another girl who 
had effectively been abducted 
and hidden from her family for 
two years by her husband. 

Ms Bokhari was a clinical 



Shahnaz Bokhari comforting a destitute woman and her child. Many victims of domestic violence come directly to her home Karen Davies 


psychologist before starting 
the Progressive Women's As- 
sociation (FWAj 10 years ago. 
She has four children of her 
own, looks after two more and 
says her age is “over 40". 


ON SUNDAY a call came in 
from the nearby city of 
Rawalpindi Tahira - a young 
girl who had been married for 
only three months - had suf- 
fered 89 per cent burns in what 


her relatives said was an acci- 
dent. Ms Bokhari was suspi- 
cious and sent a team to 
investigate. Later she went to 
the hospital to see another “ac- 
cident" victim and record a 
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To give you a helping hand, 
we guarantee delivery and 
connection of your new 
product when we say we 
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delivery and. connection 
money back. We'll even 
fake aft the packaging away 
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statement The girl died early 
on Monday. 

Me Bokhari says that al- 
most all the 87 “stove-burst” 
cases recorded at the two 
major local hospitals between 
September and December last 
year were deliberate attacks. 

Usually the motivation is fi- 
nancial - the women have not 


paid enough of a dowry, or 
their relatives are becoming a 
burden, or simply that their 
husbands have received what 
they consider better offers. 

Very few of those who have 
committed the 1,600 attacks 
on wives logged by the PWA in 
the past 10 years have been 
brought to justice. 


MONDAY SAW more of the 
same. Ms Bokhari usually gets 
up at around &30am and is at 
her computer - her office is a 
rtxun in her house -within min- 
utes. The PWA is opening its first 
secure home for women in two 
weeks and funds are needed 
desperately. Many women just 
turnup at Ms Bokhan's door 
Moments before her inter- 
view with The Independent, a 
young woman had arrived with 
two children, no food and no 
shelter Ms Bokhari spent the 
next half-hour raising a bag frill 
of cast-off clothes and 200 ru- 
pees t£3) from neighbours. The 
PWA, as well as providing im- 
mediate aid to victims of do- 
mestic violence, also tries to 
rehabilitate them. 


Subira, a beautiful young 
woman with horrific burns who 
is living with Ms Bokhari, was 
first taught sewing and is now 
learning to use computers. It is 
hard going, Ms Bokhari says, as 
Subira, like most of the victims 
who come to her has almost no 
education. To Ms Bokhari. this 
is the crux of the problem. 

“The social system gives 
nothing to women,” she says. 
“They leave them dumb from 
the day they were born. She is 
expected to be mentally alert 
but they keep her behind bars. 

“Violence against women is 
a global issue but there is a sup- 
port system in the West so a 
woman can get justice or pro- 
tection. Here, if a woman goes 
to a police station they just stare 
at her with their mouths open. 
If she wants a divorce from her 
idiot husband she cant get it” 


ON TUESDAY, Ms Bokhari 
heard that her grandmother 
had died so she travelled to La- 
hore- 250 miles away- to deal 
with the arrangements. 

AH the time, she was sorting 
out a court appearance later in 
the week and details of a sur- 
vey on working children. 

On Wednesday, she got back 
late after the bus broke down. 
The breakdown had one ad- 
vantage. Ms Bokhari said. She 
got to watch some of an Indian 
feature film - the first movie she 
had watched in years. 

Jason burke 


Kurds take 
campaign to 
ballot box 


“WE JUST want them to give up 
the idea that this country be- 
longs only to the Tbrks.” said 
Beli Haydar GuJec, of the Peo- 
ple’s Democracy Party 
(Hadep). As the new wave of 
Kurdish violence engulfing 
Turkey continues, Hadep is 
taking the campaign for Kur- 
dish rights to the ballot box. 

Tight security is expected to- 
morrow as Turkey holds elec- 
tions. Several people have died 
in bomb attacks across the 
country since the Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan was 
captured in February, and Mr 
Ocalan’s Kurdish Workers 
Parly (PKK) has vowed to step 
up its campaign of terror and 
warned tourists to stay away. 

Six Turkish soldiers and 18 
PKK guerrillas were killed in 
fresh dashes yesterday in the 
Kurdish dominated south-east 
Hadep says it shares the 
aims of the PKK but campaigns 
peacefully. But democracy has 
its limits in Turkey. Twice, 
Turkey’s chief prosecutor has 
sought to have the party ex- 
cluded from polls on the 
grounds that it was linked to the 
PECK. While the courts ruled 
that Hadep could take part, a 
separate case to have the party 
closed continues. The banning 
of a rally for the party in Di- 
yarbakin the administrative 
centre of the south-east led to 
riots and S00 arrests. 

Hadep is unlikely to win any 

seats in parliament, because 


by Justin Huggler 
in Istanbul 


parties must win 10 per cent of 
the national vote to qualify. But 
it is expected to win key mu- 
nicipalities in the south-east 
Hadep is not the only parly 
stirring up controversy ahead of 
the poDs. All Mufit Gurtune, who 
became mayor of Istanbul when 
his predecessor was jailed for 
reading an Islamic poem at a 
political rally, is hying to win re- 
election for the Islamist Virtue 
Party The Islamists emerged as 
the largest group in parliament 
after the last election, but their 
Welfare Party was forced from 
government by the military and 
closed by the courts for endan- 
gering Hirkey’s secular con- 
stitution. Now the Islamists are 
trying to convince the voters 
and the generals that their new 
Virtue party is not a threat 
Unofficial opinion polls indi- 
cate that support for Virtue 
may be slipping. The Prime 
Minister, Bulent Ecevit, is rid- 
ing a wave of popularity after 
the capture of Mr Ocalan. His 
leftist party, which now holds 
only a small number of gp flb? 
is expected to win as many 
votes as Virtue. 

But the r eal problems will 
start after the voting. With no 
party Hkefy to^ win a majority the 
difficulty will be in forming a 
coalition. The military makes it 
clear that it will oppose any 
coalition including Virtue. 


Fergal Keane 

These are days when 
history is being 
twisted and abused 
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Business & City Editor, Jeremy Warner 
News desk: 0171-293 2636 Fax: 0171-293 2098 


BUSINESS 


Award for ‘Independent* writer 

THE INDEPENDENTS 
Lea Paterson (pictured) 
has been named “Young 
Financial Journalist of the 
Year” in the annual 
Wincott Awards, Britain's 
premier awards for 
financial and business 
journalism. The judges 
were impressed by her 

ability to move fluently 
from reportage to 
commentary and back 
again on subjects as 
diverse as the future of banking and die Japanese 
economy. Peter Martin of the Financial Times was 
named ‘'Senior Financial Journalist of the Year”, while 
Sunday Business was voted as the “Financial Journal 
of the Year”. In its 12-year history, The Independent 
has twice won the award for “Financial Journal of 
the Year”. 


Briefing 


Kosovo fears drive euro down 

THE EURO tumbled to new lows against the dollar and 
sterling amid growing fears over an escalation of the 
Kosovo crisis. Against the pound, the European currency 
slipped below 66p to a new lifetime low of 65.95p, almost 
9 per cent weaker than at the be ginnin g of the year. Late 
on Thursday, the euro also slipped to a new low against the 
dollar of $1,063, although it edged higher yesterday amid 
rumours in New York of possible intervention by the 
European Central Rank, 

BT set to increase Spanish stake 

BRITISH TELECOM Is dose to Increasing its stake in 
Alrtel, the Spanish mobile phone operator, it emerged 
yesterday A spokeswoman for BT said the company 
was leading the negotiations to bay an extra 1&28 per 
cent of AirteL Earlier reports suggested the stake 
would cost BX which already owns 17J8 per cent of 
Airtel, about $ 2 bn. However, BT may have to sell some 
of the extra shares to Airfbuch, the US mobile phone 
operator, which also has a shareholding in Airtel. 
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Asda shares soar on hopes 
of rival to Kingfisher deal 



shares in Asda soared yes- 
terday as the City speculated 
that the supermarket group's 
proposed £18bn merger with 
Kingfisher might trigger a rival 
offer. 

Asda shares rose 22.25p to 
I98.75p, above the 198p implied 
level of the Kingfisher all-share 
deal with analysts suggesting 
that overseas retailers such as 
Wal-Mart of the US and Carrcfbur 
of FVance might be interested. 

Paul Smiddy, food retail an- 
alyst at Credit Lyonnais, said: 
“If I was an Asda shareholder 
J wouldn't be that happy. They 
(Kingfisher) are getting Asda 
on the cheap with an exit mul- 
tiple of 20." 

Under the terras of the deal, 
Asda shareholders will receive 
0.2263 Kingfisher shares for 
every Asda share held. This 
leaves Kingfisher shareholders 
controlling two-thirds of the 
stock and Asda investors hold- 
ing the remaining third. Based 
on Kingfisher's dosing price of 
875p on Thursday, the deal im- 
plies a price of 198p per Asda 
share, valuing the business at 
£6bn. 

Another analyst said the 
deal made Asda look “stun- 
ningly cheap," with Kingfisher 
buying a huge cash-generating 
machine at a discount to the 
market multiple. 

But although some analysts 
were critical, the deal was 
broadty welcomed in the City. 
Analysts responded to the 
strategy of creating a larger 
pan-European retailing force. 
The consensus was that the 
merger could lead to annual 
cost savings of up to £J00m The 
synergies would come mainly 
from some buying gains, lower 
distribution costs and some 
cost savings at head office IeveL 

However; both companies 
said there would not be signif- 
icant redundancies and that 
Asda would retain its head 
office in Leeds. Kingfisher's 
head office in central London is 
likely to be the headquarters of 
the enlarged group. 

Jonathan Pritchard, food re- 


by nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

tailing analyst at Morgan Stan- 
ley. said: “There are buying 
benefits but they are relative- 
ly small This is really about 
‘Wal-Marting’ Kingfisher. It 
creates a solid cash-generative 
grocery business at the heart 
of the enlarged group. It give 
Kingfisher a defensive, less 
cyclical element" 

Kingfisher has been on the 
lookout for a mqjor deal ever 
since its initial talks with Asda 
collapsed last May. Sir Geoff 
Mukahy, its chief executive, has 
already struck a series of deals 
in Europe with the takeover of 
the Darty electricals business in 
France and the merger of B&Q 
with Castorama of France last 
year. He has also expanded the 
electricals business into Poland 
and Germany while taking B&Q 
to the Ear East 

But recently the spectre of 
Wal-Mart has loomed large, 
with persistent reports that 
the US giant was keen on ex- 
panding in Britain. Vfoolworths 
is already planning to open a 
Big W expanded store in Edin- 
burgh in June which will in- 
clude a Burger King branch and 
a Peacocks clothing offer Many 
were yesterday seeing the Asda 
merger as a means off pre- 
empting a Wal-Mart invasion. 

The deal could run into com- 
petition problems. Because of 
its size it will be scrutinised tty 
the European authorities. 

Analysts said the deal could 
help solve Kingfisher's suc- 
cession question, frith Sir Geoff 
remaining as chief executive 
and Allan Leighton, Asda's 
highly rated chief executive, as 
his deputy and heir apparent 

Analysts said the deal would 
put a rocket under the rest of 
the retail sector The deal would 
be negative for Marks & 
Spencer and Storehouse, 
whose Mothercare business 
could be hIL 

Kingfisher shares dosed 35p 
lower at 840p. 

Outlook, page 20 





The Newcastle Upon Tyne branch ofWoolworths, part of Kingfisher 


Marie PuttmsonJNorth News 


Sainsbury’s to axe 300 jobs at HQ 


KlngFisber ASDA Group 

Number of employees 49,225 78,450 

Headquarters London Leeds 

1998 revenues £7.45bn £7.Gbn 

Market capitalisation £11.5bn £6bn 

.1998 pre-tax profit £629.3m £404. 9m 


SAINSBUKYS, the UKs second- 
largest supermarket chain, 
yesterday fell further behind its 
arch-rival Tesoo after it unveiled 
an abysmal sales performance 
and announced plans to axe 300 
jobs in a effort to cut costs. 

The company said it would 
shed 10 per cent ofthe 3,000 staff 
at its headquarters in Blackfri- 
ars. London, at a cost of around 
£30m. The redundancies will 
yield a saving of £60m in 2000. 

News of the job losses came 
as Sainsbury’s revealed that 
increased competition and the 
failure of its “Value to Shout 
About" advertising campaign 


BY FRANCESCO GUEBKEBA 

featuring John Cleese had 
caused a slump in sales in the 
second half of the year. 

Dino Adriano, the chief 
executive, admitted that the 
slowdown in sales growth would 
widen the gap with the market 
leader Ifesco. The disappointing 
second half led to an increase of 
just 12 per cent in tike-for-Ske 
sales over the year; compared 
with Tesco’s 4 per cenL 

The last three months were 
particularly sluggish, with 
comparable sales rising 2.4 per 
cent well below Ttesco’s 5 per 


cent Excluding the effects of an 
early Eastec sales rose only 12 
p» cent 

The sales debacle meant 
Sainsbury’s completely missed 
its target of growing volumes by 
up to 2 per cent in 1998, posting 
a rise of only 05 per cent Over- 
all, total sales in the group, 
which indudes the do-it-yourself 
superstores Homebaseand the 
US chain Shaw’s, rose 4.9 per 
cent to £l&3bn. 

Mr Adriano said profits for 
1998 will meet market expect- 
ations of around £760m. How- 
ever, be warned that the 
supermarket chain’s troubles 


wiD hit the 1999 figures. His com- 
ments prompted City analysts to 
slash forecasts for this year by 
around 9 per cent to £75Qm. 

However; the shares soared 

15 i5p to 390 25p on speculation 

that Sainsbury’s could be the tar- 
get of a takeover by the US giant 
Wal-Mart following the proposed 
Asda /Ktogfish er tie-up. 

Mr Adriano admitted the 
supermarket’s performance 
was not “acceptable" and said 
the group would spend £30m in 
1999 and 2000 to improve its sales 
growth. “We have to work to be- 
come leaner; fitter and faster in 
responding to changes.” he said 


Barclays is given a Albright & Wilson 
corporate facelift bid battle hots up 


BARCLAYS BANK is preparing 
to undergo a corporate make- 
ova* for the first time in 30 years 
with a new logo and brand 
identity, which will go on show 
for the first time at the group's 
annual meeting next Friday. 

Barclays’ trademark eagle is 
to be given a more up-to-date 
look and placed inside a globe, 
while the distinctive Barclays 
colour is going to be replaced 
fay a different shade of blue. 

following a successful trial 
at a prototype branch in Stock- 
port, near Manchester, earlier 
this year; new livery will be 
used for Barclays' Internet ser- 
vice and will start appearing in 
branches this summer. 

Barclays says that the new 
identity, developed by the 
branding consultants Inter- 
brand Newell & Sorrell, is 


BY ANDREW GARFIELD 
Financial Editor 


BARCL^S 

meant to project the change in 
its culture over the past two 
years. 

Barclays is also aiming to 
use the new logo and livery to 
achieve greater consistency in 



branding between operations 
like Bandaycard, Connect debit 
cards, and Barclays Capital the 
bond-broking arm. 

However, Barclays insists 
that the bank is not going down 
the road pursued by HSBC, 
which last year started to phase 
out Midland Bank as part of a 
global rebranding in which 
names of local operations are 
being eliminated. 

Barclays has adopted a low- 
key approach to the facelift. The 
group has avoided big public- 
ity stunts along the lines of the 
£3 00 m Pepsi rebrand several 
years ago and is keen to avoid 
charges of waste. 

Instead, staff have been 
briefed and senior managers 
have been shown the logo and 
trademark at internal confer- 
ences over the past few weeks. 


THE INTERNATIONAL bidding 
war for Albright & Wilson, the 
struggling UK chemicals group, 
intensified yesterday when 
Albemarle, the US chemicals 
company struck back against 
French competition with a 20 
per cent boost to its initial offer. 

Albemarle raised its cash 
offer of 130p to l60p, valuing 
Albright & Wilson at 1302m and 
trumping a I45p bid from 
Rhodia, the French company 
majority controlled by the 
chemicals giant Rhone- 
Poulenc. 

Albright's board immediate- 
ly recommended the bid from 
Albemarle, which has helped to 
double Albright's market value 
since it confirmed talks with 
interested parties in January. 

The City was yesterday ex- 
pecting the battle to go into an- 


by Andrew verity 

other round Thiders marked Al- 
bright's shares up I8p to I63p, 
above the Albemarle bid IeveL 
Rhodia encouraged those 
suspicions with a statement 
saying Albright the world’s 
biggest supplier of phosphates 
for detergents, remained a 
strategic interest for the group. 

“Wfe will consider our options 
and make our position public in 
the coming days, within a 
fortnight from now" said a com- 
pany spokesman 

Analysts believe Rhodia has 
the capacity to retaliate with a 
bid of up to 200p, 

But most expect an offer at 
around I70p. Phillips & Drew, 
the fond manager with a 25 per 
cent stake in Albright, is 
pledged to support any further 


bid from Rhodia above I60p. 

Martin Evans, ch emicals an- 
alyst at the stockbroker Suther- 
lands, said: *1 think the next step 
win be for Rhodia to come back 
in an attempt at a knock-out bid. 
Rhodia is much more commit- 
ted to Albright's business.” 

The takeover battle took on 
a new twist earlier this week 
when Rhodia learned of ad- 
vanced talks between Albright 
and Solutia, a US company spe- 
cialising in phosphates. Some 
investors feared the news 
would scupper a bid from Rho- 
dia, also bigin phosphates, be- 
cause of competition problems. 

Rhodia has already said it 
does not want Solutia. But the 
group has avoided competition 
problems in the short term by 
using a small Austrian takeover 
vehicle for the bid, ISPG. 


LONDON 


FOR THE third day running blue 
chips gave ground with investors 
switching out of fashionable shares 
into recovery plays, footsie fell 45.5 
points to 6,420.6 after getting an 
early boost from the Asda / 
Kingfisher merger The raid-cap 
index surged 88.9 to 5.T9&2 and the 
small-cap was up 18 to 2,467.1. Asda, 
op 22.25p to 198.75p, and Ttesco, 
l4_25p to 18L5p, were the best 
performing footsie constituents 
although mining group Billiton was 
not far behind with a i4p gain to 
201 Jp, Derek Rain, page 20 


NEW YORK 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 

*K I ■' I TOKYO | 


SCOTT WCNEALLY. chairman and 
chief executive of Sun 
Microsystems, warned that the 
computer maker faced 
“heartbreak hill" over the next 
few months as the year 2000 
looms and Asian markets 
struggle. 

The remarks, which followed 
last week's profits warning from 
Compaq, rattled nerves on Wall 
Street The Dow Jones index fell 
14.89 points to 1.0447.83. Sun fell 
$4 3/8 to $56, with other computer 
stocks falling in sympathy. 


THE NIKKEI 225 index dosed 124.5 
higher at 16.85158, a rise of 0.7 per 
cent. As confidence in an economic 
upturn strengthened overseas 
buyers were picking up recovery 
stocks such as Nippon Steel, which 
rose 12 per cent to a L2-month high. 

Other steel stocks moved 
higher Car stocks were generally 
firm with Honda closing 150 higher 
at 5.400. Sega Enterprises and 
Nintendo advanced, but 
technology stocks met some profit- 
taking. NTT Cell 0.7 per cent to 
i.75m yen. 


HONG KONG 


THE HANG SENG index rose 4.4 
per cent, or 528.07 points, to 
12,-190.30, its highest since 20 
October 1997. Trading volume 
was the highest since November, 
helped by strong inflows of 
overseas funds and heavy 
demand for technology stocks. 

Great Eagle rose 13 per cent. 
Wharf 10 per cent and 
Hongkong Telecom 8.5 per cent 
at HK$15.25. Hutchison 
Whampoa rose 4.2 per cent and 
the leading bank HSBC gained 7 
to HK?277. 


FRANKFURT 


FRANKFURT ended the week 
sharply down after talks on tax 
reform between the government 
and utility companies broke down. 
The DAX Xetra dosed down 46.7 
points - 0.9 per cent - at 5,143.02. 

EWE, Germany’s largest utility 
which had threatened to move some 
business abroad if the government 
refused to back down, slid 2.95 
euros - 7 per cent - to 40.7 euros. 
Downbeat statements from airlines 
British Midland and SAirGroup hit 
Lufthansa, whiah shed Q-39 euros to 
22.4 euros. 
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A deal that smacks of management ego 


SIH GEOFFREY MULCAHY, chief ex- 
ecutive of Kingfisher does like a 
deal, doesn’t he? Everyone else is 
busy dismantling the conglomerates 
of yesteryear but Sir Geoff seems 
intent only on building up a new one. 
And strangely enough, the City seems 

to like the idea 

Admittedly Sir Geoff is confining 
his ambitions to re tailing, but what a 
hoteh potch of (Efferent retailers he’s 
assembling - Wbolworths, Super- 
drug, the B & Q and Castorama DIY 
chains, Darty an French electrical re- 
tailer and now, if all goes according 
to plan Asda as welLLs the City right 
to be backing this curiously unfash- 
ionable adventure in retail diversity. 

The test of any merger has to be 
whether one and one adds up to more 
than two. Just occasionally there 
are good defensive reasons to merge 
which might justify a dispensation 
from this test, but such cases are usu- 
ally pretty desperate ones. 

Tb his credit. Sir Geoff has so far 
proved himself reasonably adept at 
managing businesses across the re- 
tail sector despite a wobbly mid 
term patch when he had to sack his 
friends and split his role in order to 
remain at the helm. On the other 
hand, it is not readily apparent that 
Asda needs much in the way of man- 



Outlook 


agement Its recovery from basket 
case is now frilly complete and it is 
now weD established m third place in 
the supermarkets league table. 

Flainfy there wiD be some buying 
power benefits to be had but because 
these two companies are in different 
areas of the retail market, they are 
unlikely to be significant Cross seU- 
ing opportunities are also likely to be 
quite limited in scope, at least in the 
short tom So wfaafs the point of this 
deal? 

Eventually there will be a succes- 
sion problem at Kingfisher Sir Geoff 
has a few good years left in him yet, 
but there is no obvious successor Still 
in his early forties, Allan Leighton, 
chief executive oCAsda, would provide 


a top drawer replacement However, 
a company's need for an heir appar- 
ent is not in itself a good reason to 
merge. 

Simple observation tells you that 
trig companies are always fetter and 
less efficient than smaller ones, but 
plainly there are some advantages in 
size for the sake of it From buying 
power to cost of capital large com- 
panies have a quite considerable 
competitive advantage over smaller 
ones. It is very much Sr Geoff’s view 
that the increased price transparen- 
cy and enhanced competition of 
European retailing caused by the sin- 
gle currency means that size will 
become all important 

Once again, however; it is ques- 
tionable that bringing together a 
number of very different retailing 
formats to produce that size brings 
about the economies of scale Sir 
Geoff seeks. Nonetheless, in terms of 
market capitalisation. Kingfisher will 
end up bigger that Marks & Spencen 
Sainsbury and Tesco. In terms of sales 

too. Sir Geoff will be up there at the 

top. 

That's quite a badge to wear on 
your lapel but whether in the end this 
merger does any more than provide 
an antidote to manag ement boredom, 
or indeed really amounts to much 


more than the pursuit of prestige and 

size for the sake erf it is open to ques- 
tion. It seems unlikely the Cify wiD op- 
pose this marriage, but the betting 
must be that 10 years down the line 
the merchant bankers wiD be earn- 
ing their fee for the second time round 
- by dismantling this grand folly. 


Salisbury's 


THERE IS always something to be 
said for self criticism, but as count- 
less generations of zealots have 
found, it doesn’t necessarily lead to 
self improvement. There were no ex- 
cuses at Sainsbury’5 yesterday Dino 
Adriano, the chief executive, was 
brutally frank. “The level of sales 
growth at Sainsfaurys Supermarkets 
is not acceptable." 

Underlying like-for-iibe sales 
growth of 1.2 percent is just not good 
enough when your arch-rival and 
market leader Tesco is racking up 
4 per cent Profits will just about 
meet market forecasts for last yean 
the company said yesterday, but for 
this year there will be a fell, despite 
the decision to shed 300 people and 
invest £30m to drive top-line growth. 

It was no wonder that, exdted by 
the Kingfisher Asda announcement. 


the stock market perversely took aD 
this as good news, figuring that 
Salisbury's weakness would make 
it a likely target for a new wave of 
supermarket consolidation. Actual- 
ly, the market is probably wrong 
about this. With the Government and 
competition authorities in their pre- 
sent mood, no merger of super- 
market companies would get the 
thumbs up, and there are no other 
Sir Geofis around intent on building 
up some new retail conglomerate. 

It's possible that Sainsbury could 
mairp a target for Wal-Mart or some 
other foreign behemoth interested 
in establishing a UK footing, but the 
shareholders would be unwise to 
bank on it The odds are that Sains- 
buiy wiD have to manage its own way 
out of its present malaise. Mr Adri- 
ano and his team have got their work 
cut out 


den this weekend, and jolly uncom- 
fortable the Treasury is about the 
whole thing too. 

In the City, die proposal is caus- 
ing much gnashing of teeth and it 

has been leapt only the Euroscep- 
tic press as a cause c&tibre. Ac- 
cording to some, the tax wiD force 
the entire Eurobond industry to 

• e r tn trinripfr tax 


least until very recently befogfo di* 
^mmate betweai wholesale and re- 
tail investors by imposing a. 
thresholditf 40,000 eurps, over whki . 
transactions would bfr tax-exempt. 7 
In theory this would trap rich tax 


market unaffected. 


of British jobs. 

Tliis might be an unduly alarmist 

view but it is certainly the case that 

if imposed, the tax would partially 

erode the City’s competitive 
advantage. In an electronic world 
where it is becoming increasingly 

i.«.f/,v«,n>iacciii nnp nfanv 


pnthing of the sort Canny retailing 
vestors could avoid the tax by join- 
ing forces until the combined value 
of them transactions exceeded the 
threshold. This gives the Chancel- 
lor a possible let-out If the effec- 
tiveness of the legislation is open tq 


Euro tax 


THE CHANCELLOR has got himself 
into a bit of a hole over that irritat- 
ing German proposal fora European 
wide withholding tax on investment 
income. The wretched thing is on the 
agenda for an informal meeting of 
European finance ministers in Dres- 


number of international financial 
centres, it is crucial that the City 

hangs onto as much of a competitive 

edge as it can. 

The perceived seriousness of 
this threat has prompted the British 
government to take a tough tor 
tough- ish) line. Gordon Brown, we 
are told, will not agree to anything 
that harms the City. However; nei- 
ther is Mr Brown keen to use his 
powers to veto the tax unless ab- 
solutely necessary. 

This has all led to talk of com- 
promise, with the favoured plan, at 


tobackit 

So where does this leave us? One 
of two things could happen, first, 
someone could come up with a bril- 
liant compromise - which seems 
rather unlikely given the poor stan- 
dard of the solutions that have been 
proposed so fee Second, and fer 
more the most Hkety is that alter- 
native proposals will be discussed, 
plans drawn up, and consultations 
made, until the German presiden- 
cy of the Commission has passed. 
Playing the whole thing off into the 
long grass seems to be the Chan- 
cellor's best hope of avoiding use of 
the veto. 


Asda merger sets 
retailers’ alarm 


IN BRIEF 


bells ringing 
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THE PROPOSED £18bn Asda/ 
Kin gfish er merger prompted 
alarm bells to ring in the retail 
sectors. 

The prospect of the biggest 
shops group the country has 
ever known being created put 
the shares of many stores 
underpressure. 

Great Universal Stores fell 
4&5p to 726p and Marks & 
Spencer 18.75p to 423p. Boots 
gave up 27p to 855J5p and 
Dixons 44p f after 80p) to L343p. 
MFL the furniture chain seen 
as a bid target in Thursday’s ex- 
citement, fell 3p to 46.5p as 
speculators withdrew. 

But the possibility tbe 
Asda/Kingfisher deal would 
quicken the pace of shopkeep- 
ing mergers prevented a retail 
rout And the expected arrival 
in this country of Wal-Mart, the 
US giant and the growing am- 
bition of Continental groups, 
which are taking an increasing 
interest in British retailing, pro- 
duced a few buyers, partieuferiy 
among the supermarkets. 

Safeway improved 4.75p to 
260p in heavy trading and J 
Sainsbury, helped by a better- 
than -expected trading state- 
ment gained L5.25p to 390.25p. 
Tesco, already being linked 
with more Continental buys, 
jumped 14.25p to I8i.5p. 

Asda. with turnover reaching 
a staggering 912 million shares, 


Market 

REPORT 



DEREK 

Pain 


and packaging, building mate- 
rials and oQs - all renown for 
their imder-performance - woe 
prominent in tbe mid-cap 
charge. 

Cookson. tbe engineer; led 
the way with a 2KL5p gain to 
I77.5p; Spirax-Sarco, buying 
in its shares, rose 51p to 552p. 

The stream of corporate ac- 
tivity continued with Albright & 
Wilson, the chemical group, 
gaining I8p to I63p as Albe- 
marle, the US group, lifted its 
offer to 160p. topping a counter 
bid from Khodia of France. 
With some, including Martin 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share price, pence 


jMFil 


BRITISH BORNEO, the Oil 
explorer, flared 2Qp to 
152.5p. Besides the 
perceived revival in oil 
fortunes the gain was 
fuelled by talk of takeover 
action - and a significant 
find. According to a well- 
informed source. BB was 
evaluating what could be a 
rich discovery in the Gulf of 
Mexico which would add 
impressively to its assets. 

The shares almost 
touched 400p last year and 
were 522.5p a few years ago. 



brewing group, was flat again 
with profit worries resurfacing 
and talk of problems over a 
brewing contract 

Water shares were ruffled by 
BT AlexJBrown caution - “the 
sector is best avoided for the 
moment”, said tbe investment 
house. Tham es Water was low- 
ered I5.5p to 900p and United 
Utilities 6p to 732 _5p. 

The mining blue chips, Bil- 
liton and RioTmto, continued 
to daw their way back on the ex- 
pectation that commodity 
prices are going to advance. BD- 
liton became the best per- 
forming Footsie constituent of 
1999 with a I4p gain taking it to 
201J>p. The shares started the 
year at 119p. Rio rose 17fip to 
l,02L5p. 

BP Amoco was another ben- 
eficiary of the more positive ap- 
proach to resources, gus h ing 
52J>p to Ll25p, a new peak. 

Many fund managers are 
still believed to be underweight 
in Fbotsie’s biggest component 
and their positions will not be 
helped by the proposed take 
over of the US giant Atlantic 
Richfield. Shell gained 25p to 
444L75p. 

BTR Siebe enjoyed the im- 
proved climate for engineers, 
gaining 2i.5p to 32 ip. Share- 
holders approved the change of 
name to the unlikely Invensys. 

AstraZeneca suffered fur- 






United Assurance 
cuts 1^000 jobs 

UNITED ASSURANCE, the 
door-to-door insurer, 
yesterday said it was cutting 
1,000 jobs, more than a 
quarter of its workforce, as 
part of a wholesale change in 
corporate strategy: 

The jobs will be cut from 
door-to-door premium 
collection- The redundancies, 
costing £62m, will be spread 
across United's 112 branches 
nationwide and implemented 
by next April Unions are 
negotiating to reduce the 
scale of the cuts. 
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Goldman Sachs 






Thames Water’s wetlands site in Barnes, overlooked by project manager Kevin Feberdy 


JohnVoas 


Water companies defy Byatt 
with plans for price rises 


GOLDMAN SACHS said 
yesterday that the bank is 
targetting a 20 per cent 
return on capital and aims to 
be the number one 
investment bank in all sectors 
of the market 
Senior Goldmans 
executives, including the 
chairman Hank Paulson and 
the co -chief operating officers 
John Thornton and John 
Thain, were meeting potential 
investors in Hong Kong ahead 
of the bank's flotation in June. 
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Baird’s £21m buy 


MJ J ASOND J FMA 


checked in with a 2L25p (after 
26p) gain to I98.75p; Kingfish- 
er reversed A 35p advance to 
end 35p down at 840p. 

Away from the supermarket 
excitement the day belong to 
the mid-cap contingent .As 
Fbotsie wilted for the third -day 
running the smaU-cap index 
jumped 83.9 points to 5,796.2. It 
has been in relentless form 
this year although it is stiil 
more than 150 from its peak. 
The small-cap index climbed 18 
to 2.467.1. still more than 300 
from its high. 

Fbotsie, off 45.5 to 6,420.6. was 
ruffled by an uncertain New 
York display as well some 
switching out of fashionable 
blue chips, such as telecoms, 
into cyclical shares. In early 
trading it advanced 47.1, large- 
ly on the back of the Asda/King- 
fisher excitement. 

It was the second busiest ses- 
sion ever with share volume - 
helped by Asda’s 94.1 million 
contribution - mushrooming to 
1.6 billion. 

Engineers, chemicals, paper 


Evans of Sutherlands, claiming 
Albright is worth 180p a share, 
the French may not yet be out 
of the battle. 

London Clubs Interna- 
tional jumped 11.5p to 159p as 
some bet on a management buy 
out Yule Catto reacted 2lp 
higher to 322p on bid specula- 
tion. 

Devro, the sausage skin 
maker; attracted bid speculation 
although the shares were little 
changed at l32.5p. The compa- 
ny has produced four profit 
warnings and its shares have 
fallen from 545p in the past 12 
months. Former chairman 
Leon Allen, now a venture cap- 
italist is claimed to be trying to 
put together a bid. Mr Allen, 
who used to bead the Tfetley tea 
group, is said to be preparing a 
200p a share offer 

But the Break for the Bor- 
der night dubs group felt the 
impact of a failed bid The 
shares fen 8 Jp to 35fip after Fo 
Na Na, a late-night bar chain 
which is traded on the fringe 
Of ex market called off merger 
talks. FoNaNa rose 3p to 95% 
Kiwick. the amusement ma- 
chine group, fell lip to I6.5p as 
a rumoured bid failed to 
materialise. 

Scottish & Newcastle, the 


ON A day when a variety of 
takeover rumours swirled 
around the market First 
Leisure Corporation was 
under the speculative whip. 

The shares, in heavy 
trading, jumped 24p to 
247.5p. Talk of a predatory 
strike has often gone the 
rounds as Michael Grade 
has reshaped the sprawling 
group. Profits have been 
under pressure but a 
modest recovery to £34m is 
expected this year. The 
shares have touched 436^>p. 


BRITAIN'S 27 water companies 
have defied the Government 
and Ian Byatt the water regu- 
lator, by seeking inflation-bust- 
ing price rises in the business 
plans they have submitted for 
tbe next five years to Ofwat. 

The refusal to cut prices is 
likely to lead to a dash between 
the companies and Ofwat 
which last year said it expect- 
ed cuts in prices of between 15 
and 20 per cent- The outcome 
could hit share prices in the pri- 
vatised water utilities. 

The Independent has 
learned Thames is one of the 
lew to offer a price cut of £10 
i about 5 per cent) next year on 
the average bill of £205. but it 
too will be seeking rises of 2.5 
per cent above inflation in sub- 
sequent years to pay for high- 
er investment taking the 
average bill to £215. 


BY COLIN BROWN 
Chief Political Correspondent 


The water companies say 
they cannot afford to make big 
price cuts, having been or- 
dered to invest a massive £Sbn 
in environmental improve- 
ments and cleaner water 
schemes. 

Ministers, who have been an- 
gered by “fat cat” salaries for 
some utility directors, last night 
made it clear they were in no 
mood to back down, and 11 
Labour MPs tabled a Com- 
mons motion calling on the 
Government and Ofwat to stick 
to their targets for cuts in water 
bills. 

Don Norris, the Labour MP 
for Wansdyke. who tabled the 
motion, accused the water com- 
panies of mounting an orches- 
trated campaign to avoid 


cutting their prices to protect 
their shareholders. “I think 
“they are doing their best to pro- 
tect their generous profit mar- 
gins in a risk-free business 
where they have monopoly 
power," he said. 

A spokeswoman for John 
Prescott’s Department of En- 
vironment, Transport and the 
Regions said the Government 
was still demanding a cut in 
prices of 10 per cent across the 
country. “Wb think an across- 
the-board reduction in prices is 
justified and still achievable 
with the £8bn environmental 
programmes," she said. 

Thames has seen its share 
price slide from a high of £12 to 
£8-88. Its chief executive. Bill 
Alexander, who will earn 
£260.000 in salary this year, be- 
lieves he has strode the right 
balance between his share- 


holders and the demands of 
Ofwat and Mr Prescott 
Thames is planning to spend 
£2fibn in its region in the next 
five years on improvements to 
water quality, cutting down 
leaks, reducing lead in pipes 
and replacing some systems. 

The big threat to profits is 
more competition. Already 
there are two big French com- 
panies in the British market and 
the British companies fear 
“cherry picking" by competitors 
entering the market, induding 
the gas and electridty utilities. 

Thames, which has estab- 
lished a wetlands at Barnes in 
south-west London as part of its 
“green" credentials, has had to 
diversify into parks and gardens 
services in London's Royal I 
Parks and in Birmin gham to I 
grow in the UK and it could 
launch its own takeover bids. 


WILLIAM BAIRD, the textile 
group and M&S supplier; is 
buying Lowe Alpine, a 
designer; manufacturer and 
marketer of outdoor dothing 
and equipment, for £2lm in 
cash, induding £8m of 
company debt Lowe Alpine, 
based in Kendal Cumbria, 
has subsidiaries in the US, 
Ireland, France and Germany. 
In the year just ended it made 
a profit before tax of £L6m on 
a turnover of £33m. 
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Talks called off 

SHARES IN Break for the 
Border OBFTB), the quoted 
restaurants, bars and 
theatres group, fell 20 per 
cent to 35. 5p yesterday as Po 
Na Na Group, the Ofex-traded 
owner of late-night bars, 
called off takeover talks after 
failing to agree terms for a 
c ash-p lus-shares offer for 
BFTB. The two companies 
said they were in talks on 1 
March. 


ther punishment falling Tip to 
2j79p. The shares hare fallen 
each day since the Anglo- 
Swedish merger was complet- 
ed on Hiesday of last week. A 
suggested 2,600p price target 
from Warburg Dillon Read 
seems to have been an unset- 
tling influence. 

There has also been some 
bearish analytical comment on 
drugs, which has hit the indus- 
try's leading shares. But a nine- 
day losing streak must repre- 
sent an unhealthy start to mar - 
ket life for the new group. One 
suggestion is the small but 
highty-vocal Swedish contin- 
gent which opposed the deal is 
selling shares. 

Cambridge Mineral Re- 
sources continued to sparkle 
following its positive progress 
report on its search for dia- 
monds in Ireland. The shares 
rose 2.5p to lQ-ap; they have 
climbed from 5.5p this month. 


EU inspectors raid 
Renault’s offices 


Telecom Italia shares up on 
reports of German merger 
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SEAQ VOLUME: 1.6bn 
SEAQ TRADES: 111,050 
GILTS INDEX: n/a 


THE EUROPEAN Commission 
has raided the offices of Renault 
after allegations that it told its 
Irish distributor not to sell new 
cars to British residents, EU 
sources said yesterday. 

New car prices in Britain are 
the highest in the 15-nation 
European Union and British 
consumers are increasingly 
travelling abroad to buy cars 
at lower prices. 

EU inspectors raided Re- 
nault's French headquarters, 
the premises of its Irish dis- 
tributor and several individual 
dealers on March 24 and 25, 
said one source. 

The news follows the Com- 
mission’s announcement earli- 
er this week that it formally 
warned the US-German auto 
giant DaimlerChrysIer that 
its sales practices in four Eu- 
ropean countries were in 
breach of antitrust rules. 


British consumers’ com- 
plaints that cars in Britain are 
more expensive than any- 
where else in the European 
bloc have increased substan- 
tially in the last few years. 

These concerns cover all 
car models, including locally 
made Rover, but the decision 
to pick Renault suggests the 
Commission may be keen to 
take its offensive beyond the 
German manufacturers. 

Besides DaimlerChrysIer, 
the Commission is investigat- 
ing General Motors' Opel and 
last year fined Volkswagen on 
similar charges. 

Renault was not immedi- 
ately available to comment 
According to the Commis- 
sion’s latest car pricing report, 
published in February, new car 
prices in Britain are as much 
as 45 per cent higher than the 
cheapest within the bloc. 


SHARES IN Telecom Italia 
jumped yesterday on reports 
that Deutsche Telekom, the 
state-owned German operator, 
was preparing to rescue it from 
a hostile bid by Olivetti, the for- 
mer typewriter group, with a 
$200bn merger. 

Both companies refused to 
comment on the report which 
boosted Telecom Italia shares 
3 per cent The Italian group 
has made little secret ofits de- 
sire to attract a white knight 
bidder since an attempt to trig- 
ger a poison pill defence 


By Peter Thal Larsen 


against Olivetti's hostile bid. 
Apart from Deutsche, British 
Telecom. Spain’s Telefonica 
and the US group Sprint hare 
all been named as potential 
bidders. 

Both the Italian and the Ger- 
man governments claimed no 
knowledge of the talks. How- 
ever, they would both play a 
large role in any link-up if it 
were to go ahead. As a 74 per 
cent shareholder in Deutsche 
Telekom, the German govern- 


ment would have to formally ap- 
prove the merger: Meanwhile, 
the Italian government has a 
golden share in Telecom Italia 
allowing it to block any un- 
wanted bid. 

Analysts pointed out that 
any merger between the two 
companies would raise huge 
regulatory barriers. Deutsche 
would have to unwind its close 
affiance with France Telecom, 
winch has seen the companies 
lake shares in each other and 
make joint investments in other 
European countries. 
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Snooker. Reig nmg world champion relishes Crucible atmosphere while great rival is in predatory mood once again 


Higgins 

in et isy 
f ram te 
of m ind 




LlLBriet 
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Talks 


' ANYONE WITH the name “John 
Higgins" on a betting slip 
would have squirmed with 
anxie^. -I’ve not really been 
practising," the world snooker 
champion said. “I've been 
going to the dub and just going 
through the motions." The 
candour was a surprise as 
much as the sentiment 

If Jimmy White or Ronnie 
O'Sullivan had said it no one 
would have batted an eyelid, 
but Higgins? Given that no 
first-time winner has suc- 
cessfully defended the Em- 
bassy World Championship at 
the Crucible, it was almost as 
if he was surrendering his title 
even before he bent over a 
table. 

Or it might have been his 
way of distributing the load 
before be embarks on a 17-day 
slog. Maybe be needed to be an 
underdog in his own mind 
again. 

Higgins starts his defence 
against Northern Ireland’s 
Gerard Greene in Sheffield 
Jbis morning as tin question- 
wily the best snooker player in 
the world. Since winning at the 
Crucible last May he has col- 
lected the UK Championship, 
the Masters and two other ti- 
tles and in any other sport re- 
tention of his title would seem 
likely. Not snooker. 

Even Steve Davis and 
Stephen Hendry, the greatest 
players of the modern era, 
could not do it and Higgins 
admits he will never dominate 
in the manner they did. History 
says he cannot win this tour- 
nament and his weary com- 
plaint about practice hardly 
contra die Led it Yet with him it 
could be different 

Although Higgins is not in 
the Hendry class when it 
comes to hard labour (Her- 
cules came second in that con- 
test). he is a worker. However; 
he understands when prac- 
tice is dulling his game. His ad- 
mission that he was bored two 
weeks ago can be assessed as 
a sign of weakness but it might 
tilso speak of strength. He has 
gone his own way before. 

At 15 he won the Scottish 
Under-16 and Under-19 titles, 
a feat that was even beyond the 
young Hendry and, when he 
joined Hendry's manager; Ian 
Doyle, his passage to the top 
of the game looked likely to be 
as smooth as it was well-trod. 
Instead there was a parting of 
the ways that caused minds to 
wonder whether Higgins had 
the discipline of a truly great 
player. 

Last year’s 18-12 win over 
Ken Doherty in the final at the 
Crucible answered that, but 
also proved that Higgins might 
not always conform. However, 
he is a good judge of what is 
-right for him. 

* “Stephen was very, very 
single-minded.” Higgins said. 


By Guy 
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The singular John Hi^ins: ‘I'm a little 


The singular John Higgins: ‘I'm a little different I have to be. 1 can’t give 100 per cent to snooker’ 


past that stage before and the 
match was very, very tough, 
the hardest I had at the Cru- 
cible. But I was in tbe semi-fi- 
nals and the one-table set-up. 
You know it's not going to be 
easy but it was a turning 
point” 

Eight frames in succession 


burned off O'Sullivan in the 
semi-finals and in the final he 
lost the first frame but was 
never behind again. 

“When I was clearing up in 
the last frame l could see my 
mum starting to cry. and it 
nearly set me off as well." he 
said. “I was very proud for my 


parents. They have both given 
me so much support over the 
years. It was a marvellous 
evening." 

Higgins will re-enter the 
theatre of tears at 10 am. the 
traditional grand entrance for 
the defending champion. 

•■If you lose on the first day 


it's a horrible feeling because 
you don’t feel as though the 
championship has begun. 1 
know I'm under pressure but 
that comes with being de- 
fending champion." 

It is a pressure he would 
love to re-acquaint himself 
with next year. 


Hendry 
driven by 
history 


cm CHI RODRIGUEZ was talk- 
ing about Jack Nicklaus when 
he said “he became a legend in 
his spare time", but he could 
have applied it to Stephen 
Hendry. Give him a minute and 
he would go to pot. 

Maybe tbe old drive is not 
quite there in the lesser 
events, but put the 30-year-old 
six- times champion anywhere 
near Sheffield and the old 
predatory instincts return. 
The Embassy World Snooker 
Championships begin today 
and it can be assured that 
Hendiy has not lined up a 
shot this season without study- 
ing its pertinence to this tour- 
nament. 

It is history he is after and 
he will get that if he wins at The 
Crudble again and becomes tbe 
first modem player to win seven 
tides. It would be one more than 
Ray Reardon and Steve Davis 
and would put his name in the 
record books for the future as 
clearly as it resides in present 
minds. It is tbe principal, if not 
the on{y reason why he still puts 
in the hours of graft. 

“It is my burning ambition," 
Hendiy said, which, for a man 
who fest showed an emotion in 
public when the midwife wel- 
comed him into the world with 
a smack, is a fair indication of 
an inferno within. He can no 
longer swagger round the 
snooker circuit with the air of 
near-invincibility but he is still 
a formidable opponent He has 
won two tournaments this sea- 
son and, if he can regain the 
mental rigidity of bis 20s, he will 
take some stopping. 

“There is nothing much 
wrong with my game." he said, 
‘it's just my concentration that 
lets me down occasionally. If I 
don't get that right it wiD show 
up even more in the longer- 
frame matches at Sheffield." It 
would be a shock if Hendry’s 


By gw Hodgson 

mind does not focus properly if 
he gets past a potentially diffi- 
cult first-round opponent. Paul 
Hunter. 

A rock-solid Hendiy- could 
meet an opponent in the semi- 
finals whose own mother would 
not even testify to his concen- 
tration, Ronnie O'Sullivan. In- 
deed, it would be a fascinating 
confrontation between a man 
who squeezed the last drop 
from his body and another who 
sometimes seems hell bent on 
wastefully haemorrhaging his 
gift 

Mention of his mother is ap- 
propriate because Maria 
O'Sullivan is likely to accom- 
pany her son to Sheffield this 
week to give him a much-need- 
ed guiding hand. “I've been 
practising really hard since 
Christmas," he said, "and I 
started to reap some of the ben- 
efits. I've not been there men- 
tally this season, but I'm trying 
to get things right in ray head" 
Not before time. 

Hie fear is O'Sullivan could 
end up, like Jimmy White, tan- 
talising^ close but not quite dis- 
ciplined enough to win toe prize 
his brilliance deserves. The 
"Whirlwind” has qualified for 
The Crucible and renews his re- 
lationship with romantics every- 
where with the outstanding 
match of the first round against 
the eighth seed, Alan McManus. 

"The Crudble always brings 
the best out of me." White said, 
“and no one will be trying hard- 
er than me to win the title.” 
Sadly, everyone else will al- 
most certainly have worked 
harder before they got there. 

EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Sheffield); today. 10am: / Higgins v G 
Greene. A Hamilton v C Small 2.30pm: IM 
Bond u D Dale. J Rurott « T Murphy. 7pnr 
Higgtns v Greene: T CVago v P O'Brien 
Wumiiuii! 10am: Hamilton v Small: Bond 
v Dale 33Dpm: K Doherty y S lames. Dra- 
gO 1 O'Brien 7pm: A RobkfevM v N Walker. 
Parron v Murphv 


SECOND ROUND 


John Higgins. Sco H I 

Gerard Greene. N lie JW) 

MarK Kais. Eng (161 , 

Darren Morgan. Wal p2) 

Alan McManus. So? |3) 

Jimmy White. Eng (10) * 

Stephen Lee. Eng |3) ( 

John Ljrdner. Sro (9A| 

Mart- waiumy WU1 151 

Ian McCulloch. Eng |60) 1 

ALiji Potjidoun, Can I IT) 

Mick Walker, Eng f?1| * . ~ * 

Nigel Bond. Eng II ii ■ ~ , • j 

Donum, Dale Mb! (331 " 

hen Doherty Rep -y ft e (a) . . 

Steve James. Eng (37) y . -• 

Ronnie O'SuMiwn. fng (3j 

Iro Feman*i£. e I ke ilSSl. . 

Stew Dads. Eng Uhl . . 

Joe Perry, frg (7A) . 4 - - 

Anthony Hamilton Eng (11) 

Oins Small. Sco (35| 

John Pan on. Eng |6> . 

Jerry Murphy. N Ire |39)_ • v •, .1 

Pecer Rrion. Eng (71 ■ ~ ■ \ - ’ ’ 

Matthew Stevens. Wtol (36| * / 

Tony Drago. Mall) f IQ) 

Perga) O Bnen Rep o» ire (20) 

James Wacrana. Thai (1 SI 
Marco Fu. HK (377) ~ 

Sret-hcn Hendry, Sco 12) , 

Pawl Hunter. Eng £4) 


. World rankings in brackets 
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1 PRIZE MONEY 

I Maser: QW-tOO 

Runner apt Cl 3S 000 
Laclsg mmM lMMB 

tie 000 . ' 

I ' Unlit qurttrOliriK: 

1 C 1* 000 

Last 16 : CIS 350 
Laif 33 = k 12.500 
Highest break: £ 30,000 
Ms slmn m btialc '1*1.000 
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Flat, ripple id or dry fly - all in my ideal book at bedtime 


\.- 7- r V 


APOLOGIES FOR ray absence 
last week, I was just so busy 
reading ail the letters my last 
coiiann illicited. Special name- 
in-Iights mention must go to R 
R mcMvmk in Cumbria, who 
seemed to think me saying 

toat it is usually men that pose 

for pictures holding fat bellied 
fish constituted feminism. Mr 
Brockbank! That wasn't femi- 
nism, it was a sentence. What 
; is toe world coming to if one 
can’t mate a generalisation? 

Before I launch into the 
subject proper this week, I 
must mention that the salmon 
by-laws proposed by the Envi- 
ronment Agency have now 
come into force. These affect 
fishermen in England and 
Wales and are as follows: 
Salmon and sea trout netting 


ANN IALISA 
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will now not start i 
(a few specified fis 
still net for sea trt 
have to return ai 
they accidentally c 

Rod and line ai 
start fishing for sal 
the local season offic 
-however; any angle 
a salmon before 16 * 
return it with min 
jury. 

You must only usi 


in til 1 June flies or hires before toat date, 
heries may and nothing else, no worms or 
mt but will shrimps, etc. 
iy salmon Be aware, however, that 
itch i . some rivers will have their 

iglers can own even more stringent local 
mon when regulations, so please make 
mlly starts sure you know what they are 
t catching before you start 
lune must Now then, *Sportfish. Fbr a 

ixmun in- couple of years I have wanted 
to find out a bit more about 
; artificial them. Their mail order cata- 


logue is often given away free 
with fishing magazines. My 
copy sits constantly by ray bed 
and 1 love it. 

As someone relatively new 
to fishing, compared to all 
those “at toe river bank from 
birth" types. I like its friendly, 
clear approach. Fifteen year's 
ago, when Sportfish started, its 
catalogues were not so good. 
"I’d be really embarrassed lu 
show you one now,” says Philip 
Parkinson, who owns S“.i ..-fish 
with his wife. Anne. Weft, w* all 
have to start somewhere. ?«nd 
their black and white early of- 
ferings have mutated into 
something altogether more 
slick and colourful now 

Mail order accounts for 90 
per-cent of Sportfish s busi- 
ness. Luckv folk in Hereford 


can visit the Sportfish HQ and 
shop <at Winfortoni, Londoners 
can visit them on Pail Mall 
(where Tidelines used to be>. 
sandwiched betwixt Hardy's 
and Farlows. 

When this latest shop 
opened I was almost beside 
myself with excitement at toe 
thought of being able to see all 
toe gadgets from toe cata- 
logue come alive. Sportfish 
mixes toe traditional with mod- 
em, more US-inspired kiL 
Hence you can still get lovely 
Richard Wheatley metal flv 
boxes, but if you Fancy some- 
thing a little more minimalist 
then you can have that too. 

A very innovative fly-holding 
idea they sell is by C&F Design, 
which consists of system files, 
fly boxes and linings. The files 


are large, flat, clear plastic 
boxes and you can clip in six 
foam linings 'flat, rippled or dry 
flyi. 

The idea is that you put 
particular flies (say, for a hot 
day on a chalk stream) on 
each lining and. when you go 
fishing, you take whichever 
finings you want out and put 
them in the fly boxes. 

Although I adore my 
Wheatley boxes, which are 
all engraved with my fishing 
name. I really took a shine to 
the C&F design. For one, 
when all six linings are fully 
loaded and in their files they 
look great - you can see them 
all in one go. 

My fishing buddy. Pete, was 
not so keen, so I had to return 
the system, which I had bought 


for him as a present (financial 
restrictions did not allow me to 
keep it for myself). 

Philip Parkinson knows a lot 
about fishing (his wife doesn't 
fish but knows a lot about the 
products, since it was she who 
initially started up toe busi- 
ness). He used to be a fisheries 
scientist for the Welsh Water 
Authority and was involved in 
the opening of reservoirs as 
fisheries in the 70s, then he was 
made Fisheries Officer for 
Gwynedd, which he left to work 
at Partridge’s of Redditch, toe 
hook and bamboo cane rod 
manufacturers, (Andy Murray 
of Hardy’s recently told me 
there is no such thing as a split 
cane rod, they’re called bam- 
boo rods). 

Then Parkinson worked for 


a some tackle manufacturers, 
then joined Anne and Sportfish. 
which she had already been 
running for some years. He is 
also a founder member of the 
Wye {foundation and is very in- 
volved with lots of conservation 
work, which 1 shall report on 
later in the year. 

We talked for several hours 
whilst I consumed Fbx’s Glac- 
ier Mints, a large stash of 
which he keeps on his desk, 
about hatcheries, fish farms, 
and toe new laws that I have 
reported on before. It was like 
doing a fisheries degree in one 
easy, sweet-sucking afternoon, 
although I suspect, made 
much easier. 

•Sportfish; 01544 327111 or 01 71 
839 9008. 

a.ba7tieri<gindepmienLco.iik 
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Blue clues to marathon exercise in 


LETS SUPPOSE you are out in 
the park, okay and you see, run- 
ning towards you, a Teletubhy. 
(It isn’t important whether it is 
TinkyTIWniy, Laa-Laa, Dipqror 
Po). You migh t question your 
sanity. More likely, you would 
regard the person inside the 
oncoming, primary-coloured 
suit as more of a lunatic - and 
most times you would be right 
But not in the last few days 
before the London Marathon. 

If this unsettling experience 
befalls you during April, you 
should know that the person 
inside the oncoming suit - 
whether it be that of a Tele- 
tubby, a Luke Skywatker or the 
Matterhorn- is not being silly, 
but sensible. Ask NeQ Black, 
because he knows. 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


Black, physiotherapist to the 
British athletics team, is a reg- 
ular contributor to pre- 
Marathon teach-ins for 
first-time charity runners. His 
advice for those about to travel 


26 miles and 3S5 yards in absurd 
outfits is the same as for more 
conventional competitors - be 
familiar with what you run in. 
Does that mask suffocate you 
as soon as you start moving 0 Do 
those leggings chafe? These are 
things you need to be aware of 
before you embark upon your 
chosen course. 

Advice to aspiring marathon- 
ers is available from every quar- 
ter Whole books are devoted to 
iL Newspapers and magazines 
detail dos and tion'ts. According 
to Black, there is simply too 
much information out there for 
the rookie runner much of it 
conflicting. 

Earlier this week John 
Spurting, a 50-year-old adver- 
tising executive who is seeking 


to raise Elm for charity in this 
year's London event had an op- 
portunity to quiz the Olympic 
champion, Josiah Thugwane. 
on his pre-race diet 

The South African explained 
that he normally ate meat and 
maize 24 hours before starting. 
Spurling, whose sporting ex- 
perience in the past 40 years 
has been confined to playing 
golf and taking up foolhardy 
bets during late-night sittings 
in Langan's. pondered on Thug- 
wane's words for a second or 
two before translating them 
into more meaningful form. 
“So basically." he said, "That 
means bangers and mash." 
The prospect seemed to please 
him. 

Spurting was working out for 


himself one of the main mes- 
sages which Black attempts to 
put across in his seminars - 
that, ultimately, each runner 
has to discover what works for 
them. If its bangers and mash, 
so be it. 

Many different messages 
have been required from Black 
this year in order to set virgin 
marathoners back on the right 
lines. "One lady stood up dur- 
ing our question time and said 
her main worry was not 
whether she could complete the 
distance, but whether she could 
get lost on the course." Black 
recalled. 

He assured her that the 
presence of a wide blue guide- 
line along the whole of the 
route should still her fears. 


And, of course, the presence of 
30,000 other runners all going 
in the same direction would also 
offer a strong due. 

Another of Black’s charges 
was troubled by sore legs and 
persistent fatigue. He had read 
an article which maintained 
that the key to marathon prepa- 
ration was two-hour runs- And 
so, at six o'clock every morning, 
he had been setting out on a 
two-hour run. He was advised 
to ease off a bit 

There was a query of a very 
different kind from a man who 
said he was losing weight dur- 
ing his training, even though he 

insisted he was eating 12,000 
calories per day. It was sug- 
gested to this seeker-after-truth 

that if he really was losing 


weight on 12,000 calories p» 
day, he should simply eat a bit 
more. I can’t help thinking .that 

this man should also have been 


tfentonnismeuuyKsvmuH™- 
But perhaps the most chal- 
lenging case Black has had to 

deal with this time around con- 
cerned the runner who pre- 
sented him with a Cunning 
Plan. Here, in all its majestic 
simplicity it is. 

Run the first mile. Then sit 
down, keeping the legs moving 
in a peddling action for one 
minute. Run the second mile. 

... i Hut laitD 



peaaiing ior iwo 

so on, with steadily increasing 

“rests”, 26 times over 

Blade pooled out as tactfully 


s he could that this approach 
iwoWanumbffofpdtofidly 
lebifitatmg factors, no least of 
vhich was the risk of severe 
ibdominal strain fraraaUfiie 1 
stationary exercising...,. ... 
i However; the Cimnmgjlan- 
her^ who had never previously- 
cun further than four milgsat 
one sitting, as .it were - re- . 
mained convinced that he had 
i made a significant break-' 
through m distance-running; 

technique: And so keen washed 
to share his inspiration that he 
! handed Black the hdl instrao- 
' tions as he was about to 
address a newly amved group 
i of charity runners. 

Black put the rote miiis back 
pocket, but chose not to pass it • 


on. 


Meyer’s 


theories 


run m 


practice 


Pride of South Africa competes in 


tomorrow’s London Marathon with 


speed in mind- By Mike Rowbottom 


HOWEVER ELANA MEYER 
runs in her first London 
Marathon tomorrow - and the 
elfin South African is expecting 
great things - her place in ath- 
letics histoiy is already assured 
When she joined Derartu Tulu 
on a joyous lap of honour after 
the Ethiopian had beaten her to 
the 1932 Olympic 10,000 metres 
title, Meyer became, whether 
she knew it or not, a symbol. 

South Africa, banned from 
the Olympics after the 1960 
Games because of its apartheid 
policy, could not have wished for 
a more affecting image of its 
return to the international fold: 
a white and a black African 
united in sport 

Over the following months, 
Meyer received hundreds of 
letters of congratulation from 
compatriots of all colours. 
What registered so dearly on 
that evening of high emotion in 
Barcelona’s Montjuic stadium 
was the genuineness of the ges- 
ture. Meyer recalls the 
occasion almost reverentially. 
“Usually when someone fin- 
ishes settHid they are really dis- 
appointed, but I was so happy 
because it had been such a long 
road just to get to the Games. 
I got a medal - lots of great 
South African athletes never 
even got the chance to compete 
in the Olympics. Even if 1 win 
a gold medal in the future it will 
never be as emotionally 
rewarding for me as getting 
that medal in Barcelona." 


But such reflections have 
not taken the competitive edge 
away from the athlete who fol- 
lowed, and eventually sur- 
passed, her South African 
contemporary, Zola Budd. 
Meyer is determined to achieve 
the success In marathon run- 
ning that she experienced on 
the track, where she added a 
Commonwealth silver to the 
one she won in Barcelona, as 
weQ as a World Cup title. 

Budd - whose adoption fay 
the Daily Mail and then Britain 
in the mid-1980s allowed her the 
international competition 
denied to her compatriots until 
1992 -has retired from top-class 
running. Meyer is still there. 
And, by her own assessment, 
training and running better 
than ever before. 

She is not big - five foot 
three indies and not quite eight 
stone - but her ambition 
remains huge. This, after all, is 
an athlete who is unable to run 
anymore. At least, according to 
the assessment of doctors who 
examined her in the wake of the 
severe Achilles tendon injury 
which forced her to abandon (he 
1996 Olympic marathon. 

She suffered a 70 per cent 
tear of the tendon, and the 
prognosis was bleak, indeed 
terminal. But the doctors reck- 
oned without the spirit that had 
kept Meyer running and im- 
proving through the Long years 
of international exile- “1 didn't 
believe what they said,” she 



Contenders: Elena Meyer (for right) and her rivals (from left) Adriana Fernandez of Mexico, Kenya's Joyce Chapchnmba and Anstrf ilia’s Nicole Carroll Robert HaUam 


recalled. “Something deep 
down inside me said I would be 
back. I believe there is nothing 
you can’t recover from.” 

It is just as well that Meyer 
holds such a philosophy. Over 
the past five years it has been 
tested to the limits by a suc- 
cession of injuries to her legs 
and bade. She even managed to 
cause a stress fracture in her 
spine while lifting heavy lug- 
gage from an airport carrousel 
on her return from the 1995 
World Championships in Goth- 
enburg. 

Since July of last year, how- 
ever, she has enjoyed uninter- 
rupted training for the first 


time since 1994, when she set 
her marathon best of 2hrs 
25min I5sec on her debut in 
Boston. And a winning time of 
66min Msec in January's Tokyo 
half-marathon - the second 
fastest ever by a woman - con- 
firmed that, at the age of 32, she 
is in the form of her life. 

“Until now I have 
approached marathon running 
with the mindset of a track run- 
ner and that doesn't work,” she 
said. “Now I feel like a 
marathon runner, and that 
transition makes me excited 
about running in London.” 

Her recent advances bave 
taken place in tandem with 


the coach who has overseen 
her running for the past 14 
years, Pieter Labuschagne, 
who also guided Budd's for- 
tunes. “Elana can go much 
faster than ever before on Sun- 
day',” he says. 

If Meyer does succeed in her 
London ambition, she will not 
be the first woman to have 
won there after being told her 
career was finished. Liz Mc- 
Colgan, who took the title in 
1996, received the same prog- 
nosis two years beforehand. 

If Budd was Meyer's main 
rival in the early part of her 
career, it was McColgan who 
took over the role. Although 


South Africa only returned to 
international sport in 1992, 
Meyer had competed against 
the Scot many times before 
both lined up for the Olympic 
10,000m final That is, she had 
competed theoretically. 

“By 1991 1 was getting so 
frustrated with not being able 
to race against runners from 
other countries that I competed 
with Liz on paper” Meyer said 
“Every time she ran well, at 
3.000m or 5,000m, I would go out 
back home and try to run 
faster.” 

She succeeded, too, record- 
ing 8 min 32sec for the 3,000m 
and I4min 44sec for the 5,000m, 


times which still put he 
world’s top five. 

She even went out t 
with her husband Mid 
trained lawyer who no 1 
chain of children's spe 
shops near their hom< 
lenbosch - and wi 
McColgan winning tl 
10,000m title. 

“It was not nice,’’ se 
with a wry grin. “I ha 
moment of it beca 
wanted to he running 
won’t say I would hr 
but I know I would h 
a real race of iL” 

This time around, 
who has the opportuj 
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the limelight at McColgatfs 
expense - the Scottish runner 
misses this year’s race became 
she is expecting her second 
baby. 

Seven years ago, Budd said 
Meyer would one day run 2JM 
for the marathon. Reminded of 
that forecast tins week, Meyer 
readily agreed with it “Yes, for 
sure,” she said. 

“On the track, and in half- 
marathons, I’ve achieved close 
to my potential. In the 
marathon, I haven't That’s 
something which really moti- 
vates me.” 

How much, we may see 
tomorrow. 


Elite pose tough 
test for Brown 


THE FLORA LONDON MARATHON 1999 


' Expected times 
of leading women 
runners 


5 Miles from start 



The Times Mini London 
Marathon start: Lower 
Thames Street 


BRITAIN HAS not had a male 
winner at the London Marathon 
since 1993. when Eamorm Mar- 
tin, who is seeking to break Ron 
HOI'S British Veteran Record of 
2 hr 15 min 46 sec tomorrow, put 
everything together perfectly on 
his debut at the distance. 

Six years on. the top British 
runner, Jon Brown, faces an al- 
most impossible task as he 
seeks to bring off another home 
victory. Ills hard to see how the 
organisers of this year's Flora 
London Marathon could have 
done a better job in attracting 
the event's elite, lowing the line 
in Shooters HQ1 Road at 9.3Q am 
will be the Olympic Champion. 
Josiab Thugwane of South 
Africa, Brazil's Ronaldo Da 
Costa, who set a world best of 
2:06:05 in winning last Septem- 
ber’s Berlin race, and the world 
champion, Abel Anton of Spain, 
who is defending his title. 

Add to those aspirants the 
European 10,000 metres cham- 
pion Antonio Pinto of Portugal, 
winner of this event in 1992 and 
1997, Lee Bong-Ju of South 
Korea, lost the 1996 Olympic 
title to Thugwane by just three 
seconds, and J osephat Kiprooo 
of Kenya, who has a best of 
2:07:27 to his name. 


By mike Rowbottom 


No wonder Brown is back 
down at 33-1 with the bookies. The 
28-year-old Vancouver-based run- 
ner is hanging on to his own the- 
ory that when any tap class field 
is convened - ami he likens this 
one to the Olympics in terms of 
quality - only 50 per cent of those 
present run to form. But even if 
that prediction proves correct. 
Brown - whose outspoken com 
merits about the illegal use of the 
Wood-booster EPO in distance 
running provoked an angry re- 
action finm Pinto earlier this 
week - has little chance of end- 
ing Britain's wait However his 
eighth place in last month's 
Worid Cross Country Champi- 
onships at Belfast offered im- 
pressive evidence of his form, 
and he looked certain to im- 
prove on his best London plac- 
ing of eighth, his position last 
year, and best time of 2:10:13. 

It is make or break time for 
Brown. “If I don’t feel I can be 
competitive here there is no 
point in going on to run the 
Olympic Marathon in Sydney 
□ext year ** he said. “So this 
could be my last marathon for 
a while.” 

Ronaldo Da Costa is the 


bookmakers’ favourite although 
his manages Luis Felipe Posso. 
claims that he has not trained 
with sufficient concentration 
after the achievement which 
made him a household name in 
his soccer-crazy homeland. 

Thugwane ’s recent record 
has been fitful - he dropped out 
of last year's London race and 
the subsequent New York event 
with injuiy. But Pinto, who put 
together an outstanding track 
season last year at the age of 32, 
looks capable of securingathird 
title. Anton, toa reports himself 
in ideal shape for the race -as- 
suming he is not distracted by 
the events of this week, when hik 
wife gave birth to their first 
child by caesarean section. 

The women's race has an 
open look in the absence of the 
1996 wmnec Liz McColgan. who 
is expecting her second child, 
and Catherina McKieman of 
Ireland. last year’s champion, 
who withdrew from the defence 
of her title last month because 
of an Achilles tendon problem. 
Earlier this week the women's 
race lost another potentially 
fascinating element when Fer- 
nanda Rlberio, Portugal's 
Olympic lO.iMMJm champion 
pulled out of what would have 
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been her debut at the distance 
with 3 knee injuiy. 

McColgan’s opinion -which 
is likely to be as good as any- 
one’s - is that Joy ce Chep- 
chumba of Kenya, who beat her 
to the 1997 title by just one sec- 
ond looks the most likely win- 
ner. The bookmakers agree. 
They had Chepchumba at 4-6 
for a second London tide with 
Portugal’s European Champi- 
on, Manuela Machado, at 4-1. 
and Elana Meyer of South 
Africa, seeking her first big 
title after five years in the 
Marathon ranks, at 5-1. 

Among the others who 
might feature are South 
Korea’s 21-year-old national 
record holder, Kwon Eun-Ju, 


who was ranked seventh in 
the worid last yean and Mexi- 
co’s Adriana Fernandez, who 
led for much of last year’s 
London race before finishing 
seventh, and went on to take 
second place in last year’s 
New York Marathon in 2: 26:32. 

Also in the frame is Nicole 
Carroll, a 27-year-old Queens- 
lander who took up running in 
preference to a promising ten- 
nis careen She had established 
herself in the same national 
junior squad as Pat Rafter 

Chepchumba, who made her 
mark in top class marathon 
running when she finished as 
runner-up to McColgan in Lon- 
don three years ago. added an- 
other major title last year when 



she won in Chicago. Married 
with a son, she lives in Ger- 
many, where her training part- 
ners indude Tfegla Loroupe, the 
Kenyan who established an all 
time women’s best of 2; 20:47 at 
last year’s Rotterdam mara- 
thon, where she was paced 
throughout by male runners. 

Many observers believed 
this broached the spirit of 
marathon running, and the 
London organisers have taken 
the lead in espousing the cause 
of women only races and there- 
by made the $125,000 (£75,000) 
bonus for a world best consid- 
erably easier to achieve. They 
have discounted the top il 
marks in the all-time women's 
list, because 10 of them were 
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Quotes Of 

THE WEEK 


I would have loved to have 
scored this one. It was rmp 
of the great goals of 
modern-day football. 
Diego Maradona on Ryan 
Giggs’ match-winner for 
Manchester United 
against Arsenal in the FA 
Cup semi-final. 


I am fine at Juventns. It 
does not bother me if some 
of my team-mates are 
better paid than me. I am 
already happy with what I 
have got 

Zinedine Zidane. 
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Feeble 

Essex 
fall to 
Lewis 


A MATCH with all the elements 
- rain, drama, heroics and even 
farce - of great entertainment 
The edges of seats were worn 
thin as Leicestershire pressed 
relentlessly towards what was 
a comprehensive victory yes- 
terday They did not even have 
to bat again. 

If the Essex bowling had 
been ineffectual, their betting 
was positively feeble. If it had 
not been for fast bowler Ashley 
Cowan showing his batting 
betters how to score runs their 
second-innings total would 
have been even more pathetic. 

There was no doubt as to 
where the respective sides had 
finished last season. And the top 
and bottom of things on this 
showing is that they could well 
repeat that this year 

Leicestershire were ruth- 
less. Chris Lewis, having led the 
way with his first-innings cen- 
tury, then came up trumps with 
the baQ. He made the initial 
breakthrough when the morn- 
ing was five overs old, having 
Paul Prichard leg before with 
one that kept low; since the 



□ 



By David Llewellyn 
at Chelmsford 

Essex 252 & 150 

Leicestershire -124 

Leics win by innings and 22 runs 

Essex opener had been 
dropped on two the evening be- 
fore and again when on seven 
yesterday justice was served. 

When Lewis found the edge 
of Ian Flanagan's bat there 
were resigned shrugs among 
the long-suffering supporters. 

Lewis had a hand in the 
fourth wicket to fall, a moment 
which bordered on pure farce, 
but ultimately epitomised the 
team-work and spirit of the de- 
fending champions. 

Stuart Law had fallen Vbw to 
the second ball of Jonathan 
Dakin’s first ow and on foe last 
ball Darren Robinson edged 
behind. Paul Nixon juggled fran- 
tically finally flipping the ball to 
first slip where Darren Maddy 
chased it before he knocked it 
up to Lewis who took foe sim- 
plest of catches, the second of 
six to foe slick slip cordon. 
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Leicestershire's Mike Kasprowicz bowls to the waiting Essex batsman Robert Rollins at Chelmsford yesterday 


And so the Essex luck ran 
out. No runs. No breaks. No 
application. Just a procession 
out and back in. Cowan had 
other ideas on his arrival after 
lunch and after a slow start 
began putting edge to ball and 
frustrating each bowler in turn. 
As his confidence increased so 


did foe area of bat he presented, 
so towards the end there were 
some genuine shots. 

That spirited resolve fos- 
tered hopes of a repeat of 
Cowan's heroics last season 
when he scored his career-best 
94 at Leicester He and Mark 
Ilott had added an annoying 39 


when Maddy took his third 
catch to dismiss foe left-hander 
leaving Cowan to salvage some- 
thing with the last man Peter 
Such, who was sporting a ban- 
dage on his badly bruised right 
hand, a legacy of Lewis's hard- 
hitting the day before. To 
heighten foe tension there were 


gathering clouds overhead. As 
things turned out Essex were 
beyond redemption. 

Such only had to negotiate 
two balls after which Cowan fell 
leg-before to Dakin having 
stuck it out for almost two 
hours in which time he had 
helped himself to half a dozen 


David Ashdown 

boundaries and a casually 
flicked six. 

There was one last huddle 
from Leicestershire then, as a 
shower - short-lived as it 
turned out - started to fall 
they trotted in with a maximum 
20 points. A champion start for 
foe defending champions. 


Only Langer will 
linger in memory 



Windows’ power game 
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JUSTIN LANGER began his 
visit to the West Indies earlier 
this year witha century against 
the host’s A side and finished 
it with a 100 in the final Tfest 
The contrast between Antigua 
and a frozen, rain washed 
Lord's earlier this week called 
for a cautious start to his 
county season, and he compiled 
a careful half-century on 
Wednesday. By yesterday, how- 
ever he had felt the pace of the 
pitch. 

This was his fifth three- 
figure score as a Middlesex 
mercenary; and it is a measure 
of his diligence that on all but 
one of those occasions foe Aus- 
tralian has progressed beyond 
150, twice passed 200. He is not 
a flashy player, but waits to de- 
liver a jack-hammer blow to the 


BY JOHN COLIJS 
at Lord's 

Middlesex 254 & 381-4 
Kent 286 

Match drawn 

half-volley and lazy short de- 
livery, or to sweep the mis- 
directed ball just backward of 
square. His sixes did not just 
dear the rope, they rattled the 
upper tiers of the gleaming 
stands. 

Kent win reflect that you 
amply cannot give a man of this 
class a second, let alone a third 
chance - though by the time of 
foe later error when foe sub- 
stitute fielder Martin McCague 
spilled a slip catch off Matthew 
Fleming, Langer was on 133 
and the game was dead as a 


contest. The first snick through 
diving fielders, however, came 
when Langer had added just a 
single to his overnight 14. 

Because all but 10 overs of 
the first day were lost it took 
until 4.40pm on Thursday for 
Kent to achieve parity with Mid- 
dlesex's modest 254. That might 
have been the time for Fleming 
in his first Championship match 
as Kent' s captain to declare. The 
adjustment to the points system 
this year however has an in- 
evitable drawback that balances 
the incentive it is designed to 
offer By giving four rather than 
three points for a draw, foe 
main intention is to stiffen the 
resolve of an underdog side, giv- 
ing them greater encourage- 
ment to deny victory. But foe 

commensurate reduction from 
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Langer: Double-century 

16 to 12 points for a win may 
stifle the impulse of both cap- 
tains to agree to a gamble in a 
balanced game. 

Last year Langer scored 
the season's first double- 
centwy. This year had made foe 
earliest in Championship his- 
tory The game may soon be for- 
gotten but memories of Langer 
will linger longer. 


A GAME that had looked Sur- 
rey's for the winning for much 
of the past three days died a wa- 
tery death in its final session 
yesterday as Gloucestershire's 
batsmen hung for an unlikely 
draw thanks to an undefeated 
98 from Matt Windows and a 
timely cloudburst 

Having bee.i set a notional 
target of 359 from a minimum 
of 84 overs, foe visitors could 
scarcely have made a worse 
start with both openers back in 
the pavilion inside three overs. 
But Window's’ eyecatching in- 
nings became foe focal point of 
some belated resistance and 
Surrey were left to rue a sharp 
chance missed by Jason Rat- 
cliff? when he had made just 33. 

Mark Butcher had reached 
his 13th first-class century off 
the second ball of the day 
before falling to a smart catch 
by Kim Barnett at square leg 
three balls laten providing Mike 
Smith with his fifth wicket of 


BY ADAM SZRETER 
at The Oval 

Surrey 342 & 229-7 dec 
Gloucestershire 213 & 209-5 
Match drawn 

Surrey's second innings and his 
ninth in the match. 

By now. though. Surrey were 
chasing quick runs, which 
came courtesy of Jon Batty 
and Gary Butcher, who shared 
the majority of the 73 in 10 overs 
that were added to Surrey’s 
overnight lead. 

Gloucestershire were soon in 
trouble when they replied, Bar- 
nett clipping a rising delivery 
from Alex Ttidor to second slip 
and Tim Hancock fending meek- 
ly at a straight one outside off- 
stump from Darren Bicknell to 
leave Gloucestershire on 7 for 2. 
Mark AUeyne and Dominic Hew- 
son then set about repairing 
the damage, adding an untrou- 
bled 50 together before Ian Sal- 


isbury was brought into the at- 
tack for the last over before 
lunch. Sadly foe sight of a baft 
dropped fractionally short 
proved too much for Hewson to 
resist and a promising innings 
ended leg before when he swung 
across foe line and missed. 

Windows emerged after the 
interval to join his captain and 
once the 26-year-old lost Al- 
leyne, who gave Bicknell his 
700th first-class wicket with 
the score at 94, he grew in con- 
fidence. playing attractively on 
both sides of the wicket. 

Mark Butcher gave himself 
a rare bowl and promptly 
removed Jeremy Snape with 
the benefit of a doubtful appeal 
for a catch behind, paving foe 
way for Jack Russell to keep 
Windows company. There was 
much work still to be done but 
when the heavens opened with 
20 overs still scheduled to be 
bowled it was much to Glouces- 
tershire’s relief 


CRICKET/23 

India 
swept 
aside by 
V Wasim 


India 125; P akistan 129-2 
Pakistan win bp eight wkts 

PAKISTAN EASILY took foe 
Coca-Cola Cup final in Sharjah 
yesterday. From the moment 
their captain Wasim Akram 
took two wickets in the first over 
India never looked like chal- 
lenging their fiercest rivals. 

The veteran fast bowler, who 
was running a temperature, 
dismissed the opener Sada- 
gopan Ramesh and the No 3 
Rahul Dravid. both leg-before 
and both for nought, with the 
third and fourth balls of the in- 
nings. 

Wasim returned to clean 
bowle foe tail-ender Ajit Agar- 
kar for 20 to end India's innings 
in foe 45fo oven He claimed 3 
for u off eight overs to secure 
the Man of foe Match award. 
His fast bowling partner Shoaib 
Akhtar took the Man of foe 
Series award. 

India never recovered from 
the double blow as Shoaib fol- 
lowed up with foe dismissal of 
Mohammed Azharuddin to a 
simple catch in foe slip by 
Azhar Mahmoud. 

Azhar added to India's mis- 
ery having Ajay Jadeja and 
pinch-hitter Javagal Srinath 
dismissed in successive overs 
as India sank to 46 for 4 by the 
19fo oven 

Only foe opener Saurav 
Ganguly looked remotely com- 
fortable against Pakistan’s pace 
attack, contributing 50 runs in 
96 balls, as India made a total 
mess of its decision to bat first 
on a bland pitch. 

The 125 total was never a 
challenge for foe confident 
Pakistan batsmen and Ijaz 
Ahmed and Inzamam-ul-Haq 
finished the final off in style, 
taking 18 off Ajit Agarkar, win- 
ning the game with 22 overs to 
spare. 

India won tens 

INDIA 

S Ramesh Ibw b Wasim 0 

S C Ganguly c Ybusuf b Arshad 50 

R R Drauid (tun b Wasim ...... .0 

"M Azharuddin c Azhnrb b Shoaib ....2 

A Jadeia c Saeed b Azhar 14 

J Srioarh c Moin b Azhar 3 

R R Singh run out 15 

TN Mongia run out 0 

A Q Agartuur b Wasim 20 

A Kumble run out 7 

B K V Prasad not out 1 

Extras |nW. w4) 13 

total (45 overs) __125 

Fbll: l-O. 2-0. 3-74. 4-46. 5-50. 6-82. 7- 
84. &-104. 9-122. 

BowHng: VUasim Akram 8-3-1 1-3 (nt>2): 
Shcuto Akhtar £-1-31-1 |nb41* Azhar 
Mahmocd 1 0-0-31-2 (w3): SaqLain Muslv- 
raq 7-0-20-0: Arstiad Khan 10-0-24- 1 
(nb3): Shahid Afrldi 2-O-B-0. 

PAKISTAN 

Saeed Anwar c and b Kumble 30 

Shanid AMdi c Ganguly b Kumt'e. ...24 

Ijaz Ahmed not out 21 

Inzamam-ul-Haq not out 40 

Extras (w5. nb9) 14 

total (for a, 28 over*) 139 

Fall: 1-53. 2-65 

Did not bat: Ycusuf Vbuhana. I Mom Khan. 
Azhar Mahmocd. ’Wasim Akram. Saqlain 
Mushraq. Arshad Khan. Shoaib Akhtar. 
Bowling: Srinath 8-0-31-0: Prasad 
b-0-1 7-0: Agarkar 5-0-52-0; Humble 
9-1-29-2. 

Umpires: D B Hair (Aus) and K T Pran- 
as (Sri Lankai 
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WARWICKSHIRE HAVE built 
their success around players of 
all-round talent and will do so 
again this year, when what foe 
lower-middle order does will 
often be significant In that 
respect this match augurs welL 
After Dougie Brown’s blossom- 
ing with foe bat Graeme Welch 
yesterday announced a return 
to form with the ball 

On another day disrupted by 
the weather; Welch bowled 14 
overs either side of lunch to re- 
turn 5 for 47 as the visitors lost 
six wickets in 43 overs. 

The 27-year-old right-arm er 
jjiad not taken five in an innings 
since August 1997, when he 
took 11 Lancashire wickets at 
Blackpool, the best match 
return of his careen Since then 
be has been troubled by an 
Achilles injury and endured a 
season of limited opportuni- 
ties under the former captain, 
Brian Lara. “My confidence 
suffered and I did not bowl 
well'’ Welch said. "Brian 
tended to prefer Dougie 
(Brown) and Ed (G id dins). 

“I tended to bowl outswing 


By JON CULLEY 
at Edgbaston 

Warwickshire 323 
Northamptonshire 167-6 

and I've tried to develop an in- 
swinger to give the batsmen 
more to think about.” 

After Warwickshire added 23 
to their overnight score - 
Brown’s 325-minute innings of 
20 fours ending on 142 - 
Northamptonshire started pur- 
posefully, Matthew Hayden's 
first five scoring strokes raring 
to foe fence. 

But after Welch struck his 
first blow, Rob Bailey snicking 
a catch to first slip, this early 
promise was undennined. Hay- 
den cut into gully’s bands, Mai 
Loye edged a full drive and 42 
for l became 66 for 3. Russell j 
Warren and David Sales made 
good progress, but then Warren 
played around the Welch in- 
swinger and Tony Penberthy 
was bowled. When Giddinshad 
Graeme Swann caught at third 
slip, the visitors were still 20 
short of the follow-on. 




Help for Sri Lanka 


SRI LANKA have recruited a 
Pakistani psychologist to help 

rt.iL. no Am- iho 


jSwbridCup. The chief executive 
- r ' officer of the Sri Lankan Cricket 


£’< ^restore their confidence for the 
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.'.-■pi Board, Dhanunika Ranatunga, 
> said setbacks at recent tour- 

- ^ naments and last month’s 

management crisis have seri- 
j ously affected team morale and 

: ■ - fresh motivation is needed. 

Adam Dale, the Australian- 
■*'■ ■■ medmm-pacec insists that be 

will be fit to play in next month's 
" ‘ ' ' ?,! i'jo 1 V Wd Cup. Dale arrived home 

***%*$+■ 


in Brisbane from the Caribbean 
yesterday after pneumonia 
forced him out of the one-day 
series against the West Indies. 

The Queensland seamer’s 


hopes of regaining the World 
Cup, with Dale’s nagging style 
providing the foil for Glenn 
McGrath. 

“It’s getting better and over 
foe last week there’s been a lot 
of improvement so Tm defi- 
nitely on the mend" he said- 


PPP healthcare County 
Championship 

Warwickshire w Northamptonshire 

EDGBASTON (Day 3 of 4J; NorUumpeoftshlre are trail- 
ing Warwickshire by 756 runs with 4 first -innings wick- 
ets In hand 

Kuwjctrhie: tv*. 

WARWICKSHIRE — First Innings Overnight 300-9 (Hemp 
64. Malcolm 6-116) 

First Innings Cored 

Rons 6s 4s Bis Min 

D R Brown t ti b Iiylor 142 0 20 254 328 

E S H Giddins not out 10 0 ? 15 56 

Extras (tb7) 7 

total (112.1 overs) 323 

FbBi 1-0.2-38. 3-S9.4-13e.S-150.6-16::. 7-241. 6-293.9-265 
Bowling: D E Malcolm 29-3-116-6. J P Taylor 33.1-1 1-70- 
3. 0 P Swann 18-7-43-1 . D Follett 76-2-55-0. A L Penbenhy 
14-7-32-0. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE — First Innings 

Runs 6s 4s Bis Min 

R I Bofley c lAtagh t> Welch 14 O 1 29 m 

*M L Hayden c Brown b Welch. . . . 29 0 6 46 53 


.14 

0 

1 

29 

*u 

29 

0 

6 

46 

53 

6 

0 

0 

23 

40 

-41 

0 

7 

74 

150 

.49 

0 

10 

78 

188 

. .5 

0 

0 

14 

16 

.. 8 

0 

1 

13 

18 

...3 

..12 

167 

0 

0 

11 

re 


R J Wanen Ibw b Welch 

D J G Sales not out 

A L Penberthy h Welch 

G P Swann c Munten b Giddins 

tD Ripley not out 

Extras (toe nb4| 


Fall: 1-42. 2-49. 3-66. 4-1 19. 5-133. 6-153. 
to Bat: J P Taylor. D Follett. D E Malcolm. 

Bowling: E S H (addins 14-4-41-1. T A Munron 15.4-2-62- 
0. G Welch 7 6-5-47-5. O R Brown 2-0-9-O. 

Umpires: M J Kitchen and ACT Whitehead. 

Durham u Worcestershire 

RIVERSIDE (Day * of 4): Worcestershire we trailing 
Durban* by 17 rans with 3 second-innings wtckecs In hand 

bii tudi win 'o?: 

WORCS — First Innings 1S2 (Lealherdale 85. Brown 6-25) 
DURHAM — RT5t innings Osendglit 153-* (Morris 55. Lewis 
52) 

First Innings Cantd 

Runs 6s 4s Bis Min 

*D C Boon c 5olankl b de la Peru . . S4 0 9 95 1 82 

P D CoHingwood (fib Sherlyar 56 1 5 103 189 

tM P Speight not out 34 2 2 22 38 

M M Betts not out 19 0 3 21 24 

Extras (Ib5 nb4) 9 

total (Tor 6 dec, 78 Overs) 303 

Fall: 1-5. 2-96. 3-138, 4-138. 5-240. 6-260 
DM Not Bat: J Wood. S i E Brown. 5 J Harmison 
Bowling: A Shenyar 1 8-2-69-2. J M de la Pena 22-5- 1 06-2. 
D A Leatherdale 7 -0-2-0. C 0 Uptrot 5-0-32-0. R K Illingworth 
16-343-1,5 R LampHT 13-6-30-1. V S Solanki 3-1-10-0. 
WORCESTERSHIRE — Second Innings 

Runs 6s 4s Bb Min 

W P C Weston b Brown 0 0 0 7 8 

P R Pollard Ibw b Berts 4 0 0 26 44 

V 5 SolanW b Harmison XI 0 5 67 71 

D A Learherdaie c Wood b Wood 8 0 2 24 38 

E 7 Wilson nor our SS 0 6 1 14 160 

MS J Rhodes i Lewis b Wood 0 0 0 4 2 

S R Lampkr c Betts b Harmison. ..15 0 2 41 39 

R K Uitagwarut c Betts b HarrrUson 13 0 0 37 75 

A Sheriyar not our 1 0 0 5 1 36 

Extras (tol nblO) 1 1 

total (for 7. 56 ove r s ) 134 

Alt 1-0. 2-12. 3-40. 4-40. 5-40. 6-68. 7-106 
to Bat: C G Liprrot. J M de la Pena. 

Bowling: SJ E Brown 17-5-37-1. MM Berts 12-6-22-1. JWuoa 
8-1-32-2. 5 J Harmison 17-4-37-3. M AGougn 2-1-5-0. 
Umpires: J C Balderstone and G l Burgess 


6 174 160 
0 4 2 

2 47 39 

Q 37 75 
0 51 36 


Essex v Leicestershire 

CHELMSFORD (Day 4 or 4): Leicestershire (2 Opts) beat 
Essex (4pts) by an Innings and 22 runs 

ESSEX — First Innings 252 fPr.cha.a 91) 

LE7CS — Plr« Innings 424 iLewis ' 39 Ni«on 1 2 1 li am 4- 
59) 

ESSEX — Second Innings Overnight 2-0 
Second Innings Coned 

Rims 6s 4s Bis Min 


P J Prichjr.3 low b Likwis 

. .7 

0 

1 

17 

37 

D 0 J (Wjibm* Lewis 6 Daswi . . 

.. 23 

o 

4 

55 

97 

1 N Flanagan c Smith b Lewi; ... . 

..8 

0 

0 

26 

37 

S G Law Ihw b Pafcm 

. . 0 

0 

'} 

5 

14 

■R C Irani ■: Maddy b Ka-.prowicz . 

... 16 

0 


40 

35 

A P Grayson Lewis b Ormond .. . . 

.. .1 

0 

0 

3 

10 

S D Petei> ■. fJi-on b Kasprowicz . 

.... 6 

0 

i 

23 

37 

1ft J Rollins < Maddy b Lewis.. .. 

70 

0 

4 

57 

73 

A P Cowan ibw 6 Dakin 

...46 

1 

6 

88 

113 

M C Hon c Maddy b Kjspiowicz. 

. 14 

0 

1 

27 

48 


P M Such not our 0 0 0 2 1 

Extras | It* i u2 r>b6t 9 

total (57.1 oxers | 150 

Fall: l-h 31 3-41 5-47. 6-6*. 7-65. 8-11 I 9-150 

Bowling: M 5 kasprowh-z 19-9-39-3. C C Lewis 15-5-49-3. 
J Ormond Ui-i-26-1 J M Dakin 10 1-2-23-3. M T Brimson 
3-1-12-0 

Umpires: P Julia" and P Palmer 


OLD TRAfFORD (Day 4 of 4): Lancashire (TOptS) drew 

with Sussex | llpts) 





SUSSEX — Rm Innings Overnight 28S-S IfVWcc 77 Mont- 

gomene 62 1 

First Innings Contd 

Runs 6s 

4S 

Bb 

Min 

R K Rao c Heg£ t> Martin 

.13 0 

1 

SO 

119 

R 1 KuHcy nol oul 

30 0 

3 

73 

v-j 

R S C M.ir1in-Jt-nkms Ibw b Chappie 

. .1 0 

0 

2 

4i 

IS Humphim Ibw b M.n Ur 

. .O 0 

0 

1 1 

12 

USA Rashid nor out 

22 0 

i 

38 

35 

Extras (6? I&5 w2 nb20l 

43 




total (for 8 dec. overt) 

..351 



1 

Fall: 1*1 36. 2-174. 3-20&. 4-233. 5-279. 6-302 

7-303.8-309 

Did Not Bat: m A Robinson. 





I Bowling: P 1 M.i«iin 31-7-62-3. G Chappie 30-8-73-2 

M P 

Smelhuisl .11 t-/-'. M Wackmson 17-5-42*1 

£ P ScfwfieJd [ 

19 i,. 1-96-1 

LANCASHIRE — Hrst Innings 

Runs 6s 

4S 

Bis 

Min 

N WhctJ i Adams 6 Ri.*in»n . .. 

22 0 

0 

47 

61 

M Ovlton t MonfNOnvne b kirtley. 

...87 1 

12 

1*2 

193 

"J V Crawley 6 Pobmson 

0 0 

0 

12 

12 

P C McKrunn Ibw b Rotnnson . .. 

10 0 

0 

23 

30 

u Ci Lloyd >. Moni^-ameiie B Rash 

.. 46 0 

■» 

66 

96 

M Wjikmion r Monigomene b Rashid... 0 0 

0 

% 

1 

IW K Hcfg c Rao b Rashid 

14 0 

2 

24 

15 

i" f- > hof'elrt ibw 6 Robinson 

35 \ 

4 

35 

38 

G Ovipp'r not 

33 1 

3 

51 

54 

p 1 Martin not oul 

30 0 

5 

20 

30 

Extras ibS IU4 w2 nh 10) 

....24 




total (for 8 dec. 69.3 overs] ...... 

.301 




Fall: 1-43. ? ?> 3-d 1. 4-181 5-183. 6- 188. 7-2 

5. 8-244 

Did Not Bat: M P Smrt hurst 





Bowling: R J Kirtley 20-5-70-1. R 5 C Marlln-Jenhins 15-0- ! 

6 i-0 . M A Robm^cn T5-0-6-'-A. U B A R<>^ic 

ie 

3-4-00-3. 

RKRajl 0-4-0 





Umpires: N A MjNcndri .mo 0 5hat£. 




Middlesex v Kent 




j 


LORD'S (Day 4 of 4): Middlesex (lOptt) drew with Kens ' 

fiopel | 

MIDDLESEX — First Innings 254 iNjih 62no. Lungei 55 j 
Thorn tnon 4-6!) ’ ! 


KENT — First Innings 286 l«ey 86. Symonds 69. Hewitt 5-50) 
MIDDLESEX — Second Innings Overnight 29-1 
Second Innings Contd 

Runs 6s 4s Bis Min 

J L Langer nor our 741 3 30 276 345 

J P Hewitt •: Sub b S /mends 25 0 I 58 121 

"M R Ramp'jtjsh b Headley 8 O I 24 27 

0 A 5hat> b Parei 46 2 6 53 66 

p N Wcekes no: out 33 0 6 79 85 

Extras jb4 ft.4 v»2 nbJO) 20 

Total (for 4. 92.1 overs) — — 381 

Fail: 1-24. 2-122. 3-158. 4-246. 

Did Not Bat: M A Rose berry. >D t_ Nash. 5 J Cook. P L John- 
son. P C R Tufnell 

Bowling: D W Headley 15-2-45-1. J B Thompson 10-3-21- 
0. M M Patel 31-2-1 30- j. M V Fleming 1 5-3-44-0. A Symonds 
ie-l-116-l. M J Walker 2 1-0-14-0. E T Smith 10-3-0 
umpires: J H Hams and A Clarkson. 

Surrey v Gloucestershire 

THE FOSTER'S OVAL (Day 4 of 4): Surrey (llpts) drew 
with Gloucestershire (9ptsJ 

SURREY — First Innings 342 fWjrd 78. M A Butcher 68. 
Sm>rn 4-931 

GLOUCS — First Innings 213 (Hancock 53. Salisbury 5-44) 
SURREY — Second Innings Overnight 1 56-5 (Smith 4-23J 
Second Innings Coned 

Runs 6s 4s Bb Min 

•M A Sutchei c Bainerr b Smell. . IOI O 17 143 187 

IJ N Barry not out 39 0 6 53 63 

G P Butcher Ibw b AUeyne 27 0 4 21 32 

A J Tudor not our 9 10 3 2 

Extras (b9 Ibl) 10 

Total (for 7 flat, 58 overs) ...219 

Fall: 1-1. 2-32. 3-1 1 I. 4-1 |4 5-133. 6-160. 7-215. 

Did Not Bat: I D K Salisbury. M P Bicknell. 

Bowling: A M Smith 17-3-42-5. J Lewis 12-2-56-1. M W 
AUeyne 1 2-2-50-1. M C J Bail 13-1-47-0.7 N Snape 4-0-24- 
0 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE — Second Innings 

Runs 6s 4s BIS Min 

r. j Barnett c Browr. b Tudoi . . .. 1 0 0 5 6 

THC Hancock c M A Butcher b BiOne!l2 0 0 8 12 

D P Hewson Ibw 5 Salisbury 26 1 3 41 61 

MW AUeyne c3atr/B Bicknell 34 0 4 73 95 

MGN Windows not our 98 0 15 148 184 

J N Srupc c Barry b M A Butcher 18 0 4 56 70 

IP C Russell not out 20 0 2 60 70 

Extras (Ib2 nb6) 10 j 

local (for 5, 64.3 overs) 

Fall: l-l. 2-7. 3-57. 4-?4. 5-144. 

Did Not Bat: 1 ; Harvey. M C J Ball. J Lewis. A M Smith. 
Bowling: M P 3iCkneil 14-2-46-2. A J Tudor 13-1-54-1. G P 
Sure hr 1 4-0-22-0. B C Holliwke 8.3-2-26-0. I D K Salisbury 

1 ?-7- 30- 1. M A Butcher 6*2*27.1. 

Umpires: B Budlesrcn and J F Steele. 

Other matches 

Cambridge llniuersity v Somerset 

FENNER’S (Day 2 of 3): Somerset ate leading Cambridge 
University by 1 47 runs with 9 second -Innings wickets 
in hand 


SOMERSET — First Innings 338-1 dec. (Bowler I40no. 

Cor. 1 3 C- 1 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY — First brings Overnight 13-1 
First Innings Contd 

Runs 6s 4s Bis Min 

I Mnnammed c Turner b kerr ... 110 0 16 195 244 

KDM Walker c Turner b Pierwn 31 0 5 152 193 

■uJ Hughes nor Out 55 0 7 72 112 

J P Pyemont Ibw D Bums 28 0 6 46 50 

A R Danson nut out 9 0 1 la 12 

Extras (b5 ib3 w6l 14 

Total (for 4 dec, 81 overs) _ — 247 

Foti: 1-0. 2-107, 3-157. 4-230. 


Did Not Bac: G R Lovendge. R G Haisail. tM J Birhs. C R 
Pimloti. C A Sayers. 

Bowling: P W Jareis 9 3-4-20-1. M Bulbed 15-1-63-0, J Co* 
7.3-1-36-0. G D Rose 13-6-21-0. ARK Pierson 20-8-35-1. 
J I D Kerr 11-3-45-1. M Bums 5-1-19-1 

SOMERSET — Second Innings 

Runs Gs 4s Bis Min 

P C L Holloway not out 11 0 0 54 59 

M E Trescottmk Ibw b Halsall 26 0 4 26 34 

M Bums not out 5 0 1 16 21 

Extras (b8| B 

total (for 1, 16 overs) 56 

F*IL 1-36. 

to Bat: "J Cox. P D Bowler. J I D Ken. tP J Turner. G 0 Rose. 
M Bulbeck. ARK Pierson. P W Jarvis. 

Bow Bn g: C R Plmloct 6-1-13-0. R G H.Hsall 7-0-34-1. C A 
Sayers 1-0- 7-0 

Umpires A A Jones and N G Cowley. 

Oxford University w Hampshire 

THE PARKS (Day 3 or 3): Oxford University drew with 
Hampshire 

KlSWl.r-f ta-Tl CC13 

HAMPSHIRE — Hrst Innings 397-5 dec. (Stephenson 1 36. 
Aymes 69. Kenway 56no) 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY — First Innings Overnight 1 1 5-7 
Brst Innings Contd 


Russ 6s 

4s 

BIS 

UUa 

45 0 

5 

116 

164 

42 0 

6 

96 

140 

18 1 

2 

33 

33 

4 0 

19 

...191 

1 

15 

28 


T C Hicks c Aymes b Mascarenhas 

S H Khan c Aymes b Moms 

D P Mather not out 

Extras (Ibl7 w2| 


Fall: 1-23. 2-36. 3-36. 4*56. 5-61. 6-70. 7-9S 5-163. 5-167 
Bowling: s lugsden 13-5-31-0. A C Morns 20-7-30-4. S J 
Renshaw 11-5-13-1. A D Mascaiennas 14-5-38-2. S D ‘Jdal 
18-7-36-2. G W White I -0-7-0. J P Stephenson 7-3-19-1. 

HAMPSHIRE — Second Innings 

Runs 6s 4s Bis Min 

G W White not out 39 0 6 70 1^2 

A C Morris nor our 58 0 12 55 142 

Extras 0 

total (for 0 dee. 20.5 overt) 97 

Did Not Bat: J P Stephenson. W S Kendall. *R A Smith. :A 
N Aymes. D A Kenway. A D Mascarenhas. S D Udal. S J Rer»- 
snaw. s Lugsden. 

Bowling: D Kino 10-2*50-0. S H Khan 7-2-21-0, T t HlcK 
3.5-0-24-0. 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY — Second Innings 

Runs 6s 4s Bis Min 

N G Pinhi ibw o Mascarenhas 19 0 2 39 49 

I H Louw t Aymes b Rensnaw .... 4 0 0 26 30 

D J Eadie b Mascarenhas . 4 0 1 li io 

B W Byrne not out 0 0 0 10 ) 4 

•J A Claughton not out 3 0 0 10 7 

Extras 0 

total (for 3. 16 overs) 30 

Fall: 1-17. 2-24. 3-27. 

Did Not Bat: JAG Fulton. tJ P B Barnes. D Kino. T C Hicks. 
S H Khan. D P Mather. 

Bowling: S J Renshaw 6-3-12-1. J P Stephenson 5-0-11-0, 
A D Mascarenhas 3-1-2-2. S D Udal 2 -0-5-0. 

Umpires: T E Jesry and J W Uoyds. 


Today’s fixtures {IT 00 unless stated] 

PPP HEALTHCARE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP iday 4 of 
4| Edgbaston: Warwickshire v Northamptonshire 
CGU NCL - DIVISION ONE (1 day I 
Lei c ester: Leicestershire Femes v Hampshlie Hawks (13.30) 
OTHER MATCH {day 3 of 3) Fenners: Cambridge Uni- 
versity v Somerset (11.30]. 
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Tigers tune in to Saracens’ TV misery 



Richards: Hit by injuries 


GIVEN THE number of casual- 
ties they have suffered this 
season it would not be unrea- 
sonable to list the Leicester 
Tigers as an endangered 
species. The injuries have pro- 
liferated in particular in the 
threequarters, cutting deep into 
the creative core of the side. 

Will Greenwood and Joel 
Stransky are the most notable 
absentees, but over the months 
they have been deprived of the 
services of Nnamdi Ezulike, 
Leon Lloyd and, for various 
reasons, Austin Healey. As the 
team manager. Dean Richards, 
explained, after breaking off 
from preparations for today’s 
Allied Dunbar Premiership 


Humphreys 
out to impress 


HAVING SPENT the past seven 
w ffpfei hanging his h ftari agains t 

brick walls and battling to con- 
tain his frustration, the Cardiff 
and Wales hooker Jonathan 
Humphreys is back in business. 

Humphreys underwent 
surgery on his back after acute 
pain meant his withdrawal 
from the Five Nations' Cham- 
pionship game a gains t Ireland, 
but has fought to put himself 
hark- m the international frame. 

There can be no better stage 
on which to impress your na- 
tional coach - Graham Henry in 
this case - than a Swalec Cup 
semi-final tie against the 10- 
times winners, Llanelli, just 
before Henry names his squad 
to tour Argentina. 

The two teams lock horns 
todqy at Brewery Field, Bridg- 
end, while tomorrow at Ponty- 
pridd, Swansea, fellow rebels 
and city slickers, meet Cross 
Keys of the First Division. 

So what price an all-rebel 
final? Humphreys believes 
Cardiff can prevent Llanelli 
from reaching a 14th final. 
“Firstly, I am glad to be back 
after what seems to have been 
an eternity. Secondly I can 
think of no better way to prove 
myself than playing in a Cup 
final, " he said. 


BY ROBERT COLE 


Surprisingly Llanelli have 
omitted the Welsh lock Chris 
Wyatt, but Scott Quinn ell, who 
played a si gnifican t part in 
Wales' victory over England at 
Wembley last Sunday, is named 
at No 8. 

However Colin Charvis, the 
Swansea and Wales flanker, 
will miss his side's game 
against Cross Keys after suf- 
fering a fractured cheekbone in 
the tackle from Tim Rodber 
that, indirectly, led to the 
winning try from Scott Gibbs. 

Gibbs definitely plays, as 
does Garin Jenkins, but Arwel 
Thomas and Darren Morris 
are both struggling to be fit 

Keys’ coach, David Rees, 
said, “The boys have been play- 
ing weD this season and we will 
certainly give it our best shot" 

Cardiff (v Llanelli, coda* 530. Bridg- 
end): M Rayer: S Hill. L Dairies. G Thomas. 
C Morgan; L lands. R Howriey. S John. J 
Humphreys. D Young leapt). J Talt. D Jones, 
G KacaLa. E tends. D Baugh. 

Uanedf: B Hayward W Proctor, N Boobyer. 
N Oavies. S Rnau; S Jones. R Moon: P Booth. 
R McSryde leapt). J Davies. V Cooper. M 
VOyte. H Jenkins. S Qulnnell. I Boobyer 
Crass Km (v Swansea, tomorrow, 
230. Porxypridd): I J Vtrtvtfl, S feed 
leapt). C Bushell. R Nichols: D Rees. C Elite 
I Evans. L Gardner. 0 Crimmlns. N Kelly. M 
Price. J Powell. P Watkins. S Gardner. 
Swansea: D Weathertey: R Rees. M Taylor. 

S Gibbs leapt). M Robinson; A Thomas or 
L Davies. R Jones: D Morris or C Loader. G 
Jenkins. B Evans. T Maullla A Moore. P 
Mortarty. L Jones. D Thomas. 


RUGBY UNION 


By David Llewellyn 

match against Saracens at 
Welford Road, “It's been a 
nightmare for us. We have suf- 
fered so much disruption in the 
threequarters as a result that 
we have been swapping and 
switching players from week to 
week, which has not helped us 
atalL" 

Leicester's position at the 
top of the Premiership table is 
all the more worthy, then, and 
owes as much to the strength 
in depth of their squad as it 
does to their powerful pack. 
Inevitably there have been 


charges of Leicester eschew- 
ing the wide game and re- 
maining forward-orientated, 
but Richards rebuts the sug- 
gestion. 

“We are not that boring a 
side,” he said. "We have a pow- 
erful paek and so we may as well 
use it, but we are still top of the 
try-scoring list We have scored 
68 tries to Saracens' 67 in the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership." 

Even if some of those scores 
have come from line-outs and 
pushovers. Richards has a pomL 
When they are firing, the Tigers 
can strike from any position. 

That the match is to be tele- 
vised by Sky is not welcome 
news to Saracens. Mark Evans 


their (free tor of rugby admitted: 
“We do not perform well for the 
cameras." That is something of 
an understatement. Being 
telegenic does not come into it: 
of the five games in which they 
have been followed by the cam- 
eras the north London club 
has lost four. 

Not that Leicester will take 
any notice. Richards said: “We 
have lost two out of the last 
three matches against them 
and the third one was a draw, 
so out of a possible six points 
we have managed just one. 
That is disappointing. So 
tomorrow's match means a 
hell of a lot to us." 

Sanies, meanwhile, are not 


overawed at the prospect of vis- 
iting the Tigers’ den. 

“We have a realistic chance 
of winning at Welford Road,” 
Evans said. “It is a tough sea- 
son for eveiyone. We are tired, 
but so are they. We have had a 
few injuries, so have they.” 

With a tightly packed group 
chasing hard to get into Europe 
injuries could decide the fate of 
the few and in the light of that 
one of the most midal blows to 
Saracens' hopes is the loss of 
Paul waitece, who needs an op- 
eration on a grom condiifon and 
is out for the rest of the season. 

Newcastle are at the back of 
the pack and have to wait until 
tomorrow, when they tackle 


ssssskk xssssas 

Andrew, their ^ ^ troubled by ahamstrmg 

problem, while the Exiles will 
be without scrum-half Kevin 
putt (Achilles tendon) and 
Justin Bishop (ankle). 

Harlequins take Withe bot- 
tom chib, Bedford, with their 
brilliant goal-kicker," John 
Schuster; certain to pass 300 
points for the season and with 
a total of seven more matches, 
including today’s at Use Stoop, 
he could hit 400. 

His current total of 296 is a 
Premi ership record and took 
the former All Black and cur- 
rent Western Samoan a mere 
19 matches to compile. 


is another confident man. 

are seventh, but I don t 
think Harlequins and Rich- 
mond, in eighth and ninth, can 
do enough to climb into the top 

six," he said “But I relieve we 

can hoist ourselves that one 
crucial place higher; so to me 
it looks like five teams com- 
peting for the four places be- 
tween third and sixth, Sven that 
the top two are already there." 
Two more sides who are 


are Bath, in third place and be- 
ginning to motor again after a 
mid-season hiccup or two, and 
London Irish, in fourth. They 



MICK DOOHAN. motorcycling’s five times world 
500cc champion, banks his NSR Honda in qual- 
ifying practice for tomorrow’s Malaysian 
Grand Prix at the newly built Sepang circuit. 
The Australian’s challenge to retain his title 
for the six successive season began badly yes- 


terday as he crashed on the first corner: 
Kenny Roberts Jnr, ridin g a Suzuki, and Car- 
los Checa, on a Yamaha, also fell off the ir hik es, 
the Spaniard crashing after his factory YZR50Q 
burst into flames. His team-mate. Max Biaggi, 
finished second, behind the American John 


Kocinski, whose time of 2min &848sec on a 
Honda at the 3.47-mile circuit does not guar- 
antee him a place in the front row for the open- 
ing race of the GP season. The qualifying round 
to determine pole position win be held today 
Times: Digest; page 25; Vincent Thian/PA 


Elite set 
for first 
play-offs 


SLOUGH AND Cannock, who 
both won their leagues with 
points to spare, compete for the 
formal title of champions at the 
inaugural Premier League 
pfey-offs at Reading HC this 
weekend. But the more impor- 
tant prize is a place in Europe 
next year, writes Bill ColwQL 
With the object of the play- 
offs to provide a pressurised 


the weekend’s cost win be met 
largely from Lottery funding 
and a feast of high-class hockey 
is expected. 

Today’s programme starts 
with ihA teams having finished 
third and fourth in the leagues 
- Hi gh Tbwn taka on Clifton 
Scottish Life and, for the men, 
flMiiing are up against Can- 
terbury. That is followed by the 
first and second teams, Slough 
against Ipswich and Cannock 
against Southgate.' 

Tomorrow will _ see the 
winners of the third/fourth 
games playing the losers of 
the first/second games, with the 
play-off finals being held at 
Milton Keynes on Monday 3 
May. 
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THE INDEPENDENT Champagne Breaks 


The Independent/Independent on Sunday have joined forces with SeaFrance European Life to offer 
you excellent discounts on holidays to Champagne. From just £49 per person you can take a break in 
the heart of the Champagne region, inclusive of return ferry crossing, two nights’ accommodation and 
a complimentary bottle of champagne on your arrival. 


WHAT YOUR CHAMPAGNE BREAK INCLUDES 

Travel with SeaFrance from Dover to Calais on any one of the 15 daily 
crossings and start your holiday to France the moment you step on board. 
Once in the famous Champagne region you can visit the major champagne 
cellars such as Mercier and Moet, where guided tours give you an insight 
into the whole magical champagne production process. While you are there, 
you can make excellent savings by stocking up on as much champagne as 
you can carry for your own celebrations at home. With its expertise in tailor- 
making self-drive holidays to France, SeaFrance European Life has specially 
selected four hotels for this exclusive offer; ranging from two to four stars. 


PARTICIPATING HOTELS 


TO BOOK YOUR CHAMPAGNE BREAK 

Simply call SeaFrance European Life on 0870 242 4455, quoting The 
Independent Champagne Offer: lb qualify for your offer you must collect four 
of the ten tokens printed in The Independent and The Independent on Sun- 
day from Friday 9 April to Sunday 18 April (inclusive). At least one of the 
tokens must be from The Independent on Sunday. Then, to validate your offer 
after booking, send your tokens with the completed application form to The 
Independent Champagne Offer, SeaFrance European Life, 10 Berry Street, 
Leeds, LS18 4AW. Please note that all bookings must be made between 10 
April and 30 April 1999 (inclusive). 



Epernay, 

Le Thibault IV 

★★ 

Situated 20km south of Epei> 
nay on the Champagne! 

Route in the heart of the I 
Champagne region, Le 1 
Thibault offers a good stan- 
dard of accommodation, with 
reasonably sized rooms and 

en suite bathrooms. The 
hotel's restaurant is well 
known across the' Cham-; 
pagne area, serving both 

gastronomic menus and champagne dinn ers The hotel can 
arrange a free visit to local wine-cellars and, although this does 
not indude wine-tasting, we’re sure that it will be an insight 
into the Champagne world! 



Epernav; 
Hosteller ie de la 
Reine Blanche 


BASED ON A IN A CAR ~ OCCUPYING 2 ROOMS 



The village of Vertus lies 30km 
south of Epernay on the Cham- 
pagne Route in the heart of the 
C h a m pagne region. The charm 
and warmth offered by the 
Hostellerie de la Reine 
Blanche is quite typical of the 
hotels in this region. The hotel 
has a s wimming -pool, sauna 
and fitness room and the bed- 
rooms are large and sumptuously decorated, with en suite bath- 
rooms. Hie Hostellerie also boasts wine-cellars holding 
vintages dating back to 1929 to accompany its restaurant's fine 
gastronomic cuisine. 

Reims, L’Assiette 
Champenoise 
irk-irk 



Destination and.hptel name 


Epernay 

Tiroyes 

Epernay 

Reims 


Le Thibault IV 
Foret d'Orient 
La Reine Blanche 
Ass jet te Champenoise 


10/04-30/04 

2 nts Ex nt 


49 

69 

79 

89 


27 

28 

37 

38 


PV05 : 27/05 : 28/05-31 /08 iOI /09-3 1 AG V 

"t i 2 nts Ex nt I nte Ex nt 


59 

79 

89 

99 


28 

29 

38 

42 


69 

89 

99 

109 


29 

31 

40 

44 


59 

79 

89 

99 


28 

29 

38 

42 


BASED ON 2 IN A CAR - OCCUPYING 1 ROOM 


Troyes, 

Foret d’Orient 

Beautiful natural setting, in 
tbe heart of the Champagne 
region, between two lakes for 
water sports and on an 18- 
hole golf course, 15km from 
medieval Troyes and 100km 
from the Epernay cham- 
pagne cellars. Relax around 
the heated pool enjoy a 

round of golf or archery (both 

playable locally), or exercise in the free fitness room. The gen- free use of the sauna. A gastronomic experience at the popu- ! 

erous-sized roams offer satellite TV telephone and lovely hath- :=■ ■ 

rooms with separate w.c. The restaurant hasapoolside terrace 
offering good-value menus. Fbrnily rooms available. 


Destination and. hotel name 

Epernay Le Thibauit IV 
ForSt d’Orient 
La Reine Blanche 
Assiette. Champenoise 


Reims 


10/Q4 -3 0/04 

2 nts Ex nt 

27 

28 

37 

38 


59 

79 

89 

99 


Located just 2km from the cen- 
tre of Reims, with its magnifi- 
cent Gothic cathedral and 
famous champagne cellars. Set 
to large grounds, this exquisite 
hotel offers excellent facilities 
and a high level of comfort in 
relaxing surroundings. In ad- 
dition to the heated indoor 
swimming-pool, guests have 

free use of the sauna. Agastronuimi; expenvoce at me popu- 
lar restaurant is certainly not to be missed. All bedrooms have 
satellite TV and mini-bar Buffet breakfast and private outdoor 
parking. 



: PVP5-27/05j 28/05-31/08 : 01/09-31/1 0- J 

S L ;2 nts'-Ei' ' 

..89 .29 199 31 : 89 f 

.99 .33 J 109 40 r 99 “'io'-TV 

...IP® 42 1 19 44 109 “42 ~ 


AH prices shown are per Persoa acd'm pounds^r 



The Independent Champagne Offer 0870 242 4455 

Mon-Thurs 9am-8pm, Fri-Sac 9am-5.30pm, Sun 1 1am-4pm 
For further information on SeaFrance European Life, you can email them or visit their website. 
d@frerichif.demon.co.uk www.europeanlife.co.uk 


I Postcode Booking Ref: No. 


SEND TO; The independent Champagne Offer, 

SeaRanca European Ufa, 10 Kany Street, Leeds, LSI 8 4AW 


Threw and Con d itio n s: 


Token 



INDEPFwncM-r 


at time of 
motion. 5. No 


een 28 May 1989 and 26 September 1999. X Alternative hotels 
to avatobiJity. 4. ms offer may not be used in conjunction j* "ffated 

tokens 6. Promoter: SeaFrance European Ufe. 1 wth an V «her pro- 
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Bulls’ coach 


promises a 


potent mix 


BRADFORD PRODUCED their 
best form of the year so for 
when they demolished them in 
the Challenge Cup. so it will 
come as no reassurance to 
Warrington tomorrow that the 
Bulls have five key players 
back on duty for the pick of this 
weekend's Super League fix- 
tures. 

Henry Paul - due to fly out 
with brother Robbie for New 
Zealand's Test in Sydney after 
the game - Michael withers. 
Tevita Vaikona. Stuart Spruce 
and Mike Forshaw are all 
added to the team that looked 
lack-lustre in beating Wake- 
field last week. “It gives us a 
much more potent look,” said 
their coach, Matthew Elliott, 
with some understatement 

Warrington, ahead of Brad- 
ford on points difference in 
fourth place, lost their unbeat- 
en Super League record at 
Wigan last weekend, so this is 
a test of their ability to regroup. 

They are still without their 
stand-off; Scott Wilson, while 
Danny Nutley’s injury costs 
him an ever-present record 
stretching back over a yean 
with Gary Chambers stepping 
in and Andy Leatham, on loan 
from St Helens, making his 
debut from the bench. 

The club’s new chief execu- 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By pave Hapfielp 

live. Peter Deaidn. has 
achieved one of his objectives 
by having the ground's capac- 
ity raised to 9.000, a figure 
which could be tested today. 

Saints, unbeaten at the top 
of the table, have Chris Joynt 
in their starting line-up for the 
first time in Super League, in 
place of Paul Davidson, who has 
a neck injury. Opponents 
Sheffield Eagles have won their 
last three matches to empha- 
sise that they must be treated 
with respect and could have 
Matt Crowther and Martin 
Pearson in their squad at 
Knows ley Road. 

Third -placed Castleford 
entertain Gateshead, who have 
signed the Newcastle Falcons 
back-rower Steve O'Neill on a 
short-term contract to begin 
after the POkington Cup final on 
15 May. 

“I think he will do well, " 
said the Gateshead chief exec- 
utive. Shane Richardson, of the 
player who had trials with 
Bradford last year. “He is a 
Geordle and he loves to mix it 
up." 

The Super League new boys 
have their centre, Brett Grogan. 


back tomorrow night, with the 
fonner Featherstone full-back. 
Steve Collins, making his first 
start. Castleford - the Thun- 
der's first ever opponents in a 
pre-season friendly - expect 

Aaron Raper to recover from an 
ankle injury. 

Wakefield Trinity welcome 
back two Kiwis. Tony Kemp and 
Frank Watene. for the visit of 
London, who, with Rob Smyth 
still not ready, bring in Chris 
Ryan as the replacement for 
Brett Warton on the right wing. 
Matt Salter also returns after 
a lay-off through concussion. 

With three of his most con- 
sistent players - Gary Broad- 
bent. David Hulme and 
Malcolm Alker- all missing, the 
Salford coach. Andy Gregory, 
has little room for manoeuvre 
against Huddersfield. He 
switches Paul Carige and 
Bobby Thompson as the Reds 
look for their first Super 
League points. 

Wigan have confirmed that 
they are interested in buying 
their rugby union neighbours. 
Orrell, out of administration. 
The dub would continue to 
play at Edge Hall Lane, while 
Wigan would use the ground for 
training and reserve matches, 
but Orrell have expressed 
reservations about the idea. 


Gretzky calls time 
on stunning eareer 


WAYNE GRETZKY was due to 
announce his retirement last 
night, bringing to an end a ca- 
reer in. ice hockey matched 
only by Gordie Howie. 

The Canadian parliament 
even got involved, with a mem- 
ber yesterday seeking consent 
for a motion in the House of 
Commons asking Gretzky to 
delay his retirement. 

Fighting back tears and 
dearly struggling to control 
bis emotions, the North Amer- 
ican National Hockey League's 
career scoring leader told a 
news conference on Thursday 
night that his decision to retire 
is all but final. “All indications 
are obviously pointing in. that di- 
rection," Gretzky said after 
helping the New York Rangers 
earn a 2-2 draw with Ottawa 
Senators. “Fra reaDy at peace 
in my mind about this thing." 

If Thursday night was Gret- 
zky's final game in Canada, it 
was some forewell party. The 
18,449 fans lucky enough to ac- 
quire a ticket to the Corel Cen- 
ter saw to that With 4:43 left in 
the third period and the score 
tied 2-2, the fens began to chant 
"One more year" as the teams 
headed to their benches for a 
time-out Gretzky raised his 
stick and waved at the crowd. 


ICE HOCKEY 


By ken Rappoport 

Canadians have been aware 
of Gretzky since he was a 
youngster; scoring goals at un- 
believable rates. Now, as Gret- 
zky contemplates an end to his 
20-year career Canada is awash 
in end-of-an-era retrospection, 
as if this one player's departure 
from hockey Is on a par with the 
end of the millennium. 

“In a country sceptical of suc- 
cess and wary of evanescent he- 
roes, ^ W^yne Gretzky became an 
icon, for what he accomplished 
with his athletic genius and, just 
as important, the dignity and 
dassofbis character" wrote the 
Globe and Mail's political 
columnist Jeffrey Simpson. 

Canadians know his story by 
heart how at two years old he 
started taking practice shots 
with a sponge ball at his grand- 
mother in her easy chair, how 
his father; Walter built a rink in 
their backyard in Brantford. 
Ontario, when Wayne was 
three. When Gretzky was eight 
he scored 104 goals in 62 
games. When he was 10, he 
scored S78 goals in 82 games. 
By 14 he had scored well over 
1,000 goals and was a celebrity. 


His achievements brought 
worldwide feme - four Stanley 
Cups with the Edmonton Oilers, 
more than 60 NHL records, nine 
most valuable player awards, 
and more. In Canada, his suc- 
cess transformed him into a 
national treasure. Few Canadi- 
ans in any field, including poli- 
tics and entertainment, have 
ever been subject to such coast 
to -coast adulation and scrutiny. 

Gretzky's courtship of Janet 
Jones in the mid-1980s was cov- 
ered breathlessly by Canadian 
media, their wedding in June 
1988 depicted as the closest 
Canada could come to a royal 
wedding. But the euphoria was 
broken two months later by 
shocking news - the Oilers' 
owner, Peter Poctdington. was 
trading Gretzky to the Los .An- 
geles Kings. “It'S like ripping the 
heart out of the city." Edmonton's 
mayoc Laurence Decore. said. 

Gretzky wept at a farewell 
news conference, and Canadi- 
ans engaged in post mortems 
as to whether Pocklington or 
Gretzky's new wife bore the 
bulk of the blame. Soon after his 
trade to the Kings. Grtezky 
made a point of saying he would 
not change citizenship. “I'm 
Canadian to the core, and I 
always will be," he said. 



Tim Henman seeks help during his 6-1, 6-1 defeat against Francisco Clavet in Barcelona yesterday Reuters 


Henman 
crashes 
out on 
the clay 



TIM HENMAN'S bid to prove he 
can get to grips with clay suf- 
fered a setback yesterday as the 
S paniar d Fran cisco Clavet beat 
him 6-1. 64 in the second round 
of the Barcelona Open. 

Clay is the British No Vs 
least favourite surface and he 
never looked like getting the 
better of Clavet in a match de- 
layed by rain. 

Henman lost the opening 
four games of the first set and 
Clavet who reached the last 16 
at Wimbledon last year, took it 
easily 6-1. 

Having taken time to settle, 
Henman found some form at 
the start of the second set and 
established a 4-2 lead. But a 
double fault in the next game 
enabled Claret to break back, 
and the Spamani, having re- 
gained the initiative, went on to 
wrap up a straight sets victory. 

Injuries to the top two seeds 
- Pete Sampras and Carlos 
Moya - meant that Henman 
was the second highest seed re- 
maining in the event yet the 
Briton's preparations for the 
French Open had got off to a 
good start when he defeated Ar- 
gentina's Mariano Puerta in 
three sets in the opening round 

In Tokyo, the fonner Wim- 
bledon champion Richard Kra- 
jicek. of the Netherlands, was 
the biggest quarter-final casu- 
alty of the Japan Open when he 
was beaten by Sweden's Jonas 

Bjorkman. 

The Dutch top seed foiled to 
keep bis momentum as he went 
down 6-3, 5-7, 1-6. It was Bjork- 
man's second straight win over 
Krajicek- and the world No 32 
will now take on the German 
Nicolas Kiefer, who defeated 
another Swede. Thomas En- 
qvist 6-7, 7-5, 6-4. 


Westwood back to earth 


Bullets face a 


Simms setback 

■ BUllMHi 


JET LAG caught up with Lee 
Westwood as he failed to keep 
up with the pace set by Taiwan's 
Chang T^e-peng at the Macau 
Opea Chang fired a six-under- 
par 65 to better the Macau Golf 
and Country Club course 
record - set by Westwood and 
South Korea's Kang Wbok-soon 
in the first round - and lead the 
Asian PGA Tour event on the 
eight-under total of 134. 

Westwood and Kang 
dropped back into joint second 
place, a stroke behind Chang 
after both players added a 69 to 
their 66 on the opening day. 

"I didn't feel on top form.'’ 
said Westwood, who finished 
tied sixth in last week's US Mas- 
ters. "Physically I didn't feel 
great. 1 woke up very' early 
with the jet lag. I cant do any- 
thing about that l am getting 
a bit tired after five weeks on 
the trot. The flight across has 
caught up with me. I definitely 
feel a bit sickly tired today.” 

The Englishman managed to 
birdie three out of his last six 
boles to stay in contention. “I 
wasn't feeling particularly well 
before I went out so I wasn't 
looking for a great deal. I woke 



By Phil Casey 


up at 5.30 this morning," said 
Westwood. 

Chang, a distant cousin of 
the tennis player Michael 
Chang, bad no such problems 
and made an eagle, six birdies 
and two bogies over the 6,662- 
yard par-7l course. His round 
was completed in sensational 
fashion when he holed a 50-foot 
putt fora birdie. 

Chris Williams, who opened 
with a 67. slipped back with a 
second-round 72 to be five shots 
off the pace while Darren 
Clarke added a 70 to his open- 
ing 72 to lie eight strokes behind 
Chang. 

Nick Faldo has made an en- 
couraging start to the MCI 
Classic at Hilton Head in South 
Carolina as he attempts to res- 
urrect his season and earn a 
place in Europe's Ryder Cup 
team. Cup captain Mark Janies 
has warned Faldo he can expect 
no special treatment as he 
struggles to qualify forthe Eu- 
ropean team to face America in 
September. 


The former world No 1 has 
slumped to joint 99th in the 
rankings following an appalling 
run of form and is currently 
only 39th in the Ryder Cup 
points table. The six-times 
major winner's woes continued 
at the Masters last week when 
he shot 80 in the first round and 
missed the cut for the third 
straight year since winning his 
last major at Augusta in 1996. 

However, the 41-year-old 
fired a two-under-par first- 
round 69 at the windswept Har- 
bour Town Golf Links to finish 
in a group of 14 players four 
shots behind the joint leaders, 
Jeff Maggert and Steve Flesch. 

Colin Montgomerie is two 
shots further back on the level- 
par score of 71. 

Sergio Garda, w r ho with Jose 
Maria Olazabal celebrated a 
brilliant Spanish double at the 
Masters last Sunday, has con- 
firmed that he is to make his 
professional debut at the Span- 
ish Open next week. Hours be- 
fore Olazabal won his second 
Masters title the 19-year-old 
Garcia clinched the silver cup 
awarded each year to the lead- 
ing amateur at Augusta 


BIRMINGHAM BULLETS coach 
Mike Finger hopes hand in- 
juries to Tbny Simms and Fab- 
ulous Flournoy will not stop 
them feeing Budweiser League 
runners-up Manchester Giants 
in tonight's derisive third game 
of their play-off quarter-fink se- 
ries at the MEN arena 

Simms, an outstanding 
three-point shooter, injured his 
thumb in Birmingham's 82-74 
win in the first game in the se- 
ries. but missed Thursday's 
78-71 defeat against Giants in 
Manchester Flournoy dislo- 
cated the little finger of his right 
band just before half-time on 
Thursday but returned late in 
the game. 

“Fab is very likely to play." 
Finger said- “There is no break 
and although he has some pain 
and swelling, it's nothing that 
should stop him. Tony is less 
likely to play There is a chance 
we could immobilise his thumb 
to prevent further injury, but it 
really is unlikely. 

“He is an out and out scor- 


by Richard Taylor 

ing threat for us and we will 
miss him, but 1 have to give a 
lot of credit for the way Etniko 
Etete stepped up on Thursday." 

Etete led Bullets’ scorers 
with 20 poults and when they 
led by 10 in the second half the 
League's seventh-placed team 
were poised to end Manches- 
ter's bid to reach the finals at 
Wembley in two weeks' time. 
But a 16-4 run inspired by the 
former Bullet Tony Dorsey re- 
established Giants as 
favourites for tonight's game. 

London Towers are also 
favourites for their home tie 
tonight against Newcastle Ea- 
gles, after squaring the series 
with Thursday's 91-76 victory. 
■ Dennis Rodman has been re- 
leased by Los Angeles Lakers 
after only two months. The 
flamboyant star has missed 
several matches and training 
sessions without explanation. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


RACING RESULTS 


BASEBALL 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Milwaukee 9 Mon- 
rreal 4: San Francisco 5 Houston 2: Col- 
orado 6 San Diego 4; Florida 1 1 NY Mets 
4-. Los Angeles 8 Arizona l . Postponed: 
St Louis u Pittsburgh; Clncinnsn v Chica- 
go Cubs: Atlanta v Philadelphia 
AMERICAN LEAGUE: Anaheim 12 Oak- 
land 1 : Chicago 4 Soscon 0: Texas 4'Sear- 
rle 3 ( I Oth Innings): Minnesota 8 Detroit 
6: Toronto 1 1 Tampa Bay 1; Baltimore 9 
NY Yankees 7. Postponed: Kansas City 
v Cleveland. 


BASKETBALL 

mis Rodman may have played his 
c game for die Los Angeles Lak- 
, following the latest in a series 
>dd behavioural episodes Involving 
forrr.er NBA All-Star. Rodman 
s sent home from training on 
irsday after showing up late and 
arently forgetting to bring any 
ks and shoes. 

Hi Dallas 101 Minnesota 95; Houston 
Ireland 76: Golden State 85 Denver 
Utah 103 LA dippers 89: Seattle 99 
amento 98 (or). 

mweiser ouumoNSWP Ptay 
L second tee (Thory. London Tbw- 
?1 Newcastle Eagles 76; Manchester 
its 78 Birmingham Bullets 7 1 . 


ougn: N or r writs) 21-1*: M Hopkins 

S Paddington) bt A Atkinson (Huddersfield) 
'l-lliGSfcxhwefl (OirisrieMHlerl bt IJack- 
son (Hartlepool) 2 1 -1 6: A Little (Cumbria) 
bt T Pooling (Victory i 71-2 Second Round* 
Second round: R Newman iwiuteknighrsl 
bt P Alexander (Nociingtom) 2 1 - 10. P 
Butcher (Cyphers) bt S Nuunan (Dcrrnesi cr| 
21 -11 : S CoOIngtiam (Pfnewood RsrkJ be J 
Evans (Torquay) 21-18: S Skelton |5cun- 
thorpel bt G Moon (Awn UaUey) 21-13; Har- 
low bt Vterd 21-3; Fooling bt Dyer 21-1 1: 
Thomas bt Hopkins 21-7; tittle bt 
wrll 21-10 

WOMEN’S WORLD INDOOR SINGLES 
CHAMPIONSHIP (PremrUi) Semi-fi- 
nals: C McAllister (Sco) bt A Simon 
(Guernsey) 6-7 7-01-7 7-S 7-5. K Adams 
fSco) bt A Merrien (Guernsey) 7-6 1 -7 7-4 
7-5 

GREEN ALLS SPRING WATERLOO 
(Blackpool) Second round: J Hall (New 
MBs) bt G FeUows (Melttum) 2 1 -I 4; J Bates 
(Sandtuch) bt D Heaton (Wigan | 21-20: P 
Siadfcy (Bollington) bt T Wells (Magtiull) 
2 1-1 8: P Sigswtuth (Mrittom) bt RMcK- 
ernan (Bollington) 21-7: 6 Hirst (Mettham) 
or G Coleman [Carironl 2M6. L Hlggin- 
tonom (Thornton) bt G Higgins (Weaver- 
tom) 21-12; R Mczley (Melrtiaml bt K 
Hewitt (Wearer tom) 21-17: P Wilding 
(Preston) bt K Campbell (Sutton Coldfield) 
21-7: C Campbell (Blackburn) bt J AspJnall 
(Meftham) 21-17: G Parkinson (W)ean| bt 
L Hayfor I Sutton Coidflddj 21-13: T King 
(Hyde) bt A James (Sutron Coldfield) 2i- 
11: A Downs (Stockport) bt R Betty 
(Thomtonl 21-1* 


BOWLS 

•S ALL ENGLAND CHAMPtON- 
9 ( Melton Mowbray) Pairs send. 

b Fhe Rivets W Desbotough 19-14; 
pool Borough bt Ade 26*9. Busies 
round: R Newman (WhliekntehE) bt 
risrmas (North WaBftam) 21-8: P 
ader (Nottingham) bt S Reading 
ng) 3 1 -1 7: 5 Nut run (Dcrcnescer) bt 
«b (Herts) 1 1 -4: p Bunher (Cyphers) 
Friend ' ilpswich) 2 1-1 1 1 : J Evans 

iay) br S Afcad (Fa*h»l 2 1 -8: 5 Cotung. 

Pfnewood Parti br AABcock (Petris- 
21-19: S Skelton (Scunthorpe) bt S 
Kl [Mole Valley) 31-10. u M «*> 
Valley) bt P Bennett IBodmln) 21- 
jewman (Whiiefcnigtits) bt M Christ- 
North vtoWumj 71-8: P Alexander 
nghamj bt S Rearing (Bathing) 21- 
Nutman (Dorchester) bt J Homes 
j 21-*; P Butcher (Cyphers) bt A 
[ (Ipswich) 21-11: J Evans (Torquay) 
Mad (FqaJiHJ) 21-8: S CoUmgham 
wod Park) bt A AUcocfc (PerdiswcH) 

■ S Sieiton (SaBirhwpe) bt S Mased 

. .. . oi ■■ r llkwut IhlEdUl 


.'Maynard (Eaex County) . 

w (Qty of EM bt D Brir (Sunder- 
1-9: M Pooling (Grantham) bt R 
t (Victoria; Street) 21-12: D Dyer 
xnne) btMMUghte (Angel) 31-18: 
ws l Leicester) bt P itad (Desbor- 


CYCLING 

The French rider Richard Virenque 
wilt appear in court (n Ulte an Mon- 
day to answer charges of "complicicy 
in helping others obtain and use il- 
legal performance-enhancing sub- 
stances' in the Festina doping case 
Virenque was first placed under In- 
vestigation last month. 


FOOTBALL 

The kalian Football Federation has 
confirmed that Italy's Friendly with 
Croatia on 28 April m Zagreb will go 
ahead as planned. 

The Australian international goal- 
keeper Mark Schwarzer said yes- 
terday that he did not want to play 
For his country next season but want- 
ed to concentrate instead on his dub 
career with Middlesbrough. 

ASIAN CUP-WINNERS’ CUP Semi-fi- 
nals: N luitod (5 Arabia) 3 AJ Talaba (Iraqi 
1: Kashlma Antlers (tepanj 1 Chunonm 
Dragons (S Kor) 4. 

HUUOft LEAGUE SOCCER: Miami Fusion 
1 Dallas Burn 1 [Miami won ihaoi-out). 


THURSDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Fifa 
World Youth Championship second 
round: (Ibadan, Nigeria): Mewo * Ar- 
gentina 1 : (Enugti): Mali 5 Cameron 4 
(MaR Min with f/ra tunc golden gooil 
French League: M.no-.-fite 4 iDa Silva 30. 
Gourvcnner 57. R,w.irv>ni 62. Mauncv 75M 
Nancy O. UdBand League Premier Di- 
vision: Guksdcy l En'lev 1 President's 
Cop Anal: Leigh RM1 1 Droylrien 2. Chal- 
lenge Cop Semi-final replay: Hucfciuil 
Town J Staivbrrigo Celtic Ryman 
League Premier Divtsioo: Baslngsroki- 
Town 4 Chestom Ulri O Second Division: 
Bracknell Town I Thame Uld 2. Hcmel 
Hempsieri 2 Horsham 0. Hunger lord Vwi 
7 Hertford Town 2. Windsor & Eton 2 loot- 
ing 6 Mitcham 1. Dr Martens League 
Midland DMsiont On** ton) Town 2 
Newport (Gwenrl 5: Stourbridge 1 Soli- 
hull Bor ougn O. Sullen Cc-ldHebj Town 1 

Pager Rangers 3. UWspOrt United Coun- 
ties League Premier Division; Kempsror 
l Fcuon 1. Jenson Eastern League Pre- 
mier DMsIon: LowestoH 0 Halstead 0. 
Jeurson Mfeim League: Lymlngron £r 
New Miiron 3 Brockennursi 6 MHnston- 
lead Kent League Premier Division: 
Crock-nhlll 0 Ramsgate I . Interlink Em- 
press Midland AtUancti: West Midlands 
Police I Halesowen Horners 1. League 
Cup send-rinal second leg: Bridgnorth 
Town I Oldbury Utd 2- Northern Coun- 
ties Ease League Cup semi-final: Den- 
ary Utd 2 Noun Ferripy Urn 1 ScrewHn 
Direez League Premier Division: Taunton 
TOwn 6 Melkstom Town 0. Pos t poned: 
Yfeovil v TTwrron. Harp Lager National 
League of Ireland Premier Division; 
Shefboumc 1 Bohemians 2. Pontlns 
League first Division: West Bromwtn 
T Manchesiei City 0. Snood Division'. 
Rorherham 1 Scaitoordugh 0. Avon hr- 
sunn GonMiecfon ftst DMsioa: Pe- 
terborough 2 Wycombe 1. Postponed: 
Crystal Rjlace v Chariton. Northampton v 
Luton. 


GOLF 

MO CLASSIC (Hflton Head Island, 
South Carolina} Leading first-round 
scores (US unless seated): 65 J Mag- 
gen. S Flesch; 66 P-U lolwnswn \Swe). 
S Pate. S He-:h. J C«*. 67 D Hammond. 
L Janzen. L Mize.. 68 B Mayfair, J Hus- 
ton. M Brooks. D Love 111. L Matliaoe. M 
Hu theft. C Sulliwn. S Dunlap. P S rewart. 
T Lehman, D Han. B Andrade; 69 B Hen- 
nlnger. j Carter. S Kendall. V 5mj;h (Fill. 
T Dodds (Nam|. N Faldo (GB). ft Medi- 
ate. C Perry. B Estes. M Reid, i D Blake. 
C Scadler. F Funk. B Tway. Othen 70 T 
Woods; 71 P Siofand l&wel. C Mont- 
gomerie |GB). 7A7 PjtiKv* iSwei. G Nor- 
man (Aus). 

ESTORIL OPEN (Peaha Longa, Por) 
First-round scores (GB or In unless 
stated): 69 V PhiSipt P Pint- 70 P Goosen 
(SA). D Carter. P MrGmfcft > limiw. 71 A 


C'ldf^rn .1 Pysn^iri iv.w). I OnlliS (USi. ». 
Hans*.-n )D-.n| M J , -i ■ . ■*'»»•!. P 
(Swn|. I Huuhings ( C A) 72 M Fifini.li rii) 
MA Martin (Spl. F l.vrv,ml (Ki, 0 Lnvi- 
son. JM Aimii r:^j] C< t’liuini i^m) iRiveio 
ISpl. ) Stnmcv A F'.iiri I v,-i,.-V n |Auvl I 
Pyrrvm. k rule:. C* €l.-i-i-> iS,v, ) M hm- 
nlcliff, L 1 C-Xfier. I' L...-.ne M III I 

A Wall. M F.irry in). M Angler I ISwel J 
ftemesv (Ft J 73 1 Uvi *. IVrniWI. J B>> u- 
enon. R Oupman Ci'.yir.-v (AirSI. ■! Wall'.. 
P Winrtv-.ti 1. 1 >jirn< rS 1 ' p IT-'**' ** Lin- 
ton ISpl F i f.i [Sipi 'Vnfi-lk-kL- |Fri 
N Fasrn lSmo|. N oMIe-n iSjU-i M M..«Lmn 
74 $ Sol Her 1 1 |H). S A r l.ly.-n ilVm. J Di.Ti 
(Pori. R < ion:. lie: lAu;| I irwHin (Sir/.-; 

E Gmonica (111. S Tinnme rCvni. C H.un.11 
|Swe|. P Mu. ndi. > Iuim (Spi >. Cevaei 
(Frl. S Dodd 75 P Rnwil M IviiNvg 
(Swe| PiMOh-vniSwi a l r> ..-» i 

S Allan |Aui) r Lind^i. n is,-.-, i 'H Vui- 
los (For). D Lee. 1 Mi inn: iSpl. D'jiHoid 
M Lon? (Nil. ) C*dft t*igi. 4 Ho«.>-i. 
SOh. I Gait'Ul I M Ma> h'fr.'ie A Mr I. inly 
ISA) ‘F Tjv,.r«?s |P>il IP (Frl C 

Survson |Sp). D iitspnj" i'-c). S*'.v'i‘. Real 
(l\>r|. A Binj^hi [III ‘lA-nofi* umjieur 
MACAO OPEN Leading seeond-round 
scores (US unless stated): 1 34 r i}< 
Pltw | l.i) 69 bb. 1 35 K KinA-Sm iS K-.e) 
66 69. L W-.siw.<ori (GUI ta". 66. 137 Fl 
Ruanglil (Ttoi) 71 «b H • .lini-^ru-nr; 
[Tpu] 66 60. 1 38 V BtonUu i ilud) lyj ry.i. 
A Jc-til (Irij) oO b'i A i'll |i r.i n 1 39 N 
vm fenstxug (SAi n rv* M Rinwan iMLt*i 
7 1 68. S Oi'>. (Myum A' 0-.' <; LwiiE-riM 
fT-Jl] 70 60. f Willi, in is (GP-i tit 72 V Mill 
saen£ iTtoij 67 72 C iwini,’.-)n i> Anil 67 
72. Other: 142 P Claik |GB| 7? 7i’. 


ICE HOCKEY 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS Pool B: 

Estoniu 3 Kdjjklisljn 5. Hun;;jiy 2 
Britain * O-nnu.F ’• Pjl.mJ I Slovenia 
0 Germany 2 


MOTORCYCLING 

WORLD SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP 
(PH I Up Island. Aus) Rm qualifying ses- 
sion T T i>sw | Aji-.j r -•:> I T.‘ '.’I 2 ' 
Fc^nlt |GB| Liu-jir l Cy.j 3 F.l« «nv 
(US) Harm 1 33 f. i» 4 U ft rur- «» in i Di> .»ir 

1 33 6«. 5 A 5lu:m iN.’i h-H.k. I 1 1 VA 
6 P CrxkLeri |Ausi Ai-nli.il 1 .14 < .’l 
MALAYSIAN GRAND PRIX (Scpang. 
Malay) First qualifying SnSiOri 500 at. 
1 J Korm.Li [USI M-J-I I .'inn- •• h’-i- - 2 M 
Bupriim r.imato .' r- 3f K.f* ii'i'P’l 
6 -jruki i I I mi h M A.*i il.i|ufi 7ii:u»i 

2 7 ?26 5 A i rivill- I'qr- 'S-siiL- . '■I.v 6 

N Ah..- UJ|kBil v .mLin> .• ■' 1 M fn-.Vi.in 

(Aus) HuniLi 7 -■.-»• 8 u 1 -J * ' Y—s- 

n .1 > 7 on;- 


MOTOR RACING 

Finland's Mika SjKi will f-. p'iw.c Ri- 
raffk:- Zorn a foi ihe Biirish Amen- 
c.m Racing ream ‘il llw s.in Marinr. 


Grand Prif on 2 May if the Brazil- 
ian tails to recover from a foot in- 
jury sustained at hi$ home race 
meeting last week 

RUGBY UNION 
THURSDAY'S LATE RESULT Welsh Na- 
tional League Premier Division: Catf - 
philly 31 Bridgend 31 

SAILING 

The Cadet dinghy sailors Sam Carter, 
aged 1 5. and Rory Cottam. aged 9. 
are set for a top woild ranking af- 
ter winning the UKSA Grand Prix 
Cadet Inland Champion ship at Rut- 
land Water 


SPEEDWAY 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Craven 
Shield: lpsw<Ch 43 Hull u6 Premier Na- 
tional Trophy: Sheffield S 3 sr ;ue in- 
ternational Challenge: Sv^mdc-n -3 
Sweden Under- 3 3 46. 


SQUASH 

HRSPA WORLD GRAND PRIX FINALS 
(Hurghada, Egy) First qualifying 
round! f\»l A M f-trtm (Ausi hr 5 Horne 
I'jbiV 6-0 tO-C r i-i C Owens ;Au%i 
bt L Joyce INT.I 9- 1 9-2 9 1 Pool B S Fitz- 
Gerald (Aus) bt 6 Schoenc (Gei| 9-3 9-3 
9-4- C Jackman (Eng) bt N Guirwri iSAl 
3-9 9-4 5-4 5-tf 


TENNIS 

BARCELONA OPEN Men's singles, 
third round: A Cc-ira (Sp) br M ftios iChi) 
6 -a 6-T F Meligeni ( Bi ji ?i y el Ayn.ioui 
•Mori 3-6 7-6 6-1. ABeras>vegm tSpl bt 
F Squihjri (Argj 6-0 7-6. F Ciaver [Sp) t-l 
T H-rnman |GB) 6-1 6-4- A AUmi [WLirl 
r-r V Spaoea [US| 6-3 6-3. T M.inm (USi 
bt I Rob rwo | c -p| 6-3 7-6. C Maya (Spl 
W !F fVrero lip) 7-S 5-7 6-<. F Man- 
nut! (Spl br R Fuilan |l(| 6-T n-0 
JAPANESE OPEN (Briiyo) Men's sin- 
gles. quarter-finals: N hrier |<Vrf) br 
T £r*>ist (S Vj ^i 6-7 7-5 f..L \ Bion-nun 
|9 vw-i 61 R Kr.ificel- (Ntth) 3-6 7-6 t-l, 
l lutunvson civic) bt S Laitau tCim 6- \ 
i>-<- W Foimr.i (SA) bt K Carlsr.-.i (Den) 
i t 6-2 6-3. N hierei jGeri br 1 Fuqvisr 
6-7 7-5 6-a Women’s singles, 
quarter- finals: A Sugiyam.'i |.fap,ini t»r ) 
L-~ iTiu v •. 6-0. C Moral in (IJ5) bt M 
; |j,j h. 7 6- 3 6-f.; A Frailer (USi bt 
M In |U6| 5-7 6-u 6-4. j Cm (US) ht S 
hirino j 'i (C: Rep) 6-2 3 0 ;ei A Sug\-j- 
m.i (I ip ,m bt ) Lr~r (tv) 6-4 6-0. C Morai- 
•u i US) ft 7-S Wang (T d n 6-7 h. J 6-u 


NEWBURY 

Going: Go-5d to Firm 
2.10: 1. PORQNI IJ Forrunei 15-S. 2. 
Hoh Discovery 3- 1 : 3. Russian F ok 20-1. 
Bran. 1 1-10 feu Co Flyer IV.. V.\. 

iPCrie. WhaiMm&ej. Tote: £3.10: £i 20 
El 60. £3.70. OF £12.70. CSF: £17.27 
NR Travesty Of La.v 
2.40: 1. BADAGARA (PRobmscnl 25-1: 
2.Mayara Bay 9-1.3. Senure 15-2 12 
ran. 9-2 lav taiMin (Sch| • .. l . (C Brit- 
tain. Newmarket) Tote: £28.20: £3.60. 
£2.60. £2.70 DP £1 26.90. C5F- £214.15. 
Tricast; £1.729 60. Tnreaa. £2.539 70. 
3.10: 1. WINCE |K Fallon) 9-2 jt lav. 2. 
Golden 5) lea 1 3-2; 3. Capistrano Day 
16-1. 11 ran. 9-2 it favSauw (5rh) I 1 //. 
Sh-bd (H Cecil. Newmarket |. Due: £5.50: 
£1 40. £1.30. £4 80 DF £13 40 CSF- 
£29.00 

3.40: 1. SPEED ON )D Svaeeney) 9-1: 
2. Coitadiy Castle 1 0-1.3. Bat ch rtortii 
Belle 1 2-1. 13 ran. 6-1 fav Levelled. 

V. (H Candy. Wantage). Tote: £11.10; 
£3 00. £3.10. £3.50. DF. £44.20. CSF: 
£68.42 Trust' £1.032.26. NR Ar Urge. 
4.10: 1. SALFORD EXPRESS (T Otunn| 
7-2: 2. F^shdgo 1 5-d far; 3. Outer Limit 
h-1 7 ran. Nfc. 2 |D EhwortlL Whit- 
comoe). Tote: £4.40: £1 70. £1 80. DF: 
£6 50 CSF- £9.2*. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

30m 

The number of 
dollars (£1 8.75m) 
ice hockey ? player 
Peter Forsberg will 
earn over three 
years with 
Colorado 

Avalanche, a record 
deal for the NHL 


4.40: 1. PRESUMED (S Sanders) 11-2; 
2. Apple Or Kent 8- 11 fav: 3. Klttheafce 

10- 1. 10 ran. 3. 5. (P Malum Ogboume 
Maiseyj lbte: £10.70: £1.90. £1 30. 
£1 70 DF: £8.80. CSF. E8.B6. 

5.10: 1. RAINBOW HIGH \M Hills) 

11- 2: 2. Candle Smile 14-1; 3. Ballet 
Hlgl>20-1. 12 ran. 5-1 fav Sausalito Bay. 
9. nk. (B Hills). Tbeer £6.10: £2 40 
£4. 1 0 £5 70 DP £38.00. CSF: £70 4 1 Tn- 
casr: £1 294.86. NR: Bridie's Pnde. 
Jackpoc Nat won. £69.673.03 earned for- 
ward to Newbury today. 

PUeepou £758.50. Quadpoc: £35. 10. 


AYR 

Going: Heavy with Soft parches 
2.00: 1. FATHER WQSIWAS (J Ttaard) 

8- 11 fav: 2. Okeedalcee 14-1; 3. Son 
Frandsco 10-1,6 ran. 9. 1 3. (P Nicholls. 
Shepton Mallet). Tote: £1.70; £1.10. 
£4 70 DF £10.80. CSF: £9.52. 

2.30: 1. CONCKOBOR (N Wiliam son) 
5-1 : 2. Aehzo 11-10 fav: 3. Bora Bora 
7-1.8 ran. 5. 5 (K Bailey. Upper Lanv 
boum) . lute: £5.70; E 1 . 70. £1 . 1 0. £1 .40. 
DF. £4.60. CSF. £8.71. 

3.00: 1 . MISTY CLASS (Mr J Crowley) 

10- 1; 2.5b- Bob VI fav; 3. Mithak 1 5-2 
11 ran. 14, 9. (Mrs S Smith. Bi'nglev). 
Tbfce: E12.70: £2.80. £1.50. £2.20. DF. 
£24.20. CSF: £44.65 Tncasr. £291.02. 
3.30: 1. SPARKY GAYLE (0 Storey) 7-2 
fav. 2. Squire SOk 6-1 ; 3. Ballad Min- 
strel 4-T. 6 ran. 13. 7 |C Parker. 
UKkertaej.Tbtfc £3.20; £1 60. £2.10. DP 
£10.00. CSF: £10 23. 

4.00: 1. GALON LAN (M A Fitzgerald) 

11- 8 fav: 2. Mekfrum Park ) 1-4:3. Cas- 
tle Clear 7-4. 3 ran. 1 6 (N Hender- 
son. Lambourn). lbte: £2 30. DF: £2.30 
C5F. £4.36 

4 JO: 1. ENSIGN EWART (MrC Storeyl 

9- 2; 2. Fteeat Policy 25-1: 3. Miners 
Melody 25-1 6 ran. 6-5 faw Varykmow. 
3. 2. (Mrs J Storey. Keisoi. lbte: £4.20. 
£1.70. £3.50 DF- £36.50. CSF: £56.58. 
5.00: 1. MERRY MASQUERADE (P 
Niven) 4- 1 jt lav: 2. Lnrdbendebonffant 
4-1 |t fav: 3- Ybimg Thruster 10-1. 11 
ran. 2 1 /;. 6. (Mrs M Reveley. Siltburn). 
lbte: £4.10; £1.10. £1.90. £2.20. DF: 
£9 20. CSF: £1 6 55. Tricast £121.91. 
Placepoe: £144 10 Qnadpot: £50 40. 


THIR5K 

Going: Good iGood » Brm in places) 

1 .50: 1 . ORIENTAL (G Hind) 10-11 raw: 
2. Tanned Arms 16-1.3. Get Stuck in 
1 1-4 14 ran. 4. 7.. (J Gosdenj lbte: 
£ 1 90: £ I 10. £5.00, £1.10. DF: £14.40. 
CSF £19.76. 


2J0: 1. BEBE DE CHAM (C Low: tier) 
25-1; 2. La Caprice 11-8 fxr. 3. Will- 
raefc Times 3-1. 9 ran. Sh-nd. 3. (J L 
Eyre). Tote: £1 7.30. £2 60. £1.30. £1.10 
DF- £9.60. CSF: £50.01 
2.50: 1. MUNGO PARK (J Weaver) u-1; 
2. Double Oscar 6-1 : 3. Gay Breuc 3-1 
fav. 9 ran. ' 1 7. |M Dods| Tote: £4. 10: 

£1.60. £2.70. £2.40. OF. El 0.20. CSF: 
£25.56 

3.20: 1. BERYL (G Carter) 9-2: 2. Gold 
Lodge 1 1-2: 3. Anthem 5- 1.7 ran. 10- 11 
fav Colonial Srate (5th). iv. (j Dun- 
lop). lbte: E3 90: £1.80. £2.50 DP £4 80 
CSF. £26.13. 

3.50: 1. LEGAL ISSUE (ft Lappm] 7-1 
it fay. 2. Gablesea 12-1:3. Lyntoa Lad 
14-1 . IS ran. 7-1 |t favSmorrer Charter. 

1 . 1 *.v |B Rothwell). lbte: £8.60. £2.40. 
£2.90. £4 10. £2.00. DP £55 30. CSP 
£97.72 Tiicast: £722.74 

4.20: 1. RAMBO WAUZER [G Dufftridl 
5-1.2. Redoubtable 10-1: 3. Aberiwen 
25-1. 15 ran. 3-1 lav Lunch Party I5rh). 
Hd. 1 ID Nicholls). lbte: £6.70; £2 90 
£2 60. £1 3.80. DF; £24.90. CSF: £55.60. 
Tncasr: £1.131.47. NR: CH lie's ChucUe. 
*•501 1 - BOLUN RITA (G Duffteld) 5-1 . 

2. RodUands Lane 12-1; 3.Sulu 3-1 fair 
13 ran. 2. 6 (T Casterby). lbte: £3 20: 
£2.10. £3 00. £1.50. DF. £25.60. CSF- 
£55.52. NR' Unlikely Lady. 

S.20: 1. HEAVENUf MISS p Fanning) 

1&-1;2. Patsy Culsyth 25-1; 3, Carrie 

Pooler 9-1: 4. Glowing 6-1 jt fav. 23 
ran. 6-1 it fav General Klalre. sh-nd 
(D Shaw), mce; £23.50; £5.30, £22.40. 
£2.30. £1.00. DP £604 10. CSP £372 36 
Trlcasr £3567.0SNR: Pleasure. 
Plaeepot: £31.70. Quadpoc £ 17 . 30 . 
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N ational trust in Kenny 



by Richard Edmondson 

IT IS SUPPOSED to be sun- 
shine and cream down in the 
West Country, a happy place 
where the Fhmous Five roam 
and scrumpy is poured from 
stone jugs. 

But then again, there is the 
Beast Of Bodmin and a rivalry 
among two racehorse trainers 
which is a little less sweet than 
Ambrosia. Martin Pipe and 
Paul Nicholls are not the best 
of buddies. Indeed, if Nicholls 
had managed to get within 
touching distance of his neigh- 
bour after last year's Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup then Pipe and 
his Adam's apple would now be 
in separate locations. 

Nicholls was incensed that 
day by the manner in which See 
More Business was carried out 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Enrique 
(Newbury 3.00) 

NB: Silk St John 
(Newbury 3.30) 

of the Blue Riband by Pipe's Cy- 
borgo. The memory still festers. 
When See More Business made 
glorious amends at last month's 
Festival one of the themes 
Nicholls was keen to pursue was 
that the Gold Cup victory had 
put him within touching dis- 
tance of the trainers' champi- 
onship, a trophy which has 
become as much a part of 
Pipe's life as his limp. If Nicholls 
can nick that prize from racing’s 
tiny Goliath he will be uncon- 
trollable with mirth. 

The Ditcheat-based trainer 
is 1-2 (with Ladbrokes! to as- 
sume die throne with just over 
six weeks of the National Hunt 
campaign remaining. He is 
about £50,000 clear of Pipe, but 
that advantage could be erased 
largely at a stroke should Pond 
House be successful in today s 
Scottish Grand National at Ayr 

Pipe runs fhrfiadet V and 
Tell The Nipper, and Nicholls, 
rather strangely for a man who 
has made his name with stay- 
ing chasers, runs nothing. The 
two lock horns in four other 
contests on the card and their 
private battle win determine the 
championship's destination. 




1 I 




Julian Herbert! AUsport 


Wince (centre) and Kieren Fallon power home in the Fred Darling Stakes at Newbury yesterday 

Bookies shun Wince 


Nicholls may be rather wor- 
ried about the Scottish Na- 
tional as Pipe's horses wQJ be 
operating in the smallest field 
for the contest in 10 years. Tell 
The Nipper looks the more 
probable victor for Pipe, not 
least because he is the selection 
of Tony McCoy. 

The one they afl have to beat 
tho ug h is Young Kenny (4.05), 
whose owners decided not to go 
for the Grand National this year 
but wait until their horse became 
Old Kenpy He Is turning into one 
of those most admirable of ani- 
mals, a staying horse with as 
much courage as ability. 

There are marriage-ending 
possibilities today with the BBC 
and Channel 4 serving up 11 live 
races between them. Thirsk’s 
sole offering is the Classic Trial 


though the Classic for which 
this is a guide is presumably the 
Namibian St Legec The hy- 
perbole will count as naught for 
the winner though, and that is 
likely to be Peculiarity (4.25). 

At Newbury we search for a 
horse worthy to be a 2,000 Guin- 
eas candidate. Enrique and 
Killer Instinct both lost horribly 
last time out but others have 
lost equally horribly since and 
Henry Cedi’s pair have floated 
to the head of the ante-post mar- 
ket as the dregs have sunk. 

Killer Instinct has again 
been conducting a slaughter on 
the Newmarket gallops, but 
those were the sort of messages 
we were getting before he fold- 
ed like a soggy paper bag at 
Ascot on his only juvenile run. 
ENRIQUE (nap 3.00), at least 


has won a race or two. though 
he was a disappointing fav- 
ourite in the Dewhurst Stakes. 

Cecil's Capri is reported to 
have flowered into something 
of an Adonis over the winter 
and will be a strong consider- 
ation for the John Porter 
Stakes, which will in feet be 
won by Persian Punch (2.30). 

Mick Ryan runs Lady Rock- 
star who has followed up a con- 
siderable run of victories with 
a considerable run of defeats, 
in the opener, but has better 
prospects in the Spring Cup. 
Right Wing will be fended here 
following his win in the Lincoln, 
but John Dunlop's team may 
have to put their black arm- 
bands on again. Ryan is the one 
to be on. or, more exactly, his 
Silk St John inext best »3.30». 


SELDOM DOES a Henry Cecil- 
trained horse win a Classic 
trial without barging its way to 
the front of the market for the 
race in question. So bookmak- 
ers’ offer of Wince at 16-1 fortlie 
1.000 Guineas after a clean if 
workmanlike, victory in the 
Fred Darling Stakes at New- 
bury yesterday prompted a 
smile from Warren Place fans. 

Coral, Ladbrokes and Will- 
iam Hill all list the daughter of 
Selkirk at 16-1 after her iength- 
and-a-half beating o! Golden 
Silca in the Group Three New- 
bury warm-up. 

No doubt tile form of the 
race fells short of the Classic 
benchmark, but Wince showed 


a turn of speed between hors- 
es to win it and Cedi rates her 
good enough to represent 
Khalid Abdullah unless Andre 
Fabre has a better filly to run. 

“She is not what we call 
tuned up," Cecil said, “and 
hopefully she will come on and 
it will be worth running her." 

Wince's presence in the 
Guineas would force Fallon to 
reject the ride on the favourite 
Moiava, made available by the 
suspension of Oliver Doleuze. 
“If she runs, be rides," assert- 
ed Cecil. “He is my jockey." 

Moiava delighted her train- 
er, Criquette Head, in a work- 
out before racing got underway 
at Maisons-Laffitte yesterday. 


BANGOR 


3.45 


HYPERION 

2.10 Anugraha 2.40 Amlwch 3.10 Welsh Silk 
3.45 Monicasman 4,15 Tombola 4.45 Tanseeq 
5.15 Charter Ridge 


GOING: Good 

Q Lett-hand, undulating courea: run-in 325yds. 

□ Course s 4m $E of Wrraftam near |unctton of AS25 and B508B 
Bus service from Wrexham station ADMISSION: Paddock £10; 
Course E5 (under- 16s free afl endosxas) CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

□ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 25-05 (23SV D Nicholson 
w-eo CS3%) N TwQtOTvDnvlea 12-68 [T7»M P HoWJO 3-33 PTS'fc) 
Q LEADING JOCKEYS: R Ounwoody 1S62 (2424b). A P McCoy 
VT66 (21 2%). B HortSng C-43 p/S%). C Llewellyn 12-7D (171%). 

□ FAVOURITES: *3-452 (36.1%) 

TONGUE STRAP: Barton Bill (2.10). Rodders (240). Charm- 
ing Girl (240). Aizoomo 0.10). Little Gunner (3 10), Liver Bird 
(345). Noesm (345). Andsnrau ptt) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Walter's Dream (visaed. 310). 
Zahaalle (3.W. Ma urachus &45), Sputfmgton (4.15). UtUe Ser- 
ena (445) 


SILVER WEDDING HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £10,000 added 3m 110yds 

1 350342 UVfflHHD (14) (EQ lisa VWfcm 9 1110 SKeBy(3) 

2 43-*P MYSTIC ISLE (12) N Gaseies 9 ti 6 JBItayanaghB 

3 -U0P51 CEDAR SQUARE (12) (D) V Dsnnaf 3 17 3 J) Fenton 

4 ftiFg MONICASMAN (33) (D) GMcGoutfl H0 E Husband 

5 FI-333 SHANAV0GH (14) GM Moors 8 n 0™. J Calaghan 

6 T342S 3 NOSAM (9) NktesonBDfl ,. — R Guest 

7 2/5-FP MR PRESIDENT (12) (D)V Soane n 09 J A McCarthy 

6 G71-R5 MASTER KIT (24) (D) J Bfcige 0 04 LCunsntas (3) 

8 US5503 EXACT (FR) (11) D ffchotoxi 7 TO 4 0 McPhall (5) B 

1) CEflRS MAURACHAS(12)(D)M Sheppard 8*0 D Leahy B 

11 2-WPS PAPARAZZO pi) WJarfc 0 Da . _SWyme 

-11 declared - 

Ukmnmue^t tost rruehand>caow«ipto.Maura^Ks3Sr5J' Paparazzo 
9 am 

BETTING: 7-2 Cedar Square. 9-2 Mo n tawmen. 5-1 Lifer Bird. 9-1 
Shanavogh, 8-1 Nosam, Exact, 10-1 Mystic Ida, 12-1 otfwra 

FORM VERDICT 

CEDAR SQUARE has always been a very useU prospect 
and he caiid stfl be on a lair mark, though significant ram 
(he acts on easy ground) would put pressure on hs sfightfy 
suspect stamina. 


9 -tfll COBRA SOFTWARE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DIV 1) £3,500 added to 


4 i c j JANE MCALP1NE MEMORIAL HUNTER 
CHASE (H) £2.000 added 3m 110yds 


stakes 2m 4f 

1 MS AmfflEYTQRCH(43)V. , Cay7no G Ttamey 

2 00P3 ANUGRAHA (31) J Ncnon 6 no.. . LSrttwm(5) 

3 BARTON BILL (21) J f-’-adae 6 n 0 . .. S Wynne 

4 J3 PS CARRY THE CARD (12) I WS&rrs B n 0 . OMcPha) (5) 

5 U3 FAN! (FR) (84) Mss V V.tteraf n 0 SKeOy (3) 

5 MAYSMAXIUUS 5 Eau^i 7 h 0 Gary Lyons 

7 £-1003 MR TEDDY EDWARDS (12) toe J Brawn 5 n 0 . BFenton 

6 0-5® NICELY RELAXED (SB) 0 SvxsoS 6 ~ 0 - J A McCarthy 

9 0030 PAUNDROME 1121) PFeteraS no. _ JRKavanagh 

t 1 KrfiFP PHINCE TOR (22) 5 BiocKshaw EDO . XAfepuwp) 

n SR246 SILVER HOWE (11) D Ltttatt 6 “ 0 . _ DJHoflaB 

t 34‘0-P AUSANBE (43) J Sr® 7 1) 9 H OBwer (5) 

■3 050 LAMBR1NI LADY (471 Mrs L IVBamssi 5 8 9 . 

- Mark Snath (7) 

» 2J STEEL ROSE («)(0F)Tt TwssrvDaMsE 'll? . .7 Jorto 

- 14 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 Barton Bill. 4-1 AAhrey Torch. 1 12 Fami. Nicely Relaxed. 
7-1 Anugraha. Steel Rose, 10-1 Sflwr Kam 16-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

NICELY RELAXED hasni really ived up to hs n?me so tor 
txn he tvs a bt or scope about tarn and <n the nope tint 
there isn't wo mutfi softening of the ground, hes iveil worth 
anoiher chance 


1 -5UP05 ANDERHATT (11) (C) J Made? C 12 4 Mr JR Cornwall (7) 
Z /P-7PU APPLE JOHN (5) (D) A AWng 8 12 4. Ur M Worthmgtoi (7) 

3 23L23 BRAESWMARflBKD) NH*xtesn3 1 J._MajOH7nood (3) 

4 1 m B TOMBOLA (11) (D) (BF) Mrt C Bafcy 924 Mr B Pollock 

5 3P/PP2 CAPO CASIAMJM (11) (D) fcfcs H K/tcftr Z SO - 

, Mha V Roberts 15) 

6 5U3UF/ CASTLE COURT (1499) C Egerlcn n Cfl . MrMRimefl 

7 -rGn3 DANDE DOVE (28) A Deakr 8 2 9 — Mr R Amsld (7) B 
S 3430? SWJFFWGTON (43) NRarfietn 120.. . MrjTuron (7) B 
9 POTU WWCmu©(P6)(D)(Bn^APTO9C0-MrRCocpsrf7) 
U 1-021 ARDSTOWN(P14)(D) Rknw8H3 Mr F Winittor C8va P) 

- 10 declared - 

BETTING: 5-2 Djmboia. 11-4 Braes Of Mar, 4-1 ArdsbMn. 7-1 watchB 
Lad. 12-1 Andemtatt, Apple John, Capo Castanum, 16-1 dhere 
FORM VERDICT 

Granted no iwewmn at the nvshap vihwi Bocred TOMBO- 
LA at Ufloxeter. it should nor be necessary to to ok beycsid 
Caroline BaOey 2 a np roverg son Castle Court and Waichu 
Lad co iid gwe hm most to do 


A ac | SADIE & SUZY HANDICAP HURDLE 
° (CLASS F) £5,000 added 2m If 


9 40l HAYWOOD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£6,000 added 2 m If 110yds 


! 65031 AMLWCH (8) J Ferry 6 n 12 5Ke8yP) 

2 WM RODDSTS (12) (D) jGaerfir 3 H Oliver (5) 

3 P3SZ1 CHARMING GIRL (40) (COlO SlmwdS nt 

- - - JAMcCarthy 

4 3*446 MANVULANE (12) LYs C EU* 9710 SWynne 

l POP rJDCKLEOVEH (28) D MECan 9 K 2 ... TJanks 

6 5CF03P ROYRAOE (21) V, EtsSoutne 7 h 0 JGoMgWti(3) 

7 FFtatO THUNDERPOINT(8)(D)LissKi3»7?rhO . RMassay 

5 CGPPF LUCRATIVE PERK (12) MSS C Cfiroe 7 09 - DLerty 

-BdeflUred- 

BETTIN& 11-8 Charming Girt, 7-4 Amhieh, 7-1 Roddet*. 12-1 7Tu»». 
dorpoim. 18-1 Manvulano, 20-1 MWdeovw. Reyrace. Lucmthre Perk 

FORM VERDICT 

There ore double about most of Swse bul AMLWCH is a con- 
se-ten sort who comes aro the taw n good tarn He is more 
[r.eiy :□ hoa no farm Han Rodders. «vtw msoe A good mpres- 
when winning hs chase debut but has not held his torm 
well n the cast Charming Girl e, a weak finshw and every 
yard ever the wo mdes makes iw more i-uinerabfe 


3.10 


i * 


TOMMY & TUPPENCE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £6,000 added 3m 

1 BTJ3C3 AL2O0M0f12)jGiCVW7lTiQ H0ftef(5) 

r C.OP WELSH SILK (70) DGaraft? hi. .. Sophia UBehea 

3 .If-? WAOSTSW)EAM(38) JO^eaSflO V Slattery V 

■: -OlFOP fflVERBANK ROSE (12) (Q (D) W C®y 8 TO n -GTbimay 
5 :<f-A (JTTLE GUNNER (56) (CD) C J <=nce 9 »9 ...LOmnins (3) 
? CC22S 3AHAAUE (USA) (21) [CJ J Rcremg 7 O 7 . 

Gay Lyons B 

7 -~4£PP LAGAN (1S4) S GoCngs £07 JAMcCarthy 

i £242ajV)UN«Un(14)(0JDfJsHw OJMoRatt 

° -44 £j 3 TWO TO TANGO (12) N Tuctr-Dan^ 6 W S TJsoks 

10 W2562 PRAIRIE MINSTREL (12) RDckn 5 s) 4 . . X Abpuru |3) 
4533 BRUMAL1S (NZ) (22) S Brootahaw 7 TO Z SWynne 
O 3PFf CASSIOS BOY (12) |C) G McCourt S 10 Q . . ..E Husband 
0 OSffirP FEARLESS VY0ffl3ER (106) HHmsB t)H flfias K Di Mate (7) 
-iSdeciand- 

f-tirmnum vy» pW 70a Tax tai to ca ? weighs- ftaitej VJvnder Sa £35. 
GETTING: 4-f ZWraaHe. 8-1 Trw To TStngo. Prairie Minstrel. 7-i Ateooon. 
unto Gunnw VBprano, 8-1 Rfmfrffd Rosa. 10-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

The (IrS-ume bankers are a worry ,v zaliMji uui LITTLe 
GUNNER ratam ptemy ol oO'titY ar d can bo re bed upon u 
run wefl hem He won't trend any ran (abrg andcanbefor- 
■ahwl rclaiesi failure attar an encouragng return gHaydock 


r 42P26P BUNGEE JUMPER (10) (0) P Baiey 9n s . M Brennan 

2 3-062 AUWIEY RULB1 (38) W Ctr/ £ h D GTcnrery 

3 URItt’ BLUCANOO (10501 J Partea 5 71 9 _ . .AS Snstti 

4 3>233a IXSTAJYTSrDRN(3l)(D)BUewe£yn6Ti 9 JfiasEJJmsB 

5 3X3533 DRAGON KING (1M) (D) C BarweS 7 T € . . .. B Fenton 

6 5S45& ARABIAN HEIGHTS (747) (BF) J Madue E T 4 _GLre 

7 4U2B6Z PHAHUf Rffi= (29) D Buchel 7 fl 3 ... DJSorehefl 

8 334326 TANSEEQ (37) (CO) M Meaner ? 11 2 C McCormack (3) V 

9 723J46 MRBEAN{14)(D)3U«wlyn9ni;. MrJLUemUyn 

a 05DS5 MULTI FRANCHISE (12) (D) Mrs L Jewel 6 a 71 SKeDyG) 
n -GJQO PnDEWOODFUGGLE(2«)|t3)Rjftre5iOn.JMo5tort(7) 

B 0GU8) C06l£{M)DUcCan5IIO . SWynne 

G 04442. BUJTDFT(2S)5&fags7fl9 JAMcCarthy 

14 %FFD UTTLE JOE (155) JSStiWi G »6 . . LCunanin&(3) 
E 5MO! SLIPSTREAM STAR (25) N TwSSvOsmts 5 a i - .TJanks 
« ®01J EAGLE CANYON (7) S Ernotehaw 6 0 S . X Atpuru (3) 
IT 3&6 LITTLE SERENA (IS) UK P Fad 9 S3 7 . . G Supple (3) B 

« 065» SIENAlGER)(W)ttssKGe0^e4O5 RHaswy 

19 400546 MARSH MARIGOLD (4) G Pern 5V a _. . JGddttrin (3) 
31 06$ MISS LACROIX (FMQRHdSr^hea) 4 . . ..Gary Lycra 

-20 declared - 

BETTING: 7-i ARhrey Ruler. B-l Dragon King, Eagle Canyon. KM Dt> 
fard Sham, Arabian Heights. Pharty Reef. Tanseeq, Btotot Slipstream 
Star, 12-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

An open race n witch trie ground could hold the key Frp- 
woed the ran stays away, EAGLE CANYON, whe e better 
than the bare result al HeretoitJ last week ndcares and raws 
off a kwer mark now: is agy to be hard to beat BtotoU and 
Dragon King have each-way possfcities 


5.15 


COBRA SOFTWARE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DSv li) £3,500 added 2m 4f 

1 XX36 CHARTER RIDGE (21) JJONeKfi no. . JR Karanagh 

2 CPP 9ITEC LESTBI (N2) (12) S&ootah9»6 n O.JCAtpurap) 

3 06CTOU EVENKffl. (33) D Write 7 11 0 J Mogtord (7) 

4 S)60 GLACIAL FlIVSI (10) DCaio6 T1 0 DUwfty 

5 32V UTTLE HEART (FR) (22) Use VWBaro 5 HQ._&Kdyp) 

6 PSQTO LOfffi EGROSS (7) P Bides 7 no D Byrne 

7 04,0-0 SALMON CELLAR (108) RHoireheed 6 IT 0 Gvy Lyons 

8 AF56 SHEEPCOTEHLL(ia)DNtrt)taienD . .0 UcPhal 15) 

9 31C&' TURBULENT GALE (781) RNScvg On O-CMeCaonadtp) 
W 0-S653 VBmCALAIR(147)CiMcCw6ttO...„... ...TJenks 

V MF BflPENNY P4) (As G Ffcks 6 1) 9 _JIKMChtoy<T) 

C tfOO HEDHOneBEflO)fl*sLW*afrtscn63!)9- - .SWynne 

G CMX8 TRCPPl GUAJ (lj) p DaClcn 5 1) 9 BFenton 

W 220620 LAiHHNIlADCMABaiey4»- Doutflul 

-14 declared - 

BETTING: 9-4 LUe Heart, 5-1 Charter Adge. Shecpcote TflO. 6-1 Verti- 
cal Air. B-l lUrbuknrt Gale, 10-1 EwntaoL IB-1 othere 

FORM VERDICT 

A modest ewnt n when uttle *aht hods a m^cr chance 


STRATFORD 

HYPERION 

2.35 Temper Lad 3.05 River Dawn 3.35 
Out'N'About 4.05 Supreme Lady 4.35 Destin 
D'Estruval 5.05 Tissue Of Lies 535 Jim Jam Joey 


GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand course with 200yd run-m. 

■ Course 6 SW ol Stratford-orv-Aww on A434 Shartorl sta- 
tion Tn. ADMISSION; Club CW: Tartersalb CB: Course C4 CAH 
PARK: Inside course £2. remainder Iree 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 30-1T7 |256-„|. D Nicholson 
10-57 (316%), K Bailey 11-59 na6%). P Hobbs n-M fi7i%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 34- T46 (£33%). R Johnson 
34-121 A Maguire 16-62 (2S6*V). N WIMamson W-39 (B%1 

■ FAVOURITES: 185-408 (373V 

TONGUE STRAP: Unttus (235; High Thyne U05). Mole! 
1335). Regal Secret (335). Private Jet [J 35). Time For Action 
(SOS): Bronhallow 1535). ECO Warrior (535i 
BLINKB1ED HRST TIME: OuTN* About 035i Jim Jam Joey 1535) 


4 -tPOU W) CONDUCTOR (10^ (C) (Q) RAmer 8 11 3 JflrJD MoiTO (7) 

5 9 3 BOARDROOM SHUFFLE pi) (DJjGitoid 9n3 OEdnows^ 

6 Uh IP FATHER RECTOR (182) (D)S Sherwood 0 112.. MRidraid* 

7 444 51 DESTINY CALLS (22) (D) N Gaaaiee 9 11 1. .. .AThomton 

8 FF-23J SUPREME LADY (11) Ite HKr^4 8 tU .. OGoBatfw 

9 U22C1 GRATOMI (TO) [D] P ftoiens 9 n D SFn 

W 3-tB3 MIUEROFT RMHIA (50) p BF) fl Alner a O 7 MrRFcnfatal 

n 2311 -2 STEVE FORD pi5) (D) C-Markxk V 10 0.. .. S Durack 

V i-CWP DGHTRSTl3l)(C)Me»HKn^n9lOO .RFnrrart 
- 12 deefarsd - 

Mmaktn ghb fOst Tax iwdcap wagW- Tigfn Fat 9a lOb. 

BETTING: 5-1 Gratorrt. 6-1 Capenwray. Supreme Lady, 13-2 Mllcrolt ffiv- 

tera. 7-1 Boardroom Shuffla. 8-1 Steve Ford. 10-1 Bengers Moot Des- 
tiny Cans. 12-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Thts has (he rnaknqsola warm Tiarxfccap. wrtfi several poten- 
Ualy wel treated spnng -campaign types It wi be mtereat- 
mg to see how far Bangers Moor -gels ttvs time and whether 
the |ump*ig cfl Supreme Lady and Boardroom Shuffle sur- 
vives whal should be a leroaous pace The one runner who 
looks sure to show h«9 torm 5 GRATOMI, who beet off other 
7Toni-runnar& to score n style or fast ground at Ludlow Iasi 
r me and wi cope better than he rrvab should H10 rams come 


2.35 


JP SEAFOODS NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (D) £3.000 added 2m 1 10yds 

PH33 TEMPEH LAD (49) (CD) P Hcbbs J C 0 MrDOMeaia(7) 
FUO GEMSTONE (FH) (47)(D) IAS D Hare 6:19 .Doubtful 
SITEE COBLE LANE (T2) I IVAams 7 n 4 . L Corcoran (7) 
K-46 MELLDRS (231 U HejrorvEfc 6 n I R Farrart 

■BC500 BOLD KING (FR) (96) Mrs t. Jew* 4 !t a DGalagtun 
tfH CAMTEX CAPERS (19) (D) Vrs S Sn«h 7 11 0 SDurack 
Wi UWTUS 02) U CTnpmn 6 ic 10 WWorthkiglon 

JJViP INDIAN NECTAR (166) (D) F Srahercr 6ID RThonrton 


4.35 


MKchwtb 
WMarston 
0 Bumm (5) 
MrS btronge (7) 
S For 

Mr R Fontstal IS) 
UiNFetriym 
ASSntfh 


33P 5PY KNOLL (84) Mrs i. ftefards S 10 8 
T! W30 MEEANDTWO (It) J Vjche g C 3 
h X5442 AYBfl(12)CV*e*m4V)7 . 

1 CS54P3 WIN THE TOSS (24) R Sscnw 7 C 7 
73 4^-135 PARK ROYAL (22) (DJ r Sufle - J ^ 5 
v 6F S35 SOLOISM(I12) BAheiic: 

IS i€=U3. CRICKETING (24) TGec.-^ 7 X>Z 
•i. rjK- 0 IVORIAN (135) C Vfilfb 4 ti; 

-16 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Tamper Lad, 11-2 Camtex Capers. 6-1 Indian Nectar. 
13-2 Ayem. 7-1 Cob» Lane. 9-1 Unrius. 10-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Mosi 01 ifwse are pretty modest. ir.^: commeni certain, 
iy does ret apply 10 TEMPER LAD a h*r - year - dd p y*ig 10 
1 jve Dfanfy cl v.etghf to alder raaa Wih a us<?tul amateix 
Caereng 7b he is npl batfiv scaled 


10 0=51 TAXI TRUCKS LTD 107H ANNIVERSARY 
LZ-' wo l NOVICE CHASE (D) £5^00 added 3m 


BAULKING GREEN HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £2,500 added 2m 5f 110yds 

1 i -6332 KING TORUS (IB) (0) (BF) V formal 9 C 7 Mr A C-Jonos ft) 

2 354/3- ACT Of RVUMMENT (560) (Q) hBatey II CO MrRFofristtf 

3 30P-4P BIG STRAND (P7)(D) OUrte D CO .MiG Lake (7) 

4 T&iG CHISM (10) (D) Mss L Aha 8 CO .. . Mr J 0 Moore (5) B 

5 PPO-ffl COTTAGE CCIUNSa(27qMsLJft*fl 7 CO Mr R Mcherm (7) 

6 5-C04 DE5TM D'ESTRUVAL (21) Mss Hkngti a t?C Mr A Dempsey 

7 P33T- GORDON (402) MgeMobor SCO Mr E Walker (7) 

t PP1P- LORO KILTON (344) Us D Cowley it 00 Ur M Cowley (7) 
9 C-tRU MORAN BRIG (Pl2l'i Brawn 9 £70 MrJLjidim 

0 FP.H3Q MH GOUQfUY (17) |CD) Ms J Reed CCD Mrs S Godbay (7) 
h e-^-i PRIVATE JET (121 1 A &own 10CO » G Markham (7) 
^ jc^-PP SANDI DEVIL (14) kta S Smtfi 6 C 0 Mr D Dtekeraon (7) 
a UP -CO SHAAR1D (17) (D) (BF) p ilharexs 11 C 0 MrC Vigors 

« PP-FLF SNOWSHtaSHAKErt(Jll(qNTabtTCCt).l*CVteawrra 

ft - TR P STRO NG TR ACE |<3) ~ lAmhcws x) a Olfc P Crannwr (7) B 
* n-PS TRUE STEEL (18) J Tro- R*h 0 n 0 Mr J Trfcfrficrtph (3) 
- 16 declared - 

BETTING- 3-1 Destm D’EstmvaL 5-1 King torus. 1 1-2 Tme Sled. 6-1 Ad 
Of Parftmont. 7-1 Cham. 8-1 Mr Ga tightly. Shaand. 12-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Qr4y fair d Itic* warrant, ciose scrutiny True Sled and 
Shaarid's torm Bit rp*t? onoJ enouqh m the Ivw mlf, the 
slrencf.-tt cLuttk, ai? DESTIN D'ESTRUVAL jnu King Torus 
Thouefi his betow-par lasi-iime-o<ji run does temper confi- 
de-r^*;- scHnowrar Dostin dEstnivat nl be c-itiemeTy tiard ro 
boar ii he can bounce bod- to h>s be?4 m tr»s easaer cc«iv 
cony so he ro preferred 


NO HOFE HASSLE f31J fBi=) IS r 6 1 £_Mr4 DemtEOy 

5 - 22S1 WVETt DAWN (21) b 7 T WMarston 

THRTY BELOW (12) M Chsrrar TjsS WWorttingion 

CO CALLED TO IRE BAR (10) F Rtf. £ t) C U Gnffilhs 15) 
*V4P5 CHATERGOU) (14) (0| A Jsr.6 7 *) c 0 Burrows (5) V 

OS4PF EZANAA(11)Ks5Hh.'njs6’:r DGflftJjfwr V i 

J4FPP;. HIGH THYNE (38) (Dj P KcCc- i a 12 R Farram 2 

'TC-6 KING'S WHISPER (») (Dl “ f. O C RTTromon j 
1 UGWTB1 LORO (747) 'is, M Foster 4 

6- f=P4 TllffTOPARLEZpajCCre.wECT: PHoDey ■ 

“ 4JK« TOMMY COOPER (1 121 LVs S Vfarrg 3 Xi? S Curran f, 


5.05 


MrRForrtetel (5) 
. SDurack 
RBelaray 
MrGUfca (7) 
M Satdrakn (5) 


C 4-4013 WILLIE WALLACE (7) 0 C-NaJ ' 7? C 
13 ARCTIC GYPSY 5 Gdnz, ft: 

- (r’J LawiRALL DOE 1101 JP-Ur-rr- a Sj 
3 IS-3 PAJMLYN|12JSSraluttT«7^7 
■fi SISTER ALi (14) E Pearas 7 to 7 

- 18 declared - 

BETTING: 1 1-ID WYOf Dawn, 2-1 No More Hassle. 12-1 UgMer Lord. :4-J 
King's WMsper, To* To Ptrtcz. 16-1 E2anak. Mgh Ttryno. 2D-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

'^ery fpwcjr be 'jwn srrj hepg n a no? (tonyrtSed by RIVER 
□AWN. whose confidence hopiefutiy how been boosiod 
by an easy sm at odds-cn last time oul 


3.35 


JENKINSONS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (DIV I) £3,000 added 2m fit 110yds 

J 5063 MOTET (10) M Pftnan 5 11 £ yy (fenton 

2 frflOB YEH TABLE (12) (CD) 0 K 5 16 J. Corcoran (7) 

3 6364 AC CADBA A (31) s iljn, Vrr g n c DGaHagnw 

4 CANTER B URY I '.'^ gTse 7 0 .SDurttA 

5 504322 BPFRTDECOTTE(B3)(D)7J L lendettai711C MAfttgereW 

6 -RPtW RAMON OE N0UR3V (ifl) 7 Ca’tfadl 6 h ( M Batchelor (5) 

7 (£3 GENTLEMAN CHARLES Cl) P S V&snbs 5 r. 0 A Thornton 
e 3 s ffiWYCAND0(S9) SS7w«5a6n 0 Mr R Forrisfal (51 
3 COr-FO BLARNEY KING (14) K3eJ 5*0. 
tj rE.-0a KYLAMUNZUIA) JGtHgrJT-Q.. . 
n 25C3P PROSPEHO (107) MsAPenwifiri 0 

12 COM REGAL SECRET (25) H j Eva~s t it 0 

3 FPP-OF ROYAL DIVIDE (!02) C Berren 7 r 0 
V OW. TRAVELLING MAN (52) Mss C .‘Cfrsey 7 11 0 RFanartf 

13 233W OUTWABOUT (33) P ftocfls 4 10 5 R Thornton B 

% GAY CLOWN? Hate 5 0 5 . Mr D Olfaara p) 

17 WMH? OUB8UNG(M)K(imertor:5't0? BOMonlV 

-l7declwod- 

BETTINGiMMotet 3-1 EsprtDeCtfflB.M OurWAbout. 7-1 Wr Vmbfo. 
9-1 fcwparc. 12-1 Cwflarbury. r«_i Aetademo. Gay Clown 2u-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Out’N’About has I he term \q tin if clinkers work and rl wd 
be tifete afig to see J useful e»-Ftencn chaser Esprn da CoBc 
attracts sjtootl Pfkowi s anarwr po!»Ciirr^rrrwhAVajh- 
er has en ded a to ng lean spell put tne.nrysen torm rs MOTET, 
who has imprDved ance having hi? (ongue ted dawn. 


SHIRLEY COLLINS GETS MARRIED 
NEXT SATURDAY H'CAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4.000 added 2m 110yds 

08M3S TIME FOR ACTION (23| (D) (BF) C Mann 7 n 0 J Magee 
1-4250 TRUANCY (17) (D)£V*a»Tun 6H C. M Batcholar (5) 

CP-*i2 MANILENO (10) (D) Iks S WRsr 5 11 9 MrNFchfly(7)B 
l-FFF? SEATTLE ALLEY (119) 10) PBWrtber 6 H 9 AThonttn 

ifnra GETTHEP0lNrri1)(D)SiV*ig:sn7 .. DGoUogher 
FW22C TISSUE OF UE5 (17) (D) J Akefuret 6 h 5 — 

7 56551 AFTER GRACE 1 12) (D) N BA&cn 9 W 11 . Mr LMcGraOl 

f 3-001 SERIOUS (10) (DlfrCto- 9 On . Mr P F)ynn (7) 

4 -W(T BRUSH WITH TIME (23) (D) ih, S VWCuns 7 0 9 W MarsKHi 

10 (MW) COMPASS POINTER (58) (DRF)JEita3ce 6 ffl fl SDurack 

n u5£fejl SHAHRAN1 (12| (D| 74 Ouoraan 7 03 . -WflfarthliigWJl 

3 «4*f: STORM TIGER (7)(D) 3 Uetrf,*]. .. CWebbV 
G EZ-t-: STUDIO TVORTY i2S) (D) (BF) rt l>dun 7 01 . RThonWHi 

U Pi 'Pfr ROSIE (339) 3 Hun 9 WO S Curran 

- 14 decUrod - 

A fiT'/Ki w, mnn to: t Iok ftamJcop weighs Rme 5S tUb 

BETTWG: 4-| G« The Pootf. 6-1 After Grace. Brush W«h Time. 7-1 Time 
For Action Tissue Ol Lies. 10-1 Tnioncy, Handera, 12-1 Mtiere 

FORM VERDICT 

A trappy race m vihich several can be fancied. Got Tho Point 
ha3 wane sohfl farm tor the level but isn't cerun to be os 
effective n today;, cononcre. ne is nonothotoK one (or the 
shori-tes. as is me rie/eamg Compass Potntor, Preference 
though- is for uw n.form AFTER GRACE, whose boi-lnv- 
«ji de'ew oi ar, m-igim horve cnmiea her to go wcl again 
here, even alter an nib trie n her ranng. 


5.35 


S Curran 
. 0 Burrows, (5) 
. P Mottoy 
Mr h Monkey (7) 
MrPKuily 


4.05 


RODDY BAKER GOLD CUP HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS C) £8,000 added 2m 4f 

r.F-PP BB4GERSMOOR (17) P ftaxfbi 11 12 RTlWrtan 

2 SC-443 CAPBNWRAY (14) (D) J ifirg TO n T . WMareion 

3 FCttF PENNYBRffiGE (14) (D) D tdci'ofsor. U 11 5 MA Ftopersto 


JENKINSONS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (Div li) £3,000 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 355W1 BRONHALLOW (121 Ate 6 Wring 6 n 6 . .. . CWbbb 

2 2T6.T2 JM JAM JOEV 140) (D) D Gnsoel 6 71 8 .. A Thornton B 

5 «22« ANNS GIRL (14) JRB6H 1 SFto« 

4 BLAZING COUNTY tt Item 8 n 0 -- MrLMcGtadi 

5 0 ECO WARRIOR (59) D Murray imlh G H 0 - MFHzgmaW 

6 fUl -0? FOR CHRISTIE (12) N Hawke O tt (J _ 

7 ? CUNNABEBNG(l3^MroMfiwtarel5i7 0 MrSSwngepl 

fi -33P4P KERANI (USA) (51) K 5d 7 n 0 JMagoe 

9 R60F?C> MARINERS MaK»Yp4)R Snan^pai ml 0 HOUwr (5) 

70 6* 5ILLEME(l64jf3H£OarJ711[) RTtaffnlon 

II i-Off* SOLfTMERNHAY BOY (f4) Mr? S WfcPW 8 11 D . . W Mantorl 
72 -JPF2P STANMORE (32) (Cl SS*rY»rcd 7 HO- - DGatog'ier 
C 3-J6 STRONG BREW (1fl4HBF)K6«ey 7 HO MfRFnrrijtalD) 
H P35- 11 THINKERS EFFORT (83) H Day 6110 . - R Farrart 

S ft)F WATTSTHEPO»irt12)T(ie«p!6nO SDurocH 

t, t*2. ; PP ZAMBRANO (USA) (22) 0 VManc 7 n 0 IfcADwupmy 
17 &'4PJ) MESP (127) j OEhra B t) 3 . . - LCnreoranpi 

-17 dceJawd- 

BETTING: 7-2A(U»GtrL 4-1 Jhn Jam Joey. M Strong Bhwn6-1THrtwrt 
Effort 7-1 BranhaHow. 9-1 hewn, in Stamm. 14-1 othera 
FORM VERDICT 

ANNS GIRL gels, a cnance to supplement her Newton 
Abbe* gam Jim Jamjoo/BihetiMigwontorov rtihough 
ii would be no surprise if Strong Brew chowod he ruwirg 
behind Ihal horse on toe soft alt Kempton to be an wrong 


IrK* 


u* 




1 


THIRSK 


1.50 Bread Winner 
220 High Tatra 

2.50 Diamond Promise 
3.20 Amaranth 


HYPERION 

3.50 Gaelic Storm 

4.25 Peculiarity 
4.55 Kalahari Ferrari 

5.25 Scene 


GOING: Good. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: A draw dose to rai uau^r w 

■ Left-hand cowsa lewl m ADMISSION: CMo EM: Ttotef- 

CAR PARK: Fanfiy Endwn iCW OBN bw 

a LEADING TBAINEl^: J ^ ^ 

"SiSii J CarruB n-M8 (ns%L A Culhana «-oo 

■ PAVouHires-. W <lin . lllein aa» Susy WWta HfiS). 

(3KI\ Ibmgeod 


1.50 


ryl AND RATING RELATED MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
_ ^PV 1 ?) MO MKI 7f Penalty value £3,030 
2DCKV KHABARI854)(NhNS«ltaflRBdainan69W — - * 

SARTO Pteaw P 4 8 

OWW SHAMOM N W (FJWotU F WM04 
04250- FOREST CALI l 1 5 toongm 7 

0600-0 RO BEENA (19) (VaageGBen B^ J LEyTO 4 9 T _OT>gu 

60000 STARUNHP (71) 5 B 

4W BREAD WINNER (17) B fl ” "^L S™* 3 

SBOMJ DRAM TIME (16) (l*'- -terifar E RdbfcJ) ° ^ - n«tnm n 

^CEOF «MGON (1?) (KT Wr« « 

60005 TAKER CHANCE (16) (Eureka Racng) jH ahwinn 36 fl H * 

-10 declared - 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
8 

7 

8 

■3 

B io decrarea - 

BEITOG: ran Mod Wlmer, B-l FonitCalL Prince Ol Aragon, 7-1 Stamokta.TawCtwra 

aTSsawsrs , wi<'----'i— 

FORM VERDI CTT 
A poor affaY wf»cti <«• p^v^paiy 

and Tutor Chance |udged on actuated official rrtlnga. In 8» hope that bncere 
work the oracle, Breed Winner gets the vote. 

AGIN COURT & MIDDLE HAM TW1NNERS CLASSIFIED 
STAKES (E) £4,600 added 1m 4f Penalty Value £3,137 


2.20 


2.50 


32544- DESERT FIGHTER (JIM) (CD) (A Ftamg) Ws M Retriey 89 8 .. 

32IE- SHAFRSHAYES (187) (CD) (P Mrom) ^ 7 9 8- — Deen 3 

3 000-11 HIGH TATRA (2) (P) (WJP Jafecn ) S Wads 3 8 6_.. 

4 4600-2 CATULLUS l«4) (BF) (M D F Radng PartnerahW M Bel 3 fl 2 R Muter) (3) 1 

-4t»ctared- 

BETT1NG: 6-8 High TMra. 3-1 Crtuflus, 7-3 ShrtfishayBa, 10-1 pj*®* 11 Rs™r 
sse aWfehoyei 6 9 a A CjAwk 0^ (1*5 M fle«)ey) drawl (3) fi rai 

FORM VERDICT 

With no obvious front rumor in the Bne-up Ws is Hre^to tw atactkrfato.Tffe 

c8d nrt mOTnwrterea ShafBrturyea a year oga and Mary Re«tey wta afao fand- 

«J ihe prize w«i Desert Fighter 12 months earfler. vvl bo hopehJ of 

However, her duo are up agahst a (aat-flnpnwmg sorrfln HIGH TATHA, who quck- 

ened rnpressiveiy oM a modest pace at Upon. 

KNAYTON CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) £4,000 
added 2YO 5f Penalty Value £2^19 

LITTLE CkflBSTlAN (J M G Pianodons Lid) N TrMei B i J McArtey (7) 8 

TIME GOES BY (Mss Lio Bfam) J Berry BB GCartw4 

0 JBywUWTO(Eema7dB*ghSGanyiijntfaOw0ri)MWEaaBfby8i2.niMS 

0 DDOE FUfHl (21) (The &ifngton fartnersHp) E Aaon 8 8.. JtorroBI 

6 USA« (17 ) Msttate Hao *^) -1 Glow 8 8 . -GMWd9 

SOUNDS CRAZY (RsUJQwn) 3 Bowing 8 B — GSWegelO 

0 CHARLOTTES CHOICE TO (M WEasteby) MWEaa»t>y 8 6. -SHrmenwra (7) 7 

5 DASHING DENISE (19) (Wrtfon Bbodsfcdt Lid) M W Eastertry 80 GRnUnll 

25 DIAMOND PROftBSE (12) (Dantfid Racng Lid) P Bate 88 — RLappfn8 

02 PARADISE YANGSHUO (12) (Barry Mnly) M Chamm 8 2 --AM*tay3 

00 BOLD BOUNTY (12) [Northqate Lodge Racng Out)) M Bfttain 7 S.D Mamagh (5) 2 
- 11 declared - 

BETTING: M Dhmwnd PrtHnlra 3-1 Time Goes By, Paradise Yangahuo, 8-1 Usafl. iM Dtoe 

Flyer. 14-1 ChartaBa-a Choice, 18-1 .laminae 25-1 othera 

398 Eacutiw Evert 2 90 CLowttier (33-1 (PHadari) drawn (5) 9 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Rsrrn suggests the ssn. rests bafwaen Diamond Ftomtee and MRA015E VANG- 
SHUO. The latter has somethng to find through Baytown Melody, but the stables 
good run Is persuasive 


3.20 


THOMAS LORD HANDICAP (CLASS C) £10,000 added 
5f Penalty Value £8,084 


1 

008-0 

2 

12502- 

3 

023326 

4 

06000- 

S 

6137-0 

6 

45000 

7 

J6200- 

8 

0000-4 

9 

OSH) 

n 

0-3321 

1) 

53120 

c 

53060 

T3 

00300 

14 

00000 

15 

2006-4 

V 

52300 

V 

205553 

B 

Q54M 

8 

005+0 

20 

21-0 

21 

BOO-1 

22 

0181 

29 

350000 

a 

OHM 


DafeGfesonlS 

Dean McKeown 4 

. JOnbertsy Hart (5) 7 


J Weaver 1 

? — .S Sanders ZT 
,T Spoke 14 


^-ACrtttana 12 
_..GDuffleU3 


_C Lowttw 9 


HA’S DOUBLE (18) (D) (Ora S Antonia Deutn)JBenY4 81 G Carter 20 
-24tfaciared- 

BETTINGc 4-1 Tom Tun, 11-2 Unshaken, 8-1 Swyrtord Dream, 10-1 Ynang Bigwig, Amaranth, 
12-1 Storytaln; Jackie's Baby, 14-1 Amaranth, Farts Do Maun, Antonia's Double. 16-1 othera 
7996 5vsno4 8 OJF Egan 8-1 (P Evans) drawn 18) 20 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Mkfcflo to low numbers seemed to have an advantage n yesterday big- field aprtot 
here- The Newcastle form of TOM TUN has been boasted several times since 
The pick of those drawn low coUd be Qcker and RudTs PaL 


3.50 


MICHAEL FOSTER MEMORIAL STAKES (CLASS C) 
£10,000 added 6f Penalty Value £6,277 

K»00 MGRASHIE pi) (B) (Sup* Ptaafoec 2) J L Eyre 5 9 7 — -CLowlherlB 

MM a£SSTNOWD(SGU1SE(23)lAG5fa*) HWEasterbye^Q - -TLucasBB 

OTO-O CQASTAi. BLUFF (12) P) (Paul J Own) Pi LittmodBi 790 TG UcLarfilki 2 

35060- EASTHfW PURPLE (1B1) (D) (T C Orang) K Ryai 4 p o _. _ACldhane5 

rtSK G AELIC S TORM (6) (C) (D) (H C Racng Qb)M Jchnston 5 90 J Wearer 3 

'05®- REFERENDUM (183) (D) |D Uchois Bbodstockj D Nchcfts 590 ...JUe* Greaves 7 
XWF6 SSJAffHTPARK FUfEH (21) (D) (Cnro & Antonia Deuws) J Berry B 9 0 .K Dortey 4 

21- HABUfl (USA) (303) (D) IHamdxi Al Makvwnl J Gcsden 386 G Hind 6 

-6 declared - 

BETTING: IM Gaelic Storm. 4-1 Hatx*. 5-1 SeBuiretparit Ryer, 6-1 N^asiiw, Eastern Purnte, 
10-1 B k astogtortaguiae. 16-1 Coastal BJutt, 25-1 Relmrahim. 

1998 Fire Dome 6 90 Am Greaves 20-1 (0 ffcfwtisl drawn i5l 8 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Ttv grtMxl condaons wi be wtai here as farm pick Gaelic Storm wi surely be 
vulnerable Lrtess the gung to turned soft Habub «s an ntereswg prospect whJe 
Eastern Purple is emitted to be thereabouts i! ready first woe. but SELHURST- 
PAflK FLYER seems mdrfterert to the gomg and should be fufry tuned up today 
tokwring hs sharperwr at Doncasior. 


A OK I THIRSK CLASSIC TRIAL STAKES (CLASS B) I 
I £16,000 added 3YO 1m Penalty Value £10,050| 


I1C1- BO LDUf G 0E5 (229) (C) |G H & S Leggoin C Farrtjsr 9 9 Dewi McKeown 2 ;i» 
® T1S5IFEH (162) (BF) iM Bui«s Famly Seillementi 7,1 Jcrrettn 9 5 J Carrol 4 IQS 

13W- FlPAU»G(lB21(THBememTEa6Wty?4 . .. LCtenSliffl 

BJAWAASUL |USA| (21) (BF) [HamCan A! MakTCum) s l Ouflop 9 3 G Carter 6 700 
WI- 4 PECULIARITY (14) (D) (The Farnly Pannerdlpl 5 5rrjn gnT ..S&nCS « 

04-3 RAJWHAN (USA) (12) Ifittarrmad Jatwr) C Emum S it _ G Duflield 5 as 

-fidectared- 

KTT1N& S-2Tbalter. 3-1 P)palong,7-2 Peculiarity. 4-1 Bokfly Goes, EEawaasuf, 16-1 Rwwhan 
1996 Profc 38 IIPauJEydBvfrfifaviBrtflsidrjfln.Jierai nafwhan 

FORM GUIDE 

toot ^ 1 &et V '0 su-7 a rnte when vnnryng a List- 
edracoalHponfil good) with some ease Iasi August, beotinn Amo Don»» a Mh 
TlssHBr: 120000 gns yeartng. Showed progressive Torm lost season. incturSno when 
firesfreg 2 lengihs 5m to Fermval Hal n a Group 3 at the Curragh (tnSn 9 

EBawflaaul. UsehJ 2yo. Crash., g . -tenrjm tfwd to Guneas ixca Emouo ana wn- 
r»ng feund MBe on reappearance when behud at Doncaster ftoraanrttei Jrfli 
PDCularlty: Won a SS-Vtoer m^r, of York las: Autunm^todfiS 
^tehflthsWt to Dehoush r Used raw a! Kempion 
RahvtranrDe'tay-enwreo marten who finaheo 3 one-paced Mai vbSmSx- 
pnse Encounter n j hempror, marten ever last week oenna our 

VERDICT; PIPALONG was by tv the cl these laa s^awi »v< 




-- JCsroBB 
R Farmer (7)2 B 
B Winston p) 6 


30000- KHAUK (226) (A P ' jrtfcij Us L SttOW a 3 D 
050M WAGGA MOON ISO) (Ms Bmari M 5-iram 5 9 a 
046» AIIEENA (USA) (193) (RM»r«Jci! R Fahey 4 9 7 

2G065- BUSY WBIS (178) |UW7A>vm j 3 7 * ' ' PJ B 

4600- HUSHMONGYpSTJiKfl^^Th^j^j, g • 0»hm£h(S)B 
44006- KALAHARI FERRARI (K3) ^5 -.t 

3648 OCEAN DRIVE (18) fSuttterLmd fdfarr! Hay) t T n ii p 1 ^ 57 

(M TAUGEEDOJSAJTOiHan^AI^ 

-9 declared - ' ' GCater5B 

Bemmi: 2-l Hush Money, 4-1 Krtrtun Ferrari. KostraL * » , . 

Drive. 16-1 Khalft. Stray Wads, 25-1 Wsgga Mcrarr^^ wingtratf, a-i Ammu, 12.1 Ocean 
>996 T&w30njRiniMt>.ifU ra ^^ 

form verdict 

Mosi ofthsae have a chance on far; ol form Ameren* to. c, 

fresh, oul may iiavo roj jw best r g 1^ 1 ws-wpowa HUSHMQnfy^'^ 

cwtosM can bo maae tot i«j bcicw pa, Elions "“S whom 

i.<u ourng^ and umgeed 


R oc] LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLA«5« m ee 1 -^ , 
nilles & mares im PenaHy vS^clS? ***** 


iL -u,O l 4 / 

0 sw auEEtrs pageant <i«) m t ^ . 

<WHM SCENE (9) (CO) ,1^ j o^,, 3 * 0 -TIM I 

12Q» CATCHMEfWUtlftsJBtVw^jip—^.,., - -SOWBans^ 

ruvvre MBrrrreim-.»-rc».«,«*-^. “ SIT3 V-:3 2 -KDarfeyl 


S 25 b' ciSS. 

S . .. -iE 5 B; 

4-*066 TRJ£ OF MGHT (611 fY^npci&i«trlv ftv-irwf-nn, - ** Roberts 10 

^505 KQMLUQKYfIS) (Q ‘-V? 6 ' A “«*>» 3 

•TOW CH1NABERRY (in (Dj (Non*;*, KjSw'Sgy } , A B 
.. -lOdertarefl- 13 --DI*omBgli(q3 


BETTING: 7-2 SfHMantrty. W Scone. 5-7 CataT ^ 

7-1 Komlucfcy, 12-1 Plwsanl Dreams. Time Of NnM ^ 9e * n - Heathyartfe Tlprte, 

W8 CaJvtwe Urty 6 id 0 0 31 to. Ktaiora Hi Kate. 

FORM verdict 

AgtyylbpportwhiytaractNE who ha 7 

^ swl rt hander nwk ivto t»jiccd Utck from ^ ^ ett0rte ^ 

her reappearance to bo n cietMabfe Iturd n j ^'^PPOtotmq effanor, 

• • race San 9ta al Leicester 


1 
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RACING/27 


PUNTERS’ GUIDE 


Simon Holt of Channel 4 


Racing analyses today’s 


Scottish Grand National 



Newbury 


Young Kenny; Progressive stay- 
er. showing improved form to 
win at Haydock and Uttoxeter 
(Midlands National! recently. 
Has a big weight but on a roll 
Forest Ivory: Ran fourth and 
sixth to Yfoung Kenny at Haydock 
and Uloxeter respectively' Use- 
ful stayer from the stable that 
sent out Baronet to win last 
year and Moorcroft Boy in 1996. 
Hollybank Buck: Gritty Irish 
raider - sent over to land Eider 
Chase at Newcastle in February. 
Third to Young Kenny at Utox- 
eter. Should again go‘well 

Clever Remark: Unbeaten in 
three starts this term and beat 
Young Kenny (much unproved 
sincei first time out Unproven 
beyond 3m if but still fresh. 
Fbrfadet Vi Maiden over fences 
in Britain and fell at Ascot lat- 
est start. Fair hurdler last year 
but patchy form this term.' 

Fuji Of Oats; Remote seventh 
in the Irish National. Getting' 
long in Lbe tooth. 

Mr Boston: Gutsy old stick. 
Vtoa hunter chase at Huntingdon 
in February and a plugging-on 
fifth to Elegant Lord in Ain tree 
Fox Hunters'. Others preferred. 
Scotby: Dual scorer at To wees - 
ter and should be suited by test 
of stamina. Raised in class. 


The Next Waftz: The most pro- 
lific winner this season with 
nine victories over hurdles and 
fences. Well beaten last lime but 
keeps defying the hondicapper. 
Came lot Knight: Brought down 
in the Grand National and pre- 
viously placed in the same race. 
\feiy lightly raced nowadays and 
probably past his best 

Tell The Nipper; Ex-Irish, now 
with Martin Pipe. Second (no 
chance with winner, Celtic Giant) 
at Cheltenham. Chancy jumper. 
Peter: Marathon Newcastle 
winner this season but well beat- 
en last two outings. 

Prime Example; Good winner 

of his last three races (latest over 
four miles at Kelso from subse- 
quent winner Gigi Beach) and 
highly progressive. IVavels 
smoothly and lightly weighted. 
Bright Destiny: Consistent but 
oae-paced. Fburth to Prime Ex- 
ample last time. Outclassed. 

Pariah: Winner and placed sev- 
eral times in the North this sea- 
son in much weaker company. 
Conclusion: PRIME EXAM- 
PLE was always going well 
when winning at Kelso and. 
while facing a tougher task, 
could take advantage of the big 
weight concession from anoth- 
er improver Young Kenny. 


NEWBURY 

2.00: KENNET was held up at 
Nottingham and came late only 
to find Swift too good. He can do 
better on the likely faster 
ground having won on Ling- 
field's Equi trade With top light- 
weight Jimmy Quinn aboard 
again. Rennet can solve the puz- 
zle from a bandy inside draw. 

QQQ 

2J3(k CAPRI can lead a Henry 
Cedi charge. The Generous colt 
failed to stay longer distances 
last season but be rounded off 
the campaign with a success 
over today’s type of trip in the 
Cumberland Lodge at AscoL He 
is rated a more mature horse 
now and he can outspeed the 
very smart Persian Punch who 
is better over two miles. 

□□□ 

3.0: ENRIQUE has been going 
great guns on the gallops and 
should be capable of seeing off 
Exeat and Mntaahab. 

ooa 

3.30: A low-drawn runner; Bada- 
gara (stall I), won yesterday's 
mile contest on the round 
course here and the hint should 
be taken. Joe Pfenning on KALA 
SUNRISE (2) should be able to 
take up a handy position on this 
six -year-old who has frequently 
ruo with great credit, but little 
luck, in top mile handicaps over 
the past two years. Gaily Mill 
must be feared. 

□□□ 

4 JO: KILLER INSTINCT 
must waltz away with this maid- 
en if he is to be a true Guineas 
contender: 

a™ 

2J5: RADIATION was green 
earlier this season but showed 
be has got much tougher with a 
10-length win over 3m2f at Carl- 
isle a fortnight ago. Rirther 
improvement is anticipated now 
that be is tried with the bead- 
gear on. 


HYPERIONS 
TV TIPS 


2.55: Rqyal Predica scored 
impressively at Ain tree last 
week and will be landed to 
enhance his trainer's title cre- 
dentials, but SCOTTON 
GREEN put up a fine perfor- 
mance behind Celtic Giant at 
Cheltenham and has conditions 
in Ins favour. 


3J5: FADALRO has taken time 
to come to hand since moving 
from France but ran a great 
race at Ain tree last week, failin g 
by only a length to give 41b to 
Kinnescash. The softer ground 
should suit and he can go one 
better today. 

COD 

4.05: Young Kenny has rapidly 
established himself as a high- 
quality staying chaser this sea- 
son and could still be 
progressing. In this testing 
ground, however; he will find it 
tough to concede more than 
200) to SCOTBY. Richard Dun- 
woody is likely to put up a few 
pounds overweight, but is an 
ideal partner for this highly -con- 
sistent mud- lover. Fbrest Ivory 

finished sixth, 16 lengths behind 
Young Kenny on good going at 
Uttoxeter last time - but will be 
a more dangerous rival today. 

□CO 

4.40: GREEN GREEN DES- 
ERT is the chosen one from 
four entries that Paul NichoDs 
originally had in this race, and 
he looks set to gain compensa- 
tion for finishing a game second 
at Ain tree last week 
THTRSK 

4J5: The speedy Pipalong could 
well find this trip too far. PECU- 
LIARITY, who will have no dif- 
ficulty staying a mile, looks best 


10-YEAR-TALE ON SCOTTISH NATIONAL 



too tu too no mo no xna m2 no tod 


9 0 7 9 B T2 5 9 


Profit or loss to £t stake: Favourites -SM000 Second Favourites -ClflO 


Percentage of winners placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd In teat tec* 40% 


Sho»te«-ptjgjd winner: RoB-A-Jcmt (1989) 4-1 


wfamr. Kitone Ab bey pBOl) jjM 




Top JoCksy: No jockey Mae won fori race mote than once in the paa TO yeare 


FIRST SHOW 


Newbury 2.30 

C M L S T 



ThaGowWora 8*1 7-1 7-1 7.1 7-1 


12-1 D-1 1*1 TM O-l 




Prion (X Daml ZM 3)1 25-1 2)1 *-1 



Newbury 3.30 

C H L S T 


Ayr 2.25 

C H L S T 


Gtokbot 5-1 82 H 11-2 M 


Hal Leader fl-2 M 5-1 M 11-2 



9-1 12-1 B-1 11-1 0-1 


12-1 12-1 1H 0-1 W 


B-1 H-1 B-1 1*1 6-1 




IMMHaw 50-1 W-1 66-1 80-1 MO-1 


EecfrMy a feMtrite cutt, tktx 1. 1 3 
C Coal H Wan It L lactate S Shi** T ffe 



NngOITm an V w 

201 20-1 22-f 3H Zri 


»**• . 
..**>■* ' 




HYPERION 

2.00 Kennet 4.00 Quickstep 

2.30 Capri 4.30 Killer Instinct 

3.00 Enrique 5.00 Tumbleweed Quartet 

3.30 Kate Sunrise (nb) 

GOING: Good 10 Firm. 

STALLS: SiralgW course - centre: Round course - ouistde 

DRAW ADVANTAGE; Fkgrt numbers boy lor 51 to 71 particularly on soli ■grouvi 

■ Left-hand course with long straights. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ Course * S£ of icwn near A34 Railway station (service from London. Paddngtom 
adfoms course ADMISSION: Members {MB: Tareraafta CIO: S4vc FUig ES iQAPs halt 
price). CAR PARK: Picnic area E4. Soufomead S3 remainder Irae 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: J Gosden 29- tt? (34B%* P Chapple-Hynm 23-00 077' , j, 
p Cole 22-155 f1431oL H Cecil 79-93 (20.4%). ft Hannon 13-326 (55S.) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; L Dettori 39-A3 (213%). J Reid 39-256 (i£2:u T Qumrt 32-23: 
039*4 K Fallon W-1 34 (t9-»%). Pat Eddery 22-230 (9.6^). R Hills 16-120 (133 V 

■ FAVOURITES: W £28 OQSV. 

TONGUE STRAP: Writer Plains I2D01 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Broad Winner (150). Nlgrasme (350), Tamgoad (*55) 

o rift GRUNDON RECYCLE HANDICAP (CLASS D) M'TftTl 
l£^rJ CIO, 000 added lm2f Penalty Value £8,068 LtaMl 

RATBiGS 

1 05353- CU)AK OF DARI0ESS (JOB) (0) Srfrffll ft Kmto 4 OC POobbnfnS W 

2 40024- BORAM (195) (Or J A E Mceby) ■ Baking 4 9 n . . .K Fatal IT 37 

3 DOOM RJVB5 BEAT [1?) [D] (H^i Wnj jOLteSI K QuV 4 9 11 □ WBfcUH (7) 10 ffl 

4 4M- J0WTREG3rT(USA)P651 (Gjra0auugh5lul) Bl»fc493 .. . M Ws 17 85 

5 12331- HIGH AND MIGHTY (23B) Oretti Mchamned) J Goatfen J 9 8 . 0 Pester 20 89 

6 06500 LADY ROCXSTAH (19) (0) (Fiw 5dr RainertJra) M Syan 4 9 7 . R Coctratf 15 S3 


B35G3 KWG PMAII (7) H f\rttol M Pc^te 4 9 5 

tec- GRINKOV )1B3) (D) ffl Moon & ftvtnen.) H Mamson 4 9 5 .. 
500® KING QAfflfi (12) (EJtftlfcryl H Hanncr 4 95 - ... 

663*0 WHITE PLA1HS (121 W HI K &ThJ 5 6 9 a 
00500 SUPER MONARCH (21) (Cte^Se FR| K Rrte 5 9 4 
42/63- MOON BLAST £S6) W P M A J W Cook) M Sjbeun 5 9 4. 
30/23- HIGHUf PLEASED (USA) (333) (P Sauxier.l P Buravw 4 9 i 
ZW- MRAO£ISLAN0(3S9li > MvPT^nwi.i0BMar4«4 92 
0-0604 DIAIIIOND FLAME (19) (D) (Sewn Demands! P Hams 5 9 2 
44Q06 PttOflHCm (FRJ (19) p] (0 4 L Fhcng! □ Lkxre i g 7 
-50452 PVZZLBHB4T (19) (O) (Ms C Bncarl C Bmon 5 9 i 
25)44- ABSOLUTE UTOPIA (204) (D) (M T Laersce) N Seny6 8 0 


. . . RPrtcaS B 89 

CFkjOBf9 9; 

. .RHughMia 83 
. NCcBan (SV21 79 
. . J FortuW 14 97 
. . . S Droam6 99 
. MFerton 16 101 

NPolanl(3)4 99 
P Goods |5) 22 85 
NDsyl SO 
P Robinson 13 89 
. Pa Eddery 7 94 

F Norton 19 AS 

.jQuktnliOi 
R RePatric* (5) BIOS 
.AMcGtone U 85 


B 25)44- ABSOLUTE UTOPIA (204) (D) (MTLMrxce) N Sorry 6 8 0 . Pm Eddery 7 94 

» 4-4220 fid DE DANSE (19} (Mss A Jones) U Qurrn 4 B n FNortoni9fifl 

20 OO-W KEmET (19) (D) (Mss M C Frasetl P CuncKl 4 B fl .JQitenJlOl 

31 mttO SHARP SCOTCH (191 (JJDeiowylD Canal 6 a n . . R RoftaWe* (5) B TOI 

22 OOT- FINAL SETTLEMENT (266) (UMh Partner^hp) J Juriure. 4 68. . A McGlona 12 85 

-22tedued' 

BETTINQ: 6-1 tegtt And Ulghty. 134! Grtntaw. 10-1 King Priori, Atoolule Utopia. 12-1 BcnarL Joinf 
Regerri, Lady Rocfcaw, DLmrofld Ftame, Puatsmafk, Kennet. Final Sdttemeni, 14-1 others 
i9B9 Runand Chantry 4>QWn SwOm r-r co l» (Lord Hisangdon) drawn (tS> 18 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Cloak Of Darkness: Windsor mad err wmei hrM i me up Iasi season Good h cap 
3rd loBennovef CAD and 3rd to Edwarttan a) Hampton rinal stan Fncdaener aboard 
Boron): Maiden tnou^r smart farm n decern hanacap-a. 4 in id Kayo a Warwick on 
final slart. Pi BVKU& Tsre^rd to Quotes at Goodwood tram bad ikaw (2!P isgher ndayi. 
River Bant; Good spel with Marti Tompkns iaa season (SO lower snee Ljoesi w*r at 
Goodwood) Has changed daUes and bea watched alter seasonal 10th a hampten 
Joint Regent Interesting rumer n first hanrteap 4rti lo Qmei Assurance os /uvertfe 
and 3rd to Capn m Nnunaiket a year ago Fna chance and laabb tvwnci owmers 
High Add Mighty: Winner over (inter Iasi season (a Ctesnr and Sandown). Just 
3lb hqher lor lalasi Sarrdown wr from Veronica Franco but without the vsor today 
Lady Rocketer Notched an 8-Dmer curing May and June Iasi year (irom marks oi 41 
I0T1]L A Ikalhar 7b hgharlQdBjl and only 0th lo Swift at Noungham on reappearance 
King Priam: In decent form on AW. baaing Magcal Shoi at SouthweE 2nd lo Holy 
Smoke n amateurs' race at Doncaster and 3rd la Vtehte on AW Iasi Satuoay. 
Grinfcov: Progressive bst season with wns ol wndsor itwtce) and FoDiesione (baai 
king Prum) Acts on af grounds and ted Lady Rod-star and Diamond Flame betftnd 
when 2nd lo Corepeuoio at Brighton on final start. 

King Darkut; Came lo hand early last term (won et Kempt on) Pieiers decent ground 
and dropped 3Jb lor latest 8th to Carry The Flag in Rosebery at Kemptcm (stayed on) 
White PtakiK Wei hantfcappad on best term ProbablymoreettectiwonAWnoawa- 
days and poor showing « Rosebery at Kemptcn last Bite 
Super Monarch: No chance Irani bad draw n Lincoln. 7b ht^wr than when a line 
2nd to Saiga at York and Newmarket win from 27 rivals Chances over ths longer trp 
Moon Blast: Raced only twice tea term Best watched titer leaving Lady Hemes 
Ffighly Pleased. Bits at form n maidens for Ed Dunlop Without a run lor almost a year 
Miracle bland; Ex-David Lodertraned and an AW maiden wmer Lhraced snee 4th 
to Tensfle n Bevertey h cap a year ago From n-lorm yard and mnl drawn 
Diamond Flame: Wns gained on Aw tOJengrh 4 th to Swift at Natutgham last time 
and has worst draw to overcome 

Plnchtnc ha : 6th la Swift (wel beaten) ai Nottingham on reappearance Best tnp and 
wal hantfoappad » ccxid figira from rade draw 

Ptiz zl emeni: Gared two wns on last goundal mis tnp a Beverley (much txgtermark 

today) Iasi term 5-length 2nd to Swift a) Nonngham last time 

Absolute Utopia: Wei backed to been Duelo at henrton (Tmif) r August. Decani 

4th to RaWraw Ways a H a ydoc k (Vtef) on final aari totereaxig with Ra Eddery booked 

Rot De Danse: Ptaced on AW and Ittle chance on latest no-show befwid Swift 

Kennet: Easy wmer ol maiden on AW and str hd behnd Puzzlement when 2nd to 

Swh ti Nanto^iam. Stays and line ctence tram a good draw 

Sharp Scotch: tm speoaksl Bl Southwe* nb lower mark on hrl but dd netting be- 

hud Swift at Nottngfiam with lodayh apprentice aboard 

Final Settlement Lightly raced Iasi term and finehed with wns at Windsor (bear Fancy 

Deeutyt) and Lngftjtd (neck from TigAt) May strug^e on first on are e July 

VERDICT: KENNET shoiJd play a pramnM part at the we^^ arto tte low craw 

gvee hid an advaitaga Joint Regent woUdn't be a surprise winner n his first hand- 

cap and Mirada Island b another Beefy to be wel forward 

JOHN PORTER STAKES (CLASS A) £30,000 K-1-faSI 
_ ljv l added 1m 4f Penalty Value £20,040 UmbBU 

1 3BI3- PHSAN PUNCH (165) (CJU C 5«*h| D ESworth 6 9 1 TOann3HB 

2 B321- WPFB (203) (D) (Puce Fafid Sdhtan) H Ced 4 9 0 . . K Fatal 4 MS 

3 1434-1 LAfKa£SSE(21)(D|(MrsRMaszfitMczt JctnBeny58l2 . -IF Egan 7 tir 

62452- PfflNCEOFDQflAL(l61) (C) (JSGultail DArtulhnoi5 6 12 . S Whhworth 1 110 


5 <m* SHABV (12) lSew\w WhaSey) G Bravury 5 8 C MFetaoiiStr.’ 

G 3/144- PEAKWTH(242)ftjortWensw*)SrMaouw4G .1 .. OHolandll fM 

7 3021-4 PEGNTTZ (USA) (49) (0 H Vbafcl C &«an 4 8 h . . PRabkwrn9 W 

S oom- SADIAN (717) (D) [Pmce A A FasaJ) J Dirtop 4 B n Pat Eddery 6 f m 

9 50E2- SECRET ARCHIVE (204f) (Q (D) (M Stiafl fl Hamer 4 Bd Dan# DNeil 5 ’06 

t> 01061- SEKSNORIAL (USA) (159) (C^|JDCu«»0POtBpf4e-Hvaiti4B'n AHaWnlttia? 
Tl 2B03- THE GLOIBWORM (1GB) (DJ frton Mrs J M Corbett) B l-Bs 4 8 h UWII»2ftS 

- 11 declared - 

BETTING: 1 1-4 Capri. 3-1 Peak Path, SacDsn. 7-1 The OowWam, 8- 1 Arslan Punch, 14-1 Largesse 
Secret AreNve, 25- 1 Prtnca Of Dental, SelgnonaL 33-1 othm 
T9B& Posdcnas 6 B 2 T Qum 5-1 (P Cot) drawn 01 Oran 


AYR 


HYPERION 

1.55 Norsk! Lad 4.05 SCOTBY (nap) 

2.25 Radiation 4.40 Green Green Desert 

2.55 Clinton 5.10 No Quarter 

3.25 Fadalko 

GOING: Heavy, soft patches. 

■ Left-hand galopbtg course. 

■ Course is E of town on A7sa Ayr rail sawn (service from Oasgow) vn ADMIS- 
SION: Club £25. Grandstand Et) (OAPs hall- price) CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Revetey 2& T50 (17j3%L L Lungo % 1B2 043%). J J 
OTMH 20-135 (16%). P MonteWt W-144 (125%!. C Parkar W-96 (HA% 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 39-196 HBBM B Storey 27-170 1155%). P Nhren 
19-127 715%). R Supple BL-OO (10%). S Tbytor 12-71 (169%). R McGrath tl-7fc (K5%1 

■ FAVOURTTES: 166-425 (391%). 

TONGUE STRAP; Radiation (2J25L Bdlasor (325). Hollybank Buck PDSL Uormughty 
Man (4A0L 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLERS: Scotby (405) navete 435 mtes. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Radtatton fZ2b\ 

[1 ce l PURVIS MARQUEES HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
l,w l £6,500 added 4YO 2m 4f Penalty Value £4 ,500 

1 Tth KORSIQ LAO (12) (0) (0 Ubrrf) P ffchcfc 12 Q . . JTczatd 

2 634291 RAJAH (USA) (35) (HaadBy FBcmg) A Stroeu tf) V T B«y 

3 42104 THAMtS K0TH (14) (CO) (Cfcrylon fr&y PShp) J J L'NeB tt 8 L Cooper f7) B 

4 5401 NOUVEAU CHEYAL (14) ID) (KngM Haute M Ape 10 5 A P McCoy 

5 4-2321 BfflANO (Ffl) (22) (M 4 Ms fl Andenon Green) C Parter D 5 . D Parker B 

6 000 SECRECY (iqiSSenrielMHamncnd « 0 . - BHanlng 


TOl NORSK! LAO (12) (0) (0 Mfartf) P ffchcfc 12 0 - - 
634291 RAJATl (USA) (35) (Heaflsy FBcmg) A Street, SJ ® 
42104 THAMtS IC0TH (t« (CO) (Cbyttm &gby PShp) J J i 


3 42104 THAMtS KEITH (14) (CO) (Cbyton &gby P5hp| J J C'Nei t} 8 L Cooper f7) B 

4 5401 NOUVEAU CHEYAL (14) <D) (KngN Haute Py*M M PT-e tt 5 A P McCoy 

5 45321 BRIANOpi) (22) (W4 fihRArtfcraDnGrewijCParter C5 . D Parker B 

6 000 SECRECY (14) (S Senple) M Ham-nccd ao . - BHanlng 

-6 declared - 

AMnuttwapfc TOa Tii»/andfcflp want SocreeySsrati 

BETTMO: 9-4 Nouvobu ChOvaL 7-2 NoraU Lad, 4-1 RaJntL Briano. 9-1 Thanks Kekh. i2-t Secrecy 
1996. No conrepOKteg taco 

FORM VERDICT 

NORSK! LAD i best beta ComStnns wi play to U«s thorough stayer & strengths and 
though weighted up id the- best of his form, he may sti be too classy lor man dan- 
ger Nouveau ChevaJ. 


o oc SCOTSMAN NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (C) ■ l B KH 
£35,000 added 3m If Penalty Value £25,533 UStm 

1 - 11201 DARK STRANGER (FH) (10) ffeny Nei) M Ppe 8 tl B A P McCoy 

2 -21T1F JOCKS CROSS (21) (D> (BF) (Mrs G Hamsonl MBs V IMterra B It n N WBbmson 

3 21026 SCOTTON GRSN (32) (CO) iSccncn Derelopmentsl T Eastertty Shi L Wye> 

4 Foma RIOT LEADER (31) (Mr & Ms D AGarfilei T Gkcrge 9 n 4 RWaUey 

5 04f PI RADIATION (iq©) (Arm Duchess c( VteJtrtnsH) J J ONei 6 it 3 P McGrath B 

G WF3i GBOSVENOR (14) (D) (R Ogden) P Mcfxte 6 11 J - .. Rftimraody 

7 tJthO SAD MAD BAD (USA) {3) IP □ Sarfl l*s M Reve»y 5 a 0 PNtvefl 

0 422371 MIKE STAN pS} (CD) (J M Cnctent) l Lmgn SBC Mr B Gtoorr (S) 

9 30-F1F WISLEY WARRIOR (31) IWetey Gotf) N TwCkxvDavvs 8 tj f C Llewelyn 

B 30-34F STORUCALLt36J(a(CNWhtens)t3Whfcn98«f- S Taylor 

11 IrtP Alttffi BUCKERS (71^ (BF) (A M Grazetnx*, D R Du Cicz) K Safey B a 3 . AMagunt 

12 O&KM CARUH.S J0Y(12) IwaMreDAasndt) T Geoge B BO- . fl Johnson 

13 P52P4F THORNTOUN HOUSE (35) (WM JtrtBkne) JGokfc-6 OO D Parker V 

- 13 declared - 

MMrunmbhCTOz rnte / btocw iwgto. Carrrw s Joy 9sf82r, IhyrnoonHMxia >30 
BETTING: 5-1 Mb Son, Rial Laadu *1 Groartmor, Jocks Cross. 7-1 Dork Stranger. Section 
Green, 9-1 Wttey Werrtor, 1 1-1 AinW Budtets, 12-1 RacflaUon, Sod Mod Bad 33-1 Others 
S96: Papensng 6 n 4 A DoDbn 3-1 1» (G Refolds) 12 tan 

FORM GUIDE 

Doric Stranger. Fanner Charie Btoote trained winter ol two win hardcaps over 
2'/t mies in JBiuary but outclassed a Midmay Of Flete at Cheltenham Should do wh- 
ter bade in todays class 

Jocks Cross: harovlng winner ol tfree novee chases ths lerm. vws chaflengng when 
M three out at Bangor (3m. soft) Iasi month aid has every chance d making amemefa 
H none the worse 

SwBontkMniUsaUperfarmeffrinwce chases ttw season and martaned tanr 
when galara 22 length 6th n Celtic Giant n Kin tout (3mit good) at Cheltenham 
Lowes the soft end has a grea chance 

Mol Leader Much mproved junper who won three over around 3m before refctwig 
Ihe extreme dstartce of the NaDonal Hum Chase at Cheltenham (4m. good), (inuring 
a neck behind the miner despite his jockey losng he wfip 
Racflatten: Has had successM Ee&On despite looking a hard rue a limes Fmtsned 
fired Biter bang driven out to win a novice ai Cartels (3m2f. goad ro soft) Iasi ume 
Grosvenor Has risen 9ti snea makng ai tor very easy 8 length wr r a Newicm 
Abbot (3m2tsotl)hanticapl wo weeks ago jumped wel tnsr day and sia on upgrade 
Sad Mad Bad: Ran no son o) race when tafed-otf behind Royal Preaca at Aimrc-o 
£2m4L good) ha ttne but 3- times witnar of 27- rnie novices. Info unknown with n- 
creaaed tfstance today 

Mtta Stan; impnwng chaser (lumped much better Iasi two nm) mho -mcr a neak 
novice over C4D «ry easiy last momh Has new Jockey today 

WWeyWknfan Had every chance when tafcgai the ath vi 4m Nahorut Hum Ouse 
fit CMtanham Not out flirt on strength ol previous novice terxfcap «*i ai Newtxirv 
Storni Call; Beaten when lei ante last n a 2Vrnie novice here last month, stetes 
shown best fbrni over an end looks ifo agartsi fi here 

Annie Suckers: Dsappontag tavounw (jumped poorly) when poiiwj up 4 out M 
hW Shore Party ai Ulfisster (^n2t heawypasi month but has chance on win m mares 
novice at Tbwcaster pm2fl taefc n January 

CarmoTa Joy; WVwtg pointer but has shown noting the season ndudrtg when one- 
paced Octant fourth at Uffwefor pm 21, heavy) Iasi lime 

Thsmteun House: Poor maiden chaser who tel Iasi tree and ioc*s rot oi tv- 'depih 

VERDICT A romber ol improvyig handtappere comes mrs eveni Among item 
fe Jocks Cross, an lucky later las time, and easy Newton Abb« wtww Grosvenor 
Mite Star also to raotTK category ana swuld benefit tram ite aam <y he ca 
pabte rtder. to a dose reca however, the nod go« to SCOTTON GREEN, a CSC wr- 
iter who ran an ewsiara race a cnenenham, jump® wel and wf be very wed^ -sated 
by die ground. 


FORM GUIDE 

Persian Pinch: Gamed Group 3 wins a NewmarteL Sand arm and York last year (ad 
over 2ml Comes to Mrs early and C very %ugh. Fxie chance 3 ,-k snotiat up 
Capn: Wmer firs am* up las year and ctose 3rd m Queens Vase. Fmsted wfih wn 
It am Raaah and Sasuu n Cumberland Lodge ;sn4ft Oovous efunse a: best tnp 
Largesse: Confirmed las seasons Ayr form with Seaman UtZcer wren a 3 -ie nn th wm- 
ner ai Doncaster on reappearance $bffor task today and LWa cut 0 Sw ground 
Prince Of Denial: Decern handrcapjJer when g'cund is soft 5-lervjin 2nd 1? Alcazar 
«i rrwetea Listed race at Doncaster on final start, looks ouzdassed 
Shaya: i*SJ behind Secret Archive here East Augiei and S-ength 2nd to Generous 
flea X Kampton cn reappearance B*g outstasr torfov 

Peak Padc Badi macen winner first wrw oul las seasan jns firssred w-th sayng. 
on 4fft la Sea V*ws n Great vatigror bgrmy raced jvre to ptogress 
Pegniti: nth n Guineas and uok oOvamage oi mafoen grads X Wndsor Plenty to 
find on laies AW4m ic Pas de Memores at Lmgfield 

Sadlan: Fine swyer and was supplemented tar St Legw r^Zi a attar Sate- 
buy wn from Secret Archive Lftering cortteroer ttaj-p ma ■/ s^r coma on for run 
Secret Archive: Handicap winner riBfe and tetel by SaJan cn Mowing SalWury run. 
4-tengin 2nd oi 3 la Bomwig a Haydock rwefl cn feat start Ass, on las! ground 
Seignonol: Goodwood handicap wnner tenet success! j in testing ground n Franca 
Ukety to find the, company too hot 

The G tow-Worm: Suri n [he Derby. 5th 0 the Gres Vita^eur and 8m m the St Leger 
ModasT 3rd of 5 to Dark Moonuance* a Newmatker flea 1 rtart f.tey sziig^e agar 
VERDICT: Wince was onenner nnnrwi for me in-icm Henry Ceai here yesterday 
and reports are tavroratfe concerning CAPRI, wfc has repcrte&y improved a tat smea 
tea year Persian Punch -c a tough Cup none ana he came to hard early tost sea- 
son The trpocn me short side tar nrt burners sure 10 uv^Cap-’i a nsi for hsnooey. 

lo n ri| GREENHAM STAKES (OASS A) £30^00 added M- T n I I 
3Y0 7f (straight) Penalty Value £20,040 kU3i 

1 CCK-B COMPTON ARROW (14) (= Pensetl G Butts 9 0 .. TCterei3 99 

2 04. ENRKJUE par) (D) (BF) |IW(^CS Famly- h CeO 59 KFaSonSIir 

3 23c- EXEAT (USA) (218) (Lsiy Ha-icon) J Gosdso S Q OteKrlllS 

4 00444 MVADER(14)(9teknhV)rarnniedCte>aAIU2i.t5^iCBracr:90-PRobntson4 82 

5 46in UUTAAHAB \CAH) 1202) P) iVlCTcm W LtrtoJ'.', = Cu.O: 3 0 ... .RHBs7114 

6 C4-] NOW LOOK HERE (14) (D) (S L EflwnSi B F.f.tron 90- . J Fortune 6 90 

7 0332 -C PERUGtNO BAY (14) (BF) yO FrenreTi 9 Mef/JSr. 90 D KoDand 2 Jt?7 

-7 tJectored- 

BETTING: nans Enrique. 94 Mutnahab. 9-2 Emm. 20-1 Compton Attok No* Look Here. Po- 
njgkto Boy. 50-1 Invsmr 

T39fl Vojry Has 9 0 J fiN 7-1 (? Chapple+tyami aa/.n T) 6 an 

FORM GUIDE 

Compton Airovr.Kepi on to head msci; grtaro as Ascot Senator 3rd [puieti 

hard) ro Dehoush at Kemptari a torv^jht ago Sable r. C'aven Stares 
Enrique: vfign -aass Barathea cob arid cwar-cu: immer c Goodwood and Newmar- 
fcet before a 3-Jengtn etn n Oewnurto. Reportedly ji grea: form cn home gafops 
Ex ear: Very easy winner of maiden at Hayflao- ana then fin? 2nd W Open ft Rrm 
Monty FteiLmed tame attEt -»tti to A^atv ai Lcngchamp Ssaple r. grea form 
Invader Only modest form m maroerts and. though sharper t r hartScop 4th ro Tact- 
ful RemorK at Kerrpion loc*S outdassod Stable nod winner nere yesterday 
Mutaaftob: Confirmed Goodwood supenorcy a 310 p xnd wist Glams n Ftoyal Lodge 
at Ascot On ‘acrer gram- todav but Tine cnancc widi s-oiae si crac>xis form 
Now Look Here: Haysocfc maiden winner a fortnight age CsdSTC beaten ti Ffipon Iris 
weei so faces massive ‘osl 

Peruglno Boy: Nursery wwiner at York ana seemirigry no: lP D fits 3*5 tfisap- 
pofttment when ettonciy fanoad atHoydoc* this montn Jtast d 7 n rwa Lake) 
VERDICT: The DewHursi Scales foim needs a bocsr and ENRIQUE mav supply 
it. He s reported nefMvwara and may not hove crtrfu=«hs cear a Newmariiet wr«sn 
only fourth to Mujaniti Royal Lodge noner Mutsahab vnS oe a srona nvaJ with he 
SUtHe knocking oui the vctiere and ExeaS nads from a wrtlariy n-tarm -yard and he 
was asked a ccupfe cf suit cjuettians after Ms Haydock maiden wr. 

o on I SPRING CUP HANDICAP (CLASS 6) £25,000 M-fSl 
J,ou added lm (round) Penalty Value £19,050 LImU 

1 031*1 RIGHT WING (2tJ fD) (Earl Caasgan) J Dirwp 5 K 0 . . TQtHnn7V!CS 

2 65C3-5 PANTAR (12) (Dj (R rtenre) I Sating 4 99 KFNknlsnv 

3 i-OGfi WEETAJIUNUTE (14) (D) (Ed iVeennan Kajag?! RncEnshead69 3 4 Fortune 9 1 15 


4 TXE1- ADJUTANT (203) IJ R >3oodl B Meehan 4 91 FN Eddery B I0T 

5 220M SILK ST JOHN |2T) [CD) 1C R S farmers) ti ftysn 5 9 1 RCodmiwIOna 

6 .WO ALCONLE1GH f!2) U DawJ Abel) M 40 e R Hat* 15 ns 

7 403>4 ABAJWIY(5)(D)gWto.iFdnnerS)MaHVcr]58Tl.- R Hughes 3 112 

0 65001 KALA SUNRISE (5) (D) IA e Neettiam) C Srarh 6 B 6 4Famtog2lQ5 

9 55320 THEHHEApI) (CD) (R Gudge C Lsubi E R LEran 6 5 B _ . P Doe (3) 5 J07 

B 65510- SLEEPLESS (174) (C) (BF) (Urs A Scctoeyi N Graham 5 57 . DHoRandlZ 95 

n C035-1 TOPATDRJ (9) (D) (M p 3cwiq| U Tcro^re 5 D ■: S Drown* T7 100 

C t^*- 2 GAU WLLfS) (Di (BF1 <H Hart,) ' Baorq 4 6. i SWNMrtbfilOS 

0 T-44}. BERING GIFTS (177) (0) iGG Pannerstip) PCofe ^ fl 3 . . CRuttwl 109 

M 06054 FORUM (201) [Wyck Hat Sari) CBrOtan 483 NPoUard P)20 U3 

6 2100- SWEET PEA (262) (D) (Mchoias Jones) J Durfop 4 82. - Quinn 19 105 

C 50040- KING OF TUNES (FR) (196) (D) (Mre E Shwhanl J Shseran 7 3 2 ._RFfiwtch11 120 

17 55520- RADAR (16R) (DJ (BF) (J E Smsi M Jarvis 4 B 2 . — PRabknan 18 1>2 

fl 6B2-1 BOMB ALASKA (22) (CD) (TAss 0 Swret G Bakfog -SO . . ..SDrowne 14 HW 

fl 00600- SECOND WIND (174) (C Wtown) Ifcs, G Kafoway 4 7 fl Martin Dwyer 16 98 

20 0060 NOMINATOR LAD (21) (D) U P urariam) □ McMahon 5 7 ti . „_.SRigWon4 hi 

-20dBCtared- 

BETTING: 7-1 Pantar, RigM Wing, Sift Si Jofti *1 GaBy UilL 9-1 Kala Sunrise, 11-T Bomb Ato- 
ka, 12-1 Topatori, 14-1 Therhoa, 16-1 Abaiany, Nomtnator Lad. King Of Ibites, Radar. 20-1 others 
1998. Yariort B Sjon 4 9 12 R Cochrane 0-1 (B McMahon) drawn m fl ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Hight Wing: Classy hamScapper when there e cut m trie ground Besl with wamng 
tactics and Uncoto winner from Captain Scott 51b higher Good draw but ram wi hefc 
Pantar. Conastem <n top hancficaps and had Tbgatori in 3td when wtming a Good- 
wood. 3rd r Cambridgeshire (31b hvjher today) and better for Rosebery 5th 
Weet-A-Minute: 18} tower than his AW wm from Thekryaaa May not have stayed fowl 
when relumed to turf at Haydock (6th ro Coutthard) May find some of these too good 
Adjutant Bom wns ganed over 7t on fosi groiiid Lfcety type on his fired success at 
Haydod- by a net* from Aram (rest we# beaten offL bb figher today 
Silk St John: Progressive last season arid dd better than Therhea and Rantar when 
2nd to S*en Daffiance ai AscoL Batfy ctawn n Cantos and 7D |xJ tor w lengths with 
Right Wing on Lncotn running 

AJconteigh: Ughtty raced last tErm (4th to cfcq MAitaM a Doncaster) and can do 
bener after needed run behind Carry The Flag n Rosebery (wot) 

Abajany; Wei drawn and sure to be sharper tor he 4th to Bafiiwick at Windsor. Beat- 
en only 5 lengths it Combs and gets 9tt> pul for |us> over 1 length with Right Wing on 
Doreaffiter niming last September. Stable «t form and tie! dnwm 
Kala Sunrise: Wei handcapped on besf forrn and came an lor Lncotn nm (10th from 
bad drawl to beat flf nvats at Leicester Fine chance from a favouabie draw 
Therhea: Urescut n trie ground and trad hs surface when 3rd n this lasr year Weil 
drawn when Oh to flight Wfog to Lincofo but faster surface a worry here 
Sleepless: Has won here and goes we* hesh Won at Leicester and Newcastle las: 
season (7fl and chance would increase for plenty of rairv f*»ly riandcapped 
Topatori: Showed hs «*n being with Leicester wit pm) from Gaiy Ml pushed out to 
score by under 2 lengths. Chances on the book but poor drew to overcome 
Gaily Mill: Progressed to win 3 hamScaps last term and humped ita when 2nd lo 
Topaion at Leicestec -wo bener oft and goes on al grounds 
Bering Gifts: 2fo leaver than when a decent 4th to Shtoug at Newmarket but cfcap- 
ponied at Bnghton when med r Mnkere "jood *aw and stabte won Rosebery Heap 
Fonim: Fated to progress last season (some sutf taste n Listed raoesV Cdiid Oe con- 
stoered as a lire outsider with a good apprentice up but has worst of the drew 


14 eel FUTURE CHAMPION NOVICE CHASE (CLASS VSKS 
A} £25,000 added 2m 4f Penalty value £15340 131 

1 PF2h2 WBEE(1B)(D)(BF).JAhfi4jhleyaPKBert»iPlifchcis7n C . JTtatert 

2 5TP0-3 BOUCHASSON (FRj fSl) (A Stsnneti] P Hobbs 6 n 3 RWidgsr 

3 I-tiE CLINTON (8) (0) (BF) (£ N Tlcmasj hBaieye h j . . NWUaroon 

4 3538-n QUEENS BRIGADE (19) (DJ (Mrs F T Walton) J iVafon 7 tl 3 B Storey 

5 ?H2F5 SCOTIA NOSTRA (19) (CD BF) (Out The Bo* Flatxg.i J J ONsS 7 n 3 . .R McGrath 

6 <F2Bi ROYAL PREDICA (FR) (9) (D) (P A Deal) U Ppe 5 ?5 fl .. .. _ ...APMoCcyB 

- 6 declared - 

BETTING: 11-8 Royal Predica. 5-2 IrWre, 7-2 Cinlon, 11-2 Scotia Nostra. io-i Queens Brigade, 
20-1 Boucftasson 

>998 Errescrav " n )R(Vrvsi 0-t (Mrs 5 Smth! 8 ton 

FORM GUIDE 

Irbee: Useful novice chaser twon four times ths term) who tooled unsrafed by the 
Iasi -ground when disappearing odtfc-cn favourite al Sartoown Cm 4f| last month 
Bouchaason: Former Freryawameo gewg. made aiccnvwvjntg chasing debut ol 
vifincarnon (2m. good to softt pjnpmg poorly to he 10 lengths third to Coiacry Beau 
Clinton: Luc+ed a top nonce w«h rwo early season vnns and was going vrel when 
wrogm aowri a Cheittnriam Seenwigty no etouses when outpaced 2nd behnd Edek 
vree Du Motrin at Aaitree i3mU goodV Renan to shorter and soft sreund Should sut 
Queens Brigade: Generally modest chaser, often tat down by jumping pul n he boa 
ever pericirmance lo oome horn nowhere to wai at Hediam i2m goad to salt) 

Scotia Nostra: Dts-appevlmg (avoume wheri 17 length firth bervid Queens Bngade 
C4t worse chi at Hoiham Iasi time arter Lay-oil Would probably prele: funner 
Royal Prerfica: Put n he. best periormance since being darned out of 0 Bartaer^ 
stable n France when an easy S length yretner at Artree weamg first time Winkers 

VERDICT: Royal Predica. another French recrji tot Mansi Ppe. won wet n good 
company last nme and w* be famaed to boost ris trainers nue claims today trtooe 
should apprecaJe the carter .ground ne wrt meet today bui ihi© t>ggest irtreeatooks Bi- 
ley to t» CLINTON, a top novice over today s tnp. 

SCOTTISH CHAMPION UMrTED HANDICAP IRKI 
J,£a l HURDLE (A) £25,000 added 2m £15,325 BBhI 

1 rtjvn POnTB/TATE (USA) (12) (D) U ffetjent M Ppe (tl 7 . A P McCoy 

2 BELLATOR (!) ID) iP fkrisrdson) Mss V Wlans 6 n 2 . _ ... .NWBBartson 

3 221121 CRAZY HORSE V«3) (CD) lAaiteyear*. to«s»v«naiLLirgo6fl4 R Supple 

i 25P62 FADALKO (FR) (7) lR t^pdeni P fictelfc 6 04 . . .RDuiMOOdy 

-4 oedared- 

Uuttrtwn W6upnc vatic line remacap wegftt. Om Horae- Va HO. FadaSo iflH :t>. 

BErnNG; 1M Crazy Horse. 2-1 Paternal*. 7-3 Fsrtalko. 4-T BaDater 
1996 Etomvia Wna 5 n 5 R DinwcrXty s-f. taw |M Pipe) 4 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Potentate: Has been novice chasing nm r Cethcan at Chettenrarm Shewed stl a 
smart huider when mateig as to wr at Chepstow [jn sot:) two vreeks ago 
Beflator: Former Toby BaJdro trained hurdler ran 10 V. lengtns sevenrn pertmd (stafiraq 
r ChampKn Hurfoie before hrasmng B lengths fourth lo Krnesoash under a c*g weight 
or Anree tzm. good) «si weei- 

Crazy Horae: toforowng hurdfer who tacted lop Class on hfe esi run when a 
very easy 8 length wmer ol valuable- novice race a heteci tirrtt heavy) 

FodaBto: Flan we* n Coral Cup ji Chetienham bectre putang in a areal ran lo be a 
length seund fa Kmnescash m A nitre* (Betaior 7 tngttis back r fourth and 31b bet- 
ter c4f) Iasi week 

VERDICT: Although there are only four runners Iris promises to E-e a very close 
earnest Crazy Horse has improved an season cut has yei id encounter annate ol 
ths dasi write Mann Pipe urns Potentate r tta race n preference to J» moves 
cnase BeJlator wi appreciate ine grve r :r» greund mai tie <Mn« encounter aAr- 
ireebui the votejusi gofls to FADALKO. vet another premsmg French recruK io jump- 
ing who has taken time ro corrw ro nano tor Paul Ntahofls But fooxed cn the i^igratJe 
al An tree Iasi week and will also appreiaae conanons untteriooi 

fTncl SCOTTfSH GRAND NATIONAL HANDICAP tfaXH 
^‘V J I CHASE (A) £70,000 added 4m If £41 ,550 HfiftB 

1 -’Sim YOUNG KENNY (28) (DJ 0 j F^xfl P Beaircn 6 fl A .. . B Powsl 

2 43334 f, FOREST IVORY (2fl) (Oil Fasten Pan?) D ffchcisan 8 U 0 . RJotawn 

3 JCnPfl HOLIXBANK BDCK(2S) (DltfAsS WbrwriA JUarufl n fl . .. N Wmamswi 

4 2I-1H CLEVER REMARK (70) tfcKJ Small) J OWO 06 _ ... CllauJe 

!- I3-30F FARFAOET v (FR) (17) pF) (C M E jfi R f B mahami M Rpe€ 04 ...HGreene 

6 4-ITXi FULL OF 0AT5 |I2) (M &adfwfj P Hcoas 6 02 R Wklg«r (5) 

7 23iU5 MR BOSTON (9) (M K Ottiaml R Vfoatace M 1C 0 ... BHtmlng 

6 nj:ii SCOTBY (MWMre B M Searfcl P Bu3» 9«0 RDuwoody 

9 2CUJ THE ffifT WAU7 p4] (C) (BF) (Mrs U rteytsj L Lungo SOU RSuppte 

C CAMEIOT KNIGHT (7) (M Gases) N TMsnrtLwes ODD .CUawByn 

n 220002 TELL TTC UPPER (32) (9 J Cregj W Ppe BOO APMcCoy 

C -2FiP4 PETER (37) (D IMflansi D WWan? Tl 10 0 ANagure 

0 5-;m PRIME EXAMPLE (22) (C| fl C-gcint M Tc-dhxitei 3 10 Q _ . . . .A Dobbin 
- BRBHT DESTIMV (22J (Cl iStra+ayz Rubftshngl J <3c<de a 1> 0 . . . R McGrath 

6 3P3U32 PARIAH (BJiWsD Uteri M Toofuma 10 CO MrJCrwrtfly{5) 

-15 declared - 

Minium i ost twrandcaptmcns Scooyw r»J» rft-ivo: waeasf 13S CamoWfowW to 

f JK>. fcfl fiuHscv 92 TOta ft*r ft3 OS, Pm; E-atite iE -'O. Bnffs Oesuy Ssr : !b. Pgron Sst 20. 
BETTING. 5-2 Young Komy, 11-2 Clever Remark. 6-1 HoBybank Buck. Scofoy, 7-t Prime E«am- 
pie. TeB The Nipper, 14-1 Forest Ivory. EpFaradel V Full Of Oats. The Neil Waltz, SB-1 oUrars 
IMS Barone: 8 fl 0 A I'ogure ’ < <0 Ncrut-:<ru IB tan 

FORM GUIDE 

Young Kenny: Fare young chaser, prwen -a amnia with vans ei Greenau Grand Na- 
tions Thai end. mos recemry vusands f-iaiic-rkU at Utioneier wrtZl goefo lo soft) bear- 
ing Grand (isonal Bwc Ces u a Gay oy B fongms. tost rswruh 
Forosl Ivory: Lfcuaiygame slayer (ima rWrtsn MatKXiaJ) but Daow form -.-.-hefi w.-er 
rhreaierBig fl tarvyn 6th to Young Kemy ifovett f 'h Mvfond Nanjnal ffl UtlMler. Slays 
torevw bui unB-eiy re be good enough 

Hottyoank Buck: fl lengths third to v-ckjpq dwebl n foe Wdtand 

r-iatiorvaj m a tract' wbren dri not appear to tuii hm Better judged on Sdw Chase 
wr at Newcastle 

Clever Remark: Won valuable Cvade 2 hi San down t3m. gt>9d ro sett) r Feb- 

ruirv arx) holds Young Kenny on i.^nt over 'im r i laa ftoverrt-er Fine cmsrtg prospect 

bul uni'ied ffl this extreme inp 

Farfadci V: E«-Fcerich eraser who ran poottv ow nuimes n the C-crat Cup al Cnei- 
tinhum ana c^vp irtae r tor encoursgemern when tefing n a Novice Chose X 
Ascot <3m -jo^a ra wmp lasr mown 


Sweet Poas Farrty weighted yai 4fc (ignei than her Newrime^ win Iasi June Bener 
than he latest hflnefcap run suggest. Jtmmy Oumr booked but poorty drawn 
King Of Tunes: LMte on tis ttoy and 2nd n last vkits Ijncota (Right Wing 3rd) Lnes 
ifo fresh again sc has chances meeting Right Wing or 15b bettor terms 

Radar: Promsod nuch after Sandown wn last year but only 11 to to Raheen ai New- 

market when tanoea Prefers cut nthe ground and bacSystewn here 
Bomb Alaska: Molten wmrwr here last season ond Deal Zuro at Doncaster on reap- 
pearance Prefer: some dig « toe grpund but chances ccmmg oil a ha pace 
Second Wind: Without a wn snee a juvenfe and has efi Pad Cote. Best showing 
last term a 1 -length 2nd to Sfcbah a Newmarket (TDtawflr today) 

Nominator Lath tbu^i sen on a W mark after Us Ayr wbi last Septenfoet Faded H 
ourxiUfodn I’better for run) and 7b better off with Rrgtn Wing 
VERDICR A torn drew has proved a real plus n the race over foe years so Kala 
Sunrise, who is ptaced in stal two has a fighting chance of reversing Lincoln form 
with Flight Wing, who is pretty wefl placed himself n save A drag d ran wl increase 
Rjgm Wngs chances, as d wi SLEEPLESS The Night Shift marc e ftawn C and 
coiJcl be me answoi with her abity lo go vreJ ivnen fresh Bering Gifts and Abajany 
are in with a shout from a good draw and King Of Tunes can go dose on na Lincoln 
second of last year 

A nnl NETHERAVON MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £6^00 added 

_ uu l 3Y0 fillies 1m 2f Penalty Value £4.728 


1 C- AMARETTO FLAME (187) (2nd Harteqrar Pshp) B Meehn $ ti . . G Harmon (7)9 

2 ELA ATHENA .’AfiSdaeQMJarvrs 8 it PReftswanlO 

3 FB1CT NIGHT (RE Sangaer) PChsp(*+ty*n 3 n . JFbrtml 

' 0933-3 UTTIE PlPPtN (14) (Jfcs B Srew) G BaicSng 8 11 S Drowns T2 

5 0- METLE SONG (2031 (Saeed Manana) C Brttur B n OPesOer3 

£ 0- NO RESERVE (USA) (186) (BF) lOveden Stud) H Cod 5 tl K Fatal 11 

" 63M) QU1CXSTEP (14) (Lady TennartJ H Hannon fl ti . . Dann DUB® 2 

6 0- ROYAL PATRON (168) tSe Gordon Bnntcn! J Ckrfcp 8 n T Quinn 6 

9 0- SPANISH LADY (162) IWnataww Overseas Hddn^i ) EUriop fi n . PMErilwy7 

fl STRING QUARTET (H E Sjnpaar.i P Oappfc-Hvar: 3 it . .... . R Hughes 6 

tt <2- TMEfaJOPYLAE (173J (A ClVEfoanjkM) P Cflte a 11 ACfer*4 

C VANILLE CMS Raong) P Ctap^frrtyarri 9 n RHsvSnS 

-12 declared-' 

BETTING: 3-1 Rrct NigM. 4-1 No Reserve. 5-1 Royal Patron, 7-T Thermopylae. 8-1 Little Pippin. 
10-1 Spanish Lady; 12-r Quickstep. Strtog ChiarteL 16-1 ofoers 

Q9fi no corrESpcndng race 

FORM VERDICT 

Some good pedsyees n me line-up and a k itefy that the un&powd ones will prove 
too good for Little Pippin and Thermopylae. The betlrej needs watting but one 
of the best bred files n truing ra FIRST NIGHT, who a wal regarded, and she can 
help boom Feu* Crappte-Hyama good track reconi. 

BURGHCLERE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) I >1- fall 
£6,500 3YO lm (straight) Penalty Value £5,150 UUSU 

1 D- ALRASSAAM (1S8) (Shakir Aimed AlMaMpun) Mjann 90 .. P Rctofnson 7 .’S 

2 BLANKENBBffiE(RE&drga«|PCh3ppfc.Hvan9'3 . . RHmAlB- 

3 CO- BLSOIA BABY (USA) (162) (ttakBum Al fibktoUTi.i B l-Bs 3 0 - . UH9SI181. 

4 0- DETECTIVE (200) (Hghdere Raongj j OoGrten 9 a . .... . OPesfierl4S7 

5 D- FANDANGO DREAM (16E® (Mcri^Racsig) U usher 9C . W Hutchinson (71 13 5? 

6 GOLDEN PRINCE (G E K Tec) R Harron 9 0 QaneO'Ndl2- 

7 2- HOUGOUUONT (183) (Mrs P l’ 1 &krynl P yfehryn 99. _ PalEdday 5- 

8 2- KILLER INSTINCT (267) (BF) (Thorautrtired CorporaEri H Ced 90 .KFaBonl099 

9 J- LAKE SUNBEAM (lB*i (Mcivfned Siriaty R Hsnran 90 .. RHugrias&T? 

fl SAKjOR AHOY (Lott Levertuhwi R Jofinson Houghton P 0 . S Whrtworth 9 - 

n SfflDONS COUUON (Ftconoera Qua Cetwra Gnxc iS90l J his 9 C . R Hite 12- 

a □ STITCH IN 711IE (12) |H P Garmnvr) G Brawiy 93 . M Fenton 3 5fl 

13 TEYAAR iKrnait Syndcate) J CUKfo 6 fl . T Quinn 4- 

u 2- TOBRUK (198) (RE SangsofiAK Coins) P Oappe-Hyam 90. . JFflrtunaiSB 

- 14 declared - 

BETTING; 1-3 IGUer Insdnd, 7-2 Tobruk, 10-1 Lflfcn Suifleam. 26-1 Alnssaaor, Haugoumom, Toyaar, 

33-1 Btankenberpe, Detectrie. 46-1 others 

flBS 34 cb )Ury Servia- 8 9 T Dunn 9-1 iMQraraon) prawn pi fl ran 

FORM GUIDE 

AJrassaanE 33-1 on only start at Newmaricet when tah of 27 (8 lengths behnd To- i 
bnii) to Easaar Stable yet to tick I 

Btankentoerge: Gefoad newcomer by Rp's Pride Stables second string to Tobruk 
Buroa Baby: Woodman coir 7th to 50-1 shot Kimeena Lad n lesdng ground hero be- 
fore utn to MtoaaMuf at Doncaster Can improve and stable has started wel 
Detective: Massive lash for newcomer irr 26-rumer Tan ertak Hou^non Sales (no 
show} The type ro do a lot better n second spel and stable m fine form 
Fandango Dream: 66-1 and always rear when 14th of fl to Flavian at Newmarket 
Golden Prince: Pofch Patna newcomer from a stable that can throw 14a an outseler 
n these type of races 

Hougoumont: Formidable gelding beaten S lengths by Devtfs imp r a mm dh a HO 
Killer Instinct: highly rated Zaforec coil who sorted a 9-4 or at Ascot on only juW- 
nie start No match n dosing stages fix Compton Admral (Craven Stakes wrrner tfVs 
week) and trainer says he wfl come on a tat tar this nn Guteeas faveurrte 
Lake Sunbeam: Nashwan coh who ran very weB on oriy start, leadns 11 out una 
headed dosing stages when 3rd to Mutawaweq at Newmarket (ton Sue to mprove 
Sailor A'Hoy: Newconer by Handsome Saior and irtkdy to figure 
Sfddons Comiaoir Common Grounds newcomer out of Mss Stadons Probably best 
watched r this strong maiden 

Stiteh In Time: Unraced at two and ran green ai Kempton 12 days ago when nth ol 
12io Oute Incredble Seenaigly KtOe chance 

Teyaar ftsl srart lor Polar Falcon getting (out ol Law Sooety mareL Market besl guide 
lo his chance and Richard Ouinn booked 

Tobruk: Excetort and to Godofohnls Easaar or Newmarket with 25 rivals behind Sure 
to irnprove In second spel and wfl prove hardy rival to the fovourte 

VERDICT; KILLER INSTINCT had tvs problems after the costly defeat at Ascot 
and there Is ittto doubt he wfl be a better horse with this run urder his belt He re- 
mans a strong fancy tor the Guvraas so wfl have m pass ths test rr style to justify Ns 
position al the head of the market Tbbruk b foe obvious threat 

jc nnl COMPTON STAKES (CLASS B) £14,000 added 3YO 
° ,vu l 1m 2f Penalty VtiJue £9.180 

1 TDfiO TUMBLEWffi) QUARTET (14) (C)(BF^(Lrit*yeedPtshp)Pltehan 91 J^tBIrfetyS 

2 0fl PRIDE OF DMGLE (21) M Damn) M Bel Bti M Fenton 8 

3 37- DEAL FAIR 099) (Boor G van LBrtum) H Ced 8 n WRysr7 

4 DCSD- FOREST 94ADOW (1S3) (C) (R E San^to) P Crtaoote-Hyam 8 Tl JFortU»2 

5 331- SCAN (229) (She«i Mohammed) SeMSttute ATI „..OPee8er6 

G 4& LUCBO (IBl) (Ms H Focto) J Ontep 8 n .TQuim3 

7 531- OKTO (1B5V uhcrou^ted CapaaKr) H C«i B 11 KFotonfi 

B 24342 SSIGEANT YORK (10) (A E Nwdem) C Sn«h B 17 J Fanning 7 

9 1X4 CAPE GRACE (14) [G StrawbndgeJ R Hannon 66.. .Darn 071094 

-OrfseJaretf- 

BETTING: 7-2 LocUo, 9-2 Oath, 5-1 Forest Shadow. Cape Grace, B-l I scan, 7-1 Turn btevreed Guar- 
let. B-1 Deal Fah; 12-1 others 

1996 Ctaptem Common 0 13 H FTrench 7-2 (L Cunani) drawn (2) 2 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Thra is usuoly quite an fTtormatrvB ccmra and today rivxid be no different with 
nearly al foe tug yards having a rimer or two. Himbleweed Quarter has the bes t 
form and Should nprove al (he trip but he has to ave Mmght to the Derby entries 
Incan and Oath and even more to foe lily CAPE GRACE. Both Iscan arid Gain are 
fctiy to irrprove a tot tires season but Cape Grace has the advantage al a tun and 
wfl be staying on strongly up the home straight 


Fun Of Oats: Lately out of form, he finshed fated-off on his test run in Ireland two 
weeks ago. and tool® hdd by HoBybank Buck on Bder Chase nmrg 
Mr Boston: Veteran stayer who usually runs in hunter chases these days and was 
outpaced from a tong way out behind Elegant Lord a) Ain tree fzm 61 good) last week 
Scotby: Improving chaser who has won very wofi on fas Iasi hw nrs. both at Tow 
tester pm it good to sett) He looks ftely id stay the entra distance and ooJd go 
very wel under ha igfa weight 

Trie Next Waltz: Consferent sort harrag busy season, wvmng so hurtles and three 

Chases before dsappointhg favourite r hurdte race at Carfisie 12m 41 good to soft) 

last tvne. Todays dstanca should sutt but has had hard season 

Cametol Knight Veteran stayer, third to 1997 National but kgfrtty raced foe season. 

Bttotod when brought down at 22nd tence n Grand National last week 

Tail Trie Nipper Ran graffl race cn first mi arcs leaving Michael Boungans stable 

to be M lengths second to Celtic Giant n foe Km Mur at Cheltenham (3m H good) 

lasl tme. However has not wn for 14 months and sa suspect Mnper 

Paler: Normaly conestent slaying chaser who won over 2m6l back in January Looks 

beta by The Lasr Waltz on Its Iasi run. when firwhtog Olengtha tourth a C-artete 

Prime Example: tnpaovng nandcap chaser who won ar Ketso rarer 4m (good) on 

his last run. Not out at n despite carrytog XU) rnore lhan aSofted hancicap wagfn 

Bright Destiny: Wel out of handtaap and held by Prime Example on their fares run 

at Kelso (4m good) 

Pariah: UnrefiaWe chaser, unproven over foe. Usance, ww-paced second ffl Sedge- 
fieW las: week rarer 27 r mtes 

VERDICT: Young Kermy woAd haw bean among foe market leaders al Atotree 
tosi week but Peter Beaumont decided to pve him another season to mature Ha re- 
ports, however, that foe horee is rr fine form tar tacking ths race Lfoder tnp vreght and 
Young Kenny prwed foal he can cany big weights to victory when when wnwrg foe 
Mtofands Nfflional n smAar grtxrid. He hashewrever had quite a hard season, wrong 
rwo marathon races akeady and mere may De better value etoewhere Hollybank Buck 
looks Busty to finish closer than at Uttoumr fitted with a first -rime tongue-strap and 
with Norman Wfcmson booked to ride CLEVER REMARK, who has beaten Young 
Kenny tfts season over shorter, has been tenderly handled and looks we*- weighted 
Prime Example is havxrg an excelent season and has place dasns ai least 

MITSUBISHI SHOGUN TROPHY HANDICAP WraTH 
CHASE (B) £20,000 added 2m £13,394 ISfl 

1 2TSX2 GRffll GRffll DESERT (7) (D) (Mrs A Tr**rel) P Mchols 6 tl fl . ... J lizard 

2 emu OSCAILAN DORAS (12) (D) (BF) (Ms L Wflamsj F Mnphy fl fl 0 AMaguIre 

3 JF3S6 SOLSG1FT7H pQ (Clfl (BF) (Kmerton Farrrery J Barday 8 DO R Johnson 

4 0Ud&4 BLAZING DAWN (5] (Di (JHubbuckJ J tki*<** C OC - ... B Storey 

5 45FCKJ0 HONAUGHTY MAN pi) (C) (Mb K Wwchfiad) E Came QflO .Mr 0 Fagan 

-5 declared - 

Uranum urerertr ICO. Irus handkap mtghls: Oscar An Doras 9s Sets pun 7a iOS. Kong Dawn 

7a. Akreugriy Man 5a -*4 l 

BETTING: 2-5 Green Gram Desert 9-4 Oscall An Doras. 12-1 Bfaztog Dawn. 16-1 Sotegtoti, 100-1 
Moneughiy Man 

1393 Lake hariba7 fl2T J Mnjtoy 7-7 (P ffchofls) Bran 

FORM GUIDE 

Green Green DerserC Ran a race to be 7 lengths fourth n the Queen Mother 
Champon Chase before loeptog-on to be 3 'A second to Flyrg tostnioor over today s 
top at Artree last week 

Oscall An Doras: improvwig handeap chaser who has won (our nmes over 2m tfas 
season but dte&ppolntng favotKite when one- paced fcvtfi r Martel Rasen (2mU good) 
hantScap chase last Umfi 

SotegWi: Party useU cha&ar who wst three ernes m ihe autumn aver 2mU ondartwl 
Lost his chance after a mstake r a 3m hancicap chase ffl Newcastle tosi time. May 
no! have Ihe pace to wr rarer 2m 

Blaring Dawn: Modes] hanrtcapper who has been n and cur ti form foe season 
Not good enough an bests ol on&peced 4th n hancficefl chase el Keteo this week 
MonwgMy Man: Vary poor chaser who finished wetbetmd a wetheroy (2m. good 
id firm) on fts Last tut 

VERDICT: in a dtoappceitng unoui tor iik vatoabio race GFGN GREB4 DKERT 
e foe only one of these five rumers to feature n foe hancicap proper, and although 
ha has nearly two sons to concede to he rivals he should have foe class to do so 
Ferdy Mvphy£ Oscall An Doras has improved all season and looks the threat. 

c in| ASHLEYBANK INVESTMENTS STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
q,lv l RACE (CLASS H) £4,000 added 2m Penalty Value £3,548 

1 20 HEAD FOR THE HILLS (55) (D) (BF) (D S Brarmg) P BeBUiwii fe 71 11 . .B Oatfan (3) 

2 31P NOOUAHTEH(9«(D)(BR(IAsCAVfa!B5lKBaley6l7P NlWUamson 

3 121 BIElJU(D3EYE(26)(0)(&mi>TOKaicn) Jltaiai4 n 8 .CRafcrm 

4 331 FfSKKTS LAD (19f (D) (S T Bcoikr) M Hammotd 4 71 S NKoroctttQI 

5 2- BAUKCLAY KlfHS (3S6) (l Gise J Taqvi B Leahwday) F Uurpty 5 n 4 ,_a Uavare 

6 H0HTEL(DFAtoortjKBatey5n4 RWMfay 

7 PPD3-2 JUST MflSKEY (70) (Mrs R Usughan) N Tason-DavissB Tl 4 CUa w ivii 

6 PRINCE OF PERILS l J Hadanfll J Hstaahfi 5 Tl 4 . -BrBfflbsonB) 


9 RWSTTRIX [U« S CalherwKidl N Richards 5 tl 4 A Dobbin 

t) 5 SHOTSJN WtLLY (42) (Roach Foods Ud) D Ncttfetn 5 n 4 RJofnscn 

H SONOFflQSS(T3ThomsonjnThOTKcn5ll4 - .. ..DPWtar 

12 *6 UM)fflWRAPBl19)IGav<*nU4»fcA51l4 APMcCoy 

O ELL-AYFfiE Mss L Priraij Mra L fYsrart EDO 

14 4 RETRO'S LADY (14) (Rncs Lady P^hpfNTireBi^tenes Sf) ^.CMaude 

O 22 SOLWAY EIRSZE (26) p A Hamsoi) J J ONefl 6 fl 13 -RUcGtah 

* AZTEC SUN Siufl P3rtnerhp) J JeHetot 4 fl 72 (.Wyer 

T7 NOUSAYW (A k'Ccfins) J J Orie* 4 » i2 RDUwooth 

- 17 declared- 1 

BETTING: 5-2 Ireland's Ey», 4>1 Hoad For Trie Hills, 1 1-2 No Quarter, Solway Breeze, 6-1 Hoh TeL 
Shotgun wmy, 16-1 FshkTs Lad. 1*1 other* 

«« Craiy Horse 5 11 4 Mr B Stocn (7) 4-1 (L Lungo) 13 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

IRELAND’S EYE 6 juS aboui foe form ptefc and. proven n very soft ground, fooka 
the one to beat He won Oetiferefy from Sohray Breeze and Head For Trie HiHs 
fast nme: even wifo a pul m foe weights, that pair look beta. Nousayri e an mer- 
fcstng newcomer and shexid be watched doseiy n foe BettrQ 
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The Sweeper 

BY CLIVE WHITE AND NICK HARRIS 


Wor Kev will not 
be halted by war 


DESPITE BOMBING 
I i. \ close to the border 
' “ J with Hungary as the 
Kosovo conflict inten- 
sified on Thursday, the 
Football Association said yester- 
day that it has no intention of can- 
celling England's friendly with 
Hungary in Budapest on 28 April. 

“The view we take at the mo- 
ment is that if it’s safe for Man- 
chester United to play in a 
neighbouring country from where 
all the bombers are taking off [the 
European Cup semi-final, second 
leg in Turin], then it’s safe enough 
for England to play in Hungary” 
said an FA spokesperson. Steve 
Double, yesterday. 

The friendly is coming under in- 
creasing criticism in some cir- 
cles, not so much because of the 
safety factor but because of the tim- 
ing of the game which clashes with 
the climax to the season at home 
and abroad. 

Kevin Keegan, the England 
coach, is sympathetic to the de- 
mands of the clubs involved and is 
expected not to draw too heavily 
on the resources of championship 
contenders Arsenal and Man- 
chester United when be names his 
squad next Thursday. Chelsea, 
still involved on two fronts, will, of 
course, be much less affected by 
call-ups with only one player, 
Graeme Le Saux, in contention for 
England selection. 

ONE WONDERS whether 

H L \ the Draconian mea- 
W •; sures of the FA in deal- 
ing with Robbie Fbwler 
for his cocaine-snorting 
mime might stretch a little further 
afield on Merseyside, in the direc- 
tion of Prenton Park, for instance. 
If the Liverpool striker was foolish 
to do what he did, for which he in- 
curred a 132,000 fine and a four- 
match ban, then the Ttanraere 
Rovers manager John Aldridge is 
doubly so. In his autobiography, 
John Aldridge: My Story, which has 
just gone on sale, he details, from 
his playing days, an off-the-ball in- 
cident involving himself and an op- 
ponent 1 quote: ‘Typically, I sought 
retribution. I waited for the ball to 
go into the other half of the field, 
checked to see if the referee and 
linesman were looking elsewhere 
and walked towards the defender. 
To make sure he didn’t suspect I 
was after revenge, I avoided eye 


contact and walked past him. Then 
1 turned and elbowed him foil in the 
face. The defender dropped to the 
floor and lay there motionless.” A 
reader voiced his complaint about 
the passage in a letter to Liverpool's 
Football Echo last week but it met 
with an unsympathetic response 
from the newspaper's letters’ edi- 
tor. Who is he? Tommy Smith. 
Enough said. 

FOR SOME people it 
i L was inevitable that 
rW /' George Graham would 

bring success to Tot- 
tenham. bat winning a 
major trophy in his first season m 
charge and going as dose as they 
did last Sunday to reaching a sec- 
ond Wembley final exceeded the 
expectations of his most ardent 
fans. He has certainly exceeded 


SONG SHEET 


In praise of a man loved by 
the reds. (But not the reds 
of north London) 

** Ryan Giggs, rtyanG i ggs , 
ranglj&ddwn die wing. 
^r^Ryah Giggs.Ryan Giggs, 
r'^S^running down the wring, 
'^'.v^eared by the blues. 

loved by the reds. ^ 
n^ySfi?. .Ry?n Giggs 7 


. Tunc. RObin Hood 



the life-time expectations of his 
one-time Ganners’ boss Don 
Howe. In his Sports Argus column 
recently, Howe wrote of his pro- 
tege: “if there was ever a player 
who I felt definitely did not have 
what it took to be a top coach it 
was George Graham! Running a 
night dub? Yes. Running a foot- 
ball chib? Absolutely not The man 
who has built his success first and 
foremost on one simple ethos - 
discipline - was the kind of play- 
er who was always after an easy 
training session, a “fun morning”, 
as he called them, so he could just 
flick the ball around Instead of 
doing some hard work. He was 
regularly hauled into the man- 
ager's office at Arsenal and told 
to start working harder. Bertie 
Mee would even resort to drop- 
ping him four or five times dur- 
ing a season to pull him into line_ 



Mascot on the mat 


Name: Poacher the Imp. 

Club: Lincoln City. 

Appearance: White hair, large 
ears, toothy smile and horns. 

Crime sheet: During the last 
two seasons the referee has, 
on two occasions, had to insist 
that Poacher leave the touch- 
line and head off up into the 
stand. The problem is that 
Poacher wears the Lincoln 
strip during matches and this throws the linesmen 
into confusion, especially when it comes to mak- 
ing ofiside decisions. “It's been suggested that 
Poacher, who stands 6ft 6in with a head 3ft in di- 
ameter should be easy to distinguish from the play- 
ers,' said a spokesman for the club. Whether the 
officials are myopic, or whether the players have 
some peculiar appearance-altering pre-match 
snack, we do not know, but identification appears 
to be a problem. Poacher’s only alternative might 
be to strip off during a game but, given his de- 
scription, perhaps it wouldn't be prudent. 

In mitigation. your Honour Poacher has been an 
Imp for the community for some time and has done 
great work for local charities. His greatest moment 
was leading out a long line of mascots from across 
the country before the last England Under-2l in- 
ternational at Pride Park. Derby. 


My Teams 



Norman Wisdom 
Everton and Newcastle 

Actor and comedian 

“I like Everton because they're a big club and over 
the years have usually done well in both the cup 
and the league. Over the past six seasons they've 
struggled but made sure they've not been relegated 
The fans are so passionate, it’s like they will the 
players to stay in the Premiership. I'm also a New- 
castle fen and, although I was upset when Duncan 
Ferguson left Everton. at least he went to anoth- 
er great team. Some of my big pals are also Ever- 
tonians. including Ed Stewart, Derek Hatton and 
BUI KenwrighL and my agent's son, EUiot Mans. 
We often got to games together. Just keep your eye 
on next year, the Millennium. Well be back up with 
the big boys, winning everything once more." 


it probably won’t come as much 
of a surprise that his nickname 
was ‘Stroller’.” So the next time 
he lays into yoa, Ginola. about not 
working hard enough... 

m w - AT LEAST David GinoLa 

I L \ can expect a better 
" W send-off from George 
' f Graham, if and when he 
leaves Tottenham, than 
the former Spur Vinny Sam ways got 
when he left Everton three years 
ago. Td like to wish Vinny well." 
said the then Everton manager 
Joe Royle, “and thank him for the 
one match we won while he was in 
our first -team." Samways. a player 
of deft touch and control, was not 
always folly appreciated by some in 
England ithough, unlike Ginola. he 
has won an FA Cup winners' 
medal), but he now appears to have 
found his natural habitat at Co- 
pacabana - that’s the British -style 
pub he runs in Grand Canaria 
where he now' plays for the Span- 
ish Second Division side, not the 
breeding ground of Ronaldo and co. 

upr- Because of Uefa's in- 
* v \ sistence that the FA 
MB . Cup must have an en- 
trant in the Uefa Cup 
next season it means 
that had relegation-threatened 
Everton beaten Newcastle Unit- 
ed in tbelr quarter-final last 
month, the Toffees, instead of the 
Geordies, would almost certain- 
ly have been European-bound, 
due to the feet that the other semi- 
finalists are already guaranteed 
European football - Manchester 
United and Arsenal probably in 
the Champions’ League and Tot- 
tenham in the Uefe Cup. I bet Liv- 
erpool would have loved that 

dip- FOR TWO seasons the 
| residents on a new 

w w J housing estate in Sun- 
deriand (built on a for- 
mer football pitch) have 
been in hope that the Wearsiders 
would return to the Premiership. On 
Tuesday evening they could finally 
afford to celebrate, none more so 
than those like season ticket hold- 
er Susan Charlton who lives in 
Promotion Close. “Kevin Phillips is 
my favourite player; it's ironic that 
he should score four," said the 
31 -year-old primary school teacher 
who lives, naturally enough, at 
No 10 Rofeer Park Estate. 



THE PRICE IS RIGHT 


** WE’RE BACK. A £6130 
1 a \ draws treble (on the 
r “ J easy-to-get FA Cup 
semi-finals on Sunday 
being tighter than an in- 
sect’s procreation gear - over 90 
minutes - following Leicester and 
West Ham proving reliable bore 
draw merchants on Saturday) has 
sent us shooting back towards our 
highly-ambitious £200 double your 
money target and we can turn the 
screw this weekend by doing what 


we’re best at - predicting draws. 
Struggling Coventry may be held 
to a draw by mid-table Middles- 
brough: the similarly indifferent 
Newcastle may be held to a draw 
by desperate-for-points Everton; 
strugglers Southampton and 
Blackburn may drawat The Deli; 
Europe -chasers West Ham and 
Derby may draw at Upton Park 
and. tomorrow in Udine, six- 
placed Udinese may fight out a 
draw with second-placed Milan - 


who have drawn seven of their 13 
away games this term - in Chan- 
nel 4's live SerieA game. Looking 
ahead to Europe next week here’s 
hoping Marseilles (still in with a 
shout after their goalless draw at 
home to Bologna), Parma (home 
and hosed). Dynamo Kiev (in lum- 
ber against Bayern Munich), Man- 
chester United (in almost dead 
lumber against Juventus) and 
Lazio (should be ail right) all 
make it through to their finals. 


■ UBERO WAGER 

(Ten £2 trebles with 5 tan ley):. Coven- 
try to draw with Middlesbrough 
(1 2-5): Newcastle to draw with Ever- 
ton (12-5); Southampton to draw with 
Blackburn (1 2-5); West Ham to draw 
with Deity (9-4); Udinese to draw with 
Milan (2-1 ). 

ORIGINAL BANK: £100. 

CUWRENTKTnV £171.87! 

TODAY’S BETS: £21.80 (inc. tax). 


IN T’NET 


Found on the Web: IVfillwaJI 
AS YOU make your way through this site, it quickly 
becomes apparent how hard the club are trying to 
shake off the bad old days of violence and racism. 
As well as all the usual news and profiles, there’s a 
feature (‘Black and blue') about black players in the 
club's past (including TVevor Lee. John Hashanu. 
Chris Armstrong, Phil Babb and Danny Wallace) and 
numerous banners, headings and flags carrying slo- 
gans such as “Lions have pride, not prejudice" and 
“You can’t defend racism." There's also plenty of in- 
formation on local community projects dealing 
with truancy and illiteracy. One club (and one web 
site) will not eradicate deep-rooted social problems, 
but you don't change anything by not Irving. 
http :!■ icu‘ w.miUu'aUfc.co.uk > 

Seen but not 

BOUGHT 

AS WIGAN prepare for the Auto Windscreens Shield 
final against Milwall tomorrow, the dub shop 
spokeswoman was foil of praise for the Wembley 
range, induding wigs at £3.99. The top hat - “made 
of a cottony material and quite large" - costing £6.99. 
was praised less. “They're not classy,” the spokes- 
woman said. “They're an event hat really. Not some- 
thing you'd wear out and about." What a sales pitch. 


They’re 
not ALL 
Dennis 
Bergkamp 

Unsung foreign 
legionnaires No 35 

DARKO MAVRAK: Born in Mos tar. the !■ 

30-year-old dual nationality ^ 

Croatian-Swede started his career with 
the Bosnian side Velez Mos tar, and then 
moved to Sweden in 1993 because of the 
war. He played 50 games for Djjurgarden 
in Stockholm over two seasons, scoring nine 
goals as a flexible winger/striker. Djurgarden 
were relegated and Mavrak moved to EFK 
Norrkoping. scoring two goals in 27 
appearances in two seasons. Spells at 
Panaliaiki in Greece and Valkenberg back in 
Sweden obviously prepared him for the 
rigours of English football and he moved to 
Second Division Walsall in January this year 
Having quickly established himself, Darko got 
off the marko on 23 February in an away game 
at Northampton when he coolv put away a 
tap-in from all ofthree yards to secure a 1-0 
victory. If his side, lying second behind Etilham, 
maintain their momentum. First Divsion football 
beckons for them. 



Doctor Eubank a new recruit to ranks of fistic thinkers 


JAKE LA MOlTA and Muham- 
mad Ali wrote poetry; Nicky 
Piper’s got A-Ievels. for God's 
sake. Now there's a new recruit 
to the ranks of fistic thinkers. 
In BBC2's history series 
Leviathan on Wednesday: Pro- 
fessor Christopher Eubank of 
llie University of Hard Knocks 
In The South-East tihe former 
Brighton Poly) travelled to 
Greece to explore the history 
of tile marathon in the run-up 
to tomorrow's race in London. 

It has to be said that though 
he cuts quite a figure of fon in 
ills tweed and twill and despite 
the odd distraction in his de- 
Iiveiy (such as pronouncing 
j “tyranny" to rhyme with 
I “irony"), he actually comes 
across welL Wish You Were 
Here it wasn't, thank God. 



CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


The programme's thesis 
was that the marathon gave us 
our very idea ofsport-it's “the 
endurance, the valour, the 
pain,” says Eubank, “its con- 
nection with the warrior and 
the sportsman. As a doctor I 
know about these things.” Only 


when I played the tape back did 
I realise he said “as a bom 1 . . 

I was fascinated by some of 
the facts: all that stuff about 
Pheidippides running the 26 
miles to Athens to announce a 
glorious victoiy over the Per- 
sians then dropping dead is 
highly improbable (at ieast it 
didn't feature in the account of 
the battle by Herodotus, the 
English Patient bloke, who 
was apparently unlikely to miss 
out a juicy anecdote like that). 
Robert Browning is partly to 
blame, with his poem about the 
unfortunate messenger 

Bursting ins veins, he died. 

The bliss! 

News (fid travel fast though, 
and the battle became, ac- 
cording to one of the historians 
assisting Prof Eubank, an 'In- 


stant legend”. It was one of his- 
tory's greatest bust-ups - East 
v West, tyranny v democracy, 
the underdog Greeks playing at 
home but outnumbered 3:1. 
It’s because of Marathon that 
we have democracy today, and 
not whatever the Persians 
might have foisted on us. 
Mmm, we might all have been 
Iranians. Thanks, you lovely, 
lovely Greek lads - we all owe 
you a pint on the Other Side. 

It's not known if bets were 
taken on the outcome of the bat- 
tle. but it's safe to say that, if 
they'd been taken by John Bat- 
ten, he would have scarpered 
with the dosh long before you 
could say “Pheidippides. would 
you just pop back to the titv and 
give them the good news'?” 

Batten's activities were ex- 


posed in Channel 5's consumer 
programme. Are You Being 
Cheated? (Tuesday) thanks to 
a video shot by one of his vic- 
tims. at Epsom on Derby day- 
last year. He should have lost 
£40,000 when Benny The Dip 
beat the odds-on favourite. En- 
trepreneur. By the time the 
photo-finish had been sorted 
out. Batten, whose call sign on 
his permit was “Lucan", had 
vanished (by coincidence. Mick 
Wight a detective who worked 
on the case, was also part of the 
team that hunted the disap- 
pearing peen. 

"Somebody must know 
him." sighed David Davies, the 
punter with the video camera. 
“Shop him and well share the , 
reward." 

Batten sent a letter to the 


Racinp Post written in capital 
letters (people who write in cap- 
ital letters are invariably mad. 
though Batten appears to have 
all his wits about him). "Don't 
waste your time giving this to 
the police." he wrote. “There 
are no (labs on it” The best like- 
ness was from a snap taken by 
a holidaying Malaysian cou- 
ple. who wanted a picture of a 
“typical English bookie." On 
that evidence, all 1 can say is, 
have he and Kelvin Mackenzie 
ever been in the same room 
together? 

They Think It’s AR Over is 
back for its seventh series, 
with the scatology intact, the 
formula untouched- David 
Gower’s still the nob, Nick 
Hancock's still the superlad. 
Bizarrely, there was no mention 


of any promotional contracts 

Gary Lineker might have in his 
portfolio, or any reference to the 
size of his ears, so maybe 
things have moved on slightly. 

Hancock is as unpleasant to 

his guests as ever, describing 
Clive Anderson in the intro as 
a “charmless bald tosser". For 
example, while Steve Davis 
“started out playing snooker at 
home. He still enjoys a game 
with his family, though these 
days he gets knocked out in the 
first round by his Aunt Doris." 

The funniest lines were pro- 
vided by Jo Brand, who also ex- 
hibited a sporting knowledge 
it's politically incorrect of me to 
be surprised by. “Kirk Stevens 
told me you can either snort 
coke or blow it up your ar< 4 e " 
she said when Robbie Fbwler's 


toot-sniffing goal 
was up for discus 
The funniest ti 
Davis, during t 

round. “Aren't the] 

be three different 
enquired. “Well i 
you've spotted ii 
butted in. “They c 
Steve for nothing, 
Perhaps you ha 


Award for Origi 
ITV's trailer oi 
night, straight 

Cup semi-fina] n 
Chester United’s 

next week, u u-as 

an Italian Job , 
plete with clips 
paine soundbite 
have thought abi 
least half a nano 
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United fans defend pitch invasion 



MANCHESTER UNITED fans 
have hit back at claims that 
they are the worst behaved sup- 
porters in the country. 

Aston Villa’s head of security, 
John Hood, made the accusa- 
tions after some United sup- 
porters im-aded the pitch at the 
end of Wednesday’s FA Cup 
semi-final replay victory over Ar- 
senal. Hood also claimed fang 
caused a security risk by refus- 
ing to sit down during the game. 

The FbotbaU Association is in- 
vestigating the behaviour of the 


By David anperson 

United fens, but Andy chairman 
of the Independent Manchester 
United Supporters’ Association 
said Hood has overreacted 
"Mr Hood is well over the top 
in his comments,” Walsh said 
“Emotionally it was a very high- 
ly-charged game and, whilst 
recognising that Mr Hood has 
his job to do, he's also got to un- 
derstand that after one of the 
greatest FA Cup semi-final 
games ever, emotions run high. 


There was not the same outcry 
when Everton fens invaded the 
pitch at the end of last season 
and we feel confident that the FA 
will see sense and reason,” 
Walsh said. 

Relatives of the Hillsborough 
disaster victims fear the incident 
could lead to the return of 
fences. Phil Hammond, secre- 
tary or the families support 
group, said; “We can't have peo- 
ple running on to the pitch be- 
cause someone like Uefe might 
tell dubs they must put the 


fences back up. That is the last 
thing we want - to go back to 
those days after all the progress 
that’s been made." 

Dennis Wise said yesterday 
that he did not bite the Real Mal- 
lorca defender Marcelino. 

The Chelsea captain, who 
was Informed by Uefe. European 
football’s ruling body, that a dis- 
ciplinary hearing will be held on 
Monday, was seen on television 
apparently trying to bite the 
arm of the centre-back during 
the Cup-Winners' Cup semi- 


final first-leg game. Although 
Marcelino and Real Mallorca 
made no complaint and the 
match officials and observers 
missed the incident, Uefe felt it 
was serious enough to warrant 
a disciplinary hearing. 

If found guilty Wise feces a 
ban from the return leg on 
Thursday as well as the final if 
Chelsea get there. 

But Wise, who has been sent 
off three times this season, said: 
“I didn’t bite him. There was no 
complaint from the player; Real 


Mallorca, the Uefe delegate or 
the referee. The TV showed me 
gesturing to bite him and obvi- 
ously everyone has jumped on 
the bandwagon. He was asked 
after the game and said no. But 
it’s still being carried on and I’ve 
been charged by Uefe.” 

Wise’s manager. Gianluca 
Vialli, was reported yesterday to 
be pursuing the Roma player. 
Marco Delvecchio. Viaffi wants 
die £6m -rated striker as Pierluigi 
Casiraghi will miss the first 
three months of next season. 


Liverpool striker Robbie 
Ebwler has decided not to appeal 
against the six-match ban im- 
posed following his spat with 
Chelsea's Graeme Le Saux and 
his coke-sniffing goal celebration. 

Manchester United’s David 
Beckham. Roy K^ane and 
Dwight Yorke are among the 
nominations for the Profession- 
al Footballers' Association Play- 
er of the Year award. The list is 
completed by Arsenal's Dennis 
Bergkamp and Emmanuel Petit 
and Tottenham’s David Ginola. 
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Rhino the 
real force 
, behind 
the Lions 
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j After 50 years away from Wembley, 
i MillwaU return for tomorrow’s Auto 


Windscreens final. By Nick Harris 
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MILLWALLS MANAGER Keith 
“Rhino” Stevens has probably 
seen more than his share of 
football's negative side since 
making his debut in 1981. aged 
16, at the only club he’s ever 
known. As his side prepare to 
face Wigan in tomorrow’s Auto 
Windscreens Shield final at 
Wembley - MiUwafl’s first jour- 
ney to the TWin Tbwers for 50 
years - Stevens is confident his 
dub can give a good account of 
themselves, and not just on 
the pitch. “Our reputation has 
always gone before us but 
we’ve done so much to combat 
£hat whole [hooligan] image,” 
*e said. “We want our fens to 
go out, show a bit of pride, get 
behind the side.” 

Stevens' nickname, pre- 
sumably earned for his charg- 
ing approach to defending, was 
reputedly coined by Neil Rud- 
dock when the pair were Mill- 
wall youth players. While 
Ruddock moved on (as did 
Teddy Sheringham, Tbny Cas- 
carino. Alex Rae, Kenny Cun- 
ningham, Ben Thatcher and 
others likely to be in atten- 
dance tomorrow!. Stevens 
stayed to witness two promo- 
tions, two relegations, the worst 
hooligan era in the dub’s his- 
tory and a dose call with the ad- 
ministrator. 

By February 1997 Stevens 
was the reserve team manag- 
er, and, when Billy Bonds de- 


parted at the end of last season, 
he became manager Stevens 
and assistant Alan McLeary, 
both 34 and both MillwaU men 
through and through, are the 
youngest managpmpnf tpam 
in the Football League. 

The Lions are ninth in the 
Second Division and nine 
points below the play-off places, 
so promotion must wail To- 
morrow's final is some conso- 
lation. “I’m pleased to be going 
to Wembley” Stevens said, 
adding that he will only be 
happy if he comes away with 
the trophy. “There’s no point in 
being runners-up.” 

For a club that has not 
bought a single player all sea- 
son and has seen 10 players 
move from the youth ranks to 
make first-team appearances, 
such ambition is bold. So was 
fielding what was effectively a 
reserve side - inducting four 
youth-programme debutants - 
against Colchester United on 
Wednesday. With Nigel Spink 
(40) and Stevens also in the 
team, MBlwafl won 2-0. “We’ve 
got a set of young lads with a 
good spirit,” Stevens said. 
-We’re all pulling together. 
That’s been the key” 

Of the ten young players 
who have stepped up this sea- 
son, four all aged 18, stand a 
good chance of starting against 
Wigan. Steven Reid, the former 
England Under-16 striker. 



The MillwaU manager. Keith Stevens, puts his players through their paces on the training ground yesterday 


should play some part, as 
should Paul MIL MillwaU 
youth's leading scorer last sea- 
son, Trm Cahill a promising 
Australian-born midfielder and 
Joe Dolan, a central defender, 
once of Chelsea and capped at 
Under-18 level for Northern 
Ireland. 

“We've had some bad times, 
been relegated twice in 10 
years, the football sometimes 
hasn’t been great to watch and 
it's got more expensive for 
fens," Stevens said. “But it's 
great to take part in tills." 

Perhaps the most remark- 
able statistic about the final is 
that by last night the club were 
expecting to have sold their en- 
tire allocation of 48.000 tickets. 


How? “That’s what everyone's 
asking" Deano Standing the 
chief press officer at MiUwall. 
said. “We've got about 8.000 reg- 
ular supporters. But each of 
them is bringing their mum. 
their dad. their kids, their next 
door neighbours. We've got 
people from all over have been 
asking for tickets. Not just 
Southwark. New Cross. 
Bermondsey, the Medway 
towns, but places like Grimsby, 
Barrow. There’ll even be peo- 
ple from Dublin." 

Standing added: “It just goes 
to show what a ground swell of 
support we have even if they 
don’t come every week." 

Things have come a long 
way since May 1996. MillwaU fell 


into the bottom three of the 
First Division after the last 
game of the season and were 
relegated. Worse was to come, 
as the club went into adminis- 
tration. only saved by the busi- 
nessman Theo Paphitis, who 
had previously turned around 
the ailing lingerie firms Con- 
tessa and La Senza and the sta- 
tionery chain Hymans. “The 
bottom line is Theo wants to 
turn a profit" Standing said. 
“He’s not going to do that here, 
he’s here because he loves 
football.” 

Millwali’s transformation 
has involved a lot more than 
football. Attempting to lay to 
rest the image of ftfilJwali fens 
as racist hooligan thugs - epit- 


omised by the running pitch 
battles of the 1980s - has been 
paramount The problems are 
not gone, as trouble at a match 
with Manchester City early in 
the season showed, but they are 
being tackled with a wide range 
of community projects and anti- 
racism work. 

For Millwali’s opponents to- 
morrow. the match offers the 
chance to repeat their win in 
1985. when they' beat Brentford 
to take the Freight Rover TYo- 
phy, as it was then known. 
Wigan are seventh in the Sec- 
ond Division, eight points off the 
play-off places, and. as with 
MiiiwalL the match could make 
their season. Should the Latics 
succeed, it will be a personal tri- 


David Ashdown 

umph for chairman Dave Whe- 
lan, the J JB sports shops mag- 
nate who transformed the 
town's rugby side in the 80s and 
would like to see elements of 
rugby brought into football 
wage-capping and sin bins in- 
cluded 

“Wigan have got ambition but 
in this game you Ve got to spec- 
ulate to accumulate,” Whelan 
told the Independent earlier 
this season during a survey 
into the health of English foot- 
ball. “We’re heavily dependent 
on our youth policy," he added 
of where he will invest in the fu- 
ture. “It's more important than 
ever.” Rhino Stevens, 18 years 
on from his Lions' debut would 
not disagree. 



,3L Udinese old boys face a tough trip back with Milan 
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^ MILAN, ONLY four points be- 
■ land Lazio, the league leaders, 
following last Sunday’s 2-1 vic- 
tory over Parma, face a (rip to 
Udine for what promises to be 
a grudge match in Channel 4’s 
live game tomorrow. 

Udinese are far from being 
the biggest club in Serie A but 
constantly outperform their 
economic strength and, last 


TODAY 


FOOTBALL 

3.0 unless stored 
PR CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

1 Ourtroo v Leeds .. — - 

2 Coventry v Micklieswtxigfi. ................. 

3 Liverpool v Aston Villa 

4 Manchester Utd v SneMekJ Wed ...... 

, Jk J Newcastle v Everton ...- 

W6 Nottingham Forest v Tottenham 

' 7 Southampton v Blackburn 

5 West Nam v Derby 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

FIRST DIVISION 

9 Bmnin£ruvn v Wolves 

to Bolton v ipswicn 

11 Bradford Gey v Huddersfield 

12 Crewe v Watford. 

13 Crystal Palace v Swindon 

14 Gflmsey v Bury 

tS Norwich v Tranmere .. - 

16 Port vale v Oxi c a utd 

17 StteffieW UW V OPR ... 

18 Stockport v Bristol Oty., 

19 West Bromwich v Portsmouth 

SECOND DIVISION 

20 Bristol Rvrs-v MUwtf .. Postponed 

21 Burnley v Bournemouth 

22 CherarAeW v Fulham ; 

23 Gillingham v Manchester City 

24 Luton v Lincoln City 

25 Preston v Blackpool (1.01 ■■■■■■■ 

26 Reading « Northampton 

27 waisall « Macclesfield 

28 Wrexham v Oldham.-...- 

29 Wycombe v Wigan -...Postponed 

30 Ytorkv Stoke - 

THIRD DIVISION 

31 tortttivMansBeW...... 

32 Brantford v Leyton Orient 

S3 Darlington v Cambridge Utd 

34 Halifax v Brighton - 

^ 35 Hartlepool v Scarborough 
& 36 Hull v Scunthorpe — 

37 Peterborough w fa-quay 

38 Plymon.h v Southend 

39 Rochdale v Chester 

- Rotherham v Carlisle - 

- Shrewsbury v Ewer - — 

BANK OF SCOTLAND 
SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

40 Aberdeei ir Dundee Utd 

41 Celtic v Motherwell — 

42 Dundee v Rangers- .Tbawtrom 

43 Dunfermline v NUnamoUt - 

44 St Johnstone v Heart* 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 

45 FalHrfc v R*Ui 

46 Morton v Airdrie — ■ 

47 HamOton v Stranraer — 

48 Hfeemiari «r St Mirren — 


BY IAN DAVIES 

season, mounted a temporary 
challenge for the scudetto. 

However, tomorrow’s visi- 
tors plundered Udinese in the 
summer recruiting Alberto Za- 
ccheroni, their coach, Oliver 
BierhofE, the prolific German 


SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 

49 Arbroath v Uvingstoo — 

- Clyde v Alloa ... ..„ 

- East Rfe v Forfar — , 

- Queen of the South v Inverness CT.. 

- Stirling v PatUt* 

SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 

- Albion Rovers v East Sorting .......... 

- Dumbarton v Brechin - 

- Montrose v Stenneusimuir. ...... ... 

- Ross County v Queen’s Park 

FA UMBRO TROPHY 
SEMt-HNAL SECOND-LEG 

Cheltenham (2) v Kingston Bn (2J 

NATIONWIDE CONFERENCE 

Dover v Kdoerrrunsttr 

Fynborough v Doncaster 

Hereford v Welling .... ....... 

Nonhwich v Hayes — ...... 

Southport v Kettering 

Stevenage v Barrow . ............ 

Woking « Telford — 

tfeovilv Lertt— - .... 

ftmtAK ICASUE Premier DMMooi Alder- 
shot * Harrow Borwtfi: Bishop’s Sr on dm) v 
Walton 4 Henhern |<K Mteftm Sun): Chesham 
v Boreham Wood; Gravesend v B^lngyoke, 


vWtnc Barren Ravers v Canvey bland; Bcgn- 
Orft»$u Grays AtNeK ftamneev Worthing-. 
Chettsey v Wembley. Croydon v Berkhamsr- 
«L Leyton Pennant v Utcnn: Oaforf City v 
Scabies: Romford v Maidenhead ftrt Ham- 
ctarrflj: WeaJdsrone v ihdyldg*; Whyteieafe 
v leatherhead Ibadte v Moiesey Second Df- 
■kina: Oialfont St Peter u Abingdon town; 
Hariow v Wvenhoe Hrntard v dtariow; Hor- 
sham * BracJmeK hungerford v BarWng; 


Mltdam v Hand Hempstead; witham v 
WndSorS, Eton; WOkvifham v EdgwareThhtl 
DhUJorn Cam&eriey v H wrehurth; Cnteant 
v n fluty: Oapron v Souuull. Cotlnthian Ca- 
suals » Khwsbwy. Croydon Athletic v Ware. 
Dorking v Blue East Thurrock V iMngair fr 
Rncniey: Epsom 6 Ewell v A*ley: Fbdowll 
Heath v Egham; Ford Utd v Lewes. 
UHBOND LEAGUE P re mier DMsJmis Ac- 
oington Stanley v SuUybridge: Banta Bridge 
vWSrksop. Btyifi Sparransv Runcorn Cohvyn 
Bay v WNtbr- Frick ley v Wkwford; Gainsbor- 
ough v Emtcy; Gateshead * Altrindum: lai»- 
■ Sseer v Leigh RMfc Marine u Guhelev: 
Spenmmoor v Chorieji Hr*t DtnWom Betper 
vffcdcMfe Borough: Bradford Park Avenue 
v Eastwood ten Bursawgh v Uncdn Utd. 
Contemn v Ashton Urd. Seat JJrwood * 
vmuey Bay: Gretna v Faraley Cdtta Horro- 
rate town v DnjyWJen: HudouU fcvm v Traf- 
goi: Neiherflefd « MOOotX. StocksbiWge v 
vvuton Anton. 

OR MARTOiS LEAClMPremtor «*telore 

h.^aai'cV Graetfjm Boston Utd v Bath Oqt 
Burton Albion * Dorchester Cambridge Oty v 
Menhyr TjdfiL Gtoutaesia Gly v Htesovren 
Town: Gresley Rovers v Vtecester. Hasrings v 


striker; tbe top scorer in Serie 
A last term, and Thomas 
Helveg. the Danish midfielder 
Despite their depleted con- 
dition. Udinese - who have 
won nine, drawn four and lost 
only one of their 14 home 
games this terra, have bounced 
back to such effect that, fol- 
lowing last Sunday’s superb 
2-1 victory at Cagliari’s notori- 


Brom&grcwe: king's Lynn v Crawley. ROrtiwHI 
v llkston: Tatnwonh v Salisbury: Weymouth 
v N linear on. Midland DiwMen: Bed worth v 
Moor Green; Hkwwicti v 'under ford: Oevwfcn 
v BBkenan. Ev-sham * StanKord; KirxHey did 
v Rlgrt Rangers, Newpori (Gwent) v SoUtull 
Borougfl. RaJditcTi v Wftsi«cn: Mut'crd , 
Sraurtxtlge. Svncn GMTeU , astert Westcn- 
SUpa-Mare v VS Rugby Southern DMsIok 
A ndcwr v Folkestone; Ash tod v Rounds BjJ- 
dock V SHringboumc; Brackley v Bashkv 
Ckencesier vOieimsIord. Corby it Si u-orkuds 
Fbher AtMettc v Fleet. Huuant V waterloovilie 
vErtm St Bektedere. Newport {toW) vOanlord, 
faflrldge v Tbte: Wflmey v Motjpte 
WmsroNLEAD KBVT LEAGUE Premier 
DMsIob: Beckenham v Favetsfum. Cray 
Wanderers v Whits n We. Crockcnfvll * Deal. 
Greenwich Borough « Heme Bay, Ramsgate 

V St*Jr Green; Sheppey v &W* town. Tbnwldg,. 
Wens V Canterbury. VCD Am let lc » Hythe 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Pwwil— DtvMoo: Boston fcrvm « Welling- 

borough: Cogenhoe v Wne Buchby, Drtbor- 

ough v Wootton, Hoibeacn i Eytvrstnity. St 
Neocs v Blacky one; Siewuris ft Lloyds Cor- 
by v Bourne: Scntfold v BudUnghsm Town. 
Xaxiry v Ford Sports 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First 
DMakm: Broad bridge Heath v Pngtum; 
Oikhewv Eastbourne Utd: Hassocks vEast 
Preston. RerftfflvEasi bourne town; Ringmer 
vHo>Sfi»n VMCASoluleanv Port field. Seisey 
y Lanency Spans: Whuetuwk v uitienamp- 
<on. Wkk v Kalhium. 

SatEWPIX INRECT LEAGUE premier Dl- 
■Uob; Bamsuple v Pa niton Rcweis. Bidelwd 
y Then art Bridpcn y Mango tsfield. Caine r 
Bshop Suttm. Bmoe « Mdksham. OU Ctovm 
v BrhDngton: Tbunton v Bristol Manor Farm. 
Westbury V Backwrll 

NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE Rree 

DhUeK Atherton Collieries v Kicb£to«e. 
Atherton IR y Mossier Hoter Old Boys » Sal- 
ford; Leek CSOB v Bootle. Ncwt.isik: turn 
y Skelmersdale; Prescol Cables « Ciihetoe. 
Ramsbottom v St Helens. Rosse.kiito v 
Nancmctv. vautdiall GM v Ne«h 

Workington v Chexlle 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
PrewilM DllriutL Bngg u Tlucklev: Eectoshfl 
y North Ferrtoy, Curicrrh v Bun on. UwrSedgo 
y Malrtjy. Ossert Albion u Arnold: Picket ng v 
Amuhwpe Weliaie. Stfty » Pomeltau. 
Sheffield y Denaby. Suvetry v hailarn. 
Glasshougtuon v Osset t Town. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
LIANCE: Oldbury v Swpenhrfl. IVt shore v 
Knypersley Victoria: Rocester » Bridgnorth. 
Sand well Borough v Boldmere SI Uciuels. 
Shlfnaf w Stratford: Sr carport Swifts v Cbase- 
coun: Wettiesfieid v HAscwn H*i»-ts: Ufcu 
Midlands Ponce v Barwea. Wifcnisill v Rdivifl 
Ofym^c. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Newbury v 
LymingionA HewMRjcn. Icrton y Moneyttotds; 
Bournemouth FCvBAT SpWlS. Brockenhurst 
v Bemerton Heath Harlequins. Cowes Sports 
u East lef^C Downton v WliKhuch. East Cowes 
Vies y Christchurch: Gosport Borough v 
Thaidum: Humble v Farenam. Portsmouth RN 
u Wbiflomr. 


ous island stronghold, they lie 
sixth in Serie A. just seven 
points behind their visitors, 
who have won three, drawn 
seven and lost three of their 13 
games on the road. 

Udinese will be at full 
strength but Milan will be with- 
out both Alessandro Cnstaeur- 
ta and the injured midfielder 
Demetrio Albertini. 


JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier Dt- 

vfeiofc Goriest r.fl v M..ldc<i Gitrjl '(.Iirii.juin 
vPHs. H.HSIC.W vW.»R>rii1(V.-. Hr 
cstoh. Ipstmch Wandyric nlUtt^r forum 
vFeinr.^vu. Su.^.«vv l.wii j F.*-nii.in si.ii- 
Outy Wanderci-. « Si.iwnviifcuf Wjuvii v klr. 
VJrcnlwn a Harw«.n It rorVesldi 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Division: Brrdlingr.-,' - VA.ii Atti-i- 
kind, BJIIinghjm Town j Ni iv. .1 Jk blue 
Star Conwti vStrvlion [>iri<ionitf,P,,v 
tin EMnctonvClmn-V-kiin-i » 

<C jhjtn. Mcrpetn '• -mti fnokh . 

Oook. tow Law v BillinjIuinhyntiintH.i 
TENNENTS HIGHLAND LEAGUE CUP 
Ft aserbugh y Arirrhciid KntntMir. 
RtllMtl v Huntty. Crewetorwak: v Buskrc 1 hti 
He; Elgin y Naim County, f otto fA-i lurn> y 

IMKIHUOt O^TUUCud- Wn » VN-:l. fw 
F.jrt William y Brer j Umpn 
WELSH CUP Seof-Hiub: C it nut then town 
V Conwy t* lOWdUiriMn) 1" nnihr.w.- In- 
tiff Cable-W CardHt (? sTu jnr Karri f-v.n; 
LEAGUE OF WALES: t'...stynt.«i s nil., . I 
et I- 30). Conn.ih i OuuV HOW* » INf 
LLinsafUHrjid (2 30|. -•< » 

5WS l? 30|: Phyl V Alan L-lo tV iMl 
SMSINOITniSH LEAGUE Premier Dluf- 
Sion: Gtenavon , Cttr-nV-ty Gk.-rux.ni , I'm 
fJCtowd. Linllfld « Clrtiryyvill". . fJt»jiy » 
Ballymena, Oirviyri » CcJ-.-rjnr HrecDMsIon: 
Bangor v Ards, braiilet* v 
lame v BallycLire. Limivadv i [kinf.inr, on 
5 wilts 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRE 
LAND Prettier tHmlon: T 

WaMurwf |7.30». Si--j Kw. . Hum -i 
Rijyers |7 30) 

RUGBY UNION 

3 0 ynlrss srittitj 

ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP ONE 

Harlequins v Bedfoid 
Leicester w Sar.acenf (.' IM 
London lush v Bath 
Northampton v London Scornsh 

PREMIERSHIP TWO 

E'etfr u Rather ha iii 

Fylde y Bristol 

London Welsh v Bur k he tilt 

Rugby y Orrell 

Wbrerioo v Cover'll y 
Worcester v Wakefield 
JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE Otic: Burn 
tngkanVaOlihull v Hi miry H,»itV.ali. »• flea 
tlngfuni. Ltvci f»> -I Si Hekn . ■ i.rifoik * 
Newbury v Ollev RiMitii 1 : l<0t*i Hl *v. 
lyn Phrk « Mork-y What le.1.ik r M.ir» lt--.it t 
Two North: Hmcklev v NiA Btifniv.. 
KyntJat it MG ball. [ , tif.kl .• •'.v 

dak v Pttsron Gt.tiihvii •> 

Asp.itila: Shell. vlfl t Winningl'-n I'.ui 
WhttChLjrcli v fkrfi. . M.--' Two South: Hi m 
rxHI V OlHlrenmm. HAohil » UiH<iy|..r Met- 
ropokan Ftobt-evCkflMi. Ncai-.vn CLwking 
Rediutti v Norrh WMuti. Ly.iirt v Lsrxt 
WUStCifl-Supef -Mate V Plvni-AJIU 


Meanwhile, Manchester 
United fans will be beeping an 
eye on the Olympic stadium in 
Rome today where Lazio en- 
tertain Juventus ahead of the 
latter's European Cup second 
leg with United in Turin on 
Wednesday. Juve, only seventh 
in Sene A are out of title con- 
tention and Carlo Ancelotti 
their coach, is likely to rest his 


SWALEC CUP SEMI-FINAL 

Llanelli v Cardiff |5 301 . ... 

far Bridgend 1 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Biacv wood v lAeuhyt tl ?0l 
Ounvant v Treorchy (2 30) .. 

Llardojery k - T.:m.Ju i- 30) . 

Ponty pool v MaeSteg (2 30} 

Pumnev v Sinymaen t2 30) 

S-.-uin Waits Police v Cross hoys (L‘ JO) 
TtcJegar s Abet tiller y (2.30) 

UWIC i Cardiff in>t) v Nwubndgtr < - 30) 
TENNENTS VELVET PREMIERSHIP First 
Division: Ccbh- v ivatsonuns Third DMsioo: 
Gii.iu..<t>a y Stw.an s Metwlke FP; t^ewdonuns 
« GtanyviTiootn 

AIR LEAGUE First Division: utKksock 
Cofctfv , ftjItyrrVTU I7.30L fiar: ...in-eis v L<ns- 
,,,, awne 1 ^ 30). C(<th Const it liticoa u ituavrjci 
ia Ji'i.tjaiw.tvn&yStfrWyst? Wi fcieuurc 
h t.kvw.iri (J.JO): Yeung Minster v Gaityir.vcti 
i- Second Dhttakon: D-rty : U-Vonc 
1* 3i.ii. ijt-ys cores , aaiiyajhirrh [i 30] OM 
CiwfcM J Old |2 iCtj ijkl W-*r> 

V Fjr.-I.ve P.ingins (1 JO|. fwtjdunn v ['I 
i? V.|, bkettvs v Dungannon j? 3 i'ij. ML.n 
ck.tas v Sundays WM (3 30) 

CRICKET 

ppp Healthcare county Champion- 
ship (final day oFfourl Edgtwscon: V*it- 
■Aii.;kjJlllM v Noittvjrnptonshire (110) 
OTHER FIRST-CLASS MATCH (final day 
of three) Fenner's: ijlrrtyid^c Uni.sfJli 
i Vjitv-ii^t 1 1 1 30) 

CGU NATIONAL LEAGUE First Dhfekm 
(One-day) Leicester Loccstei shite fi-n-s . 
Hanipimu Hamit •; ;i 301 

HOCKEY 

EHL PREMIERSHIP TOURNAMENT (Read- 
ing HC| Men; Raiding S Ilinrctury (12 l“-i 
Canrvxk . Souihgaie{<< 4S| Women: High 
tor.u « Oittui Scottish lire tlGOl sltvfn . 
tosytu-k i? JO i 

COUNTY CHAMPtONSHIP A DIVISION: 
Lloyds Bank HC, Sydenham: hetii i Sutn-y 
ill- tin lews y ► t*nr t | 30). Esso v Ltn — 
re- Jim |w :0| Cannock: Sralts . ClK-^wv 
rlO Jin C*''IUR.«Llt.ks(lIO| H-mtssSrarts 
ll ;>'t. CiK-Jnu: v Durroru ( j 0j. WarvJck^ V 
■ Li"tj|4 ?0i East Griiaiead: Sussr- e Amiv 
i 1 " U-t IMa- * |i; Ot Sottolk •‘ins- 

■'ll 1 3fi| Limv v Mtdriine. |3 0). Scalreiset 
, r .iiti„ik (i Tti| Doikkur Vwti , N«i-. 
(in Hi; L.tu's . <12 Oi. <te<ta 

t* ?(" Ha:-- . I .in.-. |3 Oi. Ww«.sv eak-. |h 30t 
B DIVISION Kcuering: Nnrrmnis v Bens 
(in 'Mi I.|ri« , Cvinnatl (O 0| w 

N-Jlts.llls li“l B-ns v C'..rnrtj|| |N Till 
Leominster 1ky>-iivnshiiH s riunnet lr 

iln ill) ...Ji-lir,.i , Lkks |l? 0 ) koy.il M-wv J 
li.-f.-f.jiTJi.il (I 10|. CU»ie4isvOuncaul3 "i 
i in. J Rm-.lyjl Navy (i. iOl Kings Lynn: N. * 
><■» v L.ynre (10 JO) O.-l ys „ Wilis (1? 0|. 
N-vltvyi^Lit.l a riured, [1 30). Carrflsv Do- 
tillJw V/ilt f*lrltiunc^rtand i<j 30 1 RAF 
Hatton. p ^ f > Divim (10 30i IOM » Sliiorf- 
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French midfielders Zinedine 
Zidane (struggling with a knee 
injury) and Didier Deschamps, 
while Paolo Montero. his Uru- 
guayan defender is injured. 

Lazio, who seemed set to 
coast to title success, have run 
into problems. Their first 
choice back four are suspend- 
ed Alessandro Nesta and Sin 
isa Mihajiovie were sent off 


WOMEN’S WTB? -LEAGUE TOURNAMENT 
(Milton Keynes Sodium): SevenoiaFs j 
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Crnkr 1 1 2 Oi. CcJmniII v SchimH I? Or Liv 
SHion v i-.ettciing 0) Rover Cow 
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BASKETBALL 
BUDWEISER CHAMPIONSHIP Play- 
offs. Third leg: London Toneys j Nmui- 
ti>* Eagles i. '“‘J. Man;rn-srer Giants j 
B irmingham BuBets (7 0( 

OTHER SPORTS 

BOWLS: Enrtisn Iridr-M OvimfiirJisJiip finals 
lor UetriXi Moatirc;i 

MOTOR RACING: Srittyi Touting tv Qiun- 
pnn>Uvp lot i/v»-»:ror'r) Ho lfi Fpi| 
SNOOKER: EmUr.s> iVj wcn.'irncvonsni;:. (of 
I hr Crucible. StKl.'kW: t to 1 fAlyl 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL 
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NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
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during last week’s 3-1 defeat to 
Roma, and Giuseppe Pancaro 
and Paolo Negro are also 
banned. Attilio Lombardo, once 
of Cirstal Palace, may play as 
a makeshift right-back. 

FIXTURES (league positions m brockets J. 
Tbday: B-^iu (Sj v Rorrnttna (3j; 1 ado 
ill v Juventus (71. Tbnigtu: Parma (4) v 
Sompdoria (16) Tomorrow: Bari ( 1 1 J v 
Salemitana 1 1 7). Empoli (18) v Piacenza 
(1 4V inietna 2 >on?le lO) v Vicenza (IS). Pe- 
rugia (13) v Roma (5). Udinese (c'-> v Mj- 
lan |2). Venezia 1 1 2) v Cagliari (10). 


VWntetiaven |3 30). Lelgti v Keighley [3 0): 
Rochdale « Hull K R (3 0): Widnes v Simmon 
(3 01. Ystk v Bramley 1 3 0). 
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West Hartlepool v Richmond (3.0) 
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side: Durham OynanDos u Surrey Lions. 
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namshire Outlaws. 
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Nsrthams v Oxnvrall & 301. Beds v Gkaucs 
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RAF v IOM |d.30l: Devon v Shrops (1 1.0]. 
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erpool Seficm (3.01. Kettenng ■ Rover Comt- 
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MOTOR RACING: Bnhsti touring Car Champ- 
ionship (or Sthtmimej. 
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Leeds have three players - 
Lee Bowyei; Harry KeweH and 
Alan Smith - among tbe six 
nominations for Young Flayer of 
the Year. The other nomina- 
tions are Arsenal’s Nicolas Anel- 
ka, Liverpool’s Michael Owen 
and Lee Hendrie of Aston Villa. 

Dalian Atkinson, the former 
Aston Villa forward, scored for 
the Saudi .Arabian side Al-Itlihad 
as they reached tomorrow's 
final of the Asian Cup-Winners' 
Cup in Tbkyo with a 3-1 win over 
Iraq's Al-Ihlaba. 


Goals 

and 


united 

FAN’S EYE 

VIEW 

the Games 
master 
by 

Stephen Shaw 


IT IS the defining moment in 1 
the history of the games mas- 
ter MrSugden (Brian Glover) 
has taken his pupils on to the 
school football pitch in the film 
Kes. Joining in the boys' game 
he dreams that he is a star 
The games master as buffoon, 
but from time to time, he 
slides much lower down the 
scale of infamy. He becomes 
public enemy No l. 

Whenever the national 
tp*m performs miserably and 
fails to qualify for this com- 
petition or that there will 
never be any shortage of pun- 
dits ready to rush forward and 
blame the amateurish eoach- 
ing on offer in our schools. Hie 
humble games master must 
be sidelined, they argue: pro- 
fessionals and ex-profession- 
als must be sent in to do the 
job properly. Only then will we 
be able to take on the world. 

This is a bizarre notioa Do 
we ever suggest that our his- 
tory teachers are not up to tbe 
mark and that retired Oxford 
dons should be drafted into 
our comprehensives? Of 
course, this may be due to the 
feet that we dotft conader aca- 
demic education to be any- 
where near as important as 
ensuring that our boys wflJ 
grow up to be good enough 
footballers to take on Brazil 

It is more likely, however 
we realise that when it comes 
to getting Jason and Wayne to 
come to grips with tbe terms 
of the Treaty of Versailles on 
a wet Thursday in February, 
old Chalky Wainwright is a for 
better bet than Prof Slingsby- 
Puddlefoot. By the same 
token, the trained games mas- 
ter wifl be, almost always, a 
better bet than the old pro. 

Aformer FA staff coach told 
me of an incident in which a 
then current England in- 
ternational was on his course. 
Needless to say, the boys 
selected to work with the great 
man were “over the moon” at 
being coached by the star Fbr 
several minutes, the interna- 
tional treated the boys to a 
shinning display of ball jug- 
gling. When invited by the 
staff coach to ask questions, 
one of them asked the player 
how he could do such 
remarkable things. ”F** r in' 
magic,” the player replied. Is 
this how the Wforid Cup is to be 
won in 2006? 

One of my friends was ref- 
ereeing a school match and 
finding it difficult since the 
linesmen were unreliable 
and the touchlines often 
invisible. At one of his deci- 
sions, a parent called: “Are 
you blind, ref?” My friend 
stopped the game, strode 
over to the offender and told 
him that such comments 
were unacceptable. The 
laughing parent, the manag- 
er of one of the local youth 
teams, told the teacher that 
he must expect such com- 
ments as part of the game. 
My friend told him that what 
might be acceptable for his 
team was not acceptable at a 
school match and. if he made 
such comments again, he 
would be required to leave. 
The despondent parent 
watched the rest of the game 
in silence. 

The professional dubs get 
hold of the very best young 
players soon enough. Before 
then, leave them to the games 
master. He’s not such a bad 
chap. 
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Burley 
still has 


youth on 
his side 

Ipswich’s boyish manager is close to 
taking his home-grown team into 
the top flight at last. By Clive White 


EVEN TOWARDS the end of his 
career, at Sunderland, George 
Burley looked like the boy 
eternal. It was hard to imagine 
his lissom frame, which seemed 
wholly unsuitable for the rigours 
of the professional game-much 
less so fora defender- ever suf- 
fering the ravages of time. 
“Even now. he still (001522." said 
his team-mate from those days, 
Alan Brazil “Me? I look more 
like 52, yet George is three 
years older!" 

Bobby Robson, his manager 
at the time, used to call him 
Peter Pan, but the game did 
catch up with Burley, long 
before time did, in 1981. when, 
in an FA Cup tie at Shrewsbury, 
he suffered cruciate ligament 
and cartilage injuries which 
ought to have finished him as 
a player It was certainly the end 
of his season and he missed the 
final rounds of the Uefa Cup 
when that unforgettable 
Ipswich team of Muhren, Thij- 
ssen and the rest finally did 
themselves justice. 

Injuries like that even at 
the age of 24, tend to make a 
player take stock of his life and 
Brazil believes the experience 
changed Burley even though he 
made a complete recovery and 
ended up playing 500 games for 
the dub. It was a shock to him,” 
he said. “He realised his career 
could have been over. He 
changed his lifestyle as a result 
of it and was suddenly into 
looking after his body and pro- 
longing his career. He was 
always one of the lads who, 
when we had a great success, 
would go out with the rest of us 
and celebrate, but he became 
slightly distant after that" 

Brazil admits to haring had 
bus fall-outs since with his fel- 
low Scot who is now close to 
realising his dream of steering 
the club he played for 14 years 
from the age of 15 back towards 
the top flight The relationship 
between former team-mates is 
never easy when one moves into 
the media business, as Brazil 
has done, and becomes a pun- 
dit But the Sky commentator is 
prepared to give credit where 
its due. 

“When I see George I'll 
shake his hand and tell him 
what a fantastic job he’s done." 
Brazil said. “No money to spend 
and forced to sell players and 
yet here we are on the verge of 
Premiership football." 


This is the season when Bur- 
ley's Ipswich have to dispense 
with that “nearly man" tag after 
losing out two years running in 
the play-ofls if the club is not to 
suffer a more serious break-up 
of its coveted playing staff In 
each of those seasons Ipswich 
made an appalling start only to 
finish like an Olympic sprinter 
on speed or something stronger 

In response to their go- 
ahead chairman David Sheep- 
shanks' plea to “hit the ground 
ru nning " this time, Ipswich 
promptly hit the ground firing 
blanks, going four games with- 
out scoring a goal, since when 
this impotency has been passed 
to the opposition in the form of 
a record 24 clean sheets. 

They enter the finishing 
straight with a critical match at 
Bolton today, while Bradford 
City, their only serious rivals for 
that second automatic promo- 
tion place behind Sunderland, 
have a Yorkshire derby against 
Huddersfield on their hands. 
The situation could not be more 
finely balanced: both teams are 
level on 80 points and, though 
Ipswich have a game in hand. 
Paul Jewell’s side have scored 
11 more goals. 

“It’s going to be tight it could 
go down to the last day," said 
Burley, now a youthful 42-year- 
old. “We've got a difficult run-in, 
but we've shown tremendous 
consistency all season and with 
Kieron Dyer back soon we can 
stay in second place." 

Buriey expects his preco- 
cious midfielder, who broke his 
fibula four weeks ago, to be back 
in two or three weeks' time to 
help restore Ipswich to the 
division where he spentraostof 
his career Anyone who watched 
Ipswich during the late 1970s 
and earty 80s tends to get a bit 
nostalgic when talking about the 
old days at Portman Road, but 
Burley is not the sort to get all 
dewy-eyed. "I loved every mo- 
ment of it and I appreciated the 
standard of tbe players I played 
with, like Thijssen, Muhren, 
Wark, Beattie - we had 11 or 12 
internationals. But those days 
are finished. I get a great kick 
now out of producing young 
talent like Kieron Dyer and 
Richard Wright, giving them 
their debuts at 17 and seeing 
them progress through towards 
fell international honours." 

Nor are they the only ones 
whom the Premiership has its 
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George Burley is treading in Bobby Robson’s footsteps at Ipswich. ‘He’s surprised me how well he’s done as a manager,’ Robson says In-Jbcus 


beady eye on. Others include a 
local centre-forward, James 
Scowcroft and two of Burley’s 
most prudent purchases, the 
striker David Johnson, a former 
team-mate of Ryan Giggs at Old 
Trafford, whom he bought from 
Bury, and the midfielder Matt 
Holland, once of West Ham. All 
of them want to be seen in the 
Premiership, but such is the 
dub spirit engendered by Bur- 
ley that all of them would pre- 
fer that it was in the blue and 
white of Ipswich. 

"There’s no doubt that at 
some point some of these 
youngsters will want to go for 
financial reasons," Buriey said. 
“But I think that they appreci- 
ate that we're the best club for 
them for now. Players like 
Wright who has played almost 
200 games and is still only 21. 
may not have achieved what he 
has done elsewhere. We talk to 


their agents and they 
appreciate that their players are 
at the best place for them." 

As someone who was devel- 
oped in the market garden 
country of Suffolk, Burley is well 
versed in the art of growing your 
own, and he accepts that the 
regular sale of theyoung talent 
he has nurtured is a fact of foot- 
ball life so long as Ipswicb re- 
main outside the Premiership. 
The dub runs at an annual 
loss of just over film a year, 
hence the sale this season oF 
Mauricio Taricco (to Totten- 
ham), Alex Mathie (Dundee 
United) and Danny Sonner 
(Sheffield Wednesday), having 
resisted all offers last seasoa 

Trying to remain solvent 
while pushing for promotion 
requires, as Burley says, “a 
fine balancing act”, and just to 
test his sense of equilibrium fur- 
ther this season he has twice 


lost his right-hand man as other 
dubs have plundered his coach- 
ing as well as his playing staff 
with, first, Biyan Hamilton leav- 
ing to join Norwich as their 
director of football and then his 
replacement Stewart Houston, 
heading off to Tottenham to re- 
unite with George Graham. It 
only needs Glenn Hoddle to re- 
turn to work for John Gorman, 
his new No 2, to complete an 
unprecedented hat-trick of 
departures. 

But Buriey is unfazed by it all 
just as he was as a player, from 
the day he made his debut as a 
17-year-old at Old Trafford 
marking George Best in the 
Irishman's last United home 
game. “I've got my own beliefs, 
so nothing will change no mat- 
ter who comes in," he said. 
“They’ll fit into our style.” 

Ironically, one of those old 
boys could do their former dub 


some mischief in Ipswich's 
quest for promotion. Part of 
that difficult run-in which Bur- 
ley speaks of involves an away 
game against their promotion 
rivals Birmingham City, where 
Mick Mills, who made a record 
number of appearances for Ip- 
swich, is first-team coach. 

Robson is often described as 
Burley’s mentor and yet he 
never saw his young fell-back as 
manageri al material- “I though t 
he might be a coach one day, 
perhaps work with the kids be- 
cause he was a boy at heart, but 
not someone who would run a 
dub," the former England man- 
ager told me from the Nether- 
lands, where he is conducting 
his contract at PSV Eindhoven. 

“He looked more like a 
school teacher than a foot- 
baller. He had this funny little 
right-arm action when he ran, 
a sort of windmill movement 


He was always very, very pro- 
fessional The irgury he sirred 
was a nasty one: we -had to 
teach him how to walk again, 
but he was determined enough 
to recover from it at a time 
when many players didn't But 
he's surprised me how well 
he's done as a manager: He’s 
got success working under con- 
siderable restraints.” 

Success on a similar scale to 
that which Robson enjoyed dur- 
ing his 13 years at the dub may 
sadly never be repeated by a 
dub of Ipswich's stature, yet 
Buriey is upholding Ipswich's 
proud tradition of producing 
great talent Now they just need 
promotion to hold on to it 

"They're in a better position 
than they’ve ever been since 
they got relegated," Robson 
said. “If they don't go up now 
they will have blown their best 
chance." 


set for 

Real 

switch 

b y reran Daley - 

toe REAL MADRID president 
Lorenzo Sanz confirmed yes- 
terday his dub have been of- 
fered the unsettled Juventus 
midfielder Zinedine Zidane, 
and that the Spanish giants are 
keen to sign him at.the end.of 
the season. - - . . 

Zidane was quoted as saying 
on Thursday that he is consid- 
ering leaving Juventus, where 
his contract runs through 2004, 
and would like to play in Spain. 
Ram believes the French World 

Cup hero could wefl be playmg 
for his side next season. 

•Tve asked after Zidane’s 
condition because he has al- 
ready been offered to us,” Sanz 
said. “We like the idea of bring- 
ing him in. At the end of this 
season we are going to sign new 

players. We have the money 
available and there will be 
transfers." 

Sanz has promised a revo- 
lution at Real at the end of the 

current season -one which has 
seen the chib struggle in the 
Spanish League and exit the' 
European Cup at the quarter- 
final stage -and has hinted that 
the poor form of the reigning 
European ch ampions owes a 
great deal to the behaviour of 
some of the club’s more ego- 
tistical stars. 

He has indicated that Real 
will look to cash in on some of 
the b»g nam es who helped them 
win the European Gup last sea- 
son, with the likes of the Croa- 
tian Davor Suker and Italy’s 
Christian Panucti tipped to be 
leaving the capital The de- 
fending European champions 
have been knocked out of all 
European competitions this 
year and are currently in fifth 
place in the Spanish League, 10 
points behind the leaders 
Barcelona. 

Zidane has been quoted as 
saying that his Spanish wife is 
not happy in Huin and that he 
will evaluate his situation at the 
end of tbe current season, “For 
now, I am with Juventus. For 
now,” he said yesterday. “At the 
end of the season I will have to 
speak with [the Juventus] man- 
agement and with ray wife." 

“When I was still in France, 
I said that I would like to play 
in Itaty. In the same way, now 
I am saying that I would like to 
play in Spain. 

“I don’t know when, but one 
day I want to play in Spain." 

Zidane has scored 20 goals 
and assisted in countless oth- 
ers in his 129 games with Ju- 
ventus. In addition to the two 
domestic titles he has won with 
the TVirin side, he has enjoyed 
successful campaigns in the In- 
tercontinental Cup and the Eu- 
ropean SuperCup, as well as 
reaching three consecutive 
European Champions' Cup 
finals. 

The 26-year-old playmaker’s 
finest moment was at last sum- 
mer’s World Cup, when he 
beaded home two goals in 
France's 3-0 upset of Brazil in 
the final. 
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NATIONWIDE LEAGUE TABLES 


FIRST DIVISION 

P Wfi L f APB 
Sunderlnd [PJ.42 28 11 3 85 26 95 
Bradford Clcy.*2 24 S iQ 7A 80 

Ipswtcti -ai 2 c 8 2 * 80 

Birmingham ...41 20 12 9 61 53 72 

Bolton 41 18 14 9 70 54 SB 

Wolves 41 18 13 TO 59 38 67 

fififlSrd”."” .7 4 f 7? T 3 iTsf 52” 64 

Shefflold Utd .4? 15 12 > 4 63 60 57 

Crystal Pal 42 14 15 13 55 60 57 

HuddersReld . 42 14 14 14 57 66 56 

Grimsby 40 16 S 16 38 47 56 

West Brom 42 15 3 16 64 70 54 

Norwich 47 13 15 13 52 53 54 

Barnsley 42 12 16 14 52 50 52 

Stockport 41 12 16 13 46 48 52 

Tranrow* 42 li 18 >3 57 56 5l 

Swindon 42 U 11 20 54 7 6 44 

QPR 41 II II 79 45 53 44 

Portsmouth ...42 10 13 19 51 65 43 

Oxford Utd.. 42 9 13 20 41 66 40 

Port Mala 41 II 7 23 40 71 4 0 

Bory 42 8 16 18 32 38 40 

Bristol Qty 41 8 14 19 52 72 38 

Crewe 41 9 11 21 48 75 38 


SECOND DIVISION 

P W D L F A Pts 

Fulham (P) 40 29 6 5 89 26 93 

Watoan 40 23 8 9 55 41 77 

Man aty 42 20 1 5 7 60 29 75 

Preston 41 21 71 5 73 42 74 

GUUngham 41 19 74 8 65 39 71 

Bournemouth 41 20 10 11 6! 39 70 

Wgan" 7 7 “7 39“ Ta "8 73" 59" 40 62 

Stofco 40 19 5 16 52 51 62 

MW wall 41 17 10 14 49 47 61 

Beading 42 15 13 14 51 56 58 

ChesterHeld .40 16 10 14 44 40 58 
Notts County 40 13 10 17 47 54 49 

Luton 41 13 10 18 46 58 49 

Blackpool 41 12 13 16 37 47 49 

Wrexham . . 40 12 12 76 39 55 40 

Bom ley 41 17 13 77 47 70 46 

Bristol Rvrs ..41 10 15 16 54 50 45 

Colchester 41 10 15 16 43 60 45 

tort 41 11 10 20 51 72 43 

Oidfiam 41 11 9 21 41 58 *2 

Wramtbe ...41 10 11 2045 53 41 
Northampton 41 9 74 !E 34 49 41 
Macclesfield . 40 10 9 21 35 51 39 
Lincoln Qty .. .40 10 7 23 36 68 37 


THIRD DIVISION 

P W D L F A PB 

Comb Utd 40 22 5 3 75 42 75 

Cardiff 42 21 12 9 58 35 75 

Brentford. . 40 22 5 15 65 52 71 
Scunthorpe .. 4; 20 1:4 i?j 55 5? 
Leyton Orient 4Q 17 7 3 >0 57 57 64 
Rotherham .... 40 17 II 12 69 55 62 

Swansea 40 16 1 3 17 46 41 61 

SuwRefd77.7.4 f T7 “s Tf 55" “6 - 60 

Halifax 41 15 14 12 52 50 59 

Peterborough « 16 10 16 63 54 58 

Plymouth 4t 16 9 16 52 42 57 

Darlington .. 40 16 8 16 55 51 56 

Brighton 42 16 5 21 47 62 53 

Exeter 40 14 n 15 41 40 53 

Chester 42 72 16 14 51 59 52 

Barnet... .41 14 10 77 50 63 52 

Thrauay • . . 42 71 17 14 45 50 so 

Rochdale 41 12 14 15 37 46 50 

Shrewsbury.. .41 12 13 16 44 53 49 

Hull 42 1 3 10 19 «*1 57 49 

Soothend 42 12 ll i9 45 53 47 

CarBskr 42 10 1« 18 37 46 44 

Hartlepool.. .,41 11 10 20 47 62 43 
Scarborough 40 12 5 23 4i 67 41 
• Eidutimg Iasi night's results 


Jewell wants Bradford to be calm 


PAUL JEWELL, the Bradford 
City manager, does not want 
local rivalry to get in the way of 
their Premiership dream when 
they face Huddersfield Town at 
Valley Parade today. 

Bradford are in contention 
for the second automatic pro- 
motion place and Jewell is de- 
termined his players will not be 
sidetracked by the derby. 

“These games give more of 
an incentive to the supporters 
than anyone else.” he said. 

“The players will notice the 
difference with the atmosphere 
but at the end of the day there 
are still only three points at 
stake." 

Ian Bowyer, Birmingham 
City’s first-team coach, believes 
victory over Wolves at St 
Andrew's would take them a 
significant step closer to the 


BY David Anderson 

Premiership. “If we can get the 
right result it will be a massive 
boost for our play-off push." he 
said. 

At the other end of the table 
Crewe's Dario Gradi has set his 
side a stiff target of winning 
their five remaining games to 
avoid relegation. 

The bottom-placed club face 
play-off hopefuls Watford at 
Gnesty Road and Gradi said: “If 
we win all our games then we 
won't get relegated." 

The Hornets are expecting 
a real battle and Graham Tay- 
lor said: “They drew with Birm- 
ingham and won 5-1 at West 
Brom and you don't usually 
get results like that unless you 
have something to offer." 

Bury's Neil Warnock has 


told his players to go for broke 
against Grimsby at Blundell 
Park in a desperate bid to beat 
the drop. Bury played well de- 
spite losing 5-2 to Sunderland 
in midweek and Warnock said: 
“If we play like that we can beat 

anyone, but if we make the 
same mistakes in defence we 
can also be beaten." 

Alan Buckley, the Grimsby 
manager, is expecting a tough 
afternoon and he said: “In Neil 
Wbrnock, Bury have a manager 
well versed in taking teams up 
through the divisions and he 
also makes his sides very diffi- 
cult to play against" 

According to Malcolm Shot- 
ton, Oxford's fight against rel- 
egation could go right down to 
the wire. They travel to fellow 
strugglers Port Vale in a six- 
pointer and the manager said 


said: “There are probably still 
eight clubs who know they’re 
still in danger of tbe drop." 

Port Vale’s Brian Horton 
said: “With us both being down 
at the bottom, this is obviously 
seen as the big one, but all our 
remaining games are big ones 
because of where we are." 

Like Shotton, Portsmouth's 
Alan Ball believes that any of 
eight teams could go down but 
he is confident his side will 
avoid the drop - even though 
they are only three points 
above the relegation zone. They 
face West Bromwich Albion 
today who have faded out of the 
play-off picture after a disas- 
trous recent run. 

Swindon Town travel to Sei- 
hurst Park to face the resur- 
gent, if still heavily indebted. 
Crystal Palace. 


PREMIERSHIP 

PRETENDERS 


FIRST DIVISION: 
PROMOTION 
RUN-IN 

BRADFORD CITY: today: hudtfe 
Held (Hi: 34 Apr: QPR (A); 1 Nt 
Ouford Utd (H); 9 May. Wolves [/ 
IPSWICH TOWN: today: Bolton [, 
20 Apr: S rockport (HI; 24 Ai 
Crewe |H); 2 May: Birmingham (< 
9 May: Sheffield Urd (HJ. 
BIRMINGHAM OTlfc today: Woh 
OPR (Hi; 24 Apn Br 

wl OtytA): 2 May; Ipswich 
Sunderland (A). 

bouton WANDERERS: Today: 

Minch (Hi: 20 Apr: Norwich .aJ: : 
Apr: Bury (A): 30 Apr: Wolves (H) 
May: ftjrtsmoudi (A). 

WANDERER 

Birmingham (A): 2S Ai 

WBAJH): M Apr: Bolton (A); 4 Nk 
Grlm*y (AJ: 9 May; Bradford City (I 
WATFORD: today: Crewe (AJ: : 
Apr: Port Vale (A). 24 Apr: Crys 
PJbce (Hi; 1 May: Barnsley (AJ: 
May; Gnmsby (HJ. ^ 1 1 


Dundee 

DUNDEE HAVE pulled out of a 
proposed deal which could have 
seen them being bought out by 
their city rivals. They were re- 
portedtythe subject of a £2m bid 
from Dundee United, but it is 
believed that Dundee have now 
dismissed the idea. 

Dundee have started con- 
struction work to bring their di- 
lapidated Dens Park ground up 
to the Scottish Premier League 
standards. The work must be 
completed by 31 July, otherwise 
they risk being thrown out of 
the Premier League. 


get cold 


SCOTTISH 

FOOTBALL 


Neither club has comment- 
ed publidy on the proposals, al- 
though it is believed talks were 
so far advanced that a press 
conference had been called for 
last Monday afternoon Lo an- 
nounce the deal 
“We have always maintained 
that any joining together of the 
clubs would have to be slanted 
in favour of United because of 
the respective assets owned." 
said a United spokesman. 


feet over United 


“Equally, we believe it could 
happen onlyif it was acceptable 
to the board of directors of 
Dundee Football Club. To date 
that has not happened and the 
clubs remain separate.” 

Rangers have faffed to have 
their last game of the season 
against Kilmarnock moved 
back to its original date of 22 
May. Under the deal between 
the Scottish Premier League 
and Sky TV, all five closing 
matches have been switched to 
23 May, with all games set for 
a 6.05pm kick-off 
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buy-out 


The Scottish Football 
*-eague secretary, Peter Don- 
ald, had been seen as the ideal 


currently an 

short-list from the l , 
plications, Donald h 
he is not interestec 
“I have a . job 

which I enjoy and t 
a number of chaffer 

with the League," t 
“I am not interestec 
the SFA.” 
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Weekend guide to the Premiership 


MATCH OF THE DAY 








Southampton v Blackburn Rovers 


Last season: 3-0 



f 'A» > 

X*j J 


FOR SOUTHAMPTON and Blackburn, six- 
pointers do not get much bigger than this. 
A win for the Saints - coupled with Chari- 
ton failing to beat Leeds - would lift them 
outof the bottom three for the first time this 
season. A win for Blackburn would sec 
Brian Kidd's side given a similarly timely in- 
jection of hope. A draw would be of little use 
to either team, although third from bottom 
Rovers have a game in hand on the two sides 
below them and a point would be as benefi- 
cial for morale as much as for safely. 

The Southampton manager; Dave Jones, 
has seen his team win five and draw one of 
their last six games at The Dell, but will be 
acutely aware that as the season draws to a 
dose, the nerves will start to show and the 


BY NICK HARRIS 


pressures will intensify In this atmosphere, 
he will be hoping that Latvia's Marians Pa- 
hars - recently signed from Skonto Riga for 
£800.000 and due for a home debu t - can pro- 
duce the kind of performances that have seen 
him dubbed “the Latvian Michael Owea" 
Jones said yesterday: “We have tried not to 
push him loo quickly but he has settled in welL 
He speaks some English but football is a pret- 
ty universal language. Assuming there are no 
problems he wifi figure tomorrow.” 

At times like these in the past. Matt Le 
Tissier deft) has come to the rescue more 
than once and should continue in the start- 
ing line-up. Moroccan midfielder Hassan 


Kachioul should start after missing last 
week's 3-0 defeat at Aston Villa through in- 
ternational duty, while defender John Benes- 
ford could be recalled to the squad following 
a long-term knee problem after proving his 
fitness for the reserves. Goalkeeper Neil 
Moss (groin) is expected to recover and con- 
tinue in place of the injured Paul Jones, al- 
though defender Ken Monkou misses the 
game due to a one-match ban. 

The former Saint Kevin Davies could be 
given a surprise place in the Blackburn start- 
ing line-up alongside Ashley Ward, due to in- 
juries to Matt Jansen and Chris Sutton. 
Davies, with just one Premiership goal 
since his £7.25m move from The DeLl last 
summer, has been low on confidence after 


ongoing problems with tonsilitis and 
criticism from the fans. Kevin Gallacher 
i right i also comes into contention after * 
his injury problems, and his inclusion 
would probably offer Rovers their best 
chance of goals. In midfield Billy McKinlay 
has suffered a recurrence of his groin injury 
and is doubtful, although Lee Carsley may 
be available as he has improved in his bat- 
tle against an ankle problem. 

SOUTHAMPTON | from) Moss, Hlley. Dodo. Luna^kuJm. 
Carter. MarsJtm. Le Tissier. D Huffivrs. Oakley, kjchloul. 
M HugMes. Beaitve. Ostensrod. Paten. bridge, Beresiotd. 
Monk. Senjii. Ripley. Stens^iard 

BLACKBURN ROVERS {from) F.I.W. McAwer. Henctwz. 
PeaLK*. 3 toott\m. Davidson, Giiteipw. Johnson. McKinlay. 
Dunn. Carsley. Wiico*. Ware. Davies. Gate: her. Marcolin. 
Taylor. Flowers 

Suspensions: Southampton: Morikou 
Referee: G Bart er. 
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Charlton Athletic 
v Leeds United 

Last season: No fixture 


CHARLTON WILL again rely on their third-choice goalkeeper 
And}' Petterson when they face Leeds at The Valley today. Simon 
Royce has been absent since injuring his knee in training last 
month while Sasa Hie was taken off on a stretcher off during 
the win over West Ham 

Striker Clive Mendonca is suffering from a back injury and 
will have a late fitness test. 

Leeds will be without their Norwegian international duo Alf 
Inge Haaland and Gunnar Halle - Haaland is still struggling 
with a groin injury while Halle sustained a knee problem dur- 
ing the goalless home draw with Liverpool on Monday. The 
Welsh Under-2l international, Matthew Jones, who replaced 
Halle on Monday, in contention to start only his second game 
for the dub. 

David O'Leary might switch Jonathon Woodgate from the 
centre to right back, and play David Wetberall alongside cap- 
tain Lucas Radebe. Lee Bo wyer faces Charlton for the first time 
since be joined Leeds In the summer of 1996 for £2.6m. 

CHARLTON ATHLETIC [from): Barnes. Bamess. Beale. Bright. Brown. For- 
tune. Hunt. S Jones. K Janes. Klnsella. Konchesky. Mendonca. Mills. Mortimer. 
Newton, Parker. Pederson, Ftowefl. Prmgte. Redfeam. Robinson. Rufus. Tiler. Toms, 
VoudS. 

in=ns UNITED (from): Martyn. Radebe. Wetterall. lAHjoterd. Hassetoalnk. RMo. 
Bo wyer. Hopkln. Granville. KeweJI, Hone. Knarvfk, Batty Woodgate. Smith. Jones. 
Robinson. 

Rtfine A Wilkie . 




... And statistics 

The away-day 

AS IF Manchester United’s superlative 
performance against Arsenal in the FA 
Cup in midweek didn't illustrate how good 
they can be away from fortress Old 
Trafford. statistics show chey would have 
won all six Premiership titles (instead of 
just the four) on away form since 1 992. In 
five of the six completed seasons they 
comfortably won more away points than 
their nearest rivals and in che sixth (1994- 
95} won as many as Blackburn and had a 
better goal difference. The titles won by 
Blackburn (that year) and Arsenal (last 
season} were secured by a single point on 
each occasion, courtesy of home form. 

For every 1 00 points gained in the 
Premiership, statistics show around 60 
are gained at home. Only one top flight 
side - ironically Nottingham Forest - are 
having a season where they're gaining 
more points on their travels than at home. 

United travel well... 


kings from Manchester 


That's thanks to victories at Southampton, 
Everton and Wimbledon and only one win 
at the City Ground, in che first game of 
the season against Coventry. Last season, 
both Wimbledon and Crystal Palace round 
it more difficult to gain points at Selhursi 
Park - palace to che extent of gaining two 
points away for every point at home. The 
only English league club to have more 
difficulties with their home form is not 
surprisingly Brighton, who have managed 
six more points on their travels than at 
their Gillingham "home’. 

Some teams rely too heavily on home 
advantage to rhe detriment of gaining 
points on their travels. Southampton. 
Coventry and Blackburn are in the 
relegation strap because their away form 
is a pale imitation of what they can do at 
home. Even their rewards in front of 
partisan crowds are small compared to 


the Premiership's leading sides. Messrs 
Vialli and Ferguson at Chelsea and Man 
UCd have foscered a meanness on their 
own turf ro be envied. They have been 
defeated at home only once apiece - when 
West Ham won 1-0 at Stamford Bridge 
and when Middlesbrough won 3-2 at Old 
Trafford respectively. And then there is 
Arsene Wenger - the last time Highbury 
witnessed a Premiership defeat was in 
December 1997, 3-1 to Blackburn. 26 
games ago. 

Most of the Premiership goalscorers 
who ger into double figures score the 
majority of their goals on their own 
grounds. It should come as no surprise 
that among the handful who score just as 
readily on their travels are Manchester 
United's three main strikers. 


Coventry City v 
Middlesbrough 

Last season: No fixture 


^JVENTRY EXPECT to be unchanged despite Paul Heifer suf- 
fering a dead leg at Everton on Sunday. He has been under 
treatment and is expected to be fit Striker John AJoisi is in 
the frame to play up front, with Noel Whelan droppinginto mid- 
field if Teifer does not play. 

Gordon Strachan's biggest decision will be.wfaether to pick 
Darren Huckerby. The striker has now gone 13 games with- 
out a goal and has struggled to find his best form as the side 
have pulled themselves out of the bottom three. 

Strachan kept faith with him against Everton but de- 
scribed the team's first-half performance in the 2-0 defeat as 
a “waste of time" and could be tempted to bring Aioisi in from 
the start 

Middlesbrough wifi give late fitness tests to Ratal Gascoigne, 
Gary Pallister and Robbie Mustoe but their Italian defender 
GianJuca Festa is out with a thigh injury, and wing-back Robbie 
Stock dale is suspended as Bryan Robson’s side look to build 
oo a run of six games undefeated. 

COVENTRY CITY (Framl-. Hedmart, Breen. Stew. William*. Burrows. THfer. Mc- 
AJIraef. Soirwdt. Boaieng, Whelan, Mucker®* AJoisi. Clement. Qoacchini. Kirkland. 
Kon|lc Edworfhy. Boland. 

MIDDLESBROUGH (from): Schwanter. BeresToni. Baker, Kinder. Vickers. Pallister. 
Cooper. Gordon. Maddlson. Mustoe. Gascoigne. O'Neill. Townsend, Summerbell. 
Armstrong, Rlcard, Deane. 

Suspension: Middlesbrough: StodtdaJe. 

Referee: D EJieray. 

Liverpool v 
JPBL Aston Villa 

Last season: 3-0 

? UVERPOOUS FLEETING hopes of Europe will be put to the 
test today without hamstring victim Michael Owen. Karlheinz 
RiecCe will tafa» his place, with the Anfield side knowing they 
can Haim fifth spot and overtake Aston Villa if they win their 
games in hand. 

Owen, injured at Leeds on Monday won’t play again until 
next season, which means Sean Dundee also comes into the 
reckoning up front 

Rigobert Song will be back after international duty with 
Cameroon, while Steve Staunton is fighting to recover from an 
ankle injury. Vegard Heggem is still doubtful with a leg injury. 

Paul Merson is hoping to win a recall to the starting line- 
up for Villa after being on the bench for the last four games 
but he impressed as a substitute during last Saturday’s 3-0 
win against Southampton. 

Villa do have a vacancy to fill in midfield because Alan 
Thompson is set to miss the rest of the season with the ham- 
string injury he suffered in that game but Lee Hendrie is also 
pressing for his place after taking over from Thompson. 

LIVERPOOL (from): James. Garrard. Heggem. Sorts. Babb. 5taunton ; Can3gtief'. 
Matteo. McManaman. luce. Redknapp. Berger. Reale. Fowler. Dundee. Fnedtrt. 
narnebye. Fern. Thompson. Laonhaioseiv 

ASTON VILLA (Prom): Bosnfeh, Watson. Caldemood. Southgate. Wright, Stone, 
Draper. Hendrie. Merson. Taylor. CoBymore. Joachim, Delaney Barry. Someca. Oakes. 

VasMU. 

Referee; J Winter. 

vsgtv Manchester United 
v Sheff Wed 

Last season: 6-1 

MANCHESTERUNITEffS reserve goalkeeper Raimond vander 
ctnnrflwwitfi Ppfpr Sehmeichel receiving treatment 


Season 


Total 

points 

Home 

points 

Away 

points 

1992-93 

Man Ucd 

84 

47 

37 


. Aston Villa 

74 

44 

30 

1993-94 

Man Ucd 

92 

48 

44 


Blackburn 

84 

47 

37 

19W-95 

Blackburn 

89 

53 

36 


Man Ucd 

88 

52 

36 

1995-96 

Man Ucd 

82 

49 

33 


Newcastle 

78 

52 

26 

199&97 

' M?n Ucd 

75 v". . 

•41''. 

34 

. '• - ' 

Newcastle 

68 

42 

26 

1997-98 

Arsenal 

78 

47 

31 


Man Ucd 

77 

43 

34 

1998-99 

Man Utd 

64 

37 

27 


... and so do their strikers 

Players scaring 10 ar mare Premiership goals chis season 


(so far) 


Belter at home 

Player Goals 

M Owen 13 
H Rlcard 1 5 
D Dublin 14 
R Fowler 1 4 
N Anelka 1 3 
D Bergkamp 1 1 
J Joachim 11 
A Shearer 10 
JEuell 10 
G Zola 10 


(home) 


Just as happy away 

Player Goals (home) 

DYorke 16 (8) 

A Cole 15 (9) 

J F Hasselbalnk ? 5 (9) 

OGSolskjaer ll (6) 

T A Flo 10 (8) 










- : • 
... -• 


The green grass of home 


Own ground advantage 

Club Points dropped 

at home 1990-99 


•.vJ&i 1 :'- 


Season 

T?cal 

Points gained 

% home 

(Premiership) 

points 

at home 

poinrs 

1992-93 

1256 

772 

61.5 

1993-94 

1244 

718 

57.7 

1994-95 

1252 

749 

59.8 

1995-96 

1042 

656 

63 

1996-97 

1021 

605 

63 

1997-98 

1045 

647 

61.9 

1 998-99 (so far) 

867 

531 

61.3 


Arsenal 

10 

Man Ucd 

1 1 

Chelsea 

13 

Leeds 

14 

Liverpool 

14 

West Ham 

IB 

Middlesbrough 

21 

Aston Villa 

21 

Tottenham 

21 

Coventry 

22 

' Derby 

22 

Newcastle 

23 

Southampton 

24 

Wimbledon 

24 

Blackburn 

26 

Leicester 

27 

Sheff Wed 

27 

Charlton 

28 

Everton 

31 

Nnrrm Fnrw 

38 

Statistics: Brian Sears/ 

Nick Hams 


Relying on home comfort 

Home Away Gap Home 
points points games 
left 




Leeds' Jimmy 
Floyd w 

Hassetbaink, who 
will make Charlton 'r„: 
wary this afternoon, \ 
having scored nine of 
his 15 league goals 
away from home this 
season 


% Southampton 

24 

6 

13 

'A Leeds 

37 

21 

16 

3. Coventry 

26 

11 

15 

. Tottenham 

27 

13 

14 

Arsenal 

38 

25 

13 

Blackburn 

22 

9 

13 

EL' Middlesbrough 

30 

17 

13 

^ Wimbledon 

27 

14 

13 

ft Liverpool 

28 

16 

12 

f West Ham 

30 

18 

12 

Aston Villa 

30 

19 

11 

Derby 

29 

IS 

11 

Man Utd 

37 

27 

10 

Newcastle 

25 

17 

8 

Everton 

20 

14 

6 

Sheff Wed 

21 

17 

4 

Charlton 

17 

14 

3 

\ Leicester 

21 

IS 

3 

Irri*! Chelsea 

32 

31 

1 

, 4? Noccm Forest 10 

A 

11 

-I 


MONDAY (SPM) 


Wednesdays European uup senuruuai. ayau vug©* i 
chance of playing today after picking up a foot injuiy but should 
also be fit for Turin. The injury is not as serious as first antic- 
ipated and that will be a relief to Alex Ferguson, given his cur- 
rent form, which led to the wondergoal that sank the Gunners. 
Swedish winger Jesper Blomqvist, who started Wednesday’s 
game ahead of Giggs, is also having treatment after taking a 
knock against ArsenaL 

v. . .1. - A . CffrAiHAtna hac hlTYlSAlf 


pvailablefor Sheffield Wednesday agam.bioaijoviciiaaueu*ucu 

not to play for the Owls in the wake of the Kosovo crisis- and 
with friends and family living in and around Belgrade - but the 
defender played in the reserves in midweek and comes into 
contention in an otherwise injuiy and suspension-free squad. 

MANCHESTER UNITED (from): Wwi d^Gouww S^. 

Johnsen, P Neville. Beckham, Keane. Bun. Schotes. Cole. Vbrius, Solsfcjarr, 
Blomcprtst Sherlngnam, Irwin, Greening, Curtis. Culkiru 
SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (from): Smlcek. Atherton. 

bone. Booth. Sanetd. Coblan. Humphreys. Bnscoe. ScctonoHc. Emerson, HincheJiJfe. 
Rufc. AJoursdcissO". Sonner. Crcsswdl, Scott. Pressman. 

SuspeostasK None. 

Ref e ree : N Barry 


PHYSICALLY AND mentally draining their 
FA Cup semi-final replay defeat by Man- 
chester United may have been, but at least 
Arsenal have the luxury of a long weekend 
to recover with this cross-town meeting 
scheduled for Monday night. 

Despite the disappointment of Wednes- 
day*s loss, Arefine Anger’s side are still veiy 
much in contention for the title and their 
League form to date this year is nothing if 
not that of champions. The Gunners are cur- 
rently unbeaten in 17 League games and the 
last player to score a League goal against 
them at Highbury was Leeds’ Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink on 20 December. 


Arsenal v Wimt 

Last season: 5-0 


On top of that impressive run, Arsenal 
have lost just three times this season, one 
incidence of which came courtesy of Mon- 
day's opponents aL Selhurst Park back in 
November, when Eton Ekoku scored the 
winning goal. 

Wimbledon, however; are presently in no 
way reproducing the form they were show- 
ing before Christmas, having won only one 
of their last 11 and disappeared out of the 
running for a Uefe Cup place. It is perhaps 
no coincidence that their wretched League 
form has coi/icided with the convalescence 
of their charismatic manager. Joe Kinnear. 
and, with their portly forward John Harl- 




sr Newcastle United 
V Everton 

Last season: 1-0 


THE YOUNG Newcastle duo David Beharall and Steve Caldwell 
are standing by to make Premiership debuts after injury' prob- 
lems have limited Ruud Gullit’s options. The FA Cup finalists 
are without the injured Steve Howey, Laurent Charvet and Di- 
dier Domi and the suspended Nikos Dabizas, and either Be- 
harall or Caldwell will team up with 19-year-old Aaron Hughes 
in central defence. The former Everton striker Duncan fbrguson, 
who made his comeback in the semi-final victory over Totten- 
ham Hotspur last Sunday, may have to settle for a bench place. 

Don Hutchison returns for Everton after a three-match ban 
against Newcastle, the dub he supported as a boy. Nicky Bar-ru- 
by serves a one-game suspension, while David Unsworth re- 
turns after recovering from the illness that ruled him out last 
Sunday. Marco Maberazzi will make way for Unsworth and will 
also miss out next week against Charlton as Whiter Smith sees 
no point in induding the Italian knowing he is then banned for 
the rest of the season. Ibrahirna Bakayoko is back in the squad 
after international duty but could be on the bench after Kevin 
Campbell's two goals against Coventry. 

NEWCASTLE UNITED Given. Harper. Barron. Griffin. Hughes. BeteraU. 

Caldwell. Speed. Hamann. Lee. Georgiadls. Made. Brady. Ketsta<a. Shearer. Fer- 
guson. Pearce. McClen. 

EVERTON (from): My tire. We>r. Short. Watson. Unsworth. Ball. Hutchison. Dacourr. 
Gemmili. Jeffers. Campbell. Grant. Cadamarteri. Degn. Ward. Bakayoko. Simonson. 
Suspensions.- Newcastle: Pabizas. Everton: Barmby. 

Referee: G Poll. 


Nottm Forest v 
Tottenham 

Last season: No fixture 




PIERRE VAN HOOUDONK is expected to keep his place in the 
Nottingham Fbrest line-up despite an argument with manager 
Ron Atkinson over his performance in last Saturday's 1-0 de- 
feat at Derby. Fbrest will be without Carlton Palmer for a game 
which could see them relegated. 

Tottenham’s Darren Anderton faces a late test on a hip in- 
jury and with Andy Sinton another doubt, manager George Gra- 
ham is likely to make changes. Anderton and Sinton both took 
knocks in last Sunday's FA Cup semi final defeat by Newcas- 
tle and it could mean rare starts for Ruel Pox and Jose 
Dominguez - in the Portuguese winger's case bis first this sea- 
son. Graham also has promising young defender Ledley King 
in a 19-man squad. Rill- back Justin Edinburgh is still serving 
a four-match suspension after being sent off in the Worthing- 
ton Cup final and this will be extended to five games after he 
collected a fifth yellow card this season a week later. Stephen 
Clemence is fit again after three months out with a calf injury 
and is added to the squad. 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST (from); Crosshfy. Louis-J«an. Gough. Edwards. CtecMe. 
Rogers. Freedman. Johnson. Bonalair, Van HooinJonk. Haiewod. Shipperiey. Wean. 
Mjccsson. Lyrrte. Pwfiflo, Stensaas. Hjelde. Goodlad. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (from)- Walken Carr. King. Mllsen. Campbell. Tancco. Young. 
Ft Mint). Sherwood. NWsen, Fa*. DomtuguK. Oemenie. Antfenon. FeriSnand. Iwrsen. 
GinoJa. Armstrong. Baardsen (gk). 

Suspensions: Forest: Palmer. Spurs: Edinburgh. 

Reforee: G Willard. 

West Ham United 
v Derby County 

Last season: 0-0 « 


WEST HAM’S Paul Kitson is out of because of a hip injury, so 
Ian Wright is set to start. The former Arsenal manager tast- 
ed his first competitive action since January as a substitute 
in last week’s 0-0 draw with Leicester and it is most likely that 
Harry Redknapp wfl) name him in the starting XI. England de- 
fender Rio Fbrdinand is still out with ankle ligament damage 
despite hopes that he might have returned The Cameroon in- 
ternational Marc-Vivien Fbe is back from international duty, 
and that could mean Eyal Berkovic dropping to the bench if 
Harry Redknapp uses a 4-4-2 formation. 

Derby plan to take the game by using three strikers at Upton 
Park. Although top scorer Deon Burton is suspended, Mikkel 
Beck is back from injury and Dean Sturridge could also link 
up with the Dane and Paulo Wanchope in a three-pronged at- 
tack. Derby still have their Croatian captain Igor Stimac and 
the Italians Stefan o Eranio and Francesco Baiano on the in- 
jury list while Vas Borbokis and Rory Delap are out for the rest 
of the season, 

WEST HAM (freml: Hislop. Ports. Ruddcck. Pearce. Minto. Keller. Sinclair. Lomas. 
F<«. Uimpard. BerKwic. Wright. Dl Canto, Ftnesu Cole. La:aildte. Moncur. Coyne. 
Mulligan. Abou, Boylan. 

DERBY (from): Hoult. Prior. Carbonari, Schnoor. Laursen, Powell. Bohlnen. Dori- 

S o. Sturndge. Beck. Wanchope. Poom. Harper. Elhorr. Christie. Jackson. Bndge- 
filkinscn, Murray 
Suspensions; Derby: Burton 
R eferee: K Burge. 


TOMORROW: -2PM 




son utterly foiling to justify his £7.2m trans- 
fer fee, it is difficult to see past Arsenal claim- 
ing another three points, especially as 
Martin Keown’s two-match suspension 
does not begin until after this match. 

Wimbledon's cause will not be helped by 
the absence of both Ekoku and Michael 
Hughes. The Nigerian interna tional is out 
for the rest of the season after surgery' on 
a tom cartilage and Hughes has also just 
left hospital, having finally succumbed to 
his long-term groin trouble and undergone 
a double hernia operation yesterday. 
SQUADS: Tv be jniK«*n(«J. 

Referee; S LoUfe IcJtfrnsleyl 


Chelsea v 
Leicester City 

Last season: 1-0 


GIANULJCA VIALLI has an injuiy and suspension-free side tD 

select from for tomorrow's game. Franck Leboeuf and Celes- 
tine Babayaro both missed the Blues’ midweek 0-0 draw at Mid- 
dlesbrough through injury but are back in the squad. Gustavo 
Pqyet picked up a slight knee injury during the game at the 
Riverside and had been considered a slight doubt but he trained 
alongside the rest of the squad yesterday. 

Leicester’s Ftank Sndair mates an emotional return to Stam- 
ford Bridge after escaping a two-match ban. The 2?-year-old 
thought he may have to miss the game along with Leicester's 
next away trip -to Liverpool next Wednesday - after picking 
up 11 bookings. However an FAdiscipltoarypand decided against 
imposing a suspension and, instead, Sinclair was given an undis- 
closed fine and a warning about his future conduct Leicester’s 
other former Chelsea player Muz?v Izzet remains doubtful after 
missing the last two games with a hamstring problem, 

CHELSEA Ifrcutil; De Gory. Mutuw. HuclKOCk. Lrboeuf. Desswy: U Saux. ftw. Mye«. 
Ouberry. Lambounle. Terry, & Matt**. Ba^iyaro. Poyef. Wije. GoMtaek. Neva- 

for. NKhclIv. Moite. ZUa. Ro. Russell. VUlii 


LEKE5TER CITY | frcm| Kdler, Arpficajd. Cuptff. Tjgpet. Elnctor. Elkotc. UlladTtfne. LemC'ff. 
Impey GunnUipson. Parker. HeBtey. Ccttec. Kaamatk. Main. M>«hali. Fenton. WiP 

son. Campbell. ZJaofjkiS 
Suspensions: None. 

R e f e n c c : MRred 
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United to pound 
out title message 


AFTER A MOMENT of genius 
which reminded all but the 
most blinkered Manchester 
United-haters of what drew 
them to football in the first 
place, the Premiership recon- 
venes today with both the title 
race and the relegation issue so 
finely balanced that a winner 
entering the net via a backside 
or a big toe will be received as 
if it were Ryan Giggs' glorious 
goal recreated. 

Points, rather than perfor- 
mances, are all that matter 
now. The top three's next fix- 
tures are all at home to sides 
roughly one win from safety, 
with Chelsea and Arsenal who 
do not receive Leicester and 
Wimbledon until tomorrow and 
Monday respectively, doubt- 
less hoping the exertions of 
Wednesday's FA Cup semi-final 
replay take their toll on Man- 
chester United against Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

Ironically, the victors may 
have paid a heavier price than 
the vanquished, and not simply 
in terms of tired limbs. The dis- 
missal of Roy Keane against 
Arsenal will cost United their 
captain's services later in the 
run-in. More pressingly. the 
injuries sustained by Giggs and 
Peter Schmeichel will almost 
certainly force them out against 
Wednesday, if not on Wednes- 
day, when they play the second 
leg of their European Cup semi- 
final away to Juventus. 

With the Stadio delle Alpi in 
mind, Alex Ferguson may be 
tempted to seek the same bal- 
ance between first choices and 
fringe players that served him 
so well at Villa Park. Several of 
his B list, notably Teddy Sher- 
ingham, played outstandingly, 
and there is a strong possibility 


FOOTBALL 


By Phil Shaw 

that the former York City strik- 
er Jonathan Greening will face 
Wednesday. 

Ferguson's deputy, Steve 
McClaren, alluded yesterday to 
the psychological warfare 
which is a characteristic of all 
United’s campaigns. “We need 
to send out a message to the 
rest of the Premier League 
that, even after the hectic week 
we've had, we can bounce back 
and get three points," he said. 

Wednesday's last visit ended 
in the 6-1 defeat which cost 
David Pleat his job as manager: 
But their away form under 
Danny Wilson (a 7-0 loser with 
Barnsley at United a week be- 
fore Pleat’s grim finale) is re- 
spectable enough to concern 
Ferguson, who will be wary of 
a player who began with Turin's 
other dub, Benito Carbone. 

Criticism of Chelsea for “foil- 
ing” to take over at the top in 
midweek betrayed a patronis- 
ing attitude towards Middles- 
brough. But as surely as 
Gianluca Vialli will appear for 
his post-match interviews in the 
obligatory pullover, Cbelsea 



remain well placed to win their 
first title since 1955. especially 
with United's resources being 
strained by their own success. 

Leicester, who have taken 
more points on their travels 
than any club in the lower half 
of the table, should provide 
obdurate opposition. It took a 
freakish strike by Franck 
Leboeuf to beat them last time 
they were at Stamford Bridge, 
and a preposterous penalty 
award by Mike Reed to finish 
them in an FA Cup replay the 
previous season. They will also 
have a Chelsea “reject", Frank 
Sinclair, bursting to thwart his 
old dub after being unexpect- 
edly cleared to play by the FA’s 
disciplin ary committee. 

Leeds, whose prospects of 
reaching the Champions’ 
League receded with Monday's 
draw against Liverpool, have the 
chance to renew the pressure on 
Chelsea and Arsenal by winning 
at Chariton today. Alan Cur- 
bishley, the home manager, al- 
most erred on the side of talking 
up Leeds unduly yesterday, hail- 
ing their “pace, power talent and 
experience” as well as the grow- 
ing maturity of the Valley old boy 
Lee Bowyer. 

But Chariton’s need for 


Can Brian Kidd (left) 
save Blackburn from the 
drop? Glenn Moore 
analyses the Premiership 
relegation battle. 

Plus Guy HGdgson on 
Ken Doherty's world 
snooker challenge and 
Mike Rowbottom on the 
London Marathon 
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Friday’s solution 


HUBUliaiil 
GJ B 111 LU II 

BUJIIL3HIIIL3 taCJLJLJHU 
L3 U til U B U 

I la LJ LI LJ HJU LI 13 HUHUDU 
H til UJ E U D u 

EHHEEJBBHBiiJ 
Cl U U til LkJ 13 U 

lauiDBUBHHiaa 

w h in 13 m til e 

IKlBlSlQUlM HEUUHRMHC] 

pan a \u a n 

gjtfuuuu EnumHHQEE 

pj U IS U 12 15 19 

EjLJuuiaa suLauimfliiuj 


Last Saturday’s solution 


HUUflaUB UlSUHLUlil 
ULJUULJUUld 
^□HHLULJl3DLllt3LJUULJy 
U1UI3UUUU121 
UULJUU DmHQBCjHHKl 
a U H U H Lfl B 
BUBHOB &&L3UJL1L] i 
IH U B U 

EiiHiiiaa laauuua 
a cj b ui 13 m u 
lillilUHUlkHilLJLJ LUUUBlii 
UJULlBULilLJU 
aUUUJUHliiaUHiaClBEiH 
llltllEJUHBliia 
uauiaata euhubej 


ACROSS 

1 Bodyguard comes in 
to supper after boxing 
exercises (5-3) 

5 Definition of party hard 
to find in a book (2.4) 

9 Saves lob spectacularly 
and dears <8> 

10 Frantic mum takes 
back murderer (6> 

12 Has ten letters redirect- 
ed - IOM. Cayman Is- 
lands etc (3,8) 

15 Backing for officer con- 
cealing appearance in 
court case (5) 

17 Students in universities 
join together for com- 
mon purpose rarely (9» 




painter, including one awful time (10) 

question put indirectly (9) 14 One summer amongst 

19 w»id culture conserved the Ancient Greeks HO) 

by English Heritage, pri- 16 Flavouring you have in 
marilv i5> drink on the rocks? (9) 

20 Beating rivals in garden 21 See topless stockings, not 

shed construction? til) close^tting (5) 

24 Marbetin Egypt 22 Capsizing in waterfall is a 

surrounded by fence <6> worry <4J 

25 Pressman’s on Irish stout 23 A periodic check turned 

(8) up something very small 

26 Deal possibly disclosed in (4) 

trunk call? (6) 

27 Perfumes and dry wine 
about to be introduced by 
German community (8) 

The first five correct solutions to this week's puzzle opened next Thurs- 

“ixford Dictionary of Quotations 
published next Saturday. Send 
Box 4D1&. The Independent 1 
n El-i 5BL. Please use the box 
tr own postcode. Last week's win- 
HuddersDeJd; I McLean, dove; D 


points is. if anything, more 
urgent Leeds being virtually 
assured of at least fourth place. 
Moreover, they have generally 
acquitted themselves well 
against teams from the upper 
reaches. Bowyer. whose 
reception may buck the trend 
for booing returning favourites, 
believes they will stay up. 

The collision of Southamp- 
ton. in 19th place, and Black- 
burn. in 18th. is practically a 
nine-pointer. After foiling to win 
at home for the first time this 
year against Arsenal South- 
ampton continued their 
wretched away run with a fur- 
ther two defeats, all of which 
would make a Blackburn victo- 
ry unthinkable. What better 
time, then, for Mark Hughes to 
break his scoring duck in his un- 
likely incarnation as a Saint than 
against a team managed by 
the Brians. Kidd and McClair? 

Among the clubs wishing 
that both teams could lose at 
The Deli, Coventry take on 
Middlesbrough needing to 
shake off the languor of Sun- 
day's defeat at Goodison Park, 
while the more fatalistic Ever- 
tonians are probably expecting 
their former idol, Duncan Fer- 
guson. to come off the New- 
castle bench and push them 
closer to the drop. 

Meanwhile, Nottingham 
Fb rest’s demotion could well be 
confirmed even if they, record 
an unlikely win over Tottenham. 
At the City Ground, as at 
Anfield, the minute's silence for 
the 96 who died after going to 
watch Fbrest play Liverpool at 
Hiilsborougbofl the equivalent 
Saturday 10 years ago sboifld be 
a poignant reminder of the dif- 
ference between disappoint- 
ment and disaster. 


DOWN 

1 Estate that's grown a lot 
( 10 ) 

2 Misses out in VfestcfilBFnn- 
Sea<5£> 

3 Mum conceals origins of 
young lad's passion for 
graceful girl (5) 

4 Acclaimed producer us- 
ing metric system? i4JIj 

6 Putin cells? (9) 

7 Oxygen and petroteum 
turned into mixture (4> 

8 Everyone finding sandy 
shore to lack breadth (4) 

11 Those given awards 
attesting to fairness by 
college? i&6) 

13 Selfless peasant taking 
one in after extremely 
awful time (10) 

14 One summo’ amongst 
the Ancient Greeks (10) 

16 Flavouring you have in 
drink on the rod®? (9) 

21 stockinet 

22 Capsizing m waterfall is a 
wor r y <4J 

23 A periodic check turned 
up something very small 
(4) 
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The Leicestershire wicketkeeper Paul Nixon tries to gathers ball from Matthew Brimson as Essex’s Ashley Cowan • 
looks on daring the home side's defeat at Chelmsford yesterday Report, page 23; photograph: David Ashdown 

Bradley’s licence suspended £ 


GRAHAM BRADLEY, the jock- 
ey charged with conspiracy to 
cheat will not be allowed to ride 
again until he has cleared his 
name. 

The Jockey Club yesterday 
suspended the 38-year-old's li- 
cence and took steps to restrict 
his access to certain areas on 
racecourses. Bradley, who said 
he was “very disappointed and 
very surprised" at the decision, 
will receive income support 
out of the Jockey Club's ad- 
ministration fund to offset the 
riding fees he will forfeit. He 
will be paid at the rate of about 
£29,000 a year, which is the 
amount an injured jockey can 
claim from the Professional 
Riders' Insurance Scheme. 

Bradley is accused of 
•■pulling" Man Mood, making 
the horse lose, when he was 
an odds-on shot in a two-horse 


RACING 


BY RICHARD EDMONDSON 

race at Warwick in November 
1996. He was charged at Char- 
ing Cross police station in 
London on Monday and bailed 
the following day at Bow Street 
Magistrates’ Court. Three 
Jockey Club stewards took the 
decision to suspend Bradley 
after interviewing the jockey at 
their Portman Square head- 
quarters yesterday. 

“This is a sad day, but it is 
the Jockey Club's responsibil- 
ity to preserve the integrity of 
racing," Christopher Spence, 


the senior steward, said. “The 
stewards have not made a 
judgement on whether or not 
Graham Bradley is guilty of the 
charge laid against him, but 
have decided that in view of the 
nature and gravity of the 
charge it is inappopriate for a 
licensed jockey to continue 
race riding." 

This is the same ruling the 
mandarins made after Jamie 
Osborne. Dean Gallagher and 
Leighton Aspell were investi- 
gated in an earlier part of race- 
fixing allegations. All were 
subsequently cleared. 

The Jockey Club has al- 
ready looked into the Man 


****** ‘wJvTvnJcm Newspaper. <UK> Umiicd, I Canada Square. Canarv 
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Mood race and decided there 
was no case to answer This, 
however, counted for nothing 

yesterday as far as Bradleywas 

concerned. 

Bradley said: “I know that 
Pm totally innocent and I’ve 
done nothing wrong. Pm going 
to fight and fight for as long as 
it takes. Fm super confident 
that it will all lpe done as soon 
as possible." 

Peter McCormick. Bradley’s 
solicitor, said the stewards had 
acted with “indecent haste”. 
“We have a justice system in 
this country that is still the envy 
of many in that you are inno- 
cent until proven guilty,” he 
said. “By withoiding Bir 
Bradley’s licence and taking 
away his livelihood the Jockey 
Club have acted as judge and 
juiy.” 

Racing, pages 26, 27 
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Hope 


17 year old high jumper given clearance for take off. 
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The British Always Olympic Futures Programme of multi-sport training camps in London and Orlando is helping 
175 young British athletes achieve their Olympic dreams. 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world s favourite airline 
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BE A LANDOWNER 
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Spinning a Web of lies 

Share-rampers have hit the Internet. The question is: can they be stopped? By Teresa Hunter 



Sandra Bullock Bushes out financial fraudsters in ‘The Net* — but real life is not so simple 


T hey were called the 
Praetorians, the big, 
bad wolves who threat- 
ened to destroy the 
American economy by 
hacking into Wall 
Street - before they 
were outsmarted by a lonely anorak 
in the form of Sandra Bullock. 

All very crass. Or it should have 
been, if recent events hadn't exposed 
just how uncomfortably dose to reality 
the fantasy of Bullock’s sd-fi film The 
Net had brushed. 

The risks of investing on the World 
Wide Web were finally brought home 
when private investors lost tens of 
thousands of pounds each after a 
hoaxer placed a bogus website on 
Yahoo Finance, a share -trading- tip 
notice board. 

His bulletin leaked rumours of a 
takeover bid by the Israeli company 
ECI for the small Nasdaq-listed Pan- 
Gain Technologies of California. 

Only there was no bid. But this 
didn't stop its share price rising 
sharply from $&5 to $11.13 before 
Ming back to $9.38 dollars on the back 
of the euphoria. More than 14 million 
shares changed hands, compared 
with a normal two million daily trades. 

Share prices have always moved on 
whisperand rumour, with bogus spec- 
ulation catalytic to investment disas- 
ters from the South Sea Bubble to the 
1929 Wall Street Crash. But concerns 
are mounting that the Internet may be 
particularly vulnerable to illegal share- 
ramping operations, leaving the en- 
thusiastic but guillible small investor 
most badly burnt 

Bloomberg’s European managing 
director Lex Fenwick says: "This is the 
great joy but also the great danger of 
the Internet It is so big that no one 
knows who is putting everything up or 
whether there is any truth in any of 
it Anyone can make a website. That’s 
what makes it so exciting, but so 
very, very scary." 

Another industry insider, who does 
not wished to be named, goes much fur- 
ther He says: “I suspect that what hap- 
pened last week happens aH the time. 
But on this occasion it got out of hand, 
the price rose higher than usual, peo- 
ple lost a tot of money and they got mad. 
That’s why it became a story. 

“But there are probably hundreds 
of smaller, similar stories going on all 
the time, which we never get to hear 


about The truth is, we just don't 
know the scale of the deception, and 
anyone who says he does is a liar." 

The temptation to spread unfound- 
ed rumours about a share is enormous. 
Pull it off and you can make a fortune 
as easily as printing money. You buy 
stock cheaply, post some hot gossip 
about a takeover or similar on a bul- 
letin board, watch the share soar; sell 
high and pocket the difference. 

Alternatively if you bought some 
dud stock, and want to minimise your 
loss, spread some rumours in an In- 
ternet chat room, and if you’re lucky 
the price will ease off its bottom, and 
you’ll be back in the red. 


But there are also strong reasons 
why companies would play this dan- 
gerous game. A predator might try to 
drive down the value of a company it 
wished to buy by spreading spurious 
scandal. Another in the doldrums 
might try to rachet up its share price 
by faking good news. 

Naturally, all these activities are il- 
legal throughout the Western world, 
and there are tough laws in place to 
guarantee stable markets. 

Barclays Stockbrokers managing 
director Tam Sheridan says: “It is in 
the vital interests of all governments 
to ensure that capital markets are 
open, honest, transparent and se- 


cure. This is an absolutely necessary 
function of any economy. 

“History tells us that in any indus- 
try there are people who will try to get 
something for nothing. But if markets 
are well regulated, such people will not 
succeed for very long." 

In the UK it is a criminal offence to 
give linanrial advice without proper 
authorisation, and the financial Ser- 
vices Authority, the City watchdog, 
says it will pursue anyone offering 
unauthorised advice which is available 
to a UK Internet usee wherever in the 
world it emanates from. 

But the reality is a little more com- 
plex. A spokesman for the FSA admits 


that the nature of the Web m eans that 
enforcing the law is not always 
straightforward. 

There are hundreds, if not thou- 
sands of Internet share-information 
lines, the most reliable of which 
include well-known names like Bloom- 
bergs, Barclays, Charles Schwab. 
American Express, Dow Jones, Stan- 
dard & Poors or the Financial Times. 

Then there are the racier yet nev- 
ertheless reputable services like 
Motley Fbol at fool.com, a gossipy 
tipster with chat rooms which is very 
popular in the States. Scores of simi- 
lar tip sheets can be accessed through 
normal search facilities like Jeeves 
Money or Yahoo Financial. 

Finally there are volumes of dubi- 
ous “hot tips" circulating from 
unknown sources, which are almost 
impossible to trace and substantiate. 

The difficulty is separating the 
wheat from the chaff, as the PairGain 
Technologies episode proved. The 
hoaxer had deliberately constructed 
his website to look like a Bloomberg 
report, to achieve ma ximum impact 

Counterfeiting in this way has 
never been easier than with the Net 
You simply pull up some pages, and 
download a design. Nothing could be 
simpler to then change the informa- 
tion contained and repost the page. 

As the neurotic Bullock said in 
The Net. “It’s all there just begging for 
someone to screw with. They've done 
it to me and they’ll do it to you." 


>• HOW TO BEAT THE 
. INTERNET CHEAT 


, 0 Never buy off an Internet tip 
any more than you would act 
on something you overheard 
in the pub. 

• Never act on one source of 
information alone. Always 
get confirmation elsewhere. 

• Study the website address 
carefully. A hoaxer may 
counterfeit a page, but only 
Bloomberg can use its 
website address. Check with 
the organisation behind the 
address whether a page with 
its name is bogus or not 

0 Check any contact telephone 
numbers. 

0 Always deal through 
reputable organisations. 


Big lenders refuse to play ball on rate cuts 

Homeowners’ hopes for lower mortgage payments have been dealt a harsh blow. By Paul Slade 


MILLIONS OF borrowers hoping that 
the 0.25 per cent cut in base rates by 
the Bank of England would be re- 
flected in a similar reduction on their 
home loans faced disappointment this 
week, as the UK's biggest lenders re- 
fused to play ball. 

Although Halifax. Abbey National, 
Cheltenham & Gloucester; NatWest 
and Northern Rock announced that 
they were trimming their variable 
rates by between 0.1 and 0.14 per cent 
- less than the base-rate cut the pre- 
vious week - they warned that in fu- 
ture borrowers would have to take a 
back seat to lenders. 

Paul D uffin, general manager for 
mortgages and savings at the Halifax, 
says: “Our view is that there might be 
one more cut in base rate to go - down 
to, say 5 per cent. As you get down to 
the bottom, it’s a question of striking 
a balance between the demands of 


both borrowers and savers. We're 
down to rates now that we haven't seen 
for a long, long time." 

Lorna Waddell, an Abbey National 
spokeswoman, adds: “We haven't said 
categorically whether we will or will 
not lower rates any further. But our 
savers outnumber our borrowers by 
seven to one, and their needs will be 
at the top of our mind from now on.” 

At the C&G’s, a spokeswoman says: 
“Savers are getting concerned about 
the continued cuts. Borrowers have 
benefited, and they may well now see 
savers being looked after more than 
in the past. We would certainly concur 
with the Halifax and Abbey National." 

Other big lenders, including Brad- 
ford & Bingley, have yet to decide 
whether to pass on any or all of the 
base-rate cut to their borrowers. 
Nationwide said this week that it will 
not drop its rate. 


However, Rowan Gormley, chief 
executive at Virgin Direct, which re- 
duced its variable rate by the foil 0.25 
per cent, argues that the big lenders' 
argument is flawed: “A taxpayer would 
need over £6,000 in a deposit account 
to lose out by just £1 a month as a re- 
sult of a 0.25 per cent cut in rates. 

“Yet if they are paying interest on 
a mortgage of £50.000 at the same time, 
they stand to lose out on a potential 
reduction of £10.41 if the rate cut is not 
passed on.” 

Some smaller lenders, such as 
Skipton Building Society, are also tak- 
ing a different line - at least with a few 
specialist products. 

Skipton has pledged that its Base 
Rate Tracker Mortgage will continue 
to fall as long as cuts in base rates con- 
tinue. The Thacker loan, relaunched 
last week, now guarantees a rate of no 
more than 1.25 per cent above base 


rate, currently standing at 5.25 per 
cent with a Further 1 2a per cent dis- 
count for the first 12 months. 

Mark Smitheringale. the society’s 
head of communications, says: “Every 
reduction in the bank base rate will be 
followed by ourselves on that 
particular product". 

But Paul Duffin at the Halifax 
warns that borrowers in Skipton’s 
Tracker will suffer if base rates should 
climb back to anything like their late- 
Eighties peak of over 15 per cent They 
may benefit when base rates are low, 
he suggests, but should expect no re- 
lief from the pain when base rates 
climb again. 

He adds: "When base rates have 
gone very high before, mortgages 
didn’t follow them all the way up. We 
protected borrowers against that." 

Skipton has yet to announce what 
will happen to its own standard 


variable rate after the latest base-rate 
cut but Mr Smitheringale says it is 
“almost certain" that its current vari- 
able of fi.89 per cent will be reduced. 

“Savers are being penalised. I think 
there comes a time when we have to 
try and maintain savers’ rates to try 
and give people some kind of reason- 
able return from investing in building 
societies," he says. 

Despite fears of falling rates for 
savers, the C&G's spokeswoman says: 
“We haven’t moved any of our savings 
rates yet We haven't decided whether 
we’re going to make any reductions on 
them at all yet or whether we’re just 
going to leave them be." 

Mr Duffin says: “There will be a re- 
duction for [Halifax] savers, but be- 
cause we’ve only had a small cut on 
the borrowers’ side, at least that allows 
us to moderate it We’ll be announc- 
ing that before the end of the month." 


Bargains of the Week 



Property of the week 

This two-bedroom house in the village of Benson, 12 
miles from Oxford, was built before the car impinged 
on property design. There is no vehicle access to the 
edge of the cottage; instead a public path runs aiong 
the front, dividing the house from its garden... which, 
by way of a bonus, includes an air-raid shelter built 
snugly for two. 

Simply and sympathetically restored, it has a good 
fitted kitchen, a dining room and a 14ft sitting room 
with an exposed stone wafl. an open fireplace, shelving 
and a wine store. The garden also has a large 
summerhouse with a 13ft sitting room, a utility room 
and a loo. I£ it came with a garage, it would cost around 
£30,000 more than it does. But public parking is only 50 
yards away at the end of the path. The guide price is 
£160,000. Ebr details' call MaUams on 01865 311909. 

Rosalind Russell 



Car of the week 

Under normal circumstances there would not be much 
to reco mm end a Vauxhali Monterey. It was a pretty 
undistinguished off-road vehicle, and this model has 
now been discontinued. This was perhaps surprising, 
because the Monterey was nothing more than a 
rebadged Isuzu Trooper itself a highly regarded 4x4. 

Essentially a Monterey is as roomy and tough as a 
Trooper, but the lack of image has meant rapid 
depreciation. It is not a shock, then, to find an unsold 
deliveiy-mileage example at Marshalls (01473 240200) 
on offer at £18.995 a saving of £8,000 on the showroom 
price. Thrapted? Well, the V6 engine’s thirst for ftiel, at 
around 20mpg, might put you off and expect even more 
depreciation over the next few years. 

JAMES RUPPERT 



Deal of the week 

There will always be an insurer prepared to grab 
custom by offering cheap home insurance deals - but 
seldom as cheap as Liverpool Victoria 
Take this example: a two-storey terrace property in 
north London, on which virtually every single 
telephone-based insurer (Direct Line, Churchill. CGU 
Direct Eagle Star Direct) all quoted between £312 and 
£390 for a rebuilding cost of £138,000. Liverpool Victoria, 
however; quoted £148. This, by the way. includes 
accidental damage. The downside is that two years 
down the line Liverpool Vic might not be so cheap. 
Meantime, you've saved more than 300 quid, 

NICCICUTTI 
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If you can 
better this rate, 
better call 
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• Ability to 'pool' your savings with 


family or friends to earn more interest 
• Consistently high interest rates 

m 

/; 
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• Choice of 50 Dav Notice or 

a - 


Direct Access Savings Account 



• Convenience of telephone banking 

Saving has never been simpler | 


* No minimum deposit. phone lines open monday-friday sam-vpm, Saturday sam-spm 
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I when the Bank of England 
announced 10 days ago that 
it was cutting its base rates 
by 0.25 per cent, millions of 
mortgage borrowers might 
have felt entitled to a small 
cheer of relief: for them, it 
should have meant another 
small cut in the cost of their 
monthly repayments. 

Yet, after a weekend of 
debate and discussion, a 
handful of the biggest 
lenders, making up perhaps 
45 per cent of the market 
have decided to shave their 
rates - by just 0.1 per cent 
on average. 

Even more worrying are 
the increasingty loud 
assertions by lenders that 
after several months of 
reductions, we appear to 
have come to the end of the 
line for mortgage-rate cuts. 

“We must concentrate on 
the rates paid to savers, 
since they outnumber our 
borrowers by a ratio of up to 
seven-to-one,” is the 
message now c oming from 
the likes of Abbey National, 
Halifax, Cheltenham & i 

Gloucester and the rest i 

I would be far more i 

prepared to believe this t 

1 argument were it not for the s 
fact that the seven-to-one 
argument is Sawed. a 

A very large proportion of f 

these accounts, several of I 

which may be held by one a 

saver, are effectively v 

dormant, with no more than 
a few hundred pounds in § 

them. The interest paid, of a s 

few pounds a year at best, s 

barely matters to typical b 

savers in the grand scheme d 

of things. c 

For example. £2,000 on 
which interest of 5 per cent H 

gross is paid, would earn £80 s< 
a year after tax. Reducing w 

the interest paid by 0.25 per n 

cent produces a drop of £4 in m 
annual income. Are we really a] 

expected to believe that ai 

millions of people would be tfe 

prepared to drop a £120 
annual cut on a typical cs 

£60,000 home loan for the “fi 

sake of an extra £4 in their wi 

savings account? ot 

Moreover; a number of be 

banks and building societies a ] 

have reduced their rates to Sr 

many savers by more than im 

the base-rate cuts made by to 

the Bank of England since be 

October last year. 

In other words, some ge 

institutions are taking wi 

advantage of the near- ap 

continuous reductions in the Wi 



A woman with six appeal 


Snia 



■cflture 


capital 


acs 


Financial makeover 
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Some institutions are 
taking advantage of 
base-rate cuts to 
bolster their profits 


R osie is a mature 
student who is set 
to finish college in 
June this year, 
when she will re- 
turn to work. Aside 
from the chal- 
lenges of taking up the reins of full- 
time employment a gain, she has six 
immediate financial problems which 
need to be resolved. 

Among them is the fact that while 
studying she has not paid national 
insurance contributions for the past 
year. Should she start paying now? 

Her endowment provider Eagle 
Stan has warned her that her policy 
may not be worth enough at matu- 
rity to pay off her mortgage. Should 
J she top up her endowment or take out , 
f a new mortgage to reduce other 1 
I payments? Finally Rosie had a pen- / 
sion in the past, but she has none at l 1 
present Should she start one now? [ 


past six months to bolster 
their profit margins at the 
expense of savers initially; 
and now of borrowers too. 
Their behaviour stinks. 


SAY WHAT you like about the 
Inland Revenue, but its staff 
do have a sense of humour. 

In March this year I finally 
paid my bill for the tax year 
1997/98. But I was eight days 
over the final deadline by 
which a payment was 
needed to avoid a surcharge 
of 5 per cent on the total 
amount owed. 

Therefore, in addition to 
about £75 in unpaid interest 
from 31 January, the 
Revenue also billed me an 
additional £250. A trifle 
unfair, I thought 

So 1 appealed - on the 
grounds that I was so grief- 
stricken by the illness and 
subsequent death of ray pet 
hamster, Snowy, in February 
that I was unable to think 
clearly and settle on time. 

Today the reply from the 
Revenue's customer 
services manager (who 
would probably prefer to 
remain anonymous): “I am 
□ot prepared to accept your 
appeal despite the obvious 
and genuine trauma that 
this tragic event has caused 
“I know how upsetting it 
can be when a pet hamster 
fells asleep at the wheel’ but 
would advise you that this 
outstanding amount should 
be paid now. My instincts as 
a pet lover tell me that 
Snowy would not like you to 
increase your indebtedness 
to the Inland Revenue 
because of his death." 

Following such a 
genuinely sympathetic reply, 
will I pay up now or take my 
appeal to a higher stage? 

Watch this space. 




NAME: ROSIE CATE AGE: 36 OCCUPATION: DESIGN CONSULTANT AND PART-TIME MA STUDENT j 
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The adviser: Philippa Gee, the 
managing director of Gee & Com- 
pany. a fee-based independent 
financial advisers, at Foresters Hail, 
la Wyie Cop, Shrewsbury SYl 1UT 
101743 236982) 










The advice: With a few months of 
studying left, you have time to move 
your financial affair s on to a firmer 
foundation. However, you need a 

financial p lan 

The first of six objectives is to 
organise your banking arrange- 
ments. Being self-employed, it is 
easy to get into the habit of operat- 
ing one account for all expenses, yet 
it makes it hard to differentiate 
between what money should be 
reserved for business and what can 
be withdrawn for personal expenses. 

You need to set up two accounts, 
one for business that will hold the ma- 
jority of money and will transfer a 
fixed sum each month into a second, 
personal account 

The second objective again con- 
cerns cash, as you need to build up 
a float fond in case of emergencies. 
This should be done by taking sums 
occasionally out of the first account, 
as the business improves. 

I would recommend you open a 
new “mini-ISA” account for the cash 
element to take these one-off sums. 
Basically, the mini-ISA allows you to 
invest up to £3,000 in tins tax year 
(and £1,000 each year thereafter) into 
a cash account, with no tax payable 
on the interest 
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Rosie Cate: a design consultant with a six-point plan from a financial consultant Neville Elder 


Rates available from the Halifax 
and Abbey National are currently 6.5 
per cent /variable) and appear the 
most competitive. Not only will you 
be benefiting from a decent interest 
rate, but with no tax liability, your 
money remains accessible. 

The third objective is to sort out 
your borrowings. 

Presenttyyour mortgage amounts 
to around £300 a month. Rather than 
remortgage, which can be costly, I 
would suggest making use of a deal, 
through your current lender, for 
existing borrowers who are on 


variable rates and who face no penal- 
ties for switching. 


You are concerned that the en- 
dowment policy might not repay the 


One scheme is a capped rate of - mortgage on maturity Profit bonus 


6.4 per cent, which puts a ceiling on 
your costs until April 2004. This has 
□o arrangement fee and will cur- 
rently save you around £30 a month. 
Another scheme offers a capped 
rate of 4.25 per cent until January 
2001, saving around £110 a month. 
However this costs £295 and will keep 
you locked into the variable scheme 
for five years. Consider how longyou 
will keep the property before decid- 
ing which scheme to opt for. 


rates have reduced considerably 
and tiie recent performance of your 
contract has not been competitive. 
However; with your income limited 
at present and the policy having 17 
years left I would s ay sit tight 

Invest a monthly amount sepa- 
rately as a back-up to the endowment 
only when your income improves. 

Ebr this purpose, you could con- 
sider an equity-linked mini-ISA, al- 
though you need to remember that 


□ come replacement cover in place for 
j to £500 per month, but will soon 
/ need higher levels of cover. 

I Your fourth objective is to contact 
the existing company to see if it will 
offeryou “preferred rates" as a loyal 
customer as to go elsewhere would 
cost approximately £50 per month. 
Critical illness cover; which would 
only pay out a lump sum in the 
event <rfa major illness, subject to pd- r 
icy conditions, should be consid- 
ered. One such policy offered by 
Marks & Spencers would cost around 
£35 per month for £100,000 cover over 
a 20 year term. 

Protection policies can be costly. 
However the business relies on you, 
and just as you would insure your car; 
you need to insure yourself. I would 

deft*** Hunis i nns until you finish stucty- 
ing, to identify better the level of in- 
come the business produces. I would 
suggest you build up the income re- 
placement cover first and then con- 
sider other options. 

The fifth ofayective is pension pfen- 
ning. Ybu already have pension pro- 
vision from previous employment 
You want to give the business at least 
12 months to see how it develops. If 
during the year you have saved well, 
you could use part of the savings to . 
invest into a pension as a single sum 
to make up for the time you have not 
been paying in. If your business de- 
velops, it oould itself be viewed as part 
of your retirement funds for you to 
sell on at a later date. 

The sixth and final objective in- 
volves working closely with others ad- 
vising you: talk to your accountant 
about your concerns over National In- 
surance, appoint an IFA and discuss 
business contracts with a solicitor, 
and write a will With a sound finan- 
cial plan, professional advisers, and 
an MA qualification, you can con- 
centrate on your career. 


Newton. Who better to 


bring you the best of Europe? 


MortgageDirect 



Add the outstanding growth potential of 
the Newton European Fund to your ISA 
and enjoy the returns from one of the 
most exciting investment themes of today 
- tax free -1 *. Available as a maxi or mini 
ISA from 6 April 1998, with a special 
discount of 2^ on lump sum investments 
until 17 June 1999. The Fund provides: 


An average annual return in excess of 21% 
over the Last 5 years compared to a sector 
average return of 14°.'o* 


Top quartile performance over 1, 3 and 
O years' 
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Newton's research strength in stock 
selection - key to its performance 


To receive a brochure please call 


0500 110 OOO 


For more information please contact 
your Financial Adviser or call us now 


; ni- 


(inciuding weekends) on 


i 


0800 614 330 



The Alliance & Leicester Flexible Mortgage puts you in control 
of your repayments. 


When things are going well, you have the option to increase 
your payments, which allows you to pay back the mortgage 
sooner and save money on interest too. 


And once you've built up a credit, you can choose to underpay, 
or even take a payment holiday if things get tight. 


It's all part of Alliance & Leicester's commitment to simplifying 
your financial life. 5o call us now to find out more and obtain 
your own Alliance & Leicester Flexible Mortgage quote. 
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‘IVe have a single aim at Newton: to increase the real wealth of all of our clients ” 
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PERSONAL FINANCE/3 


PP^al Small business? Think big 

Venture capital trusts allow you to make the most of new businesses. By Rachel Fixsen 
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P utting money into 
small businesses is 
notoriously risk}; but 
those who have dared 
have sometimes made 
staggering returns. 
The trouble is, how 
can you pick the winners and avoid 
those destined to sink without trace? 

Investing in a venture capital trust 
tVCTi is oneway to leave the dwisinns 
to the experts. VCTs were introduced 
four years ago as a way of providing 
capital finance for small expanding 
companies. like investment trusts, 
they are quoted companies and in- 
vestors participate by buying shares 
in them. 

Each VCT invests in a number of 
smaller companies - mostly existing 
companies or management buyouts, 
and some early stage companies. 
Some may include companies quoted 
on the alternative investment market 
(AIM), the ‘junior" stock exchange. 

VCTS are high-risk, but the risk is 
spread. "The diversity of 20 or 30 un- 
quoted companies severely limits the 
risk," says David Thorp of the British 
Venture Capital Association. Inland 
Revenue conditions state that no 
VCT holding in any company may rep- 
resent more than 15 per cent of its in- 
vestments. 

Another safeguard is that the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange has to approve 
every VCT prospectus, so only the ex- 
perienced can launch funds. 

VCTs carry amazing tax perks. 
Personal Equity Plans and Individual 
Savings Accounts may keep your in- 
vestments free of tax, but the taxman 
actually pays you to invest in VCTfc. 

You can invest up to £100,000 each 
tax year in VCTs and you get tax re- 
lief of 20 per cent on your original in- 
vestment This means someone 
investing £10,000 will receive £2,000 in 
tax relief. A condition of this is that 
unless the investor dies, the invest- 
ment must be held for at least five 
years. If the shares are sold earlier 
then the relief must be repaid 
There is no tax to pay on any in- 
come paid out by VCT^ to sharehold- 
ers, and no restriction on bow much 
income can be paid out There is also 
no capital gains tax to pay on any gains 
made on the sale of shares. 

Arguably the best tax advantage is 
that anyone with capital gains in the 
12 months before or after the shares 
are issued in a VCT can roll this gain 
over into a VCT If they do, then they 
can defer any capital gains tax 
payable, and with carpfat fa* p lanning 
may be able to avoid it altogether. 

This ability to defer capital gams 
means that 40 per cent ol your in- 
vestment may in effect be an interest- 
free loan from the government 
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This, coupled with the tax relief, 
means the investor may only have to 
stump up 40 per cent of the value of 
the investment 

“If you’re only putting in 40 per cent 
that does wonders foryour rate of re- 
turn - the VCT would only have to per- 
form in a mediocre way to give a good 
overall return,” says Martin Churchill 
of independent performance analysts 
the Allenbridge Group. 

Tax breaks aside, is the underlying 
investments good one? After all if you 
lose money you don’t get tax- 
deductible losses, says Mr Churchill. 

Willie Stewart, a father of four who 
lives in Edinburgh, has invested twice 
in Northern Venture Trust and is 
confident that his investment will 
pay off. He had been thinking of mak- 
ing investments in small unquoted 


companies, but saw the Northern 
Venture Thust as a better option. 

He says: “It’s difficult to find good 
unquoted companies unless you put 
a fantastic amount of time and effort 
in." A VCT allows you to spread the 
risk of investing in unquoted compa- 
nies while having experts source and 
manage the deals, he says. 

So far, the investment success of 
VCTh is hard to gauge because there 
is very little market for VCT shares 
once issued. No one wants to lose the 
tax relief so they hardly ever sell in the 
first five years, which means the 
shares barely move. 

Anyway, VCTs are definitely long- 
term investments. It takes years for 
the trust to become fully invested. The 
idea is that when the shares of the 
companies in the trust become quot- 


STOCKBROKER Charles Stanley 
has revamped its online share 
trading website, Xest, allowing 
clients to buy and sell gilts and 
equities online. 

Xest now also offers more 
background information and 
analysis. %u may register online 
but you are required to have Crest- 
sponsored membership and money 
on deposit before you deaL 

Xest’s trading facility is not yet 
automatic - you send buy and sell 
orders to the dealing room at 
Charles Stanley via secure e-mail 
However the company is 
developing a direct link to the 
stock market's Retail Service 
Providers and expects to have its 
own automatic electronic trading 
service available for clients before 
the end of the year In the 
meantime, the trading service is 
comparable in speed to telephone- 
based share dealing. 

Before the electronic facility is 
up and r unning , Xest will have 


other add-ons available. Within the 
next couple of weeks, the broker 
says, statements and portfolio 
valuations will be available online. 
Other developments on the way 
include an online Individual 
Savings Account and the facility to 
trade on European markets. 

Xest’s basic dealing charge is a 
flat £20 fee for trades up to £50.000 
but the European service, when 
available, will likely be more costly. 

The group of stockbrokers 
offering internet share-dealing 
facilities will shortly be joined by 
what was originally the UK’s first 
independent stockbroker on the 
internet, Leeds -based Redmayne- 
Bentley. The broker's new website 
is offering £1,000 worth of free 
shares to be won to celebrate the 
launch of REDM, its online share- , 
dealing service. 

All you have to do is pre-register 
with REDM by completing an 
application form. You will then be 
notified by e-mail when the 




Internet 

Investor 

Robin Amlot 


broking service is operational. 

A prize draw entry form will be 
e-mailed to you asking a simple 
multiple-choice question about the 
FTSE 100. and the winner will be 
the first correct entry selected at 
random on 31 July 1999. 

REDM says it will offer a free 
company news and share price 
service to all those people who 
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ed. there will be big profits, says An- 
drew Jones of independent financial 
advisers the David Aaron Partnership. 

So how do you pick a VCT? Because 
tax relief is only available if you invest 
in a VCT by subscribing for new 
shares, it only makes sense to buy 
shares at a new offering. Find out 
which VCTs are open for new invest- 
ment Try the BVCA or see Alien- 
bridge’s website (see contacts below). 

“You have to read the prospectus 
carefully and look at the experience 
of the manager concerned," says An- 
drew Jones. "Some of the managers 
do have quite long track records.” 

VCTs now tend to fall into two 
categories - the generalists, which in- 
vest in unquoted companies, and the 
ones based on companies already 
listed on AIM. 


have pre registered and. once the 
service is up and running, you may 
establish an online trading account 
in return for a quarterly sub- 
scription fee of £15. 

Anybody setting up a trading 
account before 30 June 1999 wUl 
also be eligible to enter the REDM 
prize draw. The £1,000 worth of 
free shares will be in a FTSE 100 
company of the winner’s choice. 

A new site has been established 
for online investors seeking 
relevant information sources and 
annotated links on investing in UK 
quoted shares. UK Online 
Investing from EMAR Publishers, 
aims to guide you to relevant web 
sites telling you how to do your 
own research, prepare your own 
stock analyses, select and monitor 
your own UK quoted investments 
and act as your own broker. 

The site also promises to 
provide an online investing report 
w'hich will be updated regularly 
and downloaded to subscribers as 


“I think the generalist ones are 
preferable to AIM. as I believe there 
is more scope for high rates of return," 
says Mr Churchill. “Most venture 
capitalists look to the AIM market as 
an exit point rather than an invest- 
ment entry point They can also do 
more in-depth due diligence on an un- 
quoted company and be represented 
on the board," he says. 

Look at the size of tbe VCT and the 
charges it makes. Some argue that a 
smaller VCT will not be able to buy 
enough holdings to spread its risk ad- 
equately. Charges are higher than for 
conventional investment trusts be- 
cause of the large amount of work 
each investment involves. 

“Deal flow" is important too. This 
is the rate at which the manager has 
closed investment deals. Managers 
have to have 70 per cent of funds in- 
vested in q ualify ing companies with- 
in three years of launch, and if they 
are too slow, they might have to rush 
into poorer investments later on. 

Of those VCTs currently being of- 
fered. Mr Jones recommends Matrix 
TriVen. It will be the largest VCT yet. 
and it will be looking to raise £60 mil- 
lion to invest in three different areas, 
each with a separate manager. 

7b share in the growth potential of 
the technology sector Mr Jones points 
to the British Smaller Technology 
Companies VCT run by Yorkshire 
Ftind Managers. 

Allenbridge publishes Tax Shelter 
Report w’hich rates VCTS according 
to a number of factors. Of the gener- 
al VCTs still open to investment, 
Baronsmead VCT 2 gets the highest 
rating, followed by Quester VCT2 and 
Northerns. 

Anyone investing in a VCT must un- 
derstand the risks involved, and 
should not simply see them as the next 
investment after a PEP or ISA, ad- 
visers say. However: there is no rea- 
son why VCTs should only attract the 
truly rich. “A younger person who’s 
willing to invest for the longer-term 
could do very well indeed," says Mr 
Jones. Typically, a minimum invest- 
ment could be £2,000 to £3,000 he says. 

British Venture Capital Association 
has a list ofVCTs seeking funds: 0171 
240 384<x David Aaron Partnership 
publishes a guide to VCTs: 01908 281 
544: Allenbridge Group: 01714091111 
or: ioiow.taxshelter-reporLco.uk 

* The Independent f is offering a free 
Guide to High Risk/High Reward 
Investment, outlining the commonest 
ways savers can get higher-than- 
average returns, including venture 
capital trusts. The guide, sponsored 
by Whitechurch Securities, is avail- 
able by calling 0845 2711003 


an electronic newsletter. 
Unfortunately, when I viewed the 
site it kept crashing, offering 
software error messages. Once 
these bugs have been ironed out it 
should be a useful additional 
information source for anybody 
investing via the internet 

Steven Dotsch, the founder and 
managing director of EMAR 
Publishers, claims that his website 
will “assist in untangling the 
financial web". 

He adds: "The Web has a vast 
array of investment resources for 
the investor, and most of them are 
free or relatively inexpensive. The 
problem is that they are scattered 
and often difficult to find." 

Xest iL'um'xest.com 
Redmayne-Bentiey Stockbrokers: 
www.redm.co.uk 
UK Online Investing: 
www.ukonlineinvesting.com 
Robin can be reached at 
RobinAmlotta aolcom 


Loose Change 


MUTUAL ONE is a 
company consisting of 
eight Midlands-based 
building societies, which 
have combined to launch a 
new three-year “stepped 
discount” mortgage. 

This deal gives a 3 per 
cent discount on each 
Society's own variable-rate 
mortgage in year one, a 2 
per cent discount in the 
second year and l per cent 
in the final year. 

At present variable 


rates, the cost of a loan, 
available up to 80 per cent 
of a property’s value, is up 
to 3.94 per cent in year one. 
Because some societies’ 
rates are lower, the 
amount payable in the first 
year could be less. There 
are no compulsory 
insurances. 

The deal is available 
exclusively through 
FirstMortgage Direct A 
£295 arrangement fee is 
payable. Call 0800 080020. 
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This guide is about 
making high-risk 
investments with 
the aim of obtaining 
high rewards. 
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Securities 


CALL 0845 271 1003 
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PERSONAL PENSIONS 

Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you vary 
contributions without 
paying a penalty ? 


You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try 
to change h. 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. You begin to wonder 
just whose pension h is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on their 
personal pension plans, should you wish to make changes. 

Happily. The Equitable Life has never paid commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. You don’t 
have to commit yourself to paying identical contributions even- 
year. And. should you decide to retire early, your benefits 
would be exactly the same as if you had chosen that date 
initiaCy. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the U.K. 

If you’d like to know more, call (0990) 38 48 58 or send oft’ 
the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 

www.equjtable.co.uk 


For your security your telephone call may be recorded 
InibrmadoiVadvke oriH only he given on Equitable group products 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
THE ETjUnAHLE LIFE. FKEEKJSr.tT.UTWI STOUT. SYLOKHV. BUCUV^HAMSHDIE IffCi TW 


I To: The Equitable Life. FREEPOST. Walion Sireei AVLESBl'RV Buck* HP31 7BR | 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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Pensions made simple 


You can pick up the phone and get pension 
information or advice 

and even set up a Personal Pension, quickly and without fuss. 


Call, Sam- 1 0pm, 7 da vs a week quoting ret: 288DG1 

0345 6789 10 

or calk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 



SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


vw.scottishwidows.co.uU- 


good for your pension. 
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Loose change 


FAMILY ASSURANCE 
Friendly Society has 
combined with Bounty a 
mothers’ support service, 
to launch a Green ISA. 
investing in companies that 
meet strict ethical criteria. 
Minimum investment is £35 
a month or a £350 lump 
sum. All investors will 
receive a wildflower seed 
mat Call 0RQQ59WM. 


BRISTOL & WEST is 
launching a five-year 
fixed-rate bond on 21 
April, paying 5.7 per cent 
gross. A monthly income 
option is available, paying 
5.02 per cent gross. No 
access is allowed in the 
five-year term. Minimum 
investment is 15,000 or a 
maximum of £5,000. Call 
0800 20212 L 


ISA lolly not 
always sweet 


Direct line rates 


PERSONAL LOAN RATES 


FROM 9.9% APR 


MORTGAGE RATES 


Standard. Variable Rate 6J9% 6.6% APR (variable) 


SAVINGS RATES Direct Access Account 


UP TO 5.65% GROSS/AER 


0181 680 9966 


All nln correct u 14»b April l*W. 




dirccffloc.com 


CALL ANYTIME Kim to Spin Monday to Friday and 
ujm to 5pm Saruniiy. Please quote rtT. N1NDB33 


For mortpasr*- wenrity irqui'rrJ. Applicjon m«*r he aged 19-62- "Vrinr* 
qaoQrinn, un rrqnni. Subject 10 uanii. Mert^Rct and pcnunel loam available hi 
England, Scotland end Wale*. TOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP 
UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
For uvingt, dcpoiin and withdrawal, tii your bank accopot - aOoft J working 
day*. The grot, rare a the rate paid without deduction of Income lu and it 
bated on ipnaal payment of Intetett. A£R I Annual Equinlnl Ratal it (ha 
coatraclual bnerew rare n if paid and compounded op an ammo) batu. Call* 
recorded and ramlnmly monitored. Direct Line and the red telephone on wheel, 
■re the trade mirkt of Direct Line Inaurancc pk. u»ed wtih In per minion. 



Guide to 

With-Profits Bonds 
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Obtain higher returns than currently available from a, 
building society account, with less risk than the 
rollercoaster ride of the stock market 


call: 0845 271 1007 


TESSA FEVER may already 
be a fading memory, but 
savers should be queuing 
to open a cash ISA rather 
then leave money in a low- 
paying deposit account- 

The cash ISA baa 
effectively replaced the 
Tessa, although savers 
cannot keep quite so much 
from the taxman. The 
Chancellor is allowing 
savers to put up to £3.000 in 
a cash ISA this tax year - 
but only £1,090 in 
subsequent years. 

The cash ISA is the first 
new product in years from 
National Savings - the 
Government bank - but its 
interest rate of 5.75 per 
cent on £10 does not match 
offerings from banks and 
building societies. 

In fact, loyal customers 
of finanriai institutions are 
being offered the best 
deals. Anyone who has 
been with the Coventry 
Building Society for at least 
five years, for instance, can 
get 6.5 per cent on a 
balance of just £1. And it 
guarantees to pay l per 
cent over the bank base 
rate for two years on its 
Privilege ISA 

Newer customers, 
however, are offered the 
much less attractive 
Square Deal ISA which 
pays just 5 per cent 

Others are playing the 
same loyalty card. 
Nationwide's Members ISA 
Bond is offering a similar 
guarantee to the Coventry 
and is paying 6.5 per cent 
at present But anyone who 
hasn't been with the 
Nationwide for three years 
wifi have to settle for the 
standard ISA with the 1 per 
cent'Over-base guarantee 
lasting until October. 

Other providers are 
paying bonuses. Abbey 
National and Safeway, for 
instance, are offering a 0.5 
per cent bonus payable in 
January while the 
Yorkshire building society 
is paying out a 0.5 per cent 
bonus in October. 

But such offers are 
questionable, say 
competitors, as the 
bonuses may simply be 


designed to help catapult 
the companies to the top of 
the best-buy tables, in 
order to attract new 
customers in the first 
crucial months of the ISA. 

“We understand that 
people's needs change and 
so products which come 
with ‘golden handcuffs' 
may not offer best value." 
says Chris Cummings, of 
Sun Bank. "In fact we 
believe these golden 
handcuff bonuses are 
against the spirit, if not the 
letter, of CAT standards. " 

The CAT standard - 
likely to crop up often with 
ISAs stands for charges, 
access and terms. “The 
CAT provides a benchmark 
for investors. They will be 
able to tell that their ISA 
has reached certain 
standards," says David 
Outhwaite. of NatWesL 

Instant accessibility 
means ISAs offer more 
flexibility than Tessas, 
where cash had to be 
locked away for five years. 
However, many ISAs are 
demanding 30 days notice 
or allowing just one or two 
withdrawals a year. 

Some product providers 
are refusing to issue an 
ISA Sainsbury’s Bank, for 
instance, says they are too 
complicated. 

When you throw CAT 
standards into the mix. the 
picture becomes even less 
clear as they may make 
ISAs less competitive. 

If you are pl annin g to 
have an investment ISA as 
well, it may be tempting 
simply to take the cash 
element offered. This 
could, however, be a 
mistake, according to 
Jenni Stott of Marks & 
Spencer Financial 
Services. “Many high 
street names and fond 
managers may offer a cash 
ISA to lure savers without 
a competitive rate of 
interest" she warns. 

SIMON READ 


You can compare ISAs on 
the Internet at 
wuno.moneyextra.com - a 
free independent personal 
finance website 
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The new tax-efficient route foe better performance 
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The UK All-Share Index-Tracking ISA 


Choosing an ISA? 


Check the Fund 
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Invest in a Legal & General UK Index - 
Tracking ISA and you'll be investing 
in a wealth of tracking experience. 
Experience that has delivered fund 
growth of 9*.8%‘ In Just Jive years. 

If you ate looking for nail opportunities 
to niaximi.se investment growth now 
and in file hirure. look no further than 
Legal & General s GK Index -Tracking 
ISA. .Uier .ill it invests in j fond that hsi* 
grown in the last five years. 

The fond aims to follow tin? FTSE AU-Sforc 
index - the Index tlut rvfiects the 
performance of the entire slock market - 
>o it reduces the ask of being over- 
exposed to sKtres that under-perform 
and lessen your return 
Remember, that with your fust ever ISA 
you cm invest up to i ,- .L*10 for the tax 


year 3W only. 

Hud thjt be>.n 
invested in tfie fond 
? years ago it would 
have grown to £13.03*3 " 

Tlte l_ : K Index- 
Tracking ISA maintains 
Legal & General* 
commitment to low charges - with n 


No 


No 


0.55% 



initial charge, tin 
withdrawal lees and ictal annual charges and expenses «.<f 
currently just (I.W'„ - so more ol vriur money is in\e>i*ril 
at die ouisel for maximum potential rcturas 

Ax v.ju'd expect. Legal & General s I. K Index -Tracking I^N 
is available as a Maxi and n Mini ISA .md easily nnn- 
llic Government's new CAT standard - pn.widina \i.m wiili 
j product dial is simple, clear and fair - .vitli nunv CAT 
standard compel iiors chatting nearly imkc js niuch 

Call us now or visit the Legal « General web >ne i... find 
out mow about the Na w ith real growih putemi:il 


Find out more now — coll freephone 


0800 092 0092 


8am to 8pm weekdays, 9am to 5pm weekends I 

Fur your protection, calk are usually nxunJcd .iml randumly m.eiu..nd 

0 Visit our web site at: wwiv.LandG.com 
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Invest in the fund that has grown by 94 . 8 %* in just five years 
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BEST SAVINGS RATES 
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CREDIT CARDS 
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STORECARDS 
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Edward Tufte’s newest book 

VISUAL EXPLANATIONS 


IMAGES AND QUANTITIES, EVIDENCE AND* NARRATIVE 


Few teachers are as accomplished as Edward "Tufte when it comes to demonstrating why good design matters in the 
world. Tufte, a Yale professor and the reigning guru of information design, has just published Visual Explanations, the third 
book of an acclaimed trilogy. Like its predecessors, this latest book is a knockout. Straightforward, witty, packed with 
vivid examples." wired 


On a plinth in our secret, unassailable minds should be a statue of Edward Tufte; and on our bookshelves should be 
his books..." THE SPECTATOR 


There s a new book just out that you simply must see... And after you’ve seen every delightful page of this visually 
arresting book, go back and read it, and enjoy Tufte’s equally riveting ideas on how to tell compelling stories of cause and 
effect using numbers and images." Washington post 


If you think you might like Visual Emanations— perhaps you have heard that it is the third in a series of beautifully 
produced books about the graphical display of data-^hen you should buy it. Few books have been as widely acclaimed 
by so many readers working in as many fields as these have.” journal of the American medical association 


Three wonderful hooks on information design by Edward Tufte : 




V 


The Visual Display 
of Quantitative Information 


EDWARD R. TUFTE 


Edward R . Tufir 

Envisioning Information 


If tf W** i 
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EDWARD R. TUFTE 

VISUAL EXPLANATIONS 


PICTURES OF NUMBERS 

The classic book on statistical 
chars, graphs, and tables. 

£22 postpaid 


PICTURES OF NOUNS 
Maps of data and evidence Design 
strategies for high -dimensional data. 
How to increase information depth on 
paper and computer. 

£30 postpaid 



^TURES of verbs 

£ 28 postpaid 


Moneyback guarantee. Send your order and payment to: 

Graphics Press UK, IND Unit 8, Conqueror Industrial Estate. Moorhn 

St. Leonards- on-Sea, East Sussex TN38 9NA rst oad - 

Telepbone; (0 1 424) BS4 1 24 Fax: (0 1 424) 853612 
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PERSONAL FINANCE/5 


Class: have you got it? 

Management of investment ‘classes’ is the key to a lucrative with-profits fund. By .Nic Cicutti 



nyone investing in a 
with-profits fund ex- 
pects it to provide a 
mixture of decent re- 
turns on their cash, 
coupled with a rela- 
■tivety high degree of 
security to ensure that their money 
doesn't go down the tubes. 

The exact mechanism that delivers 
this combination of some safety with 
out-performance when compared to a 
building society account is usually a 
mystery to most investors. 

.In fact, the way with-profits fund 
managers achieve this is by means of 
quite tightly- defined asset allocation 
between different types of investment 
“class". The main types are equities, 
property, fixed interest securities such 
as bonds or gilts, and cash. 

How do these various asset class- 
es work in relation to each other? Mar- 
tin Brown, operations director at the 
With-Profits Bond Shop, which spe- 
cialises in these policies, explains: 
“The starting point is that equities 
have a tendency to out-perform other 
asset classes over the long term. In ef- 
fect, they are there to proride the 
growth in the value of a bond At the 
same time, there will also be a re- 
quirement for a relatively stable 
income stream. 

"Until recently, yields from equities 
could have provided some of this, but 
they have fallen significantly of late, 
which partly determines the extent to 
which a with-profits fund might invest 
in fixed-interest securities." 

Michael Hayden, savings and in- 
vestment director at Legal & Gener- 
al a leading witb-profits bond provider 
adds: “Fixed interest securities will 
provide an income stream combined 
with security. 

“If you hold a bond to maturity you 
will get your money back, always as- 
suming that the company whose bond 
it is stays around." 

Cash is a similar type of holding to 
securities, delivering its own minor 
yield within a fund 

Property is another important asset 
class, says Mr Hayden. “It is a mix of 
the two classes in risk terms,” he says. 
“Primarily it involves investment in 
commercial properties. The income 
stream from the property rental pro- 
vides an element of security and 
hopefully the increase in the value of 
the property over time will provide ad- 
ditional capital returns.” 

Given that there is an inter- 
relationship between these three main 
asset classes, in what proportion are 
thfy held, and why? 

A glance at the table on this page 
shows that generally equity holdings 


will vary between 60 and 70 per cent, 
with one or two exceptions. Property 
will vary between 10 and 12 per cent, 
on average, while fixed interest hold- 
ings range between 1 7 and 25 per cent 
again on average. 

What determines this mix, says Mr 
Hayden, is a combination of factors. 
One of them is whatever guarantee 
may have been given to the investors 
by tiie with-profits bond prorider. The 
greater the guarantee, the more like- 
ly that company's fund manager will 
be required to meet it by investing in 
fixed-interest securities. 

“We invest in assets that match our 
liabilities. Their nature will deter- 
mine the investment strategy," he 
adds. "Fbr example, if we were giving 
investors a certain guarantee, say of 
5 per cent yield, we would invest in a 
greater proportion of fixed interest se- 
curities. So to some extent we are dri- 
ven by investor expectations." 

Aside from investors’ own needs, re- 
quirements by Government regulators 
that a with-profits fund has enough as- 
sets to cover its own liabilities and 
policyholders’ reasonable expecta- 
tions will also determine the propor- 
tion of each asset class. 

Generally, a fund with a high level 
of “free assets", over and above those 
required to meet the criteria set by 
regulators, will be able to invest more 
highly in equities. 

For example, as Chris Robinson, 
intermediary sales director at Pru- 
dential - whose Prudence fund has 
sold some £7bn since its launch in 1991 
- says: “Our ratio is about 60 per cent 
in UK equities and 15.4 per cent in 
international ones, with 13 per cent in 
property and 10.1 per cent in fixed 
interest securities. 

“We are able to invest in this way 
because we have a higher proportion 
of free assets than many other funds. 
The point to remember is that with- 
profits bonds are a smoothed managed 
fund. Capital growth comes from the 
equity element of the fund. Distribu- 
tion bonds are more geared to income 
and they will contain a different mix- 
ture of fixed interest securities rela- 
tive to equities.” 

How are various asset classes de- 
termined on a (fay-by-day basis? 
Michael Hayden says: “The actuaries 
set the guidelines. They know what the 
liabilities of a fund will be and they will 
construct a portfolio to reflect that An 
actuary might say we need a core of 
perhaps 25 per cent in fixed interest 
securities, or 15 per cent in property 
on the basis of, perhaps, plus or minus 
five. The fend manager will then man- 
age the fend on that basis. 

“In practice, K is not just a question 



Commercial property is a significant part of with-profits fond management David Bomber 


of setting parameters for an asset 
class. An actuary may specify that a 
bond must be of not less than A-plus 
quality (which would mean a high- 
quality security).” 

All of Legal & General’s hind man- 
agers will be involved in the invest- 
ment process, selecting equity’ or 
securities on the basis of the actuar- 
ies’ recommendations. 

Reviews of the portfolio will be 


held monthly to determine whether 
the expectations of the policyholders 
are being met. 

For many investors, none of this will 
seem important. AD they want to 
know is how much they are likely to 
get and how safe their money is. 

In practice, it is thanks to this 
carefully calculated strategy that with- 
profits bonds deliver the returns they 
do. Investment, however, means 


homework - and asset allocation is one 
part of that equation. 

The Independent has produced a 
free 24-page Guide to With-Profits 
Bonds. Written by Nic Cicutti, this 
paper’s personal finance editor, the 
guide examines the arguments for 
and apainst bonds. For a copy of the 
guide, sponsored by The With-Profits 
Bond Shop . call 0845 2711007. 
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LOOSE CHANGE 


SKIPTON BUILDING 
Society has relaunched its 
Base Rate TVacker 
mortgage, which 
guarantees to remain 1 per 
cent above Bank of 
England base rates on 
loans worth 80 per cent of a 
home's value. Call 0800 
44776 for details. 


GREIG MIDDLETON, the 
stockbroker and 
investment specialist, is 
launching a service for 
smaller investors offering 
a portfolio of unit and 
investment trusts- The 
service is available for 
portfolios of £30.000 or 
more. Call 0171-655 4000. 


YOUR 1ST EVER ISA FREE OF 
AT T CHARGES UNTIL 6TH APRIL 2000 * 


Announcing a new, powerful tax-free" 
Stock market investment - the ISA 
Tracker PLLIS. 

It offers you the chance io invest 
tax-free’ in the UK Tracker fend which 
aims to track the UK All-Share Index. 
This Index has grown by 3 staggering 
90% T in just 5 years! PLUS, it offers 
you a safer haven for your investment 
in changing market conditions/ 

The UK Tracker fend has: 

•NO initial charges 
• NO Fund Management charge 
until 6.4.2000 

•NO minimum investment period 
•NO penalties when you cash in 
your investment 
You personally have: 

•NO tax whatsoever to pay’ 


Can you find a lower 
cost ISA in the UK? 

no 

' INITIAL CHARGES 



RIND MANAGEMENT 
CHARGE IN THE TRACKER 
FUND UNTIL 6/4/2000 


Alternatively, complete the coupon below, and return « ro: | C _ - 0 5 l 3A ri — 

AYA Sun Life Direa Lui fSft Trader PLUS. FREEPOST 5FJ 258/1 . WbrWip, N.ws S$p TTY 
YES, please send n» urgent})’ details of the ISA Trader PLUS. 

Title MrflWMNOK/Ms) 

fbrerkUttbHffifufl) 

Ad <he» 


Surname 


Postcode 


Date of birth Pay | | Month Year 

i 

Daytime Tel No. CM S™ Coda) 

Evening Ttf Mo. (Me STD CbtiW 


ACT NOW for the special launch 
terms 

Tbu can tike .idvanuge ol this • 4 lei. wiili 
on investment of jusi £300 and up '■ • 
£7.000 in the ux year 

So call us now for your FREE, 
NO obligation launch pack 

0800608072 

2-t hours j dav 7 days ,i week. 

SPECIAL LAUNCH 
OFFER 

Request your launch pack by 7th May 
1999. You will then be automatically 
entered into our Prize Draw to win an 
expenses paid trip to the 
AXA Sponsored F.A. Cup 
Final at Wembley on 
22nd May 1999. 

The full prize 
draw rules are 
included in the 
launch pack. 

They are also 

available on g.< i'.-v.- • A 

request 
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An Equitable way 
to top up your 
company pension. 


Did you know thar to receive the maximum pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing your job, even once, could 
dramatically reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have mure time to enjoy life, you have less money. 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge tile gap. 

You make contributions from your gross income, with 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
Jepend on individual circumstances, and that current 

legislation cjn ehange in the future. 

^That’s more, we don’t believe in paying commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. 

if you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call iO^.h 3-3 4K 58. or return the coupon below. 

wwu- .equ itable .co.uk 

hoc \niir s-Tiinr. voiir telephone coll nuv bt nxerded 
lulnrtn jortiv'jd: hie mil gnh ht p\cn on Equiuhle prenip pnxlucn 
RcCubiL'd hv the ft-pawial [niuitmeni Aoihorjn 

u» vmnm V lit**'. -1WVT ISUSKTY HVOilNf.H.i.ViHlKf kkm:dr 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 






COMPANY 

UK OVERSEAS 

EQUIT1T1ES EQUITIES 

TOTAL 

EQUITIES 

PROPERTY 

FIXED 

INTEREST 

CASH AND 
OTHER 

Britannic 

70 

8 

73 


17 


Oerk al medical 

*8 

14 

62 

10 

15 ; 

13 

Colonial 

56 

18 

74 


23 

3 

CGU 

53 

16 

69 

10 

16 

5 

Eagle Scar 

55 

TO 

65 

20 

15 


Equitable Life 

46 

14 

60 

7 

27 

6 

Friends Provident 

44 

16 

60 

10 

28 

2 

Legal Sr General 

48 

12 

60 

16 

21 

3 

NP1 

41 

10 

57 

9 

30 

10 

Norwich Union 

56 

15 

71 

11 

18 


Prudential 

64 

15 

79 

10 

9 

2 

Royal 6 Sun Alliance 

51 

13 

64 

11 

25 


Scottish Equitable 

70 

15 

85 


15 


Scottish Mutual 

54 

’ 17 

71 

3 

20 

6 

Scottish Provident 

68 


68 

11 

17 

'4 

Scottish Widows 

51 

16 

69 

7 

17 

9 

Sun Life' AXA 

63 

18 

81 

.14 

s 


AVERAGE 

55 

: 13 

68 

9 

19 

4 

Source- The With-Profiis Bond Shop, asser allocation as at 31 August 1908. 
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Putyolir 

money 

where your 

mokse is 


^ NEW FUND 

Taking lump sum investments 
from £1,000 or £50 per month 

^ TAX FREE 

ISA investments to £7,000 

^ 1-5% DISCOUNT 

During launch offer period 
- 19 April to 7 May 1999. 


The Framlington NetNet Fund is the first 
unit trust dedicated to- investing in- 


■nteme: a-‘c :n:er:-?t-re.a:ec companies. 
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^ •* 

Z z- r 'Z\ ceva : .5. c:^:ac: your 
professional adviser, visit our website, 
compiete the coupon or call 

0345 023 138 

w w w.f r am I i ngton - n etn et.com 


fra ml in \gton 


Please send me details of the Framfington NetNet Fund. 
Return the coupon ta: Framlington Unit Management Limited, 
Freepost. P.O. Box 2, Twyford. Reading, Berkshire RC10 8BR. 

Name 
Address 


Postcode 


i H you do not wish to receive details of Framlington produce ip future. 
| please tick the bo* Q 

IND 17/4/99 NN 


Issued by Framlington Unit Management Limited, a member 
of the Framlington Marketing Group. Framlington Unit Management 
Limited is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO. 
A member of AUTIF. 

The price of units and the income from them an go down as well 
as up and investors may not get back the amount originally invested. 
Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. 
An initial charge is usually made when you purchase units. Changes 
in exchange rates will affeci the value of Fund investments overseas. 
Investment in smaller companies and newer markets offers the 
possibility of higher returns but may also involve a higher degree of 
risk. The value of ISA tax savings will depend on individual 
circumstances. Income and capital gains from investments held 
within an ISA are free of tax. The 10% tax credit on UK dividend 
income received within an ISA is reclaimable until 5 April 2004. 

The Fund invests in companies which are particularly vulnerable to 
rapidly changing technology and a relatively high risk of 
obsolescence caused by scientific and technological advances. 
Investment in internet related businesses may be more volatile than 
investment in broader based technological or other more diversified 
industries. If you are likely to need to sell your investment at short 
notice, the NetNet Fund may not be appropriate for you. 
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Plight of the 
charged brigade 


Time to play equity card 

Cashing in on the value of your home can lead to a happy old age. But take care. By James Moore 


WHEN IS a mortgage 
indemnity premium (MIPj not 
a mortgage indemnity 
premium? This is the question 
being asked by hundreds of 
thousands of would-be 
borrowers, who face a new 
variant of this hidden charge, 

levied on those who need to 

borrow a relatively high 
proportion of a home's value. 

Experts are warning this 
week that some lenders - 
including Bradford & Bingley - 
have found other ways of 
charging extra for people who 
want to borrow high amounts. 

MIPS typically require the 
borrower to pay up to £1,500 to 
indemnify the lender against a 
fall in bouse prices should the 
property be repossessed. 
However, they offer no 
protection to borrowers 
themselves. 

Indeed, while lenders use 
the premium to insure their 
security against a house price 
fall, their insurers are still free 
to pursue borrowers for a 
chunk of the price drop. 

Following a campaign 
mounted by consumer groups, 
Halifax said in February last 
year it would charge no MIP 
where the loan was 90 per cent 
or less of a home's value. 

Other lenders have since 
followed that lead. But most 
still insist on a MIP for loans 
over 90 per cent 

Meanwhile, mortgage 
experts are now questioning 
whether consumers are really 
much better off even though. 
MIPs have been abolished. Ray 
Boulgei; of the specialist 
mortgage brokers John 
Charcot says: "Some lenders 
are effectively just charging a 
higher rate instead of the 
premium. What they give with 
one hand can be taken away 
with another” 

Last year, Bradford & 
Bingley, the building society 
facing a vote to convert it to a 
bank, scrapped its own version 
of the MIP for all loans, 
instead of demanding a MIP 
from borrowers, it is imposing 
risk "loadings" - an extra 0.25 
to 0.5 per cent on its rates. 

Analysis carried out by 
MoneyFhcts, a guide to 
investment and mortgage 
rates, shows that, in some 
cases, borrowers may end up 


paying as much for the risk- 
loading as they did for the MIR 

A borrower taking out a 
£95,000 mortgage with B&B, on 
a property worth £100,000, 
would in the past have paid a 
MIP at 8.6 per cent of the value 
of the loan. But that MIP only 
applied to a fraction of the loan 
(the amount between £75,000 
and £95,000>. In this case, the 
cost would be 8.6 per cent of 
£20,000, or £1,720. 

Now. they will instead pay a 
‘'risk loading” of 0.5 per cent, 
for the first five years, on the 
whole loan. Rather than paying 
£1,720, this borrower would pay 
£2,375 over five years. 

Ironically, B&B’s changes 
can mean that when the risk of 
negative equity is lower, the 
new system looks even worse. 

A loan of £85,000 on a £100.000 
house would give rise to a MIP 
costing £500 on the old MIP 
system. On the new system, an 
extra 0.25 points will be added 
to the rates for the whole ban. 
The cost in extra interest is 
£1.062.50 - more than double 
the old amount. 

B&B points out that in the 
past most borrowers, unable to 
pay a lump sum for the MIP 
when they bought Lhe house, 
added it to the loan. This 
meant the final was higher. It 
also says the MoneyFocts 
comparison is flawed because 
risk loading could also be 
imposed in the past. 

The situation can be even 
worse for people who borrow 
more than 90 per cent of the 
property value. The abolition of 
MIPs on loans up to 90 per 
cent creates a nasty quirk 
which acts as a strong 
disincentive to borrow more. 

A buyer of a £100.000 
property would pay very 
heavity for borrowing £91,000, 
rather than £90,000. On a five- 
year fixed-rate deal with the 
Alliance & Leicester, the 
borrower not only pays a 
higher rate <6.25 rather than 
5.95 per cent - an extra £1,300) 

- over the first five years. The 
borrower also pays a MIR not 
just on the extra £i,000 
borrowed, but on everything 
over 75 per cent (£1,200 in this 
case). The total cost of 
borrowing that extra £1,000? 
More than £2^00. 

Andrew Verity 


P roperty-rich, but 
income-poor. This is 
the fate of an 
increasing number 
of elderly people 
who reach retire- 
ment age as owners 
of substantial homes. However, at 
the same time, inadequate financial 
planning, or some other mishap, 
means that they have very little 
money to live on. 

Using the equity in your home to 
raise rash is one traditional method 
of boosting income. However, the Na- 
tional Consumer Council <NCQ last 
week warned that serious gaps in 
financial regulation could lead to dis- 
aster for vulnerable pensioners who 
txy this tactic. 

Equity- re lease plans, as they are 
known, involve taking a mortgage 
out on a home to provide an income 
or cash, usually to make life more 
comfortable for retired people. 

In the late Eighties, plans linked 
to risky investments backfired 
disastrously, leading to situations in 
which many people faced the 
prospect of losing their homes. 

Such plans are now banned. In 
the past year or so, some financial 
companies have become increas- 
ingly interested in marketing equity 
re lease, with household names such 
as Norwich Union and Northern 
Rock entering the fray. Yet plans cur- 
rently on the market are complicated 
and require expert financial and 
legal advice. 

In any event the NCC. which was 
set up and largely funded by the 
Government, says the rules 
governing today's “safe" equity- 
release plans remain flawed. 

The NCC says equity release 
could provide real benefits for elderly 
people. But it identifies a range of 
bodies and laws covering the plans 
and says this gives consumers “the 
worst of all worlds - partial regula- 
tion which restricts availability and 
hinders innovation without provid- 
ing proper protection in return". 

Indeed, the type of plan that the 
NCC report identifies as “offering 
perhaps the most certainty of all the 
schemes the decision of available" 
has been killed off by Chancellor 
Gordon Brown's to axe mortgage in- 
terest relief iMiras). 

These plans involved elderly 
people taking mortgages out to buy 
a small life annuity which paid the 
interest and provided a small in- 
come. An alternative scheme In- 
volves signing away part or ail of a 
home to an insurance company, in 



Old people must make sure they are not taken for a ride 


return for an annuity or a lump sum. 

The company operating the plan 
expects to make its money when the 
home is sold outright either on 
death or upon entry into residential 
care. Providers include Stalwart 
Assurance. Carlisle Life, Home & 
Capital and BPT Home Reversions. 

Another type of plan involves 
taking out a fixed-rate mortgage on 
a percentage of the value of a home. 
The interest rolls up and both the 
capital and the interest are. once 
more, paid off when the house is 
finally sold outright. 

Both Norwich Union, with its 
Capital Access Plan, and Northern 
Rock, with its Home Equity Release 
Mortgage, offer variations on this 
theme, but while Northern Rock 
charges interest on the loan at 729 
per cent, NU charges interest on the 
entire value of the home at 2.95 per 
cent, making comparisons difficult 


Finally, shared appreciation 
mortgages, available from the Bank 
of Scotland and Barclays, offer an 
interest-free loan of up to 25 per cent 
of a house's value. 

In return, up to three-quarters of 
any increase in the home's value is 
taken by the loan provider when the 
loan is repaid 

Unfortunately these schemes, 
currently unavailable, are general- 
ly offered for a limited period and so 
fan unlike the other schemes, none 
have yet contained provisions to en- 
able people to move house. 

There are a number of variations 
on these themes, including schemes 
specifically set up to fund home 
improvements or even care costs, 
and those run by local authorities 
and by charities. 

Unlike some of the Eighties plans, 
most of the modern equity-release 
schemes carry guarantees which 


Ed Maynard 

should mean that, whatever hap- 
pens. people who take them out 
should not lose their homes and can 
continue to live in them for the rest 
of their lives. 

Regulatory problems crop up 
because, depending on how plans 
are set up. they can be governed by 
statutory bodies, such as the 
Financial Services Authority, or 
voluntary ones, such as the Council 
of Mortgage Lenders’ code of prac- 
tice. Id some cases, the plans are 
monitored by the Safe Home Income 
Plans group (Ship), an industry 
trade association, leading to the 
problems that are identified by the 
NCC report 

The NCC also warns that by 
exploiting gaps in this system, com- 
panies could stili market products 
that might leave elderly people in se- 
vere difficulties. They could be stuck 
if they want to move or face losing 


their homes if things go wrong 

Even -safe” products could have 
a nasty sting in the tail if they are 
taken out by someone for whom they 
are not suitable. Tax rates and Gov- 
ernment benefits can be affected by 
any increase in income, or even the 
provision of a lump sum. 

Benefits such as pensioners' in- 
come support and council tax ben- 
efit can be hit by any extra income 
or even lump sums. Moving from 
□on-tax-paying to tax-paying status, 

or going up a tax band can also eat 

into any gains made by buying into 
an equity-release scheme. 

Age Concern spokeswoman 
Rhian Beynon says: “We have never 
endorsed any such plan. They may 
be suitable for some people but not 
for others. 

“We offer a fact sheet explaining 
about them. People need to be very 
careful that any income generated 
does not affect any existing benefit 
they are entitled to.” 

Sue Mercer, the office and tech- 
nical manager at Hinton & Wfld an 
independent financial advice firm 
specialising in equity-release 
sdiemes. says: “The best plan de- 
pends on a person's circumstances 
but it is important to make sure you 
are significantly better off before 
going ahead." 

It seems unlike ly that the type of 
disaster which befell people in the 
late Eighties will be able to occur 
again, especially after the Govern- 
ment outlawed the risky schemes 
which caused it 

But the NCC report concludes: 
“Equity-release schemes could 
benefit the very poorest and elderly 
people <as well as others) but only 
if they are properly regulated and 
managed and detailed information 
and advice about them is available 
to consumers. 

“Therefore we think the Govern- 
ment should encourage wider avail- 
abflity of equity-release sdiemes, but 
not without first taking steps to 
regulate for safer selling and much 
better information and advice for 
prospective purchasers." 

Age Concern's free fact sheet titled 
“liaising Capital on Your Home* is 
available by catting 0800 009966; Jbr 
a Help fte Aged fact sheet on equity- 
rdease contact Esther EUmarm on 
01 71-253 0253 ex 257; Jbr a list of Ship 
members and a free leaflet unite to 
The Secretary, Safe Home Income 
Plans, Tbkvorth Unver, EioeQ Road, 
Surbiton, KT6 TEL; Hinton & Wild: 
0181-390 8166 



Complete and return the coupon to: 
Scottish Friendly Assurance, 
FREEPOST SCO 2479. DUNOON PA23 8BR or 

CAUL FREE QUOTING IN 170499 


0800 585 625 


www.scoUisMriendly.co.oK 
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Why should you pay tax on your savings? If you're interested 
in collecting a substantial windfall - exempt of tax - make 
sure you apply for our Scottish Bond information pack. 

With the Scottish Bond you can: 

• Invest from £10-£25 a month 

• Enjoy the prospect of tax exempt annual bonuses 

• Look forward to a guaranteed minimum return 

• Collect a tax free 1, lump sum after 70 yeare 

You can also open a Child Bond for a special child and save 
even more in tax. Scottish Friendly is one of the leading 
friendly societies and because we have no shareholders, 
our members benefit from our success. So however else 
you save, make sure you start planning your tax exempt 

windfall today. 

Scottish^ 

Friendly 

VI ember d ADI. Bc|*uUed b» lhe PewJ 

infbmMkwi prat»W raitv rttln m SnrtUth Frfcmdh po-dm.** 

CrKwftv Based on a man aged 30 next birthday at outset saving £25 per month in a plan similar to the Scort.sh Bond 

on a bconlsh Friendly 10 year with proms endowment policy maturing or. 1.5.98. Future bonus rates sunencte. 
a. not guaranteed b, adyanco Past perforate is no. neoKanty a gu.de to tne future. 

•B Scottish Friendly's understanding o» taxahon which may change. 
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A Merchant Investors pension is an 
easy, convenient and flexible pension. 

The charges are low. 

You can vary your contributions 
without charge. 

Pay no commission wi 
you buy direct. 

No sales person 
will bother vou. 


Merchant Investors 

Assurance 

r'. tegutaitd by the Persona! Investment Authority 

$ g It P art A ^ ‘ anz ‘ one °f Europe' 5 targets! insure 



insurers. 
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i Mail ibis coupon to.- Merchant Investors Assurance 
! Company limited. Freepost BS 6013, Bristol BS1 2UZ 
j MR .• MRS / MISS MS ipkasc circle as appropriate} 
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A Grand time 
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It’s the best Jeep money can buy - and the great news is it's available here in right-hand drive. By John Sinister 


M y, what big 
teeth it’s got! 
All the better 
to intimidate 
with, my 
dear. I don't 
suppose the 
Cherokee Indians have a version of 
Little Red Riding Hood and the 
wolf, but the car that bears their 
name has a very dental visage. 
Here, then, in hill toothiness, is 
Jeep's all-new Grand Cherokee. 

\bu would think that replacing the 
smaller, squarer Jeep Cherokee 
would be a more pressing need, but 


■*THE INDEPENDENT 


Road Test 


that one is still selling vigorously 
after 16 years. The competition is 
hotter higher up the 4x4 hierarchy, 
however 

There's Land Rover's remod- 
elled Discovery to consider; and 
Mercedes-Benz's ML320. Add to 
this the fact that the old Grand 
Cherokee was launched in 1993, 
even though it didn't head here for 
another three years, and the prod- 
uct plan makes sense. 

Clearly, the new car’s style is in- 
fluenced by the old. so much so that 
unless you see them together you 
might not spot the differences. But 
the new one has a wedgier profile, 
more rounded corners, bigger head- 
lights and those bared fangs. This 
is not a discreet face, especially 
when it’s filling the rear-view mir- 
ror of the car in front. 

It's a major remake. Just 127 
parts of this Austrian -built car are 
carried over from the old model of 
which the largest is the ofl filter used 
on the smaller of the two available 
engines, a 4.0-litre straight-six. 

That engine is similar to the 
older model's, but the V8 alternative 
is a new, much more modern unit 


whose 17 litres produce more mus- 
cle-power than the old VS's 52 litres 
managed. 

Now, you might think that all fat 
off-road ers are instruments of the 
devil But quite apart from an abil- 
ity to clamber over rocks, through 
mud and across sand dunes, many 
off-roaders are favoured transport 
because of their relaxed mode of 
progress and the fine view they 
give of the world beyond hedges. 
Here, the Grand Cherokee scores on 
every count 

The off-road part of its repertoire 
is helped by a quadra-drive system 
boosted by a quadra-trac n transfer 
case which sends its power to front 
and rear Vari-Lok differentials. Look 
behind the buzz-names, and we find 
a clever design which automatically 
sends power to the wheels with the 
most grip. 

Most of the time, whether on or 
off-road, most power goes to the rear 
wheels. If one rear wheel starts to 
slither; the resultant overall speed 
of the rear axle becomes higher than 
at the front, and this speed difference 
causes an adjustable-pressure 
clutch to divert power towards the 
front wheels. 

S imilar clutches, controlled by 
similar hydraulic pumps, work 
across each axle to send power to 
the side with the most grip. It’s all 
automatic, and effective enough to 
keep the Jeep going even if only one 
wheel has grip. The only trans- 
mission control apart from a con- 
ventional automatic gear-selector, is 
a high-range/Iow-range lever 

So effective is it that, as with a 
really good braking system, you 
don’t notice it’s there. I took a 4.0- 
litre Grand Cherokee off-roading 
up a mountain stream, albeit with 
properly chunky off-road lyres, and 
-well it just went up the stream. The 
only snag was the over-sensitive ac- 
celerator, which made for jerky 
progress over bumps as my right 
foot wobbled. 




In many ways, though, the bigger 
engineering challenge is to make an 
off-roader feel good on-road. This the 
Grand does, thanks to a ride which 
feels remarkably flat and controlled 
for a car so high off the ground, and 
whose suspension is capable of 
such extremes of movement 
It filters bumps right away, too, so 
the ride is quiet and smooth. Just as 
good the steering is positive in a way 
a 4x4’s often isn't, so you don't get 
the feeling that you're tacking into 
a cross-current to take up the slack. 

This quiet, relaxed motion suits 
the interior’s ambience, which uses 
real leather and not-so-real wood to 
set the tone. The plastics feel less 
plastickv than before, and the inde- 
pendent heater controls for the 
cabin's left and right sides use infra- 
red detectors to measure each front 
occupant's radiated heat. 

Pve left the best bit to the end. 
Wed it’s the best bit if we’re talk- 
ing about the V8, for the six-cylinder 
is merely adequately smooth and 
lively and suffers from an irritatingly 


indecisive automatic transmission. 

The V8 is another experience 
entirely, surely worth the extra 
£5.000 purchase price and the pal- 
try lJJmpg average economy penal- 
ty now that unlike the old V8. you 
don't have to suffer left-hand drive. 

Squeeze the accelerator floor- 
wards - and feel the Jeep squirm a 
little and launch itself into the dis- 
tance with the cleanest and craek- 
liest of V8 throbbing noises, and 
you'll be starting a serious addiction. 
It’s a rivilised hot-rod. and it feels in- 
domitable. 

All the better to eat the road with, 
my dear. 


Meaner and more powerful than its predecessor, the new Jeep Grand Cherokee squares up 
confidently to its rivals in the 4x4 market • 


SPECIFICATIONS 

Rivals 


Make and model: 

Jeep Grand Cherokee 4.7 V8 

Limited 

Price: £34,995 

Engine: 4.701CC V8, 16 valves, 
217bhp at 4,700rpm 
Transmission: four-speed 
automatic gearbox, four- 
wheel drive 

Performance: I22mph- 0-60 in 
8-lsec, 13-iampg 


Land Rover Discovery 4.0 

V8i ES: £35,070. Poshest 
Discovery matches Jeep’s 
plushnoss but not its pace. 
Clever no-Lean suspension 
makes for surprising agility 
Mercedes-Benz ML320: 
£31.780. Less powerful than 
Jeep, and only six cylinders, but 
this Mercedes is delightful to 


drive. Cabin feels cheap, though. 
Made in US 

Mitsubishi Shogun 3.5 VG: 
£39,995. Top Shogun has all the 
equipment but not much of 
the style. It's very capable 
off-road, though 

Ibyota Landcrufser Colorado 

3.4 VX: £34,440. Same story as 
with the Shogun. The Jeep is a 
far more desirable proposition 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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MX: 0171 293 2505 
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CHOICE OF 250 UK WRS - WITH FULL MANUFACTURER'S WARRANTY 
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01332 347357 


CHARTWOL DRIVE • WEST MEADOWS • DERBY 

0PENIN6 HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm. Sat 9am - 6pra. Sun 10am - 6pm 


SIT OUR WEB SITE' FOR UP TO THE M i_N_UJT E STOCK - www.niq_torpoint.co.uk 
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musubi 7!C .*w « Fl-TT-CiU-i " .jnUUFrt f 1509 
snsriawiaoaiAinDKFiKAUiwFirpwiTCij: nose 
IflffT SCORPO 2J EXECUTIVE AUTO LTWT AC (WER SO £11593 
lICBStOSRO U '-•.tWA ESTATE *UIO «C ITW « STATE HIE £*«99 
FW XTWl l&» . J>* ‘STjr ; 4: 1£S iTIfl y ICVF imi:i ALT (1399 
«s XCPO 'W y~l ni.UK> : ^Tf; AIM X T(FJ*WUAP3 £1*955 
(Rj9? r.A 13 PAS AUTUMN GREEN n-MILES £5999 
(SI98 ICA 1 3 PAS CHOICE RADIANT REO £1999 
UWM3TB5C AA EMNDHitt 1JMS trtO*CJ 54*1? OB £Kl*l 
i sea ha n i j pas to cl cw>Cf or colours jh lem 
I5B8 KA HIT 3 AIR CON PAS ALLOTS SILVER 2K £T4» 
UNREGISTERED 1.3 BLUE PAS EW CHOICE ?r £6999 
UNREGISTERED I1 1 3 PAS EW CL SILVER 2K £8599 


CB8PURTONBTSW5M5»EWCLCHCIiaCfWU»R5 I599D £*999 IfliJ? LAGUNA : CRT AUTO AC 5RFUI GREEN H3« Sew 
it!» PUNTO «W4BX5ELECTASP MS RMS RIDS* £6999 £5799 CSEUGUM 'lEVtUSTACS 4S5 -MCE B.VEP a nrnH 
■Pfie PUNTO NEW BSELX50R5R PAS CC00ED4K £699? (599B - ”” 


-Rl9e PUNTO NEW B5ELX60R5R PAS CCOOU3 4K £699? £5999 
raiWi*fflU*l'IDlSi(SSCBOlRC:iS'MK(ia»£UK« £5999 (49N 


in MSfsuv^MSM m tare : 


«6TH3 59113 IPW) n -7* 1*1*99 D*M (FliST *SAH4 1 «X SQP PAS CHOICE OF craftuatT! 


rUBRA»TJ9UXRE5 
ITBI N4T W»"LD W-7 2* 
(T'BSBTHTOBWOlCrt 

CavARKKiiva 


«C PAS CHOKE 0? COLOURS £7639 

WA'.pAjCwsavEfl nr egen 

; Tr r i ' 1 *- f *s BlUF V 112199 

^"^^SMOSFSISU?** 0999 

: 1 K: " ZlOr.Cl £9999 


(BM ROVER USE ASCflT MJfl SR PA3 TWTI BLUE 8K £4500 £3999 
ilMI WVCT1HG5I SM SB AU0V1 CHOKE Of COLffJO 14639 E393B 
|RiB7 ROVER 114ELI 30R SR DIAMOND UK £1*99 £3089 
(RI97 ROVER 2T41 4Dfl SR PAf. BLACK 6K £5999 [5799 
IRIJ7 ROVER 21*1 5DB MS CHOICE BRM51ARDS IDT £S*PS £509 
|RHT ROVER 414S SDR ESflfiAS FLAME RED l» C78M tWOl 
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LOOK!!! DO YOU REALISE HOW CHEAP THESE CARS ARE? 

1005 OF T-REG CARS AT MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 

335*339 & 353*357 Baft Rd, Slough, Berkshire SL1 6JA 


HON -FRI 9AM -8PM 
SAT * SUN 9AM • 7PM 


01753 773763 
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Go back to your roots 

Want a break from the rat race? Then how about becoming a landowner. By Fiona Brandhorst 



O' 71 293 2505 


Flour-year-old Eve O’Brien prepares to feed the fairies in the wood her parents bought and named after her 
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F requent trips down 
the A2l from Loudon 
to Kent led the 
O’Brien family to 
make an unusual 
addition to their prop- 
erty portfolio just 
over a year ago". Intrigued by boards 
advertising woodlands for sale, 
Carol and Nigel called up the num- 
ber on their mobile, expecting to find 
the cost way beyond their reach. 

But, after visiting on an open day, 
they were hooked. “It was a case of 
want, want, want," remembers 
Carol, who was pleased to find that 
the other owners they met were not 
“snotty aristocrats". 

The O’Briens’ land comprises II 
acres of broadleaved woodland sur- 
rounding one acre of south-feeing 
grassland with an open view, and it 
cost just over £14.000. Were they ner- 
vous about their investment? “I’ve 
always had a bee in my bonnet 
about our daughter; Eve, growing up 
in a centra] London maisonette 
without a garden," says Carol 
“To upgrade to an address near 
us with a garden would cost a lot 
more. If we cant have a garden, why 
4iiot a wood where we can learn about 
1 nature together? It sounds like a 
cliche, but it's our wonderful little 
haven of trancpuUity.” 

The O’Briens took out a person- 
al loan to buy their wood. “It was the 




-ifCrTlj 


first time the bank had lent on 
woodland, and they were very in- 
terested in the idea; even my solic- 
itor bad never. come across it but it 
was a fairly routine process." 

They try to visit every weekend; 
but can you maintain woodland on 
a part-time basis? English Nature 
and the Forestry Commission have 
been helpful and the O'Briens made 
contact with locals and other wood- 
land owners who help with jobs 
such as coppicing (in return for the 
timber) or making paths. 

“There's a great support sys- 
tem, we’ve learnt so much already" 
says Carol who keeps a diary of the 
seasonal changes in the wood so as 
not to miss out on anything from 
year to yean “The bluebells should 
be out in a few weeks, and they really 
are breathtaking." 

Split ownership of land has meant 
that hunts have to gain permission 
from more people to cross their land. 
It is also a chance for anti-hunting 
supporters to really have some say. 
Carol had a phone call from the 
leader of a hunt wanting to cross her 
wood. “He was very courteous," 
she says, “but I had no he V tation in 
refusing him permission." 

Over the past 50 years, half of 
Britain’s broadleaved woodlands 
have disappeared and been replaced 
by conifer plantations, agriculture 
and other developments. The spread 
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of Dutch elm disease has also 
contributed to the decline. 

The O’Briens bought their wood 
from Woodlands Fbr Sale, started by 
Angus Han ton in 1988 when the 
“great storm’’ was still fresh in peo- 
ple’s minds. He was looking for a 
small wood to buy for his family’s 
enjoyment but ended up buying 100 
acres of woodland in Kent with a 
view to selling lots on to others. 

“Having found it difficult to find 
a wood ourselves, we wanted to try 


7/ we can't have a house 
with a garden, why not a 
wood where we can learn 
about nature together ?’ 

to make it easier for other family 
buyers." says Mr Hanton. whose 
company now has about 1,000 acres 
of woodland for sale in Sussex, 
Kent, Surrey, Cornwall Devon and 
west Wales. “It's not a cash-gener- 
ating business." he adds. “It’s our 
policy to give people more choice. 
Any profits are reinvested." 

In this way Mr Hanton and his co- 
manager Richard Scholfield are 
able to justify canying out some 
work on the woods before selling 
them on. “We cut paths and dear 
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fallen trees to give people a better 
idea." He stresses that you don’t 
need any specialist knowledge. 
Being “enthusiastic, open-minded 
and taking the many sources of 
free advice" is a good start. 

Buying woodland is, however, not 
a money-spinning investment- Plan- 
ning laws restrict the use of wood- 
lands. Camping is allowed but 
limited to 28 days a year, as is clay 
pigeon shooting. The only buildings 
permitted - for storing tools and 
timber - are size-restricted. 

Typical woodland owners are a 
couple with young children buying 
to have some fun on their own piece 
of land where the children can really 
be at home and where they can do 
their bit for conservation. “It’s an 
alternative to an extension on their 
house or a new car," says Mr Han- 
lon, whose own parents bought 
their first woodland more than 40 
years ago. “It's not just a feeling of 
ownership, it's the flexibility - plant 
ing trees, creating paths and gath- 
ering around the camp fire " 

Most of Woodlands For Sale’s 
lots are from six to 15 acres and cost 
from £15.000. the most popular being 
within a two-hour drive of London. 

Stags, the West Country-based 
estate agent, also has a number of 
woods for sale, including Wood croft 
Copse, a small woodland in an area 
of outstanding natural beauty near 
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Honiton. in east Devon. It covers less 
than an acre alongside a quiet lane 
and including frontage to the river 
Wolf. Shooting and hunting rights are 
included in the guide price of £5.000. 
David Fhrsdon, of Stags, believes 
owning woods is a “romantic thing”. 

“People want woods for different 
reasons: walking, painting, bird- 
watching camping, making char- 
coal. Small woods up to 20 acres 
should hold their value." 

Fbr a more community-based 
idea. The Woodland THist’s cam- 
paign Woods on Your Doorstep has 
created 120 areas of woodland since 
its launch last year. 

There is still time for members of 
the public to suggest sites from one 
to 20 acres within walking distance 
of where people live. If suitable, they 
will be purchased by the trust with 
the help of a £6.5ra grant from the 
Millennium Commission, although 
local fundraising is expected to 
meet half the cost of the wood. 

The O’Briens have renamed their 
wood Eve Wood, to the delight of 
their four-year-old daughter who 
leaves buns and sweets for the 
woodland fairies. Caro! is constantly 
making new discoveries. “Our wood 
is big enough to be interesting but 
not too big to be unmanageable." 

Woodlands For Sale: 01435 883360, 
www. woodla nds. conk: English 
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MARKET RESEARCH 33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PR6 9NE 


No Charge! 

FREE private photo-ads 
in GREAT CARS 

See magazine for details 

Huge selection 
of Britain’s 
finest cars 
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To advertise in this section please call the 
Motoring Team on 0171 293 2338. 
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A tender moment- but money matters can turn thing s nasty if 
the relationship ends C7irz$ Watt 

Gay owners 
told to put 
it in writing 

Documenting who owns what can save 


much heartache - and money - if the 


couple later part. By Robert Liebman 


ONE IN a duster of jokes familiar 
among lesbians begins with the 
question: what does a lesbian do 
on the second date? Answer 
move in. 

But moving into someone 
else's home, or buying a proper- 
ty together, involves moving into 
someone's life. Stakes are high 
both emotionally and financially, 
yet often the money side of things 
is poorly documented or not for- 
malised at ail 

Judith Burton, a solicitor 
whose firm has a large number of 
gay and lesbian clients, recalls a 
couple who bought a property in 
the Eighties as joint tenants, 
which meant that they owned it 
equally even though one of the two 
had paid 90 per cent of the pur- 
chase price. 

They had a bitter split a few 
years later, and the one who had 
contributed less insisted on re- 
ceiving her half-share of the prop- 
erty value. “It went to court and 
the original owner had to settle be- 
cause her former partner was 
legally aided. They settled at 40 
per cent It took years to resolve 
and was very costly." 

Another woman bought a prop- 
erty for herself and for her part- 
ner as tenants in common, an 
arrangement in which the own- 
ership can be in unequal shares 
- 90/10, for example, or 60/40 - and 
which can be declared in writing. 

“This couple did not specify the 
ownership percentages, and, after 
they split up, the one who had pro- 
vided most of the money was the 
one who moved out," says Ms 
Burtoa And, although she was no 
longer living there, “she was 
afraid of her home being 
repossessed, so she is still paying 
the mortgage”. 

The less well-off partner can be 
the one who finds herself ex- 
ploited, or who feels ill -used, es- 
pecially if she is upwardly mobile. 

Not uncommonly. lesbian part- 
ners make formal arrangements 
in which one contributes less 
than the othen and owns corre- 
spondingly that much less. 

“Over the years her income 
increases, and she starts to 
contribute more, but they don’t 
modify their original agreement 
to take account of the higher pay- 
ments. If they split up, the agree- 
ment still records her as owning 
less than should be the case," says 
Anya Palmer, of the Stonewall 
Housing Association. 

In Ms Burton’s view, many 
couples almost invite later trau- 
ma by neglecting to make dear 
arrangements at the outset "And 
these situations are not unique to 
lesbians. They also apply to gay 
men and to heterosexual non- 
married couples. 

“The main issues when les- 
bians are buying or living to- 
gether involve the right of 
occupation, the right to inherit and 
the division of net proceeds in the 
event of a split, or die death of one 
of them. 

"If the couple were married, 
both would automatically have 
rights to occupy and inherit Be 
cause lesbians are not and can- 
not be legally married, if the 
owner decides to throw her part- 
ner out, the partner has no auto- 
matic right to occupation." says 
Ms Burton. 

Although frank discussions of 
money matters are not easy for 
many people, especially at the 


beginning of a new relationship, 
clarity at the outset can ward off 
ugly disputes later 

When Ms Burton acts for the 
purchaser “at the time of pur- 
chase, I ask: ’Do you want your 
partner to have a right under a 
contract or declaration of trust 
ora deed to give her the right to 
occupy?’ We can draw up a deed 
protecting her or you can leave 
it up to trust law to intervene and 
say whether or not she has a right 
to occupy the property at the ap- 
propriate time". 

Leaving things to chance can 
be problematic. Fbr example, if 
one of the partners in a tenancy 
in common were to die. “even if 
her partner has the right to oc- 
cupy the property, in theory she 
could suddenly be occupying the 
property with her partner’s par- 
ents." This is, admittedly, ex- 
tremely unlikely. “but the parents 


‘When one couple split 
up, the one who paid 
most of the money was 
the one forced to move' 


or trustee could force a sale fcy ob- 
taining a declaration from the 
court that the property should be 
sold." says Ms Burton. 

A comprehensive range of is- 
sues needs to be taken into ac- 
count Ms Burton advises 
lesbians, whether buying togeth- 
er or moving in to a property 
owned by a new partner: to put key 
decisions in writing. 

“You can spell out ‘outgoings’ 
- not just the mortgage but also 
the cost of repairs to the property, 
bills for gas and electricity and 
water and structural alterations. 
If one partner wants to leave, does 
the other have the option to buy 
out the share, and in what time- 
frame?" She also suggests that, 
to avoid costly solicitors’ fees, the 
partners agree to settle disputes 
by arbitration. 

Craig Lind, a lecturer in law at 
the University of Wales at Aberys- 
twyth, says: “People in gay rela- 
tionships often incorrectly 
assume that because the law 
does not recognise their rela- 
tionships, they can’t acquire 
rights in each other's property." 

He notes that “a lesbian can 
acquire an equitable share in 
property amounting to shared 
Ownership by; for example, paying 
some household expenses if those 
payments enable her partner to 
pay the mortgage. Some people 
even contribute mortgage pay- 
ments but tend to think of it as 
rent and of themselves as lodgers, 
but with no rights." 

Another problem area arises 
when couples present themselves 
just as housemates and attempt 
to conceal the romantic side of 
their relationship. 

“Couples really should ‘come 
out’, at least to their solicitors," 
advises Ms Burtoa “Otherwise 
they may be wrongly advised 
That is partly why we are now 
seeing a lot of cases - these are 
people who have received the 
wrong advice in the past” 

Judith Burton & Co solicitors: 
0111-491 0048: Stonewall: 0171-359 
5767: Craig Lwid 01970 62 2733 
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HOT SPOT 

Stroud Green, north London 


Obscure area of desire 


S troud Green is an area 
of north London whose 
identity and reputation 
do not extend much be* 
yond its own borders. 
Obscure it may be. but 
it has solid transporta- 
tion links and illustrious neighbours 
- a potent combination for rising 
property values. 

Stroud Green is a residential en- 
clave surrounded by Finsbury Park, 
Holloway, Crouch End, Hornsey and 
Harringay. The station at Finsbury 
Park serves two Underground lines 
(Piccadilly and Victoria) and two dis- 
tinct rail lihes: one provides direct con- 
nections to the City, and the other is 
a main line linking Kings Cross to 
Cambridge and other north-east des- 
tinations. The bus terminal at Fins- 
bury Park connects with bus routes 
which fan out in all directions. 

Most sections of Stroud Green in- 
volve a train and bus journey, but the 
bus service is frequent, and the area 
is fairly convenient for the City and 
West End. It is consequently attract- 
ing spillover from Islington and im- 
mediate neighbour Crouch End. 

The area's many period houses 
have mostly been converted, but a sig- 
nificant number remain intact includ- 
ing five-bedroom and the occasional 
six-bedroom property. Stroud Green 
thus attracts growing families as well 
as singles and childless couples. 

The streets on and near Mount 
View Road are the most sought-after 
and the most expensive, with prices 
topping £400,000. Prices drop precip- 
itously on other roads. Three-bedroom 
houses in reasonable condition are 
available far less than £150,000. Decent 
two-bedroom fiats in period conver- 
sions on attractive streets sell for less 
than £100,000, and ex-council and stu- 
dio fiats in converted houses sell for 
less than £50,000. 

“Stroud Green is getting city pro- 
fessionals with children, who decide 
that Instead of a flat or small house 
in Islington, it is worth goinga half-mile 
north for a character three- or four- 
bedroom house for the same price," 
says Geoff Vedgen of Bairstow Elves. 
"The schools are surprising good, es- 
pecially up to age ll, and then the 
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families move to Crouch End or 
Muswell H31L” 

The area's housing infrastructure 
is benefiting from gen triSea tion. David 
Copestake, managing director of 
David Philips estate agents, believes 
that “the schools have been improv- 
ing because the area has been im- 
proving. Ten years ago, many 
properties here were neglected- Now, 
there are more owner-occupiers and 
they take better care of their homes. 
There are no more FDrd Cortinas in 
the front garden." 

The council estates have also im- 
proved - "even Holly Park, which 
used to have a bad reputation and is 
now fine," says Mr Copestake. “Holly 
Park is still mostly council tenants. In 
other estates, the ratio of council ten- 
ants has gone from 90 per cent to 40 
per cent Communal areas are clean, 
and the blocks well maintained." 

Stroud Green has some purpose- 
built modern houses and blocks of 
flats, especially near Manor House, 
along with an occasional church con- 
version or other unusual dwelling. In 
the main, though, period properties 
predominate. 

Property hunters shouldn't auto- 
matically write off past or current rail 
lines. Finsbury Park and Alexandra 
Park used to be connected by a rail line 
which, now trackless, is Parkland 
Wblk, a nature reserve. It can lend a 
genuinely rustic ambience to gar- 
dens lucky enough to back onto it 

Even the currently active rail line 
serving Crouch Hill station is benign. 
It is llghtty used, although goods 
trains also travel the line. 

ROBERT LIEBMAN 



Stroud Green boasts period properties, a nature walk (top) and two large parks nearby 


PhUMeech 


The Low-Down 


Prices: "Prices have gone up 
since January," reports James 
Ballard of Winkworth. “Many 
properties become available, but 
there is a rapid turnover." Five- 
bedroom houses sell for £300,000 
or more unless they need a great 
deal of work, when they can go for 
as little as £175,000. 

Properties: Bairstow Eves is 
currently asking £315,000 for a 
three-storey corner property with 


a separate flat on each floor, each 
vacant Last winter, a similar 
house with seven units was on the 
market Well used and much 
abused over the years, these 
investment properties generally 
require major refurbishment and 
can be converted again into one- 
family premises. 

Transport: Finsbury Park Station 
is in Zone 2. The rail line into the 
city stops at Old Street and 


Moorgate. From the bus depot at 
Finsbury Park station, the W7 
proceeds along Stroud Green 
Road to Crouch End, and the W3 
turns onto Stapleton Hall Road 
and reaches much of Stroud Green 
via Ferine Park Road. The 210 
turns in the other direction, 
toward Archway and the Islington 
part of Stroud Green. Crouch Hill 
station is on the little-used but still 
chugging Barking-Gospel Oak line. 


Shopping and dining: Crouch 
End is top-heavy with restaurants, 
but supermarket shopping means 
a trek to Green Lanes or the Wood 
Green shopping centre. 

Council: Most of Stroud Green is 
in Haringey; Band D council tax is 
£898. Band D in Islington is £912. 

A council poride? The Haringey 
Guide claims that, in addition to 
birds, bats, and foxes. Parkland 
Walk is home to muntjac deer. 


What a relief! Seven external wall 
panels on a former dairy now 
adorn a bar/restaurant "It cost 
the brewer a fortune, and it’s a big 
crowd puller to the area,” says 
David Copestake. Otherwise, the 
extraordinary exterior on the 
increasingly derelict building 
faced an uncertain future. 

Estate agents: Bairstow Eves, 
0181-809 5050; David Philips, 0171- 
686 7676: Winkworth, 0181-342 9999. 


THRF.F. TO VIEW 

IN THE MONEY 



PENNY COTTAGE in Fleshey, 

old but got its name as recently as 1972 when, during 

renovation, a 19th-century penny was 

The three-bedroom bouse has a split . 

From the street it looks like the other period houses m 
the village, but the addition at the back inchidesa 
covered porch and redbrick-based bay window. Grade 
H listed, the cottage has an oak strippedfloor m the 
sitting room, refitted 17V kitchen with hmed-oak imrts, 
Neff oven and hob, and a detached double garage with 
a stairway to an 18ft office above. Offers around 
£185,000, details from Ikexnbath Welch (01371 872117). 



THIS HALF-timbered period house in The Mint, in Rye, 
East Sussex, is in the middle of the ancient Cinque Port 
town. From the panelled oak front door; walk into the 
20ft drawing room with a ceiling height of around 8'6”, 
heavy timber framing and an African slate floor. 

There is a 20ft dining kitchen with full-height 
diamond-leaded doors to the rear terrace and gardens, 
wine shelves and white tiled surfaces. There are two 
bedrooms, study (with access to a roof garden) and a 
bathroom on the first floor; with the main bedroom on 
the second. Offers around £230,000 to Phillips & Stubbs 
(01797 253323). 



THIS STONE cottage in West Bank, Winstei; 15 minutes’ 
drive from Matlock in the Peak District, has had -. 
considerable renovation work done, but needs finishing 
off Formerly two houses, it now has three bedrooms, 
the biggest of which has an original open fireplace with 
cast-iron hearth, dining room with a white Rayburn, 
and bathroom with Victorian bath with ball-and-cLaw feet 
There are stone outhouses, a garage and a workshop. . . 
£125,000, details from Fidler-Tayior (01629 814040). ' ~ - 

Rosalind Russell 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Services 


Wanted 




self building? 

renovating? 
converting? extending? 
...you'll need an 

ASBA architect 



ASBA, Britain's larqry network 
f> l irdWKB iv h& speewl nr m 
T*»e design of individual Iwres 
are ratty io help you save 
money. Time and sttess. 
Design. Planning Advice, 
Building Regulations. Listed 
Building Work. Tendering. 
Project Management 
and Finance. 


Wanted 


LAND/SilfcS - without Planning 
Permission but with possible development 
potential. Preferably in or on the edge of 
village/toWn/tity locations in Cheshire & North 
West (but ail areas Y/ithin the UK considered). 

We are prepared to take all the costs & risks in 
obtaining permission. Our planning consultants 
are experts. We are interested in any land, from 
small parcels to significant acreage. 
Brownfield, difficult, nuisance, problem, redundant 
& bad neighbour sites all considered. 

We are particularly interested in land that either has 
no planning history or where planning consent has 
been refused - or where a permission may be enhanced. 

PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS & ANY PLANNING 
HISTORY DETAILS (WITHOUT OBLIGATION) TO: 

y 

GOLDFINCH 

Land Brokers & Planning Promotion 
GoMfindi (Projects) LtcL. 

Etnon, West Road, Wewerham, Chedwe CW8 3HH. 

Tfefc 01 92B 787800 Fax; 01606 8S4223 
Web:htqx//wwwiiwneimid(ftiorne'glinchJimi 


SELLING YOUR PROPERTY? THIS 
ADVERT WOULD ONLY COST 
YOU £56 40 flNCL VAT) FOR 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
INTERESTED? CALL THE PROP- 
ERTY TEAM ON 0171 293 2302 


East Anglia 


FREE > AODotb 40 pago tun colour 
HomeKndor Brochure idctb oi 
properties T/out Norfolk S Suf- 
folk, EZ5.000 to £500.000. Tci. 
01264 768626 

BEAUTIFUL 187 ITS CORNER cot- 
tage situated in rolling country- 
B>dc on the Piikingian Estate. 
Only TOmms d«we Hitchm. 
Mmlns Kings Cross. 3 * bed- 
moms, potential for 3rd bed (sub- 
#act p.-pj latched ptne doors, 
shipped floors, kitchen, new 
bathroom, sitting loom, with 
pretty garden £123.500 coll Mar- 
tin 01462768664 


Kent 


CRANBROOK 

Kent 

Large family house, 

6 bedrooms, 2.5 acres. 

£440,000 ono. 
Tel: 01580 712683 


FOR SALE 

COUNTY LOUTH, IRELAND 
IS HOLE GOLF COURSE - PAR 72 - M00 YARDS 

ON APPROXIMATELY 100 ACRES OF LAND 
WITH CHARMING COUNTRY RESIDENCE 
TOGETHER WITH 

clubhouse, restaurant; BAR 

Thr, puy ami pbi cuurw » affiliated to the Golfing Union of Ireland 
jikI dixiffial t* UT/emaiKmafly /oKnmrd Artfrifcrts j ad ha* 
oirrunamJinf --pwiiaailar views of CauntnMde 

S>vicn Thump* cau.-n.-d for. Green Ran eic. 

Also poicmtal devvtopituiu fur self cilo-mg tic. 

Further dcLiit fnim:- 

N I LARDY & CO. IJT) MJJLV.L AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS U5DOO. 
N0VRY ROAD. DUNDALK. CO. LOUTH. IRELAND - phone JSS.4 


North of the River 


FTTZJAMES AVE 

W14 

Spudous Luxurious 3/4 
Bedroom Flat Double , 2 
Bath moms Lin/Porier, 
Furaishcd/L'iihL'Tushcd 
£6K pw Tel -171 

SmEig^obila et_aj.uk 


HAMPSTEAD 

Duplex Carden Rat. 

Double bedroom, lount'e. 
latdien, shown newly 
decorated, between heath 
and village. Professional 
person, eon-smoker preferred. 
GTS p.w. 

Owner provided and parden 
maintained. 

Tel: 0171 435 2735 


Wales 


j— 
i ; 







New and one owner Holiday Homes. 

The beach moments from your patio 
door. Full centra! heating. From £8000 
Approx 2 hours from Manchester, 

Liverpool & Birmingham. 

'■ 1 3 v -“iK? 

Btadb BnEjfay W of PoiU. IWByfW, CMnnrfao, North Wald LLM SET 



Lincolnshire 


LINCOLNSHIRE 

WOLDS 

Attractive ’Royal' village 



Georgian farmhouse. 5 

bed. large kitchen with 
Ingle nook. reception 
room, sitting room, dining 
room, hath room, separate 
shower room. large 
garden, rooaue. stables, 
bam adjoining meadow, 
schools 'shops locally 

£178,000 

Tel; 01790 7 63 676 


London Property 


SELLING YOUR PROPERTY? THIS 
ADVERT WOULD ONLY COST 
YOU £56.40 (INCL- VAT) FOR 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
INTERESTED? CALL THE PROP- 
ERTY lEAriON 0,7i 2B3ZM2 


To advertise in this section 
please call the 
Property Team on 0171 293 2302. 


North of the River 


Architect's Camden Sq. 

Fully furnished, self 
ixmialncd studio flui lor 
one person. 

Quicl sunny siudio galley, 
kitchen, bathroom and 
shower, newly deonralcd. 
Free ana parking. 
£140 p.w, 

0171 485 9679 


SE1 • 30 metre* to river 
trhfad Design Bn wiw . 

Sunny Thwcr Biidgc bone 
studio with scprraic 
dmugbcdreom area, kitchen 
and bathroom. Sliding floor io 
rating wuidowi. within 
prestigious development with 
2-thr porterage. 

£155.000 

Call 0171 613 3172 


VERY SPACIOUS Scml fumhhod 
one bedroom flnL one ah wl from 
Futecn Broadway station, G.C.H. 
five place. Extra me ly good value 
In wonderful location. £135000 
Gal WIKaro on 01018780633. 


Scotland 


SINGLE PERSON ACCOM In Irg 
courtry housa E t UJOO cash only 
enquMM on Cl 434 630069. 


Surrey 


OXTED, SURREY 

5 hitl U/F house. 3 balh. 
3 rccep. lined- kitchen, 
utility room, coraervjlory. 

large garden, double 
garage. Near luwn, MaLiun 
and Gatwick. £2400 pcra. 
Ptone Martin & Co 
01293 406161 


Sussex 


Eastbourne 



DooifaL kjJiL EOT hwc GC1L qnrl 
UU ma. untlol frw 
wtufc. UUkn. vulnnc itau tWt*- 
hofc»m bvp KuhudB. sconJ nki. 
ihmaft qnnpiKnnf. *ukn hklc*. 
■WlNiUnv «i ip* Bull pNlrn. 
ikhfjmvl mem pnkn nth wet *ih 

£105,000tui.fl 
kb 01323 410502 


Greece 


] 


VILEAS 

CEPHALONIA • GREECE 



0 Stylish studios, apartments and luxuiy villas for sale 
O Superb facilities include swimming pool and tennis court 
O Unsurpassed quality 
0 Prices start from only £39,000 



PHONE NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE 


Selling Agent: Brian A, French Associates, 6 Fleet Road f London XW3 2 ( 

Tel: 0171 2 84 0114 ♦ Fax: 0171 424 914^ 


Overseas Property 



France 


SEA SIDE VILLA In Smart Town. 
Port Pftvnta/Psn Lotting Accam 
nffl.OOOTH O' 308456=88 


I n«w "HaSt* ' POfllUEul 
I CBSEK ■ afPBIB ■ jgjjwn^jSuaaJ 
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EXHIBITION 

7TH -9TH MAY 1999 
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PAVILIONS Of HARROGATE, GREAT YORKSHHfF 
SHOWGROUND, HARROGATE. NORTH YORKSh,^ 
Oronnnl In FRBNCII MDFUOY Vtws i, . u .,.. . 

TeL-phm 0!>l «« S*OD VLtl HUT fanpA««. hcncwL,,,, " '*-*• 
^ Biurupa wo:&Tjjg?_gi(iBrrH^5 R,g , v ^7^* 



Don't forget 
c ° mention':. 

replying 5. 
c ® adverts :s 


Cf5 


c • 






1 


is* 





Tur -ViE\V 
" :l) 'r.v 



^ -0Ov P 


1 I 




•• ■ri.-'V**** 

.. . .V-^!';de 3 / JSl 


¥THE INDEPENDENT 



1 7 April 1 999 

rao 



Comment • art^ & books • Country & Garden * trav- t 


Ai A-' 



TOM WAITS: 
ONE FROM 
THE HEART 

ARTS, PAGE 10 



ANNA PAVORD: 
ARRANGING FOR 
A MARRIAGE _ 

GARDEH1N6, PAGE 16 


ST UlCIA: r 
UNBERipf 





““-l_ - • - .\mmf Zz 


E.X.H.U.M.E.D. 


She was the First Lady of Country and she was a survivor. 
She’d lived with drug addiction, depression and D.I.VO.RC.E. 
And then she died. What killed Tammy Wynette? And why? 

By David Usborne 
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eorgette Smith asks her twin five-year-old 
boys to go play somewhere else and then 
turns on the stereo. It is a gentle country 
ballad that fills the room, light on twang- 
ing guitar but heavy on crying strings and 
the cooing of backing singers. And then 
there is that voice, soft yet powerful and 
always heartbreaking. Especially heart- 

breaking today in this home. “So I'll keep 

on falling in love/ Till 1 get it right” 

The artist is "hammy Wynette, still called the First Lady of Coun- 
try. who died at just 55 on 6 April last yean curled up like a child 
on a sofa in her Nashville mansion. Georgette, sitting motion- 
^ss with her hands clasped together almost in prayer, is 
Emmy’s youngest daughter She can listen to her mother’s music 
now. For several months after her passing, she could not “I get 
comfort out of it" she admits. 

The songs of Wynette have been bursting out all over 
Nashville this week, like at the scruffy Legends' Corner bar in 
the Tin Pan South district on Wednesday night. On stage. Holly's 
Buddies played their set of country covers. “Did you hear die 
news?" HoDy asked the punters, some in cowboy hats and boots, 
before launching into the most famous 'Kfynette song of all, “Stand 
by Your Man”. “Tammy’s bade!" 

Back, but only for a few hours and in gruesome circumstances 
-under the knives and scalpels of a coroner. At 7^0 am that day, 
the body of Ms \tynette had been disinterred and subjected to 
a belated autopsy. It took until noon, when her year-old corpse 
was returned to Us resting place behind a marble panel on the 
third floor of a bland mausoleum building in a cemeteryjust south 
of the city. 

Ms Wynette, whose lyrics were infused with her struggles in 
life, had thus been thwarted once more. For nearly 30 years she 
suffered multiple foiled marriages and crippling medical and drug 
addiction problems that she fought furiously to keep private. Now, 
ail of it is splashing m gawdy Technicolor into headlines and tele- 
vision stories around the world. Even in death, the hairdresser- 
tumed-superstarwho cut 39 country Top 10 hits and sold 30 million 
records - and who, in 1992, chastised Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
a First Lady-to-be, for proclaiming that she was not a “Stand by 
Your Man” kind of woman - cannot find peace. 

Responsible for disturbing her are those who say they loved 
her the most, her daughters. Earlier this month. Georgette and 
! ^two of her sisters - Jackie Daly, in whose modest Nashville home 
we sit now, and Una Jones - filed a wrongful death suit against 
George Richey, Wynette’s last and fifth husband and her persona! 

! manager; and Dr Wallis Marsh, a Pittsburgh-based doctor who 
• alone had supervised her medical care since the late Eighties, 
j The filing forced the hand of Richey who, early on Wednesday, 
gave the city’s medical examinee Dr Bruce Levy, permission to 
exhume his wife’s body. Thus the autopsy that the three women 
; had been publicly agitating for for months finally went ahead. 
At the core of the suit are allegations that the two men botched 

■ Wynette’s care over a long period (Marsh, in part, because he 
was acting as her primary doctor even though his practice was 

| hundreds of miles away in Pittsburgh); that they reacted inad- 
equately to her final and fatal crisis; and, more gravely, that 
- over years they acted as conscious enablers of her addiction 
to pain-killing narcotics. The suit also seeks to establish what 

■ occurred precisely on that night, just over a year ago. at the 
. Tammy Wynette mansion. 

! The story we have now, supplied mostly by Marsh and Richey 


and rehearsed in the suit, is that Wynette had complained to her 
husband on that day of feeling especially unwell with a strange 
stinging in her legs. Richey apparently phoned Marsh for advice, 
who told him to “seek immediate medical attention''. The law- 
suit contends that Richey instead gave her medication himself: 
a short while later Dtynette died while asleep on the sofa. It was 
many hours before Marsh arrived from Pittsburgh. He report- 
ed that Wynette had died from blood clots on the lung. She was 
buried; a memorial ceremony was held three days later at 
Nashville's Ryman Auditorium and broadcast live on CNN. No 
autopsy was thought necessary. 

The court action, which asks for $50 m f £3lm» in damages, has 
left Nashville and the country music industry in shock. And peo- 
ple are beginning to take sides. In one camp are those who ac- 
cuse the women of digging far money. They note that all of 
Wynette’s estate was left in trust for her children, with income 
from it going to Richey, now 60, until he dies. They also point out 
the singer stipulated in her will that anyone who challenges it 
will be automatically disinherited With the lawsuit, the critics 
say, the daughters are circumventing a provision that was de- 
signed to forestall exactly this kind of public family brawl. Oth- 
ers offer quiet sympathy for the women and share with them their 
suspicions about their mother's death. 

Wynette’s health problems began with a hysterectomy short- 
ly after the birth of Georgette, who is now 28. What followed was 
an unremitting battle with crippling intestinal pain and block- 
ages in the boweL Wynette underwent multiple surgeries, but 
with each operation came more scar tissue. Tbwards the end 
Wynette's once piercing beauty had shrivelled leaving her with 
the face of an old woman. She had a catheter in her side and took 
much of her food through intravenous tubes. Above all. howev- 
er, her addiction to narcotics, which even a spell in 1986 at the 
Betty Ford Clinic faded to break, had continued to worsen. 

Georgette recalls her mother’s plight “Sometimes she would 
go for a couple of weeks without eating any solid food. But here 
is the kind of mother she was: one of those times, we were all 
visiting Tammy and when I got up there she was in the kitchen 
making this huge breakfast for us alL all our favourite things to 
eat even though food made her feel nauseous. I fold her, ‘You 
don't have to do this’, and she replied; ‘1 love doing this for you 
and I would be heartbroken if you told me to stop.’" 

She remembers, too. the misgivings she felt for her step- 
father. Richey, who had been married to her mother for 20 years. 
According to Georgette, whose real father was lunette’s tliird 
husband, the country singer George Jones. Richey would grow 
jealous of friends who took up any of bis wife's time and spin lies 
to turn her against them. “Once, he told her that one of her girl- 
friends had tried to hit on him. which wasn’t true." Nor. allegedly, 
was Wynette allowed to spoil her own children. “She had to sneak 
things to us. If we went shopping and she bought us clothes, we 
would have to leave them in the trunk of her car and switch them 
to our cars when he wasn't looking." 

Even Wynette occasionally acknowledged the strains in her 
marriage. Georgette believes her mother was unable, however, 
to face the prospect of yet one more divorce and life alone, par- 
ticularly when she bad become so frail. “She was embarrassed 
by the failures of her earlier marriages.” 

It was the drugs, however, more than the illness, that enslaved 
titynette. And it will be the drugs issue that will dominate if the 
wrongful death claim makes it to trial According to the suiL the 
star was hooked during her last years on a cocktail of Demerol, 

Continued on page 2 
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f you are someone whose idea of entertainment 
. is literary debate of the most informed kind, then 
you are definitely one of us. To help you join our circle 
of like-minded readers therefore, we are offering 
you a very unintellectual cut-price, low-down {and 
thoroughly delicious) bargain. Subscribe to the 
London Review of Books now and you will receive your 
first six fortnightly issues free. If you then decide to 
cancel you may do so without having paid a penny. 
Otherwise, you will continue to receive the magazine 
ata magnificent 53% discount - or just £747 a quarter. 

‘Diverse, surprising, rigorous 5 
In recent issues of the London Review of Books you 
might have read Michael Byers on the Pinochet case, 
Alan Bennett on ‘What I did in iqg8’ and Edmund 
White on Andre Gide. Topics ranging from literature, 
politics and history to science and the arts are the 


FREEO 


regular fare. Opinion, wit and argument arc the 
order of the day. As the Observer put it. there will 
be brisk exchanges and ’there will be diverse, 
surprising, rigorous quarrels.’ 

Much less than the cost of a Sunday newspaper 
With the current offer the London Review of Books will 
cost you just £1.24 per fortnight. And, of course, you 
may cancel your subscription at any time. What else 
in this world costs so little yet provides you 
wirh so much intellectual substance. lasting value 
and sheer enjoyment? To start receiving your *i.\ 
free issues with absolutely nothing to lose fill in the 
form and send it to us now. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, The Independent. 1 Canada Square. London E14 5DL and include a daytime telephone number, fax to 0171 293 2056 
or e-mail to lettersueindependent.co.uk (e-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address). Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


Kosovo coverage 


Sir: The radically differing 
accounts given by Nato of the 
bombing of Albanian refugees 
on Wednesday raises more 
general concerns about the 
way events in Yugoslavia are 
being covered in the media. 

We were appalled by the 
lack of critical coverage of 
Nato's announcement on 8 
April that it would treat 
Yugoslav television and radio 
transmitters as “l eg i tima te 
targets” for bombing unless 
they broadcast Western 
reports on the war for up to six 
hours a day. We note that 
while Nato indicates that it 
has partially retracted this 
threat, some transmitters 
have been bombed. 

The idea that Nato should 
silence television and radio 
because it dislikes their 
coverage of the war violates 
the most basic principles of 
freedom of speech. If any 
foreign state used such crude 
threats to try to control the 
content of our own media, 
people in this country would 
be justifiably outraged. 

In conditions of war the 
public has the right to expect 
objectivity and independence 
from the media. Regrettably 
Nato seems to desire the 
precise opposite. 

In recent weeks we have 
been deeply disturbed by the 
pressure on the media to toe 
the Nato line and the 
repetition as feet of Nato 
press briefings which have 
frequently turned out to be 
incorrect The significant 
opposition to Nato bombing 
registered in opinion polls is 
not proportionately reflected 
in media coverage of the war. 
BARRY WHITE 
Campaignfar Press and 
Broadcasting F reedom 
JOHN FOSTER 
General Secretary 
National Union of Journalists 
JOHN PILGER 
TIMGOPSILL 
Press officer. NUJ 
BERNIE CORBETT 
NUJ 

GERMAINE GREER 
JEREMY HARDY 
JEREMY DEAR 
National organiser. NUJ 
Committee far Peace in the 
Balkans 
London SW2 


Sir We are told that “Truth is 
the first casualty of war." Will 
Nato be the second? 

Our moral leaders, 
engaged in a battle of “good 
against evil”, have no qualms 
about destroying the civilian 
infrastructure of an already 
impoverished, sanction- 
crippled country. They 
shamelessly by to cover their 
“accidents” by initially trying 
to convince us that the Serbs 
themselves bombed the 
Albanian refugee convoy 

The failure of the 
campaign they are waging is 
leading them to 
overcompensate in the only 
sphere in which they are dear 
winners, ie propaganda. 
JAMES ELLIS 
London N19 


Sir: Having been subjected for 
nearly 30 years to Communist 
propaganda in the former 
Czechoslovakia, which taught 
me never to believe anything 
until officially denied, I now 
find my intellect subjected 
to the same indignity by 
our democratically 
elected leaders. 

Tb be told of a military 
degradation Smashing up 
bridges, power stations, food 
processing factories) and an 
odd regrettable mistake 
(blowing up a passenger train 
and a convoy of refugees) and 
to be fed a daily diet of 
implausible reasoning by 
Nato representatives and our 
own government is truly 
nauseating. Goebbels would 
be proud of them all. 

Mrs HEDVIKA FRASER 
Lincoln 


of those killed by the police. 

Escaping to the UK is 
certainly not the end of their 
troubles, but they are initially 
grateful for any shelter and 
lifestyle. However, they are 
soon keen to achieve some 
sense of normality. This 
usually centres on a desire to 
get back to medicine, so 
regaining some of their 
identity through using their 
skills, earning their way and 
contributing fully to the 
society that has given them 
safe haven, and which needs 
extra doctors. 

However, there are red 
difficulties to be surmounted. 
They are required to sit 
examinations demonstrating 
their competence in English, 
their medical knowledge and 
their ability to apply these stalls 
in a way appropriate to the UK 
environment and culture. 

They do not dispute that 
this is reasonable. 
Unfortunately, they often have 
no money for expensive 
medical textbooks, are not 
allowed to use medical 
libraries and get no exposure 
to British medical practice. 
Work placements are 
extremely scarce. 

Professionals such as these 
need support through a short 
but crucial period of 
retraining for UK medicine. 
They are an asset to the UK - 
as many previous generations 
of refugee doctors have been - 
both to refugee communities 
and health services generally. 
Dr SHEILA CHEEROTH 
Queen Mary and Westfield 
College 
London El 


the introduction of elected 
mayors and cabinet systems 
within the councils - the 
Government's refusal to 
include PR as part of Its 
modernisation package raises 
questions about its 
commitment to reform. 

After the elections on 6 May 
we will continue to see some 
councils dominated by a 
single party in spite of 
considerable electoral 
support for opposition parties. 
With very little opposition to 
hold the running party to 
account, conditions are 
created in which it is easier 
forbad decisions to be taken. 

On 6 May we are also likely 
to see some turnouts of less 
than 20 per cent but, with an 
election system in which so 
many votes will be no more 
than futile gestures, a low 
turnout is only to be expected 

PR might not be the 
complete answer, but the 
introduction of a voting system 
such as STY which is broadly 
proportional and which offers 
more meaningful choices to 
voters, would go a long way 
towards making councillors 
more accountable and 
encouraging people to vote. 

Dr KEN RITCHIE 
Chief Executive 
Electoral Reform Society 
London SEl 


system for the European and 
Scottish Parliaments and the 
National Assembly for Wales, 
and when a referendum on 
voting reform forthe House of 
Commons is a government 
pledge, it is illogical to ignore 
PR for local government 
PAM GIDDY 
Director, Charter 88 
LondonNl 


Doctors, note! 


Sir Your article about the 
treatment meted out to 
Albanian doctors in Kosovo 
(“Albanian doctors singled out 
for Serbian brutality". 

13 April i is a common 
scenario in conflict situations. 

We have worked with 
Kurdish and Arab doctors 
from Iraq who had been 
instructed to punish so-called 
criminals by surgically 
removing their noses or ears. 
On refusing, they were thrown 
into jails where torture 
and summary execution were 
the norm. 

An Algerian doctor fled in 
fear for his life after refusing 
to falsify the death certificates 


Votes that count 


Sir: Hilary - Armstrong, the 
Minister for Local 
Government, is right 
(“Prescott and Blair clash on 
PR elections”. 15 April). 
Proportional representation 
is not the “secret answer" to 
problems in town halls - there 
is nothing “secret" about it 
If the minister intended to 
imply that PR was not a 
complete answer to town hall 
problems, then I could only 
agree. However, when it has 
so much more potential to 
overcome the problems of 
unaccountability than other 
proposed reforms - such as 


Sir The Government is 
rightly pursuing many 
measures to tackle the 
corruption and incompetence 
of a few local authorities but, 
by shelving the one measure 
that would open the decision- 
making process to the light of 
scrutiny, they are Tailing to 
tackle sleaze at source. 

Furthermore, by creating 
local authority cabinets and 
elected mayors, the 
Government is asking 
councillors to make their 
main role that of holding an 
executive to account. But with 
one in five authorities 
effectively one-party states, 
without PR and a strong 
official opposition in council 
chambers, scrutiny will be 
toothless. Open and 
accountable government 
needs debate to be aired in 
public, and not just within the 
ruling party'. 

At a time when we have 
elections under a proportional 


Sin Dr John Urquhart (letter, 
15 ApriD should know that the 
answers to Ms question as to 
who will pay forthe 
millennium burden on the 
NHS created by attempts to 
procure a birth in the new 
millennium are: 

(0 that doctors in 
particular; but also nursing 
staff to some degree, will be 
expected to work longer hours 
with shorter rest periods, with 
no compensation; 

(ID that the feet that the 
rest of the population will be 
either cavorting and 
celebrating or working for 
treble rates is of no relevance; 

(iff) that if there is an 
increase in medical accidents 
and delays in dealing with 
both emergencies and routine 
surgery it will be another 
example of felling 
standards in the NHS, 
which the taxpayer will find 
quite scandalous; 

(ivj that in no 
circumstances should the 
British taxpayer be expected 
to fork out the same share of 
national GDP which other 
developed nations spend on 
healthcare because we 
deserve the best in the world 
and what we pay now must be 
enough to get it, and anyway 
how could we afford two 
foreign holidays and three 
cars in the family if we had to 
pay more to those doctors who 
should be grateful that we 
have provided them with such 
wonderful jobs? 

A D HOADLEY 
Eastbourne, East Sussex 


IN BRIEF 


Big numbers 


Sin The telephone number 
changes to which Julie Friend 
refers (letter. 13 ApriD have 
not been entered into lightly. 
The changes came from the 
Government’s own regulator. 


Sir. I agree with Miles 
Kington ( 15 ApriD : the word 
“Asian” lumps together people 
from many diverse 
backgrounds and denies them 
their individuality. It is like 
calling a Fren chman “a 
European", which might be 
technically correct but is 
insensitive. I am an Indian 
and would like to be called just 

that though, since I come 
from Kenya, you could call me 
a n Ind ian from Kenya 
NITIN MEHTA 
Croydon, Surrey 


E.X.H.U.M.E.D: But what killed Tammy? 


Continued from page I 
Dilaudid, methadone and Versed. 
And extraordinary means were al- 
legedly devised to get them to 
Nashville in sufficient quantities. The 
suit says packages were often 
shipped by Dr Marsh from Pitts- 
burgh via the courier UPS. Geor- 
gette offers further detail. She says 
Richey would pay for plane seats for 
drug packages or charter jets to 
allow himself or a staff member to 
take personal delivery. Once, she 
says, Richey actually flew Concorde 
to Europe to pick up a shipment 
“Obviously there was something 
wrong here,” Georgette offers. “You 
don’t have to use much imagination 


to see that shopping for drugs in 
these quantities at the pharmacy 
down the road would have raised the 
red flag to the drug enforcement 
agencies,’* 

It will take Dr Levy, the axamin- 
en about six weeks to gather the re- 
sults from Wednesday’s 
extraordinary autopsy. They could 
help settle the dispute in two ways. 
They might show up unusual levels 
of drugs in wynette. They might also 
show whether or not large blood 
dots were present on her lungs. 

Georgette Smith has mixed 
hopes for the tests. “I would prefer 
it if the tests show that my mother 
died a natural death. If they show a 


huge blood dot on her lungs, then 
her death was supposed to be and 
it was her time and we can all move 
oil But I really don’t think that's 
what we’re going to find," she com- 
ments. 

Richey himself revealed that the 
autopsy had taken place, to a 
stunned Nashville press corps at a 
downtown hotel. He used the occa- 
sion to excoriate his step-daughters. 
“I'm saddened that, out of frustra- 
tion over finandal matters, her 
daughters have been willing to work 
so hard to discredit their mother.” 
he said Of the autopsy he said: “I 
know exactly what happened to 
IMnmy today, and I despise it" 




Tammy and George Richey 


Opinions about the quarrel at 
Legends' Corner were as divided as 
they are across the industiy. Peter 
Miles, a country performer in 
Nashville this month to produce a 
record for a friend was disgusted by 
the suil 

“A lot of us are saddened fay it, be- 
cause there is no reason for it 
Everyone paid their respects to 
Tammy when she died and every- 
body is distraught about this. They 
should let her rest with dignity." 

Another small-time performer 
who is well known in Nashville of- 
fered a different opinion, but on con- 
dition of anonymity. “I think Richey 
was addicted to the money that she 


was making him. And he thought 
that he could just keep her going 
with the drugs. Every time she had 
a crisis, he would shoot her up. This 
time he just gave her too much. In 
my mind that means he murdered 
her," he said quietly. 

Inside the Woodlawn Cemetery 
Mausoleum - a five-storey block that 
looks from the outside like an office 
building - there are no signs of the 
invasion that was made this week on 
the dead. The marble square in the 
wall that bears the name Tammy 
wynette is quite intact, with brass 
fasteners holding it in place. Beside 
it is a stand with a small book where 
fans can write their tributes. One, a 


Mindy from Nashville, visited on 
Wednesday morning, during the 
time when the crypt was actually 
empty. 

Attached to the marble itself are 
a few family mementoes, including 
a sentimental poem left by Geor- 
gette. It ends: “I love you Mom, Geor- 
gette. And there is a small birthday 
card too, attached with Scotch tape 
to mark 5 May last year, when 
Tammy Vfynette would have turned 
6. Inside is a handwritten message 
that reads; “Mom... We love and 
miss you, Richey and the kids." 
The sentiment of love is surety gen- 
uine. The suggestion of family to- 
getherness, sadly, fa misplaced. 
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OfteL rather than from BT 
They were brought about 
because six areas of the UK 
are running out of numbers. 

It is now the responsibility 
of the licensed operating 
companies to implement the 
technical changes necessary 
in their networks and to tell 
everyone about them. The 
phone companies are working 
together on communicating 
the code and number 
changes through the “Big 
N timh ar** campaign. 

Information on all aspects 
of the code and number 
changes for both consumers 
and business is available on 
The Big Number website 
(wwwj3umberchange.org) or 

fay calling the freephone 
helpline, 0808 22 4 2000. 
PETER CLARK 
Co-ordinator, National Code 
& Number Change 
The Big Number 
London WC2 
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Sir Mr Tom Newth of 
Christie’s (“Chip off the moon 
fetches £9,200’', 16 April) says 
we are not sure why most 
meteorite finds occur in 
Antarctica. He suggests that it 
is due to the Earth's magnetic 
field, butthe answer is more 
mundane. Rocks are not more 
likely to land in Antarctica 
than elsewhere, but are much 
more likely to be found if they 
do. Since much of Antarctica 
is featureless, glaciated and 
unchanged in thousands of 
years, a piece of strange rock 
is more likely to be spotted 
there than in most other 
pl aces on the planet 
ANTHONY POTTS 
London El 4 
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Lay off the BBC - 
it is doing its proper 
job in Belgrade 

GOTCHA! THE BBC’s John Simpson is a Serb agent. 
That is the silly allegation levelled by some Labour MPs 
in public, and some Government ministers and officials 
in private. They really should know better. Mr Simp- 
son may be guilty of many crimes, including the ludi- 
crous affectation of c allin g himself World Affairs Editor, 
but being an apologist for the odious Milosevic regime 
is not one of them. 

It is surprising that our new generation of rulers 
should fall into the same errors as their predecessors. 
As Tony Blair has often said, we should learn from his- 
tory. not be imprisoned by it. He was a young man of 
22 when Saigon fell to the Viet Cong. He knows about 
the role played by television in ending the Vietnam war. 
He knows how one powerful image, of the young girl 
covered in napalm running towards the camera, did 
more than almost anything else to undermine the 
American people’s support for the war. 

Mr Blair was a 29-year-old parliamentary candidate 
when Margaret Thatcher clashed with the BBC over 
its failure to act as the government's propaganda arm 
in the Falklands war. He knows how the BBC's 
international reputation was compromised during that 
war by the row about whether it should refer to the 
British forces as “our” troops. 

He ought to know, too, how the US military took pre- 
cisely the wrong lesson from the experience of Viet- 
nam, which was to try to restrict and control 
broadcasters’ access to war zones. That is what hap- 
pened in the Gulf war, it also marked a shift from a 
merely negative to a positive strategy for managing 
the media In the Gulf, the US realised the importance 
of supplying broadcasters with pictures, and began the 
practice, seen again this week, of supplying video 
footage of missiles hitting targets. This may have dis- 
tracted CNN and the BBC from dwelling too long on 
“collateral” damage to residential suburbs of Baghdad 
and Belgrade, but it can be counter-productive. For one 
thing, it has the effect of portraying war as a computer 
game, giving the impression that death and destruc- 
tion are being meted out at a distance, by remote 
control, in some dishonourable and callous way. And 
this week’s video of the Serb bridge being hit as a 
passenger train passed over it, intended to show how 
the pilot could not have seen the train in time, was run 
over and over again in slow motion, which gave quite 
the opposite impression. 

Indeed, in a modern war fought by a democracy or 
an alliance of democracies, it is now the case that any 
attempt to control or censor reporting is not just 
wrong, but pointless. If the cause is just, then the 
peoples of the 19 Nato countries will support the war 
whatever is truthfully reported from Kosovo - so long 
as there are not too many tragic accidents in which 
tractors are mistaken for tanks. 

There is a difference between understanding the 
power of images and seeking to control them. The point 
about the pictures relayed back to the United States 
from Vietnam is that they told the truth: that the war 
was wrong, could not be won, and was being fought by 
deliberately cruel and inhuman means. 

It is inevitable that in almost any war now there will 
be television pictures “from the other side”. Partly 


because the technology was not fully developed, and 
partly because of the logistics, the Falklands was the 
last really “closed” war in wliich the British govern- 
ment could completely control reporting. 

In 1991, Western viewers saw the bombs fall on Bagh- 
dad from civilian cameras on the ground as well as from 
military ones in the air Simpson got it in the neck from 
the Conservative government when he stayed in the 
Iraqi capital - famously observing a cruise missile go 
past his hotel window. But has the Labour Government 
learnt from this recent history, or been imprisoned by 
it? When it joined with the US in the most recent 
bombing of Iraq, just before Christmas, the Prime 
Minister’s press secretary, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Defence Secretary all complained to the BBC 
about its “bias”. 


Now they are at it again, with Ben Bradshaw the 
Labour MB who was 14 when the Vietnam war ended, 
leading the charge, complaining when Mr Simpson 
reported that Nato s bombing of Serbia had strength- 
ened Milosevic’s hold over his own people. “It is a 
Fascist state." Mr Bradshaw said. “He should con- 
stantly remind viewers of the restrictions that he is 
under in his broadcasts.” 

But it is true that the bombing has united the Serbs 
against Nato. It is quite right that the peoples of Nato 
countries should know that just as it is right that we 
should see the damage done and the mistakes that have 
been made. And the BBC has, in fact, been careful to 
explain the restrictions on reports from Belgrade- Thith 
need not be - and indeed cannot be - the first casualty 
of a modern, just war 


The Lords needs to 
face the electorate 

FOR WHOM does the House of Lords speak? This week 
the Upper Chamber voted once again against equal 
rights for gay men, delaying the clear will of the 
people’s elected representatives. 

There were two sources of authority claimed by peers 
for this act of democratic vandalism. One was opinion 
polls - that is, the popular will as conveyed by Gallup 
and Harris rather than by elections to the House of 
Commons. Now. elections are a gruesomely blunt 
instrument, but they are generally preferable to one 
person’s interpretation of a market researcher’s sur- 
vey. Opinion polls on this issue are. in any case, sens- 
itive to the wording of questions. If people are asked 
if they want the age for gay sex cut from 18 to 16. they 
say no; if they are asked whether gay people should be 
treated the same as heterosexuals, the}' say yes. 

The other source of authority claimed by the red- 
leather wreckers is simpler their own sense of right- 
ness - by reference to the Bible, universal morality or 
the history of England. But there are plenty who would 
argue that they are wrong - by reference to a similar 
and overlapping range of authorities. And so the ques- 
tion was essentially decided on the basis of who is a 
member of the House of Lords and who is not. 

So yesterday’s proposals from the Conservatives for 
reforming the Upper House do matter. In this case they 
matter to young gay men who have been needlessly 
criminalised by the power of the Lords to delay justice. 

The Prime Minister is right to argue that expelling 
the hereditary peers is a welcome first step, and that 
the case for it is overwhelming. It will remove, overnight 
a huge reactionary bias in the revising and delaying 
chamber. But the question remains: in whose name will 
the remaining non -heredi taries revise and delay? 

The answer should be clear “Ours, the people’s.” But 
there is an obvious problem with direct elections, in that 
the democratic mandate of the Commons would then 
conflict with that of the Lords, obtained under a different 
electoral system and, possibly, at a different time. For 
that reason. Lord Mackay of Clashfem, the Conserv- 
ative former Lord Chancellor appointed by William 
Hague to come up with a plan, proposes that “sena- 
tors” in a new Upper House be elected for 15-year non- 
renewable terms. Thus they would be democratically 
chosen but not democratically accountable. And it is 
true that there is a case for legislative scrutiny by people 
who are relatively immune to party whips and the short- 
term pressures of re-election. 

Lord Mackay should also be praised for his 
radicalism in seeking to expel all 26 bishops from Par- 
liament (Amen to that.) And for limiting prime minis- 
terial patronage to the minimum needed to guide Bills 
through the chamber. But he should have chucked out 
the Law Lords, too, and sent them to a reconstituted 
Supreme Court in one of the empty committee rooms 
upstairs. And he should not have hedged the possibility 
of a phalanx of “the great and good”, even if they are 
appointed by an independent body. If they are great and 
good enough, they can be appointed by the electorate. 

The other element for which a strong enough case 
has not yet been made is representation for the nations 
and regions of the United Kingdom, as in the US Sen- 
ate. This country is not going to have a real federal 
structure after devolution. But for the moment, Lord 
Mackay 's mostly elected blueprint is the best and 
most democratic of the realistic plans put forward. 


What Milosevic is doing is evil 
but it is no Final Solution 


THEY’VE ALL been at it these past few 
‘ weeks. From Washington to London 

to Belgrade, the ghost of the Austrian 
corporal has been summoned up and 
set to work. On Serbian television we 
‘J have been treated to the spectacle of 
. = r Blair and Clinton being compared to 
Hitler; our own media outlets, urged 
\ on by official sources, have been quick 

to compare Milosevic with the great 
■ . fascist monster. 

The word “genocide” has also been 
bandied about a great deal. On the 
streets of Athens, where I've spent the 
past few days, the freshty grayed graf- 
fiti feature a Nato symbol upon which 
a swastika has been superimposed. At 
political rallies you repeatedly hear the 
chant of “Clinton jnsdsti, Blair 
fascisti". This, mind you, in a city that 
would have bad a long-term future in 
the German Reich had it not been for 
the efforts of the same Allied forces 
that now form the backbone of Nato. 
The Greek Communists delight in 
comparing Blair and Clinton with the 
Ffcsdst dictators of the Thirties. There 
is, naturalty enough, no comparison 
made between Mtfosevic and great 
Communist monsters such as Stalin. 

But these are days when history is 
being twisted and abused. When the 
.... -refugees began to pour out of Kosovo 
... fortnight ago, British newspapers fell 

- ‘ >• over themselves to tefl us that this had 

"• “ .. . : “eerie echoes of the Second World 

- ■ ’. War”. What they meant was that the 

trains carrying people out of Kosovo 
‘ 1 ‘ into forced exile reminded journalists 

■ ofthe grim carriages of Auschwitz and 
’ : v.,- Dachau and Sobibor. The weary 

. i refugees were like those who dogged 

: •«> ■’$ the roads of central and Eastern 

’ •' c Europe when Nazi armies began their 

'] v • .. - . ' r advances in 1939. The subtext was 
^ ^ .. clear: Milosevic was a monster of the 




magnitude of Hitler. The refugees 
were being implicitly compared to the 
Jews in the Holocaust 

l can see how these terrible images 
might induce such thoughts. And I can 
also see why politicians on both sides 
of this conflict would seek to invoke the 
memory of the greatest evil of our 
century. There is no greater stig m a, 
no more useful propaganda tool, than 
to label your enemy as a modern-day 
Hitler But 1 think it is wrong and takes 
us into dangerous territory. 

What is happening now in Kosovo 
is undoubtedly evil. Nobody who has 
spent any time talking with refugees 
and hearing their stories over the past 
fortnight could avoid the conclusion 
that they are the victims of eriL I spent 
all day last Saturday sitting and taking 
detailed statements from people who 
had just been driven from their homes. 
They told a similar story of masked 
thugs and five-minute warnings to 
leave. Everything they owned had 
been stolen from them. There was 
evidence, too, of murder and rape. 

But the expulsion of the Albanians 
from Kosovo is not comparable to the 
Holocaust It is useful to remember the 
facts of the Holocaust: 6 million dead 
Jews; the attempt to wipe off the face 
of the Earth an entire race of people. 
A network of camps with gas cham- 
bers and crematoria whose sole 
purpose was the industrialised 
destruction of world Jewry. 

It was a singular event, the crime 
of crimes. It was a project spurred by 
racial hatred, and one to which all 
other war aims were considered sec- 
ondary. The Nazi leaders were true 
believers and did not allow any diplo- 
matic, much less humane, consider- 
ations to enter into the equation. 
Theydid not merely want the Jews out 



FERGAL KEANE 

Labelling the Serb leader 
as a modern-day Hitler 
is wrong and takes us 
into dangerous territory 


of Germany, they wanted them obliter- 
ated from history. The only remotely 
comparable event in recent history has 
been the Rwandan genocide. Then, 
nearly a million people were slaugh- 
tered in an attempt to destroy the Tulsi 
ethnic group. Again, the plan was for 
a systematic and methodical de- 
struction or an entire race. And. like 
the Holocaust, it very nearly worked. 

I was talking about this with a 
Jewish colleague who happened to be 
with me in Macedonia reporting on the 
refugee crisis. His own grandparents 
bad escaped out of Germany but 
numerous dose relatives were later 
murdered in the camps. Like me, he 
was horrified by the plight of the 
refugees but also uneasy - in fact 
rather angry - at the constant invok- 
ing of the Holocaust "They are two 
very different things. Both were wrong 
but both were very different If Milo- 
sevic were like Hitler he would want 
to kfll every single Albanian,” he said. 

My colleague pointed to the Nazis' 
expulsion of German Jews to Poland 


in 103S - before Lhe FinaJ Solution had 
been fully thought through - as a more 
apt comparison. I would suggest that 
Stalin's vast population-clearances in 
the Caucasus or his action against the 
Cossacks would be a more appropri- 
ate comparison 

For Milosevic, like Stalin, is a ruth- 
less and cunning tactician. He uses 
terror and state power precisely to 
further his power; he shares the 
niegaiomaniacai paranoia of the 
Soviet leader hut he has chosen - 1 use 

the word advisedly; there is nothing 

instinctual in his embrace of Serb 
patriotism - nationalism and net 
Communism as the vehicle by which 
he will retain power. Jn the way that 
the classical Leninist ideas of political 
organisation offered Stalin an alibi - 
if he needed one - to hold absolute 
power, then Serb chauvinism, 
motivated by fear and a sense of 
victim hood, has provided Milosevic 
with his means of survival. 

But 1 somehow doubt that Mr 
Milosevic cares one way or the other 
about the survival ofthe Albanian race. 
He first used the Kosovo Albanians as 
a Lactical weapon to create a political 
power-base built on Serb fear. Now he 
is driving them into exile to alter the 
balance of population inside Kosovo 
and to embarrass the Nato govern- 
ments Dial have launched military’ 
action against him. it is worth noting 
dial plans to drive the Albanians from 
Kosovo long pre-date Mr Milosevic. 
They were drawn up in earnest in the 
Thirties, but the outbreak of the Sec- 
ond World War and the coming to 
pow er of Tito forced the abandonment 
of those plans. There have certainly 
been acts of genocide inside Kosovo: 
people have been murdered solely 
because of their ethnic background. 


The removal and destruction of 
identity documents and the "cleans- 
ing" of people from their traditional 
lands involves a form of genocide. 

But there is no sign of a plan to wipe 
out the Kosovo Albanians as a people, 
no Final Solution to the Kosovo Al- 
banian problem. I don't doubt that such 
sentiments exist in the wilder heart of 
Serb nationalism, but Mr Milosevic is 
concerned primarily with his own 
power and not with a fanatical racial 
crusade of the kind that made Hitler 
such a singular figure of evil. 

What is happening in Kosovo is bad 
enough without having to resort to in- 
accurate and emotive historical com- 
parisons. Let the leaders of today be 
judged for the crimes of today by the 
standards of today By comparing the 
events of the past fortnight with Nazi 
Germany, we not only deny the awful 
singularity of the Holocaust but we re- 
duce ourselves to the realm of absurd 
comparison. That in a sense removes 
from Milosevic his personal respon- 
sibility for what is happening now. He 
becomes just another demon on to 
whose features we paint the little 
moustache and scrawl the swastika. 

It is bad history and it makes forbad 
politics. Let us analyse and describe 
Milosevic in the context in which he 
belongs: he is another dictator who will 
manipulate ethnic chauvinism and 
apply terror when he needs to. but he 
is certainly no Hitler. That of course, 
is not a statement of absolution; it does > 
not mitigate the evil that has been 
visited upon the Kosovo Albanians. It 
is merely a plea fora man to be judged 
for his own crimes and not those of 
another. 

The writer is a BBC special 
correspondent. 


Kosova children appeal 
to Independent readers 
w 


Thousands of Kosovar 
refugee children now 
face death from 
hunger, cold and 
disease. Most are in 
deep shock. Many 
ha\'e witnessed their 
parents and relatives 
killed in the awful 
atrocities from which 
they fled. Albania, the 
poorest country in 
Europe, cannot 
support this massive 
influx of refugees. 



Your action will save children who 
have lost everything 

The European Children’s Trust needs your swift response 
io expand our emergency centre in northern] Albania to help 
thousands of refugees. Our team has been working with 
displaced Kosovar famili es since this tragedy began. We are 
ready to provide food, medical aid and clothing to the confused 
and frightened children who arrive daily. 

These are children and families whose homes have been 
lost, perhaps forever. 

Special help is needed for the traumatised children who 
have witnessed terrible crimes, and must now start to live a 



(enclose O£30 rimy choice £ to save Kosovar 

children. ^Cheques to The European Children’s Trust please!. I 
Or debit my Access/Visa/CAF card: 

Card no Expiry date 


Signature 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms. 
Address 


Telephone no 

Please return 10 : Don Cicady. < 1 1 5 1 . Kosova 

Emergency Appeal, Hie European ChrUrrg's 

Tran. FREEPOST XE83S9. Me Qoeen Snort. 
Lamina, EC4B 4 AR . 

Or call 0800 056 3686 NOW. 
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All the News of the World 

Civilian casualties in the Balkans • General Pinochet • Miss Great Britain Universe • William Hague • The Rylstone WI calendar 
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GENERAL PINOCHET 


Opinions on the Home Secretaries decision to reaffirm 
the extradition to Spain of the former Chilean dictator 


ABC 

Spain 

Prospects have considerably im- 
proved for the former dictator to be 
extradited to Spain to be tried in our 
country for alleged crimes com- 
mitted after December 1988. The im- 
munity alleged by his defenders, 
based on the principle of territorial- 
ity of p enal laws, appears to be shat- 
tered into fragments. It now 
rem ains to be decided whether 
Pinochet will continue to enjoy his 
privileged liberty under surveil- 
lance or. as the prosecution wants, 
whether he is jailed for the duration 
of the legal proceedings. 


Evening 

Standard 

UK 

The Home Secretary has made the 
wrong decision, in allowing extra- 
dition proceedings to go ahead 
against former Chilean dictator 
General Augusto Pinochet. Pin- 
ochet is an evil old man who should 
never have been admitted to Britain. 
But successive governments having 
let him in not once, but repeatedly, 
it was outrageous to allow him to be- 
come the victim of extradition pro- 
ceedings by an ambitious Spanish 
magistrate with an eye for publicity. 
The general himself is an evil old 
man. Some of his British supporters 
and fund-raisers shame this coun- 
try by their scarcely-veiled fascist 
sympathies. But the general should 
have been sent home. Mr Straw has 
gratuitously embroiled us in a 
mare’s nest 


Diario 

Spain 


16 


AS WAS expected. Britain's Home 
Secretary did not let himself be pres- 
surised. Jack Straw decided to give 
the green light to the extradition of 
Augusto Pinochet to Spain for the 
crimes of torture and conspiracy to 
torture of which Judge Baltasar Gar- 
zon accuses him. Neither the pow- 
erful lobby led by Margaret 
Thatcher nor support from the 
Pope, the Dalai Lama or George 
Bush succeeded in bending the will 


of Mr Straw, who considered the 
crimes attributed to the bloody ex- 
dictator sufficiently grave to agree 
to Spain's demand. Farther, the 
minister challenged those who ar- 
gued that putting Pinochet on trial 
would endanger the democratisation 
process in Chile. 


The Daily 
Telegraph 

UK 

SO OPEN is the Home Secretary’s 
mind that he has evidently been able 
to put behind him his own past sup- 
port for the Allende regime. Mr 
Straw does not deign to notice that 
Chile under the Pinochet regime 
was a friendly country, and has 
hitherto remained so. His open 
mind is unprejudiced by the fact that 
Gen Pinochet was here on behalf of 
Chile at the time of his arrest and 
was treated as a guest by Mr 
Straw's Government 


El mundo 

Spain 

THE SIGNIFICANCE of Mr Straw's 
decision is that it closes a stage of 
pressures and political manipula- 
tions and puts the case in the strictly 
juridical sphere. There was even 
speculation that Straw would expel 
Pinochet to Chile for humanitarian 
reasons, because of his poor health. 
But images of the General with his 
friend Margaret Thatcher showed 
that he was far from death's door 
and could stand trial in a perfectly 
normal way. The British minister 
understood that 


THE MIRROR 
UK 

AUGUSTO PINOCHET was a vile 
butcher He tortured and murdered 
thousands of his own people in 
Chile. Now he is a step closer fac- 
ing trial for his horrendous crimes. 
Jack Straw was absolutely right to 
keep the -wheels of justice in motion. 
Not everyone is pleased with the de- 
cision, including his old chum Lady 
Thatcher. If she doesn’t like it then 
she’s welcome to join him when he's 
finally kicked out of Britain. 


Where does the blame lie? 


le Figaro 

France 

IT HAS become dear, with the fall of in- 
nocent civilians beneath bombs and the fail- 
ure of the strategy of surgical strikes, that 
the real war in Kosovo has only just 
begun. While waiting for political solutions, 
the West has no other choice but to main- 
tain its objectives and continue with its line 
of combat As the Provencal saying goes. 
“Once you've started to suffocate the cat 
you’ve got to finish the job." 


Borba 

Yugoslavia 

THE CRIMINAL bombing of the convoy of 
Kosmet Albanian children, women and 
elderly is another tragic confirmation of the 
fact that Nato-criminals are not protect- 
ing ethnic Alb anian s with the aggression 
on our country, but that they are trying to 
destroy and occupy Yugoslavia. Allegedly 
endangered rights of ethnic Albanians are 
only the smoke-screen for destroying and 
enslaving Yugoslavia, and ethnic Albanian 
terrorists only served them as a means to 
destabilise the country. Both innocent 
ethnic Albanians and terrorists, instead of 
potential Nato-vassals have become can- 
non fodder to Nato beasts. 


el Mundo 

Spain 

NATO IS genuinely confused and dis- 
oriented The political objectives of the mil- 
itary campaign are totally undear, ft has 
become obvious that Nato power brokers 
are not capable of predsety defining their 
objectives. It has also become obvious that 
the generals themselves are not able pre- 
cisely to hit targets in Yugoslavia - mostly 
civilians and civilian targets were the vic- 
tims of such a foggy strategy, whose pur- 
pose and end are not in sight Can anything 
be called victory when there is no defin- 
ition of victory in the case of Yugoslavia? 


Obshchaya Gazeta 

Russia 

IT IS obvious to any observer that Russia’s 
pacifist image is hypocritical and bogus - 



CIVILIAN CASUALTIES IN THE BALKANS 


International comment on Nato's mistaken bombing 
of a convoy of ethnic Albanian refugees 


only an extreme hypocrite could be indig- 
nant at the more or less accurate Nato air 
strikes, after we reduced Grozny to ruins. 
All we want is to be recognised as a 
"great power”. The problem is our foreign 
policy style, and the national character and 
world view behind it It is that of a former 
boss who has been sacked but cannot cope 
with his new, more modest role. 


Dallas morning news 

us 

NATO IS heartsick at even the possibility 
that its airplanes may have bombed de- 
fenceless civilians. Yet all wars are almost 
guaranteed to have so-called collateral 
damage against innocent people. No one 
should forget a basic point Milosevic is re- 
sponsible for displacing the refugees. If he 
were serious about avoiding such incidents, 
he would not have driven them from their 
homes. One can only hope that he has 
learned from the weeks of bombings. He 
should allow the Kosovars to make their 


way home peacefully. He has played cat and 
mouse with them long enough. 


New York post 

us 

IN THIS case it’s necessary to ask how the 
refugees came to be on the road in the first 
place. The answer is: Milosevic. He created 
this crisis. And the aerial assault - as prob- 
lematic as it may be strategically - is en- 
tirety his responsibility. The matter of 
Milosevic is not going to be resolved solely 
from the air. The sooner Clinton comes to 
terms with this, and begins to make ready 
the ground troops, the better. 


HONG KONG STANDARD 

China 

THE CONFLICTING news and views on who 
fired on a refugee convoy killing and 
wounded dozens is proof enough of what 
we said earlier. Whoever was responsible, 


those who suffer most are rivflians, the non- 
combatants trying to escape with their 
lives. It is well to remember that peace 

flphieqpd hy h umiliating m ride mig ht not 

bring the lasting peace desired. It would 
be better if any mediation to bring about 
a settlement is done through or with the 
help of the UN. Any violations then can be 
dealt with through the world body, giving 
it a desirable legitimacy. 


Dernieres NOUVELLES 
D'ALSACE 
France 

HOW CAN we approve bombardments 

kno wing that innocen t civilians will -puffer? 
But how can we accept what is unrolling 
in front of our eyes: massacres and mass 
deportations that recall the darkest hours 
of the Second World War? Destroying the 
Serbs’ repressive machine is the priority. 
Sooner or later a new Congress of Berlin 
will have to redraw the Balkans, without 
Belgrade's advice. 
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MISS GREAT BRITAIN UNIVERSE 


Views on the decision to dethrone Nicki Lane, Miss GB '99, 
following the discovery that she is a single mother 


The Guardian 

ITS RUM how beauty queen 
contests for the past 30 years 
have developed the habit of 
bursting out of their infuriat- 
ingly gripping terrain to make 
us confront how utterly con- 
fused we are about changing so- 
cial values. Was Nicki Lane's 
crime dissembling? Or the fact 
that, like almost a third of 
women having babies today, 
she had given birth out of wed- 
lock? Her crowning achieve- 
ment may yet rest not on the 
length of her leg and the size of 
her chest - but in showing just 
how for a teenage mother can 
come. (Yvonne Roberts > 


THE SPECTATOR 

APPARENTLY. WERE Nicki 
Lane's child the product of a 
legal marriage, the outcome 
would have been the same. 
This suggests that the organ- 
isers of beauty contests idealise 
not only the single state for 
women but also that of celibacy. 



There is not such a world of 
difference, then, between beau- 
ty contestants and the Vestal 
Virgins of Ancient Rome. These 
women, who lived indepen- 
dently of men, enjoyed great 
respect, more so than wives. 
This is the answer for beauty 
contest organisers who find 
their occupation condemned 
hy political correctness and 
feminism. 


Daily Record 

WHEN IT comes to being Miss 
Great Britain '99. the accent is 


still on the MISS. The pretence 
is that beauties are single and, 
ec virgin queens. As Miss GB 
learned, single mums defin- 
itely need not apply. Now, if I 
were a cynical type. I would say 
that a lone mother who had an 
underage baby and is making 
her way in the world on her 
looks is fairiy representative of 
Miss GB '99. The national di- 
rector claims the rules ban- 
ning mothers and wives made 
40 years ago “still have rele- 
vance today". Imposing such a 
pseudo-moral rule on a crass- 
ly commercial cattle-show qual- 
ifies him as Mr Hypocrite '99. 
(Tbm Brown) 


The Express 

THE OLD moral dilemmas of 
what is right or what is wrong 
are irrelevant in a society in a 
state of constant flux. What 
matters for everyone is finding 
a way that works. Nicki Lane's 
life did just that She should be 
encouraged to get on with it. 
(Laura Kibbyi 


WILLIAM HAGUE 


The British press considers the Tory Party ami 
Wtlliam Hague in the light of his re-launch 


The Mirror 

WILLIAM HAGUE re-launched 
his political career yesterday - 
but bizarrety barred most of the 
media from covering the event. 
If this was an attempt to avoid 
difficult questions from The 
Mirror or anyone else, he was 
disappointed. A pupil at the 
school he covertly visited asked 
him if the Tories were respon- 
sible for destroying British in- 
dustry. Give that boy a gold star 


The Daily 
telegraph 

IN OPPOSITION, a party must 
“mate the weather". It must, as 
Hague would put it. set people 
talking around the kitchen 
table. But voters are not sadly, 
talking much about the Con- 
servative Party or its leader. 
They might, if either were pre- 
pared to mate some pledges, 
coherently assail the Govern- 
ment's mistakes and even take 
a few risks. After alL they hare 
precious little left to lose. 


Daily Mail 

EVIDENTLY HIS advisers think 
the greatest service Hague can 
do for the Tories is to stay 
away from the cameras. They 
seem to have come to the con- 
clusion that the merest glimpse 
of him is enough to send voters 
scurrying to new Labour. 
Deeply unfair of course. Hague 
is an excellent Parliamentary 
performer and quite capable of 
leaving Blair looking flat footed. 
He would do better if he placed 
more trust in his own no- 
nonsense instincts. And less on 
his hapless advisers. 


The Guardian 

MR HAGUE is the modem Sisy- 
phus, condemned to push a 
stone uphill in the knowledge 
that... it will soon come rolling 
back. . . When Sisyphus went to 
work, that was the only possible 
outcome. It wasn't his fault any 
more than the desperate state 
of the Tbry Party’ today is the 
fault of William Hague! 


THE RYLSTONE WI CALENDAR 


Tabloid opinion on Rylstone Women's Institute's 
decision to strip off for their year 2000 calendar 


The Express 

FROM SOMEONE who still 
looks round first before sun- 
bathing topless. I've got to hand 
it to the ladies of the Rylstone 
WI in North Yorkshire for pos- 
ing naked among the potted 
plants and pickles for a fund- 
raising calendar. 

They’ve certainly showed a 
lot of bottle or should that be 
bottled fruits? AH shapes and 
sizes and aged between micUOs 
and early 60s, the women got 
the idea when the photos they 
submitted were constantly 
turned down for the official 
Women’s Institute calendar, 
which I gather still concen- 
trates on what makes a good 
piccalilli rather than a good 
Pirelli. iChrista Ackrcryd) 


The Mirror 

APPARENTLY. “LOTS of red 
wine" helped the middle-aged 
members of Rylstone and Dis- 
trict Women's Institute to get 
their kit off for a charity calen- 


dar. Is that all? The WI mem- 
bers I knew would have need- 
ed class A drugs to persuade 
them to part with their knick- 
ers. Still, you’ve got to hand it 
to these Yorkshire ladies. 
They’re certainty taken the te- 
dium out of tapestry fandl the 
fustiness out of flower arrang- 
ing and. I'm sure, Miss March 
will be raising much more than 
dough with her baking pic- 
tures. (Sue Carroll* 


Daily Mail 

THE WOMEN in this WI calen- 
dar won't give Cindy Crawford 
any night sweats, but looking at 
these photographs, you have to 
admire their nerve, obvious 
sense of humour and refusal to 
be ashamed of their bodies. The 
Rylstone WI ladies might have 
started a new trend: the 
“barefaced chic” look. Women 
everywhere will get together, 
think of a charity they want to 
support, get out the camera and 
whip off their clothes. < Cindy 
Blake > 


THE VIEWS OF THE WORLD 



Der Standard 
Ausrritf 





Verdens Gang 
Norway 

WORLD TRADE 


Straits times 
Singapore 


THE ECONOMIST 
Bngland 



La Nacion 
Casio Rica 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Stories from around the world 


Daily 

Californian 

PROTESTERS MARCHED 
across the UC Berkeley cam- 
pus for the second day yester- 
day, in their efforts to bolster 
the ethnic studies program. 

Clapping and chanting. 
“Ethnic Studies under attack. 
What do we do? Act up. fight 
back.” the 200 demonstrators 
demanded more funding. 

Protesters were informed 
that the dean was out to lunch 
and would not return and, as a 
result began to chant “We’ll be 
back". 

To ensure that the faculty 
members in the building knew 
that they would indeed be back, 
the protesters walked on every 
floor of the building up to the 
sixth floor, chanting phrases 


like, “Hey hey. bo ho. this racist 
bullshit's got to go". 


Shetland News 

THIS YEAR'S Up-HeUy-Aa fire 
festival got under way early on 
Tuesday when Sigurd Hlodvis- 
son, alias Guizer Jarl Davie 
Mathewson, and his 57-strong 
squad of fearsome vikings took 
to the streets of Lerwick. Jari’s 
squad got prepared for the cli- 
max of Britain’s largest re- 
maining fire festival: the 
procession and the burning of 
the galley. In the 19th century, 
Lerwick’s winter festival was 
often riotous. Special consta- 
bles were called as folk were 
dragging a blazing tar barrel 
through the streets. Today's fes- 
tival is much better behaved. 


RESEARCH BY SALLY CHATTERTON 


Quotes of 
the Week 



“Contrary to what 
boys think, girls are 
not always talking 
about sex. In fact, 
most of my girlfriends 
prefer to talk about 
gardening.” 

Charlie Dimmock, 
gardening 
programme 
presenter 

“No longer will 
vegans have to 
suppress their 
natural instinct to 
make love not war." 
Richard FairhaU of 
the Vegan Society on 
the new animal- 
cruelty-free condom 

“Never go to bed with 
anyone crazier than 
yourself.” 

Kris Kristofferson , 
actor 

“Now is the time for a 
Bold Blair not a 
Tinkering Tony” 

The Duke of 
Buccleuch 

"In Yugoslavia, the 
Albanians shouldn’t 
fear anyone, 
especially not the 
Serbs.” 

Slobodan 
Milosevic's wife, 
Mirjana Markovna 

“I’ve never really 
thought of myself as 
an actress." 

Elizabeth Taylor, on 
receiving her BAFTA 
award 
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Will Romano Prodi's image as a kindly professor still disarm his enemies when he is President? 


UPPA 


How I gave counsel to a double-glazing tycoon 


SEVEN NIGHTS at a five-star hotel 
of your choice, anywhere in Europe 
and for £35 including flight, said the 
young man from Manchester. I 
turned down the potatoes (I was 
making supper when the phone 
rang) and sat down. “Sorry. I don't 
quite understand," I said. ‘ Who are 
you and how did you get ray num- 
ber?" The young man said vaguely 
that he had been given it by a friend 
of a friend and that he worked for 
a large travel promotion organis- 
ation which got paid for sending 
people on holiday "Puli the other 
one,” I said. It had been a long day. 
“What’s the catch? What are you 
really trying to sell me - double- 
glazing. a new kitchen, a year’s 
supply of washing?" 

The young man from Manches- 
ter, whose name was Harvey, 
sounded hurt. There was no catch. 


His company would be paid £1.500, 
the value of the holiday, if I derided 
to go to this five-slar hotel any- 
where in Europe, because of the 
possibility of repeat business. “Ah. 
now I get it,” I said, “i have to book 
a second holiday for 1,500 quid in 
order to get the first one for 35." 

"No, no, you don’t understand," 
said Harvey. “I said there was no 
catch. Markyou, I do admit that 90 
per cent of the people who take up 
our exciting offer enjoy themselves 
so much they book again. But the 
remaining io per cent - we call 
them ‘goats’ in the business - are 
under no obligation whatsoever.” 

“So I'm a goat, am I, Harvey?" 
I said tartly. "A goat? A what? No, 
no. I didn't say 'goat*. I said ‘ghost’." 
explained Harvey. “Sorry, Tm eat- 
ing a toffee." 

In the end I became quite fond 


SUE ARNOLD 

It was my toughest 
assignment ever - three 
days experiencing the 
sufferings of the rich 


of Harvey, We bonded. When I told 
him that I wouldn't mind a holiday, 
as a matter of fact, but the only 
place 1 wanted to go to was Ja- 


maica, he said no prob. He could do 
Jamaica. He'd have to charge me 
£68 all in but on the other hand his 
company would be paid £3.000 if I 
went on a long-haul. “As a matter 
of interest, may I be so bold as to 
enquire why you harbour a pref- 
erence for that particular Carib- 
bean destination?" asked Haney. 
WiLhout the toffee he was a well- 
spoken lad. 

Well Harvey, I began, it’s a long 
story but I’ll try’ to keep it brief. Last 
summer I was sent on one of my 
toughest assignments ever - the 
opening of a new luxury resort hotel 
in the Bahamas, where for three 
dqys in Nassau I experienced first- 
hand the sufferings of the seriously 
rich in the shape of one particular 
guest, a Mr Mikey Windows, 
double-glazing tycoon from New 
Jersey. Mr Windows, like many of 


the other guests, wore a slender 
chain round his neck from which 
hung a tiny pair of golden sandals. 
The hotel was part of the Sandals 
chain. The necklace confirmed 
that the wearer had had at least 10 
holidays at a Sandals resort. 

Mr Windows and I met on the 
terrace of one of the hotel's nine 
restaurants, where he was gloomily 
demolishing his third lobster. 
“Here’s my problem, see. We got 
this six-year-old kid. Sandals don't 
take kids, just couples. So Ramona, 
my wife, says. -OK. we’ll go some 
place else’. But like 1 don’t wanna 
go no place else. I dig Sandals. So 
we come to Sandals and the kid 
goes to camp but, like, she misses 
her parents. I guess it’s natural 
Then someone says, hey Mikey. 
Sandals gotta family hotel called 
Beaches. Take Ramona and the 


kids there. But I don’t wanna spend 
a week surrounded by other 
people's kids. It’s a problem” 

To console himself he ordered 
another lobster, and 1 mused fleet- 
ing on what you would get to wear 
round your neck if you had had 10 
Beaches holidays "1 suppose the 
answer would be to find adjacent 
hotels where you and your wife 
could stay in the couples only, and 
your child and a minder could stay 
in the other, with everyone meet- 
ing by mutual agreement and on 
mutual territory," I suggested, rel- 
ishing my unlikely role as a mil- 
lionaire’s counsellor. “I like iL It's 
neat OK. you got the job." said Mr 
Windows. What job? Why. the New- 
Jersey Double-Glazing Tycoon’s 
Kid’s Minder job, silly. 

There are, I am reliably in- 
formed. Sandals and Beaches prac- 


tically next to each other in Jam- 
aica. I am sure they are terrific but 
being cautious I prefer to test the 
water before taking the plunge. “1 
see where you are coming from,” 
said Harvey. “Tell you what. Til give 
you your membership number, 
you'll be sent the information pack 
tomorrow and the presentation is 
in Watford next week. Or would you 
prefer Reigate?" 

Membership? Presentation? 
Reigate? What on earth was he 
talking about “Time-share, that's 
what," said my husband drily. “I bet 
you anything. It’s a hard sell to get 
you to buy a week in November in 
some God-forsaken Portuguese 
new town over the next 20 years." 
“Not if I don’t want to. I can just take 
the holiday, remember. I'm a goat 
Sony, I mean a ghost" “We’ll see," 
said my husband. Watch this space. 


The Saturday Profile 

Romano Prodi, President Elect of the European Commission 

A gentleman 
among thieves 


Qi 


OTE> 01 
M h WEEK 


ROMANO PRODI, the man charged with the 
delicate task of rescuing the European 
Commission from ignominy and corrup- 
tion, did two unusual things this week. Both 
were meant as harbingers of bettec fresher 
things to come, for Europe and its 
leadership. Neither however; quite worked 
outas the next president of the European 
Commission might have hoped. The first 
was Monday’s visit by Mr Prodi to his friend 

« ny Blair in London. Iftie to the down- 
home style already familiar to the 
electorate in his native Italy Mr Prodi chose 
to turn his back on the executive jets and' 
limousines associated with high office 
and opted instead for a commercial airline 
and the Gatwick Express. 

The gesture was well taken, except that 
Mr Prodi inadvertency failed to obtain a 
valid ticket for the train journey and ended 
up paying a fine. And when his taxi from 
Victoria Station drew up outside the gates 
to Downing Street, he couldn’t persuade 
the security guards to let the car through 
and he was forced to make the last short 
stretch of his journey on foot 
The second unusual thing was Mr 
Prodi’s declared intention to run fora seat 
in the European parliament in this June's 
elections. True, he acknowledged, no 
previous Commission president had 
aspired to elective office before. On the 
other hand, nothing in the Commission's 
rule-book forbade him from standing and, 
besides, it would be a fine symbol of his 
intention to make Europe’s institutions 
more democratic. 

Once again, the gesture proved grander 
than the practicalities. After listening to the 
advice of both Mr Blair and the German 
^ ; ^Chancellor; Gerhard Schrtden Mr Prodi 
prompt^ changed his mind and announced 
in a speech before the European parlia- 
ment on Tuesday that be wouldn't be 
standing after afi. 

Depending on your point of view, such 
episodes either underline Mr Prodi’s 
unpretentious, endlessly accommodating 
nature, or else they show up him up as a 
rather bumbling political operator; more in 
love with generating ideas than able to put 
them effectively into practice. 

As be prepares to move into the 
European hot seat for the next five years, 
it is the extent of his political skills that 
remains most open to question. Nobody 
doubts his professional capacities, since he 
has long been regarded as one of Italy’s 
foremost economic thinkers, or the appeal 
of his avuncular personality. Even in the 
snake-pit of Roman politics, Mr Prodi was 
^always considered by the bitterest of his 
■ -rivals to be the perfect gentleman. 

As a politician, though, he is still some- 
thing of a tyro. Throughout his two years 
and five months as Italy's prime minister, 
friends and rivals alike expected him to fell 
victim to the Byzantine swirls of his 
country’s political intrigues at any minute, 
and ascribed his resilience as much to luck 
as to true tactical acuteness. 

If he pulled off the genuinety impressive 


feat of qualifying Italy for the single 
European currency against the odds- his 
single greatest claim to the Brussels job, 
and to posterity - it was certainly not 
without heart-stopping moments when 
the whole project was teetering on the 
verge of collapse. One Italian deputy com- 
pared him to Moses. destined to perish be- 
fore he could even reach the promised land. 

Mr Prodi makes no secret that the back- 
room conniving and soundbite culture of 
modem politics do not come easily to him. 
Tkue. he likes to play on the feet that he is 
a relative newcomer to politics - he only 
stepped into the arena four years ago after 
a long career in academia and public-sector 
management - and deliberately plays up 
his image as a kindly professor with a 
hearty laugh and a fondness for mountain- 
biking, to disarm his enemies. But some- 


Life story 


Origins: Bom 9 August 1939. in 
Scandiano, a village in Reggio 
Emilia province near Bologna 
Family: Prodi is the eighth of nine 
children 

Careen professor of economics at 
Bologna University; founder of the 
Nomisma economic research 
institute; minister of industry 
1978-79: head of IRI. Italy's state 
holding company. 1981-89 and 
again 1991-92; Italian prime 
minister and leader of the Olive 
Tree centre-left coalition 1996-98 
Likes: Bolognese food, mountain- 
biking. public transport 
Dislikes: Television interviews. 
Massimo D'Alema (his successor as 
prime minister) 

Appropriate symbol: The donkey, 
representing his new movement, / 
Democratici. it looks amiable 
enough, but it also has a sharp kick 
He says: "The point is to be 
simple, not stupid." 

Critics say: “Mortadella with a 
human face" (the Italian columnist 
Giuliano Ferrara, mocking Prodi’s 
amiable good nature as well as his 
chubby physique) 


times (he gaffes have been for real, and the 
jury is still out on whether he has learnt 
to play the system and win, or whether he 
has simply dung on by the seat of his pants. 

As with the man, so too with his new job. 
Mr Prodi is the first to admit that the 
European Union suffers from a similar 
imbalance to that of his own. It is, as the 
cliche goes, an economic giant and a polit- 
ical dwarf; a situation that Mr Prodi is now 
determined to correct, particuiarfy with the 
security of the continent sorely challenged 
by the Kosovo crisis and the spectre of con- 
tinuing unrest in the Balkans as a whole. 

Mr Prod's plans are nothing if not 


ambitious. In his speech to the European 
parliament he vowed to make enlargement 
of the EU a reality: along with developing 
a common defence and security policy He 
would like to see a stronger European ex- 
ecutive, with new powers enabling the pres- 
ident to appoint or dismiss his 
commissioners, but also a more account- 
able one. with a better system of checks 
and balances between the commission, the 
European parliament and national leg- 
islative bodies. 

In some respects he has centralising in- 
stincts - he would like better to co-ordinate 
tax policy across the Union, and also 
implement welfare reforms to make the 
European labour market more competitive. 
But he also believes in devolving decisions 
to local level, turning “subsidiarity" into a 
political reality rather than an excuse for 
individual countries to defend their 
parochial interests. In short - and this has 
already got him into trouble with the Tory 
press in this country - he believes in a 
Europe in which the concept of the nation 
state will slowly dissolve in favour of a 
common Continental vision invigorated by 
a strong sense of regional diversity. 

The very feet that an Italian is in a 
position to lay out this sort of blueprint for 
the future - let alone come to the rescue 
of a Commission bogged down by cronyism 
and rudderless leadership - is remarkable 
in itseff Not so long ago, Italy was being 
written off as the ElTs joke country, with 
runaway public finances, a chronically 
unstable political system mired deep in 
corruption, a sclerotic public administra- 
tion and a baronial system of economic and 
financial power that had barely advanced 
beyond the Middle Ages. 

Having made considerable headway in 
improving that image, how qualified is Mr 
Prodi to deliver on his package for Europe? 
Philosophically, be is certainly the right 
man, a liberal Christian Democrat who 
wears his religion as a badge of commit- 
ment to social causes, not of am evangel- 
ical mission. He is both sufficiently 
left-leaning to fit into Europe's current 
political mood, and cautious enough to 
reassure bankers, investment gurus and 
policy analysts. His experience also stands 
him in good stead: an international econ- 
omist with stints at both Harvard and the 
LSE to his name, he has made influential 
friends across the wort d through Nomisma, 
his Bologna-based economic research 
consultancy. He has wide experience of 
both small businesses and giant state 
holdings - the latter thanks to his long stint 
at the head of Italy’s nationalised industries 
in the Eighties and early Nineties. 

Fbr years, his great talent was avoiding 
Italian political intrigue and the corruption 
that came with \L That was what made Mr 
Prodi seem such a providential figure 
when, in the chaotic aftermath of Lhe 
collapse of Italy's venal old order in 1992. 
a realigned centre left turned to him to lead 
them to victory over the conservative 
media mogul Silvio Berlusconi. In 


accepting the challenge, Mr Prodi delib- 
erately eschewed Mr Berlusconi's slick 
television manner and took his .message 
direct to the people on a battered second- 
hand tourist bus. His owlish manner and 
his soft murmuring delivery did not make 
him the most charismatic of figures, but 
his sincerity and obvious intelligence 
struck a chord. “A terrible candidate who 
promises to be a good leader." was how one 
newspaper columnist characterised him at 
the time of the April ] 996 elections, and the 
country clearly agreed. 

From the moment his Olive Tree 
coalition won power, however, he was 
beset by enemies on ail fronts. His parlia- 
mentary majority depended on the votes 
of the small far-left party’ Rifondazione 
Comuriista. which threatened on numer- 
ous occasions to bring him down for the 
sake of radical-chic political correctness 
and stalled virtually every attempt at 
legislative reform. In Europe, meanwhile, 
he had to face the hostility of Germany's 
then finance minister. Theo Waigel, who 
was dead set against Italian participation 
in the euro for fear that the whole project 
would be destabilised from the beginning. 

In his first few months in office. Mr Prodi 
hoped to be able to delay Italian entry into 
the single currency by a year or two. It was 


only when he realised that Spain was 
gunning for immediate admittance that he 
changed bis mind, tearing up his 1997 
budget plan overnight and starting again 
with a for tougher one that was to make 
the crucial difference. 

Mr Prodi's European partners began io 
sit up and take notice, and they were forced 
to applaud again a few months later when 
Italy, rebuffed by Nato and the UN, led an 
ad hoc international peacekeeping force 
into Albania and restored both democratic 
government and a modicum of stability 
after a massive financial scam and a 
violent anti-government uprising bad 
threatened terminal chaos. 

In other areas, however, Mr Prodi was 
far less successful. He and his parlia- 
mentary peers foiled to stabilise Italy's 
revolving-door political system, foiled to 
defuse the politically explosive issue of 
broadcasting rights and foiled to modernise 
key state-owned industries, including 
Telecom Italia, before selling them off 

The longer his government persisted, 
the stronger the pressures on him grew 
and the less he managed to get done. 
Rifondazione Comunista tried to bring him 
down at least once a year, his coalition 
partners were forever threatening to aban- 
don him and his chief sponsor; the main left- 


wing party leader Massimo D'Alema, eyed 
his job with increasing envy. 

It was Mr D'Alema who quietly 
orchestrated Mr Prodi’s downfall last 
autumn, encouraging Rifondazione to 
torpedo his 1999 budget and so forcing his 
resignation. Mr Prodi did not help himself 
by calling a confidence vote be thought be 
could win but did not -a questionable piece 
of political judgement compounded by his 
decision to try to wreak revenge on Mr 
D'Alema by stealing a handful of moderate 
deputies from the governing coalition and 
setting up a new party called I Democratic!. 

Mr Prodi's appointment to the European 
Commission is, in part a brilliant ruse by 
Mr D’Alema to kick him off the domestic 
political scene. Mr Prodi’s hesitation 
whether or not to run in the European 
elections is, in part a response to that 

Temperamentally, he is clearly better 
suited to the challenges of defining 
Europe's future and managing the com- 
plexities of monetary union than to floun- 
dering in the political quagmires back at 
home, Time will tell whether his Italian 
experiences have made him a tougher 
political operator, or whether his achieve- 
ments will once again fell somewhat short 
of his considerable aspirations. 

Andrew G umbel 
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“JACK HAWKINS’S trembling stiff 
upper lip - a grotesque struggle 
between emotionalism and rigor 
mortis - is redolent of those British 
war films of the Fifties,” writes 
David Thomson in A Biographical 
Dictionary of Film. Hawkins and the 
war cinema of the Fifties did indeed 
^give the stiff upper lip and British 
' phlegm a bad name. Should they 
wish to glean a more poetic under- 
standing of the British in the Fbrties. 
however, .historians -of 50 years 
hence would be better employed vis- 
iting the movies of Michael PowelL 
PowelL with his writing partner; 
the Hungarian, emigre Emeric 
Pressburger came into his own 
during the Second Vlforid ’War - and 
his 49ft Parallel (German U-boat 
crew are sunk off the coast of 




Canada and try to make their escape 
across land to the neutral US) was 
a subtle, intelligent piece of propa- 
ganda. It was also a template for 
Powell's concept of Anglo-Saxon 
attitudes, making clear why Britain 
was standing alone. 

Certainly Ptowell’s Englishness 
was more romantic, pastoral and 
witty than that of any other film- 
maker Whether it was shared by the 
population at large is debatable. 
However; in his bones he understood 
the mystical and superstitious 
undercurrents erf this island race and 
found a steady source of inspiration 
in our history and landscape. 

Brought up in the Kentish 
countryside, he had a lyrical rapport 
with what the French call “patro- 
nomie”. Whether it be the islands of 


IL 


accidental Heroes of the 

20th CENTURY 


36: Michael Powell, Film Director 


Scotland U Knoto Where Tm Gomg\ 
Shropshire (Gone to Earth) or Kent 
04 Canterbury Ttile), Powell’s 
regional depictions rang true. He 
was the truest poet of a sort of Eng- 
lishness - what David Thomson 
calls “High Tbiy" Englishness - 
that the cinema has yet produced 
Even the most minor of his char- 
acters is alive with wit and person- 
ality. Powell the artist gloried in 
human idiosyncrasies - and his 


enemies were the boorishly rich 
(Wendy Hiller's fiance in / Know 
Where I 'm Goirtqi. the bigoted f Eric 
Portman's Nazi U-boat captain in 
49th Parallel > and the officious 'the 
justice of the peace in A Canterbury 
Tale i - but never one-dimensional. 
.Anton Wal brook's C nlonel Blimp - 
supposedly a study in anachronistic 
martial attitudes - was probably 
more sympathetic and colourful 
than Powell intended. 


It all ended very suddenly; of 
course, with the embarrassed 
finality of someone vomiting over his 
mother-in-law. Powell and Press- 
burger. who had forged an unparal- 
leled freedom of expression with 
their production company The 
-Archers, simply went too far. 
according to their critics. 

Peeping Trim, made in 19S0, was 
in a its way a cinematic landmark of 
the magnitude of Hitchcock's 
Psycfio nr Tube Hooper's Texas 
Chavisaw Massacre. But this dark. 
s!v comment on the nature of 
voyeurism was loo far ahead of its 
time for most people, and Powell was 
cast into a wilderness (well, Aus- 
tralia i. His art lived on. however and 
in the strangest of places. 

Take the Brooklyn of the Fifties. 


for example, where a frail bored 
child by the name of Martin Scors- 
ese was killing time watching old 
movies on afternoon television. The 
young Scorsese fed on Powell's col- 
ourful anti-realist imagination - a 
debt he repaid later when adopting 
the now largely forgotten film- 
maker According to David Thomson, 
Powell became a ‘Treasured Merlin 
in the court of Scorsese”. 

“I do not invoke the figure of Mer- 
lin lightly," wrote Thomson. “Pow- 
ell was English but Celtic, sublime 
yet devious, magical in the resolute 
certainty that imagination rules.” 

Powell also married Scorsese's 
long-term editor, Thelma Schoon- 
maker creating a marital as well as 
artistic link that led from Peeping 
Tom to Taxi Driver. 
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Witness 

THE TRICENTENNIAL OF THE SIKH RELIGION 

And a very happy 
Vaisakhi to you! 


THERE HAVE been two television 
documentaries, a radio documentary 
and a gaggle of Thoughtfbr the Days 
to mark; the event. There is an 
exhibition of Sikh art at the V&A. 
Next week will see a huge Sikh 
celebration at the Albert Hall, to be 
attended by the Prince of Wales, 
Jack Straw and William Hague. All 
of a sudden, Sikhs are four-square 
on the British map. 

The occasion for this week’s 
outpouring of Sikhness is the 3Q0th 
anniversary of Khalsa -in effect, the 
founding of an organised Sikh 
religion. On Vaisakhi (New Year), 13 
April 1699, the 10th and last of a 
series of gurus, Gobind Singh, 
baptised Sikhs into a new fraternity, 
the Khalsa - the Pure. 

In SouthaU, west London, the 
Sikh capital of Britain, the celebra- 
tory bunting is out. Tens of thou- 
sands marched in a Vaisakhi 
procession last weekend, and there 
will be another march tomorrow. 
Even the graffitists are jo ining in 
The walls in Southall declare: 
“Happy Vaisakhi!", and posters 
advertise a forthcoming Vaisakhi 
Nile. In the Glassy Junction pub, 
near the biggest gurdwara. or tem- 
ple. in Southall, the barman is wear- 
ing a 300th Khalsa anniversary shirt 
It is logical that this anniversary 
- “a Sikh millennium'', as one 
worshipper describes it - should be 
a major event for the Sikhs. But the 
British interest in such anniver- 
saries is something new. As the2lst 
century approaches, different 
religious traditions are be ginning to 
be seen as part of the patchwork of 
modem Britain itselL 
Thirty years ago, when Enoch 
Powell was in his growling heyday. 


things looked very different In 1969, 
Sikhs celebrated the 500th anniver- 
sary of the birth of Guru Nanak- the 
first of the 10 great gurus and the 
founder of the Sftb religion itself Fbr 

Sikhs, that anniversary was even big- 
ger than this week’s celebrations. It 
was, however, “almost invisible", 
according to Indarjit Singh, editor of 
the Sikh Messenger and director of 
the Network of Sikh Organisations. 

“There has been tremendous 
adjustment" he observes. “Britain 
used to be very Christian-centric. 
Now, British society is more com- 
fortable - more questioning, in- 
quisitive about other things." 

Sikhs like to quote two statistics, 
which contradict and complement 
one another Sikhs were propor- 
tionately over-represented in 
Britain's Indian army: many Sikhs 
died fighting as part of the British 
forces in the First and Second World 
Wars. Equally, Sikhs were highly 
active in the independence struggle 
a gains t Britain. Of 119 people who 
were hanged by the British for fight- 
ing for independence, 87 were Sikhs. 

One obvious reason for increased 
Sikh resistance to colonial rule was 
the Amritsar massacre in 1919, by 
General Dyer and his troops. 
Following that bloodshed it was 
perhaps not surprising that Sikh 
loyalties were no longer what they 
bad once been. 

In more recent years, the 1984 
storming by Indian troops of the 
Golden Temple in Amritsar - the 
Sikhs’ holiest shrine - has left deep 
scars. Hie Indian prime minister In- 
dira Gandhi was assassinated fay two 
of her Sikh bodyguards just a few 
months later That murder in turn, 
was followed by anti-Sikh violence 


in which 2,000 died in Delhi alone. 

In a familiar pattern, the op- 
pression of ordinary Sikhs created 
radicalism even where there had 
been none before. The attack on the 
Golden Temple was intended to 
deal with the violent Sikh radical 
Jar nafl Singh Bhindranwale iwho 
died in the assault). But the violent 
striving for an independent Sikh 
state, Khalistan - a movement that 
be bad spearheaded - was partly 
strengthened by the perceived 
sacrilege of the Amritsar attack, and 
the officially encouraged violence 
against Sikhs after the assassination 
of Mrs Gandhi 

S ikhis m is an odd mixture of 
warrior religion and peacefulness. 
Above all Sikhs see themselves as 
warriors on behalf of the underdog 
- hence the name Singh, which 
every Sikh man bears, meaning 
“lion". Information displays for 
\faisakhi at a temple in Wandsworth, 
south London, are typical in their 
gory tone. They include long series 
of tableaux describing Sikh history, 
where “the Muslim" is accused of all 
manner of foul deeds: “The toddler's 
heart and liver is forcibly put into his 
mouth" and “Father and son are 
ordered to be crushed on the wheel. 
Their crime: not embracing Islam!" 

Despite this Balkan grisliness, 
tolerance is still the official doctrine. 
Sikhism emphasises its commun- 
ality. Every temple has its own 
kitchen and canteen, where huge 
crowds gather. At SouthalL mar- 
quees have been erected to allow 
thousands to gather for meals. 
Rid) and poor alike can eat as much 
as they like, as often as they like. The 
shared eating, on equal terms, is a 
deliberate blurring of caste. “Here, 


everybody will eat from the same 
table. We don't have one table which 
is full, and one which is empty." 

Guru Nanak Dev's original 
philosophy for the Sikhs (“disci- 
ples" or "seekers of truth") takes as 
its starting-point the idea that no one 
religion should be able to override 
another Sikhism was created as a 
"third way", apart from the older 
religions of Hinduism and Islam - 
which has meant that it has some- 
times seemed to be no way at all. 

Guru Nanak famously dedared- 
“ The re is no Hindu, there is no 
Muslim" - in other words, Sikhism 
draws on the traditions of both, so 
that it sometimes is subsumed. 
Some years ago. indarjit Singh 
found that his newspaper cross- 
word contained a clue: “Punjabi 
Hindu". The answer was: “Sikh". 
When he complained the compilers 
retorted that the definition had 
come from the English dictionary. 

Newer dictionary definitions give 
Sikhism as a “north Indian sect”. 
Britain has in recent years gone one 
step further, including Sikhism as 
one of the six main religions to be 
taught in schools, alongside 
Buddhism. Christianity, Hinduism, 
Judaism and Islam. Now every 
British schoolchild learns about the 
five Ks of Sikhs - including kesa 
ihain, kangha (comb) and kirpan 
(sword). Of these, it is, of course, the 
hair that is the most important - the 
famous beard and turban which 
are compulsory for the devout 

Devoutness and violence still 
sometimes overlap. Sikh terrorism 
- bombing and murder, to advance 
the cause of an independent 
Khalistan - has spilled over into 
Britain in recent years. Both in 



India and abroad, however; the sup- 
port for violence has declined, “fd 
like an independent Khalistan - but 
at what cost?" is a typical comment 
from a worshipper in SouthalL 
Leaving peaceful and violent 
politics aside, the most obvious 
division is between the generations 
- especially visible in the Sikh 
community. Many young Sikhs feel 
torn by the different pressures to 
conform. A Manchester student, 
returning to his home gurdwara in 
Wandsworth, is clean-shaven and 
dressed in un-Sikh fashion-black 


from top to toe. He wanted to come 
for the Vaisakhi ceremony, and yet 
“I feel that I’ve deviated That Tm a 
social deviant” 

Other young Sikhs get round the 
problem cif dual identity in a different 
way. A group of young Sikhs in 
Southall make ft dear that they feel 
little affinity with the religious as- 
pects of Sikhi sm . None of them is 
hairy or turban ed. And yet, all of 
them are wearing the saffron 
colours of Sikhism - an orange 
Moschino shirt, an orange polo shirt, 
an orange T-shirt It is an oblique 


statement of loyalty - but if s a 
clear statement for all that - 

Two of the group are wearing : _ •.:■■■ 
saffron arm bands, from a piece of 
material that would normally be a 
head-covering. The arm bands are - •’ - : - 
half rebellion, half not “It's not 
religious. The arm band is fashion. . 

We don’t practise. But we like to feel 

we are Sikhs. We have respect -ft’s .. - _ 

inside yourself.” 

That self-respect goes together 
with respect from the outside, too. 

The datys of invisibility are oven V 

STEVE CRAWSHAW ^ . 


The Weekly muse 


BY MARTIN NEWELL 



A change of wind, some icy rain. 
The blossom perished on the tree. 
Dame Winter out of bed again - 
The mean old crone won't let you be. 

With all this trouble in the world. 
Diplomacy in disarray, 
Disastrous and discordant times 
When all that we can do is pray. 
There comes a diamond from the dung, 
A ray of hope to light our way. 

And this week's gleaming beacon is 
Prince William’s finger. It’s OK 
Since fractured in a rugby match 
The digit hadn't been quite right. 
But thanks to recent surgery 
The world can sleep again at night - 
Apart from minor niggles like 
The people with no food to eat. 

The climate changes, various wars. 
Oh yes, and Margaret's scalded feet 

A scheduled flight, a train, a cab - 
He walks the rest to Number 10. 
Who is this brand-new Euro-broom 
That sweeps as cheap as normal men 
And spurns the chauffeured limo where 
His erstwhile colleagues liked to sit? 
Romano Prodi - crazy name. 

It’s not the last we’ll hear of it 

Feng shui for dogs? We learn this week 
Psychologists of late have found 
That strays will be adopted if 
You change their kennel decor round. 
What changes, though, must we apply 
To cure our own indecorous dog 
Of nadgering his private parts 
And drinking daily from the bog? 

The ladies of the WI 
At ftylstone have their charms 
With a rich autumnal rondeur 
To their shoulders, hips and arms 
And the modest flush at sundown 
Of septembraJ northern girls 
Who for charity’s sweet reasons 
Pose in nowt but hats and pearls. 

As Miss March makes cake-mix naked. 
With a sunflower sits Miss May. 

And “Jerusalem" and jampot 
Seem a million miles away... 

So how about some naked poets? 

A calendar - d'you think we should? 
John Hegley, Newell and Cooper Clarke? 
No. Somehow didn't think you would. 


The Weasel 

In which I search in vain for peace at the Imperial War Museum, find 
fault with film-makers and lose my shirt at the Grand National 


THOUGH THE late Bunny 
Roger famously touched up his 
mascara in the trenches and 
went over the top carrying a 
furled copy of Vogue, I was 
nevertheless surprised to find 
the Imperial War Museum shop 
selling Eyelure Fashion Lashes 
(“All you need to be eye- 
catchingty gorgeous") at £355 
a pair. On the bookshelves, 
there were further incongruous 
juxtapositions - Schiaparelli 
Fashion Review was cheek by 
jowl with Liddell Hart's History 
of the First World Wbr, while 
Bayonet Warfare m the 20th 
Century rubbed dust-jackets 
with Come By Sunday: 
The Fabulous Ruined Life of 
Diana Dors. 

In case you’re worried that 
the Imperial War Museum has 
been occupied by an invading 
force of gargons de Nancy, 
perhaps I should explain that 
these unlikely intrusions are 
souvenirs of the new exhibition. 
From the Bomb to The Beatles. 
Mind you, not every memento 
is frivolous frippery. I was 
tempted to buy Mrs W a 
Morphy-Richards electric iron 
(£22), but I feared that such a 
sentimental gesture might ig- 
nite hostilities in Weasel Villas. 

“These are from the old days 
- Grandad’s time," a young 
father told his squabbling off- 
spring as we stared at the first 
display in the exhibition, a room 
filled with utility furniture. It 
was pretty much like a flat 
which I shared for 10 years, 
even down to the mysterious 
grid of Littlewood's Pools lying 
on a moquette armchair Feel- 
ing my age, I peered at a dis- 
play of post-war cuisine and was 
slightly mollified. Though some 
may harbour happy memories 
of Sausage Nuts, Macaroni 
Fish and Thridsh Herrings. I am 
pleased to say that I never en- 
countered the gruesome 
recipes suggested by the Min- 
istry of fljod to eke out supplies 
in the age of austerity. 

Aside from an ominous room 
devoted to the nudear threat (it 
includes a useful tip from the 
Ministry of Civil Defence in 
1959: “Contaminated clothing 
can be cleaned to a very con- 
siderable extent by means of an 
efficient household vacuum 
cleaner"), the exhibition is 
mainly made up of the valuable 
oddities that everyone hopes to 
find in their attic. Legendary 
moments of sporting triumph 
are commemorated by turn 
gnarled cricket balls, a tar- 



nished stop-watch, a frayed 
jockey's shirt. A tatty piece of 
paper turns out to be the most 
celebrated moment in The 
Archers. It is the script an- 
nouncing the fatal combustion 
of Grace Archer on 22 Sep- 
tember 1955. by an uncanny co- 
incidence also the launch date 
ofITV: “Phil [dazed helpless]: 
In my arms... on the way to 
hospital. . . She's dead" A scrib- 
bled addition reads: “Remem- 
ber-no sig tune." 

Some may wish the exhibi- 
tion organisers had obeyed the 
same injunction. The section 
devoted to the Forties echoes 
to both the sound-track of Brief 
Encounter (Celia Johnson wit- 
ters. “I couldn't possi-blah"i 
and hits of the era. Sir Noel 
Coward chirrups an ironic ditty 
called “Don't Make Fan of the 
Festival of Britain" over a dis- 
play devoted to that charming 
festivity. To evoke the spirit of 
the Fifties. Danny Kaye yodels 
“Wonderful. Wonderful Copen- 
hagen". A juke-box churns out 
the tunes that inspired the 
Aldermaston marchers of the 
early Sixties. The accompani- 
ment was provided by that 
arch-firebrand Acker Bilk. In 
the Imperial War Museum, 
peace is far from peaceful. 


AFTER HE was overlooked by 
the Oscars, I was pleased 
that Peter Weir won a Bafta 
award for his direction of The 
Truman Show. An intelligent 
and offbeat work, it concerns 
the secret filming of an indi- 
vidual who becomes the star of 


an immensely popular soap 
opera. However. I was struck by 
a minor blemish. About a third 
of the way through, a boom 
microphone bobs into view in 
Truman's kitchen. Nothing so 
special about that. In Stephen 
Frears'sjiim noir The Gnfters. 
the boom mike is continually in 
and out of shot like a yo-yo. As 
defects go. it scarcely com- 
pares with the Norse warrior 
who wears a Rolex in The 
likings or the way tliat two 
door panels are destroyed in 
The Shining though Jack 
Nicholson axes only one. I 
wouldn't mention the bobbing 
microphone in The Truman 
Show at all. except for the fact 
that this is probably the only 

film that could explain away its 
appearance as part of the nar- 
rative. ButI don’t thinkit does. 


A PALL was cast over Weasel 
Villas when we lost our collec- 
tive shirt on the Grand National 
last Saturday. Oddly enough, 
this is the one occasion when 
Mrs W lay's daim to anything in 
the way of female intuition. 
She says she can always nap 
the winner of the National. It 
should be a remunerative gift, 
but somehow it never turns out 
that way. Annoyingly, my 
spouse says her gift only works 
if she doesn’t bet on the race. 



A few years ago, however; she 
picked the winner when we 
were actually at Aintree, 
though the winnings on a £2.50 
each way bet scarcely put us in 
the clover. 

This year I pressed her for 
a tip before the race began. She 
made ber choice and I trotted 
round to the bookies. Twenty 
quid each way might not be 
much to those who can under- 
stand the gibberish spouted by 
McCririck, but I felt to be 
among the highest of high 
rollers when I emerged from 
Ladbroke’s. 

So what happened? As the 
winners romped home, Mrs 
W’s nag was nowhere to be 
seen. “Can’t be helped," I said 
through gritted teeth. Oddly 
enough, she didn't appear in the 
least dismayed, but positively 
beamed at the TV screen. “See, 

1 always know." 

“But you haven’t won this 
time." I seethed. 

T knew that Bobtyjo was the 
one." 

“So. why did we plonk our all 
on Fiddling the Facts?" 

“I told you Bobbyjo but you 
said it was carrying too much 
weight," she said, still inex- 
plicably pleased with herself. “I 
knew it was going to romp 
home." 

Queer horses, women. 


THE CRITICS were right about 

C: Because Cowards Get Can- 
cer Too by John Diamond, just 
out in paperback from Vermil- 
ion (£6.99). Coolly observing 
the ebb and flow of his his bat- 
tle against cancer; Mr Diamond 
has produced a wonderfully 
readable piece of journalism, its 
intolerable subject illuminated 
by flashes of wry humour. Any- 
one in his state who writes 
that cancerous cells are “glam- 
orous and successful", com- 
pared to the “plodding drones" 
that are non-can cerous cells, is 
a bit of a hero. The book is ex- 
cellent in every respect - except 
for the staggeringly crass self- 
promotion of his publisher. 
Aline on the book cover reads: 
“Choose Vermilion because 
your health and well-being 
really matter." I doubt if John 
Diamond, of 
\ all people, 
needs to be 
reminded 
of this 
fact. 


Days Like These 



20 APRIL 1960 

VLADIMIR NABOKOV 
novelist, writes to his literary agent 

lam informed that a French motion picture company is 
about to make a picture called The Nymphets. The use of 
this title is an infringement of rights since this term was 
invented by me for the main character in my novel Lolita 
andhas now become completely synonymous with Lolita 
[pictured, from the latest film version] in the minds of 
readers throughout the world. In other words, any titie 
with the term ‘nymphet’ in it would naturally and 
inevitably suggest Lolita whether she is named or noL 
Could you please find out the name and address of the 

witoomSfa^ ta questioa 11 b m y intention to sue 

20 APRIL 1897 

HENRY JAMES, 
novelist, unites to a friend from Wmtce. explaining that 
he now writes his novels by dictation: 

‘As for my general benefit, don't pity me for mv lame 
W ™%25 1 IS a combinaa OO of native imbecility and 
acquired rheumatism, but which is also what bated a 
blessing m disguise; inasmuch as it has made me 
renounce for ever the manual act, which lEL 4h aI i 
tiie hatred of a natural inaptitude and have rp nn ,^ ^ 

S" 52 Etakta q£ tiWL 

_23 APRIL 19S7 

TOMDRIBERjG, 

Labour MR write in his diary: 

responsive, quick-witted, asking oueSfo 1 ®* 1 tQt ^ kto " 
more intelligent than thoi» askld at « 3 g00d deai 

special form of accident-prone^^ etings ‘ A 
lecturers: like bread Mine™ tS JS ?? pnson 
downwards, they constant ?u < ^ rpet butter 

Phrases or alluding forming 

considered tactless Th.^H c ^' ch ** 

myself inadvertently^rrinTto^h J5? BUdget> 1 found 

relatively simple metbodoS* 1 M ‘ a 

was a slight frisson in the WeaJth ’ There 

to nsk it, and added parentheS,' !^ es,tated > bedded 
methods will occur to! some of W do, J bt other 
they roared with laughter." * ' 1 31,1 glad to say 

Ian Irvine 
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The Saturday Essay 


If only the devil did make 
work for idle hands . . . 


Keith 

Thomas 

Samuel Pepys is one of an 
infinity of people who have 
found in the workplace solace 
for a frustrating life at home 


-work" is harder to define than one 
might think The Concise Oxford Dic- 
tionary informs us that work is "expen- 
diture of energy, striving, application of 
effort or exertion to a purpose". However: 
j- there are many ways of purposively 
i expending energy that do not count as 
j “work". In the late 17th century the 
| scientist Robert Boyle remarked that 
1 "tennis, which our gallants make a recre- 
ation, is much more toilsome than what 
many others mate their work". Two hun- 
dred years later the philosopher John 
Stuart Mill observed that “many a day 
spent in killing game includes more mus- 
cular fatigue than a day's ploughing". 

In the end. however, we have to recog- 
nise that the definition of work is not an 
objective matter. The term's different 
meanings embody different phases of 
historical development and different 
political viewpoints. Just as the male 
economists of the late 1 9th and early 20 th 
centuries were reluctant to accept that un- 
paid housework was really work, prefer- 
ring to classify it as an “unproductive" 
activity, so modem radicals are disin- 
clined to accept that the Queen is work- 
ing when she gives a garden party. In the 
era^f the Reformation. Protestants de- 
owfi'ed monks as idle parasites: for 


i no 

: them, the contemplative life could not count 
as work. In North America the early Eng- 
lish colonists lamented the idleness of the 
native Americans, who were warriors and 
hunters: as the English settlers saw* it, it 
was only the women who were engaged in 
real work - that is, agriculture. 
i Business people and manual workers 
j have always been sceptical about the 
: existence of such a thing as intellectual 
work. When I was a schoolboy studying for 
j examinations, mv lather, a termer, 
i understandably refused to concede that 
when I was sitting on a deckchair in the 
garden reading a book rather than help- 
ing him in the cornfields with the harvest 
I might be working as hard as he was. 

The raised feminist consciousness of 
recent times has rightly made us more 
ready to classify' unpaid housework and 
childcare as work - real work - than we 
used to be: and the Society of Authors 
would no doubt maintain that writing 
poetry* is real work too. However: is a busi- 
nessman working when he takes a client 
| to an expensive restaurant? Or when he 
play’s golf in order to clinch a deal at the 
I9lh hole? In today's world, work and 
lejr-re are much more sharply segregated 
tltu . they used to be. but the line is still not 
easy to draw. 

On the one hand, work has. since time 
immemorial, been seen as a curse, a 
result of the Fhll and a punishment for sin. 
It was something that it was assumed, 
everyone would naturally try to avoid, 
whether they were "savages" lounging in 
the tropical sun or European aristocrats 
pursuing an existence of conspicuous 
leisure. The ideal society was a land of 
Cockaigne, where all things came by 
nature and the need to work had vanished. 

On the other hand, work was widely 
admired as a divine activity, practised by- 
God during the creation of the world and 
by Adara and Eve in Eden. It was a sacred 
duty and the source of all human comforts, 
creating wealth and making civilisation 
possible. It was a cure for boredom and 
. a^kincholy and a remedy for rice. It was 
Ctb.jnly sure route to human happiness, 
bringing health, contentment and personal 
fulfilment. It structured the day. gave 
opportunities for sociability and compan- 
ionship. fostered pride in individual 
creativity and created a sense of personal 
identify. Idleness could never make people 
happy* and the ideal society was one in 
which there was satisfying work available 
for everybody 



Ford Madox Brown’s ‘Work’ (1863): it was the Victorians who introduced the idea of work as a liberating activity Birmingham Museums andArtGaUery 


The classical economists took the first 
of these two views. Adam Smith agreed 
with Dr Johnson that every man was 
naturally an idler: It was axiomatic that 
human beings preferred leisure to work. 
Labour meant “toil and trouble”. It was 
undertaken only for the sake of remuner- 
ation, what in North America is still 
revealingly referred to as “compensa- 
tion". The object of working was to acquire 
wealth, and the object of wealth was to 
avoid having to work. 

The labouring classes, it was said, 
worked only out of necessity: to avoid star- 
vation or to acquire additional goods that 
they coveted for their practical utility or 
as a means of keeping ahead of their neigh- 
bours. Without either stick or carrot, the 
inertial force of human indolence would be 
sure to reassert itself. 

The native peoples in the overseas 
colonies were cited as further proof of this 
natural inclination to idleness. John Stuart 
Mill thought that the only way to “civilise" 
such people, that is to say. to make them 
take up a fife of unrelenting toil, was to 
inculcate them “with new wants and 
desires". Otherwise, human nature being 
what it was. they would be idle. Mill’s own 
upbringing <his tether allowed film no 
holidays, "lest the habit of work should be 
broken and a taste for idleness acquired") 
had reflected this same belief that laziness 
was an innate and deep-seated urge, to 
which, without the most strenuous 
application, the human animal would 
invariably succumb. 

This view of work as inherently repug- 
nant went back to antiquity The warrior 
societies of the past had, like the native 
Americans, thought fighting preferable to 
working, just as the classical moralists pre- 
ferred ot ium (leisure! to negotiuni (busi- 
ness*. Physical labour was the business of 
slaves, women and the subordinate 
classes. When the Benedictine monks of 
the early Middle Ages engaged in manual 
labour, they did so in a penitential spirit: 
work was an ascetic mortification of the 
flesh; the ideal life was one of piety and 
contemplation. The French word travail 
supposedly derived from trepalium, an 
instrument of torture; and the travails of 
childbirth recalled the curse that as- 
sociated all forms of labour with pain. 

In the 12th and 13th centuries European 
theologians gave work a more positive 
status, stressing its social and moral 


benefits and repeating St Benedict’s ob- 
servation that idleness was the enemy of 
the souL But they did not represent work 
as innately satisfying. Neither did the 
many proponents of the work ethic who 
emerged in the late medieval and early 
modern periods. 

In the modern industrial world most 
people have continued to regard work as 
a tedious necessity “Why does the worker 
work?" asked Friedrich Engels in 1844. 
“fbr love of work? From a natural impulse? 
Not at all! He works far money, fora thing 
which has nothing to do with the work 
itself." This proposition is wholly consis- 
tent with the more recent findings of the 
sociologist John Goldthorpe. In a study of 
the car workers of Luton. Bedfordshire, in 
the Sixties, he found that their attitude to 
work was instrumental: it was a means to 
an end, a temporary surrender ofliberty 
for the sake of material reward. 

Among the managerial classes today 
there are many who find work stressful and 
view the workplace as a combative arena 
in which human beings strive aggressively 
for money and status. “Oh, to get out of the 
rat race," they say. Nowadays millions of 
people speak about their work in this way. 
They do it. they say, only for the money: 
and they would give it up tomorrow if they 
could afford to do so. Meanwhile they look 
to their private life and their recreations 
for their pleasures, their fulfilment and 
tlieir sense of identify. 

Yet it is well known that not all of those 
who come into an unexpected fortune 
imraecfiateiy give up their jobs. On the con- 
trary, they are usually advised not to do so, 
on the grounds that they would miss their 
work too much, just as persons who have 
to retire because of their age are known 
to do. In December 1996 the British tabloid 
newspapers reported the case of Linda FED, 
who had won nearly £2m in the National 
Lottery but elected" to continue with her 
£80-a-week job as a chambermaid at a 
Butlin's holiday centre. (“I love myjob," she 
explained, “and life just wouldn’t be the 
same without it”) 

This recognition that work can be a 
physical and emotional necessity for 
human beings, no less than an economic 
one, is not very conspicuous before the 
later 17th century, although it is implicit 
in much earlier moralistic writing about 
the miseries of idleness. Robert Burton, the 
Jacobean anatomist of melancholy, 


believed that, though the English nobility 
of his day bad everything in abundance, 
tbqy were disproportionately subject to 
melancholic gloom because they lived 
lives of idleness; counting it a disgrace to 
work, they suffered endless “cares, griefs, 
false fears, discontents and suspicions”. In 
the 19th century Florence Nightingale 
would write off the sufferings and 
frustrations of middle-class women who 
were kept compulsorily idle: “the accu- 
mulation of nervous energy, which has had 
nothing to do during the day, makes them 
feel every night, when they go to bed, as 
if they were going mad; and they are ob- 
liged to lie long in bed in the morning to 
let it evaporate and keep it down.” 

Medical writers had always urged the 
importance of physical exercise Hence the 
philosopher John Locke's recommendation 
at the end of the 17th century that every 
scholar should spend three hours a day on 
manual labour as well as, of course nine 
hours on thinking and reading. However: 
Locke also believed that psychologically, 
“men cannot be perfectly idle; they must 
be doing something”. 

It was his 18th-century successor David 
Hume, who did most to develop this irtsigbL 
“ Every enjoyment," he wrote, “soon 
becomes insipid and distasteful, when 
not acquired by fatigue and industry. 
There was no craving of the human mind 
more constant and insatiable than the 
desire for exercise and employment” 

When Adam Smith declared that labour 
involved the worker only in “toil and 
trouble”, he was thinking primarily of 
manual work. Indeed he explicitly said that 
it was onfy what he called “the inferior em- 
ployments" that were performed solely for 
the sake of the money, thus conceding the 
possibility that other occupations could be 
rewarding in themselves. Nevertheless. 
Karl Marx had a point when he declared 
that Smith's view of labour as a curse was 
psychologically misconceived. 

FTor the young Marx work was not just 
a way of securing a livelihood: it was pot- 
entially a libera ting activity leading to self- 
realisation and freedom. Alfred Marshall 
also conceded that “man rapidly degen- 
erates unless he has some hard work to 
do, some difficulties to overcome”. Those 
who pursued success in business or 
science or the arts could hope to experi- 
ence intense pleasure, alternating with per- 
iods of lassitude, whereas for “ordinary 


people” who had no strong ambitions, 
“moderate and fairly steady work offered 
the best opportunity for the growth of those 
habits of body, mind and spirit in which 
alone there is true happiness”. 

It seems that almost any form of work 
can be satisfying if it requires absolute con- 
centration, to the extent of at least mo- 
mentarily shutting out all distracting and 
painful thoughts. Those who praise work 
have always emphasised that it takes 
one's mind off other things and offers the 
best antidote for sorrow. One can onty spec- 
ulate about the psychological roots of this 
longiiersisting fear of being alone with one- 
self: No account of the pleasures of work 
is adequate if it focuses only on the satis- 
factions afforded by the task itself As often 
as not, the attraction lies not in the job but 
in the human relations involved. Samuel 
Pepys, who stayed late in the office so as 
to avoid going home to quarrel with his 
wife, is one of an infinity of people who have 
found in the workplace solace for a frus- 
trating life at home. 

Today things may be about to change. 
The task of producing food has long ceased 
to occupy most of the population, while 
mechanisation and automation have vastly 
reduced the demand for manual and cler- 
ical labour It is a commonplace to say that 
work is much less central to people's ex- 
istence than it used to be and that vast 
spaces of leisure and domesticity have 
opened up. We are told that work is only 
one of many possible forms of fulfilment 
arid that full-time employment and the life- 
time career will become increasingly 
uncommon. In their place will emerge an 
economy of short-term contracts, part-time 
work and frequent refraining. 

If the trend to ever greater leisure con- 
tinues, the basic human impulses towards 
activity and social involvement will have 
to be satisfied in other ways. The great 
economist J M Keynes wrote in 1930; 
“There is no country and no people... who 
can look forward to the age of leisure and 
abundance without a dread." Efis pre- 
scription was that we should fry to share 
out what little work remained; three hours 
a day might be sufficient, he thought In 
practice, however it seems mare likely that 
some of vvzfi continue to be overworked, 
while others have no work at alL 

Etrtroctedfrom “The Oxford Book qfWork', 
edited by the author (OUR £20> 


BARQMETER 

Sean O'Grady 


PMssr-fc-. Croaking 
are 

[passe. If you want to 
'staycodinacold- 
jloodedpetsortofa 
way, then this, the Chacoan 
monkey tree frog, is today's 
exotic creature of choice. Its 
movements are slow and 
deliberate and it will stay in 
almost any position in which 
you care to place it But too 
many of these cute little 
flm phihi ans have been croaking 
(in the most unwelcome way ) as 
owners seem unable to look 
after them, fbr the record, the 
monkey frog's natural habitat is 
the Paraguayan desert It must 
be fed live prey such as 
crickets, two or three tiroes a 
week and kept at 35°C. £165 
each. RSbbit 

[Bottomed 
out 

Things got a bit 
“near the 
mark” fbr 
Stephen 
? McGaw, who 
'marched his 
\ party of 
'schoolchildren 
out of the Royal 
[Shakespeare Com- 
Ipany’s perfor- 
mance of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. Titania, the fairy queen 
placed under a spell was seen 
writhing on the stage simulating 
sex with Bottom, the weaver dis- 
guised in a pair of donkey’s ears. 
The school is now demanding 
£610 compensation for the cost 
of the trip and expenses in- 
curred while frying to “amuse" 
the children in Stratford after 
the walk-out Lord, what fools 
these mortals be. 

Doll wars 

Wrestling in the mud 
for doll supremacy 
with Barbie, Sincty 
is being made 
over as a 
politically 
correct sort of 
blonde bimbo. Her 
makers explain: 

“Sincty is cooler 
than Barbie. She 
doesn’t have a ^ 
duff boyfriend ^ 

like Ken who has no life of his 
own but just hangs on to 
Barbie's leg. Kids now won’t fall 
for Barbie pretending to be a 
dentist She's too 
embarrassing." 
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Deflation 

Sincty isn’t the only pretty plastic 
doll having a n 
launch. PameL 
derson has doi 
the right thing 
and had her 
breast im- 
plants re- 
moved. 

“Pammf just 
wanted her 
body logo 
back to its nat- 
ural state," said a spokes- 
woman. She'll be joining the WI 
next 

Image of the week 

Nothing plastic about the ladies 
of the Rylstone Women’s Insti- 
tute in Yorkshire, who are rais- 
ing money for leukaemia 
research with a Bosjujotefc-style 
candid calendar This is Miss 
March, Lyn Knowles, in the 
kitchen preparing her baps. Call 
01900 821011 for the Alternative 
WI Calendar, £5 plus £1 p&p. 




Sunday 

Only one week to go until race day. 
The marathon staff mow from our 
office near Waterloo to the race-week 
headquarters at the Tower Thistle 
Hotel. I have a prior engagement, 
watching my team. Spurs, play New- 
castle in the semi-finals of the FA 
cup. Unfortunately, the less said 
about the match the better (New- 
castle won 2-0). It's a big disap- 
pointment I get to the hotel about 
llpm in a sombre mood and find 
everyone buoyant after a start-of- 
week party. The gulf between then- 
emotions and mine has probably 
never been wider. 

Monday 

Tb the London Arena, site of our ex- 
hibition and venue for all the runners 
to register. Will it really be read}- for 


MY WEEK 

David Bedford, International Race 
Director for the London Marathon 


opening on Wednesday? You would- 
n’t have thought so. looking at what 
resembles a building site. At Black- 
heath tone of two start areas for the 
marathon). I have a meeting to 
check the BBC camera positions, the 
star gantries and the grandstand. 
Feeling a bit low - and there's more 
to come. The service at an Indian 
restaurant in the evening is poor. 
There is an “exchange of opinions” 
with the management, a heavy dis- 
count on the meal and a promise that 
no one from the marathon will ever 
cross their portals again. 

Tuesday 

The first press conference of the 
week for the elite runners always 
concentrates the mind. Seeing the 
Olympic champion Josia Thugwane 
(South Africa) and the world-record 


holder Ronaldo (no, not that Ronal- 
do) da Costa, from Brazil, brings 
home the fact that there is an 
important race to be run. Our in- 
ternational co-ordinator; Hra Hutch- 
ings, a former top British track 
runner, takes the chain The format 
has changed this year, with Tim in- 
troducing the runners like a chat- 
show host He does a good, profes- 
sional job. 

Wednesday 

The good news is that the exhibition 


and registration open on time. The 
bad news is that there has been a 
delay in the delivery of merchandise 
for the two marathon stands at the 
exhibition, the biggest of its type in 
Britain. It's beyond our control but 
still very frustrating - like inviting 
people to the opening of a pub and 
forgetting to order the beer. Then, 
in the evening, things take a turn for 
the better as Arsenal are beaten in 
the other FA Cup semi-final by one 
of the most remarkable goals I have 
ever seen. I would never normally 


cheer for Man U, but as a Spurs ten 
I make an exception if it means our 
north Londonrivals are stuffed. I cel- 
ebrate with a curry - in a different 
restaurant - and a couple of beers. 
Life is not so bad after alL 

Thursday 

ITS getting better all the time. A large 
shipment of clothing arrives, our 
shelves at the exhibition are full and 
the cash registers ring. Back at the 
hotel, we welcome back an old 
friend, Eamonn Martin, to today’s 
press conference. Eamonn's victo- 
ry in his debut marathon in 1993 was 
one of the most popular in the 
history of the race. At 40, his best 
days are behind Mm. but he is still 
a competitive athlete and is looking 
to break the British veteran’s record 
cm Sunday. 


Friday 

All the 61ite athletes have now ar- 
rived and the strength of our men’s 
field can be telly appreciated. It has 
to be the finest line-up of any big city 
marathon and would do full justice 
to the Olympics. There is a press 
conference and lunch for everyone, 
followed by an official reception Off 
come the track suits and trainers. On 
goes the evening wear. 

fbr me, the marathon now moves 
into high-profile mode. There is a lot 
of meeting and greeting. But soon 
all the preliminaries wffl be over; with 
a year’s preparation coming to 
fruition More than 30,000 runners 
of all ages and standards will take 
to the streets of London. Let’s hope 
the weather is kind to us. 

INTERVIEW BY 
Daisy Price 
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Sir George Bishop 


GEORGE BISHOP’S career can be 
seen as felling into three parts. The 
first, culminating in his appoint- 
ment as the youngest ever Deputy 
Secretary of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Bhod, was de- 
voted to government and the Civil 
Service. The second, c ulminating in 
his period as chairman of Booker 
McConnell, focused on industry, 
commerce and banking. The third, 
culminating in his presidency of 
the Royal Geographical Society, was 
linked to mountaineering, photog- 
raphy and traveL Of course, toe three 
parts intermingled. 

Bishop was proud of his Lancas- 
trian roots, having grown up near 
Wigan and winning a scholarship to 
the Grammar School at Ashton-in- 
Makerfield before going on, again 
with a scholarship, to the London 
School of Economics where he stud- 
ied Economics and Government 
under Harold LaskL During his 
time at the LSE be developed a 
strong social conscience, but he 
vigorously opposed the Commu- 
nists who at that time had a 
prominent presence there. 

On leaving the LSE in 1935. Bish- 
op went to work in South Wales for 
a Quaker organisation which was 
helping the unemployed through 
the encouragement of subsistence 
production. In his spare time he 
climbed in North Wales, running the 
half-mile and driving fast cars. In 
1937 he was the winner of the win- 
ter trials of the Riley Motor Club. 

At the outbreak of the Second 
World War he was a statistician 
working for the Ministry of Fbod; to 
his deep disappointment he had 
been rejected for military service be- 
cause his skills were needed in the 
Civil Service. During the war he ran 
the Emergency Services Division of 
the Ministry of Fbod which, along 
with the TOimen’s voluntary Service, 
was responsible for bringing food 
and refreshment to the victims of 
German bombing throughout the 
UK The arrival of cups of tea and 


fresh bread did much for morale. 
Bishop was greatly helped in the an- 
ticipation of the bombing raids and 
consequent food needs by the code 
breakers at Bletchley. 

After the war. Bishop was Private 
Secretary to two Labour Ministers 
of fbod, Ben Smith and John Stra- 
chey. The improvement of food sup- 
plies, particularly fobs and oils, was 
of paramount importance. The Gov- 
ernment was persuaded to launch 
the ill-fated Tanganyika ground-nut 
scheme - growing ground nuts to 
help supplement the British fot ra- 
tion - which was ill-prepared, inad- 
equately planned and over-ambitious. 

With his Minis tec John Stra chey. 
Bishop saw the impending disaster 


Guyana. Bishop joined Booker the 
same year as a director becoming 
vice-chairman in 1970 and chairman 
in 1972. until his retirement in 1979. 

During this period Booker was 
transforming itself from a colonial 
plantation company to a diversified 
food conglomerate, mainly based in 
the UK Bishop was proud of the feet 
that when the Booker estates and 
factories in Guyana were eventual- 
ly nationalised in 1975. the financial 
impact on Booker was minimal. 
However. Bishop never neglected 
the outposts of the Booker empire, 
holding the firm view that he and his 
wife Una should visit any place 
where staff were serving. 

In this context they spent many 


Bishop rose fast up the Civil Service , 
then Booker McConnell , and last the 
Royal Geographical Society. He climbed 
his first mountain when he was eight 


and later as Under-Secretaiy, had 
responsibility for winding the 
scheme up. This experience left 
him with an abiding scepticism of 
grandiose agricultural projects jus- 
tified by untested assumptions of 
yield, production and profit Bishop’s 
other responsibilities included milk, 
sugar and cereals, and he was in- 
volved in the international wheat and 
sugar negotiations where he led 
the UK delegations. In 1959 he 
was promoted to Deputy Secretary 
at that time the youngest such 
appointment ever. 

In 1961 a dvfl service friend and 
mentor Sir Henry Hancock, intro- 
duced Bishop to Jock Campbell 
(later Lord Campbell ofEskani. the 
chairman of Booker McConnell, 
which at that time was mainly in- 
volved in sugar production in British 


months in British Guyana during the 
emergency i a the Sixties when the 
ba cklas h from the political rivalry 
between Cheddi Jagan and Forbes 
Burnham resulted in attacks on 
Booker staff and families. The sugar 
industry also benefited from Bish- 
op's efforts in Washington where he 
was largely responsible for securing 
a US sugar quota. In the UK, his 
business interests widened with 
directorships of Ranks Hovis Mc- 
Dougail, Barclays International and 
Barclays Bank. His continuing pub- 
lic service included membership of 
the Nato Civil Supplies Agency, the 
Panel for Civil Service, Manpower 
Review and the Royal Commission 
on the Press. 

George Bishop climbed his first 
mountain at the age of eight and 
climbed regularly thereafter in 


North Wales, the Lake District and 
Scotland. In the i960s he and Una 
went climbing in the Alps. Realising 
that Kashmir was in the sterling 
area, and thus not subject to ex- 
change control, they discovered 
the Himalayas, the destination of 
18 subsequent expeditions, mainly 
to Nepal. 

Some I2,W» photographs testify 
to Bishop's commitment to the Hi- 
malayas. The photographic archive 
went furthen encompassing his trav- 
els for Booker and the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, of which he was 
President from 1983 to 1987. His 
achievements for the RGS included 
the restoration of the iron railings at 
its London headquarters and the 
mounting of a large, broadly based 
scientific expedition to the unex- 
plored Kimberley area of Western 
Australia. With Una he made the 
first crossing of the King Leopold 
range and visited the unknown and 
untouched sites and caves. 

George Bishop was a tremendous 
friend and colleague, particularly to 
that group of ageing executives at 
Booker whom he constantly re- 
ferred to as “my young men". He was 
warm and loyal in good times and 
bad He was property concerned and 
involved with families. He believed 
in people. 

Jonathan Taylor 


George Sidney Bishop, civil ser- 
vant and businessman: bom 
Wigan. Lancashire 15 October 
1913: Private Secretary to the Min- 
ister O f Food 1945-49; OBE 2947; 
Under-Secretary. Ministry qf Agri- 
culture. Fisheries and Fbod 1 949-59. 
Deputy Secretary 1959-61; CB 195& 
director, Booker McConnell Ltd 
1961-62, vice-chairman 1970-71. 
chairman 1972-79; Kt 1975; Presi- 
dent. Royal Geographical Society 
1983-87; married 1940 Marjorie 
Woodruff (one daughter, marriage 
dissolved 1961 K 1961 Una Pa del; 
died High Wycombe, Bucking- 
hamshire 9 April 1999. 
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Bishop, left, with Fember Norbo Sherpa on Snowdon 
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Sellers: sense of urgency Michael Ochs Archives / Redferns 


ONE CAN sense desperation in the 
encyclopaedia entry for Brother 
John Sellers - “vocal and tam- 
bourine". Or is it simply a zealous 
chronicler? Either way. Sellers wont 
be remembered for his virtuosity at 
the tambourine: He wont be remem- 
bered much for his singing, either 
because he was TTanmere Rovers 
rathe - than Premiership materiaL 

At the end of the Thirties the 
Musicians’ Union placed a ban on 
American musicians playing in 
Britain on the grounds that they 
would be stealing work from British 
players. Regardless of the fact that 
the Americans could create work for 
the British musicians who accom- 
panied them, the ban remained in 
force until the late fifties. Jazz fans 
pined to see Duke Ellington, Count 
Basie and Woody Herman. They 
were to be frustrated, but a small 
loophole was spotted. 

The ban applied to instrumen- 
talists, but not to entertainers. En- 
tertainers included people who sang, 
and people who sang included black 
American blues angers, a genera- 
tion of whom, unable to believe 
their luck, had been patronised by 
white American liberals during the 
Forties. Now they were able via the 
loophole to move their operations to 
Britain where they were fallen upon 
with fervour by hungry fans. 

Hie blues singers that came here 
then were very likeable people, but 
we did patronise them. One of the 


nicest Big Bill Broonzy, made much 
of his experiences as a sharecrop- 
per. It was unlikely that his stories 
were true, since from the First 
World War onwards he bad lived 
largely in Chicago. When he died, a 
Europe-wide collection was taken for 
his widow. Embarrassingly, it turned 
out that there was more than one. 

Because of his race-sensitive 
politics Josh White had had trouble 
with Senator Joseph McCarthy's 
Un-American Activities Committee. 
When he came over here he had his 
I eg broken by white GIs. Blind Sonny 
Terry and Brownie McGhee (who 
was lamei, a delightful team, were 
like the down-trodden of Calcutta. 
“He does my walking," Brownie 
told me. “and I do his looking." 

Sister Rosetta Tharpe, a very 
astute lady, had given up singing with 
big bands to become a gospel singer. 
When we parted one evening she 
shrugged on her fur coat, put the cap 
back on the brandy bottle, gave me 
a smacking kiss on the cheek and 
bade me farewell. “Don't take any 
wooden nickels, darting," she said. 

Afi these and more were won- 
derfully colourful characters. They 
were grateful to be lionised and 
most, on their return home, found 
that the fashion for them had gone 
and were enveloped by obscurity. In 
Britain, the skiffle craze took away 
the need for American performers. 
* Sellers was late to the European 
field, arriving here with Big Bill 


Broonzy in 1957. He had hedged his 
bets by being both a secular blues 
singer and a gospel singer. The 
pairing with Broonzy left Big BID the 
cotton and the plough bit while 
Brother John did the preaching with 
some urban sex strife thrown in. 

To the blues historian, Sellers's 
background was impeccable. He was 
born in Mississippi in 1924, where he 


‘When Brother 
John sang “ Wade 
in the Water”, you 
got the feeling 
people had to do 
it - if they did 
they'd be saved 9 


learned to sing by watching leg- 
endary blues figures like Ma Rainey, 
Ida Cox, Robert Johnson and Blind 
Lemon Jefferson. By the age of five 
he was appearing in gospel tent 
shows, dancing, singing and playing 
the tambourine. His parents had to 
abandon him in the aftermath of a 
disastrous flood when he was a child, 
and Sellers was brought up for the 
next four years by his godmother. 


Mahalia Jackson, at once one of 
the finest and most parsimonious 
gospel singers of them all, discov- 
ered him when he was 10 in a bor- 
dello. She took him to live with her 
in Chicago and he sang with her on 
stage, sometimes filling in for her as 
she rose to fame. It was then that he 
first sang with Broonzy and also 
worked with rhythm and blues 
bands on the side. 

He recorded many times from 
1945 onwards, confining himself to 
gospel until in 1951 he broke out with 
“Heavyweight Mama". By 1954 he 
was recording for the highly- 
thought-of Vanguard label, backed 
by sophisticated jazz players like 
Ruby Braff Sir Charles Thompson 
and Jo Jones. In London with 
Broonzy in 1957, Sellers recorded as 
leader with A1 Eairweather, Wally 
Fawkes (the cartoonist Trog). Tony 
Kinsey and other jazz musicians ac- 
companying him. During the same 
(rip he recorded with French and 
American musicians in Paris. 

On his return to New York he 
made more recordings. The fact that 
they were more sophisticated than 
those of the rural blues singers who 
were continuing to emerge meant 
that Sellers's heyday had passed 
But he still earned a living from his 
music, working regularly at FbOc City, 
a night-club in Greenwich City 
where singers like Bob Dylan. Simon 
and Garfunkel and Joan Baez had 
appeared He sang to illustrate talks 


given by his friend Studs Ibrfcel in 
the late Fifties and early Sixties. “He 
had a light tenor voice that was very 
strong,” said TterkeL “He was no Ma- 
halia, no Big Bill Broonzy, but there 
was a clarity and a sense of urgency. 
When Brother John sang 'Wade in 
the Water’, for example, you got the 
feeling of the young preacher invit- 
ing the people into the shallow wa- 
ters, that they had to do it because 
if they did they'd be found, they’d be 
saved. Brother John had a -way of 
making things come alive." 

In 1958 Sellers’s sin g in g at Fblk 
City impressed Alvin Ailey, a young 
choreographer. The two got togeth- 
er and collaborated on Alley’s Blues 
Suite (1958) and Revelations (I960), 
which were scored by Sellers. Sell- 
ers stayed as a musician with the 
Alvin Aflqy Dance Company; this as- 
sociation continued untfl his death, 
but he continued to work elsewhere, 
appearing in the poet Langston, 
Hughes’s Broadway show Taim | 
boupnes to Glory and touring spot' 
radically, to Europe and the Far East 

His last performance with Alley 
was in 1997, At the time of Sellers's 
death be was in litigation with the 
dance company over royalties and 
copyright in regard to Revelations. 
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“Brother "John Sellers, gospel and 
jazz singer bom Clarfesdafe, Mis- 
swripp* 27 May 1924; died New 
York 27 March 1999. 
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Jose Pierre 


IF YOU don’t take yourself serious- 
ly, nobody else will This axiom, 
well known to all the greatest 
comics, was at the root of the stud- 
ied frivolity of Surrealism, a literary 
and artistic movement devised both 
to amuse and appal It required that 
essential element of absurd gravity 
to make it believable, just as the only 
way to play farce is to treat it in 
deadly earnest 

No wonder that the leader of 
the movement an expert at self- 
advertisement Andre Breton, was 
called •‘The Pope of Surrealism”. His 
studio photographs by Man Bay 
show this incorrigible dynamiter of 
accepted values as a staid, rather 
portly banker with - for a fierce 
homophobe - a certain resemblance 
to Oscar Wilde. He is still deified in 
France. The hotel where he lived for 
a while in Montparnasse. Rue 
Doiamhre (a few steps from the 
Hotel Apollinaire), bears a solemn 
memorial slab informing the 
passer-by that the Great Anarch 
slept there. No plaque marks the 
Hotel Apollinaire... 

One of the great authorities on 
Surrealism who gave some ballast 
to its Ship of Ebols was Jose Pierre, 
its unofficial historian. Bom in 1927, 


be did not meet Breton until 1952, 
when the movement was alreatfyon 
its last legs - like a flaccid carnival 
balloon it expired in a tired sigh with 
its auto-dissolution in 1969. Breton 
died in 1966. 

Like all charismatic leaders, Bre- 
ton was an expert manipulator of his 
disciples- The only true genius to 
rally to his support was the great 
novelist and essayist Julien Gracq, 
who dedicates his early (1948) book 
on him to^ “the soul of foe movement” 
and ends it by calling him "one of 
the heroes of our time”. It has the 
right Communist ring. Jose Pierre, 
like Gracq, was an ardent admirer, 
but, unlike Gracq. who soon saw 
the error of his ways, an uncondi- 
tional one. Pierre became Breton's 
right-hand man: he helped him 
arrange the last international Sur- 
realist exhibitions in 1959 ("Eros’! 
and 1965 CUEcart Absolu”). After 
the leader’s death Pierre was the 
organiser of all the post-Surrealist 
collective exhibitions both in France 
and abroad 

It was therefore natural that 
Pierre should have been an au- 
thority on Surrealist art He wrote 
Andre Breton el la peinture (I987J 
asa belated pendant to Breton’s own 


Le Surrealism e et la peinture 
(1948). Pierre’s Le Surrealisme 
aujourdhui (1973) was one of the 
hundreds of rare items in the Paris 
auction of the bibliophile Jacques 
Matarasso’s Surrealist collection 
which lasted for three days at 
Loudmer’s in December 1993. 

Other prominent works, each 
selling for thousands of francs, 
were Pierre’s Le Futurisms et le 
Dadaisme (1966), Le Cubisms 
(1966) and Le Surrealisme (1967). 
One of his last great works was 
Waivers symboliste.fin de siede 
et decadence (1991). Its companion 
volume, UUnivers surrealists, had 
appeared in 1983. 

Indispensable works of detailed 
scholarly reference for the student 
of Surrealism are the two massive 
volumes he compiled otTracts sur- 
realists et declarations collec- 
tives, 1922-1969 (1980-82) which 
group together the pronouncements 
of weight by the Pope and his Swiss 
Guard of theoretical collaborators, 
often unintentionally funny when at 
their most solemn. These tomes in- 
clude the important Manifesles 
du Surrealisme propounded by 
Breton in 1924 and 1930. Pierre’s ex- 
pert commentaries on these epoch- 


making literary documents provide 
us with the best history of Surreal- 
ism ever written. He also wrote 
poems, and a play on the Marquis 
de Sade. 

One of Pierre's most subversive 
works is the erotic novel La 
Fontaine dose. Les livres secrets 
d'une secte politique inconnue 
(1988). This unknown sect is com- 
posed entirely of women, led by 
Aletheia (Truth) and her hand- 
maidens Zoe (Life) and Sige (Si- 
lence). Like the Surrealists, the 
sect issues manifestos, in one of 
which Aletiteia proclaims: “And if a 
man returned your kiss at the exact 
second in which you gave him yours, 
it would produce the 0 urobouros 
drakon of the ancient alchemists - 
the serpent devouring its own tail." 
The book’s metaphors have a Sur- 
realist aura: “woman” becomes "urn 
of felicity" or "chosen vessel". 
Her lips are a “rainbow of sighs", her 
saliva "the dew of discourse", her 
navel “oasis", the vagina the “secret 
cup" or the "fountain enclosed". It 
makes one regret that such a sect 
never existed 

In the early Thirties, the Belgian 
Surrealist EX.T. Mesens published 
a plaquette entitled VioietteNoziOres 


with tributes to her from eight 
Surrealist poets and eight painters. 
She was put on trial for having at- 
tempted to poison her mother and 
having murdered her incestuous 
father. Along with the anarchist 
murderess Germaine Breton (no re- 
lation) and the Papin asters who had 
assassinated their female oppres- 
sors (the theme 0/ Genet's Les 
Bonnes) Violette entered the Sur- 
realist pantheon as a symbol of ac- 
tive feminine resistance to the 
slavery of family life. 

Breton’s poem begins; “Before 
your winged sex like a flower of the 
Catacombs . . Eluard writes: “Vi- 
olette dreamed of undoing- has un- 
done - the horrible knot of serpents 
that are the ties of blood . . ." Pierre 
performed a public sendee by 
re-editing and prefacing this tribute 
in 1991. It far surpasses Claude 
Chabrol's lifeless 1978 film version 
with the superficial portrayal of 
Violette by Isabelle HupperL 

The publisher of Violette Nozieres, 
Eric Losfield, hailed Pierre’s 1974 
novel Qu’est-ce que Therese? C'est 
les mammniers en fleurs along 
with Histoire d’O as “the greatest 
erotic works to appear since the 
war". It was admired by Francois 


Truffaut who at one time contem- 
plated making a film of it Critics 
praised its maniacal style, its mu- 
sically that casts an ever more 
spellbinding sexual excitement upon 
the willing reader. 

The narrator is a youth obsessed 
by his elder brother’s fiancee 
She uses all her wiles to distract 
her fiance from his studies, but he 
resists valiantly, swearing never to 
fall victim to the perils of the flesh 
until he has passed his final exams 
The younger brother takes advan- 
tage of this stalemate and after a 
bibulous dinner, when the parents 
have retired to bed, the three of 
them go on drinking and dancine 
by a 

The novel is really a treatise on 
sex education. The heroine's Ifcen 
tiousness is beautifully evoked 
without vulgarity - perfect enter 
tamraent for that "otiose noon" 
Ronald Firbank when, in the words 
of the great 18th-century- hyiS 
^ter Isaac Watts' Divine w 
for Children: “Satan Ends sS 
mischief still / For idle hands to do " 

It was, of course, censored k * • 
today’s slightly more libelS l? 1 m . 
climate it has been reprimed°Sl 
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Francis Baines 
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IN A career which spanned almost 50 
years, Francis Baines was one of 
Britain's most accomplished double- 
bass players. He was also a collector of 
rare and early musical instruments, a 

gifted composer and an inspired teacher 

Born in Oxford to “quite unmusical 
parents" in 1917, Baines inherited his 
interest in music from his grandfather 
who, he claimed, played the cello rather 
badly “but knew that Bach was good 
stuff". He was educated at St Paul’s 
School in London where he taught him- 
self to play the double-bass because one 
happened to be “lurking in the corner 
and noboefy else could play it". This ran- 
dom choice provided concert-goers for 
many years with one of the most familiar 
figures of the chamber orchestra, rapt 
in his playing with fa cial expression snH 
body movements to match the rhythm 
and mood of the music. 

At St Paul's, out of a total of 600 boys, 
he was one of four who took music, and 
his first lessons were on the piano 
from “a kind old lady" who struggled un- 
successfully to reveal the mysteries of 
the keyboard to him. He told me: “As a 
composer I’ve sat in front of a piano for 
years and I still can’t play the thing prop- 
erly.” His luck changed in 1935 when he 
was offered a scholarship to the Royal 
College of Music "because they need- 
ed a double-bass player” He took com- 
position as his second study with 
Herbert Howells and Gordon Jacob. 

When war broke out in 1939, Baines 
went into the Army and served for six 
years as “the world’s worst soldier". On 
demobilisation he joined the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra, where he 
played under some of the greatest 
conductors of the day including Bruno 
Walts; Wilhelm Fhrtwangier and Victor 
de Sabata. After two years he found this 


experience “too noisy", abandoned 
orchestral playing for a year and went 
to live on a boat on the Thames to "think 

things out". 

He returned to double-bass playing 
in 1949 when he became principal with 
the Boyd Neel Orchestra, one of only two 
chamber orchestras in existence at 
the time. He remained with them for 
many years after they bad become the 
Philomusica. “I was lucky because they 
played so much baroque music and I just 
like baroque music," 

Despite his reputation as one of the 
best exponents of his instrument, he 
never regarded the double-bass with 
much respect He once said: "I’ve always 
been grateful that I learned to play the 

bass -you can always keep the wolf from 

the door, and you don't have to practise 
the thing.” 

As a composer he took things more 
seriously and wrote a trumpet concer- 
to and a violin concerto, and bis pub- 
lished works included a number of 
symphonic works and chamber music 
for strings, wind and brass. His first sym- 
phony used to be performed quite often 
but Baines thought it "too corny" so he 
spent two years writing another which 
wasn't But as no one else appeared to 
share this view, the Baines Symphony 
No 2 remained in obscurity. 

The story of how Francis Baines 
started his quest for instruments is al- 
most Chestertoniaa He had just missed 
a train at Nottingham one Sunday 
morning and took a walk to peer in the 
shop windows. He discovered a junk 
shop where a brass plate read “Lessons 
Given on the Viola de Gamba”. When 
□ext in Nottingham he visited the shop 
and bought a bass viol which turned out 
to be made by Ross, one of the most dis- 
tinguished of the early 17th-century 



Baines: ‘You can always keep the 
wolf Grom the door* 

makers. From this time onwards Baines 
scoured the country looking for instru- 
ments and managed to find a matched 
consort of viols made by another famous 
17th-century maker, Henry Jaye. In 
1959 he founded the “Jaye Consort of 
Viols" which went on to become one 
of the most celebrated of the early 
music groups, and with whom Baines 
continued to perform until 1992. 

Baines never appeared to take him- 
self or anything else, for that matter: 
seriously. But behind the quick, dry 
throwaway humour there was a histo- 
ry of solid work and a real contribution 
to the musical life of Britain. He was a 
visiting professor at the Royal College 
of Music, for many years a lecturer and 
demonstrator in schools, and at one time 
ensemble coach to the Oxford Univer- 
sity Music Club. He also founded the 


Chamber Music Club of the Mary Ward 
Settlement in London when he was a 
Lecturer there from 1948 to 1950. 

At Aldeburgfa in the Fifties and Six- 
ties he was a frequent performer at the 
festival displaying his versatility by 
playing the double-bass, the French bag- 
pipes (the musette), pipe and taboc 
shawm and hurdy-gurdy. He took part 
in a performance of the Schubert 
“Rout” quintet with Beqjamin Britten 
and the Amadeus Quartet and played no 
fewer than nine instruments in a record- 
ing of medieval music made many 
years ago. 

In 1992 Baines and his violinist wife, 

June (known pro fessionally as FTreateth 
Hardy), retired to live in Co Cork in Ire- 
land, where they grew all their own pro- 
duce and played music together every 
day. As a couple they were inseparable 
and, when June died at the end of Feb- 
ruary, Baines was devastated and lost 
the will to live. 

Many years ago Francis Baines told 
me that, although he enjoyed makin g 
music per se, he longed' to give up 
public performing and lead a leisurely 
life doing what he really enjoyed. He was j 
one of those rare people who somehow 
managed to achieve a great deal in his 
field without becoming pompous or 
conceited, because he never lost his 1 
sense of wonder. He was totally unpre- 
dictable and very good company - in 
other words, that v anishing breed, the 
true eccentric. 

Margaret Campbell 

Francis Alhelstcme Baines . double- 
bass player, bom Oxford II April 
2917; twice married, secondly June 
Hardy (died 1999; two sons and one 
daughter); died BaHydehob, Co Cork 
4 April 1999. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 

BIRTHS 


O ’FARRELL: On 9 April, in 
Chichester; to Joanna and Sean, 
k a gorgeous son, Seamus Fred. 
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Deaths 


MELJVES: Barbara Joan (nee 
Thompson', on 13 April 1999. 
Beloved wife of Charles Francis 
Mitnes, much-loved mother of 
JuCe Jaffray. Caroline Cronson, 
and Paul Milnes, and grand- 
mother of Christopher; lsobel 
and Noah. Rmeral Mass at St 
Joseph’s Church, Christchurch, 
at 9.45am on Thursday 22 April, 
followed by cremation. Fhmily 
flowers only but donations if 
desired may be sent for “Silver- 
ways Nursing Home" to Miller 
Bros and F.B. Butler Ltd, 
Fbnentl Directors. 119 Bargates. 
Christchurch, Dorset. Telephone 
01202 485439. 


MEMORIAL 

Services 


BRAMALL: A memorial .service 
for Sir Ashley BramaffwiH be 
held an Tuesday !! May 1999 at 
St Sariouris Church, St George's 
Square, Pimlico, SW1, at 630pm. 

A Memorial Service 
for Dr G-H-W. CDadie' Hylands 
will be held in King's College 
mL Chapel, Cambridge, at 2JOpm, 
* Saturday 8 May 1999. AH are 
welcome. 
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In Memoriam 


LANG: Violet, Happy Birthday 
today. Remembering always afl 
the nappy HmM and laughter. 
Never far away. Much love. 
Elisabeth. 


Fbr Gazette BIBTHS. MAR- 
RIAGES * DEATHS, telephone 
0171-293 2012 or fax to 0171- 
293 2010; notices are charged 
at £950 a fine (VAT extra). 


[■ ^ IN 1963, Mikhail Moiseevich 
, Botvinnik defended his world 
championship title for what 
turned out lo bs the last time. 
His stage-struck opponent, 
Tigran Petrosian, lest exe- 
crably in the first game iKit sta- 
bilised. won excellently in the 
fifth and ultimately ran out the 
convincing winner with five 
wins, two losses and 15 draws. 
Shorn of the right to a return 
match which he had exercised 
and won against both Smyslov 
and Thl Botvinnik bowed out 
and Petrosian remained cham- 
pion untQ Boris Spassky de- 
feated him at the second 
attempt in 1969. 

Both Botvinnik and Pet- 
rosian are now dead but fee 
current (January 1999) rating 

list includes no fewer than four 

Botvinniks and seven Fetros- 
r - fans, of whom one Botvinnik 
and two Petrosians - Tigran 
and Tigran A, bear the first 
name? of feelr illustrious fore- 
nwnas. And indeed I believe 
that Mikhail Botvinnik from 
Belarus (born January 1983) 
recently played the Armenian 
Tigran Petrosian (born Sep- 
tember 1984) in a youth tour- 


BIRTHDAYS 

TODAY: Mrs Shimavo 
Bandaranalke, former prime 
minister of Sri Lankn, 83; Mr 
Chris Barber, jazz musician, 
69; Mr John Barrett, tennis 
commentator, 68; Mr Norman 
Cowans, cricketer 38; Miss 
Roth Etch ells, former Princi- 
pal, St John's College, Durham, 
68; Miss Clare Frauds, novel- 
ist and yachtswoman, 53; Miss 
Jane Griffiths MP. 45; Mrs 
Anne Harris, former national 
chairman. National (federation 
of Women’s Institutes, 74; Miss 
Olivia Hussey, actress, 48; Mr 
Henry KeQy, television 
presentee 53: Mr James Last, 
bandleader 70; Hie Hon Sir 
Humphrey Maud, Deputy Sec- 
retary General of the Common- 
wealth, 65; Sir Peter Morris, 
Nuffield Professor of Surgery, 
Oxford University 65; Mr 
Riccardo Patrese, grand prix 
driver 45; Mrs Dora Saint 
(“Miss Read"), writer 86; 

Mrs Eileen Stamers-Smith, 
former Headmistress, Malvern 
Girls’ College, 70: Dr Michael 
Stroud, explorer 44; Sir 
Michael Vernon, former chair- 
man, RNU, 73; The Right Rev 
John Yates, former Bishop of 
Gloucester; 74- 

TOMORROW: Miss Avrfl 
Angers, actress, 77; The Hon 
Michael Beloff QC. President, 
Trinity College, Oxford, 57; 

Dr Cfive Booth, former Vice- 
Chancellor; Oxford Brookes 
University; 56; Mr Alan 
Devereux, former chairman, 
Scottish Tburist Board, 66; Miss 
Barbara Hale, actress, 77; Sir 
Peter Hordern, chairman, 

Fina, 70; Mr Peter Jeffrey, 
actor, 70; Mr Mark Kingston, 
actor, 65; Mr Christopher 
Lawrence, managing director 
London Philharmonic, 49; Mr 
Malcolm Marshall, cricketer, 
41; Lord Mason of Barnsley, 
former MR 75; Miss Hayley 
Mills, actress, 53; The Rev 
Dominic MHroy OSB, former 
Headmaster, Ampleforth Col- 
lege. 67; Baroness Platt of 
WritUe, former chairman. 

Equal Opportunities Commis- 
sion, 76; The Right Rev Dr_ 
Edward Roberts, former Bish- 
op of Elly 9i; Mr David Raffley 
MP, 37; Mr Ian Taylor MP. 54; 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 
□ament, though I can't for the 
life of me remember - or 
discover- more precise details. 

It must be something of a 
burden to carry such a name. 
The said Mikhail Botvinnik 
recently played in the 15th 
memorial tournament in mem- 
ory of fee originally Polish 
Moshe Czerniak (1910-1984), 
which took place from 28 
March to 8 April in Tel Aviv. 

The category 10 tournament 
was won convincingly by fee 
23-year-old Dov Zifroni from 
Herzliya, who achieved his 
final Grandmaster norm 
and so becomes the newest 
Israeli Grandmaster, 

Zifroni on 7/9 was a point 
dear of fee 19-year-old Alik 
Gershon (also Israel as are all 
others if not specified* whose 
6/9 was also enough for a GM 
norm There followed Bykbov- 
sky (Russia) 5.5, Greenfield, 
Kantsler and Lutz (Germany) 
5, AKerman 4-5, Tibor Karofyi 
(Hungary) 3 while Botvinnik 
(Belarus) and Blees (Holland) 
were last on 2. 

That poor Botvinnik, who is 
rated 2^39, does not (yet) play 
like fee iron logician” M ikh a il 


Gazette 


Sir Teddy Ifeyfor MP, 62; Sir 
Edgar Unsworth, former Chief 
Justice, Gibraltar, 93. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

TODAY 

Births: John Fferd. playwright. 
1586; John Pierpont Morgan, 
financier; 1837; Rons tan tin os 
Petrou Kavafis (Constantine 
Cavafy), poet, 1863; lan Hay 
(John Hay Beith), novelist, 1876; 
Sir (Charles) Leonard WtoUey 
archaeologist. 1880: Nikita 
Sergeyevich Khrushchev, Russ- 
ian leader, 1894; Thornton Niven 
Wilder, novelist and playwright, 
1897; Lindsay Gordon Anderson, 
film, television and theatre 
director. 1923. 

Deaths: Marie de Rabutin 
Chantal, Marquise de Sevigne, 
1696; Benjamin Franklin, writer, 
diplomat and scientist, 1790; 
Catherine Maria Ffenshawe, 
painter and poet, 1834; William 
Henry Ireland, forger of Shake- 
spearean manuscripts, 1835; 
Scott Brady (Gerald Tierney), 
acton 1985. 

On this day: at Dordrecht 
(Dort), Holland, the sea broke 
through the dykes, and over 
100,000 people were drowned. 
1421; Martin Luther was excom- 
municated by the Diet of 
Worms, 1521; the Republic of 
Guatemala was founded. 1839: 
the Empire Theatre. London, 
opened as the Royal London 
Panorama, 1870; Turkey 
declared war on Greece, 1897; 
Yugoslavia surrendered to the 
Germans, 1940; Premium Sav- 
ings Bonds were introduced In 
Britain, 1956; the attempted 
invasion of Cuba took place at 
the Bay of Pigs, 1961; in Czecho- 
slovakia, Alexander Dubcek was 
replaced by Dr Gustav Husak 
as first secretary of the Com- 
munist Party, 1969; in Cambo- 
dia, the civil war ended after 
the capital, Phnom Penh, sur- 
rendered to the Khmer Rouge 
forces, 1975; a policewoman. 
Yvonne Fletcher; was shot dead 
outside tfae Libyan embassy in 
London, 1984. 

Today is the Ffeast Day of St 
Aybert, St Donnan and Others, 
St Innocent of Tortona. St Map- 


Moiseevich is evident from this 
attractive game. 

In a French Defence White 
got a kingside attack and Lutz 
decided to "go for it" with the 
piece sacrifice 15 Qe3!? Per- 
haps Black should play 17 
...Bxg2 to control hi since 18 
Bxg6 fiegfi IS Qxe6+ Qf7 20 
Rxg6+ Kh7 21 Rh6+ Kg8 is 
onfy a draw, 19 Rah4 defended 
fee d pawn in preparation for 
20 Rh7. If 21 .. .Rd6 (to prepare 
flight starting ...Kd7> 22 Rh8 
Qg7 23 R4h7 traps the queen. 
At the end it’s mate in two. 

White: Christopher Lutz 

Black: Mikh ail Botvinnik 
French Defence 


le4efi 
2d4d5 
3Nc3Nc6 
4 NO m 
5Bg5dxe4 

6 Nxe4 Be? 

7 BxflSBxftj 

8 Bb5 0-0 

9 Qd2 Bd? 

10 0-0-0 Nb8 

11 Bd3Bc6 
12Nxffi+ QxfB 
13 Ng5g6 ' 
14h4h6 


15 Qe3!? hxgS 

16 hxgS Qg7 

17 RhG RdB 
lSRdhl KfS 

19 Rlh4 Kfi7 

20 Rh7Qg8 

21 c4 Na6 

22 d5 Bd7 

23 Qe5 Nc5 
24d6+!cxd6 
25Qffi+ Ke8 

26 Rxf7 Nxd3+ 

27 Kbl Qxf7 
28RhB+ 1*0 


palicus and Others, St Robert of 
Chaise-Dieu and St Stephen 
Harding. Ifeday is also the first 
day of the Muslim New Yean 


TOMORROW 
Births: Lucrezia Borgia. 

Duchess of Fferrara. daughter of 
Pope Alexander VI, 1480; Sir 
Francis Baring, banker and 
merchant, 1740; George Henry 
Lewes, journalist and critic. 

1817; Henry Clarence Kendall, 
poet, 1839; Sir George Clausen, 
painter; 1852. 

Deaths: Filippino Lippi, painter; 
1504; John Leland, antiquary. 
1552; George Jeffreys, first 
Baron Jeffreys of Vfera, judge, 
1689; Jean-Bap tiste Isabey. 
painter; 1855; Sir Robert Smirke. 
architect 1867: Gustave 
Moreau. Symbolist painter, 1898; 
Florrie Fbrde, music hall 
artiste, 1940; Albert Einstein, 
physicist 1955; Ben Hecht, jour- 
nalist and playwright, 1964; 
Benny Hill (Alfred Hawthorn 
Hill), comedian, 1993; Dame 
Elisabeth Frink, sculptor 1993. 

On this day: Paul Revere. 
American silversmith and patri- 
ot made his dramatic ride from 
Charleston to Lexington. 1775: 
the 2,000 Guineas horse-race 
was first run at Newmarket 
1809: the remains of David 
Livingstone were interred in 
Westminster Abbey 1874; the 
Natural History Museum in 
South Kensington was opened, 
1881; San Francisco was devas- I 
tated by a great earthquake, 

1906; the International Court of 
Justice was opened at the 
Hague, 1946; the League of 
Nations was formally dissolved, 
and its assets handed over to 
the United Nations, 1946; the 
Republic of Ireland Act came 
into force, when Eire became a 
republic, 1949; London Bridge 
was sold to a US oil company; 
the bridge was later re-erected 
in Arizona. 1968; the US Senate 
voted that, in 1999. the Panama 
Canal would be turned over to 
the Republic of Panama, 1978. 

Tomorrow is the Feast Day of 
St Apollonius the Apologist. 

Saints Eleutherius and Anthia, 

St Galdinus, St Ides bald and St 
Laserian or Molaisse. 


LECTURES 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Rachel 
Barnes, “Feasts (HD; Rem- 
brandt. Belshazzar's ffeosT, 
12 pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum; 
Maxine Smitheram, “Fashion- 
able Dress 1B25-1850", 2pm. 
Tate Gallery: Laurence 
Bradbury. “Pyrotechnics in 
Paint”, lpm. 

British Museum: Lorna Oakes, 
“Assyrian Royal Sculpture", 
11.30am; Lorna Oakes, “Royal 
Sculpture of Ancient Egypt”, 
1.30pm. 

TOMORROW 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Maxine Smitheram, “Ttextile 
Design 1825-1850”, 2pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: 
Rebecca Lyons, "G.F. Watts and 
the Pre-Raphaelite Aesthetic”, 
3pm. 


Receptions 

Skill 

Baroness Darcy de Knayth, 
President, hosted a reception 
for the 25th anniversary of Skill 
(National Bureau for Students 
with Disablities) yesterday 
evening at the House of Lords, 
London SWl. Lord Ashley of 
Stoke, Lord Morris of Manches- 
ter and Ms Barbara Whters. 
Chief Executive of Skill, were 
the speakers. 


Royal 

engagements 


TTie Princess Royal, Chief Comman- 
dant for Women in the Royal Navy, 
today visit!, the Royal Naval Reserve 
Training Centre at KMS Rtnrttrd. 
Tilton Road. Birmingham. 


CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

TODAY- The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts the Queen's 
Life Guard at Bone Guards. 1 lam: 
Nijmegen Company Grenadier Guards 
mounts the Queen's Guard, at Bucking- 
ham Palace. 11.30am, hand provided by 
the Grenadier Guards. TOMORROW: 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment mounts the Queen's Life Guard aL 
Horse Guards. 4pm. 


BRIDGE 


ALAN HIRON 


IN A good slam on this deal. 
South's first plan turned out to 
be unfeasible and he fell back 
on what he described as “fee 
best percentage play". This 
also failed, perhaps a little 
unluckily but can you spot fee 
winning line that he missed? 

North opened One Dia- 
mond, East overcalled with 
One Heart, and South (quite 
practically) decided to force to 
game wife Two Spades - rea- 
soning that he might well find 
it difficult to catch up if he bid 
only One Spade. North, with his 
excellent controls, was happy 
to co-operate; fee final contract 
was Six Spades against which 
West led the two of hearts. 

Declarer’s first idea was a 
good one - he planned to draw 
trumps in two rounds, elimin- 
ate the hearts and dubs, and 
end-play East by finessing the 
ten of diamonds. Then East 
would have to concede a ruff 
and discard or return a dia- 
mond. However, when the 
trumps proved to be 3-0. this 
was no longer an option be- 
cause of West’s nine of spades, 
for East would be able to exit 
safety with a heart Declarer fell 


Game all; dealer North 
North 

♦ S 4 2 
7AK? 

A 10 9 b 4 

♦ A3 

St East 


♦ 5 3 
7*108 2 

*7 2 


”OJ 9 5 4 

:kq3 

♦KJ865 


♦ O 1(1 9 7 2 4KJ86 5 

Sooth 

♦ AKOJ 1U76 
T6 3 
OJS5 

+4 

back on repeated finesses in 
diamonds and so failed. 

Any ideas? Dry exactly five 
rounds of trumps, discarding 
two diamonds from dummy. 
East must keep all of his dia- 
monds and so has to make 
five other discards. Now, only 
now. declarer ruffs both a heart 
and a dub in his own hand. This 
reduces North, East and South 
to three diamonds apiece and, 
finally, a finesse of fee ten of 
diamonds end-plays East It 
would have been an unusual 
combination of a squeeze with- 
out the count and an end-play. 
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Historical Notes 

James Davidson 


What does fish have 
to do with democracy? 


READING THE vast array of 
fragments of lost comedies 
from classical Athens, you 
cannot fafl to be struck by fee 
number of references to 
seafood. It is not simply fee 
number of them which is so 
striking as the fact that 
seafood seems completely to 
dominate dreams of lavish 
feasts. No description of a 
splendid dinner is complete 
without its tuna, its eels, its 
sea bass, groupers, lan- 
goustines, sea-urchins and 
some other species we have 
yet to identify: ‘'boar fish", 
“grey fish", “Rhodian dog 
fish” There were a few deli- 
cacies which had nothing to 
do with fee sea: Lydian stew; 
sow’s womb, smoked pig’s 
knuckles, but they are quite 
overwhelmed by all fee mol- 
luscs, crustaceans and fish. 

Fish is presented as an 
irresistible temptation: what 
corrupt politicians spend 
their Hi-gotten gains on; what 
handsome .boys surrender 
their virtue for; the reason 
why criminals turn to a life 
of crime. We happen to know 
that in Spring 421 BCE three 
comedies in competition at- 
tacked Aeschylus’s nephew 
Melanfeius for his devotion 
to fish. One of them. Aristo- 
phanes' Peace, survives. It 
describes Melanfeius as a 
skate-snatching harpy, Ar- 
mageddon for the denfeens of 
the deep. Yet another come- 
dy. Archippus’s The Fish, 
took fee “war" between men 
and fish as its central theme. 
A chorus line of men dressed 
up in fishy costumes offered 


In malm ppflfY* and tn ahafnin 
from eating saOors lost at sea 
on one condition, that their 
dread enemy, Melanfeius, be 
banded over to them in chains. 

The Greek passion for 
seafood looks rather bizarre 
to us and serves as a useful 
reminder feat although no 
human society has been in- 
vulnerable to fee so-called 
pleasures of fee flesh, which 
include drinking and sex as 
well as eating, these plea- 
sures manifest themselves 
rather differently and wife dif- 
ferent intensities in different 
places and times. We are 
hardly surprised to find that 
the Greeks loved wine, but 
their amdety about its ef- 
fects will be less familiar. 
They seem to have had little 
sense of alcohol as an addic- 
tive drug, but they thought 
a slug of neat wine could 
drive you crazy or even kill 
you stone dead (as it killed 

AlwawWflifi Gnat and Hpp . 

haestion his beloved friend). 

Greek men were also, con- 
trary to popular perception, 
well able to appreciate the 
charms of fee opposite sex. 
However; although marriage 
was a necessity and brothels 
commonplace and slave- 
girls always available for a 
hurried grope whHe fee wife 
was out of fee room, it was 
feehetaeras, the courtesans, 
who seem to have dominat- > 
ed heterosexual daydreams, ' 
women whose role can only 
be explained in a Greek 
context, a role which has no 
obvious parallel in our own 
society. In fact fee difficulty 


in defining hetaeras - pros- 
titutes. mistresses, models, 
entertainers, friends - is a 
central element in their iden- 
tity. When you went to a 
brothel you got your obols- 
worth, but a hetaera might he 
thrilled wife fee beautiful 
necklace you bought for her 
and still turn you down. She 
was open to offers, but by 
no means for sale. Her most 
valuable asset was an un- 
graspable image, which is 
why, when she heard she 
had fea t ured in an erotic fan- 
tasy one particular hetaera 
sued for payment Hie judge 
ordered the defendant to 
bring fee sum demanded fa to 
court and allowed the hetaera 
to grasp its shadow. A poor 
judgment said the hetaera 
on hearing this apoc- 
ryphal story, fee shadow of 
money is not nearly so 
satisfying as an erotic dream. 

Placing pleasure in his- 
torical context is useful in 
itseLE, but a large part of 
Courtesans and Fishcakes 
is devoted also to making a 
link between pleasure and the 
mainstream of Greek, or 
rather Athenian, history, the 
world of politics and empires. 
What does fish have to do 
with democracy? What does 
fish have to do wife war; wife 
revolution? Well, as it turns 
out, much more than you 
would ever ima gin e. 

James Davidson is the 
author of ‘Courtesans and 
Fishcakes: the consuming 
passions of classical Athens' 
(Fontana. £9.99) 


The choice between 
exile and death 


IN THE summer of AD 622, a 
Jewish peasant from Medina 
spotted two weary travellers 
heading towards the shade of 
a palm tree. He recognised fee 
two men to be the Muslim 
Prophet Mohamed and his ally 
Abu Bake He knew that having 
just escaped from Mecca, they 
were seeking asylum in Medi- 
na. He did not know, however; 
feat their arrival was to mark, 
for millions yet unborn, the be- 
ginning of a new era of history. 

Muslims date their lunar 
calendar from fee date of Mo- 
hamed’s “departure" (htjnu 
from his native city of Mecca, 
a city be was destined to con- 
quer, without bloodshed, some 
10 years la ten Why not count 
from the year 610 when the first 
verses of the Holy Koran were 
revealed? Why not fee birth of 
fee Prophet? Why not his 
death? Why not fee Muslim 
victory at the decisive battle of 
Badr which marked fee begin- 
ning of the annihilation of the 
pagan power structure of fee 
Meccan aristocracy? 

We see the reasons for the 
Muslim choice by examining 
fee significance of fee Hijra. 
This event divides the Koran 
into its Meccan and Medinan 
portions, the moral preaching 
giving way to more legal and 
political injunction. The Hijra, 
perbaps fee most influential 

emigration in history, effec- 
tively transformed Islam from 
a tiny persecuted and power- 
less minority into a religious su- 
perpower in embryo. An 
unarmed apostle who had 
taught the iconoclastic creed for 
13 years in Mecca aroused hos- 
tility; fee i m pe n itent city drove 
him out on pain of assassina- 
tion. Mohamed was already in 
his early fifties when he em- 
barked reluctantly on fee road 
to exile. 

Many Christians have criti- 
cised Mohamed’s decision to 
leave his native dty to build an 
alternative power structure in 
Medina. The Hijra has been 
seen as a decisive pohticisatian 
of Islam whereby a spiritual 
creed was morally compro- 
mised. In his darkest horn; at 
fee watershed of his prophetic 
careec the argument runs, Mo- 
hamed betrayed his vocation. 

Unlike Jesus and other true 
servants of fee Word, he failed 
to resist fee temptation of 


worldly power. He opted for a 
fellowship of faith and force: 
Mohamed established by fee 
sword what he taught by the 
pen. Christ by contrast, it is 
concluded, never moved to 
his Medina: he stayed in 
Jerusalem and drank from the 
cup of suffering love in the 
agony of Gethsemane. 

A Muslim might retort that 
fee Arabian Apostle, face to face 
wife Pontius PQate. would have 
given him a lot more to do 
than merely wash his hands. 
If such M uslim triumphalism 
is shallow and disrespectful 
to fee Christian conscience, 
equally unfair to Islam is this 
Christian accusation a gains t 
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Reason 

Shabbir akhtar 

Islamic New Year 
begins tomorrow. It 
is dated from the 
moment the Prophet 
Mohamed fled 
from Mecca. So 
why commemorate a 
time of defeat? 


Mohamed. After all the situa- 
tions in first-century Palestine 
and seventh-century Arabia 
were hardy comparable. For 
Jesus the military option would 
not have feasible, even if he 
had wanted to chose it; but 
Mohamed lived in a part of fee 
world the Romans dismissed 
as Arabia Deserta. Is this an 
accident of history or the 
providence of God? 

Whichever answer we may 
give to that question, if men are 
to do good effectively in this 
world, they must act in associ- 
ation -and no form of associa- 
tion, no matter how large, can 
afford to rest solely upon com- 
munity of purpose, implicit 
agreement of opinion or even 
the cementing influence of 
charismatic leadership. If such 
associations, along wife fee in- 
tensely shared vision they em- 


body are to stand up against ex- 
ternal attack by a hostile world 
or even against the menace of 
internal dissension, they must 
be able to count daily not only 
upon fee firm loyalty of mem- 
bers but also upon fee wide- 
spread recognition of the need 
for struggle, including violent 
struggle, against those pro- 
fane forces intolerant of fee 
good. This is the reasoning of 
the Koran in feat matter of 
armed struggle (jihad) which 
has for so long alienated those 
readers of the text who are 
reared in the ethos of meekness 
and pacific protest against evil. 

History gives us no example 
of a more honest statesman 
than Mohamed, this prophet- 
politician from Mecca, who 
taught his followers to repay 
goodness wife gratitude but 
evil wife justice. His frankness 
about the need for power in this 
corrupt world is often mistak- 
en for a Machiavellian hist for 
domination at worst and a mis- 
placed fanaticism on behalf of 
God at best. The truth lies in 
neither verdict - assuming that 
truth is what we seek and, in the 
case of believers, by the grace 
of God find. And fee truth is 
that, though good men may 
preach ceaselessly on behalf 
of the good cause, the world 
rarefy casts its vote for good- 
ness. We recognise fee moral 
superiorities attaching to the 
words of prophets but we also 
learn to ignore their petitions. 

The last word is everywhere 
and always about peace. ’‘Be- 
lievers," commands fee Koran, 
“enter frilly into a state of 
peace." This is fee final im- 
perative of all authentic reOgion. 
But fee pursuit of such a whole- 
some and enduring peace, 
founded on mercy and sus- 
tained by justice, is a risky 
affair. "We looked for peace," 
laments Jeremiah, “and no 
good came." 

Many have since looked for 
peace and much evil comes of 
it Rw paradcodcafly we still five 
in the kind of world where, as 
we see in the case of Nato's 
bombing of Serbia, we often 
need to wage a war in order to 
secure a hearing for peace. 

Shabbir Akhtar is a Muslim 
philosopher currently iboffc- 
ing on a bock on St John's 
Gospel 
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Tom Waits is a man out of sync. With his pie-eyed bar-room ballads and primal bone-banging, h e’s always stood at odds with the 
industry. Now he’s back with a magnificent new album and tail tales from the wild wood. Anyone for a banana slug? By Barney — „ 



F ew of the patrons of 
the China light diner 
in Santa Rosa look 
up when Ttom Whits 
shuffles through the 
door. Attired in 
coarse indigo denim 
and clutching a bulky leather brief- 
case, to them he’s merely another 
street eccentric. Just as he blended 
effortlessly into the barfly demi- 
monde of sleazoid Hollywood in the 
days when he was bellowing songs 
such as “The Piano Has Been Drink- 
ing”, so now - despite living in 
rural bliss with a wife and three chil- 
dren - Waits can wander into a Chi- 
nese diner in northern California 
without causing a commotion. 

Then again, when you're sat 
down with him and he's yanked a 
battered paperback called The Ul- 
timate Book of Oddities out of the 
briefcase, Thomas Alan Waits hardly 
looks like your average Joe. Perhaps 
it's the little swatch of white-grey 
hair beneath his lower lip, or the nest 
of dark red locks scrunched under 
his old fedora. Maybe it's the deep, 
growling voice - pitched somewhere 
between Lord Buckley and Leonard 
Cohen - in which he speaks of 
upcoming local attractions such as 
the Banana Slug Festival. 

“They're gelatinous gastropods 10 
inches long, and people cook with 
them." he grunts. ■They’re indige- 
nous to this area. A nephew of mine 
asked me to capture and send him 
one. We did, and it was a big hit" 
The truth is. Waits doesn’t much 
care for the interview ritual, even if 
this one is to promote his terrific new 
album Mule Variations. It might be 
different if he could talk an day about 
banana slugs, but the realities of the 
modem music industry behove him 
to address the many ramifications 
of his three-decade career. It's prob- 
ably a good thing that he only comes 
out of hiding every few years. 

Recorded in a small studio in 
Cotati, near Whits’ home. Mule Vhri- 
ations gives us the 49-year-old 
singer in all his favoured (dis)guis- 
es, from Dada-esque bluesman to 
maudlin bafladeer and back again. 
One minute his guttural groans 
suggest a (tying Howlin' Wolfi the 
next he’s at the .'lour upright 
crooning gruffly to his wile and col- 
laborator Kathleen Brennan. Less 
crazed than Bone Machir* (1992) or 
The Black Rider (19931, the album 
has a rough-hewn feel th t screams 
backwater contentmec' If one ex- 
cepts “Blind Love", Ids 985 collab- 
oration with Keith Richards, it may 
be as close as Tom Waits ever 
comes to making a country record. 

Mule Variations is very different 
from his 1972 debut Closing Time, 
or any of the other albums that made 
Waits' name in the Seventies. Fbr 
then he played the part of a pie-eyed 
LA hipster who'd retreated into the 
pre-rock universe of Jack Kerouac 
and The [onions Monk. Just how 
“real" the Chari es-Bukowski-smgs- 
Mickey-Spillane persona of The 
Heart af Saturday Night (1974) and 
Nighthawks at the Diner (1975) 
was. remains a sore point 
“It’s a ventriloquist act everybody 
does one," he says a touch impa- 
tiently. “People don’t care whether 
you’re telling the truth or not they 
just want to be told something they 
don’t already know." 


Whether it was “true" or not 
Waits, by the end of the Seventies, 
had grown weary of his alcoholic- 
beatnik persona, and especially of 
the way his slurry ballads were 
being smothered by overly lush or- 
chestrations. In 1982, following his 
superb soundtrack for Francis Ford 
Coppola’s One From The Heart, he 
took an abrupt detour off Beatnik 
Boulevard. Producing himself for the 
first time, he enlisted a fresh group 
of musicians to help him forge a new 
sonic language: knotty, neo-primi- 
tivist, and completely unlike any- 
thing that was being made in that 


soulless, upscale decade. Inspired by 
cult composer and instrument- 
builder Harry Partch’s concept of 
“corporeality" - of “sound grounded 
in the body” - Waits made the as- 
tounding feat of self-reinvention 
that was Swordfishtrombones. 

“I was trying to find some new 
channel or breakthrough for myself" 
he says. “It was like growing up and 
hitting the roof, because you have 
this image that other people have of 
you, based on what you've put out 
there so far and how they define you 
and what they want from you. It's dif- 
ficult when you try to make some 


kind of a turn or a change in the 
weather for yourself" 

Even those Waitsians wedded to 
an image of their hero wallowing in 
a Hollywood gutter were stunned by 
the brilliant eclecticism of Sivord- 
ftshtrorhbones and its successors. 
Listening again to the album - and 
to Rain Dogs u985i and Frank’s 
Wild Years (1987) - what continues 
to astonish is just how earthy and 
radically lo-fi they are. At a time 
when pop music was being buried 
under layers of studio gloss, Waits 
reduced his sound to a few anti- 
quated keyboards, some makeshift 


percussion, and a guitarist, Marc 
Ribot, who seemed to play with a fla- 
grant disregard for the right notes. 

“I wanted to find music that felt 
more like the people who were in the 
songs, rather than everybody being 
kind of dressed up in the same out- 
fit," he says. “The people in my ear- 
lier songs might have had unique 
things to say and have come from 
diverse backgrounds, but they ail 
looked the same." 

As he had always done. Waits 
sang of drifters and grifters, amiable 
losers like the bumbling trio in Jim 
Jarmusch's Doum By Law. played 


by Waits, John Lurie, and Roberto 
BenignL How apt that Waits should 
have worked with Jarmusch, whose 
dry, low-key Eighties comedies now 
look like black-and-white blueprints 
for every hip, quirky movie made in 
the ensuing decade. Back in 1987, 
when both Doum By Law and 
Frank's Wild Years were made, pop 
culture was all about Madonna and 
Michael Jackson, Stallone and 
Schwarzenegger. TWelve years later, 
the Waits/Jarmusch aesthetic is 
everywhere: in every Elmore 
Leonard movie adaptation and post- 
grunge album of skewed Americana. 


Ebr 15 years. Waits has been a 
totemic figure fora generation of al- 
ternative ads who want their music 
to sound dirty, visceral, and hu m a n . 
Prom the gothic swamp-rock of 
Nick Cave and PJ' Harvey to the 
muddy grooves of the Beta Band ami 
the st op ping blues-punk of Jon 
Spencer, Whits is the hidden pres- 
ence behind so much music that 
rages against mechanical , bland- 
ness. Just as Waits himselT fused 
partch’s fantastical ensembles with 
the Dada blues of Captain Beefheart 
and the add schmaltz of Randy 
Newman, so these Nineties acts 
have variously combined rock and 
hip hop with the sound ofWaits’ self- 
styled “mutant dwarf orchestra 71 . 

Perhaps what these people love 
most about Waits is how resolutely 
he's refused to sell out. at is a splen- 
did irony that he's probably made 
more money suing companies for 
using or impersonating his music in 
ads (ban he would have made by 
allowing it to be used.) It’s difficult 
to imagine Waits rubbing cummer- 
bunds with Robbie Robertson and 
Ahmet Ertegun at a Rock'n’Roll 
Hall ofpfcme dinner. Just as Kerouac 
and Burroughs were waging guer- 
rilla warfare against the cultural sta- 
tus quo, so has refused to cosy 
up to the rock establishment, know- 
ing how much it would compro- 
mise what he does. By his own 
admission, he’s never been much of 
a joiner-in. Tm just suspicious of 
large groups of people going any- 
where together;" lie says. 1 don't 
know why I just always have been. 
If there's 30,000 people going to see 
some event, Pm suspicious of it" 

Whits draws on the time-hon- 
oured beat strategy of dissembling, 
bluff-catting, and tall-tale-telling. He 
wriggles out of the media's grasp, re- 
fusing to be pinned down. Ebr him, 
there is no “essence" of Tom Waits, 
no message to be interpreted. In- 
stead, he roots himself in a tradition 
of “show business", exaggerating the 
very nature of “performance". 

One of the tracks on Mule Vari- 
ations is a comically spooky piece 
called “What's He BuBdtoig In 
There?" - the monologue of a pry- 
ing busybody obsessed with the 
unsavoury things his mysterious 
neighbour might be up to. (T swear 
to God I heard someone moaning 
low/Andlkeep seeing the bluelight 
of a TV show...") Aside from befog 
hysterically funny; the track almost 
functions as an allegory oFWuts’ own 
nonconformity. 

Like the man next door. Tbm 
Waits keeps to himself, working in 
the spirit of someone tinkering in a 
greasy workshop. In an America 
where any solitary activity seems to 
make people suspect that there’s a 
serial killer living next door, Waits, 
thank God, remains deeply private 
- an introvert doing his own thing 
while everyone around him tries to 
second-guess the next big trend. 

“What’s he building in there?” 
mutters the song’s curiosity-mad- 
dened speaker. “He never waves 
when he goes by. He's hiding some- 
thing from the rest of us... he’s all 
to himself." Not a bad wav of putting 
it, really. 

A longer version of this interview 
appears in the April edition of 
'Mojo' magazine 


A very human drama 



Eve Pearce and Chris Crooks in TJncIe Vanya’ 


Theatre 

UNCLE VANYA 

MERCURY THEATRE 
COLCHESTER 

vtth ~ he household in uproar 
or. J her uncle going rapidly off 
the rails, Sonya appeals to the 
professor’s better nature. “You 
must show him some compas- 
sion." she begs. The professor, 
alas, is too self-obsessed even 
to countenance someone else's 
point of view, let alone sympa- 
thise with it. 

A really fine Chekhov pro- 
duction. such as David Hunt’s 
excellent Uncle Vanya, reveals 
that however selfishly his char- 
acters may behave, they are all 
written with supreme compas- 
sion. It is this that makes the ex- 
perience of watching his plays 
so overwhelming. 

The knock-on effect of this 
extraordinaiy humanity is that, 
unlike writers whose subsidiary 
characters are there to move 
the plot or merely to reflect the 
lives of the protagonist, in 
Chekhov even actors in small 
roles rightly imagine that at any 
given moment the play is all 
about them. Indeed, this play 
could easily be entitled “Yelena, 
the Professor", or “Astrov". 

Fbr the directoc the job is all 
about balance. Cast it unevenly 


or push one actor to the fore, 
and the play foils lopridedty. Get 
the balance right, as Hunt does, 
and the audience spends an 
entire evening hanging upon 
every moment, discovering 
hidden depths in the play and 
switching sympathies. 

Take the series of confront- 
ations, beginning with young, 
plain Sonya’s confession that for 
the past six years she has 
secretly been in love with the 
idealistic Dr Astrov. Rachel 
Dowling as Yelena seizes the 
initiative. When Astrov arrives 
to show her bis plans for his 


beloved forest. Hunt lets Yelena 
control the scene by placing her 
not in the chair that Astrov 
suggests, but one in a much 
more powerful position, thus 
forcing Astrov to defer to hen It’s 
a tiny, brilliant touch that not 
only dictates the tone of the 
scene, but also sets up a status 
game that charges up the 
following confrontation as 
Astrov makes urgent, passion- 
ate love to Yelena. 

At this point, the hapless 
Vanya (a boldly foolish Gregory 
Floy) catches sight of them. 
The audience gasps, but Hunt 


thriHingly stretches the moment 
of discovery almost beyond en- 
durance, allowing us to register 
surprise, amusement and terror 
on top of one another as Vanya 
stares at them from the other 
side of the stage. 

David Knapman’s bleached 
wood set allows far a supremely 

intelligent use of wide space 
which is filled by the beautifully 
placed playing of Mike Foulton’s 
vivid, fluid translation, wonder- 
fully pivoted between darkness 
and laughter. The cast are 
never afraid to let a moment 
resonate in stillness, a sure 
sign of strength in understate- 
ment. In the final scene, when 
Astrov tries in vain to help 
gawky, gauche Sonya (Shuna 
Snow.) step down from a chair, 
she speaks volumes in silence 
in her deeply touching refusal 
to look at him. 

Amid worries about the col- 
lapse of regional repertory 
theatre, forming an ensemble 
company with no star names to 
do exciting work rather than 
programming cheap tours is a 
seriously brave option. Mount- 
ing Chekhov on just three- and- 
a-half weeks' rehearsal is 
braver still To do it so success- 
fully is cause for celebration. 

David Benedict 

7b 24 April (01206 57394SI 
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The week In Radio 


pip Torrf.ns 


“IT'S STARTED already, the 
chaos," said Sue 
MacGregor 

Betjemanesquely, after 
misplacing the weatherman 
on Saturday morning’s 
Today (Radio 4) and. 
indeed, so it proved this 
week. The Dante's Inferno 
variety appeared on 
Crossing Continents 
(Radio 4. Thursday), which 
featured the shipbreakers 
of the world's largest 
scrapyard, at AJang in 
Gujarat who beach over 
half the world's 
decommissioned vessels 
and then dissect them, by 
hand, down to rusty jetsam. 
The work is lucrative and 
suiridalty dangerous, in a 
way that the Reith lecturer 
Anthony Giddens, speaking 
on “Risk" this week in Hong 
Kong, would no doubt have 
described as “rather 
inadvisable". Workers are 
regularly lolled by foiling 
steel plates, and the only 
safety-net is the five-bed 
Red Cross hospital nearby. 

From money-spinning 
old hulks to the Rolling 
Stones. From Station to 
Stadium: the Rolling 
Stones on the Road (Radio 
2. Saturday) was an 
extremely leisurely ramble 



by the four still standing 
220 -year-olds along their 
journey from pasty-faced 
little oiks in 1964 to the 
desiccated samurai/ lovable 
cabbie status they occupy 
today. “We'd only play. like, 
four numbers and that 
would be it... not very good 
for our creativity.” mused 
Mick Jagger pathetically. 
Keith Richards drolly 
described guiding the Chief 
Constable of Chester in foil 
regalia over the rooftops, on 
his labyrinthine municipal 
escape route, at some point 
in the Sixties. 

Between sublime guitar 
riffs, the three senior 
Stones and Young Ronnie 
Wood trundled along 
Memory Lane in a 
metaphorical limo. The 
boys fondly admitted almost 
no recollection of the vast 
Hyde Park concert of 1969; 
they were, appropriately, so 
stoned that Charlie Whtts, 


from what even now 
sounded like a very reclined 
position, recalled only “the 
butterflies''... “and my wife 
befog hit on the back of the 
head by a sandwich". 

Keith conceded that 
these days, their tours ‘‘are 
an eternal quest to turn a 
Football stadium into the 
Station Hotel Richmond". 
Radio 2 ironically illustrated 
this by playing a track from 
the famously intimate El 
Mocambo Club concert of 
1976. Narrated by the 
incongruously pukka- 
sounding Paul Jones, 
himself a contender for 
Jagger’s place in the verv 
early days, this was all 
admirably witty and self- 
deprecating. 

In contrast, over on the 
grandiosely named 
Broadcasting House 
(Radio 4. Sunday), Eddie 
Mai r had Paul Carberrv 
dragged out of bed at first 
Ughtto describe just how it 
felt to be the Grand 
National winner the 
morning after the night 
before. It is said that Keith 
Richards once went without 
any sleep for a fortnight; 
here the luckless jockey 
dozed fitfully against the 
microphone while Main 
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Barenboim’s 

Berlin battle 


Ten years after the Wall came down, the Israeli pianist 
and conductor is dividing the city. By Michael Church 


T he curtain is Ming 
at the Berlin StaatS' 
open but even be- 
fore it has hit the 
floor the boos begin. 
“That’s normal for a 
Harry Kupfer show,’ 1 
says my neighbour “As far as he’s 
concerned, the more boos the 
better." But 1 notice that those who 
are booing are also simultaneously 
clapping, and that a love-in is 
developing on stage between the 
rumpled director and an equally 
rumpled Daniel Barenboim hauled 
up from the pit. 

The contradictory orgy goes on. 
with nobody wanting to leave; the 
new TbrmMuserhas lived superbly 
up -and down - to expectations. The 
opera is nobly acted and gorgeously 
sung, but its staging is in every sense 
problematic. Kupfer’s Venusberg is 
meant to represent the realm of the 
artist's imagination, but the as- 
sembled nudes who emerge from its 
grotto are a weird mefrmpe of Pom- 
peii victims, Alma-Tadema bathing 
beauties and a gilded figure remi- 
niscent of Shirley Bassey dancing 
through the credits to GoUffinger. 
The action swings bade and forth 
through the centuries until the 
whole thing is blown away in a gale 
of dead leaves. 

There may be stars on stage, but 
the real hero of the evening is the 


Staatsoper music director himself. 
Barenboim has long dreamt of 
mounting a complete Wagner cycle 
here; for him its realisation on 
Berlin’s most historic stage - once 
the glory of Communist East Berlin 

- is an event of immense signific- 
ance. “In this theatre 1 have been fol- 
lowing the cultural path that 
Germany has taken, and which led 
it so tragically astray in the Thirties," 
he tells me. “Was there something 
atavistic in Germany - or in Ger- 
mans - which made the Hiller phase 
inevitable? I wanted to ask that 
question, through music, in Berlin." 

But Barenboim is tired of attacks 
on Wagner’s anti-Semitism. “If he’d 
written a dearly anti-Semitic opera, 
I certainly wouldn't conduct it His 
operas are anti-Semitic only in so far 
as they were part of their Zeitgeist 

- the way the English mocked Ind- 
ians in the Fifties, or white Ameri- 
cans the blacks. In 19th-century 
Germany you almost had to be at 
least mildly anti-Semitic.” 

But he draws a sharp distinction 
between political natio nalism and 
cultural natio nalism, regarding the 
latter as benign. "'Who wants, in 
orchestral music, a homogenised 
international sound? In German 
language you can hear the broad up- 
beat you find in performances by 
Klemperer or FUrtwdnglez; that sus- 
taining of the sound. Things went 


wrong in the Thirties when it was de- 
cided that only Germans were cap- 
able Of producing that Ger man 
sound, an assumption of racial sup- 
eriority that lives on in Serbia." 

Then he offers an illustration. 
“Claudio Arrau was, in many ways, 
the most German of pianists, yet he 
was bom in Chile, and was pure 
Latin in his tastes. But culturally he 
felt part of the German tradition So 
it is possible; it just requires an artist 
with curiosity and intelligence. And 
from the public, an acceptance that 
somebody who is noL German really 
can play in the German way.” 

Coming from this most Germanic 
of modern pianists - whose training 
was at home in Argentina - these 
words have a particular resonance. 
His love-affair with the German 
tradition started when he spent the 
summer of his 12th year listening to 
flirtwangler rehearse, and it con- 
tinued with his collaboration with the 
Berlin Phil in the Eighties. “When 
1 was invited to join the Staatsoper, 
I didn’t hesitate: I felt I was coming 
home. In that situation -- with the 
Wall just down, and everything being 
rethought from scratch - anything 
seemed possible." And, as London 
audiences recently discovered, 
Barenboim has delivered the goods. 

Or has he? Lutz von Pufendorf, 
Berlin's secretary of state for cul- 
ture, gives me an earful which. 





Daniel Barenboim’s tenure as Intendant of die Berlin Staatsoper has been stormy, bat musically successful 


coming from a top civil servant, is 
astonishing. Barenboim’s Wagner 
fixation is “ridiculous" and inappro- 
priate for the small house; by trying 
to turn it into a mini-Bayreuth he has 
driven away the Staatsoper's trad- 
itional audience. Other crimes are 
duplication of programmes offered 
by the Deutsche Oper, West Berlin's 
opera house, and leaving his stage 
empty for many days each month. 
“And yet the Staatsoper gets the sec- 
ond-biggest subsicly in Germany!" 

Barenboim, he says through grit- 
ted teeth, is protected by a contract 
that lasts until 2002; by the end of our 
talk he is red-faced with anger. Only 
later do I learn that there is a per- 


sonal subtext he had applied for the 
job of Staatsoper Intendant, but 
was vetoed by Barenboim himself 

Barenboim shrugs him off: “He’s 
here to make his political careen Tm 
here to make music." 

But from Georg Quander the 
current Staatsoper Intendant I get 
a rebuttal that reflects all the hopes 
and anxieties assailin g the new 
Berlin. Quander concedes that the 
pre-1989 audience has gone, partly 
because ticket prices have risen by 
many thousand per cent in the post- 
Communist era. The building is 
now exquisitely refurbished, but a 
question-mark hangs over its com- 
pany's survival 


As it does over many institutions 
in this city. It’s being suggested that, 
with eight orchestras and three 
opera houses, Berlin is musically 
overprovided. But, as Barenboim 
puts it, “They're providing enough 
money for nobody to die, but for 
nobody to live property." 

Everywhere you go in this glori- 
fied building-site ofa capital you find 
vast aide ambition fed by talent from 
abroad. Kent Nagano, who has just 
been appointed to succeed Vladimir 
Ashkenazy as artistic director of the 
Deutsches Symphonic- Orch ester, 
says he was attracted by the elec- 
tricity in the ain And one of the two 
favoured contenders for Abbado’s 


soon-to-be-vacated podium at the 
Berlin Phil is our own Simon Rattle. 

The other is Barenboim, though 
he dams up when questioned about 
it He admits that he wants to reduce 
his conducting to eight months a 
year and spend the rest of his time 
at the piano. He's also embarked on 
a collaborative book about culture 
with the historian Edward Said. 

The prospect of his departure 
saddens many. “When Barenboim 
conducts, it’s like playing chamber 
music," says one musician. “When 
he’s in town, it's great” says the 
mezzo Waltraud Meier. “But when 
he isn't the energy flags. If he were 
to go, it would be a catastrophe." 


In your own time . . . 


The clowning chameleon 
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NOWADAYS, EVERY jazz festi- 
val has its funky Friday-night 
crowd-pleasen Cheltenham’s 
*Tn the Mix" - “a night of ser- 
ious grooves driven by hard 
beats” -looked good on paper 
with Ninja lime's The 

Her halfow sharing flic hill with 

DJ Pogo’s Lyrical Lounge. 
That The HerbaKser seemed to 
consist of jazz-funk musos with 
two turntables studs in the 
middte was disappointing, but 
DJ Pogo was another matter 
“Are you ready?” the MCs kept 
saying with ever-increasing ur- 
gency as the start-time was de- 
layed. We were ready all right 
Unfortunately they weren't 
We gradually realised that 
the Lyrical Lounge didn’t have 
a due what they were going to 
do. Despite having a few prop- 
er m usicians on stage, indud- 


Jazz 

CHELTENHAM 
INTERNATIONAL JAZZ 
FESTIVAL 

ing Nikki Yeoh on keyboards, 
the band hadn’t just failed to re- 
hearse, they’d not even talked 
to each other in the van on the 
way up. As this was Chelten- 
ham rather than Brooklyn, the 
audience was relatively indul- 
gent but the evening emphas- 
ised the pressing need for a 
government-appointed om- 
budsman for DJs, to investigate 
short measures and sharp 
practices in this increasingly 
troublesome sector 
Proper jazz was resumed 
the following day at the Every- 
man Theatre, when Nikki Yfeoh 
looked much happier directing 


her own big band. Infinitum +, 
in an impressive set Later 
the French pianist Martial 
Solal displayed a superbly sure 
touch on the Steinway. It’s 40 
years since Solal composed 
and played the sound-track to 
Jean-Luc Godard's A Bout de 
Souffle, but he hasn’t dated 
Solal deconstructed careworn 
standards such as “Summer- 
time" with an easy, laconic air 
that belied the intensity of the 
performance. 

Nothing in the weekend, 
however, could compete with 
the American trumpeter Dave 
Douglas. Appearing on Sunday 
night with his “Tiny Bell Trio’, 
Douglas revealed himself to be 
the most impressive new voice 
in jazz for years. Mixing up orig- 
inal compositions with the odd 
bit of Thefonious Monk, and “re- 


composed" anthems by Robert 
Schumann, Douglas and his 
band of Jim Black on drums 
and Brad Shepik on guitar 
achieved the remarkable feat of 
being playfully post-modern 
without compromising either 
the seriousness of their intent 
or their musical virtuosity. 

Compared with Douglas, 
even the American saxophon- 
ist Joe Lovano seemed to hark 
back to another era Though he 
played fluently on a range of 
horns, his boppish patterns lost 
some of their intensity in the 
enormous space of the Town 
Hall. No doubt he will be on 
great form in the more intimate 
setting of Ronnie Scott's, where 
he plays for the rest of this 
week. After Dave Douglas, 
everything else is a little pallid 
PHIL JOHNSON 


LEANDRE ENTERS, warily, 
looking like a personification of 
the Isaac Bashevis Singer line 
“My valise would not close, and 
T fastened it with string I had 
bought from the blind beg- 
gars". From his two suitcases 
he cautiously extracts props 
that seem encouraging but 
which plunge him deeper into 
terror and misery. A pair of 
umbrellas become wings that 
foil him, then a leaky boat that 
makes him the prey of a carni- 
vorous clam, the transitions 
taking place with the deftness 
of a film montage. 

A figure who would not be 
out of place in Bicyde Thieves, 
Leandre wears a hat that is 
pulled down and turned up. a 
jacket clutched tightly over 
his rounded shoulders, a waist- 
coat and cravat. He has no 


PERFORMANCE 

LEANDRE 

HACKNEY EMPIRE 
LONDON 

shirt God knows what happen- 
ed to the shirt Though his 
appearance is worrisome, 
whimsical pathetic, he doesn't 
live down to ft: his downing is 
too imaginative, his emotions 
too elemental for bathos. 

Some of his material is 
rather elemental too. No one 
who has spent Christmas in 
Leandre’s native Barcelona, 
where bad children are given 
marzipan turds, will be sur- 
prised to see that one of his 
props is a toilet seat It remains 
a toilet seat Ear from playing 
up to the audience, he regards 
it with annoyance or perplexity 
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Leandre; puzzling 

responding to applause, for 
instance, by looting puzzled, 
turning round and clapping 
the backcloth. 

Sometimes Leandre man- 
ages to triumph, if only over 
himself. As a r unning fish, he 
scoffs the bait of a fisherman, 
whom he also plays. The fish 


then uses the hook to dean his 
teeth, and, smirking, attaches 
it to an old shoe. Constructing 
a dance partner out of three 
long pieces of tape, Leandre. 
gets so carried away that she 
becomes a crumpled mass of 
tangles. He mourns her. tries 
to bury the remains, but finds 
that, even in extremis, she 
won’t let go. 

Leandre was enjoyed by 
children as much as adults, 
but. should you take your 
sprogs, be prepared. Like the 
small girl behind me they may 
well ask, when Leandre pulls 
a condom over his head and 
prepares to dive through a slit 
in a red circle, “What's he sup- 
posed to be?" 

RHODA KOENIG 

Ends tonight (0183-985 24241 


OVERVIEW 


THE FILM 

HAPPINESS 


Tbdd Solondz’s second picture is a 
comedy of kmeOness and sexual 
deviancy. It examines the complex 
relationships oF a middle-class 
family from suburban New Jersey. 


THE EXHIBITION 

KANDINSKY 
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The first British retrospective for 
the Moscow-born painter Wassily 
Kandinsky; co- Founder of tier Blaue 
Reiter and widely acknowledged as 
the originator of abstract art. 






John Caird rescripts and directs 
Leonard Bernstein's comic 
operetta Candide with Simon 
Russell Beale as Voltaire and Daniel 
Evans as Candide. 
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The brand new paperback series 
that makes light work 
of any garden. 
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CRITICAL 

VIEW 


OUR VIEW 


ON VIEW 


“Hilarious, hearr-rending and 
occasionally horrifying." wrote Anthony 
Quinn. “ Happiness leaves you with a 
nasty taste in the mouth, but it also 
leaves you feefing oddly moved, even 
enlightened." reflected The Guardian. 
“There has never been a better film 
about desperation," noted the Financial 
Times, adding, “If there is a better film 
this year, we must establish a new 
Thanksgiving Day." “Poisonous but 
gripping,” remarked The Times. 
“Exhilarating and illuminating," cried 
Time Out. “Outstanding... original, 
funny, humane and disturbing," 
reflected the Daily Mail. 


Both enlightening and 
distressing. Happiness 
reaffirms Tbdd Solondz as a 
brilliant young writer-director. 


h 


Happiness is out on general release, 

certificate 18. 140 mins 
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"I dilnk you have to admit chat the 
pictures are not much good... he simply 
can't do energy and he can’t do 
tension," opined Tom Lubbock. “A 
painting by Kandinsky is hard to grasp 
as a stable mental image, although 
fragments will stick in your mind." 
deliberated The Guardian, adding “It is 
ail a bit unconvincing." "The marvellous 
thing about his best work is that 
disintegration goes hand in hand with 
reformation. The orchestration of line, 
shape and colour is managed with 
panache. But his last pictures are 
wet, wet. wet," declared the 
New Statesman. 


Though Kandinsky is 
important in the evolution of 
modern arc, he looks more 
Imitator than innovator. 




Kandinsky is at the Royal Academy. 
London W1 . until 4 July. For bookings 
and enquiries, call 0171-300 5760 


“Caird’s version is more faithful to 
Voltaire's ideas and has impressive 
clarity, but the plodding rhythm of his 
production means that it fails to take 
fire." decided David Benedict. "It comes 
up rrumps." cried the Financial Times, 
adding, "all the energies of those 
involved carry it along its long journey, 
until it arrives at a rich blend of 
wisdom and innocence.” “Plenty of 
Voltaire's sardonic comedy and dry. wry 
outrage.” declared The Times while The 
Guardian deemed it, “Easily the most 
coherent [version] 1 have seen". “As 
beautiful as anything on the London 
stage." stated the Daily Telegraph. 


Despite being a vivid 
rendering of Voltaire's ideas. 
Caird's production is hindered 
by its lumbering pace. 


d 


Candide is at the Olivier, RNT, London 
SE1. For bookings and enquiries call 
0171-452 3000 
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• The RHS Practical Guides solve 
every gardening problem from garden 
design and improvement, to building 
structures and features, and growing 
favourite plants. 

• Packed with colour illustrations, and 
full of essential information from top 
gardening experts. 

•At : :j each, these guides are 
compact, attractive and great value. 
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EXPERT ADVICE YOU CAN TRUST 







excellent good 


POOR 


DEADLY 


Available from ail good bookshops, your DKFL advisor or visit us on www.dk.com 











!'*icrff< cr cr, n p b cr.- ca hj x ffi G. 


- 12/BOOKS 


THE WEEKEND REVIEW 

The Independent 17 Apnl_1999 



+ b.1 cv 




lSl lishS£9> 


THE BOOKS INTERVIEW 


Hopes and anchors 

First an Hon., always a rebel, Emma Tennant is causing explosions again. John Walsh talks to her 

H alftray through Emma iwaraF T "T - eraryma^me Banana*. It's mostly* 

Tennant’c ^himmprv B™EaE: £ .fr Atififa- -;?-.. membered OS a showcase for fantastic 

SgHMtS BpL. modem prose, under the ?pell ofr^ntur 

£15 99) she^uns into - - ' _ ports from South America and Europt 

Bnice Chatwin Yellow- “Borges and Marquez and TfceMasferani 

Hfl' Morjarto ™ >W «-£»£ 


H alfway through Emma 
Tennant’s shimmery 
memoir, Girlitude (Cape, 
£15.99), she runs into 
Bruce Chatwin. Yellow- 
skinned with jaundice, the 
ephebic nomad is in bed at the Paduan villa 
rented by his artist lover; Teddy Millington- 
Drake. Undismayed by Chatwin's flam , 
boyant homosexuality Ms Tennant falls for 
him instantly. She, Bruce and Teddy hit the 
road together and drive to a Pallariian 
dream-house in search of a sixth-century 
BC fragment of marble statuary featuring 
the hips and bottom of a nameless Greek 
athlete. After a long wait Bruce appears, 
his arms wrapped around the marmoreal 
bum, which he manhandles into his car - 
en route, not to Sotheby’s, but to his own 
London flat 

The Italian home of the sculpted post- 
erior is the Villa Malcontents and Emma 
Tennant wonders, rhetorically: “Where 
and how in England could the white pillars 
and rotunda and the name - Misery Halt 
Villa Discontent - exist?". The answer; of 
course, is: in her head. Fbr on the evidence 
of this grimly absorbing confessional - full 
though it is of vivid scenes, like the above 
- the author spent most of her early life in 
a state of chronic disaffection. 

Though she was bom into the moneyed, 
eccentric Tennant dynasty, into a Fifties 
world of debutante balls, private gambling 
dens, angostura bitters, imperturbable 
butlers and couples who called each other 
“Duck”, her memories are mostly of mel- 
ancholy, frustration and disastrous choices 
in l ’amour. 

“Some people have said, ‘You're very 
hard on yourself, as if you might want to 
write something where you felt pleased with 
yourself." she says with a laugh. “But it’s 
not a sad book. It’s a way of showing that 
1 could only be happy when I'm writing, and 
about a time when I wasn't or couldn't I 
didn't go to university, I hardly went to 
school, but I grew up among people well 
versed in Henry James and Proust and just 
felt this endless, total inadequacy." 

Her mother's friends included Cyril 
Connolly and Stephen Spender. Her aunt 
married the philosopher Richard Woll- 
heim. She fell so much under the thrall of 
the novelist Henry Green, a distant rela- 
tion via the family cat’s-cradle of Tennants 
and wyndhams, that she married his son 
Sebastian - just as she was later to many 
Alexander Cockbura out of. it seems, a 
generalised love for his family and his fa- 
ther. Claud. 

Literary obsessions and family connec- 
tions - and vice versa - form twisted pat- 
terns in the weave of Emma Tennant's life. 
She is well-known as both a serious novel- 
ist and an aristocratic rebel Brought up in 
Scotland, in the Gothic family mansion 
called Glen, the eldest daughter of Christo- 
pher; Baron Glenconnei; whose great-aunt 
married the prime minister Asquith, she 
was expected to live in the condition of 
financially secure arrested development 
she calls “girlitude" - “expected to have 
babies and imitate your parents' life". 

Instead, she demanded independence, 
hung out with the jeunesse doree of Italy 
and America, and married into the worlds 
of satire (Private Eye founder Christopher 
Booker) and radical journalism (Alexander 
Cockburni. “I did get out by virtue of hav- 
ing one thing - a Bat or house. The family 
provided it yes - but I forced it out of them 
when they sold the family business and all 
the shares went to the men." 

Social gossips, from the Fifties onwards. 
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Emma Tennant, a biography 


Emma Tennant was born in 1937, daughter of the 
second Baron and Lady Glenconner. and was brought 
up in a castle near Peebles. After attending a finishing 
school and studying art history, she was a debutante 
and then became a journalist with Queen and Vogue. She 
published her first novel. The Colour of Rain, in 1964, 
and The Time of the Crack in 1973. In 1975 she founded 


the literary magazine Bananas, and edited it until 1978. 
Later novels include Hotel de Dream (1976), The Bad 
Sister (1978), Alice Fell (1980). Black Marina (1985), and 
sequels to classics such as Pemberley (1993) and Elinor 
and Marianne (1996). Last year she published a family 
memoir. Strangers. She has two daughters and a son. 
and lives in west London. 


derided her rejection of upper-class values. 
She was the champagne Bohemian, the girl 
who “put the Che in Cheyne Walk". En- 
sconced at the top of Waldorf Towers, the 
most expensive building in New Mrrk, she 
“could have her grouse and eat it", the 
British papers said. Fans of her novels, 
meanwhile, could wonder about the psy- 
chodramas of The Bad Sister, Queen of 
Stones, Black Marina and Hausftne. with 
their pacts with the devil their obsessions 
with power evfl. abandonment the dark side 
of femininity 

“I didn't want to write a romp, like Joan 
Wyndham's Love Lessons ." said the author 
when we met in her west-London flat where 
silhouettes of her ancestors and Grand Na- 
tional betting forms sit together on the man- 
telpiece. “I was inspired by W G Sc bald my 
hero, and Luc Same, who wrote Belgitude. 


I told my mother, i’m going to make it re- 
ally flat and dull’. She said, ‘Darling I don’t 
think you’ve had a life that would make that 
possible’." 

Mother is right Tennant’s shilling life is 
a chronicle of adventures with corrupt and 
striking men, from Dominic Elwes (who de- 
flowers her and leaves her pregnant) to 
Gore Vidal Chatwin, Norman Mailer and 
a floating population of swells at her house 
in Chelsea. The book is full of texture - 
clothes, food, houses, colours - and image 
clusters, the gold of private casinos, the 
whitening "chlorine liquor" on winch the 
family fortune was based London before 
the Sixties explosion is briefly sketched as 
a dismal place, where, she now says, “you 
took the number three or 53 bus up’ Regent 
Street to Galerie Lafayette, but rich and up- 
perdass women had dressmakers. The 


alternative was to buy ‘a Horrocks’ -a grim 
cotton ball-dress trying to look like sprigged 
muslin, if you couldn't afford a gorgeous real 
ball-gown." 

She glided through three disastrous 
marriages i “Things were so different then, 
you couldn't live with somebody if you had 
a child I'm afraid you married thought- 
lessly") and worries obsessively in the book 
about changing sex. Asked about this 
theme, she relates it directly to her fami- 
ly. “It just means, why wasn’t I the eldest 
son of this place - Glen - and why didn't I 
inherit the most beautiful place on earth?" 
The prodigal daughter is much on show 
throughout epater - ing the bourgeois for all 
she’s worth. 

A third volume of memoirs. The Nottmg 
Hill Diaries, is still to come, evoking The 
Emma Seventies, when she set up the lit- 


erary magazine Bananas. It’s mostly re- 
membered as a showcase for fantastical 
modem prose, under the spell of recent im- 
ports from South America and Europe. 
“Borges and Marquez and The Master and 
Margarita were suddenly available jn 
shops that, until then, had been selling the 
equrvalant of those Horrocks dresses.” 
Bananas published the fantasy fictions of 
Michael Moorcock and J G Ballard (“The 
first line of the book is ‘Wham! The manu- 
script of Crash lands on my bed, on my re- 
cumbent figure’ Angela Carter’s 
mod-Gothic reworkings of Perrault’s fairy 
tales - “The (tompanyofTOjfrres", “The Eri- 
King" - first appeared in its pages. And it 
brought Ted Hughes into Emma's life. 

Ms Tennant is riding a new wave of con- 
troversy with the news that she is sitting 
on a 150-page narrative about her pas- 
sionate affair with Hughes in the late Sev- 
enties, when he was married to Carol, now 

his widow. It has become the most taJked- 
about document in literary London. She 
says a US publisher is interested (“She said 
she found it very poetic, very moving. She 
said, ‘Of course, it’s a love letter to Sylvia 
Hath’ ”) but elarns up about its immediate 
fate in this country. 

Some people me already accusing her 
of cashing in on Hughes’s death. “I don't 
mind people saying Tsrft she shocking?’ and 
‘Isn’t it awful?'," said this seasoned veter- 
an of public disapproval, “and actually I 
think it would be slightly awful it it were in 
the shops now. But once a certain time has 
elapsed, though...". 

She met Hughes at a Bananas party in 
autumn 1976, then later at the Arvon Foun- 
dation in T Jimh Bank Vi riishir p Shp proud- 
ly showed me a couple of books Hughes had 
inscribed to her from those days. One is 
Franz Bardon’s Initiation into Hermetics, 
a treatise on magic published in Germany. 
Hughes has dedicated it “To Emma”, with 
outspread eagles’ wings drawn on either 
side of her name, an “as ever; Ted" - and 
from the “d" of Ted, he has drawn a chain 
of links leading down to an anchor “The 
wings suggest I'm a free spirit while he’s 
chained up,” she said, “but I wasn't free at 
alL I had children, a mortgage, I was try- 
ing to run a magazine. It was a fantasy.” 

What had brought them together? “Well, 
pretentious though it may sound, I think he 
wanted to have something to do with a 
writer. He was wonderful about my work. 
Td never have written The Bad Sister - 
since you mention the book - if I hadn't 
known him. And I do believe Hughes had 
a kind of magic. Anything and anyone con- 
nected to him - and to Hath - became sur- 
rounded by weird coincidences. When my 
father died in Greece, leaving my mother 
strapped, a cheque arrived next day from 
my Greek publishers wbo’d just bought two 
of my books for £500. These things still hap- 
pen all the time, because of him.” 

Had she been in love with Hughes? “like 
the Prince of Wales, I don’t accept the term. 

I never have. The fascination of somebody 
with orig in al creative gifts is something 
that’s always drawn me. I get attached to 
them but I can't cafl it being in love, because : 
the words are so debased My life has re- 
alty been about writing, though some think 
its all about once havingbeen in a ball dress 
and having an odd life and marrying all the 
time. But it's the writing that's always been 
the point” 

There’s a tiny note of triumph in Emma 
Tennant’s voice that the two strands of her 
life, the passionate-creative and the sodal- 
rebellious, have become so gratifying joined 
at last 
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CLOSE ON 40 years after the 
assassination of JFK, our 
fascination remains as great as 
ever. Now comes news that 
Peter Cox of literary agency 
Utopia has uncovered a 
“mystery woman". “Judith” was 
allegedfy the lover of Lee 

Harvey Oswald in the months 
lead in g up to November 1968.- 
despite being married, and a 
Mormon to boot Now she has 
emerged from the shadows 
with a manuscript which, says 
Cox, co ntains “an incredible 
amount of convincing detail" to 
persuade him she did indeed 
have an affair with Oswald, one 

ended only by Jack Ruby’s 
bullets. Cox plans to introduce 
Judith to publishers at Book 
Expo in LA later this month. 


STEVE MACDONOGH, the 
Kerry publisher who so upset 
Mrs T with One Girl’s War y the 
memoirs of a former MI5 
officer which helped pave the 
way for Peter Wright, seems set 
to an ge r a British government 
a gain this autunm with Days in 
Ireland ; Bernard 0 'Mahoney’s 
account of his years with the 
British Army in Ireland Born 
in En glan d to Irish Catholic 
parents, he joined up to avoid 
j ail at a time when Irish units 
were exempt from duty in the 
province. When this changed, 
O’Mahoney reports the stray of 
an officer who advised his men 
that, if they shot, they should 
kill outright - as a dead man 
couldn't dispute the Army’s 
version. A crate of beer was 
allegedly promised to the first 
soldier to “kill a paddy". 


THE EMERGENCE at the 
funeral of Francois Mitterrand 
of his love-child Mazarine 
Pingeot was a surprise to 
everyone. How proud he would 
now be at her emergence as a 
novelist French critics have 
compared her to de Beauvoir 
and Sagan. In June, the British 
can decide when First Novel is 
published by Fourth Estate. It 
is the story of Agatha dike 
Mazarine, a philosophy 
graduate), the daughter of a 
publisher and a Chilean exile 
with a past too painful to recall 


MICHAEL Owen has grabbed 
headlines with the news that 
HarperCollins have paid 
him at least Elm for three 
books. A memoir is included, 
although some think 
twentysomething a little soon 
for that More sensible, 
perhaps, to do what David 
Seaman is doing - wait until 
your valedictory season. Orion 
have paid what was (until 
Owen’s deal) the largest 
advance ever to a player. They 
will publish as the Arsenal 
goalie kicks off his final season. 

The uterator 


Steps through the narrow door into another world 

Pace dismissed as commercial poison, short stories have bounced back to offer readers a spring tonic. Carol Birch chooses the pick of the crop 


THE SHORT-STORY collec- 
tion has traditionally been seen 
by publishers as a commercial 
non-starter, only to be consid- 
ered in the case of well- 
established sellers. Happily, 
tills attitude seems to have 
been undergoing a gradual 
change, and this spring sees a 
fine crop that amply illustrates 


the power and diversity of a 
sometimes under-rated medi- 
um. That so many of the cur- 
rent offerings come from new 
voices is further proof of a new 
confidence in the form. 

Shena Mackay, of course, is 
an old hand. Most of the stories 
in The World's Smallest Uni- 
com have already appeared 
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elsewhere. Ftins will find here 
all the Mackay hallmarks: mis- 
chievous wit merciless lam- 
pooning of just about everyone, 
sudden bursts of brilliant de- 
scription. Here, for example, 
from the title story, is a hot day 
in south London: “traffic and 
people pushing buggies hung 
about with children toiled up 
and down the bill in fumy 
sunshine splintered by the 
drills of roadworks and 
thumped by music from 
passing cars. The engine of a 
parked lorry throbbed like a 
thousand headaches and the 
sirens of a posse of police cars 
swooped and looped the loop; 
the leaden air had an aggres- 
sive edge." 

The beauty is in the detail 
with Shena Mackay; I'm not so 
sure about the overall design. 
Her stories sometimes have the 
feel of truncated novels, and she 
spends a lot of time filling the 
reader in on background de- 
tails. Potted biographies, quick 
character sketches and hurried 
asides abound. Writers, media 
people, well-heeled trendy pro- 
fessionals - these are the 
denizens of Mackay’s hard- 
edged, crowded and* often ec- 
centric tales. 

Mackay's stories are tradi- 
tional Li that she is not trying 
to push the boundaries of the 
form. So. too are, those in Polly 




The World's 
Smallest Unicom 

by Shena Mackay 
Jonathon C ape. D2.99. 221pp 

Samson’s debut Lying in Bed, 
though with more of a sense of 
constraint. In the best, “Wast- 
ed Time", the violence of her 
parents’ marriage is seen 
through the eyes of a lonely 
child, whose bek friends are the 
children “next door" fbr whom 
she makes sandwiches and to 
whom she reads. The fact that 
“next door" is the graveyard is 
poignant rather than macabre. 

Samson is a sympathetic 
and observant narrator, much 
concerned with relationships 
and the ticking of biological 
docks. Occasionally the stories 
echo each other. In the title 
story unhappy Sally, coming to 
terms with the fact that she 
must lie in the bed she has 
made for herself with a partner 


Lying in Bed 

by Polly Samson 

Virago, £14.99, .? I Spp 


she does not love, weaves a fan- 
tasy around the couple sitting 
at the next table, who in turn be- 
come the focus of the following 
story, “The Mermaid’s Purse". 
These are clever, elegant 
pieces, complex, compact and 
memorable. 

Fbr sheer inventiveness and 
endless variety, Michel Faber’s 
first collection. Some Rain 
Must Fall, takes the prize. 
From the absurdities of real life 
to strange science-fiction sce- 
narios, in locations throughout 
and beyond the world, he 
weaves fascinating stories of 
the mundane and the bizarre. 
But though the unexpected is 
immanent even in the most nor- 
mal setting, ^eer wwelty for its 
own sake is not Fiber’s over- 
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Ocher Stories 

by Ali Smith 

Grant a. £9.99. J77pp 


riding concern. Rather, he har- 
nesses the surreal and off-beat 
in order to express something 
quite profound and touching. 
His sense of wonder and big- 
heartedness calls to mind the 
better stories of Ray Bradbury, 
and he has a wonderful ability 
to push a whimsy to its extreme 
with magical results. 

In “Toy Story", God is a 
lonely child who finds a dis- 
carded planet while mucking 
about in the trash at the back 
of an abandoned universe. 
God’s love for his treasure 
creeps into his dreams: “Tired 
out from playing ail day, he 
would notice the little blue- 
green world through eyes al- 
reaefy half closed. Usually he fell 
asleep then, and dreamed of 




Some Rain Muse Fall 

by Michael Faber 

Canongare. £8.99. 242pp 


travelling there, shrunk down 
to the appropriate size... fo 
these dreams, his tiny grown-up 
self was constantly surrounded 
by other people, driven by a mis 
sion: and yet perversely, he 
craved aloneness and the free- 
dom to play in silence." 

Another bold and sensitive 
writer is Ali Smith, who has al- 
ready produced one fine novel 
and a previous collection of 
stories. Other Stories is foil of 
slight small pieces, concerned 
less with events than frames of 
mind and feelings. 

Smith has a talent for string- 
ing together seemingly unre- 
lated events, which defy 
rational justification but nev 
ertheless feel absolutely right 
together, as in -More Than 


One Story”, in which an old man 
recalls the death of his broth- 
er and a girl relives an early 
sexual encounter. Neighbours 
lmked only by a cheery hello, 
their unity is an impressionis- 
tic affair; one feels, and deeply 
intuited. 

Smith’s prose, simple, di- 
rea and loaded, is a jqy Like the 
rardis, these delicate, exquis- 
ite stories contain far more 
than their size would appear to 
allow. Her generosity of spirit 
excludes no one and her work 
is imbued with the knowledge 
°r transience and human vul- 
nerability; themes she returns 
to again and again. 

stnri«, beSt Knd8 of short 
™ leave reader feeling 

that they could not have been 

“Jf “ “V other way. Nothing 
needs to exist beyond the 
5""* 1 ** of the story itself, 
much may be implied. 
In Ali Smith's case, less is 
more. Taken with the rest of 
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^ie Englishman, an idiot; two, a sporting event: three, an empire.’ Felipe Ferafodez-Annesto counts the cost of imperial habits 

Land of bards, balls and battles 


N ice past. Shame 
about the future. 
Superficially, Mil- 
lennium England 
looks like a hopeless 
case. The empire is 
lost, the Ups unstifiened. In doom- 
fraught imaginations, the next hu- 
miliations are already scheduled: 
secession by the rest of the UK sub- 
mersion in the European super- 
state, dismemberment by Blairite 
regionalism, and displacement to 
Germany for the 2006 World Cup. 
The flag of St George Sutters on 
sporting terraces. But the Georgies 
have little to cheer a Davis Cup 
Dunkirk, second place in the Five 
Nations’ Championship, Ashes to 
ashes. Even speech-makers at Tory 
conferences have stopped mangling 
paeans to “this blessed plot”, for 
Englishness is a dangerous identi- 
ty in the multicultural society which 
depends for survival on the mutual 
tolerance of its communities. 

As English history yields to 
“British Studies", realisation grows 
that the other peoples who share the 
British state have made a dispro- 
portionate contribution to its for- 
tunes. The big new demand in 
British universities is for courses on 
Australian history: intellectual foam 
from television soap. Meanwhile, as 
the former European Community 
struggles to transform itself into a 
Union, the English are self-relegat- 
ed to the edge. From being the cen- 
tre of a world empire, they have 
become the periphery of a world re- 
gion. The current re-evaluation re- 
flects a characteristic English virtue: 
in any list of defining ingredients, 
self-deprecation would occupy an 
honoured place. The world has 
come to believe the English when 
they speak with affected modesty. 

Yetis England realty over? Backs 
-to- the- wall is a favourite posture. 
Dunkirk spirit turns disaster into 
myth. From other collapsed super- 
states, resurgent nationalisms have 
emerged. If the end ofYugosIavia en- 
hances the pride of Serbs and 
Slovenes/why shouldn't the fall of 
Britain mean the rise of England? 

Simon Heffer has issued a sum- 
mons to “the reinvention of Eng- 
land". Most of his book, however, is 1 
about Scotland, which Heffer urges 
towards independence in frank anx- 
iety to get rid of a lot of ‘instinctive 
socialists”. When the author di- 
vulges his vision of England, the 
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Nor Shall My Sword: the 
reinvention of England 

by Simon Heffer 

Wddenfdd & NkxUson. El 2.99. 13*pp 
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English Pasts 
by Stefan Colltni 

Oxford University Press. £13.99. 348pp 



British Identities 
Before Nationalism 

by Colin Kidd 


Cambridge University Press. £35. 302pp 


reader is repelled. The English are 
unrecommended except as “a sim- 
ple and politically unsophisticated 
people” a “race" with whose way of 
life immigrants must integrate - 
though Heffer generously allows 
that “at home and in their commu- 
nities and places of worship children 
from the minorities can of course 
speak their own languages”. 

Illustrating his own Haim that op- 
timism is an English characteristic, 
he looks forward to an England re- 
stored to “self-respect” by welfare 
cuts and enriched by the £8bn gov- 
ernments squander azmualty in their 
futile effort to buy Scottish votes. His 
England will find a new use for Scots- 
men as “Tartan Gurkhas”. 

Heffer’s relish for this future 


seems insincere: his denunciations 
of the Union are like a lover's dis- 
praise. He is making the best of a bad 
job and calls on the Tbries to become 
the party of English nationalism, but 
the Union may survive - in which 
case, such a policy will be a disas- 
ter Everything Heffer writes is en- 
joyable because of his rigour and 
candour, but this tract is the bark of 
a toothless bulldog. 

Readers may feel Heffer leaves 
them patchily informed about the 
history of the Union. They will find 
some fascinating lessons in Colin 
Kidd's book on British identities in 
the 17th and 18th centuries. Here 
again the focus is on Britishness, and 
centre and periphery seem invert- 
ed. The English become marginal to 
the other communities Kidd surveys 

- Scots, Irish and colonial Ameri- 
cans. Scottish identity, we learn, is 
not a recent invention and owes al- 
most as much to William Wallace as 
to Mel Gibson; but for centuries it 
persisted in a world where Lowland 
Scots were glad that they had more 
in common with the English than 
with th&Highlanders and Islanders. 

Irishness was a fog in which the 
“Protestant Irish Nation" had myths 
every wisp as misty as those which 
sustained Catholic nationalism. The 
American revolution was a provin- 
cial movement of “free-born Eng- 
lishmen". Most revealingly, Kidd 
shows how for most of bis period 
“Celt” and “Saxon” were not thought 
of as contrasting terms, but shared 
a common framework of legend. 

Kidd’s book is realty a collection 
of essays and this is explicitly the 
form of Stefan Collini’s book of 
pieces d 'occasion, largely re-written 
to be fresh and topical At his best 

- and these essays show him at his 
best - Collini is one of the sharpest 
observers and most mordant critics 
in English academic life. He can be 
deftly destructive: John Carey Noel 
Annan. Bertrand Russell Raymond 
Williams and Isaiah Berlin are left 
bleeding. He is sometimes so faint 
in his praise - of Richard Hoggart, 
or Raphael Samuel - that when he 
confers approval (on John Stuart 
Mill, say) one feels daunted by the 
presence of presumed perfection. 

His denunciations of the “busi- 
ness ethic” in universities are 
among the wisest writings on the 
subject. Most academics dig ever 
deeper and narrower fomiws in ever 
drier subjects; Collini surveys the 


whole field. There is not much of a 
theme here but it is underpinned by 
admirable assumptions: to be Eng- 
lish, you do not have to forsake cos- 
mopolitanism, eschew pluralism or 
recoil from foreign examples. Simon 
Heffer emphatically denies he is a 
Little Englander, but his work does 
seem introspective by comparison. 

A great past is no guarantee of a 
great future. The English, however; 
do have an indelibly great past Ex- 
cept the Jews, no people have had 
an influence on world history so dis- 
proportionate to their numbers. You 
sense this in Singapore, on a crick- 
et green in the shadow of an Eng- 
lish cathedral or in Chile at a 
passable simulacrum of an En glish 
prep school or, at the other end of 
the hemisphere, with Copper limit 
who talk English and play soccer. 

Some of the most inventive pro- 
ductions of Shakespeare are played 
in Japan and Germany. The lan- 
guage of Hansard is heard in 
Harare. Two Spanish suburbs that 
I know of are built in imitation of 
English housing estates; and some 
Frenchmen like rugby football, 
which seems to me the most aston- 
ishing cultural transmission of alL 

Part of the greatness of this 
record of influence is that it was not 
all won by war. Soccer and Shake- 
speare, for example, are vectors of 
Englishness which spread across 
the world because people liked 
them. But it is hard to resist the feel- 
ingor fear that the English are a peo- 
ple of imperial vocation which may 
not be exhausted “One Englishman, 
an idiot”, says an old joke, “two Eng- 
lishmen, a sporting event; three 
Englishmen, an empire." 

The English acquired a conti- 
nental dynastic empire in the 12th 
century, which they lost in the 13th, 
conquered another in the 14th, 
which they lost in the 15th, settled 
a third in the 17th, which they lost 
in the 18th, and created another still 
with Scottish, Irish and Welsh help, 
in the 19th century, before losing it 
in the 20th, If they maintain their pre- 
sent rates of overseas investment in 
the new millennium, they may have 
a business empire to rival America’s 
or Japan's. If they keep their nerve 
and preserve their identity, God 
knows what they will do then. 

Felipe Fernandez -Armesto is the 
general editor of the Fblio Society’s 
‘History of England’ 



Tea and sympathy: can England regain its self-respect? 
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The agony and ecstasy 

Kate Saunders travels in time for sound advice on sex and baby care 


ADVICE MANUALS have al- 
ways been popular In the 19th 
century, you could consult Mrs 
Beeton about sacking servants 
or cooking turbot At the end of 
the 20th, Rosemary Conley 
promises to help you to a small- 
er bum. In much the same 
way, citizens of 16th-century 
Florence or Rome Heed to get 
their wisdom in bite-sized 
nuggets. The spread of litera- 
cy and the explosion of printed 
works in the vernacular creat- 
ed a healthy market for the ad- 
vice manual. Some, such as 
MachiaveUfs The Prince and 
Castiglione’s Book of the 
Courtier, have honoured places 

in the canon of world literature 
But who cares about military 
strategy, or perfect manners? 
How To Do It is concerned 
with the popular market, which 
mostly meant sex. Then, as 
now, Alex Comfort was likely to 
outsell WQl Hutton. Rudolph M 
Bell uses modern hits to explain 
the kind of book he is studying: 
“The Rules fits nicety at the 
shallow end of the advice-man- 
ual spectrum,” he says, refer- 
ring to the US bestseller about 
how to make a man many you. 
“At the opposite extreme, I 



How 1b Do It: guides 
to good living for 
Renaissance Italians 

by Rudolph M Bell 

University of Chkago Press. 
£19.95. 374pp 


would place Dr Spook’s rec- 
ommendations on baby care.” 

Bell prefers the shallow end, 
and his fawrinating book is a 
window on a lost world far 
nearer to our own than we 
might imagine. The works deal 
with the nuts and bolts of living 
- how to conceive, give birth, 
bring up a child. The advice was 
usually drawn from the wisdom 
of the ancients, cleverly re- 
hashed to appeal to the newty- 
bterate urban middle classes. 

Hints about sex were often 
gtyen by celibate friars. They 
had an interest in ensuring de- 
cent Catholic behaviour, but 


were not above airing choice 
snippets from the confessional 

Doctors of philosophy and 
medicine were quick to jump 
on the bandwagon. Michele 
Savonarola, grandfather of the 
more famous Girolamo, reveals 
a heartening respect for the 
female orgasm. “Husband and 
wife should touch each other, 
espedalty he should rub his fin- 
ger on the area between her cli- 
toris and vagina since this is 
external zone where she gets 
the greatest pleasure." The 
wife's orgasm, he declared, is 
essential for conception. 

For those particular about 
the gender of their baby, 
Savonarola's advice is practical 
if rather painfuL “When breed- 
ers want a cow to produce a bull 
call they tie the bull's left tes- 
ticle; readers who want a male 
child should do the same.” Did 
it work? Did anyone try? 

As a mother; I was particu- 
larly interested in advice about 
giving birth and raising a child. 
Bell’s section on baby care is 
the most beguiling, and schol- 
arly, in the book. He questions 
the assumption that well-off 
families automatically put chil- 
dren out to nurse. Mother's 


milk was held to be best, though 
that did not stop rich ladies 
renting a boob. A poor woman 
could give her child to a cheap 
wet-nurse, suckle a wealthy 
child and turn a profit. 

This seems heartless, but 
Bell sternly reminds us about 
unchanging economic facts. 
"We modern Americans might 
reflect on childcare arrange- 
ments provided for career fam- 
ilies by women of colour, who 
somehow must attend as well 
to their own children." Cut 
through the superstition, he 
implies, and these old Italians 
can teach us a thing or two: 
“The manuals do not offer jus- 
tification for beating children, 
which definitely cannot be said 
of what many parents read in 
20th-century America." 

Professor Bell comes across 
as a kind, liberal-minded old 
cove, who has caught some of 
the gossipy tone of his subjects. 
“My preference would be to set 
aside academic expertise." he 
says, “and join you instead for 
an informal chat, maybe over 
drinks or lunch.” Flailing that, 
how pleasant to read his de- 
lightful informative and often 
hilarious book. 


THE MAN from Liberation 
was baffled. Why, the 
French paper's London 
correspondent asked me a 
few days ago, had British 
writers said so little about 
the war with Serbia? True, 
Harold Pinter had railed 
against Uncle Sam, as even 
True, the Royal Court’s 
Class of ’68 (David Edgar et 
all had whacked off its pro 
forma letters of outrage. 
Otherwise, those despised 
journalists - with their 
readers - have made most 
of the morel running here. 

This was not the first 
time that the silence of our 
authors had been pointed 
out to me. On the first day 
of the bombing, I went to 
the launch of the British 
Council's latest anthology. 
Here was a cross-section of 
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BOYD TONKIN 

Don’t mention the war 
to most British uniters 


the brightest younger stars 
in British writing, gathered 
on the night their nation 
launched a perilous new 
war. As a senior poet noted 
in dismay no one present 
seemed to give a damn. 


For once, they realty do 
order these things better in 
France. There, Kosovo has 
re-ignited the fires of 
principled debate in a way 
that recalls the great days 
when Sartre slugged it out 
with Camus over the Gulag 
or Algeria. Fierce articles 
pro or contra Nato’s war 
have shot from intellectual 
leaders: Philippe Sollers, 
Tzvetan Todorov, Bemard- 
Henri Levy, and so on. 

Todorov, especially, quite 
refutes the lazy British 
prejudice that a background 
in structuralist theory turns 
one into a demonic dandy d 
2a Michel Foucault In fact 
the author of T7ie Poetics of 
Prose has emerged of late 
as one of Europe’s subtlest 
ethical thinkers. His moving 
account of “moral life in the 


concentration camps". 
Facing the Extreme 
(Weidenfeld, £20* underpins 
his views on ex-Yugoslavia. 
( By the way the translation 
of this luminous work came 
here a full eight years late.) 

Meanwhile, our own 
know-nothing literati can 
take refuge in that famous 
irony - the true English 
Ideology, one which unites 
Cool Brit and Young Fogey. 
Sometimes. I wish that 
British writers could lake 
the odd holiday from irony. 
Of course, this war looks 
very messy, complex and 
ambiguous. But 1 presumed 
that writers did messiness, 
complexity and ambiguity. 1 
thought that was what they 
were for. As of now, their 
silence is more deafening 
than bombs over Belgrade. 



is a wonder-work: irresistible, tense, deeply moving... It is a novel that can 
stand being reread and reread, bur the first tune round it is an emotional cliff- 
hanger... My advice is secure a copy for yourself, settle down and prepare for 
the unforgettable" John Carey, Sunday Times 

u The finest novel about music ever written in English. Music... is the final 
catharsis, k a sufficient gift’, more precious rhan happiness, worth any sacrifice. 
The same might be said of An Equal Music ’ Daniel Johnson, Daily 
Telegraph 

“All his books have the power to lift you out of your own life and carry 
you into a world of delight... It is quire unusual how happy this novel and 
its predecessor can make you... It is a novel of wonderful high spirits and 
vitality, a true enchantment. All those who delighted in A Suitable Boy will 
find delighr here, too” Allan Massie, Scotsman 

“Reading Vikram Seth after Rushdie is like escaping from a rain-forest 
and finding you are walking in the Alps. The air is thin and cool, the path 
is easy and you are suddenly going very fast... Seth gives the fullest porrrair I 
have ever read in fiction of a musician’s relationship to his music... A brilliant 
novel” Maggie Gee, Daily Telegraph 

u It is not only the big, mind-wrenching scenes which makes this book 
extraordinary. An Equal Music proves that Seth can create a haunting world 
thar resonates in the mind long after the final page has been read” Gerald 
Kaufman, Sunday Telegraph 

“Where An Equal Music pleases most is in the ravishing refinement of 
technique, its sure placement of scenes, and the unerring truth of its portrayal 
of a small, enclosed social world... Will still be read with pleasure and 
absorption decades from now” Philip Hensher, Spectator 

“A masterpiece... As clear, lovely and civilised as a Schubert quartet... 
Actually reading Seth on music is far more uplifting than the real thing” 
Georgina Metcalfe, Daily Mail 
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Beam me up, Scotty 

John Sutherland hails the clan that shed light around the craggiest of coast s 
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Aristocrats 

Read by Serena 
Gordon 

HarperColltns. 3hrs. 
£8.99 


IP GEORGETTE Heyer had 
decided to be a full-on 
historian, she would have 
turned out very like Stella 
Tillyard. This is a woman 
who cab both smell out a 
story in real-life history and 
tell it - in as arresting a 
way as Stephen Rundman 
dealt with the Sicilian 
Vespers, or C V Wedgewood 
the Thirty Years War. 
Tillyard makes sense of the 
second half of the 18th 
century by seeing it 
through the lives of the five 
gutsy Lennox asters, all 
granddaughters of Charles 
IL The result is a story 
which any novelist would 
have rejected as hopelessly 
unlikely, but which makes 
memorable listening. 


len a long-shot 
like Dava Sobers 
Longitude comes 
from nowhere to 
head the best- 
seller lists for a 
year; canny publishers scratch their 
heads. Is it a one-off or a new genre 
inembcyo?Abookab(Kitmanlin]enav- 
igation 200years ago, encumbered with 
heavy mathematics, did not signal 
“runaway hit”. Yet it was, and Fourth 
Estate are still reaping the rewards of 
their foresight Sobel brought to her 
apparently dry subject a novelist's 
skiD in narrative, creating what looked 
like a new category of CTtertaining-but- 
instructional book. 

Bella Bathurst's The Lighthouse 
Stevensons is a worthy follow-up. The 
data are much the same as Longitude 

We start in the 1 8th century. Trade and 
war have opened up the oceans. But 
navigation remains “a ramshackle 
shirr*- In the 1790s, around “550 ships 
were wrecked every year on British 
shores". Until the 1780s, the only light 
on the notoriously rocky, sandy and un- 
charted 5,000 miles of Scottish coast 
was a coal bonfire on the Isle of May. 

Some of the liveliest sections of 




The Lighthouse Stevensons 

by Bella Bathurst 

HarperColtins. £15.99. 266pp 


Thomas Hardy: 
selected poems 

Various readers 
Penguin. 2hrs1 5mins. 
_ £8.99 

3hrs. £8.99 


ATTENTION NEEDS to be 
drawn to Penguin's 
exceptional two-cassette 
poetry series which 
alternates the significant 
milestones in a poet's life 
with readings of his poems. 
In this case it is producer 
Martin Franks who has 
both chosen the poems and 
written the explanatory 
narrative. He starts with 
the early "Domicilium” 
includes many of the 
1912-13 Poems, and ends 
with “My Spirit Will Not 
Haunt the Mound”. No 
problems here with 
soporific run-ons from 
poem to poem: the 
readers are Douglas 
Hodge, David Horovitch, 
Derek Jacobi, Jeremy 
Northam, Diana Quick, 
Prunella Scales and 
Sian Thomas. 


Bathurst’s book describe the thriving 
wrecking trade. Whole communities 
prospered on mariners' misfortunes. 
If a wreck occurred in Cornwall while 
Divine Service was being held, notice 
of it was given out from the pulpit by 
the parson, as a gift from God. Where 
the deity was slow to give, false lights 
were put up, to lure mariners onto 
rocks. The Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland were a wreckers' paradise. 

Enter human interest in the form 
of the Stevenson dynasty - a distin- 
guished product of Scottish education, 
Scottish engineering genius, and the 
Scottish enlightenment, whose ideals 
they put into literal practice. The 
starting point of their exploits was the 
creation of the Northern Lighthouse 
Board in the 1780s. The founding father 
Vstep-father, in fact) was Thomas 
Smith, who graduated from street- 
lighting for Edinburgh’s New Town to 
the post of engineer to the NLB. 
Smith's useful achievements were 
dwarfed by his stepson, Robert Steven- 
son. Energetic and shrewd, Robert 
took over as Engineer to the Board. 

Having studied the Eddystone light- 
house, Robert embarked on the great 
work of his life - making the Scottish 
waters orderly and navigable. His 
crowning achievement was the 110-foot 
lighthouse on the Bell Rock between 
Dundee and Arbroath, a notorious 
hazard for boats negotiating the Firth 
of Tay. The sandstone reef was semi- 
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Winstanley’s lighthouse on the Edystone Rock 


submerged, lashed by year-round 
storms, and 11 miles offshore. 

Robert was obliged to battle on 
three fronts: against tigbtfisted Com- 
missioners, rival engineers and - most 
formidably - the elements. The base 
pit for the structure (which was most- 
ly under water! had to be hammered 
out by hand. The Bell Rock light- 
house took a decade and was finally fin- 
ished, one of the wonders of modern 
Scotland, in 1810. 

Three of Robert's four sons became 
Lighthouse Stevensons. The most dis- 
tinguished was Alan. Despite private 
yearnings towards romantic poetry 
(which his nephew, [Robert] Louis, in- 
herited), Alan devoted himself to in- 
corporating new technology in the 
Northern lights, with ever more pow- 
erful lamps and lenses. His crowning 


work was the erection in 1842 of the 
Skerryvore lighthouse, off the West 
Coast of Scotland. So inhospitable 
was the craggy environment that, as 
Walter Scott put it, the Bell Rock was 
“a joke to it”. Louis called it “the no- 
blest of all extant deep-sea lights” (its 
only competitor; he implied by “extant”, 
was the Pharos of Alexandria). 

In what was now almost a royal suc- 
cession, Alan followed his father as 
Chief Engineer to the Board Crippled 
by progressive disease (multiple scle- 
rosis, as Bathurst guesses) his tenure 
was short The family tradition was car- 
ried on by his brothers David, who con- 
structed the Mudde Flugga lighthouse 
on the northernmost tip of Shetland, 
and by Thomas, who raised his mon- 
umental beacon at Dhu Heartach off 
the Ross of Mull. (David Balfour and 


Alan Brack are shipwrecked there in 
Kidnapped - a family in-joke.) 

The line of Lighthouse Stevensons 
finishes with Thomas's son, [Robert] 
Louis. He made a half-hearted attempt 
to study engineering, but he was sick- 
ly and his genius lay elsewhere. But be 
retained a strong sense of family 
pride. “I might write books till 1900”, 
he wrote in 1886, “and not serve hu- 
manity so welL” 

Bathurst’s account of the scien- 
tific heroism behind the emergence of 
modem navigational systems is as 
enthralling as Longitude, if rather 
more diffuse. We shall I suspect, see 
many like it before the genre pioneered 
by Sobel is worked out Let's hope they 
are all as good. 

John Sutherland is professor of 
English at University College, London 


Award-winning fiction 

from the definitive biographer of 

Bruce Chatwin 


NICHOLAS 

SHAKESPEARE 


‘Shakespeare is interested 
in grand themes: love, 
vocation, politics 
and the corrupting 
power of moral and 
ideological absolutes... 
enviably good’ 

Louis de BerniEres, 

Sunday Times on 
The Dancer 
Upstairs 
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INSPIRATIONS 


Novelist Rosie Thomas 


The music 

I have a great fondness for 
sombre strings, particularly 
Beethoven's late quartets. A 
year ago I was driving 
across central Turkey in the 
Peking to Paris Rally, 
listening to Pergolesi's 
Stabat Mater. It went so 
well with the magnificent, 
huge, open countryside. 



The play 

Under Milk Wood. At 
school I was enthralled by 
the slyness and the comedy 
and the pathos of it, but 
most of all I was struck by 
the pleasure Dylan Thomas 
took in playing with words 


and voices. It showed that 
writing didn’t have to be 
serious. It could be sexy 
and exuberant 


holidays there and I love 
the villages marooned in 
the landscape, and the skies 
that seem to stretch over an 
arc much greater than 180 
degrees. The marshlands 
and shingle beaches have a 
dour beauty all of their own, 
and the bracing grey 
imperturbability of the 
North Sea never fails to 
soothe the spirits. 


shot and it tells one 
of the classic stories, the 
love triangle as welt 


The place 

The Suffolk coast from 
Aideburgh northwards. I 
have spent many happy 


The film 

Francois Truffaut’s Jules et 
Jim. for a dozen reasons: it 
is ravishing to look at and 
Jeanne Moreau’s face stays 
in the mind’s eye for ever, it 
is perfectly structured and 


The artwork 

I love Norman Rockwell's 
paintings for the Saturday 
Evening Post covers, 
particularly the wartime 
ones like Armchair General 
and War Bond. They have 
such tenderness and 
affection, and they deal with 
the comedy of ordinary lives 
without ever distancing 
themselves. 


‘Moon Island ’ by Rosie 
Thomas is published in July 
by Random House (£5.99 pb) 


PAPERBACKS 


by EMMA HAGESTADT AND 
CHRISTOPHER HIRST 



W G Grace 

by Simon Rae, 
Faber, £9.99. 
5A8pp 


COMMENTATORS CLUCK at ■ 
the recent fashion for batsmen 
disputing the umpire’s deci- 
sion, but Rae reveals this is 
nothing new. In an 1896 game, 

WG refused to walk when 
dearly caught and only de- 
parted when two of his stumps 
were demolished “Surely 
you're not going, Doc?” the 
bowler crowed “There's still 
one stump standing." Normal 
rules never applied to the 
bearded panjandrum. One 
rnatoh was held up so that he 
could finish his medical 
gams Rae’s portrait of Eng- 
land’s greatest all-rounder is 
an ideal companion for a 
soggy test match. 



The She-Pope 

by Peter Stanford, 
Arrow. £7.99. . 

205pp 


AN ENGAGING rummage in 
the Vatican archives probing 
the existence of the semi- 
mythical Pope Joan. Though 
Stanford found no hard 
evidence, he maintains tha t a 
female pontiff born in 
Mainz of En glish extraction, 
reigned from 853 until her 
cover was blown by pregnan- 
cy two years later. Bernini 
was also a believer; as re- 
vealed by a risqu& carving 
over the mam altar in St 
Peter’s. Perhaps the most 
significant indication of 
Joan's existence is a “pierced 
chair" used to examine the 
sexual apparatus of newly 
elected Popes until 1492. 



About a Boy 

by Nick Hornby. 
Indigo. £6.99 
286pp 


A WHOLE new world of shag- 
ging opportunities opens 
when 36-year-old Will Free- 
man stumbles upon the life- 
changing realisation that 


some of north London's most 
attractive women are up for 
grabs - just by virtue of being 
ctnglp mums. Inventing a - 
two-year-old and failed mar- 
riage of his own, Will starts 
at tending a single parent 
support group, notching up a 
result sooner than you can 
say picnic in the park. ’Wall- 
to-wall blakeish good humour 
and Nineties savvy make 
Hornby’s third novel a 
must-read book for the non- 
nuclear family. 



The Catastrophist 

• by Ronan Bennett. 
Review. £6.99. 

312pp 



Travolta: the life 

by Nigel Andrews. 
Bloomsbury. £7.99. 
346pp 


LIVING PROOF that Ameri- 
can lives do have second acts, 
TVavolta was coasting down- 
hill providing voice-overs for 
the Look Who’s Talking se- 
ries, when Tarantino cast him 
in Pxdp Fiction. An unforget- 
table performance, though 
Andrews reveals that the sy- 
ringe-in-the-chest trick is un- 
feasible. Since then, the sky’s 
been the limit In this snappy 
biography, let down by poor 
editing, Andrews traces the 
surprising trajectory of Tra- 
volta’s career. A true star and 
a fine acton he seems to be 
universally admired and pro- 
tected, but the Scientology 
business remains a mystery. 


JAMES GILLESPIE, an Irish 
historian turned novelist, ar- 
rives in the Congo in 1960 just 
in time to see history in the 
muting . He also arrives too 
late to save his relationship 
with a young Italian journal- 
ist - a woman who, in his ab- 
sence, has transferred her 
energies to the cause of rebel 
leader Patrice Lumumba. 
WhQe neither of the charac- 
ters is sympathetic, the au- 
thor is. and the cooling of 
Ines and Janes’s relation- 
ship is told in painful inti- 
mate detail. Like his fellow 
Irishman Brian Moore, Ben- 
nett isn’t afraid to mix love 
and history. 



The Migration of 
Ghosts 

by Pauline Melville, 
Bloomsbury. £6.99. 209pp 


SPIRITS ARE abroad in 
Pauline Melville's collection 
of short stories. Her ghostly 
apparitions include a dead 
South American dictator (re- 
membering his not-so -noble 
student days at the LSE); a 
depressed wife who dramati- 
cally humiliates her husband 
at a Guildhall banquet in 
front of Gordon Brown; and a 
famous mime artist with one 
foot in the death camps. As 
exotic a read as her award- 
winning novel The VentrUo- 
guist’s Tale. Melville switches 
continents, moods and bodies 
without missing a beat One 
of the most enjoyable collec- 
tions out this spring 


Also available 
The High Flyer 
and 

The Vision of 
Elena Silves 


Out now 

IN PAPERBACK 
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IfsstOl too eariy to can the great Rushdie/ An Equal Music. Splitting them is a new horror 

Seth contest, as The Ground Beneath Her Feet, yarn from Rushdie's former ari.lanr! mflpagiw 
just into the chart, arrivfd in the shops after James Herbert. © Bookicoich Ltd. 1999 

| ORIGINAL FICTION 


nru 

AUTKQR/PUBLISHER 

PRICE WEEKLY SALES I 

1(1) 

Monsoon 

Wilbur Smith (Macmillan) 

£17.99 

5.498 

2(3) 

Charlie 

Lesley Pearse (Penguin) 

£5.99 

4.237 

a (loj 

LA Cawwohna: power Jackie Collins (Pan) 

£2.50 

2.433 


She's the One 

Cathy Kelly (Headline) 

£5.99 

2.156 

5(8) 

An Equal Musk 

Vlkram Seth (Phoenix House) 

£16.99 

2.014 

6(2) 

Come Together 

Josie Uoyd & Emlyn Rees (Arrow) 

£5.99 

1.985 

7 (-) 

Others 

James Herbert (Macmillan) 

£16.99 

1.703 

8(6) 

When Meminx Comes Audrey Howard (Header) 

£5.99 

1.652 

9C-) 

The Ground Beneath Her Feet Salman Rushdie (Cape) 

£18 

1,5<M 

10(7) 



£16.99 

1.405 


ORIGINAL NON-FICTION 




Title 

AUTHOR/ PUSUSHClt 

PRICE WEEKLY SALES 1 

1 W 

NatUfea Playfair Crfdtet Annual 99 ed Bill Frindall (Headline) 

£4.99 

5.517 

2(2) 

Rough Guide: the Internet Angus Kennedy (Roush Guidesi 

£5 

4,892 

3(3) 

Men we Ron JVUrs^. 

John Gray (Thorsonsl 

£6.99 

3.249 

Ml) 

Ground Fora Weekend Alan 1 itch marsh (BBCI 

£959 

3,065 

5(7) 

Orldwteris Abianack 7999 ed Matthew Engel (Wisdent 

£28.00 

3.040 

6(5) 

little Book of Fang Shui Liman Too (Element) 

£1.99 

2,319 

7(4) 

The noon Woman 

Germaine Greer (Doubledavl 

£16.99 

2.032 

8(6) 


£9.99 

1.946 

S 1-1 


£1.99 

1.460 

10(9) 

ii 1 1 ii i 

£12.99 

1.290 


‘Lie back and 




enjoy it 

Spectator 


CASANOVA 

ANDREW MILLER 


‘Exquisite and convincing 

DAJiy Telegraph 


A source of wonder and delight’ 
Sunday Times • 

: ' 

: ) our NOW IN SCEFFR 
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Last call for 
the jeroboam 

of birds 


I V: 
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I f you think of a red grouse 
as being of single-bottle 
size, and a blackcock or 
blade grouse asa magnum 
a capercaillie is a jeroboam 
or even a rehoboam (the 
equivalent of six bottles), 
the biggest grouse on earth. A cock 
caper weighs eight or nine pounds, 
and stands more than 2ft tall. Yet 

now this splendid bird has fallen into 
decline in Scotland, and experts 
fear that unless it is given every 
possible assistance, it will quickly die 
out in Britain. 

This has happened once already, 
early in the 19th century; but the 
species was re-established by a 
series of importations from Sweden, 
beginning in 1837, and the new- 
comers’ descendants flourished so 
well in the central and eastern 
Highlands that they became a 
menace to forestry. In the course of 
feeding, they nipped so many buds 
and leading shoots from young trees 
that, to keep n umb ers down, game- 
keepers smashed eggs and trampled 
chicks to death, and in winter 
landowners organised large-scale 
drives that often yielded bags of 100 
birds in a day. 

Today, the idea of such mass 
murder seems inconceivable, for 
although caper survived in quite 
good numbers until the Sixties, they 
have gone downhill ever since, and 
the most recent estimate suggests 
that there may now be fewer than 
1,000 left in the whole of Scotland. 

If the species does come through, 
its survival will be due in no small 
measure to the efforts of (me man, 
jimmy Oswald, who was head 
keeper on the Gentanar estate in 
Perthshire from 1968 to 1994, and in 
retirement has become a passionate 
advocate. His enthusiasm for caper 
has taken him to almost every 
comer of their range, from Scandin- 
avia to the Pyrenees, from the 
Dolomites to the Carpathians, from 
the Alps to the Urals and the Altai. 

In his early days at Glentanar the 
estate held two caper shoots every 
winter and killed between 40 and 130 
birds, most of which went to 
taxidermists to be stuffed. It in any 
one year, stocks seemed to be low, 
shooting was suspended. Thai in the 
Seventies, with numbers obviously 
declining, shooting stopped, and 
the keepers began systematic 
research. With the help of Robert 
Moss, a specialist from the Institute 
of Terrestrial Ecology, they started 
to monitor a study area, using 
pointers to find chicks and tagging 
the ones they could catch. In a 
typical year they would tag about 40 
and see maybe another 100, which 


COUNTRY 

Matters 



DUFF 

Hart-Davis 


eluded them by flying up into trees. 

The picture now is utterly differ- 
ent “We thought the birds were 
doing poorly when they were at 
that level, in the Seventies,” Jimmy 
says. “But two years ago, when we 
covered the same area using the 

Nature 
notes 

GREY SQUIRRELS - a pest in 
any season - are now in their 
most destructive period. In 
the next few weeks they will 
eat the eggs of songbirds; in 
May they wID set about their 
annual orgy of barking 
hardwood trees, which they 
will go on diewing until July. 



On young trees, they start 
gnawing at the foot of the 
trunk and on the top of the 
roots, where they join the mam 
stem, but they also go for older 
trees near the crown. Beech 
and sycamore are favourites; 
extensive bark-stripping will 
kill the tree altogether; even 
minor assaults will disfigure it 
for life. Some people believe 
that the animals chew bark for 
food. attacking trees when the 
sap is at its sweetest Others 
consider the gnawing a form 
of territorial marking. 

Either way it is highly 
damaging, and costs foresters 
a small fortune every yean 

DUFF HAKF-DAyiS 


same techniques, we saw one chick, 
which we caught and marked. Last 
year; after two weeks of bloody hard 
work, we never saw a chick at alL 
There are virtually none left" 

Various factors are blamed 
for the decline, among themi 
over-grazing by sbeep and deer. ’ 
This degrades the habitat, and 
in particular suppresses blae- 
berry plants, which caper, 
need for food and shelter 
Another damaging influence 1 
has been a series of late, cold 
springs; chicks have hatched 
before there is an abundance j 
of the insects on which they 
depend for protein in the first 
few weeks of life. 

Yet, in Jimmy’s view, there 
is one villain whose destructive 
capacity far outweighs every 
other the deer fence. Flor years 
keepers have been finding the re- 
mains of birds that have flown into 
the two-metre wire barriers built 
to protect forestry plantations, j 
and now radio tracking has con- 
firmed that the fences are majorl 
killers not only of capercaillie but [ 
also of black grouse. One re- , 
searcher had five radio-carrying 
caper killed on fences in a single 
day. 

The risks are particularly high ’ 
in spring, for the birds are now 
homing in on their traditional leks, 1 
or mating-grounds. Once a do minan t 
cock has established himself on an 
open patch at the edge of a forest 
hens fly in from all quarters to court 
him, drawn by low-frequency nails 
that the human ear cannot detect 
but which they can apparently pick 
up from a kilometre or so away. Glid- 
ing low along the glens in the half- 
light of dawn, with their minds on 
other things, they simply do not see 
the lethal obstructions in their path. 

One estate on which caper are 
surviving reasonably well is 
Abemethy on Speyside, now owned 
by the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds. In the Eighties 
the RSPB took the courageous step 
of reducing the local red deer herd 
from 900 to 300, thus enabling the 
blaeberry and heather to grow lux- 
uriantly and over the past few years 
the society has removed 25 miles of 
deer fence. Blirthec between 1992 
and 1997 the RSPB culled predators 
such as foxes and hooded crows. 

These measures have undoubt- 
edly helped caper to hang on at Aber- 
nethy. Other landowners are also 
taking down fences, but many, en- 
couraged by government grants, 
are putting up miles of new ones in 
their efforts to keep deer out of se- 
lected areas so that they can re- 



generate the Caledonian pine forest 
of antiquity. Which are more im- 
portant - trees or rare grouse? 
Conservation priorities are by no 
means easy to resolve. 

What frustrates independent 
enthusiasts is the fact that so little 
positive action emanates from 
official sources. The name of the 
body in charge is daunting enough: 
the Capercaillie Species Action Plan 
Steering Group operates under the 
auspices of the Scottish Biodiversity 
Group, and those involved include 


Scottish Natural Heritage, the 
Institute of Terrestrial Ecology, the 
Forestry Commission, the Deer 
Commission for Scotland, the RSPB, 
the Game Conservancy Unsfc, the 
Scottish Landowners’ Federation 
and the Highland Wildlife Park at 
Kin craig. In Jimmy’s view, "al l these 
people do at one committee, meet- 
ing is decide when to hold the next”. 

He believes that immediate action 
is needed: stretches of fence known 
to be killers should be removed in 
the next few weeks, and measures 


taken to prevent members of the 
public disturbing the caper fay wan- 
dering on to leks. 

His own plan is dean he has col- 
lected hundreds of signatures for a 
petition which he intends to de- 
posit with the Scottish parliament as 
soon as it has been elected on 6 May. 
As he says, it would be a terrible 
shame if one of the first events of the 
new millennium, under a new 
regime, were the demise of a bird 
which in many ways has become the 
emblem of Scotland 


cuttings 

NEWS FROM The 
Gardeners' world 


classes at Catriona Boyle's 
Garden School start again on 
20 April when Bob Brown, 
owner of the Cotswold 
Garden Flowers nursery, 
talks about plants that thrive 
in shade. Town gardeners 
always complain about 
shade. Bob Brown shows 
how to turn it into a benefit 
rather than a bugbear You 
can buy and grow plants 
until you're broke, but they 
won't necessarily add up to 
an attractive or rewarding 
garden. In the afternoon of 
the same day, Helen Dillon, 
who has an outstanding 
garden on the outskirts of 
Dublin, shows how to 
transform a random 
collection of growing things 
into a pleasing garden scene. 
Workshops start at 10 and 
finish at 4. Price £45 a day. 
Contact Catriona Boyle at 
Penpergwm Lodge, 
Abergauenny. Gwent NP7 
9AS TeL 01373 840208. 

ONE OF Oxfordshire’s best 
kept secrets is the Harcourt 
Arboretum, a satellite of 
Oxford University's own 
Botanic Garden. The 
collection was established by 
the Harcourt family in the 
mid 1830s, but for the past 30 
years or so. has been under 
the wing of the Botanic 
Garden. In spring it lights up 
with masses of azaleas, 
planted in drifts under the 
trees, and there is a 10-acre 
bluebell wood as well The 
arboretum is 400 yards south 
of Nuneham Courtenay on 
the A4704 Oxford-Henley 
road. During April it is open 
Mon-Fri (10am-4.30pmL 
From May through to the end 
of October it is open every 
day (10am-5pm>. 

MONEY RAISED by the 
National Gardens Scheme 
goes to many good causes, 
including the National Trust 
where NGS money provides 
bursaries for five trainee 
gardeners each year. The 
Careership scheme, as it is 
called, addresses the 
problem of producing 
gardeners with the right 
skills to care for historic 
gardens. Students work in 
Trust gardens under the eye 
of its head gardener and also 
study at Bicton College in 
Devon. Current apprentices 
include 16-year- old Colin 
Wood, who joined the 
scheme from school last 
yean and Jacqueline Currie 
(36), who left the Inland 
Revenue at Aylesbury to 
train as a gardener at 
Wirapole Hall in Cambridge. 
For more details about the 
scheme or an application 
form to join the new intake 
this September, contact John 
McKennall on 01208 265245. 

Anna Pavord 
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New Ashdown Obelisks are a wonderfully it 
inexpensive way to bring height and shape to \| 
colourful flower beds and borders. 

Positioned singly or in groups, they will 
transform your garden with many 
interesting design options. Use them as 
attractive growing supports for your 
favourite climbers such as roses or 
clematis. Add fragrance with jasmine 
or produce a colourful evergreen 
display of variegated ivy. Unlike 
other obelisks which will require 
expensive and time consuming 
painting, Ashdown obelisks come 
complete with moulded fiuings and 
finials and are supplied fully finished 
with rigid steel tube and a black 
nylon weatherproof coating that 
will last for years. 


FROtvlO^ i 

cl ft .95 



FREE P&P 

WHEN YOU BUY 3 OR MORE 


ALL MODELS ARE APPROX. (L4m 
1161 CttWEim ALL KOQHTS ARE 
| ABOVE GROUND JN AOOmON WE | 
PR0VSE AN EXTRA (L3m (IS*) 
^ | BELOW GROUND FOR STABILITY. | 

Your moety back ifnetStEghUd- rttvm wu*td wfcftw Udajt. 
Mint ayrt ft H ii w a amuMuM teom Websiw www Mpftafhnxouk 

ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFERS 

East Gnnstead, Sussex RH192HP. »Mini<iipnmLii 

Ttocmirb reQBimd into toDtt ftsHolDn Acts 1BM F*fl(*mdln&w«wi0ac?3a 


ORDER NOW - OFFER ENDS MAY 7TH 


maintenance 

FREE FINISH 

Beware of tighter plastic or 
unfinished metal immftations 
which require costly and time 
consuming painting 

PAINTING EVEI 

T" 4* 


__ wtf c* i an &' obelisks a cwss + ojspaor] 

_ fcMof 2.{jm (6*81 OBaJSKS8tC1855-r £355 pfip. j 
_Wy)of2Anfr'61C«ai9'3alC2l55*E3i6pSp. | 
Sara) payment 10 ASxlown Special Oltare, Chartwods Rd, Eaa Grtnstead, I 
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SPECIAL OFFER 
SAVE £££££S 



OwUtta 35V If Mir 

HANGING BASKET CRADLE 

All steel super quality 

Especially designed wrth the grow bag in mind 
Superb displays easily aenteved with this stylish, 
capacious and practical planter 
Complete with all brackets, fixings, etc., (as diagram) 
Money back guaranlee 

OFFER PRICE £29.99 (fed. cwr.) OR 
£19.99 each (Incl- can.) when you order 
two or more! RRP originally £3 8.90 each 


ORDER LINE 01462 734006 (24HRS) 


WEBBS Ltd. Unit 5. Fen End Ind. Est., Fen End. 

Stortold. SG5 4BA. Fax: 01462 733445. 

■ Free Brochure available 


TRAVEL: BRITTANY 



There’s plenty of room for buckets and 
spades on Brittany’s many beaches. 

Or, if you prefer sightseeing the region is full 
of historic buildings and monuments 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


Solar Island Pond Fountain 

Just £69.95 including p&p 





Installation and 

operation of this 
clever and attractive 
9* diameter solar 
powered fountain 
couldn't be simpler. 

Solar island just 
floats on the surface 

of your pond (just 6" 
depth of water is 
required), and 
produces a fountain 
spray up to 20* in 
height - for as long 
as there's bright 
amlii’hL 

Solar Island can be anchored if required using the special attachment 
provided and automatically switches itself NT at night. There is a choice 
of ?• fountain head attachments which produce 3 different lands of spray 
patterns. 

Apt in from adding a dramatic and attractive water feature to your pond. 
Solar island will also help to oxygenate (he water, pumping up to 100 
litres per hour. 

At just £69.95 including postage and packing its a great addition lo your 
garden pond and remember there's no wiring, no plumbing and no 
nuining costs! 

I!| i. n h(tB6 hWW ttbfatao ? 11 m n ilHi lil RqOfkz lOnb&^tCa>;Vklf.!jatafcl49L 


HOW ^ TO ORDER iTr* UK rewfcnR mil • 
Fill in tbe coupon and --cod togiahci with 
cheque or potul ortter/i. NO CASH please 
la - THE INDEPENDENT 
SOLAR FOUNTAIN OFFER. TRUE- 
BELL HOUSE. LOMBARD ROAD. 
LONDON. SW19.TTZ 
For HbmrreartlATsa orders plow phone 

0181 5409696 

K'filrtmTUjUc.viiiiVl'Kueh Pier* 

Hon Rfdp id idikr. Return 
MdM I diy- Ii* m aad if i» tmplnrfc ounfml. 
Olfa wtyci 01 avalbMiilt 

*”pieas<f stud me Solar 

fccotain/s ^ EW.15 each inc p&p 
I cnrioie a craved cheque for £ 


(addm> 00 bock) mode payable lo: 
Independent NcwvTWxn iLKl Lid ING481 
or debit my MuteianVMsa account 
hy this amount. My card number k 


Expiry Date. 


S ign nun * 
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ADDRESS. 


PteCude 

Send kd THE INDEPENDENT 
SOLAR FOUNTAIN OFFER. TiuWl Hue*. 
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Getting to the church in time 

i m 

Last year, Anna Pavord had a plan for wedding flowers. But this spring, Nature has had a different ode-- 

i 

W e are having 
aweddmgin 
the garden 
next week. 

Well, the 
wedding will 
be in the 


WEEKEND 

WORK 


M ■ y c are having 

m m J aweddingin 

m # > # the garden 

M / ■ / next week, 
m# ml Well, the 
ti W W wedding will 

- w w be in the 

p church up the' lane, but the party 

aflerwards will be held in a tent at 

c home. Consequently, wedding flow- 
f ers have been much on my mind . 
i Commercial growers, with their 
f computer-controlled warm rooms, 
( cold rooms, li ght rooms an d dark 
t rooms, can bring pretty well any- 
r thing into bloom at any time of the 
z yean Amateurs have * chancier 
(time of it 

t Late last October I had a plan, but 
t Nature, as is her right, had a dif- 
\ ferent one and laid on an incredibly 
mild winter and six months <rf almost 
\ i n cessant rain. Even now. only a 
t week before the wedding, I am not 
j sure what I will have to hand on the 
i day itself 

j Last October I was thinking 
i bulbs: late, sweet-smelling narcissus, 
anemones, and tulips, tulips, tulips. 
1 The anemones captured the colours 
i we wanted to work with - rich blue, 
; Fed, puiple, magenta, pink. So I 
: bought 50 conns each of scarlet 'Hol- 
; landia’, violet-blue *MIster Fbkfeer’, 

. violet rose ‘Sylphide’, the fine blue 
double 'Lord Lieutenant’ (my 
favourite) and another double with 
violet flowers called The Admiral'. 

Planted in our garden, anemones 
have always been extraordinarily 
free-flowering. I thought Td plant 
them in 5-in day pots and use them 
as table centres. 

It is not going to work. The 25 pots 
were packed together in the cold 
frame all winter; but when flower 
buds started to appear hi March I 
shifted them all to a cooler spot 
under a north-facing waQ. Because 
they had been growing dose to- 
gether in the cold frame, the foliage 
in each pot supported its neighbouc 
Separated, the stems flopped. 

That was lesson number one. 
Each pot should have had more 
space. And even when planted 10 
conns to a pot, weQ-fed since the first 
growth appeared, there are not 
enough flowers full out, all at the 
same time, to make any one of the 
25 pots showy enough to work as a 
table centre. I've just been out, 
counting the buds still to come. On 
average, there will be just six or 
seven flowers to a pot Measly. That 
was lesson number two. 

What is the solution? The prob- 
lem lies more with the containers 
than the flowers. Come what may, I 
wffl have to use the old clay pots that 
the anemones are currently filling. 

I can’t lay my hands on any more, 
and no other container will be quite 
as appropriate. So the day before the 
wed ding, ru pick all the anemones 
that we can use and plant the rest 
in the garden. 

The dishwasher will deliver the 
pots in a fit state to pads with blocks 
of Oasis wrapped in plastic, and 
Pm hoping that there will be 



Arrangement for a wedding: Delta Phillips fills a Medici urn with spring foliage, apricot roses and Casablanca lilies 


enough tulips around to fill them. Be- 
cause their stems are so fleshy you 
have to poke holes in the Oasis with 
a penal before you put the flowers 
in. Dressed with moss, the under- 
pinnings should then be hidden 
from view. 

Our garden is thick with moss, 
which likes the damp and the shade. 
Nevertheless, m be buying it from 
our local florist I used our own moss 
at our last party. A mesmerising 
cavalcade of insects climbed down 
from it during dinner and marched 
across the white damask cloths of 
the various tables-, beeties, woodtice, 
centipedes, ants. Wfe ended up rac- 
ing woodlice between forks set up as 
finishing-posts, but they hadn’t 
drunk as much as we had and kept 
veering off into the butter dishes. 

So it’s bought moss this time, but 
- 1 hope - our own tulips. I planted 
2,500 of them last November and 


hoped I had covered all eventualities 
by choosing varieties that flowered 
from mid-April through to mid-May. 
But ftey are exceptionally early 
this year The main dis play was to 
come 'from 200 /PurpIe Prince’ a- 
sturdy sinjge early of rich purple, 200 
‘Sjakamaro’, an equally good mid- 
season tulip, of roughly the same 
colour (though with a much more in- 
teresting centre of pale bluish- 
green} and 200 “Purple Star 9 which 
is slightly more magenta than the 
other two, the flowers beautifiifly set 
off against greyish foliage. 

The first of these is supposed to 
flower by mid-April, the second by 
late Aprfliand the third in early May. 
So, theoretically (as I thought when 
I was planting the bulbs last year) 
1 should have been able to count on 
masses of purple tulips whether the 
season was earty or late. 

Instead, by the end of March all 


were in full colour; though not folly 
open. I hauled all the pots into the 
shade and cm Good Friday, when the 
weathermen were predicting a hot 
Easter; tied up 600 bloqms with 
thick, soft wooL 

Will it work? That remains to be 
seen. It’s a trick that was used by 
florists in the 18th and 19th centuries 
which Fd read about, but never 
tried for mysett In the event, the hot 
weather didn’t come but at least the 
little corsets stopped the rain beat- 
ing into the centres of the flowers 
jand splaying them open. 

The moment of truth win come on 
Monday when I whip off the wool 
bindings. Will the tulips then grace- 
fully pretend that the unexpected 
hiccup never happened? Or will 
they suddenly slump, as I do when 
Tm kept up too late at night and 
required to keep going long past my 
natural span? 


Not all the tulips are for picking. 
Some of the biggest pots were plant- 
ed to decorate the tent: pale cream 
'Magier with a purple rim round its 
petals, fabulous ‘Couleur Cardinal 1 
scarlet with overfays of plum, and 
stubby little double eariies such as 
‘Electra’ and ‘SchoonoortT which I 
planted in wicker baskets. 

’Electra’ is a harsh {folk - not a 
tulip I would use in the garden - but 
it is showy and can be calmed down 
by masses of white “SchoonoortT and 
the presence of stately “High Noorf. 
This is a one of the few things that 
is performing to order; a mid-April 
tulip that is just coming into bloom, 
with soft pink and cream flowers; the 
cream in a broad flame up the backs 
of the petals. 

We have made trellis panels to 
hang round the waQs of the tent For- 
tunately those haven't (resented a 
problem. Vet We washed them over 


Adrian Dermis 

with Cuprinol wood stain, a bluish- 
green colour called Sage, watered 
down to give a beaten-up, non- 
aggressive finish. Oh, how danger- 
ous this all is. Fm beginning to talk 
like someone out of Private Eye's 
Pseuds’ Comer. But I must plough 
on: the trellis will be decorated with 
ivy ami bundles of grapes. 

Then there’s the church. Wfefl, you 
have to work hard to spoil a small 
Norman church with Saxon under- 
pinnings and a 16th-century wall- 
painting above the chancel arch. A 
gang of friends who understand 
flower-arranging have volunteered 
to fill it with wildness and scent AH 
I've got to find are boughs of apple 
blossom fin* the chancel arch. 

“Back! Back!” I keep shouting to 
the big old Bramley apple on the top 
fawn. But hbe e v er yth ing riy in this 
garden, it’s not listening 

It’s going to be a great day. 



A MAN with a broken nose of 
heroic grandeur turned up 

at the door last week with a 
trader-load of mu s hro om 

compost that he wanted to 
set rid of, so I know what my 
weekend work is. Mulching. 
Ah the trees and shrubs get 
a thick collar of dung. The . 
mushroom compost, more 
finely constituted, goes 
round foe plants in between. 
You cannot expect mulches 
of this kind to sort out weeds 
like buttercup, but it stops 
the self-seeding of annuals 
such as groundsel and 
bitter-cress. It also feeds the 
sofl. adds bulk to overiight 
ground and opens up 
clammy day. Soft-surface 

paths can be top-dressed • 

with crushed bark if 
necessary. Whether to treat 
paths with weedkiller first is 
a vexed question. Seif-seeded 
violets and primroses look 
charming, dandelions not so 
good. Bindweed is already 
showing its head. Clobber it ■ 
with a herbicide such as 

PRICK OUT seedlings into 
trays of compost as soon as 
their first pair of true leaves 
are showing. Set them in the 
compost so that the lower 
leaves sit on the surface. 
Keep them well watered. 
There is still time to sow 
seed of fast-growing annual 
climbers such as Cobaea. 
Wrap foe pots in din g film 
until foe seeds germinate. 
Sow seed of vegetables such 
as the courgette “Gold Rush’ 
( Marshalls £1.23). Plant 
them out after all danger of 
frost has passed. Sow seed 
singly in three-inch, pots and 
cover with ding film until 
the seedlings emerge. 

NIP HEADS from daffo dils as 
they die to stop them 
flw pi'f ing their energy into 
seed-production. Don’t cut 
down or bundle up the leaves. 
The bulbs need thft resources 
fed down from above. 

WILD WINDS have torn 
climbers from their 
moorings. Lash them back 
as soon as it is feasible. . 
Ceanothus, which has brittle 
wood, is particularly prone 

to disaster Sofanum, s till 

evergreen after a mild 
winter; has also suffered. 

Any climber that is in leaf or 
flower presents greater 
resistance in the face of 
gales and so suffers more. 
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Clear Blanket Weed 
from Outdoor Ponds 


64~stege ceaqrater programme [ 



‘The latest digital water conditioning 
technology brings new life to your 
pond’s environment 

• Banishes blanket weed and stops its return 

• Frees extra nutrients and oxygen 

• Better growing conditions for aquatic 


•Steps algae formation 

• Adds natural zest to your water 

• Ho chemicals 

• Ho maintenance, simple to fit 



Lines open 24 hours, 7 days 

70 241 01 46 


TV?- 01488 68 


h $L EungerfonL Berks RGI7 ONE 
1488 685411 p-n»ri1- mfo@ciecffflflwii 


ITRfiDE and OVERSEAS 



The strongest • The lightest • The Best 


Total gardening enjoyment comes freo with these no-hassle work horses, 
bunt wWi uncomptxsmlsing excellence In both design and materials: 

• Indestructible, yet lightweight hopper - will never rest, buckle or break. 

• hot-dip galvanised, 30mm tubular steel chassis - robust and superbly 
balanced. 

• large, heavy-duty tyres, complete with roller bearings - smooth, 
effortless roUfng. 

• all fittings hi stainless steel - ^ 

nothing will rust or deteriorate 

with time. 


Com 80 sqyds tar amend 
& op to 220 sq yds on baas 



Pricos jnckaje VAT and rtaftwy 

In IK UmMbM and IOW 


To buy direct 

0800 
413 065 

Phone with your credit 
card details or send check 
plus your address - we 
Will deliver direct to 
doer within 

25 cays. 



The best thing on Earth 


Organic Concentrates Ltd, Dept IN, 3 Broadway Court. Chesha.m. Bucks HP51EN 


ULTRA Outdoor Interiors™ 

The New 1999 Ultra Catalogue is an Ideas Book 
showing dozens of Outdoor Interiors framed by 

Interval Systems Ltd Ultra; ad the 

A PO BOX 40 -WOKING of 

SURHEY GU22 7YU bespoke carpentry 
Tel: 01483 7Z7 888 - at down-to-earth 
Fax: 01483 727 828 prices. 


Range of five In three sizes. Request 
l i terat ure from: 

BOULDER BARROWS 

P0 Bax40, Waking, Sane* GII22 7YU 
Jet (01483) 727 888 - Fac (01483) 727 828 


To advertise in 
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Gardening 
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0171 293 2323. 



CLOCK TOWERS AND WEATHERVANES 


For information on our 
roof turrets, clock 
towers and copper 
weathervanes call now 
for a brochure 
and price list from: 



Good Directions Ltd 

01489 577828 


CONSERVATORY TOO HOT ? 

ROOF BLINDS 

fZu^n***'** light in! 


• Maintenance Free 

•Syr Guarantee 

• Free InsaJhdda 

• Narianwidc Coverage 



Telephone 0707 1 223 629 NOW for m(nrma ^ . 
or to arrange for a no oWkJlT “tonnanm, p** 

Wte ballade Awnings Ltd _ 

Tonbri dge Wells TNI 1YG 
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Sculpted animals lope across her desk. Sometimes they fall off, but at least they make the computer bearable. By Ruth Padel 

Wood, paint and random patterns 


-jk WORK happily anywhere 

# V except my desk, which 

B radiates reproach. Bills, 

B unanswered letters, things 

B that force decisions such as 

|g forms asking me if I want 

cable television. 1 go there 
only for deadlines, and re-drafts 
that need the printer. Otherwise I 
work in bed or, ideally, for compli- 
cated, effortful prose, in a cafe 
When I lived in Crete, I drafted my 
first prose book in a Heraklion coffee 
shop with a red leather dachshund 
in the window. 

The only thing that makes tbe 
desk bearable are painted wooden 
a nim als: big ones, as robust as pos- 
sible, for I grew up among danger- 
ously fragile ceramics. At my 
grandparents’, we ate alongside a 
large Tang horse, scratching his bot- 
tom with protuberant teeth. My 
cousin was once found under the 
table with an 1 8-inch Tang dancer 
j&rtiose day hand was moulted to her 
^aU-too-fracturable hip. The baby 
had her wrist through the ann/hip 
triangle and was trying to shake it 
off. Those Chinese things must have 
given me a taste for animal shapes 
around the place, but I don’t want to 
worry about breakage. 

The best is a dancing zebra, £13 
from Cudna, a gift shop in England’s 
Lane, London. When an aggres- 
sive mound of unanswered letters 
pushed him off the desk, I super- 
glued his hock bade and he’s fine. 
He’s stood by me through three 
books of poems and the painful mu- 
tations of a book 1 thought was on 
women's desire but is really on 
male rock music. Now that one’s 
nearly (touch wood) finished, I re- 
alise that I’ve depended on the 
cheerful cockeyed swirl of his chest, 
and his goatish grin. 

I like these animals, i think, be- 
cause most thin gs round us don’t 
need to be the shape they are. 
Radios in the shape of bumper cars, 
phones disguised as Elvis or 
Garfield - a lot of design makes 
changes only for the eye, to some- 
thing whose function is inside itself: 
likAa calculator. But animals - 
chBtahs, okapis, caribou or capy- 
baras - have to be their shape. An 
animal's shape says what it does: its 
beauty is determined by its function. 
As with tools. When a French farmer 
made a handle for Robert Frost’s 
axe; He showed me that the lines of 
a good helve/ Were native to the 
grain before the knife,/ Expressed 
them, and its curves were no false 
curve ! Put on it from without. 

Which Seamus Heaney says is 
about poetry as well as axe-handles. 



Ruth’s ark: animal sculptures are so satisfying because the subject's beauty is determined by their shape Kdbpesh Latkigra 


What makes a poem or axe-haft 
beautiful is aline that’s native to the 
material. In other words, organic. 

That word “organic” casts a spell 
today because we are stuffed to the 
gills with designed materials. Sains- 
bury’s “organic" food sales went up 
50 per cent in Camden last year. 
We scamper like lemmings to “or- 
ganic” shampoo, yoghurt compost, 
pain-killers or beef! (Beef may be 
lethal, but how’s it ever inorganic? 
“Organic” just means “maybe bet- 
ter for you" J If they made organic 
Apple MacsorFbrd Fiestas, there’d 
be a riot 

Yet “organic" is the enemy of 
“designed”, and we yearn for that 
too. We’re in an organic-versus- 
design double bind. “Engineered” is 
good when you're checking out the 
turbo elegance of a new Mercedes, 
bad when you put “genetic" before 
it We adore artificiality and shun it 
That’s why I like the paradox of a 
natural design: design created only 
by need. And the best example of 
that is a bird. Hence (1 think) the 
current craze for painted ducks. 


The best duck I know lives down 
the road from me and has seen 
Andrew O'Hagan through his first 
novel. She came from the Pyrenees 
- roan wings, blue neck, big white 
blob of an eye, kohl-black, self- 
possessed pupils: one day m find a 
duck like that I've got an elegant 
Zimbabwean heron for £26 from 
Zamani (which now sells tribal art 
in Higbgate Milage, beside the den- 
tist who’s looked after me since I was 
12), plus a £38 red goose from Kris- 
tan Baybars in Gospel Oak. 

Kristin Baybars looks like a 
toyshop, but the window says it 
isn’t “Any resemblance to a toyshop 
is in your imagination" Her anarchic 
dolls -house display (men shaving in 
the kitchen, women picking nits out 
of kids* hair) is obsessive, extra- 
ordinary and addictive. DoDs-house 



freaks from Holland to Honolulu 
murmur over minuscule dovecotes 
in the tumultuous back room. We 
chose wallpaper for my daughter’s 
dolls’ bouse there: green brocade for 
the Music Room, Turkish red fra- the 
stairs. Now she’s too grand for toys 
I go. unaccompanied, for painted 
animals. I spent the ad- 
vance for this year’s book 
of poems on an ark 
painted by Jill Hancock, a 
folk-paint genius with an 
eye for triangles. She used 
to make sumptuous 
boxes for Harrods but 
has now reverted to toys: 
though Baybars says she 
might make a box, on commission. 

Tve never learnt to paint, but Tm 
mesmerised by its techniques. 
Painting is like writing without 
worrying. My only medium, 
though, is matt emulsion. 

Since 17, the longest I’ve 
lived anywhere was six 

years. I once made y 


five kitchens in nine years: gas 
pipes, walls down, floors up, the lot 
It’s 

heD for living and working, but I love 
the way all that work changes how 
you see. I couldn't manage stencils; 
they’d smudge and I get anxious if 
I by to follow rules. And they are too, 
well, designed, for me. I only copy 
freehand. I spent a whole sum- 
' -i?!* /, mer painting the backdoor 
! %/ with two Balkan dancers 
from off a Greek Christ- 
iftr. “as card. 

m. .. 




Ruth Padel’s 
painted zebra 
and wooden 
Brazilian 
armadillo 


Some people read cookery books 
for comfort; I obsess over how-to- 
paint books. Anne Young’s Paint 
Roses and Castles: Traditional 
Narrow Boat Painting (from Heg- 
ners, a pilgrimage-worthy artists’ 
shop at South End Road, London) 
is too technical for me to use but I 
get a buzz from reading it 

“painting Blue Flower. Step 1 : 
Start flower with yeftow disc. Step 2: 

Encircle with mid-blue discs. Step 
3: Small white dots round yellow cir- 
cle. Step 4: Add pale blue strokes 
round edge of each petal. Step 5: Add 
a small off-centre pink crescent 
Start at the top. put slight pressure 
on brush, making the bristles spread 
a little. Gently lift pressure and 
turn point of brush very slightly so 
the paint trails away at the base." 

There. All you need. Do it (if you 
can) on watering-cans, pianos, 
shoe-horns, dog-kennels, dogs, 
computers, toothbrushes... any- 
thing you fancy. 

Wbod is my other obsession. Lop- 
ing after the zebra on the desk is a 
chunky naked wood ar madill o from 
Brazil. Our oak kitchen table came 
from my grandparents’ back porch. 
I poiyurethaned It to a dark, tigery 
brown like stubbed «flk Its only 
blemish is an add-burn from when 
my daughter's table-vandalising 
spaniel deckled a pack ofDuracel AA 
batteries was a treat unjustly with- 
held from her. She left the field only 
when add began dripping from her 
fangs. Dog fine; table scarred; bat- 
teries unusable. 

Paint on wood though, is the best 
tf both worids. Whoever painted my 

zebra curved the stripes perfectly 
into his friskily dependable wooden 
body. I once knew a mathematician 
researching zebra embryos. God 
knows where he found them in 
Oxford, but zebras are, apparently, 
the example of infinite mathematical 
randomness. \5>u never know what 
stripes wlD get up to next (See the 
jungle-fur frames round the new-look 
Miss SelMdge mirrors.) On my 
quilt-drenched desk, beside the com- 
puter I also dearly love but only for 
what it can do, I find that zebra 
dream of wood, paint, and endlessly 
random pattern to be endlessly 
comforting. 

Cudna, 8 England’s Lane, 
Belsize Park, London NW3 
(01 71-722 7093); Zamani, 314 
Highgate High Street London 
N6 ( 0181-348 4994); Kristin 
Baybars, 7 Mansfield Road, 
London NW3 (0172-267 0934); 
Hegners. 23 South End Road, 
London NW 3 (0171-435 0786) 


IN WOOD 



WOODEN ANIMALS can be 
found in the strangest of 
places, and the beauty of 
many of them is that they 
are often hand-made and 
usually unique. Check out 
charity shops, craft fairs and 
small, independent, African ‘ 
shops for unusual examples. 
The life-like fish pictured is 
made by Howard Raybould, 
who takes commissions 
and can be contacted on 0171- 
221 6884. 

THE CRAFTS Council Shop 
at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum can be a treasure- 
trove of intriguingly tactile 
little diversions, such as 
softly sculpted wooden forms 
by designers lil»-p Susan 
Wraight and Guy Taplin. 

Call the Crafts Council for 
details on 0171-589 5070 

MORE WIDELY available are 
Besmo Giraffes (single and 
“love pairs”) and their 
animal friends from Once A 
Tree, which has shops in 
Cheltenham, Bath, Perth, 
Oxford, Glasgow and 
Stratford Upon Avon. (Call 
01242 224642, for details.) 

The giraffes range from 
£7.50 for an Sin-tall model to 
£96.95 for the 48in version. 
Other animals include an 
elephant who supports a 
stool on his trunk (£91.95), 
some beautiful horses and 
dolphins (£25-375), and an 
adorable fish (£36.95). 

FOR A selection of fairly 
traded products from 
diverse, renewable sources, 
look no further than Oxfam’s 
catalogue and stores. 

(01865 313600 for stockists. 

For catalogues , caff 02392 
429428). 

Katy Guest 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


For Sales 


For Sales 
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by POST from GUERNSEY 

for Birthdays. Thank-you’s and Anniversaries 
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or 20 ft«y freest 


CODE 

CARNATIONS (mixed colours) 

CC1D 1U Lunay Carnation* Special Qflfcr X9-95 

IiSLumy Carnations 

24 Luxury CaittHls fio.95 


CIS 

CM 



FREESIAS (mixed colours) 

OF20 WPosyFiccstts Spectxxleiffer J3.9S 

, FUO 20 Luxun Recalls 

FL30 30 Luxury Rttrias Sl-i P5 

FLSO 50 Lunar Ftotsi* il7? * 

MIXED BOUQUETS (mixed colours) 

&M 10 Luxury Cumiitiris £ 15 Lusufv FrtestB & 1-1.95 

LM 15 Luxury Carnations ts 25 Luxury Ftasus S1R.55 




Add £1 for decorative ffibhoji and Bov.-. 
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; RAINBOW FLOWERS. PO BOX 5*0. 

I ST PETER PORT, GUERNSEY GY1 6HG 


UJWJR7 SHASWAL BOUQUETS (mixed colours) 
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Medium 

large 


£l"Pi 
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VAT FREE 
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Telephone your order on: 01392 435064 
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WATSON FLOOKMATS 

On dirty, wet days do you put down a towel 

on the floor tor your ‘best friend's' paws? 


•lOKitaartNOt ratal 
tam pto MI oop pvprfflb 
ariMprintstiftadoot 
■***,«»■ 
ufefafa. tabs' 



t9.ttaxBmau5.i5BH 
t2SJB.7Snxtfik»CSUS 

•tail debar ulff — M* ^ 

WbttST&fflEE WATS0N RjOORMATS 

TWFajc 018M499778 ^ 

u Liwreedg* urn, Road ' 

§ flepfOSJ 


A FUt.LV C.U4RANTEED * 

*i> TOP QUAUTV DRITiSH PRODUCT 



WEATHER-VAHES 
& BRACKETS 



1 Craftsmen made in UJ<. 

Super quality. Extensive range.* 

Assorted sizes to suit most locations. 

Brochure: Webbs, Unit 5, Fen End Ind., 
EsL Fen End, StolfokJ, Hitchin, SG5 40A. 

•Tel: 01462 734006 Fax: 01462 733445. 
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To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Independent 
lYaders Team 
on 

0171 293 2323. 


Fbr Sales 


POWER 

FOR 

PEDAL 

BIKES! 



When you’re tired o' 
pedalling just switch 
on the 

SINCLAIR ZETAE 
and take 



Tbi ntv ZFU abet ill ike tRan 
an a I cydiaj. Nika butfmtal i 
hna - takes kills vhh tsst. 
lit IrtMU, nuiranu ar tan mM. 
lit ZETt ta al riw kaid mi far ;h. 

• FITTS) IN MINUTE 
A UP TO II mph 

• SIMPLE TO USE 

• MAINTBMANCE FREE 

Q 12 MONTHS GUARANTEE 

• BATTERY RECHARGED 
FOR LESS THAN Ip 

Hills disoppeor. 
headwinds vanish 

ONLY £95 

WMIX Ok PHONE MOW 
MR YOUR (WS BMOA1ME 

01933 

279300 

SIKUIIUSJliaUD.IDe’I IN7D). 
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CONDOMS 
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DU83( FETHBUM 
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DUKSXEXmSAFE 

WOESHOVRAL 
WOOD'S BEST cam 
WOflUTS BEST assort iOHJM 
WORLD’S BEST (atari «)£1174 


ALL SENT POSTf^ffl 
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DO YOURBXT! 


Tto ahrsyn 
composted, but 
Id Lhfi last IS 

mnnLhw 1*70 

nu ulp 78L of 
t he Quest 
worm casta 
and gallons of 

liquidised 

bps. using a 
Cu-O-Voni - 
the ea nlast 
worms ry I*ro 
evar used. 

CaJl 0800 818 
Ibrati 
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Music 




Ploy Music! 

KM 


a the horns toorr*ig cans lor 
Sts pas. kBytxxvd or <vqan R 
requires no previous nssical 
kneMasga. and pmvidH a two 
By sreo oapreacn <o ptaytnp EfcOa. 
lx Mpa jnu Mam U play 

UMuUOng MutiC, DCChod up by 
nst-acuvo Bworaocal stua»o. 

Fordoofe an) na HaUssjcrMOcnB 
0121 707 1965 (2a hni m wta to. 
peniM (m) po Bos 73DG. Som, 
BS7FE. 
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Unusual Gifts 



For Sales 



faBfaofeCDd^adFRSeoMOOUlSH HFuxUs fans on 0171-07 03 
|S RwitamuposttxKpfjs E29),fO Ear 2712. LadcrWIASXi 


The 40 page April issne of the fwi REVIEW uderored entirely 5 
to so. As indeed ra the March issue and as, unless we are sent to ihc 3' 
Towct, shall be all future issues. 

the Emit REVIEW cddbntes sex with fine writing by well ^ 
known writers and fine Uhtstrarians by much admiral arise. 

At £2.50. each copy of the Emit REVIEW is a eoUeetoB item - 5 
provided you can find ii in die High Street- Whereas you can sub- £ 
scribe today and receive the next reo 
issues for the specially discounted 
price of £20 . Ah, the thrill of a bargain! 
flute mu for over 18‘ttnif 
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‘App ire m UK atoeripekraanfr for Europe OSSl Um 0150. 

8 0800 026 25 24 


CONSERVATORY TOO HOT ? 

Soiifliwi - EXTERNAL ROOF BLINDS 

Keeps out Heat & Glare - but allows light in! 

Suitable for all types of conservatory 

•Maintenance Free 
•5 yr Guarantee 

* flnee Installation 

• Nationwide Coverage 




Telephone 07071 223 629 NOW far information pack 

or to arrange for a no obligation sniwy & quotation 

Inshsde Awnmgs Ltd 
P anrilwfliMiilirw 
85 High Street 
Tonbridge Welli TNI 1YG 
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With summer approaching and thoughts turning 
to Wimbledon, it’s time to say ‘new balls, please’ and 
update your tennis gear. By Shaun Phillips 

Stop that 

terrible racket 





t's been a while since ten- 
nis has genuinely got the 
blood ra cing. Remember 
the days of “You cannot be 
serious. The ball was in”? 
The Davis Cup and 
i Britain's Greg Rusedski 
have recently been doing their 
damnedest to reinstate the sport in 
to the collective consciousness. 
Rusedski may have done it for the 
ladies but he is always a little too 
George Lazenby to truly galvanise 
the interest of both sexes. 

Whether he ever graduates to 
being the Sean Connery of tennis 
remains to be seen, but in the 
interim, at least, Rusedski's bacfc- 
handedly upped the ante for the 
sport this coming summer. But how 
to emulate the feats of our be- 
grudgingly-adopted national hero? 
Well the starting point must be to 
throw out that sad wooden Dunlop 
Max-ply that your mum bought you 
when you were 14, and get to grips 
with some of the sport's latest tech- 
nological developments. 

COURT 
VROOM 
DRAMA 

Name: Wilson 
Hyper Sledge 
Hammer 2.0 
Price: £229 
Stockists: 01294 
316200 
Description: 

Many of the lead- 
ing brands are 
made in the same 
country (Thiwan) 
by the same com- 
pany (Pro Kennex) using s imilar 
materials (titanium/graphite com- 
posites), so recommending a 
brand of tennis racket can seem an 
arbitrary business. What is impor- 
tant is choosing a racket that re- 
flects your standard of play. 
(Although there is no universally 
agreed scale, all manufacturers . 



grade their rackets according to 
level of competence.) 

The Wilson Hyper Sledge 
Hammer 2.0 looks similar to many 
other carbon/titanium composite 
rackets but it utilises the latest 
technology. Hyper Carbon, which - 
surprise, surprise - was previously 
used by Nasa in satellite space 
stations (.wouldn't it be ironic if it 
turned out to be the hinge of the 
toilet seats?). 

The racket is so light t22ig 
unstrung) that when I first picked it 
up Ihit myself in the face with it Vet 
despite being featherweight the 
Hyper Sledge Hammer 2.0 is four 
times stiffer than its peers, making 
it more powerful and less prone to 
vibrations. It also has the biggest 
sweet spot among leading com- 
mercial rackets. 

Suitable for: The 2.0 is a good 
model for beginner/intermediate 
players (more experienced players 
should go for the Hyper Pro Staff 5.0 
(£170, available from l June). 
Style: 

Anything else north recom- 
mending? If you're an Agassi 
wannabe, then opt for Head He uses 
the TLRadical (£149, 01635 555 800), 
which will be available here in May, 
but if you couldn’t hit a barn door 
with an oversize racket then go for 
the TLS5 (£200). 


NEW BALLS 
PLEASE 

Name: Wilson 
Titanium Tennis Ralls 
Price: £7 for four 
Stockists: 01294 316 
200 

Description; Since the 
average life span of a 
tennis ball in a pro 
match is nine games, 
the idea of toughening 
them up to main- 
tain their 
'j- - pressure for 
: v longer with a ti- 



tanium-lined core is persuasive. Al- 
though early types of titanium balls 
were weighty like conventional 
longlife balls, the new Wilson balls 
manage to combine durability and 
lightness. They’re still the same 
boring green colour, though. 
Suitable for: Hard hitters and 
skinflints. 

Style: 

Anything else worth recom- 
mending? How about one of those 
cages that tennis coaches noncha- 
lantly flick te nnis balls into, using 
their heel as they stroll around the 
court? The Ballport-Mini holds 36 
balls (£40, 01268 548 987) and the 
Ballport-80 holds 80 (£45). 

GOOD VISIBILITY 



Name: Bolle Competzvision 

Vi gilan te 

Price: £85 

Stockists: 0181-770 1766 
Description: It sounds like the 

name of a Cruise missile, but Vigi- 
lante are funky, steel-framed wrap- 
arounds with lenses designed to 
optimise the colour yellow, thus en- 
hancing ball vision. And they come 
with a spare set of smoked lenses for 
when you’re lounging around the 
club bar afterwards. Impressed? 
What do you mean, professional 
pkryers dorrt wear sunglasses? Bolle 
supplies photographic evidence that 
Martina Hingis wears them, and if 
they’re good enough for the world's 
top-ranked tennis player, then 
they're good enough for us. 
Suitable for: People who are not 
happy until they have spent afl their 
savings. 

Style: ★+* 

Anything else worth recom- 
mending? Slazenger’s High Visi- 
bility tennis balls (£6.50 for three. 
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0171-267 8000), the 
spheres of choice at 
Wimbledon since everyone 
moaned about the poor light there 
ruining their games. 

THE BAG MEN 

Name: Babolat Tennis Bag 
Price: £45 

Stockists: 01628 472 466 
Description: Companies like to 
call these carriers thermo bags, 
the idea being that they keep your 
racket at a 
constant 
tempera- 
ture, thus 
keeping 
the strings 
nice and 
taught. Tm 
sure this was 


uppermost 
in : Babolafs mind, as it is the 
world's top string manufac turer 
You, though, maybe more interest- 
ed by the feet that 
bag has a 
compartment 
for sweaty 
shoes 
and wet 
towels, 
and 
a side 
pocket 
at the 
front for your 



wallet, pzokle 
phone and car^ysfs^ 
member: turn off tiie phone before 
you start playing).- . 
Suitable for: People who perspire. 
Style: ★★ 

Anything else worth recom- 
mending? Wilson’s Premier Super 
Six Pack (£30, 01294 316 200), if 
you've got more rackets than sense. 
It sounds like an inflatable chest but 
actually it’s a bright red bag that can 
hold six rackets. 

FIRING SQUAD 

Name: Itennis Tutor 3 
Price: £L500 
Stockists: 01202 396 610 
Description: Sadly, the Tennis 


Tutor 3 looks more 
like a guitar amp than a Gatffing 
gun but dorrt be foded into thinking 
it’s a soft option. This machine 
holds more than 100 tennis balls 
which it fires at up to 90mph eveiy 
2-10 seconds for up to three hours 
before the heavy-duty battery re- 
quires recharging - The speed and 
trajectory of the ball are adjustable 
and it also has a time delay, so you 
don't have to sprint to the other end 
of the court 

Suitable for: Nobby no mates . 
Style: +★ ' fc ; . 

Anything else worth consid^R? 
leg? If this seems steep, thea.the 
Tennis Tutor Jr is only £900 (and 
operates at up to speeds of 60mph). 

ShatmFtuUips is deputy editor of 
"ZM 7 magazine 
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SrtttJHC 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: PERSONAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Voice 


'^THE INDEPENDENT 




Get a taste of the excitement of 
finding true love. 

With the personals we pay more 
than just lip-service to your 
needs. So if you’re searching for 
your ideal partner, give us a call. 
It's fast, easy and completely 
FREE to place your ad. 

Simply call the freephone number 
below to place your FREE ad 
and give your love-life a little 
mouttvto-mouth resuscitation! 


Y°i£lPersonalsf 


Woi Peranah* 

The Independent an Saturday and in The 


oaeh week in 
on Sunday 


Place your FREE Voice Personals ad on freephone 

0800 216 350 

Voice- Personals - because you know it makes sense 


IN SEARCH OF DOBOW 
Petite, vivacious. attractive single 

mcrtw.earty 40a. hut gM at heart. 
WBJ-educatedTBadrtravafiBd. with an 
insatiable energy and optimi s m, 
seeking an honourable gentleman. 
40-55, to share the usual cultural 


London. 


, and (aunts f 
•fffiZ 72_ 


BoP tm jowl m »t call id mot W meifaumga tree, ncwwf aewnsai wiMtam rprvlBTawiMiirw>r<fJprwr»^T. 

iwevs PSMs»«ETO5«rittBBHtasw«a£dt«Jt}B^Tta*wrewtei — 1 

latfcawt tttnuiKMidiPM'aftgiBfluiiiohaingrKOBMatacBiywag.jiBui 
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0869 216 SSI 

09065 547 141 
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FUN-LOVING EX-MOOEL 
Creative. sfim Tamale, is seeking a 
fit male, aged 30-40. lor rom a nce. 

Scotland. 1T6g66 

SEEKS SOUL UATE 
Attractive, Ovefy. tun. inteKgem. lov- 
ing tamale. with many interests, 
seeks dmfiar man. lata 30s-e»ty 
40s. tar com pa nion shi p, laughs, and 
loving, long-wmi retatottship. 

gftgsa 

BROWN-EYED GIRL 
Sensational, back single mirn. stu- 
dent. ST. enjoys tashon shows, 
dancing, dramas. shopping, nights 
in. travelling back to Sw Canbtwan. 
seeks honest, good-taoking. cartng. 
loving guy. 20-33, blackrtvhrte. lor 
tong lasting relationship. -C6165 
BEWITCH INC WOMAN 
With style and a wicked smile, 
seeks warm, witty, wise, renascence 
man. 40-50. experienced to rescuing 
mvkahoVcs and admiring women 
vmo stay their own dragons 

Mtodase* based PSW? 

EUROPEAN CONNECTION 
AOiactlva. Sfim. Independent pro- 
fessional brunette, pane, into the 
arts, opera, classical musre navel, 
social scenes, seeking attractive, 
successful, genuine, sensible. pro- 
fessional male, 45-50. lor happy 

retationslw 1T6276 

TIRED OF 

THE SAME OLD SCENE 
Engaging, warm, vibrant. Inenety 
tamale, late 30s. quality and deep 
into personality, interested in cine- 
ma. seeks mole. 35-40. lor Inend 
stan/rdlaiiortstap. London area 

trsiao 

QUIRKY HUMOUR? 

Vegetarian? Questioning? Keen 
p ho tographer? Would you Ske to 
meat simiar. in tal. simnush. 
grounded, very young. dO^ome- 
ttang female? m East Susser area 

pretefafaty TT6155 

VEGETARIAN VACANCY 
Best Wend wanted tar happy outgo- 
ing. professional lady, 50s. into spn- 
tugl grgw, theatre, films, garderang. 
good company, would sun «neh- 
nm, senstttve, vegetarian male 
(Mies (or promotion Suttoik 

■zrsioi 




to respond to any ad. Calls cost 
the normal 3T premium rate of 
£1 per minute at all times 


ADVENTUROUS FEMALE 
intaUgem. gootMooking tamale, 
brown har/eyes. 24. 5'4". Ekes 
horse raUng. traveling, music, pete, 
enema, seeks male. Smlar age. 
5*4' and above. 34-30, tar friendship 
and romanca WG0S6 
DOES SIZE REALLY MATTERY 
AHracJve, geoetwsty propotttened 
woman. 40$. with a generous heen 
to match, seeks sensbve. afledtan- 
ate male, tar comoantanshD. possi- 
ble relationstap- Hertfordsiwe. 
«9M 


CELTIC LASS 

Stogta Irish tamale, travel prates 
aortal, very down-io-eanh. Is seek 
tag a taU. dark male. N/S. to enpy 
classical music, the great outdoors. 
and much, much more. TH52S4 
LIVE LIFE TO THE MAX 
Fun-tavtng. sfighBy mad. inteNgent. 
dwwvto-eanh lemata. 35. Sfl". 
Wonder green, e/yoys shopping, 
swimmng, squash, seeks mate. 35- 
40. 5y and above, with statflar 
toterests. tar friendship at bst. 

P6059 

CHRISTIAN LADY 
Single. 33. N/S. medum buHd. hon- 
est. kmd -hearted, loves animals. 
wilcWe. coumrvwdercoasL seeks 
Christian gent 30-45. friandshv, 

taadvvj lo romance. TT6055 

HAPPY OPTIMIST 
Creative, independent, lalr-haired. 
btae-eyed. fairty til female. 33. into 
tan. friends, witting, adventurous 
travel, the arts, seeks Bw-mnded 
rnate. 30-40 London based. TT5997 
ATTRACTIVE & SUM 
Bmwrveyed female. 40. many arts- 
based totereets. seeks handsome 
male. 3S45. with GSOH, tar friend- 
stap retettonship London area 

■H-5988 

ATTRACTTVE » CLASSY 
Very attractive. sSm tamale. 49. 5W, 
dark naif. Intelligent, interesting, 
anpys good taod/wtne and mate 
company, is seeking a successful, 
professional m^e, aged 47-56. who 

Is strung but qetnte TT6282 

LUST FOR LIFE 

Aw active, artistic, outgoing, hm-tov 
mg. professional lady. slim. Worxfa 
toterasted in the aits, good food and 
wine, dancing, holidays, seeking 
attractive, sensitive, land. Intel Sgert. 
wel -educated, pnriesstoral man. 
45-55. to share mrerasts. London. 

■nr62B9 

SEEKING SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Canng. ftenutne. loving lady. 59. 

4 if. GSOH. IMIS, medium budd. 
enioys Bne dancing, swimming, 
walktog. meeting people, seeks gen- 
uine gentleman. 60-65. tar trie no - 
shp. conparkonshp. possible refa- 

tlonshra tK058 

BELLE IN BELFAST 
WelTigem. Men. attractive woman. 

SB. no enema. Bits, travel. keep-M. 
seeks tan. honest, sincere male, tar 

friendship -g-5983 

CELTIC DREAMING 
Fair-skinned, btae-eyed redhead, 

36. medium heigh], curvaceous. Imo 
aits, music, literature, yoga, fault- 
ier. seeks bke-mtnded man. 32-40 

Herts. XT5991 

GREGARIOUS FEMALE- 
..JV 5T5”. bionds/green. SW 
London. professionaL enfoys cook- 
ing. saying m. tenrtB. hoWays. 
weekends away, seeks msde^tMO. 
taB. professorial, intaligem. to make 

herlaunh- WB 

DELICIOUS BRUNETTE— 

...with pote and smoukter. seeks 
one very tafcutous. lal. chartsmabc. . 
SUttffishi man, 35-45, to work her 

He out with, -0-6052 

HOLDING OUT FOR LOVE 
Stint, gdden-sklnnad woman, |ust 
back from. Africa, mtn Was adven- 
lures, sol dinging perilously to 
notion, no need to settle tar less 
than love, needs til, happy, confi- 
dent. wmy. independent literal 
Pulwar lo prove hw right. P6167 


SEEKING SCORPIO 
Sim [Xflch lady. 62. enjoys garden- 
ing and file, is seeking a warm, car- 
ing and suosessM gentleman, lor a 
long-lasting relationship trfiZK 



DESPERATE 

Emotionally Astorted by previous 
relationships. Mate. 50s. believes in 
MCSrise, Into reading, sport, eyeing, 
is seeking a Bvan. aquarian or 
gem Ini tamale, any age. tor friend- 
ship first then who knows’ «rt>28S 
MATE FOR LIFE 
Asian male. 43. seeks amort. Hod. 
educated, understandtag. good- 
looking temate. any reUglorV caste, 
for retabte. trustworthy relationship. 


IT'S IN THE STARS 
Two caring, cha ri sma tic, cancerian 
mates. 34/33. S\W. blue and 
green eyas, brown hafr and reason- 
ably handsome, enjoy pubs, cine- 
ma. theatre, good food are seeking 
two tatoBpert. attractive, saphtad- 
camri tartes under 30 TT6271 
BATH MALE 

Quiet male. 41. N/S, own fiat. sNght- 
fy dteabied. Into cinema, aviation, 
meats out computing, seeking lady, 
up to 45. tar (riendshyt evenings 
out and maybe mote. TT&270 
FRANCOPHILE 

Divorced, aquaran mate teacher, 
young 55. more rich than wealthy, 
enjoys good conversation, swinv 
rrtng. chess, gardening, wine, trav- 
el. seeks blonde, slim lady. 30*. NE 

or anywhere ggg 

HAPPY GUY SEEKS.. 

Professional mate. 36. tal. datk. 
cartng. with many Interests, seeks 
woman. 25-40. tor friendship 
OxorVBucks'N Hants. ttSOOO 
VERY URGENT 

Ring me now. I’m alone in London 
and Seek plan Jane. 30s. but wal- 
sodptured. to love and rare lor. 

■0*6164 

INDEPENDENT ROMANTIC 
Professional mate. 35. enjoys travel 
good conversation, sports, arts, 
seeks Ska -minded anracthre. pro 
(essionai lemata Bristol based 

-a- 5990 

THIS IS NO YOLK- 
London male. 33. seeks temate. to 
share left over Easter egg. Farts of 
Ceflne Dion, rap muste or anyone 
with an >0 lower than room temper 
atute need not apply. q^l6B ; 
STILL SEEKING— 

..Jhat otashre. mu ac- loving, Meresi- 
tag. kindred spirit. Graduate gente- 
man. 57. seeks lady, under 58. » 
share He s many pleasures. In a 
long-term retetionshp Bristol. 

graao 

BLACK & GENTLE 
Black wemture graduate, N/S, 
GSOH. loves the arts, travel and 
good toad, seeks positive, profes- 
sional woman. 28 38. ran and 
colour unmponam. w8h or wtfhouf 
children, tar posstota letedontfip. 
*6277 


SOUL MATE SEARCH 
Tall, attractive, hard-working male. 
25. into antiques and property reno- 
vation, seeking tateUgent temate 
company, tar friendship and raiaflan- 

bMp. tt6275 

DIVORCED HALE. 50 
AftectioratB, polesatonal mtee. 
seeks temate. any age, to share Ifa 

with. P6281 

UNWERSTTY GRADUATE 
Cosmopolitan mtes, 41, 6". aim. fit 
Dkes ImeHaciual chaJtenges and 
laughter. Is seeking a very sum, 
attractive partner, aged 28-35. who's 
discerning and ready lor adventur- 
ous luture. Sooth west TT6279 
FROM OUT OF NOWHERE- 
Good-taokvtg. prtdassiortal male, 

3t . 510*. seeks sktanyfbig build 
bubbly temate. any agataolour. Vary 
large women also most welcome. 
Looks unknportam. GSOH dssen- 
Bal II you leave a message I 
promise to net back lo you. t>6l74 
LOOK NO FURTHER 
Attradiva. professional, total tactual, 
sen-employed male, 34. no Has. 
attars sports. sodaWng. seeking 
sbmar, dynamic, pedte, N/S temate, 
tori 


se 


ELOQUBfT BUT SOMETIMES— 

. Jnartkaifate mate graduate, 39, 

67, ertas comreisation. red wtoe, 
Hms, sea® hedonistic female, to 
share Interests. Gfoucs. PS387 
FWST-T1IIE ADVERT 
Black male, 20s, 5". sfim bufid. out- 
ing. tun-loving, very romanOc. brio 
am. dance, modelling. sociaEs- 
ktg. Bvfng He, seeks open-minded. 
British temate, ary race, lor serious 
retetteraNp. maybe more. »8 t 7D 
PERSONALITY COUNTS 
Fin thoughtful sansOtve. caring 
male readier. 27. seeks kind, caring 
temate. Oriental lady most welcome. 

London. 176157 

IRISH CULTURE VULTURE 
Artist academic, polyglot, ectoata, 


YOUNG TALL HANDSOME 


Good-looking, 

(kesnuste. 



male, 
fn/out, 
ng woman, 
and enjoying We. 



SOUL MATE SEARCH 
Attractive archtteo. 30s, 5 '9'. 
dark/green-biue. sSmmtsh, N/S. out- 
going- spontaneous, romantic, loves 
sports, cyckng. wafio. arts. axhU- 
lions, travel socialsing, seeks cre- 
ative temate. on si miter wavelength, 
tar possible serious relationship. 
TurtcfconhanViwartrr -05633 
TALL AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
Male. 31. ikes music, sport, travel, 
seeks independent lady, over 25, to 
share fun times, maybe more. 

■grass 

CEREBRAL MAUL. 

...45. seeking a bookish soul mate, 
with passion, who's Into travel, five 
riuslc and good wine. London area. 

TT6161 ■ 

CULTURED BLACK MALE 
Articulate, consdous and caring 
mtee. 54. Is seeking a tamale part- 
ner who has slnritar attrtoutss. 

ggiea 

SUNNY OUTLOOK 
Teacher. 47. 5'l(r. friendly, easygo- 
ing nature, finds Interest In many 
aspects of We. would Ike to share 
friendship wtrti an attractive, tawnt- 

oent woman, gsire 

TALL WTTTY DOCTOR 
Singla mate 28. seeks suftabte-sin- 
gte woman, s imilar age. sarcastic 
and lately it possbte. London. 

g6095 

HLL OF BEANS 
TbungJotikHig student counsellor 
aged 34. 6T. easygoing, coring. 
woughtM and iwnorous. enioys 
fibns. eating out and relaxing with 
friends, is seeking an Independent 
caring terrain, to enjoy Bte with. 

Newcastle area. gfl2B7 

MATURE & CHARtSMATIC 

j black mate, seeking gophisti- 

ftemnlB, to share romantic pur- 
smta ol a spactai kind tfStug 
LEFTIST BUT WITTY 
Mate library derV 33. tetied wrkor. 
gontte and willy, undoamatk: tafllsL 
fetes pubs, warns, cydmg. kxtd. con- 
versatioa seeks compasston. 
tiaughtful, non-ma(erialst)c temate. 
for riafiortshlp. Oxonlondorv North 
EasL q6084 


unprarenSouB, tafttsh, sensitive, non 
rich. 46, 5^", presentable, seeks 
younger, warm, cultured, eiegam 
fady. Sooth LondorvStrrrey/Wortti 

East Ireland. TTSlOO 

IDEAS TURN IKON 
Shy, Incurably romantic teacher. 42, 
seeks tactite, sensual lady. lor lona- 
term relattonshlp. Any area. P6154 
PLEASE REPLY 

Tail, dark, handsome, sefl-emptayed 
busktessmait, 40. seeks happy, 
inteffigam. beautiful gtefnend. 24-32 

London. ■85964 

STOPI READ THIS CAREFULLY 
Professional guy. 40s. bt, 
dartebrawn, uhlatic. wefi-butt. fifrS. 
GSOH. seeks lady, under 40. N/S. 
GSOH. for friendship Initially, hopa- 
toJgHteting love. London/surround 

ATTRACTIVE ENIGMATIC MALE - 
30a. seeks InteNgent. witty woman, 
to share laughs, wine, blues, good 
times and more. North West. 

1T5995 

GOOD-LOOKING TEACHER- 
--36. PS", enjoys pubs, sports, art 
Hmc. seeks lady, tar irtendstvg, anl 

run. 1T5994 


MUSIC LOVER 

Grvtaale. pratessional, mala. 51, 
Ikes classical music, hfetarfc hous- 
es. books, history, the arts, seeks 
sinter mate. 40-50. tar friendship. 
Ppsstote 1-2-1. South YbrksfNorth 
Mkfands area. mt75 



POSSIBLE FUTURE 
Female. 33, 5'6". sfim buftf. attrac- 
tive. Swidofi based, enjoys going 
out Iheatre, onema. eating out 
sroaksfrtg. coumrysicla and walks, 
seeks iBmttte, tar friendship flrsL 
W6321 — 



HI. I'M JOHN 
Athletic male, mid- 30s. 
p(M who are loohing for that I 
extra, tor healthy, adventun 
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• •• Recently featured on 
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Club Sirius the Introduction Agency for the 
■ intelligent, articulate and well educated. 

] 0,000 members nation-wide must be right! 
Choose from our entire database before you 
- decide. Enjoy over 200 events and holidays, 
Call for a Free Information Pack on 

0800 542 3000 

3:30am -10:30pm 7 days a week or write to 
FREEPOST 305 London EC1B 1SY. 

• Visit our Website http://wwvv.clubsirius.com 
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Independent advice for the Independent traveller: 

FROM THE ONLY NATIONAL NEWSPAPER TRAVEL SECTION THAT REFUSES FREE TRIPS 

The Caribbean’s pressure valve 

It has a brooding volcano, a jazz festival and pushy black marketeers, but St Lucia is still a tranquil haven. By Frank Partridge 

I t may not have the earth- 
shattering potential of 
KraSatoa, or even the 
Soufriere Hills of nearby 
Montserrat, but the dor- 
mant volcano on St Lucia 
- also known as Soufriere 


'■j-'.zzz. 
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I t may not have the earth- 
shattering potential of 
Krakatoa, or even the 
Soufriere Hills of nearby 
Montserrat, but the dor- 
mant volcano on St Lucia 
- also known as Soufriere 
might well be described as an 
earth-saver. Lying roughly in the 
middle of the 600-mile crescent of 
atlas-blobs fringing the eastern 
Caribbean, what's claimed to be 
the world's only “drive-in'’ volcano 
has done iittie more than bubble and 
hiss since it last blew its top in 1780. 

The drive-in takes you to a some- 
what disappointing acre or two of 
boiling mud, steam and sulphurous 
gas - from which foul- smelling ele- 
ment ail four West Indian Soufrieres 
erive their name - and the minibus 
ordes are guided through at such 
a breathless pace that the experi- 
ence can be fitted in between a late 
breakfast and an early lunch. Tb 
those dismayed by the distinct lack 
of lava, the guide is unapologetic: 
“It's only thanks to us that all the 
other islands on the fault line don't 
go up,” he boasts. “This is the safety 
valve on the pressure cooker; where 
all the gases can escape. Mar- 
tinique, St Vincent and the others 
should realty be paying us a volcano 
tax." The science may be doubtful, 
but the humour is very St Lucian - 
and he may just be right 
. ^ Every year, up to 200 vulcanolo- 

\ " ; gists keep a weather-eye on any 

-v .raj ct subtle changes in Soufriere’s activity 
y la a: thatmayportend future tfisasters on 
- - 4 the scale of Montserrat m; at the be- 

r -v : • --si: ginning of the century, Martinique, 

" ■ - ip. cir-r where all 30,000 inhabitants of the 
• Tkha former capital Saint-Pierre, were 
"• : -PE suffocated or burnt to death when 

• — - -■;i- caa < Mount Pelde erupted. 

•vv.: ;• ir « And, for all its latter-day tame- 
ness, St Lucia's under-performing 
ic far: ’■ •; vn volcano has left behind two of the 

* * scenic icons of the West Indies: the 

r p else i-.orth to™ (fepiatic Piton peaks, soaring sheer 
:.r..- !•:«• a off of the sea almost to the douds. 
.. *» . Not that St Lucia's 240 square 

- . . -prriu'c miles of rainforest banana planta- 
tions and contrasting coastlines are 
short of eye-catching vistas. The ma- 
jority of visitors base themselves in 
the north-west strip of low-rise 
’ hotels that stop just short of disfig- 
- uring the beaches. One stretch of 
coastline near the capital Castries, 

0171 293 2585 



a historical tour of a colonial plant- 
ation, All very worthy and improv- 
ing, but totally eclipsed by the 
simple, easy-living, mind-emptying 
magic of the Caribbean beach. We 
were almost instantly tranquHlised. 

The colours really are as vivid as 
the travel agents’ posters suggest 
Even the most tremulous swimmer 
is seduced from the shade of the 
palm across the sand and into the 
warm waves. The heat is tempered 
by the .Caribbean's buflt-in air con- 
ditioner; the trade winds that blew 
Columbus there 500 years ago. And 
to accompany the sundowner the 
distant sounds of reggae and calypso 
are counterpointed by a chorus of 
tree frogs, a pleasing reminder that 
you are a long way from home. 

On the last day, we had almost to 


Rodneys-* 

Boy) 

jl?! Castries \ 
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l&Soufiltre ^ , 10 miles ,j 



Sonfri&re may underperform as a volcano, bnt it gives rise to some of best scenery in the Caribbean 


has been sacrificed to a massive 
American-owned oil-storage depot, 
while in the north, on the ribbon of 
empty sand between Rodney Bay 
and the 18th-century British naval 
look-out at Pigeon Island, a sprawl- 
ing Hyatt Regency is being knocked 
noisily into shape amid the palms. 

Andyet, just a few miles away, the 
potholes in the island's mqjor road 
are so deep and dangerous that 
locals have protested by placing 
banana plants in the middle of the 
carriageway -just in case the roads 
minister happens to be passing. 


The gulf between rich and poor 
on St Lucia is as pronounced as 
anywhere in the developing world, 
but the feet that the island's beaches 
are all public means that the two 
extremes collide on a routine basis. 
The clients of even the most deluxe 
hotels are periodically roused from 
their beach -slumbers by hawkers 
playing a game of cat-and-mouse 
with the beach police, trading il- 
legally in anything from soothing 
skin balm (you need a vendor's 
licence) to drugs (banned outright). 

The offer of an adroitly carved 


coconut bird-feeder or a necklace of 
semi-precious stones invariably 
leads on to the whispered “I can offer 
you the best ganja on the island, 
man". Alluring to some, of course, 
but sinister and threatening to 
others. The traders size you up and 
offer accordingly. One of them quick- 
wittedty abandoned his attempts to 
sell me drugs when be spied an el- 
derly, rather sunburnt American 
lady approaching. “Take the sting 
out of your skin, ma’am!" he cried, 
producing an aloe vera plant from 
his satchel like a rabbit from a ma- 


gician's hat I marvelled at his sales- 
manship, but worried about the 
damage the black marketeers are 
doing, not only to the island's 
banana-dependent economy, but 
also to its image. 

A few days in the sunshine, 
though, and the heavy selling cools. 
The torso starts to brown, anxieties 
recede, and a kind of beach-wise cool 
is developed One teenage jewellery 
trader, fresh out of school finally 
abandoned his sales patter and told 
us of his dreams: one day he wanted 
to operate a fleet of motorboats. But 


Bruce Adams 

why didn't he look far a job at one of 
the new hotels? “There’s no sense 
in working up there, man - they’d 
pay me 40ECs a day [Eastern 
Caribbean dollars: less than £10] - 
and you can make as much selling 
a necklace to a tourist” It was hard 
to feel affronted after that 
We had stepped on to the island 
from the grey of Gatwick, anxious 
not to waste a few precious days in 
the sun simply sizzling on the beach. 
We booked a series of excursions - 
to the rainforest to the mountains 
by jeep, a sunset cruise by tall ship. 


be dragged off the beach, resolving 
never to allow another winter to pass 
without returning to the Caribbean 
- although preferably a little less ex- 
pensively in future. We had barely 
scratched the surface of the island, 
but it hardly seemed to matter. 
Nothing seemed to matter. And 
maybe that's the best thing St Lucia 
has to offer We had touched that 
valve, and all the pressure had been 
released. Just as the wise man at 
Soufrifere had promised. 

FranJc Partridge paid £976 far 11 
nights in St Lucia with Kuoni (01306 
742222), including scheduled flights 
on British Airways from Gatwick 
and room-only accommodation at 
the three-star Rex St Lucian. 

The 1999 S£ Lucia Jazz Festival 
takes place throughout the island 
between Sand 16 May. Fbr more de- 
tails contact the St Lucia Tourist 
Board at 421a Finchley Road, Lon- 
donNW36HJ (0171-431 3675) or visit 
www. sQuciajazz.com 


TRAVEL - AS the music 
business has long realised, 
from Chuck Berry (“Route 
66") and Cliff Richard 
(“Summer Holiday”) via 
Prefab Sprout (“From 
Langley Park to Memphis”) 
to the Fun Lovin' Criminals 
(“Korean Bodega") - helps 
sell pop records. Now some 
of them are turning vicious. 

Elvis Costello's ascenbic 
new single is “Toledo” Is it, 
you may wonder; about the 
lovely Spanish town or the 
unlovely city in Ohio? In fact, 
it addresses the citizens of 
the former; about the latter 
“Do the people living in 
Tbledo know their name 
hasn ’t travelled very wen?" 

Such chiding is mild 
compared with the Welsh 
popsters Catatonia's 
blistering attack on the 
capital. “A black cab roars 
through the neon disease”, 



SIMON CALDER 

Travel helps sell pop 
records but now some 
in the music business 
are turning indents 


warbles singer Cerys on the 
track “Lomfinium”: “London 
never sleeps, it just sucks 
the life out of me and the 
money out of my pocket.” 

Most vituperative of all is 
Divine Comedy’s “National 
Express”. This hommage to 
the long-distance coach 


operator begins cheerfully 
enough - “Take the 
National Express when 
your life's in a mess/ It'll 
make you smile” - but then 
launches into a tirade 
against the prices of the in- 
bus catering, and the looks 
of the people who serve it 

“On the National Express 
there's a jolly hostess 
selling crisps and tea/ She'll 
provide you with drinks and 
theatrical winks for a sky- 
high fee/ Miniskirts were in 
style when she danced 
down the aisle back in *63/ 
But it’s hard to get by when 
your ass is the size of a 
small country.” 

Hugh O’Shaugbnessy has 
a kinder opinion of the bus 
company on page 25. 

OLDER READERS may 

recall our Christmas 
competition. There has been 


so much going on in the 
murky old travel business 
that the winning names 
have had to be postponed 
repeatedly - along with their 
tie-breaks: “Where I would 
most like to be kissed..." 

Paul Voogt of Whitstable 
nominates the Algerian 
town of Amour. He is one of 
the six winners of Lonely 
Planet's Brief Encounters: 
stories of love, sex and 
travel, along with JM 
Jennings of Watford (“The 
International Date Line, 
where a single kiss could 
last 24 hours"); Jim Horton, 
Tam worth (“In bed"*; David 
Lloyd Rees, Swansea (“The 
Oval Office of the White 
House”); Bill Thackray, 
Croydon (“Up the Khyber 
Pass”); and C CalJion. 
Durham (“Bashful Alley, 
Lancaster City, for the 
contradiction in terms"). 


AND COME BACK FREE 
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Now this is j good deal. Take a break 
from only £42 per adult. You pay one 
way and come back free of charge. 

Sail direct with vour car from 
Newcastle to Norway, Sweden, Germany 
or Holland or from Harwich to Denmark 
or Germany. Life in the sea lane beats 
life in the fast lane by miles. 

Ic goes like this. Drive on board, put 
your car in park and yourself in neutral. 
Then relax and make the most of your 
time with us. 

Take it easy. Stroll the deck and sample 
the bars. Fill up en route and ruck inro 
the sumptuous Smorgasbord. Sample the 
a la carte menu or treat yourself to a 
delicious fresh pastry in the cafe. 

Live it up. At night there's live music, 
disco and dancing. Then it’s off to bed in 
the comfort and calm of your air- 
conditioned cabin. Arrive refreshed and 
ready for the road ahead. 

lr only takes one journey to know, 
Scandinavian Seaways is the way to go. 


Rome 

Cifcm 
berth type 

Mid 

Seaton 

HiRta 

Season 

Hanridi-etjng 

(Demnarfcl 

4 ImilJj economy 

(shared IhdEriei) 



Harwteh/Nemattle- 

Hosnbnxg 

4 berth economy 
(rimed 6ui&oMi 


£«7 

Newamie-Ainwenbjn 
OJiuuklm. Holland) 

4 berth economy 
(chared bdJirim) 


£S6 

Ncwcanlr- 

Rxtounwul 

(Notwayl 

4 tank economy 
{shared fariW") 

£J7 

£105 

Newcastle* 

GotlieaUng 

(Sweden) 

4 both economy 
(ihtred teeffiaec) 

£8i 

£115 


Gal tor offer drab induing vshfafe rates 
p»s other cab*i prices end weekend a^emnnss 

Book now on 

tv w 'v' *w' w '■& 

quoting code 21332 offer closes 24 April 
For a brochure call 

quoting code 9B091. 


0\ 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SEAWAYS 

www.icansea.com 


Pnoss valid lor return journeys only. Rearm tares calculated as 1 standard single tare - idler vafld on passenger tare arty vehicles charged at brochure pries. Not appScaUa on 
At-rrwartaie Nomrtmuni stay.Majomumstay6 raghts (incluiflnflni^HBOn snolfl nights (yiNea^wteJOWtajisaiKl-Gothenburg routs. Not vsSdwth senior ettfifln or student dbcouns 

tiui valid with oiid otscouu. Not vend tor Ccromodona or single cabins Journey must commence In the UK. Cancetakm more than 21 days 50%. less man 21 days 100%. 
Payment m lul a' ume of booking. Otter suojeci lo auaSoblUy and cannoi be used In ootymedon with any other otter or dfecom pubfahed in Scandinavian Swnys 
orocnuws re etsewnere. Only tipi cable on new boota** Also subtler to Scandinavian Seawevs wims anrt.erwWniw «w "rirejd m •*-> s*»o 
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| CURRENT BEST BUYS ON THE WORLD'S FINEST AIRLINES | 

meunes mm 
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no* 

SYDNEY 

£301 £476 

NEW YORK 

£142 £188 

CARIBBEAN 

£207 £207 

PERTH 

£299 £474 

BOSTON 

£142 £195 

MEXICO CITY 

£225 £342 

AUCKLAND 

£299 £442 

WASHINGTON 

£142 £195 

RIO 

£277 £429 

BANGKOK 

£223 £354 

CHICAGO 

£168 £222 

JO'BURG 

£266 £331 

HONG KONG 

£266 £373 

FLORIDA 

£162 £190 

CAPETOWN 

£295 £435 

SINGAPORE 

£256 £369 

LOS ANGELES 

£186 £235 

NAIROBI 

£239 £336 

BAU 

£244 £409 

SAN FRANCISCO £202 £233 

DUBAI 

£221 £247 

TOKYO 

£30! £50! 

TORONTO 

£186 £264 

CAIRO 

£143 £219 

INDIA 

£210 £368 

VANCOUVER 

£221 £229 

AROUND THE WORLD £701 

1 PLUS DISCOUNTED QUALITY ACCOMMODATION PER ROOM PER NIGHT FROM | 


HOTELS CAR 


TRAILFINDERS 



42-50 CAMS COURT ROAD 

LONOHAULTMVBs 


LONDON W86FT. 

0171-938 3366 


194 l®JSINGION H1CH STREET 

UM4GHMUL1RAVO! 
FAST & BUSifOSS C1ASS. 


LONDON. W8 7RG 

0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 


BALI 

RETURN FLIGHTS ON 
SINGAPORE AIRLINES & 

7 NIGHTS IN A FIRST CLASS HOTEL 
FROM ONLY £525* PER PERSON 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 21 5 Kensington high street 


LONDON W8 6BQ 

0171-937 5400 


AUSTRALIA £29 • USA £34 • AFRICA £41 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £26 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £21 PER DAY 

CALL NOW FOR OUR TA1LOBMADE WORLDWIDE OR NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


'DCSC3 CTi hvi l S.-lCl r 

SIDGAPORE AIRLinES 


FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF 
THE TRAILFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
0171 933 3366 
ANYTIME 


' 22-24 THE PROW QUE£NSW/y 

WOBIOWIMTOVE: 


BSMINGHAM B4 60S 

0121-336 1234 


48 CORN STREET 

WORLDWIDE TRAmt 


BRISTOL 851 1HQ 

0117-929 9009 


254-284 SAUCWEHALL SWEET 

WORLDWIDE TTJAVBj 
FIRST A BUSINESS OASSs 


GLASGOW G23ffl 

0141-353 2224 
0141-353 2400-..' 


58 DEANSGaTE 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 

BRST A BUSINESS CLASS: 

7.0 RlKfY PLACE NEWCASTLE NE1 BJQ 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0191-2612345 


MANCHESTER M3 2FF 

0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


MOL 1458 IMA AHTA697D1 


TRAILFINDERS DOES NOT IMPOSE CHARGES ON CREDIT CARDS 


NO INSURANCE FEE FOP FULL PROTECTION AGAINST AIRLINE INSOLVENCY - CAA APPROVED 


OUR TRAVEL CENTRES ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 







USA 

Canady 


CSfjr Break -1 
Sydney 

Stay 5 nights - pay for 4ma 
Studio Apartment ind. breakfast 



^ai'Easj 


low 

fares... _ 

Cruises, tnreekend 
shopping trips, theme parks, 
national parks & wildlife. 


Combine 



a 01420*88724/ 0171497 0515 


101420-88380 / 0171*287 5559 




| Thailand . Singapore, Indonesia, 
^Malaysia, Hang Kong. ChinaA 
^^radise islands, exciting U 
, ^mcu lture, trekking, car 

shhS 


Victoria 
Fails 

3 night 

, from 



) 


f per person, 
o tease call for details 




Round the World s 

iii, Oz & lllew Zealand £975 


flying with a ^ F i T rauElling 01 April 

sincAPonE airl "es a i k N f \ v Z e a l a n D Nsv£,lAL ' 4,RAL,a 30 November 1999 


Includes: 

UNLIMITED FREE STOPOVERS in the r:-r Sis? ir.d South Podfic ire : uc 
SINGAPORE. BANGKOK. HONG KONG. Fill. Hov.-di ond lot Ar.jctes 
irany .Tic/T choices evsilfbls 
2 FREE domestic Uichts WITHIN AUSTRALIA 
2 FREE domestic Iker.ts WITHIN NEW ZEALAND 


IRA / 


AO fares arm from and include pre-pold 



TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 

from 

only 


US A, CA R HIRE 

from S29 Sifttam 


pbUauIJMi 

nqppiyj 3T*0*& 


HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 

Far East Mm AgWati USA imm 


conditions apply - ask for details 


’oa Charge vfien applcafafe. All tees and offers are subject to avaiUtkErv. restrictions, conditions and localy paid taxes may also apply. 


ALTON: 3-5 High Street. Alton, 
Hampshire 6U34 1H. Fat 01420-82133 
LONDON: 52 Regent Street, London, 
W1R6DX Face 0171-287 4522 
LONDON: 373-375 The Strand. 

London WQRQIF Fax:0171-497 2923 


a 


LUFTHANSA SPECIALS 


Flights from London. Manchester 
Birminansn: & Ecinburah 


NEW YORK 
& BOSTON 







Who insures 
all your family 
holidays for 
less... 



' just £99-88 and 
arraly of four is 
covered far as many 
holidays a year as you 
can stand. 




0800 1 21 007 


Quote: ATPRS135 

Open 7 days a week 


Return prices with other airlines 
including prepaid airport races from- 


£192 


LOS ANGELES 6 OOC/I 
SAN FRANCISCO Zr^D 4 ! 


CAR HIRE • INSURANCE 
HOTELS • AUSTRALIAN VISAS 


VANCOUVER 


£230 


0870 7500 140 

Mon-Fri 9am-9pm. Sot 9crr*-5.30pri, Sun 10om-4.30pm 


Auckland 

Hong Kong 

3 «W» 

Bangkok 

Johannesburg 

Dubai 

D**H 


£473 Tcrk 

£473 Bauon 
eui Wathryon 
£367 Oucago 
1368 Orkincki 
£349 Los Angelas 
£332 Son fr an e n en 
£339 Toronto 


£181 

£189 

£192 

£1814 

£189 

£233 

£233 

£259 


£310 Round Use vferld £688 


Far departures to 30 Jun 99 

Other destinations available - call for details 


WE GO FURTHER TO 
FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


« Dam 17 joe. jt *4x7000 
Pnas M -tea c daig*/a— »Ub* V Cdfc « ramrfcd 
!». Th™ Cool &wp Ud A*U F 1 304. AICl OMi 


Club Med 


mood I 


MaVY0BX^.£185 MKXUlBUittl 


£299*^599VfiW 

£AIR New ZEALAND 


LMKBJ3 

£243 

CASKS 

£467 

FLORIDA 

£245 

JO'BURG 

£324 

SYDNEY 

£4C7 

SINGAPORE 

£366 

mSMNE 

£457 

KTUMPUt 

£399 

WOW 

£467 

BAUGBPir 

£357 

poem 

£467 

H0HGK0MG 

£363 

Itoiaid the Warfd via USA. Ms 8 ftr Eart tea £773 


389 


CAIRNS / REEF 4-DAY 
PACKAGE "r err. £99 do 



PENANG RETURN INC 
SEETHE ACCOM 
FROM JUST £399" 


Modes 3 rights hettL Reef aufae 6 
Kurandi day to 


ABTAC0965 IMA ATOL3355 


PHUKET '£529 tod. 2 nights 

in Bangkok 6 10 nights hi PtaM 


London 2--S lora;- 


0171 258 0280 


RESERVATIONS 0171 581 1161 




per 


RC-loCOutC the family to Tunisia, Spain, Sicily, 
Sardinia. Greece, Italy or Ibiza for a Club Med 
holiday this summer and be f e-(C(\Se<i. from 
further payments. With us everything — from wine 
with meals to Children’s Clubs (for Jb Jk 

the over 4s) - is included in the *9 U E 

pr.ee, r e-jvewbef 1 r\ ^ ^ 

fte-neviTV 


* STA TRAVEL * 


WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


Cwdtoe «t on ite* mdmi mta A Mb *•* sfedfcd fights Me tm. 

Johannesburg 
USKO 
Bode Janeiro 
byonejr 
Rath 


Paris 

£59 

Athens 

£154 

Ms 

£319 : 

DuMn 

£59 

Boston 

£169 

Kuala Lumpur 

049 | 

Amsterdam 

£59 

New Yd* 

£169 

Baiqkok 

£359 1 

Nice 

m 

Los Angeles 

£210 

Hong Kong 

£365 1 

Prague 

£149 

SanFmcisai 

£210 

Cairo 

m i 


no k 

£329 

£349 

£399 

£473 

£479 


£5 


-njr tit.'c Iron the UK's cn!ln; ,‘joclt rttJi.'r: 

U_ a mazon.co.uk 

CD with any purcras; ‘rorr ST« Tr.lvt; in 


£679 


ROUND 

THE 

WORLD 


EUROPE 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6262. 0161 834 0668 (Manchester) 

ACCOMMODATION • INSURANCE • TOURS: 0171 361 6160 « EUROCTAfk 0171 361 6143 
EStfWcrw*! «ir»»e<»aiFt«mUM*T.U>in^aW«d»aifc^imM9ra»a«. nbwpKlImlBki 
*VaL» Bn*jl'>c™p-SLI>I«I> JSftte St. 

A NrtH hytaa . Ut kn IL Qjjo» • » Ui^BSrtpfc 


3 ’A 


r itilrml.ei.uk 


STA TRAVEL 


BROCHURE ORDER: 01455 852202 (QUOTE: 03tSAC18J) CONTACTYOURTRAVELACBMT ORWWW.CLUBH EDXOM 
(ASIA NO.V6600) (ATOL Nsl HUl HW3 PERADUJWC1 la 17 OCT 99 AT NA8BJLTW«tA.SUPPtBWI»«ABLE WR 0«DRB>r5 C3JUB UNDER 4YB«S. 


Eastern Europe 


China' S.E. Asia 


CHINA o CAMBODIA • LAOS • VIETNAM 
25 years specialist experience in South East Asia 
Competitively priced individual tours throughout 
these countries 

Five star hotels at three star prices 
‘'Shanghai Special - 6 nights £499 including direct 
Virgin flight 

Regent Holidays 

TeL 0117921 1711 Fax: 01 17 925 4S66 

i.'-nuil: rcgtfnli>i ivgcni-hcJuLaj'vcajjk nwwjvgcni-balidayua.uk 


I AT A 






South America 


AEROUNEAS 

ARGENT/NAS 


Seven flights weekly from 
Heathrow to Buenos Aires 
daily from Madrid 


Tel UK 

0171 494 1001 


EOU/UjOR. Expedites to Amazon 
Juigfe. Andes, coast end GatopB- 
gou I stands. Emnahra iravof 
Information from Dfroct Tour 
Operator. Native Life Traieb o- 
rrall naiUe KpMMflfi1exom.ee Fax 
005S3 Z22 9077 Tel 00593 223 
6320 Outer. E qua dor 


Latin America 


SUNVTL DISCOVERY Costa Rica. 
Guatemala. Ecuador, the Galapa- 
gos. Highly flexible IndMdual 
tours and ny-drhms. Jungle 
lodges, nature reserves. 01 81 W7 
4746 AJT0 ATOU08 


USA 


Best Choice 
USA 



Balearics 


MALLORCA - They MvWiNl vBee 
with private pools ki uiwpoRt 
locations, ptua a wrteettan at 
ch a ir n fng country houses and 
antis w amwk i g hotel holidays. 
Call Simply Spain 0181 99S 0323 
ABTAVtaar ATOL. 1822 
MALLORCA & MENORCA. Private 
vitas 8 apartments wtth pools. 
Cal now for MRmsr ovaRteRty - 
Sobnsr VBss 0121 3843649 
MALLORCA - Italy Individual vSas 
with private pools In unspoM 
locations, plus a selection at 
charming country houses end 

flextee vnmfering hotel hoBdsys. 

CaR Simply Spain 0181 9959323 
ABTAVI337 ATOL 1922 


Corsica 


Azores 


PRAGUE. VIENNA. BUDAPEST & 
Slovakia Central pensrons. 
hotels & opts. Catchers (01 706) 


AZORES Widest, most flexible 
range to tMs stunning archlpel- 
ago. Whale wtuteitf . Sunvtl Dte- 
COvwyOISI 6*7 47*8 AITO ATOL 
808. 


Germany 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, vfltege 
houses ta unspoOed areas. Ftes 
Mis. flydrtves. sscortad lours. , 
SUNVTL 0181 8*7 47*8 AWT 
ATOL808. 


GERMANY daily tow cost nights S 
hotel accomodation. AH major 
CC. German Travel Centre 0181 
429 2900. Open 7 days. A8TA 
ATOL 2977 IATA 


Italy 


Italy 


EXCLUSIVE 

ITALY 


CORSICA, 
SARDINIA 
& CYPRUS 


*?CfaarMfpKfepf.fe»i 


£279 



Honh. Vit*i A 

Apwtmraa. Moraude 
8 GaRHoDdqn 
CM van hr *4mdxn 

0800 7317362 

!na*bl«Mg 


The Cmicanj^ Spedalbt 
PLACES 



SpttU 0fkz-\afffa, Dcpatmo 
l«dr <8 b vfit pooh, rate dXbbd : 
ncdaolAbpehouesCffxki^sdcdxti 
hghK Toy tad} ptEOBSl MNte 

01424 460046 

ATOL I M-Ml Illi M di 
3647 TrawirofUcj MTOfl 


FUTIDRIVE CORSICA. EXiaei Oghn 
from 
BhndngtanlMBiKheattr/GatMricfc 
. TUar-mado hoHdaya to coastal 
and fneunin opts. A hofeb. For 
a brochure ring (01242)240310. 
(hnpJftmw.vfbhoimxa.uk) VFB 
Hoitrys Ltd. AITO ATOL 1*01 


Walking & Cycling 
Holidays in 
Tuscany & Umbria 


Discover these timeless 
regions and explore the 
delightful countryside, 
(he architectural and 
cultural treasures. Flue 
wines, traditional 
specialities aod friendly. 

comfortable hotels. 
Ring now Tar yoor 1999 
colour brochure 


01606813340 


Some of the finest 

pnraieiflte and 

Farmhouses 
throughout Ink 
fnmxDcd local 
toweled^ cf 
each property 



HOME IN ITAT V 


taUmtaad 
ipf W witpMi. 
BredHre. HOME Di HALT. 

Td 0171 404 49 U 
Fa* 00397075/500 61 27 
btotfibUecdnti. 


SARDINIA, direct fits, vfltas/apts, 
Ms. car Mrs, Oydrtve. Brochure 
Sardate 0171 2422*55 AM 2SB3 


VENICE. Venetian Apartmoro has 
a w ond erful range Ot prtvsu 
epartmonts w laL Also Ftorencs, 
Rome, Verona. Venelo. Tel 01 01 
H7B 1130. Fauc 0181 878 0982 
WpJfNWN.vimee-rtrtalsxwn 


I BRIDGEWATER^ Idyfbc Italy. 26 
yews experience countryside to 
coosl The complete selection, 
privets mas, farmhouses, Gae- 
lics. a part m ent s and hotels. Tus- 
cany. Umbria. Lake Ganta. Rome. 
ABTA 00210 Tel 0181 707 B79S. 
Ht p: //wrrn. bridge water- 
travefxo.uk 


APUUArCALABRIA Slefly, Anuffl. 
Sardinia. CUscovcr the wonderful 
south. Vines, terms, apts, hotels. 
Long tee 01G94 722193 ATOL 


| UMBRIA FLAT WITHIN wpSs Of 
medieval town on take Dasi- 
meno. spectacular v iews, tegs 
ferracejlps 2-3. £260. pw. Tel 
0131 228 3087 or 0*67 432328 


SUNV1L DISCOVERT. Fteubfe fty 
drivec ta Tuscany A Umbria. 
Charactar BS accent Plus Sldlr 
Lakes, OSes. 0181 8*7 *748] 
AITO ATOLB08 


SUMMER'S LEASES hand nicked 
umfartah tern houses and apTs. 
For 1998 brochure cbD 
O161333012S. 


Portugal 


MADEIRA 


atul 2m* FROM ONLY £229 abtawmi 

EX CEPT IONAL VALUE FOR A WEEK’S HOLIDAY 
ON THE FLOATING CARDEN OF THE ATLANTIC. 
THE HOTELS. We fame danne of ihe 3. * A 3 nr back 
an the iriand for Actr tocaljoa. tedilicv A btajjty hmo^bcrc. 

INCLUDED IN YOUR HOLIDAY PRICE 
Aron tbgto bom GMwxfc. Mmebeacr and Ghn^iw ta FVKksL 

hs* McaasBoduica ■ t«ia nm m Sir head of yaw etoati 
Baflitl bnaktet acb <fay m tbr ImeL Treufcn m MaJdro. 

The euvice of Ac Kprenmwiva on ite UuM. 

Kstre weeks ibo available at a mall sopplemcuL 
F6r ■ U Coiaur Brsctere sad Ferte Debdb Ptevc CaB 
(81452) 381888 ATLANTIC BOUMYS Hi 
25 8n— whit 8 a w 4, *Tiwrcrtci- 0,1 fjfi 


L'jjiikiiiw^iifiaaaa 


BOOK DMKT 4 SAVE <I80V 
UMr>LliwrAMn< 
H0ttk.VaB.Apo.hWws. 
RoasdN-fV Ortut-Cotthfeiei. 
Of bnalu S Doura Cntttt 
CM HIKE FROM ayawe 
Fwu «h*AM IBgtia tram cm 

Nn> Oract Kitm 

frcWi-Opofta 



THE AZORES - DJscovor tody idtav 
nbvg soenety and natural 6o«uty 
m ihs ntae volcanic isteacls of the 
Azores scattered amidtl too 
Atlantic. Call Simply Portugal 
0181 987 8161 ABTA V13J7 ATOL 
1922 

AL PHA VE ELEGANT . prat vflla. 
Attractive stu (So and farmhouse 
cottiges. superti accpm. soenaryL 
beaches, 911423S2SS9. Matthew 
© msnorban. rro a aa nin. co. UK. 

SUHV1L DISCOVERY, FtodMe Ity- 
drhras north to south. Character 
BB Pousadss. Manor houses. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. Of Bt 547 
4748 AITO ATOL808 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL . Country 
houses with pools in Ths Mtoho 
A Costa Varda. 01954 261431. 
ATTO ATOL 2787 ABTA 


- - Don't forget 
? to mentions’ 


77 ie Independent «\ 
% when replying «■ 
vco adverts ■/: 


Spain 


TndUkntl croaoT bnnscH. rtlav 
9 oponaatu ta nrel saii owttl 

SfMiL Mallnrai ud IW^I 

re coukb asoawBC 
RING 
00780187 

HEUFC1M 



COSTA BLANCA A Costa del Sol. 
Private vAies A apwtmams w«i 
pools. CaB now lor summer awaR- 
eWttty - So I roar VHIas 0121 384 
3649 

CATALUNYA - Discover ths real 
Cataiwiya, bom ns Pyrenees to 
the vtorant cRy of Bunriona, AS- 
covoring the hidden charms of 
the rugged coast and htmoriand 
In between. Private vtDss and 
hotels to milt ell tastes combine 
to moke tog perfect bespoke hoU- 
day. CaB simply Spain 0181 999 
9323 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 
JAVEA Lux vfBa + peoL 4-10 pee- 
pten.besch.V/D tape. 

01487843704 

VINTAGE SPAIN . Counter tawas 
*«h pools ki unspoilt areas of 
Catalunya A Andoluda. 01954 
281*31 ATOL 2787 ATTO ABTA 
AMOALUOA- From the Coata dels 
Luz to the Costa Almaria and toe 

most ctermtog white wasted vfr 
lagos bt between. CHooss from a 
•Me range «f rural vfiss and 
hatfiB, hoUdays tsSermede ta 
your taste. Can Sbnpfy Spain 
0181 986 9323 ABTA V1337 ATOL 
1822 


&a>fed 
Groups sod 
bnprkr I mM uyi 

8181 7478315 


ffghtibdy 

81817473108 

JlAMandmtir 

0161 839 1441 


JOURNEY 

LATIN 

AMERICA 



PERU 



I CANARES_0SnALT D5 

BALEWCS_ £53 MALTA £63 

MCE £97 CYPRUS £99 

DSAjCA8„ £129 PORTUGAL ~£® 
5AHKA_£279CAHBEEAN £149 
MXAG0A- £299 TUEEY £135 

■ mmm meuu hi nuuu i 


NEXUS TRAVEL 


MRTUCW. 

rrwjut 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Wapendwt Newspapere UK 
Ltd regrets that afflraugfievety 
reasonable precaution Ib laKan, 
no raaponsiffly ewi be 
accepted fer fflghts andfor 
accommodation offered 
through these cotumns. or any 
loss arising therefrom. Readers 
bib advised to take al 
necessary precautions before 
entering into any trevei 
arrangements. . 



* Adventure TfU'Ei and flights at Affordable prices I 


— CURRENT BEST BUYS — SKClMLOmf 

AUSTRALIAN 
CHRISTMAS 


orw bin on/ kin orw bin 

STDNIY fJI J_f**5 HONG UXKL-C2t9—£W KTWRC mi mi 

turns oi5_f44» bmj rm^an cakiown — an~.u 

PBBH X)1 5_£420 SAIGON £2H_J770 MEQCO CHY„fi ^__iri7 SILLEEfflBB FJUEtj 

AUOtlAW — OILF44J C4IB0 £1I3_/Iff OO D£ UJ«0 £ 25 5_.f} ? j 8 AAA 

WMA f2l5_£H5 BfflWG £JI4_«I4 HAVANA GJ*_tM» £ I IV/ II, 

MADBAS n80_f115 DUUI f715_£2M OHIO /?57_f>8? 

■ £2T7_£410 


KAIHMARHI- £2H_£i26 tOWO UMA_ 


COIC4BO — £270_£J8I S£TOffliES.^T7l_£442 «>roaL. nJ5_?I77 £^ 22 Jl 


BANGKOK £240-016 NASOS £2tt. J3M IOS AN«LES_-f2l5_f7l> - . r 

1 StfCAPOO — n4L^J45 HAtAflE £795-084 MARRAKECH £220 °y f** 1P *V 

.AUSTRALIA MULTI-STOP. ^SSSs r^ R* 


LONDON - HALI -CMKNS ovnl.ind t 
IIANCKOK - LONDON £J9V R 


umg haul 01 71 9775122 HANSAnANTiCt0171 9572674 

52 EARLS COURT RO AD, K ENSINGTON, LONDON WB 6EJ * ffai 


ORSSfc MONDAY TO FRIDAY i 


SATURDAY 10AM-2PM ucta 


Spain 


CATALONIA 

SPAIN 

May £ Jiwe Bargains 
Quality ViBas 
Apts. & Hotels. Jsi 



ANDALUCUU Between Grenada 
and sea. romamic houses in oBve 
Groves. Pool. Peace tor adults 
W. 01564 782 321 
I0JA - CHARMING hse wMi pvto 
garden, sleepe 4. cable TV. nera 
pool 8 beech. TU 01663 743 14B. 




student & 
youth travel 


www.usitcampus.co.uk 

SO ernnehc* Nationwide 


usrt 


CAMPUS 



iwc uipbs" 

-* INTER - RAIL 

1 SSOfflM ALL zntote 

1 MOfmt douraSS 

LOMOOHCA uSnElK 

JS2*^^mSS- 


Multi -stops 

Continental M 

Airlines Hi 

•iM-Kte.OMteM.Bo'fat- _ 

LA-OSS apd-lFras- 

mu. ra 

LL-lnfe|tta[LC.-lh^ta £2331 

flkqwLM-ltdM-OwM- in. 

5239* 

•RatWU«t.s.R*. 8,- 
■tBnK-M..l aK teteE269! 
WhsrepMew eW ta ite 


National Call Centre aota 7 

0870 240 1010 

3 2-C roIra o r 0« MS . loMon s , v , , opp Vtoorja 


0161 373 1731 
roymt.ui* 
01703 004 400 


0117 620 2204 
n, '<>r'rvri 
01271 070 73ft 


C13I 6GB 3202 

□ lrmir>oh Ar ^ 


^the independent 

Overseas Ttavel 
advertising also appears on 
page 24. 

*£THE INDEPENDENT 


l . 


ST 


| ty lASjj&l 

> WeeiM<ii( n.Hw WiSiH8|taH8RMM^ 


..tv travel 





4: 


riwRi 


iTt - 


•^T * 


i 'jiONf 

\hr:m 

m 

- 1 zm 

->:rn 


Jkfllg 


■m 

rwHl 


r-tll 
' ,. d- 


Fol! 


:* - * t. • s ii 


■ r-.w*. 


L \ • i aT^ 




- 

•A. 


v.'^ : 

■- - 


..■.tvj 


S feLl:W... 

~ = V*i*i- • . . 


V 

*= V- 


• -Nr- 


/' i'f- • 
$5 rv 

SS::.- 

'Ki 

;^p=f 


11 • • a : 

-■ •'■•r.rr- 




<Go=- 


^ :v 


“uiT 

- rat* 


^=nsr-„ 


.■* 'TJ. 


fuZ:*- ■' 

4 -*L, . _ 


1 — ^»c 

■ *':• s. ^ 




r- 5 ’ 

- :v Uf; 

r-^-xr 

>135- 



4J 


^mbc 


l! ^ r ia i 1 . 

^ bee n | 




. i 













A 



T HE \Vc £}e 
~ ' ^■-Mr REv lEH 

Hi- 



THE WEEKEND REVIEW 

lent 17 April 1999 



TRAVEL NEW YORK/21 


! 

te *W«Au ■ T!.’ - > •'•• *** i 

*s? i T5 Wvti - 

■..,^S 5st : 

U*r.r « - *■* 


iTUifr- . ■' ' :■■ 

" “"““-is; 

r^' ‘<-i- 

f*3« - 

' 3 * *£S.V^> ' - , 

^"SSS.’SS; 


s§f ; 

TncJ :- T 

^ "-Wi* 


An island o f vine romance 


Thirsty travellers beware; there’s a lot mop e to drink in Long Island than Iced Tea. By Anthony Rose 
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T he 118-mile expanse 
of Long Island juts 
out into the Atlantic 
Ocean like a lobster 
with its rear end 
fadng New York and 

a pair of bedraggled 
claws facing out to sea. The two 
prongs are called the South and 
North Porks, and are home to Long 
Island’s burgeoning wine industry - 
New York’s version of Napa Valley 
in miniature. 

Only two of the cellars established 
since 1973, Sagpond and Charming 
Daughters, are on the cooler, 
breezier South Fbrk. The other 18 
are (totted along the North Fork, 
from Paumanok in Aquebogue to 
Temhaven Cellars close by the little 
Greenport ferry. 

Like Little Enders and Big 
Enders, North and South Forkers 
passionately argue the merits of 
their own respective patches. The 
South Dark is the beach-house-and- 
golf-club playground of wealthy New 
Yorkers, a weekend extension of the 
Manhattan social scene. In terms of 
quality of resort, shopping sophis- 
tication and media personalities. 
South Forkers turn their noses up 
at the sod-farmers and turnip- 
pullers of the north. 

But if the South Fork is the place 
to be seen, the North Fbrk is the 
place to come to see. More rural and 
less self-conscious, the North's 
farming and fishing heritage and 
New England charm make it re- 
freshingly green - in all senses. Far 
enough from New York to discour- 
age commuting, if s not so far as to 
be inaccessible for tourists and 
wine-lovers. 

Reflecting their English settler 
origins, the little towns and ports 
jumble English-sounding place 
names - New Suffolk, Jamesport, 
Southold, Bridgehampton - with 
native American - Cutchogue, 
Mattituck, Aquebogue. Doll's house 
clapboard homes are brushed in pale 
blues, greens and pinks. Tbytown 
white clapboard churches - Hope 
Church of God. Incarnation 
.Lutheran, First Presbyterian, First 
wniversalist. Baptist and Christian 
Science - testify to three centuries 
of righteousness. 

The sheltered marine environ- 
ment of Peconic Bay - with its 
mpfcs , islands and b eaches - is good 
for sailing, windsurfing, kayaking, 
fishing and swimming Indian Island 
Park and the Orient State Park are 



indeed, with a crisp, unoaked 1997 
chardonnay. an oaked version and a 
voluptuous 1997merloL Ffew winer- 
ies are quite as impressively laid out 
as Macari, but most have eager- to - 
please staff and welcoming wine 
shops where you can taste and buy. 

Form follows function, Frank 
Lloyd Wright-style, at Pellegrini, 
which is elegantly laid out on three 
sides of a courtyard, with a self- 
guided tour showing bow the wine 
is made. At Lenz winery, Eric Fry 
makes winning chardonnay and 
merioL And Paumanok looks set to 
build on its reputation for aromatic 
dry rieslings. 

Although the South Fork's com- 
plement of wineries is limited, if s 
well worth taking the tiny north and 
south ferries, which pfy across the 
bay via Shelter Island to the old whal- 
ing town of Sag Harbor. Sagpond is 
breathtaking - a yellow-wash mod- 
ern Gothic, 12,000- square-foot chalet 
of terracotta tile, stained glass and 
thick post and beam, complete with 
vaulted Romanesque cellar and 150 
acres of vineyard. 

At Channing Daughters, Walter 
Charming's weird tree-root and tree- 
trunk sculptures are visible in the 
vineyard and reappear on the labels 
of the winemaker Larry Perrine's 
crisp Italian- style, dry whites; an an- 
tidote to the ubiquitous chardonnay. 


Closer to the Bronx than Bordeaux, Long Island's vine yards are within easy visiting distance of New Yorkers 


Mick Rock 


the places to bike and hike. 

The North Fork is more family- 
oriented than the South, with plenty 
of B&Bs in place of fancy hotels and 
restaurants. Motels are dean and 
functional rather than aesthetically 
thrilling or luxurious, but popular 
enough, especially those with bay 
views, so you have to book at week- 
ends and in the summer If you want 
luxury, try the business-oriented 
Ramada Inn at Riverhead - or avoid 
the North Fork. 

Ross's. The Seafood Barge and 
the somewhat pretentious Coeur des 
Vignes enjoy good reputations, but 
for good value and informal eating 
out. the Jamesport Country Kitchen, 
Legends and O’Donnell’s Pub in 
Greenport are better options. As if 
made for the North Fbrfc’s crisp style 
of chardonnay. fresh fish abounds - 
in particular flounders, Peconic Bay 
scallops and so ft- shell crabs, the 
latter not for the queasy (you eat the 
whole thing, daws ’n’ all). 



Tastefully housed a: 
McDonald's in Mattituck is. 
one lunchtime for the a 
charms of the Cutchogue 
which nevertheless had fresi 
flounder and veg - on the mt 
a mere $7.50 (about a fiver). I 
ing at the diner. Michele an 
Roussan. a professional Nev 
couple, who spend weekend 
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I opted 
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Diner 
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summers in New Suffolk, were dis- 
playing classic North Fork inverse 
snobbery. They continued in similar 
vein: “Frankly we’re happy there 
aren't more hotels. It’s a narrow strip 
and we wouldn't want it to turn into 
the French Riviera. And we’d rather 
see a new winery than another gas 
Station nr mall " 

And they are seeing new winer- 
ies. Since Alex Hargrave arrived 
here in the early Seventies, 20 winer- 
ies have been established and more 
are planned. Realising that Long Is- 
land benefited from the long grow- 
ing season he’d been searching for; 
Hargrave discovered, too, that, com- 
pared to the South Fbrk, the North 
Fork’s bays and sound gave a 
greater degree of shelter: and lighter 
and freer-draining soils. 

“1 followed Virgil," says Hargrave 
loftily, “and decided to plant four 
champions.” namely cabernet sauvi- 
gnon. sauvignon blanc. chardonnay 
and pinot noir, the classic grape 


varieties of Bordeaux, the Loire 
and Burgundy. “Once things looked 
up, they all jumped in," says Har- 
grave, referring to the second wave 
of like-minded individuals: Bridge- 
hampton (since closed). Lenz, Be- 
dell, Pellegrini, Paumanok and a 
handful of others. 

“Joe Macari started the third 
wave in the Nineties and now we’re 
starting to hit the big league." 

Since then, some big money has 
moved in, with investors such as 
Leslie Alexander: owner of the 
Houston Rockets, sinking consid- 
erable amounts of capital into Long 
Island's fertile soiL 

The Italianate, timber-framed 
Macari building, which stands on a 
wooden deck, opened its doors to the 
public only last year The Si 2m in- 
vestment houses the winery plus a 
tasting room and an elegant sales 
room. Macari is keen to gain an 
international audience for his im- 
pressive wines. They are very sleek 


The only sensible ga teway to Long 
Island is Kennedy airport Current 
fares from Heathrow to JFK are 
about £16 5-E200 on Air India, Amer- 
ican Airlines, British Airways, 
Kuwait Airways, Untied and Virgin 
Atlantia, through discount agents, 
these are likely to rise substantial- 
ly in July and August Anthony Rose 
hired a Ford Escort for two days far 
$129 (£801 from Budget < 0541 565656 
in the UK) and paid $65.40 (£40) to 
stay at the Silver Sands Motel <001 
5l6477 001UinSouJtu)UL 

To gel to the North Fork, take the 
Long Island Expressway (Route 
495) east. 7b visit the North Fbrk 
wineries , go to the last exit num- 
ber 73. The Expressway links with 
County Road 58, which becomes 
Route 24. Green c Wine Trail' signs 
guide you to the wineries. Free 
copies of 'Wine Press - a guide to 
Long Island wine country - are 
available jrom 001 516 298 3200; e- 
mait rnaihgt7Tnesreview.com. 

Two useful websites far Long Is- 
land wineries: www.liwines.com 
and www.northfark.com/njpc 


Following in Woe >dy Allen’s footsteps 

Manhattan - you saw the film 20 years ago, now visit t :he locations. But only in black and white. By Donald Hiscock 
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“THIS WAS still a town that existed in black 
and white” is how the hero erf Woody Allen’s 
Manhattan describes New York at the start 
of the film. The screen matches sharp 
monochrome images with a grand rendition 
of Gershwin's Rhapsody in Blue. Twenty 
years on, the film ’s opening sequence still 
accurately reflects the seductive and be- 
guiling montage of street life in one of the 
.^world’s most visited - and filmed - cities. 
^ As the succession of beautifully framed 
images showed, black and white is the 
perfect medium to represent the city’s ar- 
chitecture. To appreciate the locations that 
Wbody Men used for his prophetically au- 
tobiographical film about the relationship be- 
tween a writer; Isaac Davis (played by 
Allen) and 17-year-old Tracy (Mariel Hem- 
ingway), you need to adjust your set view. 
Turn down the colour and walk into a wide- 
screen world. Seen through monochrome 
spectacles, little seems to have changed. 

Fbr a tour of most of the film locations, 
start halfway up the eastern ade of Central 
Park, beside the improbable-sounding 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir. 
Take in the panoramic skylines that rise 
above the park’s tree-line, and cross Fifth 
Avenue to the Guggenheim Museum. 

The Guggenheim captures a unique cor 1 - 
Baffler on the city’s Museum Mile. Its white 
' Tbands of concrete give Frank Uqyd 'Wright’s 
creation a startling, wrapped-bandage look, 
but the museum has undergone a face-lift 
and extension since Men and his teenag e 
lover were artistically humiliated by his best 
pal’s mistress in one of its galleries. 

Walk east from Fifth Avenue into the 
Upper East Side, heading towards Second 
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Admire the classic view of Queens boro Bridge from a park bench Kobal 


Avenue along 89th Street. In this swish 
neighbourhood, tall apartment blocks hud- 
dle next to olden low-rise townhouses. Jog- 
gers are let into vestibules by men in 
tasselled jackets and caps, while children 
stride out in smart uniforms that suggest 
private schools. 


Continue along 
between Park Ave 
is the school that 
walk east, the n 
give way to the nois 
Heading south, you 
where Manhattan' 


89th to tiie Dalton School, 
nue and Lexington. This 
TYacy attended. As you 
irefied neighbourhoods 
y strip of Second Avenue, 
pass Elaine's restaurant, 
s action begins. It is still 


favoured by the rich and famous, who get 
dropped off here by taxi This area, Yorkville, 
is a muddle of the posh and the bumble; 
Rhine’s is fiercely shuttered against its day- 
time neighbourhood. Across the street is a 
thrift shop. Close by is a butcher’s, then a 
boot-mender's and a dry-cleaner s. 

Wander south, pulled along by the tide 
of fast-walking Manhattanites, find your- 
self a comer coffee shop with a window seat 
lo people-watch, before cutting across to 
Third Avenue. 

Carry on to Bloomingdale's. home of the 
famous brown carrier bag. The appeal of the 
store and its reputation as a desirable 


place in which to be seen are as strong as 
ever The perfume counters are a perfect lo- 
cation fbr New %rkers emhrofled in liaisons, 
mostly of the da n gerous kind. They did it in 
Manhattan and I guess they are still doing 
it now. 

It is only about four blocks from here to 
the East River and Sutton Place Park at the 
end of 58th Street This is the classic view 
of Queensboro Bridge, admired by Woody 
Allen and Diane Keaton from a bench. 
Today it is a relatively tranquil spot in an- 
other upmarket neighbourhood where 
smart women walk (or cany) small dogs; 
Keaton's was a dachshund. 

Across from Sutton Place is flat, business- 
like Queens, separated from haughty Man- 
hattan by the swirling eddies of the river. 
Turn back towards Central Park and follow 
57th Street, full of big shops and crowds. 
Along here is the Russian Tea Room, an- 
other famous New York eatery where Isaac 
Davis informed his son that it was a good 
place to meet beautiful women. It is still 
dosed for renovation after nearly two years, 
but the new owner is promising that it will 
be restored to its former splendour (with 
prices to match, no doubt). 

A few blocks up, Central Park starts its 
magnificent sweep north. The horse-drawn 
carriages wait for the tourists and the ro- 
mantics while the locals frown upon the 
horses’ harsh urban setting. Arriving back 
in Central Park, you will have had a very 
good walk. 

There’s another set of Manhattan loca- 
tions lower down the dty, in Greenwich Vil- 
lage and SoHo, but keep that for another - 

Technicolor - day. 
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Journey to the Source 
No 11: Shaker crafts 
Apparently, the Madchester 
scene started a long time 
before the late Eighties and 
the Happy Monday's. In 1774, 
eight Mancunian Shakers 
(the nickname comes from 
the trembling and sh akin g 
they performed at Quaker 
meetings) arrived in North 
America in search of 
somewhere to practice their 
virtuous religious beliefs; 
common property-, celibacy, 
sexual equality and 
pacificism among other 
things. By the 1830s. 19 
Shaker communities had 
been established throughout 
the United States and the 
functional goods that they 
designed and produced soon 
got a name for quality. Sadly 
- thanks at least in part to 
their commitment to 
celibacy - Shaker numbers 
declined and only one active 
Shaker community still 
remains - at Sabbathday 
Lake in Maine. 

Fortunately, there are still 
plenty of Shaker- style goods 
on sale and the neat New 
England landscape of the 
Berkshire Hills - a long-time 
summer sanctuary for rich 
Bostonians and New 
Yorkers - is a good place to 
start. The Hancock Shaker 
Village near Pittsville (00 1 
413 443 0188 or www. 
hancockshakervillage.org) is 
open from 1 April to 30 
November and includes a 
shop as well as the outdoor 
Shaker history museum and 
useful library resources. 

A Shaker cherry oval 
carrier (No 8 size) costs 
$52.50 (£33). If you bought a 
similarly-sized carrier at 
Shaker; 27 Harcourt Street, 
London WlH IDT (0171-724 
7672) it would cost £59.95. 

So. buy up 42 in Hancock, 
flog them to fashionable 
friends back home and use 
the profits to take advantage 
of the ridiculously low fares 
on offer in Upper Class on 
Virgin Atlantic. 

Through a discount agent 
such as Quest Worldwide 
(0181-546 6000) you can 
travel from London to 
Boston for £1,144 return 
between now and the end of 
June. Not only will this be 
complete luxury, it also has 
the happy effect of raising 
your baggage allowance - 
you’ll be able to bring back 
even more Shaker shopping. 



Gadget of the Week 

Ensure you have the right 
footwear for any exotic 
location with a John Lobb 
shoe trunk. In addition to all 
the appropriate cleaning 
gear, the beech trunk holds 
13 pairs of shoes and even 
has little leather fold-out 
seats should you need to sit 
down to clean - or to 
recover from the price 
(£5.500). The trunk is 
available on request from 
John Lobb. 82 Jermyn 
Street, London SW1 (0171- 

930 8089). 

Rhiannon Batten 


If you wa nt to look after 
number one, make sure you fly number one 

to Lat in America. 
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Iberia have been leading the way to Latin America since ? 1927, we fly more frequently to more destinations than any other airline. 
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Between a rock and a rich place 

Biarritz has long been a jet-set destination. Now, from next week, the jets fr nm Britain will be back. By Cathy fac ia s 


F or 150 miles to the 
north of Biarritz, the 
coastline is feature- 
less: uninterrupted 
sand dunes, with no 
diffo or natural har- 
bours to speak o£ But 
Biarritz is the abrupt punctuation be- 
tween the gentle Cote dP Argent and 
the beginning of the much wilder 
Basque coast A steep headland 
juts out into the Bay of Biscay. A 
short way offshore stands a large 
and solitary rock, the Rocher de la 
Vierge. With a statue of the Virgin 
on top, this monolith is the town’s 
main landmark, and its original rai- 
son d’etre. This geological eccen- 
tricity is connected to the cliffs by an 
iron bridge, built by Gustave Eiffel; 
his more solid structure replaced an 
older wooden bridge, but even this 
is impossible to cross in bad storms. 

Initially the rock sheltered a few 
fishermen. Then the residents of 
Bayonne, five miles away, armed by 
donkey to enjoy the medicinal qual- 
ities of the sea watec As bathing 
became fashionable, the Spanish 
crossed the border to make the 
most of the beaches, and an emperor 
made Biarritz his home. 

The British have been regular vis- 
itors for more than a century, when 
the resort was first recommended 
in a popular tourist guide: and high- 
profile visitors, such as the future 
Edward VII, continued the trend. 
The Sterling crisis of 1931 proved a 
temporary damper, but by the fifties 
and Sixties, the resort was served 
by frequent flights, with Caravelles 
and Comets bearing the jet set 
Then its international popularity 
plummeted in favour of more far- 
flung destinations. But that could 
soon change: from Thursday, the 
British are back, airlifted in by new 
direct flights from Stansted 
While some towns are planned, 
others just happen. Biarritz is one 
of those that happened, with the re- 
sult that its popularity as a tourist 
destination has turned the area be- 
hind the seafront into a freestyle 
urban sprawL One look at the Place 
Clemenceau -not so much a square, 
more the epicentre of traffic chaos 
- and you wonder if this is a town 
whose planning department is long 
on lunch but short on ideas. 

Among the shops and hotels of 
this jumbled hinterland there are 
some semi-precious gems, like the 



Europe’s aristocracy has long had a soft spot for the seafront at Biarritz: soon anyone will be able to get tl aere from Essex for under £80 David Hughes 


town’s Historical Museum, in the dis- 
used church of St Andrew. It has a 
nostalgic display showing the de- 
velopment of Biarritz from small 
fishing village to playground of the 
international jet set But visitors do 
not come here for the sights, more 
its magnificent natural location. 

On the Plateau de l’Alalaye at the 
top of the cliffc, a tower was built to 
keep watch for whales: if any were 


sighted, smoke signals were sent up 
as a warning. The area is now a good 
place for watching the world go by, 
especially from the terrace of one of 
the many cafes that have opened up 
there. At the northern end of the 
Plateau there is still a small fishing 
harbour, on the other side, the old 
port, with its sheltered beach, has 
been a papular bathing spot for 
more than 200 years. As the only 


beach that is well protected from the Eugenie r 
Atlantic waves, it is still a favourite peror. Nap 
with local families. himtovisi 

Many of the Spanish visitors who lage migb 
crossed the border a few miles scurity.Bu 
down the coast were escaping the thepleasu 
ravages of the Carlist wars. One of a holiday 
the families that came here regularly wife. The r 
was that of the Countess of Montijo, set on ate 
who arrived with her daughter point whe 
Eugenie, in 1838. Had it not been that the Plage 


named the future Em- 
•oleon m, and persuaded 
t Biarritz with her; the vil- 
it have remained in ob- 
t Napoleon was taken with 
res of the seaside and built 
borne for himself and his 
■ed-brickVnia Eug6me was 
rrace feeing the sea at the 
re the Grande Plage meets 
Miramar; it has since been 


extended and turned into the Hotel 
da Palais, the most luxurious ad- 
dress in town. 

In a social climate where spend- 
ing the summer in a seaside resort 
had become de riguetxr, the attrac- 
tions of a resident Emperor made 
Biarritz irresistible to the upper 
classes from all over Europe. Grad- 
ually the clientele became more 
and more cosmopolitan, and more 


villas and holds were buflt .to ac- 
commodate them- An orthodox 
church was buflt so that the Russ- 
ian community, which arrived in the 
latter half of the iSth cenbny could 
condone to worships service is still 
held there every Sunday. 

to i£57, the casino was buffi to en- 
tertain the visitors; nowadays, part 
ofthebufldinghas been turned into 
a conference centre, but there are 
still rooms for serious gambling: 
“Suitable” dothes have to be worn 
even during the day and the dress 
code becomes more formal after 
eight o’dockatnigbfc but despite the 
rales, the casino lacks the panache 
ofMonteCarict • . 

Regardless of the atiraettans of 
befog seen in the right places, the 
main reason to go to Biarritz -both 
then and now - is for its beaches, 
which stretch for miles to the north 
and south of the centre. The light- 
house at the Pointe St-Uhrtfo marks 
the northern end df the Plage 
Miramai; which is usualtythe qni- 
etest beach; it turns into theGrande 
Plage just below the Empress Eu- 
genie's villa. This is the most feshr 
ionable beach in Biarritz and the 
most popular with holidaymakers. A 
row of cafes and restaurants have 
beach-side terraces, and kmnetfi- 
atety behind are the designer shops 
of toe town centre: it is hard to find 
any shop in Biarritz that doesn't sell 
designer labels. 

The atmosphere around the 
headland is completely differed. 

This is the quietest part cf town, with 
extravagant villas perched at vari- 
ous points on the difls. 

The beaches on;this stretch of 
coastline are very popular with 
surfers. There are a few places to 
hire boards, but most people bring 
their own, strapped to the top of the 
camper vans and four-wheel-drive 
vehicles, which they park along the 
coast road. Ftew of the' registration 
plates are B ritish, though cft unHwas 
UE cars roar past on the nearby anr 
toroute en route to Spain. Perhaps 
if the pioneering passengers put the 
word around, Biarritz could be back 
on the British map of the world. 

Flightsfrom Sttmsted to Biamfe on 
Ryanair (0541 569 569 ) begin on 22 
April, vrith a lowest return fare of 
£79S9. On tite same day, tiie aiHine 
starts flying to Dinard in Britarmy 
and Haim, near the Moselle Valley 
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GRENADA 

Aroma therapy 

£429 


A tale of t .wo French hotels 

You long for the cosy, ramshackle auberge. Your children clamour for a modem hotel with 


pool and games. There’s only one ; way to settle the dispute - try both. By James Ferguson 


ICLM 


From all over the UK, to all over the world. 
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the essence of a perfect holiday 


F oUqw in the footsteps of Columbus and 
tfisccwer the rich diversity of Grenada - 
the Spice bland. Explore the lush 
tropical forests and wildlife of Grand ^ 
£tang National Park, the pretty 
harbour capital of St. Georges or 
the more leisurely pursuits offered 
by beaches like Grande Anse, a 
dazzling two-mile stretch of white sand. 

For the more adventurous, share the 
subterranean treasures concealed 


amid the reefc and wrecks beneath the dear 
warm Caribbean waters. From just £429 
for 7 days you too can experience the 
aromatic delights of the enchanting 
Spioe Island. 


For reservations and more information cafl: 
0181 2227813 quoting re£ MK3» (70499 or 
0IBI 748 SOW) for a brochure. 

Mini brodwres@h^w-jarvB£D0i 

WIVES and. or co nta ct your trarri agent. _ 

SSJffiWS 

A World of Experience m? 


Ten days latec we were on 
our way back, crawling along 
tbe motorway amid millions of 
returning skiers. As night feu, 
the usual panic began to rise, 
but we mate it to the cathedral 
city of Laon and the three-star 
Hotel Banni&re de France, 
where only two double rooms 
remained free. We took them, 
noting the flowery beige wall- 
paper, yielding beds and 
cramped bathrooms. Suitcases 
had to be heaved up a staircase 
and then seemed to fill tbe 


WHY DO old-fashioned French 
hotels have wallpaper on the 
ceiling? Who decided thata bol- 
ster is more comfortable than 
a pillow? Who is that lunatic 
who invariably rides his 
souped-up Mobylette around 
your hotel at three in the morn- 
ing? These are some of the 
great mysteries that French 
hotels present - and some of 
their most indelible features. 

I like these places, tbe ones 
in small towns with questionable 
plumbing, creaking staircases 
and lights timed to go off as you 
fumble with a giant key. I stayed 
in them often as a child and ac- 
quired the taste then. But my 
children despise them, peering 
longingly at the modern blocks 
which cluster alongside motor- 
way exits, with names such as 
Mr Sleep and Quick Etape. 
These are tbe hotelier's version 
of the out-of-town shopping mall 
purpose-built, anonymous and 
always tbe same. 

On a recent trip to the south 
of France, we agreed a compro- 
mise: one night outbound in a 
modem hotel one returning in 


a traditional auberge. I was s ure 
the children would see sense and 

learn to appreciate the chart nof 
the old. Ernilie (12) and Pat rick 
<o) accepted the deal, on co ndi- 
hon that the modem hotel • was 
“the one with the dolphin" In 
other words, a NovoteL 
We duly arrived at an ini jus- 


even better. They were given 
“DoiphT models to build, could 
fill in a form choosing their own 
cold starts; and had excellent 
chips. The grown-up food (lamb 
and pike-perch) was also deli- 
cious. The next morning, there 
was a vast buffet breakfast 
(children get to eat free). 


rooms, which were strangely 
warm and stuffy for mid-April. 

The restaurant dosea at 
nine, so we had to hurry. It was 
a formal occasion, presided 
over by a lugubrious waiter The 
children's menu, alas, was 
misconceived Vegetable soup 
or a plate of plain crudites and 


Our family ro om was spacious and modem, with all the 
paraphernalia < if an American motel. The children loved it 


trial suburb of Troves wt 
among hypermarkets 
warehouses and next to th> 
port, stands tbe local Noi 
From the outset it w. 
triumph of child friendlin' 
a dolphin toy was banded < 
reception, there was a 
Megadrive game, there v 
pool and playground. Our 
fly room was spacious, me 
and functional, with telev 
minibar and all the para 
nalia of an American mote 
children loved it Dinnei 
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a chewy hamburger hardly 
fulfilled expectations. The wait- 
er winced at the mention of 
ketchup. The parents' meal 
was above average, but proved 
no better realty than NovoteL 
Only the creme caramel 
earned genuine approvaL 
The night was filled with 
strange creaktogs and rum- 
bling pipes, and at 3am, the man 
on the moped made his deaf- 
ening appearance. Nobody 
slept well and we declined 
breakfast The bill was slightly 


higher than NovoteTs. In a last- 
minute gesture, the melan- 
cholic waiter gave the children 
a handful of sweets each. 

Emilie and Patrick remain' 
convinced that new is better;; 
that places such as the Bah- 
nfere are ‘'grunge". At their age 
I would certainty have thought 
tbe same. Perhaps they wffl one 
day develop a taste for the old 
inn, but I suspect that NovoteTs 
bright atmosphere andiriendty 
efficiency wfll spell France in" 
their childhood memories as 
much as wallpapered ceilings - 
do in mine. 

James Ferguson paid a 59 re- 
turn firnn Folkestone to Calais 
on Eurotunnel (0990 3535351. A 
jbmdy room, dinner andbreoJc- 
Jost for four at the Novotel 
'lYvyesAdroport.BarbereyfielOO 
33 3 25 71 74 74) cost Fr 2,030 
f£2G5J. Tioo children under 16 
stay for free fn their parents' 
nxmv. lino double rooms and 
defier far four at iheHOtelBan- 
merede France. 11 rueFYarikim- 
^aosevdi,Laon(tdQO 33 32323 
27 44)costFrlJ06 (£ 112 ) 
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Gill Hasson decides to stay put when camping in Brittany, while, below, Tom Hindle goes touring to discover the area’s rich past 
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Grande style 





jkS., ... 

* yv»Jk& ■ 


•” *; e. 


■ ■ . 

•'•• • • : S- 


.j.‘ .■*: 


■^TSisS 

v:€^5i s 

'pV^nMiHai 

:- ~v **■?««* 

:.CC 

: ‘Durants w 

.-■;/•• V-^inanat 

• - - "‘l' !L . B nardmh 

• - ‘2131 rl-..- ■ 


around ft, 

.' jessed a ^ 
\'" s :r - cc -'- stresefc ; 

*” 302u!aT^iB 

? 

■’ - T -" ; ' People ira 

=:~:: .’j^irrtcipoiiij 
* " hc?Hlnr: 

-■?:■■ j'iTEseagfc 
' "■' " -.?^3sB3l» 

• :‘-:' L - -".>j£r.Kunlea 

- : : ' '■ ' -'7 

■ . : :. 5 :- 5 r.PaiB 
'• : ; L-Miserip-jiaE 

• - i •-"**- S'ldirsa 

. -.. r.t t«?1 

• ::jtss 

“ .• '' ' ? "i* 

• ^ y*r m f 

• • • ’ - T - .- ^T3j 

■ ■ . »■• 

. .....HO—. 


I was eight years old in the 
summer of 1966 when we 
went fora week’s holiday to 
a campsite in Hythe, Kent. 
Not for us days on the 
beach with our buckets 
and spades; my sister 
Rosalind and I spent most of the 
family holiday in the back of our 
dad’s ancient Austin A40. being 
driven around Romney Marshes, as 
Dad taught our mother to drive. 

Well, maybe it wasn’t every day, 
but it certainly seemed like iL 
Fast-forward 30-odd years and I 
found myself planning a camping 
holiday, taking my own children to 
Brittany. After a long drive to our 
destination, the last thing I wanted 
to do was to spend the rest of ray 
holiday persuading our two eldest 
children to get back into the can Why 
visit places of interest when they’re 
not interested? Neither did I want 
to spend time fighting with a reluc- 
tant two-year-old while 1 tried to 
strap him into his car seat And I cer- 
tainly didn't want to argue with my 
husband about directions. 

What 1 did want was to arrive at 
a seaside resort and be provided 
with pleasant accommodation and 
a range of recreational facilities, all 
in one locality. I had no intention of 
getting back in the car until it was 
time to go home a gain 
1 got what I wanted. Fbr our 
summer holiday last year; the 
French resort of Saint Castle GuOdo 
fitted the bill perfectly. 

^ This was our first family camping 
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holiday and I had booked the ferry 
and accommodation - a comfortable, 
well-equipped six-berth tent - with 
the self-drive camping operator. 
Eurocamp. St Cast itself is perched 
on a small promontory on the 
Emerald coast in north Brittany, 
about 35km east of the port of St 
Malo. The campsite. Camping le 
Chatelet, has been awarded three 
red tents by the MicfceZm guide, re- 
flecting its remarkable location: 
panoramic views along the Emerald 
coast towards a castle. Fort Lalatte, 
on a nearby headland. 

Although s mall, this peaceful 
campsite offered plenty of on-site 
facilities. The children had plenty to 
occupy them; two playground areas, 
a games room, an attractive pool 
area, a small lake for fishing and a 
children’s club. 

From the campsite, a short walk 
down a cliff path and some steps, you 
reach the happily sandy Plage de la 
Frenaye. As you sit here gazing out 


across the bay, the tops of innu- 
merable wooden posts are visible 
above the waterline. These are bou- 
chons, used for farming mussels. 
Eventually the tide goes out to 
reveal the extraordinary site or mil- 
lions of mussels which have at- 
tached themselves to ropes wound 
round the posts. 

Climbing over the rocks, making 
our way down to the mussel beds for 
a closer look, we discovered that the 
retreating sea had also left plenty of 
empty shells for us to collecL 

The largest beach, a 20-minute 
walk from the campsite, is La 
Grande Plage at St Cast, a huge 
sandy beach which is the place to 
bring bats and balls, buckets and 
spades. Water sports facilities and 
sea fishing trips are available, and 
the local stables also offer horse rid- 
ing along the beach. 

If the weather turns bad, St Cast 
boasts a heated indoor seawater 
swimming pooL 

There are some good cliff-walks, 
too. From the headland at St Cast 
Point you can walk a mile or two to 
the Pointe du Garde and take in 
views of the Emerald coast so 
called because of the colour of the 
grassy cliff-tops and green fields. 

Bike hire is available if you feel 
motivated enough to cover more 
ground. South-east of St Cast we dis- 
covered the remains of a fortress 
which once guarded the Arguenon 
estuary. The children enjoyed 
searching for the pierres sormantes, 
stones which made a strange metal- 
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Plenty of room for buckets and spades, bats and balls, on one of Brittany’s many beaches 


lie sound when banged together 
St Cast's fishing port serves up 
excellent scallops and dams. Our big 
blow-out meal was at the town's La 
Mariniere restaurant which spe- 
cialises in seafood and offers a 
children's menu. 

But of course, in Brittany the 


crepe dominates the gastronomic 
scene. We indulged ourselves at Le 
Breton d’Or; a creperie 10 minutes 
walk from the campsite. The rest of 
our meals were cooked on the bar- 
becue using fresh local produce 
from the market which is held at St 
Cast on Monday and Friday morn- 


ings. We did mate one trip in the car. 
to the nearby supermarket But 
that was the only time I got behind 
the wheel. 

GiR Hasson and family paid £330 jar 
a week in June at St Cast through 
Eurocamp Holidays (0156S 626262), 


Andrew Hasson 

including the jerry crossing from 
Newhaven to Dieppe. Other opera- 
tors include Keycamp Holidays 
10181-395 4000 ) and Eurosites Holi- 
days (0870 751 0000 1. 

Fbr more information contact: Of- 
ficeduJburisrne,StCast:0033296 
418152 


hotels 

: ; orn hotel with 


James Ferguson 
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A history of the Brit pack 


Tbe fortified island at Concarnean 


French Picture Library 


THE QUESTION was whether to 
turn right or left after leaving 
RoscofL Turning left would take 
us to the Cote du Granit Rose, 
while the right turn led toward 
Brest and then the inviting sun 
of the south. 

Fbr years we have had a love 
affair with Britanny: in partic- 
ulag that stretch of coastline be- 
tween Morlaix and Perros- 
Guirec. As you journey east it 
becomes the Pink Granite 
Coast, with boulders carved 
by wind, sea and rain into 
mysterious shapes around 
Trebeurden, Tregastel and 
Ploumanac’h (if these names 
look Cornish or Welsh it is 
because of their common Celtic 

origins). One tricorne-boulder 
is now part of history. Shortly 
before D-Day. the BBC warned 
the local resistance forces to 
ready themselves with the 
question "Does Napoleon's hat 
still rest in Perros-Guirec'”' 

The best way to see this 
rugged coastline is to wander 
along the “Senders des 
Douaniers" - coastal paths 


beaten by the feet of countless 
customs officers in their strug- 
gle against local smugglers. 
One of the most delightful 
tracks winds from the pic- 
turesque port of Ploumanac’h 
along cliffs, through woods, 
past the island chateau of 
Coslaeres to SI Guiree. There, 
just beyond the sea-facing 
chapeL set in a small granite or- 


largest being at Barnenez. 
Small boats will take you 
around the Sept Des. noted for 
their bird colonies and seals. Or 
sail off to the island of Brdhat, 
where the only car belongs to 
the local gendarmarie. 

The area is steeped in 
Arthurian legend. Every Ro- 
man camp seems to have be- 
longed to the legendary king. 


end of tbe jetty, and the local 
pizzas were superb. But we 
were heading south. 

South were some comfort- 
ingly familiar places: Concar- 
neau with its old and new ports, 
beadies. and the fortified island 
linked to the mainland by two 
small bridges and defended by 
massive medieval ramparts. 
Close by is the photogenic town 


The area is steeped in Arthurian legend. Every Roman 
camp seems to have belonged to the legendary king 


a toty’ built on the beach, stands 
a statue of St Guiree himself 
Local legend has it that any 
young girt sticking a pin in his 
nose will be married within 
the year. Generations of pins 
have left the unfortunate saint 
nasally challenged. 

There is so much to visit: 
chateaux; the cathedral of 
TTeguier, pre- historic menhirs; 
and aUees couvertes, the 


like the one at HuelgoaL What 
is more, Arthur is reputed to be 
buried on the De d’Avat just off 
the coast close byTrebeurden. 

This time, though, the south- 
ern sun beckoned. We turned 
right, and aimed for tbe small 
port of Camaret, on the Crozon 
Peninsula. The fishing boats 
lazed at anchor, old tail ships 
were being refurbished, the 
sun glinted off the chapel at the 


of Pont-Aven, where Gauguin 
painted many of his Breton 
pictures and where he and 
other artists formed the POnt- 
Aven school in 1888. 

In Breton, morbihan means 
“little sea". When you see the 
extraordinary Guff of Morbihan, 
you understand why The rivers 
ofVannes and Auray empty into 
a kind of miniature Caribbean, 
though the 40-odd islands, sea 


channels, oyster beds and fish- 
ing boats make the scene 
unique. And on the edge stands 
Carnac. If sitting all day on one 
of its sandy beaches bores, 
then there is much to see; it was 
a great prehistoric centre. Of 
the andent megalithic monu- 
ments. the most famous are the 
“Alignments": 1 1 rows of stand- 
ing stones, the longest stretch- 
ing more than a kilometre. 

Not far away are dolmens 
and tumuli the largest of the 
latter some 120 metres long and 
12 metres high. Excavations 
have uncovered two burial 
chambers and 20 stone chests. 
The artefacts discovered there 
are now in the Carnac museum. 

Vannes, at the head of the 
guff was once the capital of the 
Breton kingdom. The castle, 
ramparts, the wash-houses by 
the river. St Peter's cathedral 
the 16th-century gabled hous- 
es and the old market square 
conspire to intoxicate the visi- 
tor with history. And if you 
prefer the real thing, just drink 
a bottle or two of Breton cider 





IVouble spots: summer book- 
ings jorFYerichMcdomd trains 

Dozens of readers have con- 
tacted the travel desk of77te In- 
dependent after strenuous 

efforts to book cars and families 
on services from Calais to Italy 
gjLand the south of France failed 
“ Rail Europe (0990 848 848) is 
stiH refusing to take bookings for 

August and September; owing to 
what it says are “problems with 

our computer systems”. The 
company now says that book- 
ings for August will be taken 
from 26 ApriL An announcement 
about September bookings will 


SOMETHING FRENCH TO DECLARE 

NEWS FROM THE TRAVEL WORLD 


be made in the week com- 
mencing 3 May. Therefore 
people hoping to travel out in 
August and back in September 
may have to book in two stages. 

Rail Europe says that it has 
tripled the number of staff ans- 
wering calls, but a check call 
yesterday was abandoned after 
20 minu tes of listening to the 
Houseraartins' greatest hits at 
eight pence a minute. 


True or false: for the finest 
Breton food, visit London 
Hue. this week and next Start- 
ing today, Harrods’ food hall 
and restaurants stage a Breton 
promotion featuring the re- 
gion’s delicacies. 

From 21 to 27 April Covent 
Garden market hosts a cele- 
bration of the region’s culture 
and cuisine. A tasting tent will 
be open, 10am-7pm daily. 


A likely eclipse story: :4a- 
trorwmers have predicted that 
this area will be one of the best 
locations in Europe from 
which to view this spectacular 
celestial occurrence' 

This claim, made in the north- 
ern France tour brochure is- 
sued by Blue Chip Travel 
(0131-226 6157), is typical of the 
assertions being made to pro- 
mote destinations in advance of 


the total solar eclipse that will 
sweep across Europe on the 
morning of ll August. 

The astronomer and eclipse 
expert I contacted yesterday 
said the weather prospects for 
every location between Corn- 
wall and the Alps were broadly 
similar, “pretty mediocre” 
seems to be the consensus. 

Prom the Alps through Aus- 
tria. Romania and Turkey, 
conditions steadily improve, 
reaching a 95 per cent likelihood 
of clear skies by the time the 
eclipse reaches Iran. 

Simon C alder 
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flfctUa'l ^fnaUU fiaUt+aL Combos 
Fw more irfonwlien coll 0171 6362924/2928 
Namibia Tourism 6 Chundas Sheet, London WlM OlQ 


Jasper Rees 

‘The Adam and Joe 
Show’ (C4) has its fans, 
but I do not think 
i’m one of them 
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J.THE INDEPENDENT 

We’ve got you covered 
from under £52 


The likelihood is thru yon may take 
several tripe away iff the course of a 
year whether it be for business or 
holiday or hath. .4 week in the sum- 
mer. say? Perhaps a short cUy break 
on the continent? A weekend chan- 
nel trip 10 stock up oayoarwine? Or 
maybe a skiing holiday to your 
favourite Alpine resort ? 

Eivn* ums you jw away die insurance 
cim 1 . mourn up - unless you have no 
annual insurance policy. .And. if you 
Jou'i hjve annual cover (hen (here’s 
the biriber >4 arranging cover each 
and every lime. 

The Independent Annual Travel 
Insurance, arranged with General 
.Accident who are me of (he biegest 
anti txrJ known names in insurance, 
will save sou nm only money but 
rime (i-o. providing cover fer my 
number uf holidays each of up lu 51 
Jjyt duration during ihc year. The 
policy pro - , ides cover fra we spoils 
holiday of op to 17 days duration. 

Two versions uf the policy are avail- 
able. one fur Europe aod one for 
Worldwide cover, there are individual 
nuc. i'ase 16 - 64 yearai. and rates for 
a family comprising 2 adult* usd 2 
children rage Z - !5 years inclusive). 

Fxtcuvive cover mduding; 

Holiday cancellation up to OMW 
Medico! cipcrort up to £2mi1linn 
Peryunal Hvcidairt £25,1*10 
Personal lucg-jpe up to £ ! ,500 



RING THE INSURANCE 
HOTLINE ON 
0800 SSI 881 

quote special reference 
INT482. 

Alternatively complete the 
coupon and return it to: 
Independent Annual 
Holiday Insurance 
Offer. FREEPOST, 
General Accident, 
Glasgow G64 1BR. 


Please send me further 
J information on the 
Independent Annual 
1 Travel Insurance. 


Name. 


ComnftHive Rates - BnUdnv Cover 
Gab: 

iNMYfDUIVL COVER . 


.Address 


Europe only 
Worldwide 
Family cover 
Europe only 
Worldwide 


£51-59 

£89.99 

£10189 

£16633 


CwmpMiliw Rates - Holiday & 
Borinnw Cover Only: 

LMHVmUM. COVER 


Europe 
Worldwide 
Family cover . 
Europe 
Worldwide 


£97.44 

£137-56 

£131.84 

£19487 


L 


NtwstHUtttPu&l&u'gPLCRspsBredinBiglandND 1908967 


* Postcode 

SEND TO: Independent 

* Annual Holiday Insurance 

Offer, FREEPOST. 
.General Accident, Glasgow 
, G641BR. 

* PKaxDd muilm ByoudonoiwBUKi 

| [_) leceM fuure oim itwr independent a 
■ tram conpanm aptmedby *e 

"himnaem. ifcwwoa Put*st»o [* 

I regKBEd n Erranio No 1908967 NT48? 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Take Off 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 
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KENYA SAFARI + REACH - 13 Nighls 
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From London -La ton 


It could cost you nothing 
or as little as £200 

A sponsored trek in February 2000 organised by 
Doug Scott CBE {first Briton to climb Everest). 
Help raise money for the first Tibetan STUPAS in 
Britain. Stupa building is an ancient technology 
that transforms pollution, war, famine and 
disease, creating conditions for health, harmony 
and prosperity - for the whole planet 


June 12. 19 & 26 .. 
July 03 & 10 


LateHabmitofcNKdbYd^^ . 

moo JUV 24431 -SUM September 18*25 

;;;3S At*ud07.M&21 ....£1«Q . ftowmb»0M3,2Q*27.£lW8 

Ota dBWin 1999 erecBdaUa 


SRI LANKA TOUR + BEACH - 13 Nights 

SnmoteffietfveoilYwicl hktofyorSritontaandretaonooecflsfoebeocf>es.ftieiaiy ; : 
feoSfnbm Swrhdudhg W tent* and the tea 

^ 6 nights at the Shdbad hotel on Kalutan Beach. 

Fitter droato tan fondmlW^ 


lafaiga 

Alicante 

Majorca 

Bodrum 

Dalaman 

Ibiza 


£99 

£99 

£99 

£99 

£99 

199 
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01 May 99 - 30 Jun 9V.. £569 01 JH99-31 Aug99 ... £879 01 Sep 99 -10 Dec 99 .. Stn 


TANZANIA SAFARI + BEACH - 1 3 Nights 

Featuring a 6-fiigh5 scalart tdsfiing the 'ckkOb of manUncT at Hie OtAiwaT Goigi& the vorf . 
Naaongon On** tee open ptahs of the fewogoli and bokfag out far H» tanouj befrdmbhg 
fans oJ Lc*e Mraficaa Wtowed by 7 nJghte at the frstar Serena Beocti h Mombasa Kenya 
SabKby dfpasiEibJn London Hsatmr on IMRiMmjm 


12 -19 June 99 £1049 

26 June 99 £1199 


03 -10 July 99 £1299 

17 Juty-21 August 99 . £1599 


28 August -16 Oct 99 .£1349 
23 Oct - 13 Nov 99 ...£1299 


Also from London -Luton 

Aberdeen - Amsterdam - Barcelona 
Belfast * Edinburgh • Glasgow ■ Inverness 
Madrid ■ Nice * Palma de Mallorca 


MAY DEPARTURES 


From Liverpool 


Singles abroad 

Avoid the humdnan of a package hoSday. { 

With Sngfcs Abroad jvnmHncialhz with other : 
single people at our selected quality destinations. 
Pikes from £399. AD ytw peed to do is ring 
0171 791 1861 

to experience the Holiday cf a Lifetime , 

□post 24 hr* ATOL339S . 


INDIA: Goa Reach + Taj Tow - 14 Nights 

WneiaiY features 10 nights at Itie HoMoy hn h Goa and 4 nights sanpiig the delgtrls <# 
Rajasthan. vfsStrg the ‘Pink CJty 1 o< Jaipur and tte majaltc Taj MahalhAgia 

ScaiK±vd«3arM8itanla^SowttaiUa»difl«Sw(RBn*inCt3t*i*)iro*«<Jir*tsW. . . 

09 & 16 Oct 99 £899 HDec99 £1199 25 Dec 99 * 01 Jan 00 £124? 
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Abo from Liverpool 

Amsterdam > Barcelona ■ Belfast • Malaga * Nice 


Paris Amsterdam 
& Brussels 


CotonOSaita Maria 
HoBdaykn 
Leeta Patee 


GOA -14 Nights 

Degames hem London GatnieA 

18 Dec 99 

Haf Board £1129 

Bed * Boaklast £1799 

BedABBOkfast £2549 

Premiun Gatin tojpxteawlQtlo an Bgte. 


25 Dec 99 
£899 
£1399 
£2199 
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H 0 RE DESTINATIONS AVA 1 UB 1 E 


01293 432 100 




OR SS YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 



IraveteE Beach Hotel 
Club Sun 'n‘ Sand 
Nyal Beach Hotel 


MOMBASA -14 Nights 

DepcmstlraTilar^GcswXaiMondTeiSet 

19 Dec 99 

Half Board £1139 

Albckane £1289 

Hot Board £1455 


26 Dec 99 
£999 
£1249 
£1399 
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MBomium prices hctudeal peat season supplements 
The price you eee is thn price you pay! 
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Travel 




as many times 
■ no as you Dice 


Overseas Travel 


Biw ■ a year 

With our annual travel insurance. 


S OVER 700 


rSosTRiS 


K ean take mnlHple trips 
ighout the vac 


throughout the vac 
To enrol rati quoting 
reference INAB4. 


VILLAS 


Insurance 

Services 


Lines aie open 7 days- 0800700737 

Available to novCattliKtites 


. ;=£. IN PRIME LOCATIONS 
.'SifOR A FREE COLOUR 
- ^BROCHURE PHONE 

^0035824325 


City Breaks 


CMWn odium jwI KaybOom 


awd fcjr SnAIBCndcalhiKfiiE. Anria> Exjn* Sarim bxvcUnikd. 
IWtod Ho^tSl^PUt LmdM5WnEK h^fend Niadn; Umx 


SIMP’-T TRAVEL'; 



1000's more 
worldwide destinations 

01582438318 


Ft* BujWess & FraOais Fares cat 

01582 438 303 


Los Angeles 

San Francisco 

Miami 

Sydney 

Denver 

Vancouver 

Johannesburg 

Singapore 

New York 

Honq Kong 

Auckland 


fr £23S 
£23S 
£205 
£473 
£259 
£244 
£335 
£373 
£186 
£377 
£4S2 





Late Availability 


WELSH EKXtDER FARMHOUSE Nr 
LiflAnr, magntt. views S walks, 
logbumer. d/trasher, sips B+ 
01568 7B0B12 


Special Interest Holidays 


TM7MM 


! worldwide 

A unique selection of small group exploratory 
holidays from the UK’s leading 
advetiture tour co m pany. 

• Wildlife Encounters 
• Rambles, Hikes & Treks 
j| • Wilderness Experiences 
• Sailtreks & Seatreks 
2 •Jungle Explorations 
E • Cultural Touring 


SAVE' 

ll P 'o £ 7Q 0 

on Elected 

d ^POrt urej 

(o Africa & 

Gratia. 

CoJ1 NOIV for 

details 


Over 200 tours in 96 countries. Tours firm 8 1 tow to 
4 weeks. Prices frvm under £400 U over £2000. 
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Overseas Opportunities 


PfiRIS 


As part of the world's largest air inclusive tour operator. Airtours are committed to providing their customers with a hoJIday they’ll truly enjoy. It Is our people that make 
Airtours Holidays special. AH our products arrt to meet our customers' needs from ChBdren's Clubs to Golden Years, and summer sun to ski - and it is only with the very 
best people that we can make this happen! 



Working overseas with Airtours. you will be joining a team who have one clear focus - the customer. If you can say the same, possess confidence, energy aid a desire 
fora progressive career in a growing industry, let us know. 


Wfe woiJd particularly Ifce to hear from you if you possess any relevant skills or qualifications, for some of our more speclafised rotes. This would include experience fo 
child care for our Children's Club Leaders, dancing skills for our Golden Years Hosts or catering and ski experience for our Ski programme. 


PfiRIS, BRUSSELS 

& AMSTERDAM 


\bu could have the opportunity to join our summer or winter programmes and also progress to management posts both overseas and in the UK. So, telephone our 
Recnitment Line now and find out about one of the most exciting career moves you can make! 


7(fytani6lty]Rm j jgA 
Bnss&BAflEfaitai *||a|| 
nLBfinOsbri UV¥ 
Departs Every Sunday 


GUERNSEY 


Alrtoure' unique national education partnerships wtfi colleges facilitate 
the ‘BTec Resort Representatives' & 'BTec Children's Courier' courses, 
which are aimed at producing trw most highly skilled and customer 
focused individuate In the industry. For more n formation, telephone cur 
24 hoi* Recruitment fine. 


01706 909027 


24 hours 



Anours Hoidays is committed to a policy of equal oppcrtvmoes 


France 


Tlie Hobday Makers 

Greece III 


Activity Holidays 


UK Travel 


ISLE OF WIGHT 





PHCtiE FQFtBnOCHURES 


0181-980 7244 
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• Insurance EesentteU 
•Client Thai Account 
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'MAT JLjDNE SKOAL OHXK 
10 nights for price of 7 
Mobile Homes from £245 

BKIHANY MRECT HOLIDAYS 

TEL: 0181 641 60601 
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lPECIALIST 

cPreece 


Kids Klub 


THE SWAN AT 
HAY HOTEL 
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[81-847-4748 


France 
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Call 01252 760, 100 for 

your tree copy of our colour brochure 
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Walking Holiday Specialists 

SHERPA 


Euoitn! 

Gfotipi and ' 
b*t)ia4« hoUayi , 

0181 747 83T5 * 

FTighti only 

0181 7473708 

ilA Mandwfar 

0161 832 1441 


Discovery A 
& Adventure! 


FAMRY HOLIDAYS Id 

FRANCE 


For 27 years w have ottered a comprehensive range 
of HkraJayan Expeditions, but our most important 
dastbiatlan is France! Our most popular holiday In 
1998 ms to aline known Spanish Island. 

For delate of over 100 superb walking holidays 
worldwide to suit walkers of all abilities calk 


JOURNEY 

Latin 

America 


01815777187 

www^hetpa-waiking-hofidayBxoaik 
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Discover 12 enchanting 
French regions on foot 
or by bike, with your 
bags moved for you. 

Warm friendly 
hotels, fine regional 
food and wines, 
unexpected pleasures. 


r <t South »f France I 


French Camping 
& Mobile Homes 


Mobile homes on top 
class coastal sites. 
Children under 18 - FREE 

Foul Vacancies 
at Bai hdu m Prices 

FOUR SEASONS 
0113 256 4373 
ATTO bonded 


Easter and Summer Activity 
Holidays for 6 to 27 year olds at 4 
centres in East Anglia. Choose 
from over 50 activities and 
Residential or Daily Holidays. 12 
years experience and founder 
member of the British Activity 
Holiday Association 


CHURCH ST 
HAY-ON-WYE 
HEREFORD H 0 R 3 5 QD 
Tel No. 01497 821138 


The Town of Books 
Hay-on-Wye nestles in 
the unspoilt Beacons 
National Part. 


Fine Cuisine 

Winter Saver from 2nd Nov. 
- nights PB&B from £%pp. 


SdTDrtre. Ferry Mtetiic, 
CMUtea Free, Free Imarao: 


For a totally new kind of 
French experience, 
phone now far 1999 
colour brochure. 


SuperSites 


't^^^mSfr^rdepannae. 

. Hydra. Zagori. 
Ik^^r Skiaituis. SfopWos. 

Alonissos 
Ifu i o>rr rluming villas J 
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I Ward h unim; Greet SpenahsL 

0181 995 9323 


Wottages 


Pbone/Fu NOW (broclmrej 00353|B) 6279126 

enwril lodgchomcf ■nn^ftl ort-lc 

Eruov the freedom of painting ______ 

or dabbling with day in the L-l^ 

stress free environment of the fr fr " ' 

Tipperary mountains. J? \ !*-&. * | JC 
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01606 813 338 


Cote d'Azur 
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Trans Siberian 
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• Holiday and Tours 

• Apartment rental 

• SPECIAL Monaco 

Grand Prix 


, Top coastal sitBS. 

■ West Coast & Med. 
Low Prices. 
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0845 070 2244 
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COTE D'AZUR & PROVENCE 
Unique median at coasts! villas 
a country houses wRh poofs. Bal- 
four Rw« 01109402620 
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□ South & Central America 

□ America 

□ EgyptSi Turtay 

□ Certtm As* 

□ Africa ' 

□ tatteEast . 


0541 551 163 
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SICYROS The Hofattc Exporienea 
In Greeca A the Caribbean. 0171 
ZB4 3065 or «mr AkmsxORV 
FACE YOUA FEARS. Hw your 
dreams. Thflor made tanfluaqe A 
Cultural holidays. 01273 887897 
wwvuantafexojjfc ATOL5173 
CYCLING IN UNCHSCOVERED 
£uroptL FfewftXKl. frtandty hotels, 
begs mound tor you. TaL Hod. 
water 01606 8133372412 ATOL 
WALKING IN UNDiSCOVERED 
Europe. Fine food, hand-pick »d 
hotels, excel torn value tor money 
prices. CUded and Independent 
choices - tugs moved lor you. 
TMeprione H eadw ater 01B06 B1J 
337 2412 ATOL 
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M&X PYRENEES. S/C mountain fi 
coastal proper ties, many with 
pools. Breathtaking countryside. 
0171 284 2295, wwwxaun- 
ttycomnm roufc 


BRITTAMYOINAN. beeches, golf, 
CsWng, Mews cottage sleeps 2. 
01947889757 ove. 


Active Outdoor Holidays ^ 
^ to North America £ t 


Hiking, Biking, Horseback Riding, 


Canoeing, Rafting and more! 


walking tours’-also available 


r# C a!iTrekAmerica O n0i295 256777 


Overseas Travel 
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Summer Specials^ 
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CHEZ HOUS •n . Save money - 
book Greet, 3000+ private own- 
era - ail typos srt holiday proper- 
ties & Mb's in France. Cell lor 
free 356 page directory, 08700 
730 730 (NHG2SA) 


Greece 


SELECT FROM 

400 VILLAS 


THE INDEPENDENT recommends 
Pure Crete. 5/c vBago houses, 
spring flowers, breathtaking 
scenery and em pty b eaches. 
0181 760 0878 A*d 2757 AITO 




Self Catering UK 
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flies 8 Groups. 150 things to do, 
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721555 
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Crete widosi choteo of holiday 
properties at the keenest puces. 
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FILDXEMA Escape Padofles: Vil- 
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8 unusual islands. Atet 281 7 Ater 
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THE WEEKEND REVIEW 

JkgJndependgnt 1? April 10Q0 


The Roma ns not only built Britain’s first road network, they also had maps and milestones to guide themselves around it. By Guy de la Bedoyere 

Ancient roads all lead to Rome 


T he best thing about 
being a Roman em- 
peror must have 
been not having to 
worry about running 
public enquiries, es- 
pecially before budd- 
ing roads. In AD43, Britain faced the 
first great roads lobby. Roman roads 
are something of an old chestnut 
They built them straight and they 
pretty well built them everywhere. 
Mostly true, except for the straight 
part, since the straight bits often 
joined into one long zig-zag. 

What this meant for Britain is that 
ancient tracks and brand-new roads 
were adapted into a colossal network 
which was a bit like the Pan-Ameri- 
can Highway today (for the Channel 
crossing, substitute the Darien 
Gap). Travelling became truly inter- 
national. By belonging to an empire 
that stretched to Syria, a Briton with 
the travel bug could make his way 
across the whole of Europe and the 
Near East armed with nothing more 
than a smattering of Latin and 
Greek. What's more, his money was 
good all the way, and there was no 
need for jabs, a passport or visas. 

To make this kind of activity' pos- 
sible, the Romans produced road 
maps. Not neat fold-out sheets with 
contours and rocky shorelines, but 
something more like the schematic 
motorway maps which show 
straight lines and equally-spaced 
roundabouts. One of the best biown 
is the Antonine Itinerary a set of 225 
routes across the empire which 
detailed stopping places, the 
mileage in between and the total dis- 
tance for the trip. The road-builders 
erected milestones, and once they 
had worked out how many miles it 
was from A to B. that information be- 
came available to the compilers of 
the itineraries. 

So, a Roman setting out from 
Vmovia (Bin Chester in County 
Durham) for Cataractoni (appro- 
priately enough, Catterickin North 
Yorkshire) knew that he had a 22- 
mile hike ahead of him and could 
count off the miles as he wait 
The routes are usefol ways of find- 
ing out the andent names for the 
towns of Roman Britain. A Briton 


planning a winter by the Mediter- 
ranean made his way through Duro- 
brivis (Rochester) and other places 
to Rutupiae (Richborough, near 
Sandwich, in Kent) to catch his boat 
across to Gaul. 

By the early Middle Ages, hard- 
working monks had masses of moul- 
dering Roman maps to hand. One of 
them produced the extravagantly 
named Ravenna Cosmography 
about the year 700. Unlike modern 
travel writers, the Ravenna monk 
admitted that he hadn't travelled 
himself (a good disclaimer). That ex- 
plains a diversion on the exact co- 
ordinates of Paradise, and why he 
didn't appreciate the problems of 
using sewn-together sheets which 
split some names in half Sometimes 


The surviving 
Roman milestones 
themselves speak 
as a silent testimony 
to Britain's earliest 
road-building boom 


he went round in circles and the 
same place turns up more than 
once, and he also thought rivers 
were places. But the Ravenna 
routemaster gives us a colossal 
amount of information, because he 
had access to archives which are 
long since lost. From his list come 
all sorts of exotic names. 

Chester shines forth as Deva 
Victrix, thanks to its having once 
been home to the XX legion, Vale- 
ria Victrix. Abergavenny was once 
Gobazmio (pronounce the “b" as a 
•AO, and Middlewich was Salinae 
(thanks to the salt-flats). 

One feature of the Roman world 
now usually lost were the cemeter- 
ies that lined the roads outside 
town walls (burying within was for- 
bidden for hygierfc reasons). Recent 
excavations at one such cemetery in 
what is now Spitalfields have turned 


up a fourth-century lead coffin cur- 
rently being opened and conserved 
in public view at the Museum of Lon- 
don. It is thought to contain the 
skeleton of a wealthy young woman 
- but who she was and whence she 
came are likely to remain mysteries. 

The surviving milestones them- 
selves speak as a silent testimony to 
Britain’s earliest road -building 
boom. Many can be found in remote 
places or reused in later town walls 
or other buDdings. 

A whole series has been found 
near Neath in south Wales, and an- 
other collection in Cornwall. The 
church at St Hilary, Cornwall, has a 
milestone, belonging to the years 
307-337 and naming Constantine I. 
planted in its floor. Fbund nearby, it 
seems oddly out of place considering 
that evidence for Roman occupation 
in Cornwall is pretty thin. Yet. nearly 
1,700 years ago, a road system exist- 
ed. maintained by the state. 

The milestones seem to have re- 
newed episodically as new regimes 
sprang up, especially in the vicious 
chaos of tiie third century- when one 
bloodthirsty maniac after another 
took power. Incredibly, three alone 
name Florianus, whose two-month 
reign in 276 ended on a battlefield at 
Tarsus in Asia Minor At Vindolanda, 
dose to Hadrian's Wall, one mile- 
stone after another was put up and 
the old ones buried nearby. Near 
Carlisle, one n amin g Carausius (a 
British usurper) was simply turned 
upside down and the new emperor’s 
name carved at the other end. Such 
public monuments invited vandal- 
ism. At the villa at Rockboume in 
Hampshire, two milestones have 
turned up by the villa buildings, ev- 
idently removed from an unknown 
road by the owner as handy blocks. 

Strangely, few milestones actual- 
ly give the traveller much useful in- 
formation. One found near Leicester 
tells the weaiy wanderer in three and 
a half lines all about Hadrian and his 
titles for the year 120. but at least 
adds at the end that it is two miles 
to Rads (Leicester). For the most 
part, the milestones do little more 
than brandish the incumbent em- 
peror's name. One can only hope 
that enterprising passers-by painted 



The milestone at Vindolanda may have helped Roman tax collectors reach areas that other regimes could not PhiUp Niaxm 


on vital intelligence, like distance, 
bandits ahead or other obstacles 
awaiting the unwary wanderer. 

Despite their shortcomings, the 
milestones of Roman B ritain are one 
of the latest pieces of evidence for 
the maintenance of state organisa- 
tion. They peter out after 337, leav- 
ing Roman Britain another 73 years 
to go, but other official inscriptions 
or monuments had already largely 
ceased to exist 

Perhaps the sub-text in the Late 
Roman totalitarian state was that 
this was how the rapacious tax-col- 
lectors could find their way to the 


parts of the province that other 
regimes could not have reached. 
Imagine if the Department of Trans- 
port was run by Customs and Ex- 
cise. That six-lane motorway to that 
obscure part of Wales would have 
been built by now and to hell with all 
those sheep. 

Running the empire from Rome 
and local capitals made road re- 
sources essential. River transport 
was important, but the deep-worn 
cart-ruts in the roads leading out of 
Roman Cirencester show that the 
roads were heavily used. It wasn't 
all commercial traffic. The grave- 


stones at Bath show that this was a 
place which attracted people with ail- 
ments from other parts of the 
Roman world to bask in the warm 
waters of the sacred spring. 

Perhaps the pilgrims used a 
guidebook to Roman Britain. None 
survives, but in the second century 
Pausanias wrote a travellers guide 
to Greece, with useful information 
such as recommending the road 
between Argos and Itegea as “very 
good for traffic". If only he knew what 
he’d started. 

Guy de la BMoy&re is presenter of 


‘The Romans in Britain’, which is 
to be repeated on Saturday morn- 
ings on BBC2from l May. He is also 
author of a number cf books on 
Roman Britain including ‘Hadri- 
ans Wall. A History and Guide' 
(Tfempus 2998), and ‘The Golden 
Age’ (Tempos 1999). To see a 
Roman milestone, visit the Ro- 
mano-British Gallery at the British 
Museum (0171-636 1355) or the 
Roman Jbrt and settlement at Vin- 
dolanda t Northumbria ) (01434 
344277) where a solitary Roman 
milestone still sits beside the road 
( above) 
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Get on the bus, Gus 

Hugh O’Shaughnessy recommends coach travel over a Virgin experience 


WE WERE bowling up the M6 in 
the dark when Ted the driver 
strolled down the coach to the 
lavatory at the back. “It’s al- 
right, lads, she’s on autopilot" 
If they hadn’t noticed that Gary 
the relief driver bad hopped on 
at a service station a few miles 
back and taken over at the 
wheel the two elderly Irish 
ladies sitting in front of mine 
might have had a nasty turn. 

We were aboard Resa - so 
named, Jody the young steward 
announced as we left London, 
from the letters on her number 
plate. Jody; too, was a bit of a 
card. He told us that if we 
wanted to set fire to the coach, 
and he sincerely hoped that we 
didn't, we could use the exits 
front and back and the one on 
the root We should try not to 
put Utter on the floor and just 
sit back and enjoy the journey. 

It would be unfair to suggest 
that the 4pm sendee from Vic- 
toria Coach Station was some 
sort of slack operation. Not 
having used a long-distance 
coach service in Britain for 
decades, I had booked with 
trepidation. Would it be packed 
full noisy, smoky, beery and 
generally purgatory, and take a 
lot longer than the scheduled 
four-and-a-half hours? 


The booking clerk on the 
phone was poUte and efficient 
the £12 fare was inexpensive 
and the tickets were ready 
when I collected them the night 
before departure at a scrupu- 
lously dean bus terminal. 

There were scarcely a dozen 
of us on the spotless coach. We 
clicked on our seat belts and 
started from Victoria on the 
stroke of four. We hit the mo- 


torway at a smooth run and I 
settled down comfortably, tun- 
ing my radio to the PM Pro- 
gramme and dozing off. 

I was awake again as the 
radio masts at Daventry ap- 
peared. Shortly before War- 
rington, Jody brought me a 
60p cup of tea. In the dark the 
town took on a sense of mys- 
tery; the multi-storey car park 
at the coach station was a blaze 
of light, and there were strange 
glimpses of glistening water 
courses. Liverpool Coach Sta- 


tion appeared at a23pm. As Ted 
unloaded the luggage com- 
partment, there was a cheery 
wave from Jody and Gary. 

Because I love trains and 
wanted to compare perfor- 
mance by road and rail 1 took 
the Virgin train back to London. 
Again I had some trepidation - 
but this time the foreboding 
proved comprehensively justi- 
fied. Booking my ticket the day 


before departure brought the 
first shock. “That’ll be £61,” 
said the booking clerk. “No.” I 
said, “I only want a single, sec- 
ond class to Euston for the first 
train tomorrow." “That’ll be 
£61," came her reply, a little 
more crossly. 

The next day I found myself 
a seat in a carriage which had 
no seats reserved and was in- 
explicably labelled as being in 
an “Orange Zone". At 5.45ara 
we set off on the dot Dave, the 
senior conductor; announced 


the station stops in advance but 
strangely forbore to say any- 
thing about catering, dining 
cars, buffet cars or trolleys. 
Having paid a mere £61. a prop- 
er breakfast was denied to me 
and 1 bought a cup of tea and a 
“Delice de France Real Danish 
Pastry direct from Denmark” at 
the buffet counter. 

We came to a halt in open 
country, tiie Chiltems stretch- 
ing ahead of us. Another Virgin 
locomotive had broken down 
and we were in a queue to get 
past it Eventually we did. pass- 
ing a train full of miserable 
souls waiting despairingly fora 
new engine. My £61 got me to 
Euston breakfastiess and half- 
an-hour late. No one told me 
that my ticket entitled me to free 
tea. Nor did anyone offer me - 
a 64 -year- old who many say 
looks older - a senior rail card. 

A newspaper advertisement 
recently offered return air tares 
to the Canaries for £59. 1 could 
have flown to islands off the 
coast of Africa and back for £2 
less than the Man with the 
Grinning Beard charged for 
carrying me unsatisfactorily 
from Liverpool to London. 

National Express ■ 0990 S0S0S0 
Virgin Trains : 0345 222333 


I could have flown to the Canaries and 
back for £2 less than Virgin charged to 
carry me from Liverpool to London 


THE ISLE OF CAPRI 

7 nights from £495 (room and breakfast) based on the Hotel Floridiana 
or for a supplement of £16 per night (including half board) at the 4-star superior Hotel La Residenza 


magical island of Capri has been 
pufar with visitors since the time of the 
man Emperors Augustus and Tiberius, 
x many varied sights indwfing Roman 
teautiful scenery and gardens, and a 
coastline of caves and difis. 
i are from Catwick to Naples by 
:h Airlines every Saturday afternoon 
annecting hydrofoil or ferry ride from 

0. We have chosen two splendid hotels 
ttel Floridiana and 4-star La Resident 
ase to relax, and from which to explore 
utiful island. 

HOTEL FLORIDIANA 
ridiana is a few minutes from the 
i Gardens, and near a public swimming 
d tennis courts. There » a large and 
ing hall with colour satellite television, 
non bar and a large restaurant with 
nsive buffet service in the summer 

1. All rooms have bath or shower, 
•re, small sitting room, telephone, safe, 
and colour satellite television. 

LA RESIDENZA 

Residenza hotel is situated in a perfect 



7 nights from £495 


location in Capri, just a few minutes stroll away 
from the famous 'Piazzetta' and the funicular 
railway. All rooms and suites are with 
bathrooms, direct line telephones, fridge bar 
and television via satellite. There is a fully 
equipped swimming pool and a spacious 
sun terrace. 


DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

IdSflt Satunba ■ |»a |M*(i in jiwmal IL4iJ ftninu 

Mai- l.a 15. 22 £545 - Jun 5. 12. 19.26.(395 
Jul 3. 10. 17, 24, 31 <£595 -Aug 7. 14. 21 . 2*4*45 
Sept 4. 11. 16,25X645 - OriSJCHS 
Oct 9. 164545 -Oct 23X495 

Sea View Suirkment 
Half Board Suw 

Upgrade to the 4-Star La Reskknza 
Supplement £1 12 in a twin room with na view 
and including halfbuanl 
Heathrow flight supplement .fill 

ladadcii jit imtfnruiiio. 7 niclii* j.,Mnii*«Unn j. , h '—" “> 1 ' 1 
bru&eL kxal CuiJca. |lh Jriwiux Ui Nal nrtrivt 'T 

tHTj-nJ rmjilhnre '4 rryw* ' 


0171-616 1000 



VOYAGES JULES VERNE 

2 1 Dot set 5quoir •" • J»'V l '* 

Truid hnniriuo' Ltd * '•■■■ 

(hr uJben etc Ufiefl it* lrlqtfmV ■■-■>«■ ,J -"- 

■Trlthes ft iruniHLm In Spv J ih* wo-I.ikL !•* i* • 
nuririhrf hear jct lu*fin re*rfcaiiv* 


TRAVEL: UK 


Devon & Cornwall 


HELPFUL HOLIDAYS « 

I or VCcb Country teU - catering 

liter ranei- -A •yrtl 4>l*cooJ| 1 v, 
ni-niim 

Ml -..IK 1.-. nf„J /. ajl lilt'd 

cWJor Brochure 

01647 433535 




Cornish -c**! 

Traditional 

Cottages 

Sefi'-calenug cottage* ou both 
cv\aai of Ccrnwall and on SciDy 

For your FREE brochure 
PHONE 

01208 821666 


DEVON Bam conversion on peace- 
ful 1 arm in Torrid go valkty. TarVa 
country. Sips 4/6. 01 005 S0437I 
NORTH DEVON larmnouse. BB & 
EM. Good home, cooking, also s 
VC OOttS 01271658336. 

CHEAT VALUE quality cottages. 
Cruet 400 in Cornwall 08700 725 
7T5CHK34A 

EXMOOR S C corni er tfo abled in 
river valley 01598 763320 
ST IVES. Sowena House. Sip 
5.'6.Avajlabfo May/June. Superb 
location. Town centra. Talc. 
Coastal path. Beaches 01736 
797748. 

CORNWALL 8 DEVON 300 Col 
Upas OirouflhouL 01752 260711. 
S'C BUNGALOWS. Indoor pool, 
fisting lake, peaceful countryside 
near beaches. 01409231395 
EXMOOR National pari. Punster. 
Luxury collages sleeping 2 12. 
Indoor pool, tennis. E TB highly 
oommendnd 0 1 643 84 1 1 23 
SUPER CORNISH COTTAGES 
Available now Heart ofCounlry- 
VOe. Tel. 01503 220333 
ST AGNES. N. Coast, conv bom. 

sip 4(6. all VL <31672 553498 
LOVELY PROPERTIES Coastal and 
rural Tel 01548 580964 

www dewonconnecilon.co uh 
CLASSIC COTTAGES. 400 select 
Coastal S Country cottages in the 
West Country lor lha discerning. 
wwer.cJassic.ca uk Brochure lei 
01326 565555 

IDYLLIC ESCAPE 25 acre secluded 
OEUlo P rival o beach, tonnla. 
sunning soa views Salcombe 
area. SupotD lumry &C accomo- 
doiion and exclusive BSB 01548 
SI 1521 

QUALITY DEVON COTTAGES Froo 
1999 US colour brochure. Phone 
novrli 017S6 702203 
WONDERFUL CORNISH COT- 
TAGES. 1 099 be$> ever lull colour 
brochure. 01756 702201 
FOWEY/POLRUAN. Charmimg 
waterside cottages. Superb 
views. Central healing Dinghies 
available. Peis welcome. 01579 
344667 


Doiset 


COASTGUARD COTTAGE Bet 
Abbotsbury & Weymoutn Lovoly 
views down the coast 3 double 
bedrooms, olpt 8 in comlort 
Some vacancies Juno. July. 
August. from £200 pur me c-n A 
imen. Dm** 01305 770995 
SUPERB DORSET COTTAGES 
Free 1999 hi* colour brochure 
Phono now" 01756 702204 
Dorsal Coastal Cottages Old. 
cosy, much loved Short breaks 
Horn £130 (01305)852886 


Hants/l.O.W 


47. BONIFACE HOUSE 
SMALL, RBIQMDiy. 
NON -SMOKING HOUSE 

4'JuT:, only AI en tun.; 

PD'WVJ Nice SM VlOwC- 

f -"J n»3?u ajocLak. mcl 
ten-, 

VEHTttOH 
Tel: 01983 853109 

"<"• **«*■-. 


Scotland 


GOLF for BEGINNERS 
and IMPROVERS 


Weekly 
courses m lovely 
Baders d 
Scottand Top 
class Pro. Dflwirt 
courses played 
everyday vtaudmg 
c ha mpwnslsp 
Roxburgne. Staying 
as house guean 
country house 


Tel/Fax: 

01835 850769 



• *.LT T THE EXPERTS' 

Cher 2.000 scli-caierinc 
properties in all areas 
from luxury houses lo 
i croft corui{iti%. 

^ Wriv-mr ph* .r>c 

- Iu? On ivbur? 



ki FrtJcri.l St 
E^intarrh EH? 1TH 
GAJRLOCH - Comfortable House 
with beautiful view lo Skye. Open 
fires, beach. Inver ewe Gardens 9 
mis. Sips 6+ Tel D1527 B72229 
COTTAGES & HOUSES In South 
Scotland. From me coast to tlto 
hlEa. For lull colour brochure call 
01558 504030 

WONDERFUL SCOTTISH COT- 
TAGES 1599 colour brochure. 
Phone nowl 1 . 01756702213 
GREAT VALUE quality cottages. 
Over 555 In Scotland 087007ZS 
72SCHS34A 

COSY COTTAGES In lar N.WesL 
Sandy bays, qulei coastal village, 
lochs, mountains, beaches. 
01732 082320 


Sussex 


EASTBOURNE 
SEAFRONT 
The Oban Hotel 

SiTOA10m8-3fcTtalL 

flteppR/B/D. 

He’d. LB. 6 BBS {fiDKE. 
ArURACZStx. 


Freephone 0500 131247 


Wales 


IDYLLIC N. Wales Cottages. 1999 
colour brochure. Phone nowfl 
01756 702206 

ATTRACTIVE 5>'c ptoperttaj 
throughout North Wales. 01492 
502492 at rrww.northwnJcshoL- 
dovco Doges, ctuih 
BRECON BEACONS Lovely selec- 
tion of over 20D sett calcring col- 
lages m this unspoilt National 
Part- 01874 876446 
BEAUTIFUL Duality Properties 
mound magnfflcom Welsh Coast 
Log Fires. Linen provided. Pets 
welcome bee- Ca0 lor our colour 
brochure.Quallty Cottages D134B 
837 B7I 

PEMBROKESHIRE NATIONAL 
Part. Spacious farmhouse 
annexe, noar nver, panoramic 
Views, cordial location, sleeps f. 
ideal lamrte*. TeHHW 6W W 
BARGAIN BREAKS, f'-s-o*. idyllic 
I7C lartnhouse, er ^aie, DB6B. 
fishing, log fires. £23-50- Lie. Bar. 
AARAC Bro 01 2(8 595640 


Ireland 


Escape to Ireland... 



UBLEN moM ao^Jg^ 

^ NORTH VIA 1 - 




Siwfc? 



...in just 1 hour 49 minutes. 

If you're thinking of uking your car 10 Ireland choose to 
(ravel with (he expens Irish Ferries. 

With the mosi modem fleei of vhips on the Irish Sea. 
fatal value fares and inclusive holiday packages wc have 
the island covered. 

A 5 day return fare for a car and up to 5 aduUs on one of 
our Cruise Ferries ctkis from juM £1 19 on our Pembroke 

mure or £129 on our Holyhead route anytime up to 
27 May. From June, you can choose (o speed across on 
(he new Dublin Swift from just £189 mum. 

Call us now on 08705 17 17 17, 
mite to us at freepost 
Irish Ferries or see 

, °u rtravriae “ L Irish Ferries 

***** **»„]** 
Bookings: www.iiishferries.ie 



NfcR Dublin .'Swift.- -Now-, tonkins faxL 


SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 286 
select IntSvIduel cartages In 
superb locations. Oise tares. 
AJTO Colour Broduo. 01 823 
681060 wwwjjhanirockcol- 
lagea.co.ult 

IRISH COUNTRY HOUDAYS 
Chose horn over 200 delightful 
catugeo. Touring, booting end 
horse drawn caravans. For your 
(toe brochure call 01562 560688 
(MhraJ 

HILL WALK All day. Return lo (us- 
ury In Cashel House Hotel, and 
gardens. Connemara. Co. Gal- 
way. Tel. (0035395) 31001. Fox 
31007, (Or troa brochure 

SOUTH TIPPERARY 19th century 
cottage, J bedrooms, sleeps 7. 
BeeuttuUy modernised. Ideal (or 
louring, relaxing. 0181 3399257 

brwrtire 


KENHARE - Tho Jewel el Kerry. 
OtfgMfuJ Mooted 4' hema,3sn- 
sulto bedrooms, private ear part 
8 garden. 2 minutes from I own. 
Great walks A gall finks. Tel 
00353 6441016 Fas 00353 

6442135. 


Isle ofWight 


APRIL SPECIAL 
3 nights from £S9 

Bed, ifftaklaa Hi riming mtaL 
Ijrpr idfitOI tkHd. nnntunturm, 
mitwr pnrl.fhnin >auna 
• FREE CAR FERRY • 

Sjnd ring Kara Huh-I 
teJimw. SandrwiL Id* uf 

Tel: 0I9H3 -KWfi. r .3 

3 nights May Day £99 

Spring Rank Holiday £1 19 


West Country 


FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
best value outrages In Devon 
101271)376322 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


YORKSHIRE DALES Welcome Cot- 
tages. Free 1999 lull colour 
brochure. 01756 702209 
YORKSHIRE DALES. Ueen, rvy^t 
Peak 6 Lake Dtttrfa. ovor 200 
*>« caiaing cottages. Oustnaod 
brochure] Hogaay Cottages ^ Ybrtt- 
sNra. Water St Skiptwi BD23 
1P8 (01756) 700872. 

YORK. Any 3 nights ■ A la Carta ■ 
break El 14. Hewtmh Cam 
Car Part, 01904 4® 156 
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A. former working 
sisal estate in 
the Yucatan 
provides 
hours of peace - 
interrupted only 
by the calls of 
exotic birds. 

By Alison 
Criado-Perez 

D awn arrives 
slowly but noisily 
in the Yucatan. 
The blackness 
faded into grey 
through the win- 
dow of my bunga- 
low as a crescendo of squeaks, 
>uzzes and croaks, and the raucous 
.volf-whistle of some unknown bird. 
:ook place outside. I couldn't linger 
in bed; I had to go and explore. A 
oath led me past tall and elegant 
salms and through bushy ferns and 
shrubs. Hands of bananas nestled 
among dark-green fronds and, high 
above me, deep yellow papayas 
lung in clusters. On either side of 
:he path were thousands of hard- 
kvood saplings - 75,000 to be precise. 
Tnis exotic world in which 1 was wan- 
dering had not sprung up unaided 
U was the fruit of a Mexican botanist 
and a Spanish architect 
Monica Hernandez and Anibal 
Gonzales bought the crumbling and 
overgrown Hacienda Katancbel on 
(Mexico's Yucatan peninsula a couple 
jf years ago. It was intended as a 
?ountry estate but the chance dis- 
covery of 33 workmen’s cottages 
ouried in the undergrowth sparked 
the idea of turning it into a hotel 
These days, the hotel sits at the end 
of a 4km track with an air of stillness, 
peace and slightly decayed grand- 
eur hanging over it alL Here was no 
glitzy, modern luxury, but a more 
evocative kind of elegance; white 
linen napkins, silver spoons and 
ivory-handled fish knives, whirring 
overhead fens and high ceilings; the 
luxury of time and space. 

Monica's passion for the hacienda 
came across vividly when I met her 
on my early-morning strolL She 
was already out supervising the 
small army of gardeners that is kept 
busy caring for the sapotillas, oaks, 
silk-cotton trees, cedars and walnut 
trees. We headed in the direction of 
the swimming-pool for breakfast, 
with splashes of colour catching 
the eye. "Those crimson spires are 
ginger blossom. And do you see 
those?" Monica pointed to succulent 
scarlet and yellow flowers. “We call 
them beber pajaros - birds' drink - 
because, in the dry season, the dew- 
drops collected in them are some- 
times the only source of moisture." 

A bird with a bright turquoise 
breast skimmed over the water. 
“Do you know this tree that we're 
sitting under? 1 * asked Monica. "It’s 
the chicle tree - the resin was the 
original chewing-gum." Botany had 
suddenly become interesting. 

The botany lesson continued in 
the restaurant The hacienda was 



The ghost of Rumpelstiltskin 


once a producer of henequen <sisal> 
and the restaurant has been 
converted from the old Casa de 
Maquinas. Gigantic wheels and 
crank shafts have been left in 
position as a reminder that this 
cavernous building once throbbed to 
the noise of heavy machinery that 
crushed and stripped the thick 
leaves of the henequen agave. The 
creamy-white fibres would have 
been hung out to dry in the sunshine 
before being twisted into the rope 
that generated such wealth for the 
hacienda in the 19th century. No 
wonder that henequen was known 
as green gold 

But green gold went the way of 
chide. It proved no financial match 
for the synthetic fibres that started 
to be produced and the Yucatan sisal 
haciendas slowly sank into decline. 
A few struggled on; and a half-hour 
drive brought me to one that stiQ 
survives - just - as a working 
hacienda. Behind a facade of ancient 


pink pillars and disintegrating 
arches, antique machines still 
process the agave leaves. The only 
obvious sign of modernisation is that 
the machines are no longer powered 
by the old Made-in -England steam 
engines. Electricity has taken over. 

The noise - and the midday heat 
- were overpowering as the men 
come back to work after their lunch 
break. They had been there since 
4am and they still had another three 
hours to go. I squeezed my way past 
the thundering machines, trying 
not to think of what would happen 
if I lost my footing, and left the work- 
men churning out fine, strong fibres. 
Next time I wrap up a parcel I shall 
think of them. 

For me it was siesta time and I 
beaded back to one of the band- 
woven hammocks that are slung 
between pillars on every available 
patio and veranda at Hacienda 
Katanchel. In the sultry, silent heat, 
with the air moved lazily by the over- 


head fens. I watched a fat gecko 
crawl languidly up a wall. The only 
other movement was a bat, unsea- 
sonably awake, flying back to join his 
friends in the rafters. "We encourage 
the bats," said Anibal. "They keep 
down the mosquitoes." 

The hacienda's eco-friendly 
policy was in evidence again that 
evening. As I supped chilled sour- 
orange soup among the ghosts of the 
factory workers, and struggled with 
a decision between sea-bass fillet in 
ripe mango sauce or chicken breast 
"bee-belt", a cacophony of frogs 
started up. I was told that they 
were left alone to wander around the 
hacienda because they eat the mos- 
quito larvae. 

Monica and Anibal work hard to 
ensure that everything fits into an 
ecological cycle. The thousands of 
trees that they have planted are just 
tile beginning of an ambitious re- 
forestation programme, using the 
same organic agricultural tech- 


niques as the ancient Mayans. The 
water for the swimming-pool is com- 
pletely pure, pumped up from old 
wells in the grounds and filtered 
back into the land. 

The adoption of Mayan tech- 
niques seems entirely appropriate 
on the hacienda. Mexico is full of 
examples of the layers of histoiy. 
with one civilisation buiiding on the 
ruins of a former one. It was not to- 
tally surprising, therefore, when 
the ruins of a Mayan observatory 
were discovered in the overgrowth 
at Hadenda KatancheL 

The Mayans could have done a lot 
of work in their observatory the night 
I was there; the Milky Way was glit- 
tery bright as I strolled back to the 
Casa del Encargado. my private, ter- 
racotta-painted cottage in the jun- 
gle. Enjoying the perfume of the 
limonaria tree, I lay in the hammock 
and listened to the night music of the 
rainforest, whose daily cyde was 
now complete. 


Fact File 


■ Getting to Yucatan 

Journey Latin America 
(0181-747 3108) has a 
fare of £347.30 return 
on the British Airways 
Heathrow-Mexico City non-stop. 
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Alison Criado-Perez paid £300 
(excluding flights) for a two- 
night package at the Hadenda 
Katanchel through Carlson 
Wagqnlit (00 52 5 560 0123) . To 
contact the hacienda direct call 
00 52 99 234020 or e-mail: 
hadenda(5mail.mda corrunx 

Getting to Guadalajara 

Richard Naisby paid £149 fora 
Britannia charter from Gatwick 
to Puerto Vallarta. The five- 
hour bus journey from there to 
Guadalajara costs £5 each way. 
Through South American 
Experience (0171-976 5511), 
Continental has flights from 
Gatwick, Manchester, Glasgow 
and Birmingham, via New York 
or Houston, to Guadalajara and 
other Mexican cities, for £430. 


Welcome to the spicy 
world of Latin America 

Dubbed the most Mexican of cities and fuelled b y tequila and mariachi, 
Guadalajara will make you happy. By Richard Naisby 


GUADALAJARA IS best appreciated 
with the help of Ifequila. Not the 
drink, you understand though that 
helps too, but the region. The road 
from the coast climbs its sinuous 
way through the mountains and on 
to the high plains where the blue 
agave grows. The great fields of the 
spiky cactus lend their flavour to the 
spirit made in the huge distilleries 
that have made Tequila famous, 
but the vicious, sabre-like plants and 
the harsh, white light of theplains 
are a great way to prepare for the 
more genteel charms of Mexico’s 
second dty. 

Perhaps it is the high, wide 
spaces of the approach that lend 
Guadalajara the curious and be- 
guiling intimacy that is unusual for 
a city of five million souls. It is the 
cradle of some of the most famous 
Mexican traditions - mariaehis, 
coekflghts and lager, as well as 
tequila. Somehow, though, the scale 
is personal, the people are welcom- 
ing and the rhythm is intoxicating. 

Guadalajara is not lacking in 
great buildings, but they don't have 
the formal stuffiness of so much 
monumental architecture. The city 
is dominated by the gloriously 
profligate domes, spires and 
columns of the cathedral. A spec- 
tacular confection of styles, it has 
evolved, rather than been designed, 
and is all the better for it Especially 
since it has also evolved a quartet 
of lovely green plazas on all sides. 


havens from the snarl of traffic 
around them. 

Most of the great cultural sights 
are clustered around here, includ- 
ing the Palario de Gobierno. The 
father of Mexican independence, 
Miguel Hidalgo, issued his first 
speedi abolishing slavery from here 
and the central staircase is now 
covered in spectacular murals 
depicting the struggles of the 
peasantry against Fascism. Com- 
munism and the Church. Outside, I 
dodged horse-drawn buggies, 
flatulent Volkswagens and smoke- 


belching buses to reach the sanc- 
tuary of the Plaza de Armas. 

Rich evening light played golden 
games with the tracery of the cathe- 
dral faqade, giggling kids swarmed 
over the bandstand, and a blind 
trumpeter busked a beautiful, sad 
melody. Squadrons of pigeons 
strafed the pavement cafe where I 
sat admiring the elegant women and 
sharp-suited blades who turned the 
evening stroll into a fashion parade. 

Cheap entertainment was offered 
a couple of blocks away, where a 
huge scrum of lads had gathered 
around a TV-shop window to follow 


the national football obsession. 
Hawkers tempted fens with trinkets 
and cheap baubles. I moved on, 
down the Plaza Tapatia - cobbled, 
lined with bars and infused with a 
night-time joie de vivre. On a side 
street lined with bridal-gown shops, 
I was enticed into an upstairs eaterv 
to become an instant celebrity, and 
the source of much confusion. 

Possibly the first gringo to choose 
this unprepossessing cafe. I caused 
much amusement with my struggles 
with the defiantly local menu. Finally, 
I settled for tortasahogadas. The 


waiter grimaced and blew out his 
cheeks in an elaborate mime. “Pic- 
ante [hotl.seftor," he said. "Good," 
I replied with bravado. u Mucho pic- 
ante . senor ." “No problem," 1 said, 
and sat up expectantly. While my 
food was being prepared, I looked up 
the translation of what I'd just or- 
dered: “drowning cakes". 

Eventually my dish arrived and 
all was dear. A meat-filled roll lay in 
a dish of red liquid. The "soup" was 
purest chilli sauce, and the bread 
was drowning in it in Titanic style. 
I loved it The cafe owner loved it 
too, possibly because I nearly 


cleaned him out of all his soft drinks, 
before lurching, inflated and mouth 
ablaze, into the night air. 

I wandered through quiet streets, 
past beautifully lit buildings, and 
heard my destination long before I 
saw it. The Plaza de Mariaehis is the 
spiritual home for the legions of 
itinerant musicians found all over 
Mexico, and here they were out in 
force. Hundreds of men swaggered, 
clutching instruments, while yet 
more reinforcements lurked in 
blacked -out vans parked up alley- 
ways, The atmosphere might have 
been threatening but for the absurd- 
ity of the costumes. 

I found a seat at one of the grubby 
bars that line the elegant colonnade, 
ordered a beer and sat back to 
enjoy the show. Mariachi players out- 
numbered the punters by at least 20 
to one and competed fiercely if any- 
one looked as if they required a song, 
A local opposite me asked whether 
this was the first time I'd been 
here. "Yes." I replied. "That’s a 
shame," be said. "Things used to be 
so much better. Now. the bands are 
so expensive that only people want- 
ing to impress someone can pav - 
maybe far a girlfriend, a mistress or 
a fiancee." Never: I noticed for a wife. 

Indeed the ratio of musicians to 
customers means that for most, 
this is less a serious attempt at 
entertainment, more a social dub for 
men who like dressing up. The cos- 
tumes are all different but share 


The ‘soup’ was purest chilli sauce, and the 
bread was drowning in it in Titanic style 
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Guadalajara's organically evolved cathedral Richard Naisby 


themes. The fashionable mariachi- times achieving .remarkable har- 
player wears a shirt with lapels the . mony. Enticing smells drift from the 
size of bathmats and the kind of kitchens under the arches, min- 


cravat rarely seen since Englebert 
Humperdinck was in the charts. 
Capacious beer-guts overhang eye- 
wateringly tight trousers and cow- 
boy boots that breed a strutting John 
Wayne walk. The effect is topped off 
with the kind of facial foliage that 
would make Burt Reynolds blush. 

The sound of competing bands 
swirls around the compact plaza, 
sometimes cacophonous, some- 


gling with the odours of hot-dog stalls 
beyond the fountain. The elegant 
facade of the plaza contrasts with the 
mass of concrete across the main 
road. Mexico is an enticing mix of old 
colonial values and brash modernity, 
order and chaos, tranquillity and ear- 
shattering noise. Throw in beer and 
tequilas, and you realise why locals 
maintain that Guadalajara is the 
most Mexican of cities. 



LAKE 

CHAPALA 

THE BIGGEST lake in Mexic 
is in danger of losing one of 
its few claims to fame. Long 
and thin, it is pressed 
between parched, barren hi] 
and baked by a blinding whil 
sun. Few boats disturb the 
glassy surface of Lake 
Lhapala and. at midday, the 
streets of Chapala town wen 
sensibly empty Fishing boal 
lay stranded in the goalmoul 
of the field where boys playe 
football by the promenade. 
The jetty stopped a hundred 
yards from the reeds that 
now fringe the water’s edge. 
An hour from Guadalajari 
the city’s insatiable thirst an 
the demands of irrigation an 
draining the lake's lifeblood 
U is shrinking. The pligh 
of the Aral Sea aroused the 
wrath of nations, but here tfa 
locals have an even more 
powerful weapon to use in th 
tight against their vanishing 

lake. Six thousand retired 
Americans live around the 
lake, and the expat yacht 

against th< 

anishirtg of the waters. 
Even the most famous 
expat wasn't exactly 

enamoured with the pl ace . 
UH Lawrence lived in 

ssssaw 

spkss-*™ 

atmosphere and the “sperm 

colours- watersofth ^™ ; 
Lawrence must have had an 

Physiological condition, 
because the wat P « , 
dim- waters are now ; 

sludgy gree,, and are 
getting smaller ail thebe' 
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TRAVEL 48 HOURS/27 



48 hours ... in Bilbao 

The Basque capital is cheaper and easier to reach than ever, and more fun when you get there. By Adam Lechmere 


Entay long, warm days along Bilbao's dramatic rtuer fionr 

Why go now? 

The pore of Bilbao is emerging from 
decades of post-industrial gloom. The old 
docks may still be overhung with cranes, 
but the Guggenheim Is drawing thousands 
of visitors and the bars and restaurants are 
full. The days are now long and warm, so 
you can make the most of Bilbao's dramatic 
colonnaded riverfront. At roughly 250 
pesetas to the pound, the exchange rate 
has rarely been better. And at the end of 
this month (29 Apr). Go. BA's no-frills 
offshoot, starts Flying from Stansted and is 
set to trigger a new fares war. 

■■MS' 

The icing on Che cake 

Don't miss the exquisitely curved Puente 
Zubi Zuri, (0 designed by Santiago 
Calatrava, who built Manchester's Trinity 
bridge. Like the Guggenheim, it echoes 
Bilbao's maritime character. The museum 
reminds you of a silver supertanker, and 
Zubi luri's curved cantilever looks like the 
sail of a huge yacht. If bridges are your 
thing, there’s another interesting one - 
Puente Euskalduna © a covered walkway 
built in 1997 by Javier Manterola. 


Plaza 

Sagrado 

Corazon 


Cultural Afternoon 

You really need more than an afternoon to visit the 
Guggenheim Museum, © Frank O Gehry's shimmering 
titanium-clad creation. From the north bank of che river it 
i looks like a gorgeous ship, come from the future to dock at 
Bilbao. Glass cleaves to concrete, silvery titanium meets 
smooth white plaster and it has no straight lines. You are 
drawn into the belly of the building, painlessly parted from a 
derisory 700 pesetas (£3). and find yourself in a wondei ful 
hall that seems to go straight up to the sky. High above are 
vertiginous walkways that mysteriously disappear behind 
curved walls of glass and you can get agreeably lost in the 
stairways and passages. The galleries are generous and 
uncluttered. Take advantage of the audio-tour, which explains 
ho.v it was all put together. The building is indescribable - , 
what Prince Charles would think of it is anybody's guess. 




Check in 

Ac the top end of the scale, with doubles for more than £100 a . 
night, the Hotel Lopez de Haro ©{Calle Obispo Orueta 2. 00 
34 94 423 5500) Is reckoned to be the best in town, closely 
followed by the Hotel Carlton© (Plaza Federico Moyu.'i 2. 00 
34 94 4T6 46 28) which has a splendid antique interior and is 
in the very centre of town-rooms here cost between £50 and 
over £100. More characterful is the Hotel Erdlla © (Calle 
Ercilla 37. 00 34 94 443 9335). favoured haunt of actors, 
opera singers and well-known bullfighters, if you want 
something cheaper, there are hundreds of places in the old city j 
- the Casco Viejo © 


Take a ride 

Bilbao's cool new Metro stations were designed 
by Norman Foster. Particularly appealing are che 
steps down to che platforms, which seem co 
hang in mid air. suspended by wires from the 
ceiling. Some of the entrance tunnels (like the 
one at Casco Viejo just by the Plaza Nueva © 

are perfect concrete ovals that disappear 
discreetly into the wall. Architects love them. 


Pas e-o Ca m 
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Demure dinner 

At che smart end of the scale are the “typical" Basque 
restaurants serving fish and seafood, with specialities such as 
squid cooked in its ink. One of the best is Gorroexa 0 
(entrances on Calle Urquijo 30 and Calle Licenciado Poza 9. 00 
34 94 443 49 37). enjoyed by actors, local celebrities and 
politicians. For something less demure, wander round the old 
town (4). where the streets are so full at 1am you'd think it 
was 9pm. Look out for bars with restaurants at the back. One 
of the jolliest is the Rio-Oja (Calle Perro. 4). No need to book, 
but don't get there before 8.30pm. as no one eats before then. 

© © 


Po Volantm 


Muelle de Uribicarie 


' Bracing brunch 

! La Scala (Ercilla 40) © has the best breakfast 
l in town, and a cafe con ieche that will set you 
I up for the rest of the day. For cowering club 
! sandwiches, the Cafe Boulevard© can't be 
| beaten, although the queues at EME (Calle Gral 
; Concha. 5) are evidence they're not far behind 
j in the sandwich stakes. If you really want a 
blow-out. go to one of the big hotels and pay 
| (usually about 1 .000 pcs - £4) for a full 
j breakfast, with choice of everything from sweet 
cakes co bacon and eggs. 


j Window shopping 

Bilbao isn’t Madrid or Barcelona, but it's rapidly 
filling with upmarket clothes shops. Wander 
down the smart shopping street of Lopez de 
Haro, © or the smart little boutiques of the old 
town. For Txakoli wine or local Basque cheeses, 
go to any colmado. Try El Rincon de Vino © 
j (c/ Gral Concha. 61. Granja de Santa Teresa © 
(c/ Castanos, 1) or the Mercado de al Ribera (9). 


Lunch on the run 

Called -plncxos' in che Basque country, and “Capas’ in 
the rest of Spain, lunch on che run was Invented here. 
Pintxos in Bilbao are bar snacks (anchovy sandwiches. 
Serrano ham and so on) laid out on the bar top. The 
barman will keep track of what you eat. Or order 
"raciones" and a bottle of che Basque wine - Txakoli. 

The old town has the best selection of places - try Casa 
Victor Montes © in the Plaza Nueva or El Globo, La 
Vina and Lekeltio in the Calle Diputacion. Another 
popular place for lunch - but definitely not a hurried 
one - is the restauranc in the Guggenheim. Make sure 
you book (00 34 94 423 93 33). 
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Plaza 

Arriquibar 



An aperitif 

For a real Bilbao experience, go into one of the 
colmados in the Plaza Nueva. Traditionally, a colmado 
was a grocer's shop that also served drinks and nibbles, 
but many in Bilbao have undergone a makeover and are 
now high-class delicatessens. They're still great for a 
sherry before lunch, surrounded by cheeses and fine 
wines. One of the biggest is El Colmado Iberico (Calle 
Urquijo 20). The old-fashioned ones can be found under 
che arches in the Plaza Nueva. In che evening, for the 
best gin and conic in Bilbao go to the art-deco Cafe 
Boulevard© [Pa see del Arenal. 3). the oldest and 
liveliest bar in the city. 


Beam Down 

Go (0845 605 4321 ) has a return fare of £80. 
From Heathrow. Iberia (0171-830 0011) has a 
fare of £95 return midweek (£105 at weekends) 
until the end of April. British Airways (0345 
222 111) also flies from Heathrow. Bilbao's 
Sondika Airport is an easy 1 0km from che centre 
of town; a taxi should cost around 2.000 pts 
(£8). and the bus which leaves the airport every 
half-hour is less than £1 . 




A Sunday morning scroll round che 
markets 

Start at the Ayuntamieiito flown Hall) 0 and walk 
down che Muetle del Arenal, ©a nice little park 
where, on Sunday mornings, there is a flower market 
and music in the bandstand. Nip over the Puente de 
Arenal co have a look at Abando station, and its 
colonnaded platforms. Go back over the bridge, past the 
wonderful Teatro Arriaga, 0 and follow the river 
round to the Mercado de la Ribera, 0 Bilbao's 
biggest. From there make your way through the back 
streets to the heaving market in the Plaza Nueva. After 
that you'll need a cup of coffee, on the terrace at the 
bottom of the Calzadas de Mallona steps © Suitably 
refreshed, climb the steps (there are about 100 of them) 
for a marvellous view of the city and the hills around 



You will need more than an afternoon for che Guggenheim museum 




Btlcoo is rapidly becoming a place for uprnjjtei stopping 



Across the river from the flower market Is Abando railway station 


GLOBAL AGENDA 


New Orleans 

The only thing warmer than the 
weather during the New 
Orleans Jazz & Heritage 
Festival is the welcome you’ll 

get from the 10,000 musicians, 
cooks and craftspeople 
assembled to entertain you for _ 
the 10-day event. Celebrating its 
SOth anniversary this year, the 
festival boasts a stroiiger-than- 
ever musical roll-caH including 
Branford Marsalis, Nancy 
Wilson, Dr John, Ray Charles, 
Cas sand ra Wilson, aod the Isley 
Brothers. And when your 
energy flags, you can reftiel at 
one of the myriad food stalls 
serving Creole, Cqjun, 
Caribbean and African 
specialities. All proceeds from 
the festival go towards projects 
that help the local community. 
Various locations , New 
Orleans, Louisiana, USA (00 1 
504 522 5555) Friday until 2 
May , $1.50435 

Berlin 

R>r five days only this month 
you ***** explore hidden corners 
of Berlin’s Reichstag when it 
opens to the public prior to 
becoming home to Germany’s 
government in the autumn. The 
building has been converted for 
use by the Bundestag by the 
British architect Sir Norman 
Foster who began work on the 
Reichstag in 1995, just after tne 








artist Christo had enveloped it 
in one of his famous 
“wrappings". Poster has 
retained elements of the 19th- 
century building's history to 
create a “living museum", while 
emphasising public accessibility 
and procedural openness, and 
this is a unique chance to 
survey the results. The public 
restaurant on the top floor 
opens on 26 April. 

Reichstag, Platz der Republic, 
Berlin (00 49 30 226 29901 
Wednesday until 25 April, free 

Stockholm 

Aleksandr Rodchenko: 1891- 
1956 presents the whole range 
of this classic modernist’s work 
for the first time in Scandinavia. 
As well as his pioneering 


monochrome paintings and 
sculptures, the exhibition also 
features examples of his 
architecture, photography and 
design. The show explores 
Rodchenko's artistic responses 
to the revolutionary changes in 
Russia, including his 
denunciation by the authorities 
as a “formalist” in the Thirties, 
and his relationships with other 
members of the Moscow avant 
garde, such as the poet 
Vladimir Mayakovsky. 

Modem Museum, 
Skeppsholmen, Stockholm, (00 
468 5195 5200) until 24 May, 
SK40-SK60 

Amsterdam 

If you're looking to refurbish 
your home, head across the 
Channel this weekend: you’ll 
find plenty to inspire you at the 
Amsterdam Arts & Design Fair. 
Held in the historic Beurs van 
Beriage, the former stock 
exchange, the fair gives over 40 
dealers from eight countries the 
chance to show their wares, 
authenticated Bauhaus, De Stijl 
and Art Deco titbits among 
them. Two Frank Lloyd Wright 
chair s, never before shown in 
Europe, will also be on display. 
Beurs van Beriage, 243 
Damrak. Amsterdam (00 3 1 71 
572 44771 tomorrow until 25 
April 40 guilders + catalogue 
Sharon Gethings 


24-HOUR ROOM SERVICE: HOTEL CARAVANSERAI, UDAIPUR, INDIA 


AMONG THE 

4 legions of 
hotels along 
the edges of 
• Udaipur's 
beautiful Lake 
Pichola, the 
Caravanserai is 
a gem. The 
most famous 

hotel iii the city is the Lake 
Palace Hotel, an island in the 
centre of the water, but unless 
you want to spend £200 a night to 
be surrounded by braying 
tourists. Caravanserai is a more 
authentic alternative. Plus you 
get a view of the Lake Palace 
that no one staying there does. 

Caravanserai is a tall, slim 
building at the end of one of the 
city’s twisting, turning streets. 
Behind the wrought iron gates 
and past the handkerchief-sized 
garden, the hotel has a cool, 
marble interior and a rooftop 
restaurant that serves mouth- 
watering local dishes. Great for 
watching the comings and 
goings down on the lake, from 
the early' morning washerwomen 
on the ghats to the always- 
perfecl sunset on the mountains 
across the water. 

The roof is also ideal for 
watching die parrels, eagles, 
ravens, mynah birds and myriad 
others that pass by during the 
day. An enormous swarm of 
fruit bats flew over the roof one 



night - slightly alarming, but no 
less beautifuL 

LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION 

Hotel Caravanserai is at 14 
Lalgh aL Udaipur 313 001. India 
(00 91 294 411103/fax 00 91 294 
521252». 

Transport: There are auto- 
rickshaws available outside the 
gates to tour the city and beyond, 
although all the shops and most 
of the sights are within walking 
or roof viewing distance (if you 
can stand the heat). 

Time to airport: The little 
airport that connects Udaipur to 
Delhi and Mumbai (Bombay) is 
20km away The quickest way in 
is by taxi. 

Time to railway station: The 
station is 5km away, about 10 
minutes by auto -rickshaw, or 
much longer by the more 


eco-friendly horse-and-cart taxi 

ARE YOU LYING 
COMFORTABLY? 

The hotel staff are young and 
enthusiastic. Can’t be bothered 
to go upstairs for supper? They’ll 
bring it to you. Want a driver to 
take you to the Jain temples? No 
sooner said than done. The 
rooms also have marble floors, 
so a cool soothing underfoot 
sensation is guaranteed. Slightly 
disconcerting are the blue tints 
on the windows, but they do 
prevent neighbours peeking in. 
Ask for a comer room (11. 21 or 
3i> for a view of the lake. 

Beds: Minimal mattresses that 
are surprisingly comfortable, 
with crisp, white sheets and a 
suitably ethnic bedspread. 
Freebies: This is India... 
nothing to speak of. except a 
lurid pink soap in the bathroom 


and mini-rolls of loo paper that 
are very handy for taking out in 
your bag. 

Temperature: All rooms have 
air-conditioning (Rajasthan can 
be 40°C plus at this time of year) 
and a ceiling fan, and early 
mornings on the roof are very 
pleasant. 

Bathroom: Bathrooms in India 
tend to be pretty basic. These 
are decent - and the showers 
have hot water - but they won't 
win any prizes for interior decor. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
TV and radio: None in rooms. 
Phone/fax/Internet: There are 
phones in the rooms, but 
international connections and 
foxes must go through the 
reception. Internet cafes are 
springing up all over the dty 
with online rates down to two 
rupees a minute. 

Newspapers: The Times of 
India is available, but the M 0ne 
Stop Shop” across the road has a 
wide selection of papers, 
magazines and second-hand 
books (VS NaipauL Salman 
Rushdie... you get the idea). 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

All rooms cost 1,195 rupees 
(around £19) per night but 
longer-stay visitors are sure to 
be able to negotiate a deal. 
Breakfast is extra. 

lisa Markwell 


Robert Itorrttog and Eye Ubiquitous 
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TEL: 01 T 1 293 2222 


PERSONAL 




09065 547 142 


to respond tfc-any ad. Calls cost 
the normal BT premium rate of 
£1 per minute at all times 



EUROPEAN 
CONNECTION 
Attractive, slim, indepen- 
dent, professional brunette, 
petite, into the ads, opera, 
classical music, travel, 
social science, seeking 
attractive, successful, gen- 
uine, sensible, professional 
male, 45-50, for happy 

relationshin. -06276 

CELTIC LASS 
Single Insh female, travel 
professional, very down-to- 
earth, is seeking a tan. 
dark male. N/S. to enjoy 
classical music, the great 
outdoors, and much, much 

more, re 6? 84 

ATTRACTIVE & CLASSY 
Very attractive, slim 
female, 49. 5'6". dark. hair, 
intelligent, Interesting, 
enjoys good food/wine and 
male company. Is seeking 
a successful, professional 
male, aged 47-56. who is 
strong but gentle, 362gg 
LUST FOR LIFE 
Attractive, artistic, outgo- 
ing, fun-loving, professional 
lady. slim, blonde, interest- 
ed in the arts, good food 
and wine, dancing, holi- 
days. seeking attractive, 
sensitive, kind, intelligent, 
well-educated, professional 
man. 45-55. to share inrer- 
ests. London. 3S289 
FUN-LOVING EX-MODEL 
Creative, slim lemaie, is 
seeking a til male, aged 
30-40. tor romance. 

Scotland. 36268 

SEEKS SOUL MATE 
Attractive, lively, fun. intelli- 
gent loving temale, with 
many interests, seeks simi- 
lar man. late 30s-earfy 40s. 
tor companionship, laughs, 
and loving, long-term rela- 

tjonship. 36268 

IN SEARCH OF DOBDIN 
Petite, v.vacious. attractive 
single mother, early 40s. 
but giri at heart, well-edu- 
cared'read/traveWed, wrth 
an insatiable energy and 
optimism, seeking an hon- 
ourable gentleman. 40-55. 
to share the usual cultural 
activities and jaunts in the 
country. London. 0*6272 
SEEKING SCORPIO 
Slim Dutch lady, 62, enjoys 
gardening and life, is seek- 
ing a warm, caring and 
successful gentleman, for a 
long-lasting relationship. 

36286 

BROWN-EYED GIRL 
Sensational, black single 
mum, student. 57". enjoys 
fashion shows, dancing, 
cinemas, shopping, nights 
in. travelling back lo the 
Caribbean, seeks honest 
good-looking, caring, loving 
guy, 20-33. black/white. tor 
long lasting relationship. 

36165 

BEWITCHING WOMAN 
With style and a wicked 
smile, seeks warm, winy, 
wise, renascence man. 40- 
50. experienced in rescu- 
ing workaholics and admir- 
ing women who slay their 
own dragons. Mddlesex 

based. 35992 

SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Caring, genuine, loving 
lady. 59. 4Tf. GSOH. N/S. 
medium build, enjoys tine 
dancing, swimming, walk- 
ing. meeting people, seeks 
genuine gentleman. 60-65, 
lor friendship, companion- 
ship. possible relationship. 
■36058 


BELLE IN BELFAST 
Intelligent, slim, attractive 
woman, 28, into cinema, 
arts, (ravel, keep-fit. seeks 
tall, honest, sincere male. 
tar friendship. g59B9 
DELICIOUS BRUNETTE-. 
...with poise and smoulder, 
seeks one very fabulous, 
tall, charismatic, success lul 
man, 35-45, to work her life 

out with, 36052 

UVE LIFE TO THE MAX 
Fun-loving. sBghtty mad, 
intelligent, down-to-earth 
lemaie. 35. 5 ’9". blonde/ 
green, enjoys shopping, 
swimming, squash, seeks 
male. 35-40, 5 '9* and 
above, with similar inter- 
ests. for friendship at first. 
36059 


Any Queries? 

It you should have any questions 
rtoui any aspects of our 
Voice Personals 1 ' service, please 
cal FREE on 0600 216 3S1 


Gall How! 

To respond lo any 
Voice Personate* atif call 

0897 554 555 

CaJs css Cl pc rani? a a! totes 


CELTIC DREAMING 
Fair-skinned, blue^eyed 
redhead, 36. medium 
height, curvaceous, into 
arts, music, literature, 
yoga teughter, seeks like- 
minded man. 32-40. Herts. 

359-31 

GREGARIOUS FEMALE... 
...3t. 5'5\ btonde'green. 
SW London, professional, 
enjoys cooking, staying In, 
tennis, holidays, weekends 
away, seeks male. 30-40. 
lall. prolessiona' intelli- 
gent. lo make her laugh. 
36159 


CHRISTIAN LADY 
Single. 33. N/S. medium 
buiU. honest, kind-hearted, 
loves animals, wildlife. 
courrtrysidacoasL seeks 
Christian gem. 30-45, 
friendship, leading lo 

romance. 36055 

HAPPY OPTIMIST 
Creative, independent, fair- 
haired. blue-eyed, fairly fit 
temale. 33. into tun. 
friends, writing, adventur- 
ous travel, the arts, seeks 
like-minded male. 30-40. 
London based 35997 
ATTRACTIVE & SUM 
Brown-eyed female. 40. 
many arts -based interests, 
seeks handsome male, 35- 
45, with GSOH, lor friend- 
ship/relationship. London 

area. 35988 

TIRED OF 

THE SAME OLD SCENE 
Engaging, warm, vibrant 
friendly lemaie. late 30s. 
quality and deep into per- 
sonality, interested in cine- 
ma. seeks male. 35-40, tor 
friendship/rBlationship. 
London area. 36160 
QUIRKY HUMOUR? 
Vegetarian? Questioning? 
Keen photographer? Would 
you like lo meet similar, m 
tall, slimmish. grounded, 
very young, 40-something 
temale? In East Sussex 
area preferably 36155 
VEGETARIAN VACANCY 
Best friend wanted for 
happy outgoing, profes- 
sional lady. 50s. into spiri- 
tual grow, theatre, films, 
gardening, good company, 
would suit intelligent, sensi- 
tive, vegetarian mate. 
Opportunities for promo- 
tion. Suffolk. 36101 
ADVENTUROUS 
FEMALE 

IntaUigenL good-looking 
female, brown hair/eyes, 

24. 5’4", tikes horse riding, 
travelling, music, pubs, cin- 
ema, seeks male, similar 
age. 5’4' and above. 24- 
30, lor Friendship and 

romance. 38056 

DOES SIZE 
REALLY MATTER? 
Attractive, generously pro- 
portioned woman, 40s, with 
a generous heart lo match, 
seeks sensitive, affection- 
ate male, tor companion- 
ship, possible relationship. 
Hertfordshire. 35999 
HOLDING OUT 
FOR LOVE 
Slim, pokten-skinned 
woman, just back from. 
Africa, into Gfe’s adven- 
tures. still dinging perilous- 
ly to notion, no need to set- 
tle lor less than love, 
needs tall, happy, confi- 
dent. witty, independent, 
liberal thinker to prove her 
right 36167 

IT COULD BE YOU 
Slim and attractive woman. 
55. Joanna Lumley type, 
enjoys gooa company, has 
an active htestyie, seeks 
solvent, attractive, outgo- 
ing. tall mate. Looking for- 
ward lo hearing from you. 

35981 

EMOTIONAL 

WEAPON 

Tender Latin female war- 
rior, 30, desires charming, 
caring opponent male giad- 
iaior. 30+ . tor a genuine, 
amicable duo. 

LondonySauth East 
35859 


NORTHERN UGHTS 
Successful, dynamic, slim, 
professional woman, works 
hard, plays hard, seeks 
similar male, 40s-50s, into 
classical music, fitness, 
ideas, travel and fun. 
Glasgow or anywhere. 
36025 

SEEKING FUN 
AND FRIENDSHIP 
Tail and slim, professional 
- woman, mid-30s. indepen- 
dent rival y. creative, seek- 
ing a confident and stylish 
man, lor fun days/nighis 
out friendship, leading to 
romance. Newcastle area. 
36049 
ATTRACTIVE 
& INTELLIGENT 
Genuine, warm. slim. tiL 
professional, vibrant, 
blonde temale. 30, N/S. 
seeks similar male. 6 . ath- 
letic build, hopefully lead- 
ing to love, happiness and 
a committed relationship. 
Herts or Bucks area pre- 

tarred. 35854 

PERFECTLY 
PARADOXICAL 
Partner sought by this 
funny, serious, happy, sad 
woman. 40+ . Someone 
who shares her under- 
standing of the need to 
become all that we truly 
are. Brighton based. 

36039 

DEEPLY CYNICAL 
Slim. 57*. brown-eyed 
brunette. GSOH. attractive, 
athletic, 29. enjoys theatre, 
music, outdoor pursuits 
and keep-fit. seeks solvent 
male, 25-40, with similar 
interests, who can restore 
her faith in men. 

Hampshire. 36034 

FINDING ENJOYMENT 
Intelligent, independent 
lady, age urvrnportam. 
would enjoy being with fur- 
ther-educated. intelligent, 
attractive, tall, sentimental 
politics master student. 
aged 24, b 4'. 35B56 
UNCOVER 
THE MYSTERY 
Bright, curvaceous, viva- 
cious. mischievous, sutiry. 
dark-eyed Italian lady. 30s. 
seeks ta/l. handsome, pro- 
fessional male, for long- 
term relationship. 36041 
LOOKING FOR YOU 
Fair-haired, petite, attrac- 
tive female, young 41, suc- 
cessful career. likes the- 
atre, films, travel, seeks 
attractive, sincere man, 35- 
45, GSOH. Central 
London. 36040 


BLACK & GENTLE 
Black literature graduate. 
N/S. GSOH. loves the arts, 
travel and good food, 
seeks positive, professional 
woman, 28-38. race and 
colour unimportant, with or 

without children, for possi- 
ble relationship. 36277 

SOULMATESEARCH 

Tall, attractive, hard-work- 
ing mate. 25. into antiques 
and propeny renovation, 
seeking intelligent lemaie 
company, tor friendship 
and relationship 36275 


Gall Now! 

To respond lo any 
Voice Personals- ad call 

09065 547 142 

tafc rasi i per wusaiafmw 


MATE FOR LIFE 

Asun male 43. seeks 
smart, kind, educated, 
understanding, good-look- 
ing lemaie any religion 
caste, tor reliable, nustwor 
thy relationship. 36269 


HILL OF BEANS 
Young-looking student 
counsellor aged 34 6'3". 
easygoing, canng. thought- 
ful and humorous, enjoys 
films, eating out and relax- 
ing with friends, is seeking 
an independent, canng 
tema'e. io enjoy hie with. 
Newcastle area 36287 
MATURE 
& CHARISMATIC 
S>porlv buck male, seeking 
sophisticated temale fc* 
share romantic pursuits of 
a specwi fund 36043 


IDEAS TURN ME ON 
Shy. incurably romantic 
teacher. 42. seeks tactile, 
sensual lady, lor long-term 
relationship. Any area. 
36154 


FIRST-TIME ADVERT 
Black mate, 20s. 6‘. slim 
build, outgoing, fun-loving, 
very romantic, into the arts, 
dance, modelling, socialis- 
ing, living hie. seeks open- 
minded. British lemaie. any 
race, for serious relation- 
ship. maybe more. 36170 


<£'TPI Group 1 999 







create a 

SENSATION 

If you've been missing the sweet smell of romance... 

...call the personals. It's the fastest, easiest, most convenient way to 
meet someone new. and with our unique browse and ad-match system, 
you're sure to find that someone who s just nght for you! 

Simply call the freephone number below to place your FREE ad. and very 
soon we'll sniff out your perfect partner! 


Place your FREE 


ad on freephone 


0800 216 351 

Voice Personals' - because you know it makes sense 

Vcm : onenn)-, n»+ ■» r~> Mqr-ir.jBn S^-.-dujr Hid ,« IF* Indtpendara on W;. 
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ALPHA BETTA 
CURI CULUM 

Araki, bums and eyes, 
Chekhov, dares, erotic art, 
first lakes, girlishness, 
humour, ideas, jcrirrt. kind- 
ness. love, lust and litera- 
ture. music, Never-Never 
land. open, passion, quiet 
respect serendipity, truth, 
up. voluptuous, want, x, 
yes. zest tor life, how tnut 

u? 36166 

STOP! 

READ THIS CAREFULLY 
Proiesstonal guy. 40a. 6’1\ 
dark/brawn, athletic, wefr 
builL N/S, GSOH. seeks 
lady, under 40, N/S, 

GSOH. for friendship initial- 
ly. hopefully lasting lave. 
Landan/sumxmd 36096 


Don’t Forget! 

Place your own Voice 
Personals' ad FREE on 

0800 210 ssn 


TO PUGE YBUB FREE AD: 

Cal Freephone DBM ns Ml and leave your 30 word Voce 
Personals'' advertisement and heaJnw. Then youB receive a race 
mai box lumbar and PIN number «Mti msbuctiorc, on noototy 
your personal voce greeting and fslering to your responses. Both 
the advert and the cat to place the adverasemera are fw, however 
advertisers are Med at the normal BT premium rate ri 60p pen 
minute at aS times for 0891 caBs for message retrieval. Please 
contact other service prowlers for detaifo uf ituer charges. 


TO REPIT TO AN AD: 

Circle the ads that imeresl you and call 0S869 941 143 and 
follow Ihe simple instructions to hear die advertiser's greeting 
message at to hear greetings Iran people who match your 
search criteria. You can leave messages for those who 
mieresi you - it's simple. Iasi and easy' 

BE SENSIBLE: Wa suggest that (he find masting ohrsys be held fa 
a public place and that you do not icvooi your full name, address or 
borne phone number until you are comfortable doing so. 


Don't Forgetl 

Place your own voice 
Personals’ ad FREE on 

0D00 216 351 


MADffJ D/BARCELONA 
Creative, attractive, sfim 
female, articulate, with 
effervescent personality, 
seeks cultured, N/S, stm 
male, 50-65, hx holiday in 
May, possfele relationship. 

St Albans. 35884 

ALL WOMAN 
Female, 40. funny and 
feisty, in Wales, seeks hon- 
est, reliable and clever 

man. 35857 

COCK-EYED 
& OPTIMISTIC 
Inleffigent slim and pretty 
female, in early 40s, Into 
spiritual growth, book- 
shops, country walks, after- 
noon tea and champagne, 
seeks kind, intelligent, sen- 
sitive mala, 44-60. who 
also enjoys cinema, theatre 
and music, lor friendship 
and romance. Welsh 

marches- 35759 

AMERICAN WANTED- 
...50, for sGm, blonde, pro- 
fessional. with two grown 
sans and green card, who 
loves the arts, snow and 
sea and adventures of the 
mind, body and soul. 
36036 


DIVORCED MALE. 50 
Affectionate, professional 
male, seeks lemaie. any 
age. to share life with. 

3 6281 

UNIVERSITY 

GRADUATE 

Cosmopolitan male. 41. 6'. 
slim, fit, likes intellectual 
challenges and laughter, is 
seeking a very slim, attrac- 
tive partner, aged 28-35. 
who's discerning and ready 
for adventurous future. 
Sou th West. 36279 , 

TALL 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN 

Male. 31. likes music, 
sport, travel, seeks inde- 
pendent lady, over 25. to 
share tun times, maybe 

more. 362B3 

CEREBRAL MALE- 
...45. seeking a bookish 
soul male, with passion, 
who's into travel, five music 
and good wine. London 
area. 36161 
CULTURED 
BLACK MALE 
Articulate, conscious and 
caring male, 54. is seeking 
a temale partner who has 
Similar attrfoutes. 35162 
DESPERATE 
Emotionally distorted by 
previous relationships. 

Mate. 50s. believes m 
excerise, into reading, 
sport, cycfing. is seeking a 
libran, aquarian or gemini 
female, any age, for friend- 
ship first then who knows? 
36285 


rrs IN THE STARS 
Two canng. charismatic, 
canrenan mates 34/33. 
5T076'. blue and green 
eyes, brown hair and rea- 
sonably handsome, enjoy 
pubs, cinema, theatre, 
good food, are seeking two 
intelligent, attractive, 
sophisticated ladies under 
30. 36271 

BATH MALE 

Quiet male, 41. N/S. own 
fiat. sHghtly disabled, into 
dnema. aviation, meats 
out. computing, seeking 
lady, up lo 45. lor friend- 
ship. evenings out and 

maybe more. 36270 

FRANCOPHILE 
Divorced, aquanan male 
teacher, young 55. more 
rich than wealthy, enjoys 
good conversation, swim- 
ming. chess, gardening, 
wine, travel, seeks blonde, 
slim lady. 30+ . NE or any- 

wherB. 36267 

SUNNY OUTLOOK 
Teacher. 47. 5'1 0". friendly, 
easygoing nature, finds 
inlet esl in many as peas ol 
fife, would like to share 
friendship with an attrac- 
tive, inleffigent woman. 

36179 

TALL WITTY DOCTOR 
Single male 28. seeks suit- 
able, single woman, similar 
age, sarcastic and feisty if 
poss&fe. London. 36095 


LEFTIST 
BUT WITTY 

Mate library clerk. 33. tailed 
wnter. gentle and witty, 
undogma ire lettisi. tikes 
pubs, walks, cycling, food, 
conversation, seeks com- 
passion, thoughtful, rwn- 
matenaiistic female, tor 
relationship. Chon London/ 

North East. 3609 4 

FROM OUT OF 
NOWHERE.. 

Good-looking, professional 
mate. 31.5M0- seeks skin- 
ny.foig build bubbly lemaie. 
any age/colour. Very large 
women also most wel- 
come Looks unimportant 
GSOH essential if you 
leave a messape I promise 
to get back lo you. 36174 
LOOK 

NO FURTHER 
Attractive, professional, 
intellectual, self-employed 
male. 34. no ties, enioys 
sports, socialising seeking 
similar, dynamic, petite. 

N/S female, lor 
Iriendship'relaiiortshtp. 
Cambndgeshire. 35998 
SOUL MATE SEARCH 
Attractive architect. 30s. 

5'T. dark/green-blue, slim- 
mish. N/S. outgoing, spon- 
taneous. romanlie. loves 
sports.'cyding, walks, arts, 
exhibitions, travel, socialis- 
ing. seeks creative female, 
on similar wavelength, lor 
possible serious relation- 
ship. Twigkenham/nearby. 
35833 


ELOQUENT 
BUT SOMETIMES- 
...inarticulate mate gradu- 
ate. 39. 6'2". enioys con- 
versation. red wine, films, 
seeks hedonistic temale. to 
share interests. Glouos. 

35987 

PERSONA UTY 
COUNTS 

Fun. thoughtful sensitive, 
caring mate ieacher, 27, 
seeks kind, caring female. 
Onentai lady most wel- 
come. London. 36157 


lay QoeriesP 

if you should have any questions 
3tour anv aspects, ol our 
face Personals service please 
can FREE on OBO0 216 351 


IRISH 

CULTURE VULTURE 
Arlisi academic, polyglot, 
eclectic, unpretentious, lett- 
ish. sensitive, non rich, 46. 
59'. presentable, seeks 
younger, warm, cultured, 
elegant lady. South 
London/Suney/North Easl 
Ireland 36100 
PLEASE REPLY 
Tail. dark, handsome, self- 
employed businessman. 

40. seeks hapoy. intelligent 
beautiful girlfriend, 24-32. 

London, 359B4 

OXFORD 

Decani chap. 35. laH. own 
leelh and home, seeks 
you? 35943 



STILL SEEKING— 

— that elusive, music-lov- 
ing. interesting, kindred 
spirit. Graduate gentleman. 
57. seeks lady, under 58, 
to share fife's many plea- 
sures. in a tong-term rela- 
tionship. Bristol. 36280 



Club Rendezvous is the exciting way to find a partner or friend using 
the telephone! Whether you’re a member or a guest you can use the 
many features designed to help you meet someone new! 

• Visit the Me rpbers tounoe and meet interesting, fun people ot different age 
groups. • Club staff ensure that with each visa you'll be introduced first to the 
newest members. • Our Profile matching system helps find the nght people for 
you. • Update vour Personal massage prolife at any time. • Check the Club 
Nqf/ce-boand to pick up messages and for the latest dub news. 

• NEW > Club Rendezvous Regional Lounges throughout the UKt 

Call Club Rendezvous NOW on: 

09064 770 701 

Cafts cost the normal BT jwswum rate ol 60p per itwuib a al times. 

Ss-rice Provider TeJe-Pifofishng UK Lid. 32-36 Saffron Hill. London EC IN 8SX 


ATTRACTIVE 
ENIGMATIC MALE 
30s. seeks intelligent witty 
■woman, to share laughs, 
wine, blues, good times 
and more. North West 

35995 

HAPPY GUY SEEKS- 
ProfessionaJ mate. 36, tan. 
dark, caring, with many 
interests, seeks woman. 
25-40. lor friendship. 
Oxon/Bucks-lll Hants. 

■36000 

VERY URGENT 
Ring me now. I'm alona In 
London and seek plain 
Jane, 30s, but well-sculp- 
tured, to love and care for. 

36154 

INDEPENDENT 
ROMANTIC 
Professional mala, 35. 
enjoys travel, good conver- 
sation. sports, erts. seeks 
like-minded, attractive, pro- 
fessional female. Bristol 

based 35990 

THIS IS NO YOLK- 
London male. 33, seeks 
female, to share left over 
Easier egg. Fans of Celine 
Dion, rap music or anyone 
wrth an IQ tower than room 
temperature need not 

apply. 361 68 

GOOD-LOOKING 
TEACHER- 
...36. 6'5\ enjoys pubs, 
sports, art. films, seeks 
lady. lor friendship, and 

fun 35994 

YOUNG TALL 
HANDSOME 

Good-looking, professional 
mate, likes music, politics, 
nights in/out seeks friend- 
ly. easygoing woman, for 
fun, friendship and enjoy- 
ing fife. Norwich, 36102 
FATHER FIGURE 
Wise old awl bachelor. 5Q, 
gentle but lion-hearted 
knight seeking a young 
lady, who needs an older 
father figure. Not rich, but 
all of me win honour and 
project you. South. 35982 
REGENERATED 
EX-NEWMAN 
Boyish. 60. sfim. tall, fair, 
laid back, warns to redis- 
cover excitement of differ- 
ence with a feminine 
woman, 55-65. gentle, 
buxom and curvy, 
dark/dark, CeftfcJLatin, 
good looks. N/S. London. 

35979 

BRISTOL/SOUTH WEST 
Attractive, kind, intelligent 
loyal mate, aged 41, non- 
smoker, is seeking a simi- 
tar temale. for outings, con- 
versation, friendship' and 

love- 36050 

PLEASE REPLY 
Tall, dark and handsome, 
self-employed business- 
man, aged 40, seeking a 
happy, intelligent, beautiful 
girlfriend, aged 24-32. 

London. 35984 

UNATTACHED MALE 
Enjoys sports, fitness, trav- 
el, desires curvaceous, 
unpretentious female. 20- 
50. N/S. Edinburgh based. 

36026 

HANDSOME 
AND GENUINE 
City professional, 6', with 
life, GSOH, varied inter- 
ests. seeks attractive, slim, 
canng female, for friend- 
ship/ romance. You won't 
be disappointed. 35852 
KNIGHT.. 

...with famished armour 
seeks damsel with Brasso. 
Mendip area. 35853 


hopeless 

ROMANTIC 

TaH. slim, inteiliflent man, 
40, enjoys sports, politics, 
music, socially aware, 
GSOH, seeks slim, attrac- 
tive lady, 30-45, to care for. 
South Wales- 35986 
SINATRA LOVER 
Witty, irrteffiganL dark, mas- 
culine, professional male, 
aged 33, loves music, 
countryside, films, sports, 
seeks sfim. attractive, cul- 
tured but caring lady, with- 
out children, wtn's inde- 
pendent tor a lasting reta- 

tionshlp. 35985 

CREATIVE MIND 
Sporty male, 40s, into arts, 
theatre, painting, and wan- 
dering around the globe, 
red wine and laughter, 
seeks adventuro us fem ale, 
to share the less trodden 

path. 36024 

DEREK’S THE NAME 
Kind, honest, trustworthy, 
funny, chivalrous, good- 
looking male (or so they 
say), 40s, 6', sfim build, fit, 
blue eyes, educated. 
Passions: horses, riding, 
wildSfe, sailing, skiing, the- 
atre. music and travel. Is 
seeking a temale compan- 

ion. 35855 

GENUINE MALE 
Single white male. 44, pro- 
fessional, considerate and 
honest, tots to oiler, many 
interests: countryside, 
walking and dancing, 
seeks genuine lady, for 
friendship. London area 

36027 

THREE COLOURS 
Young-looking student 
coundttar, aged 34, 6'3\ 
easygoing, caring, thought- 
ful, humorous, enjoys films, 
yoga, relaxing with friends, 
seeking independent car- 
tog female, to enjoy fife 
with. Newcastle area 

36048 

BLOSSOMING FUTURE 
Tall, slim gentleman, 56. 
N/S, likes the normal things 
to life, seeking sfim lady, 
N/S, who requires 
romance, sincerity and 
kindness, with wining and 
dining. M25 area 36038 
IF LIFE IS A JOURNEY— 
...then I'm looking fora co- 
driver. Reading-based 
male, too dose to 40 far 
comfort seeks temale, to 
share fife’s twists and 

turns. 36042 

AMERICAN MALE 
Professional, genuine, 
cute, serious and funny 
male, 33, seeks wonderful 
female friend, for dinner, 
pubblng and exploring, 
possibly for romance. 

36035 

ARE YOU THE ONE? 

If you are an outgoing, 
complex person, who 
enjoys new challenges and 
wants the best out of life, 
please call. Must be posi- 

tlve. 35983 i _ 

TALL, DARK GRADUATE 
Warm, caring male, wide 
Interests arts, lhaatre, cine- 
ma. pubs, dubs, walking, 
countryside, mountains, 
foreign travel, seeks tall, 
sfim, professional. Intelli- 
gent woman, 34-4& similar 
inrerests, must have 

VOSOH. 35974 

STUNNINGI 
Intelligent, caring and 
attractive mate, 25, sensi- 
tive, with stamina, seeks 
Stunning blonde, 18-35. tor 
ten, friendship and enjoy- 
tog the good life. 36047 

ARE YOU OUT THERE7 
Gentle doctor, aged 60, 

5'6*. south London, enjoys 
reading, classical music, 
traditional jazz, theatre, 
travel, DIY. people and vin- 
tage care, seeks lemaie 
graduate, N/S. 35975 


WILL YOU BE MINE? 

Very jofiy man. early 30s, 

fTS". well-bultL enjoys . 
going out, eating out. films, 
seeking a buxom/cuddly, 
female, large buBd, for 
friendship, possibly more. 
35915 




men 

seeking 

men 



MUSIC LOVER 
Graduate, professional. . 
male, 51, likes classical 
music, historic houses, 
books, history, the arts, . 
seeks similar mala, 40-50. 
tor friendship, possible Tr2- 
1 . South Yorks/Ndrth 
Midlands area: 36175 
WANTED: 

ATTRACTIVE GUY 
Gay professional rate, 26, 
seeks sfrnflar man, 18+, for 
nights in/out, lor fun and 
friends! iip. Cardiff i 
36096 


eal! HOW! 


VafceParsortai^^ao^l' 

0897 554^55 
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HI THERE! 

Asian male, 23, 5'BT, 
dark/brown, stint, attractive, 
into reading, sodafislng. 
theatre, seeks similar man, 
non-scene, tor friendship, 
possibly more. Wolves/ ' 

State. 35993 

FUTURE 
FRIENDSHIP 
Gay male, 28, handsome, 
masculine, warm, gentle, 
into country houses, gar- 
dening, good food, classi- 
cal music, seeks pre- 
sentable mature friend. 

40+ . London/Home 
Counties. 35996 
LIKE MINDS? 

Jamas, late 40s, but could 
be 10 years younger, 
sometime actor, now in the 
exhibition business, enjoys 
theatre, travel, tennis and 
cycling, British heritage 
and architecture, seeking a 
bright and attractive, 
yoanger man, late 20s- 30. 
with simitar Interests. 

36037 

WELSH MALE 
Unpretentious male, aged 
28. 5 8'. straight-acting, 
brown hair, blue eyes, Into 
the dnema, travel, good 
food, fitness, countryside, 
seeking a chunky 
Welshman, aged 20-35. 
Oxford, Manchester or any- 
where. 35977 



POSSIBLE 

FUTURE 

Female. 33, S'e”, slim 
build, attractive, Swindon 
based, enjoys going out. 
theatre, dnema. eating out, 
socialising, countryside and 
walks, seeks female, lor 
friendship first 36321 



Don’t forget! 

Place your own Voice 
Personals' ad FREE on 

0800 216 351 


MAKE MY 
TELEPHONE RING 
Charming, funny, romanhc. 
solvent spontaneous, sol- 
vent successful mate. 34. 
with zest for life. Passions, 
music, eating, shopping, 
seeking challenging 
lemate. 25-35. humour 
essential, tun guaranteed. 
Oxford/Berks/ Bucks area 
preferably. 35856 


HI, I’M JOHN 
Athletic male, mid -30s, 
seeking couples who are 
looking tor thalkttte bit 
extra, for healthy, adventur- 
ous. fun times together. 

Can travel. 36278 

YOU ARE FEMALE.- 
...fundamentally unsubmis- 
sive. 40-50ish. aggressive- 
ly successful (men find you 
scary}, yet your atter ego 
screams for influential 
pleasures, tor creative 
dominant, unpassive, truly 
genUe man. Midlands. 
36144 

FUN, FRIENDSHIP, 
PARADISE 

Genuine, bisexual male, 
early 30s. 5'9“, strong 
build, very good-looking, 
dark brown hair, brown 
eyes, enjoys watching the 
news, goad movies, eating 
oui is seeking couples or 
singles, any size, very skin- 
ny or very plump, for good 
fun limes. 36044 
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VIRGINIA CHARLES 

The professional matchmaking service 
for people of quality and integrity 
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kc-cc-filly tCCtun-J cr. 

(SIR U’S) 

' Club Stn'us the Introduction Agency for fin? 

inlelliqcrif, articulate and we I' educated. 

; 10,000 member, nation-wide he rigir 1 

Choose from our entire database before you 
decide. Erjoy over 200 events and holicicrys. 
Cell for a Froo Information Pack on 

0800 542J000 

3:30cm lC;-i0pm 7 dt/ys a mvV or -vr 't lo 
FRsEPOSl iOu London Kid ISY. 

Visit cor Website liflu:. v.v.v,. Jjbsirjus com 
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encounters 

Live One 2 One 
and Group Chat j 

Calls are FREE! I 
-24hs 

0800195 1010/ 


Mcaltara FREE. Ytauontu aay tar awJbwi 
Mafcrnwa anti accammL ltou must b* 18. 



PC? FBE UY HA1I 


CALL 'AT STANDARD BT NATIONAL RATES! 


■■-ih OBfT c&s iraai • nsrzoB 

HH)8707 400 731 

GUL Bom£J 0£ London WC1N 3XX. 06707 cols oral onfr 3pmti dMS> 
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Black and 
Gentle 

GraaluiUe. n.y, gmb 
j dv urtt and Iraivl 

ptniiuv. pmfaslttnal 
I Krwun r JK-jWi 

Race. Colour or Children 
NO PROBLEM. 


fiDTOmraous 

aansaxc&N 

Tander, Id. honckWTW 
fit's fruolj, 48. PvWshed in 
nnpecud mogaifne of Hmflrieo'i 
toXKSting bwhefon. Veto UJt 
oWm. Seeks arame hnodwot 
1 Photo p la c ao . 
MropOtotoaiiwIWWS. 
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How. 1 Cgn&do Square, Canary 

Ufcwf. tendon €14 SDL 


finding: a 
partner for life 


We hare iboiUBads at dnek 

people UmaatMM tbs countrj 

from e* e.y milt of life all 
cadaiv that ‘one tpectii person 
• « » nronf low BIX you. 
Coe tact at qaadai; * dqx. ZT 

Cor your free rnkerweden pack. 


07002 DATELINE 
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Live 1-2-1 with US girls! 

0991 900 929 


CHAT USA AND UK! 

tka too IB prh hi ft* USA or fin IRI 

09067 522 21 II 
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TAROT BOOO 

0991 959 534 


To advertise 
in this 

section please 
call Siobhan 
McCaui on 
0171 293 3247. 
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Dear Serena, 

I've been out of tbe country for a 
couple of months and have been 
keeping in touch with people via 
e-mail. Now I End that everything I’ve 
been telling people has been making 
the rounds by e-mail to everyone else. 
I recently had an encounter in 
Amsterdam, told one friend and, 
within 48 hours, another friend only 
distantly connected with the person I 
told started teasing me a boat it. Do 
people treat e-mail as some sort of 
open noticeboard system? Do I have 
to keep everything to myself now I’m 
no longer living near my friends and, 
if so, how am 1 going to cope without 
people to confide in? 

S, Luxemburg 

E-mail is like any other communication 
system: if you want something not to be 
passed on, you have to ensure a) that 
you tell someone who can keep their 
counsel and b) make it very clear that 
the information is a secret between you 
and them. And even then, you have to 
accept that in sharing details of your 


MANNERS: YOUR CUT-OUT-AND-KEEP GUIDE TO S 



private life you are running a risk of it 
□o longer being a private matter. Always 
remember Ihe only real secret is the 
one you keep to yourself. 

Dear Serena, 

Can you suggest a gift Tor a secretary 
that is both personal and won’t give 
rise to misunderstanding? 

M, Chancery Lane 

Depends on how much you're prepared 
to pay. Female bosses can give male 
secretaries flowers, but this doesn't 
work so well in male-to-female (too 
diched), female-to -female 
(unimaginative) or male-to-male 
(implications of cissyness) situations. 
Ninety per cent of women are always 
pleased with new shoes, but this choice 
is loaded with meaning. Monogrammed 
executive briefcases/desk sets/anything 
else can be interpreted as put-downs. 
Dinner for two (not to include yourself) 
at a swish restaurant? Dangerous, as 
you might get landed with a bill for a 
bottle of Chateau d’Yqem 1896. The 
safest bet is a flight voucher from a 


reputable airline, which 

works as a double 
whammy: thanks for 
a job well done, and 
tacit encouragement 
to take time off. 


Dear Serena. 

My husband, to whom I 
have been married for four 
years, likes lo sunbathe 
nude in our garden (which is 
quite private). He also, 
throughout the year, lends to 
wear nothing from when 
he gets up until when we 
go to bed. and likes to 
shave his body hair, or 
have me shave it, which 
I do. I can't say I 
dislike his behaviour. 

He's an exciting lover 
and we both really 
enjoy our sex life. But 
I do have some 
concern that, as we 

get older, he may 
seek someone 






younger with whom to enjoy 
his sexual delights. We ore 
much in love. Should I be 
worried? 

CSP, Derbyshire 

You don't have a problem at 
all do you. C? You just want 
to show off to all the poor folk 
who aren't having as much fun 
■yj as you are. One thing does worry 
me. though. It can get a bit parky 
in Derbyshire in the winter and 
body hair does help to provide a 
little insulation. Do encourage your 
husband to take care in the early 
j months of the year, or you might 
find that a nasty dose of 

frostbite puts an end to 
your frolics in an 
untimely fashion. 

Dear Serena, 

How do you let 
someone know that 
their nasal hair has got 
out of hand, as it were? 
Paula. Retford 


URVIVING THE MINEFIELD 


a) Buy them one of those sideburn- 
shaping razors that comes with a nose- 
hair clipper and hope they take the hint. 
More fun is b»: offer them a cigarette 
and let the lighter slip so it singes the 
offending follicles. At least that will get 
rid of them for a while. 

Dear Serena. 

I've broken my finger. How soon will I 
be able to type again? 

“Wills''. Slough 

Don't be silly. Get your personal private 
secretary to do the typing. That’s what 
he’s there for. 

Dear Serena. 

My daughter’s godparents have all 
vanished into the ether. She is seven. 
Can I appoint another lot. who might 
be more reliable? 

Gordon. Sunderland 

No. Disappearing godparents, like 
hamsters dying and Boyzone, are part 
of a child's education in the harsh 
realities of the world. Perhaps you 


should also take this as a lesson In 
choosing friends/godparents for their 
loyalty rather than their potential 
usefulness in the future. If you’re 
worried that she doesn't get enough 
presents, shift yourself and have 
birthday parties instead. 

Dear Serena, 

I had my last lover's name tattooed 
on my left buttock, and every time my 
current lover sees it, he goes into a 
blue funk and seems to lose the will 
to live. I cant afford laser removal. 

Sheena, Stockwell 

Get another, larger tattoo in a solid 
colour over the top. It will hurt like 
buggery, but it’s either that or making 
love with the lights off for the rest of 
your life. 

Knotty problems with the world today? 
Write to Dear Serena. The independent, 
18th Floor, l Canada Square. Canary 
Wharf London El 4 SDL. where 
they unll be treated with the 
customary sympathy 



Aries 

ITS DANGEROUS to frustrate Aries. You're as 
quick as crocodiles and just as snappy, but now 
that Mars is in opposition with Saturn you will 
be the author of many well-structured, fost- 
paced, tightly packed misfortunes, all of which 
will happen to you. Your attempts to impress 
your personality on the situation are not well- 
favoured, resulting in freely-flowing resentment 
Injuries to your backward parts may result, 
especially as you leave. Beauty is important 



TAURUS 

THIS WEEKyou pop the dutch onyour sex drive. 
Either the engine stalls, or falls to bits, or you 
race off fast fraught and furious. Your perfor- 
mance will be unforgettable except by a process 
of very expensive analysis. The intensity of the 
Venus-Phito opposition is genuinely shocking. 
YouH be like a bull frying to buy a china shop. 
Passion will ran both deep and high, and may 
involve money (that can be a fatal association, 
so do be careful). 



Poppy Folly 

YOUR STARS: IT COULD HAPPEN 



S o we move into Iburus, the scariest of 
signs (Barbra Streisand). It's also 
disproportionately the sign of aristocrats 
(Dukes Wellington and Ellington). The 
Queen's soul has chosen this incarnation 
to demonstrate there is no security in the flux of 
reality, and to experience the hollowness of 
material passions. Bound by possessions to the 
wheel of life, Taurean souls struggle to release 
themselves from the agonising hallucinations of 
property and position in die world. Her Majesty 
still has some work to do, as has the Emperor 
Hirohito. Juliana of the Netherlands has done so 
well she’ll be graduating into Gemini. Denis 
Thatcher will be relegated back to Aries. 

There is something rather awful about Taurus - 
the car coats you wear for your Sunday drive 
around the common. You are usually union 
officials, horse trainers, and unsuccessful 
welterweights (especially the women). Taurus is 


the solid, acquisitive sign of tax plans, household 
accounts and deferred gratification. It's the sign of 
bank managers (Jacob and Guy de Rothschild i. In 
the Taurean soul it’s always Sunday afternoon 
three hours before the pubs open. Only Thureans 
found Tony Hancock funny. 

The monotonous certainty which you bring to 
your views means that you do well in politics, but 
not veiy well. Your chief talent is loyalty. All the 
politicians you've never heard of are Taureans, and 
much of Britain's post-war decline can be ascribed 
to the conservative sloth and implacable self- 
interest of this wretched sign. But some ambitious 
Taureans do add texture to their lives by involving 
themselves in totalitarian government. They know 
the pit of the bourgeois heart and can tap its latent 
rage to wreak monstrous horror (Karl Marx, 

Lenin. Hitler, Lucrezia Borgia, Lonnie Doneganj. 
Finally, their most significant talent is to (fie 
memorably (Jayne Mansfield, the topless actress). 





GEMINI 

HAVE YOU ever seen a beehive hit the ground? 
That’swfaat your brain wiH look like when Uranus 
goes square with Mercury, thoughts buzzing off 
in every direction. Your originality will increase 
so much you won’t know what you think about 
anything. Conceit, tactlessness and perversity 
wfll spoil everything until suddenly a benign trine 
with Neptune brings out the best in you. A gen- 
tle orderliness evolves out of confusion. You will 
enjoy ESP (so don't look back). 


Cancer 

THAT YOU have better ankles than the rest of 
the zodiac does not absolve you from all moral 
responsibility. Your secret admirer prowling your 
perimeter fence, is hungering for you, and this 
distant passion is becoming part of your char- 
acter. The temptation is to meet discreetly to ex- 
change kisses through the fence but this is 
dangerous - you can more than kiss through 
chain-fink. This passion should frighten you (ever 
seen a waste disposal work from the inside?). 



Leo 

FOR TOO long you’ve been surrounded by dirty 
British coasters: now you should look for stately 
Spanish galleons. You are the undeserving 
beneficiary of a burst of energy which allows you 
to recreate your image (by recreating yourself). 
There will hie an equally powerful reaction to this 
creative feat: two days of confinement where you 
temper your new self to make it durable. Finally, 
in a climactic debut you can release your self 
on the world with reckless self-confidence. 



Libra 

ITS NOT like you to feel so much, you may be 
tempted to think you’ve gone a little mad Your 
unconscious goes off like Mount St Helens and 
many unsuitable sightseers come to watch. Your 
capacity for getting naked may be financially re- 
warding. but be careful - strangers carry 
knives. If you concentrate, you can summon a 
form of sex magic to bend others to your will. 
But you have to know what you want and that’s 
not as easy as it sounds. 



Virgo 


A SQUARISH aspect with Uranus brings out the 
worst in Virgo - you are fractious, captious and 
impossible to know. You jump to conclusions and 
fall flat on your friends. But then (these things 
are so predictable) you go sextile with Neptune, 
the waters dear and a pattern emerges to make 
sense of the wretched jetsam that surrounds 
your mooring. The clarity with which you see 
reality has a hallucinogenic quality but your in- 
sights will be real and powerful. 



SCORPIO 

A RED-hot opposition with Saturn and Venus pro- 
duces the perfect astrological environment for 
aggression, violence, resentment and oppres- 
sion (now that's what you call romance). Un- 
fortunately, you may be the victim where you 
once were master. Only afflicted Scorpions will 
find satisfaction in this. Someone above you (if 
there is anyone) will take an active pleasure in 
frustratingyou - but so twisted so bitter are your 
ambitions, that they may be doingyou a favour. 



Sagittarius 

NEW BEGINNINGS are indicated and new man- 
ners (that'll be a relief to your loved ones). How- 
ever, you may not benefit as much as you might 
because you can't leave your encumbrances 
behind Loyalty is admirable, but when it comes 
to the Old Pals Act, you drafted the stupidest 
clauses. An interest in new religions is possible, 
and this, along with your affection for strangers, 
means you'll need a drag anchor to stop you mak- 
ing a complete fool of yourseff 



Capricorn 

THIS RUN of appalling planetary aspects can't 
be random; you are being prepared for a great 
task, and Saturn's opposition to Mars tempers 
your mettle in the most demanding way. Re- 
member your yawning inadequaries are not ob- 
vious to everyone (people aren't that interested 
to be frank) so you don’t need to go through your 
operatic cover-up performance. Your superiors 
are feeling unusually malevolent towairls you, 
so your paranoia will be usefully employed. 


Aquarius 

TREAT TOUR new relationship with a little more 
diffident respect Aquarians (particularly the 
women) approach relationships like property de- 
velopers buying dilapidated buildings: the im- 
provements raise the value, but they don’t make 
youpopulan A nervous irritability wfll blight your 
affairs this week. Your quickness of mind is no 
help, it just causes arguments (you'U ooty be fluk- 
ing right answers). Quarrels can be resolved only 

by swallowing the bitterest pills of apology. 


Pisces 

WHEN MERCURY is sextile with Neptune, 
Pisces is happier than a pig in a puddle. Ybur 
intuitive exercises will be effortless, with mag- 
ical results. Tfou might even trust that telepathic 
thing you think you have. Secret affairs will pros- 
per and be life-affirming Artists, photographers 
and writers wttJ have a good second half to the 
week, as will generals - military strategy ben- 
efits from an unconscious identification with the 
enemy. Politicians wifi not be so well favoured 






Classic Cartoons 

Martin Plimmer on 
Peter arno and Harold Ross 



HAROLD ROSS, founder and 
editor of The Neto Yorker, has 
been described as oblique, 
demanding, unpolished 
explosive and profane, yet you 
can’t help feeling that his 
objection to this cartoon, 
submitted by Peter Amo in 
1943, was an accurate 
reflection of the view of the 
man in the street Amo’s Mon 
in the Shower required a 
suspension of logic that 
cartoonists had not hitherto 
demanded. How had the water 


level got so high? Why didn't 
the man float to the top? Why 
didn't he open the door? Ross 
put these objections to Amo 
before eventually grumblingly 
publishing the cartoon. Ross 
was seen as a reactionary old 
curmudgeon by contributors. 
“When the revolution comes,” 
said Dorothy Parker, “it will be 
everyone against Ross.” Yet it 
was Ross who recognised their 
talent who published them 
and who thereby changed the 
culture of America. 


THE OFFSIDE ruling that led to 
the replay of the Manchester t?s 
Arsenal match underlined what 
I wrote in this column last year 
calling for more objective 
refereeing. Then again, 
impeccable refereeing would 
have robbed us of a replay to 
remember goals of great beauty 
from Beckham and Giggs, and a 
great last-minute penalty saved 
by Schmeichel. 

My second father, a 
philosopher, is immune to the 
charms of soccer. I once 
explained to him the offside rule 
with jam-jars (players) and 
bread bin (goal). I thought I'd 
done quite well. Then he 
disabused me: “And just how 
many teams are there on the 
pitch at any one time?" Lately 
he has had other problems. He 
has been tormented for days by 
a bluebottle buzzing around the 
flat. At the end of his wits, he 
had smeared the table-top with 
jam and retired to another room 
to wait Presumably he had 
imagined that on his return he 
would find the interloper glued 
by its feet to the table-top, or at 
least drawn swattably close to it. 
Instead, he returned to find that 
the violator of his air space had 
vanished. A definite irritation 
had now been replaced by an 
indefinite one. There was now a 
fly he couldn't see. "Should 1 
have used more jam?" he asked. 

Nato is asking a similar 
question as the war drags on. 
Spending money as if there’s no 
taxpayer, we fiddle with bridges 
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while Kosovo burns and Bill 
finding Milosevic is harder to 
bring to his knees than Monica, 
is applying lo Congress for more 
funds. Mure jam on the table. 
Our flustcry Defence Minister 
snapped bark at probing by 
Pax man on New-might this week 
that Nato doesn't have recourse 
lo psychoanalysts. That's a pity, 
for the Alliance understands 
neither itself nor psychopaths. It 
speaks of Milosevic as if he 
shared our values. We will not 
send in troops except by 


invitation, they persevere te. 
(“Please come into Kosovo: I 
don't seem to be able to stop 
myself ethnic-cleansing." > 
Milosevic is rational but bent on 
evil, whereas we are well- 
meaning but irrational. We want 
to save the Kosovans but do not 
wish to risk troops. Hence the 
air support in support of nothing 
to support. There are no cracks 
in Nato. just cracks in its view of 
reality. Perseveration and 
fixation are, after all. features of 
collective delusion. Perhaps 
couchwork could have exorcised 
this grand denial saved more 
Kosovans and saved us billions 
into the bargain. Meanwhile, 
pass the jam, Monica. 

Solutions to last week’s 
problems 

t The ratio of sexes remains 
unchanged. 

2 10 different cubes. 

3 PROBLEMATICAL. 

Points to ponder 

1 A lazy fly wishes to go from A 
to B. What is her shortest route 
across the surface of the cube 
(AfD? 

2 Show that no matter where a 
tiny fly is on the surface of the 
jam lake shown, there is always 
a pair of points on its edge such 
that she is midway between 
them tfig 2), 

3 Find a single-word anagram of 
TIME FLIES. 

Comments kx indyta 
puzzlemaster.co.uk 


Backgammon 


CHRIS BRAY 


u M is ic 17 is 20 2i ” rj n 



THIS SORT of problem occurs 
quite frequently. Black has hit 
a late shot contained white's 
blot and borne off some men. 
White has now re-entered and 
is heading for home as quickly 
as possible. Should blade 
redouble? Should white take? 

To analyse these positions, 
see how many rolls each side 
will take to complete the bear- 
off Black's position Is easy, if 
he doesn't roll a double he will 
be off in four rolls. 

And white? First he has to 
get the man on his mid-point 
home. The average back- 
gammon roll is 8.16 pips. For 
practical purposes we can use 
8 pips. So we can assume that 
on his first roll white will 
move his blot to his own 5- 
point Then he will have five 
men to bear off and, again 


assuming no doubles, we can 
estimate he will be off in three 
more rolls. 

Thus we have a four-roll vs 
four-roll situation. We know 
that four rs four is double/ 
take. So that's the answer here 
too, right? Wtang; in a true 
four vs four we assume that 
neither side can miss. In this 
position, small numbers for 
white on his first roll are 
ruinous. Look at the differ ence 
between the two sides when 11 
is the first roll. 

The difference is enough to 
turn what looks like a take into 
a very dear drop. In fact 
white's winning chances in 
this position are just 14 per 
cent When confronted by 
positions tike this, analyse 
them thoroughly or you could 
deplete your bank balance! 
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6.50 Match of the Day (3477166), 8.00 
Breakfast with Frost (7507760). &45 
The London Marathon (55736876). 
1L50 The Heaven and Earth Show 
(2655215). 12*5 The London 
Marathon 0730370). 125 News 
(93442302). MO EastEnders (R) (S) 
(T) (9627418). 


2*5 Hill'll bmerspace (Joe Dante 
1987 US). A miniaturised Dennis 
Quad ends up in the body of a 
hypochondriac (66958019). 


4.45 Junior Masterehef (S) (585760). 
545 News; Weather (5360031). 5*0 
Regional News; Weather (470760). 


5*0 Songs of Praise. Pam Rhodes 
visits Bath (S) (T) (292514). 


6.15 Wflcttfa on One. Can the teterests 
of Asian elephants and people be 
reconcfled? (S) (7) (573925). 


8.55 Children’s BBC: FoBow That 

GoWin (9083079). 9.25 Gadget Boy 
(7890031). 9*5 The Wayne 
Manifesto (S) (7824031) 10.20 
Sweet Valley High (R) (S) (1483302). 


10.40 


Dragonwork! - The 


Legend Continues (Ted Nicolaou 
1997 US). Kiddie fantasy (S) 
(1559876). 


12*0 The 0 Zone (7646876). 12.15 Lee 
and Herring^ This Morning with 
Richard. Not Judy (3860499). 1.00 
Around Westminster (24418). 1.30 
Grandstand (13852012). 145 Motor- 
cycling (16058586). 2.00 Snooker 
(83590128). 4.45 Rugby (8506166). 


5.30 Snooker. Continuing first-round 
coverage of the Embassy World 
Snooker Championship. Commentary 
by Clive Evert on, Ray Edmonds. John 
Virgo and Dennis Taylor (7202708). 


6.45 Auntie's Animal Bloomers (R) 

(S) (572296). 


745 The Great Antiques Hunt. 

Jity Go olden and teams are rn 
Manchester to date 20th-century 
collectables, value books, and 
identify porcelain at nearby Tatton 
Park in Cheshire (S) (T) (153128). 


8.00 Last of the Summer Wine. A 

new series (S) (T) (9186). 


8.30 Goodnight Sweetheart. Return 
of the time-travelling sitcom starring 
Nicholas Lyndhurst (S) (T) (9673). 


9.00 Ambassador. Drama series 

starring Pauline Collins as the British 
ambassador to Ireland. A break-in at 
the Residence reveals she has a 
dangerous enemy within her own 
circle (S) (303383). 


9.50 News; Weather (T) (952321). 


10-05 The Vicar of Dibley. IVs the 

Dibfey autumn fayre (R) (S) (858166). 


10*3 Here, There and 

Everywhere - A Concert for 
Linda. A special charity tribute 
concert organised by Chrissie Hynde 
in memory of the late Linda 
McCartney. See Concert of the Day . 
below (S) (1285012). 

124)5 Harbour Lights (S) (T) (9712155). 

1.00 Snooker. Highlights of the day’s 
play from Sheffield (Then Weather ) 
(S) (39451). 

2-00 Joins BBC News 24 (2830068). 
To 8am. 


6.40 The London Marathon. 

Highlights of today's race from 
Greenwich to the Man (S) (280586). 


7.30 The Money Programme. News 
stories from the world of business 
and work (S) (T) (147). 


8.00 Cold War. 'Spies 1945-89'. The 
history of Cold War espionage, when 
giant institutions (KGB, FBI. MI6. and 
the Stasi, among others) flourished 
(S) (T) (884012). 


8*0 World Snooker Championship. 

David Vine introduces further 
coverage of the first round from the 
Crucbie Theatre in Sheffield. 
Commentary by Clive Ever ton. Ray 
Edmonds. Dennis Taylor, John Virgo, 
WilBe Thome and Jim Meadowcroft 
(S) (5694296). 


6.00 GMTV (11963). 84)0 Dvggit (34357601 
9.25 Hey Arnold! (R) (S) (T) 

(7803505) 9.50 Aramal Ark (8540031 ) 
10-20 Opgy and the Cockroaches 
(71067081 10 JO Sunday Momhg 
(65465). 11.30 Crosstalk (3470) 

124K) That'S Esther (906271 UK) 

ITV News; Weather (38028963). MO 
Jonathan Dimbteby (S) (T) (2188789). 
24K) Murder, She Wrote (S) (8800147). 


2.55 FiHi'ii The Wooden Horse 

(Jack Lee 1950 UK). Leo Genn and 

David Tomlinson lead the escape 
from Stalag Luft III (74839692). 


4.55 Big Screen (S) (T) (397150-5). 5.25 
London Weekend Tonight (7920532) 


5.45 Chef School. Repeat docu-soap 
about London's Le Cordon Bleu 
Cookery Academy (R) (576012). 


6J5 Animal Alphabet (3539316). 6*0 
The Magic Roundabout (4189055). 
6-25 Ivor the Engine (5539596). 6*0 
The Clangers (R) V (9595692) 6*0 
Bagpuss (7100470). 74)0 Saltyfe 
lighthouse (102151 7 JO Bug Alerti 
(8868321). 735 Insektors (8109234). 
845 Saved by the Bel - The New 
Class (4248296). 8*0 Saved by the 
Ben - The New Class (9072963). 9.10 
Catdog (T) (8140437). 9*5 Planet 
Pop (7209895). 104)0 The Waltons 
(R) (D (28234). TLOO Hollyoaks Q) 
(1314876). 12.10 DawsonS Creek (T) 
(1925741). L10 The Real World 
(2070437). 1*5 Brussels - Behind 
Closed Doors (124708). 2*5 FootbaB 
ftaSa (80057963). 


6.15 ITV News; Weather (823079). 


6.30 Michael Barrymore's My Kind 
of Music. Barrymore hosts the 
entertainment show in which 
competitors get the chance to 
perform - as well as parade their 
musical knowledge (S) (T) (65867). 


7.30 Coronation Street. Mike is 
disappointed when Julia cuts their 
weekend short (S) (T) 1673). 


84)0 Where the Heart Is. Return of 
the popular drama series starring 
Pam Perris and Sarah Lancashire as 
community nurses. Ruth 
(Lancashire) discovers she is 
pregnant (S) (T) (7925). 


104)0 Have I Got News for You. From 
Friday, with Countdown’s Richard 
Whiteley guesting (R) (S) (T) (60321). 


10.30 


CHOICE 


Clockers (Spike Lee 


1985 US). Harvey KeiteJ is the cop 
investigating black drug dealers in 
Lee's crime thriller. See Film of the 
Day . below (S) (T) (90798760). 


12.35 mum Gang Busters (Bill Kam 
1955 US). Documentary style prison 
drama (9237155). 


2.00 BBC Learning Zone: Further 
Education; Artists Talking/Design 
Solutions (68432). 44)0 Languages: 
Deutsch Plus 9-12 (37364). To 5am. 


9.30 Bad Blood. First in a three-part 
drama by Tony Marcharrt. whose 
excellent Great Expectations 
adaptation screened last weak. Alex 
Jennings plays an infertile heart 
surgeon who, with his wife (Lia 
Wilfiams), decides to adopt a 
Romanian orphan (S) (T) (77B9) 
104)0 My Wonderful Life. Return of the 
sitcom starring Emma Wray (64147). 


10.30 (TV News; Weather (343505) 


10*5 Mil'll^ Two Thousand 

Years. Melvyn Bragg presents a 
new series charting the history of 
Christianity. See Documentary of the 
Day. below (T) (442337) 

11.45 Still in Bed with MeDiimer (S) 
(212673). 12.20 Film: The Deadly 
Companions (656513). 2.00 
ClubiSvrsion (7848548). 2.45 
Jonathan DknbJeby (4228890). 

3.30 Cybernet (R) (S) (9424906). 

To 4.10am. 


54>5 U1M1 Waterloo (Sergei 
Bondarchuk 1971 It/USSR). Epic 
reconstruction, with scenery-chewing 
Rod Steiger perfect for the role of 
Napoleon. Christopher Plummer 
seems rather muted to comparison 
as the Iron Duke. With Orson WeJIes 
as Louis XVUL and a cast of 
thousands of Soviet army extras (T) 
(65568321). 


7.30 Civil War - England’s Fight for 
Liberty. Historical documentary 
narrated by Jeremy Hardy about the 
events of 1649, when Charles I was 
executed, the House of Lords 
abolished, and the country became 
a republic. The events are relayed 
with dramatic reconstructions and 
techniques used by today's news and 
current affairs programmes (13578). 


94H) Crash. Another chance to see this 
series documenting the history of 
road safety, starting with how, in 
1956, a seatbelt campaign in the 
US was scrapped because of 
pressure from hugely influential 
car-manufacturers (R) (8031). 


104)0 


Posse (Mario Van Peebles 


1993 US) Mario Van Peebles leads a 
black posse being hunted by bigoted 
colonel Bill Zane to this western. 
Co-starring Stephen Baldwin, Blair 
Underwood and Pam Grier (T) 
(58458316) 


124)5 The 11 O'clock Show (T) 

(7210819). 12.40 4 Later Babylon 5 
(S) CO (6338242). 1*0 American 
Gothic (R) (2092161) 2435 For the 
Love of (R) (S) (9711161) 


3.30 UlLil The Story of Qu Ju 

(Zhang Yimou 1992 Ch) A peasant 
woman fights for justice in rural China 
(T) (262242) To 5.10am. 


64)0 Beastly Britain (6671586) 6.30 
Hot Property (4854708) 7.00 Dapple- 
down Farm (R) (2551437) 7-30 Milk- 
shake! (2349895) 7.35 Wimzfefe 
house (3805215), 8-07 From Jests to 
Christ (8375050) 9*0 Stfckln’ Around 
( 8566692 ) 9450 Sister Said (*384811) 
MMX) Mtoor, Mrrgr (4838760) 10-30 
Mkrof. Mirror (8562876) f 1*0 USA 
hfigh (1775741) 11-30 Singled Out 
(1776470) 12*0 Behind the Music - 
Blondie (2897505) 12*5 Anything* 

Possible (68687437) MM) 5 News 

(17738483) L20 Frostrup on Stnday 
(31779302) L5Q The Movie Chart Show 
(36659857) 2*0iExcfusrve-(7O146Ot25. 
2455 Forty Affais Omntous (461843QS) 
430 100 Per Cent (35358505) 


530 The Moonspfaners 

(James Neteen 1964 US) Dfeney film 
about a young girl (Haytsy Mffls) who 
finds romance and totriffje.wneixshe 
takas a holiday on file Island of Crete. 
Joan Greenwood lends adult support 
(T) (89749470) " -• 


7*0 5 News and Sport (S) (T) 

(6828741) 


84)0 Monde Ambition. Documentary. 
invest^altog%vhetheri)londeShavet . 
more fun than brunettes TWobtondes 
and two brunettes have fteir . 
haar-odour altered and are sent out .. 
with hidden cafneras to discbverrf 
the saying is true (9049708) •••.’*•.’ '■ 


9*0 HUAI Fatherland (Christopher 
Menaul 1994 US) Made-for-cable 
adaptation of Robert Harrisfe 
best-sefing “what if?’ thrifier, which 
supposes that Hitler won the Second 
World Wan Twenty years after 
Germany's victory, a German cop and 
an American journalist (Rutger Hauer 
and Miranda Richardson) team up Jn 
a race against time to expose the '« 
horrifying secret of theHofeicaust as. 
President Joseph P Keraisdy \ ’ r ' 
prepares to restore efiptomatie Y 

relafions between the US and \ - 
Germany (T) (9042895) "■ ‘ r v - 


114)0 Morwenna Banks Blonde 
Special (T790050) 


11*0 Swindon Superbabes (8862225) 
12*0 Live and Dangerous Major 
League Basebal (S) (48095971) . 
4.40 You Again? (R) (94160068) 
54)5 Move On Up (R) (60922857) 
5*0 Dragon is Tale (6565971) 

To 6am. 




MCE AT OF 


T?-:z T^r.v 

i . JL /-V'.v. . 


HERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE - A 
CONCERT FOR LINDA (1035pm BBCl) 

The stars are out for Macca’s missus, as 
Linda McCartney (right! is remembered 
in this concert featuring George 
MichaeL the Pretenders. Sinead 
O'Connor (who allegedly misbehaved 
herself), Tom Jones, Marianne Faithful 1 
and Elvis Costello. Pulling everything 
together is host Eddie IzzanL 



Documentary 
of the Day 


TWO THOUSAND YEARS (1045pm fTV) 
Melvyn Bragg (right), in the same slot as 
his increasingly marginal South Bank 
Show , presents this ambitious new 
series charting 2.000 years of Christianity. 
The series begins with a look at how 
the fledgling religion was created, 
with contributions from Archbishop 
Robert Eames, writer Gore Vidal and 
Karen Armstrong. 



rl LM OF 
THE DAY 


CLOCKERS (1030pm BBC2) Mekhi Phifer 
gives a mesmerising performance as the 
leader of a gang of street drug dealers in 
Spike Lee's sombre take on black gun 
culture. Originally a project for Martin 
Scorsese and Robert De Niro (who 
decided to make Casino instead), Harvey 
Keitel (right) plays the narcotics cop who 
suspects his homicide colleagues have 
arrested the wrong man in a gang killing 



/Jt\ fj/n except: TL30 Angja 
News Sunday SiMtanentgflO) 
2J00 Hops and (Soria (5470) 2*0 
Murder, She Wrote (W03 Q5Q) 3JS 

The Making of Aida (5651 857) 3*6 

i: That Dam Can “ 




yiv-v. 


Ffcn; 


64)5 Angfa News (803215) ff*5 
Shark Pod (134811) 12*5 St® to. 
gad with MaDtoner 07906) 145 
Ffcn: The Tower (78 
OubaVteton (1225703). 

Jonathan DfmMeby (Z?aeuuoj. 

4*0 Cybernet (30896172) 4*5. 
ITV kfightscreen (25922616). 54K) 
Coranitfon Street (25109) 
Central 

As LWT C B c ee pfc tL30 LHeSne 
(1996227) tL35 Newsweek 
(4872416) IMS Central News and 
Wbather (57B4334) 24)0 Kb Your 
Shout flatoOig. 2*5 Murder; She 
Wrote 0059234) 3J2S Film: to Like 
Flnt (12051012) 5b25 Animal SOS 
(2103470) 5*5 LifBfine (195708) 
64)0 Central News and Sport 
(895296) 3-30 Cybernet (52890) 
44)0 Jobftoder (8tf61) 

HTV Wales _ 

AsUrraneoh 10*0 Sunday 
Momtog (6204489) tL25- - 

WaerlTOnt (9857079)11*5 HTV 
News and Weather £794334) 24)0 
The Front Row . 

F1A European Drag Racing 

News and Weather (423128) 11*5 
Shaik Pod (1348t1) 12*5 Stifi to . 
Bed with MeDtoner 07906) MS 
Fam: The Tower (700256) 2*0 
CtubaVisjon (4225703) 3*5 
Jonathan DlmWeby (2758906) 

4*0 Cybernet 

Coronation Street (2510S) 


HTV West 

As HTV Wafes e xcept; tL25 

Hope and Gloria ©857079) 24)0 
Film; A Man for AS Seasons 
(75303673) 4 JO Drag T 
(8923012) 5J0 All Gardens i 
and SmaS (3495960) 5*0 Was t 
Match Plus (232437) 

Meridian 

As LWT except: *L30 7 Days 
3147) 1L50 Merkfian News 
6055) 24K> Getaways (5470) 

) Cartoon (5580234) 2*5 
Murder, She Wrote (603947U) 3*0 

Pod 1134811) 12*5 - 4*5 As 
Angfa. 54)0 Freescreen (25106) 

Westcountry 
As LWT except: 9*0 Animal 
Aik (7325780) 104)0 Westcountry 
Update (78741) 1L30 Vtfeekand 
Match (3470) 24)0 Wsstcountry 
Witness (5470) 2*0 Murder, She 
Wrote (7403050) 3*5 Fftn; Ktol 
(225475H) 5*0 To Be Announced 
(296) 6.00 Westcountry Goab 
Extra (427944)64)5 Westcountry 
News (80 ^B) f1*5 Shark Pod 
(134811) 12*0 - 54M) AsAngfia. 

Yorkshire 

As LWT except: fl*0 Around 
the House (3470) 24)0 Calendar 
News {89910708) 24)5 Speed 
Crashf Rsscuel 09700944)2*5 
F*n: The Vfooden Horse* ' 
(7483587B) 4*0 Coronation Street 
(84321) 5*0 Calendar News 
(128895) 5*5 Goals (576012) 
12*0 Cybernet (8728635) 12*0 
Fim: Aaina (90780093) 4*0 
Jobftoder (9514432) 

Tyne Tees 

As Yorkshire except: 124>0 

Thatb Esther (6341 B) 12*0 
Newsweek 01302) 24)0 North 
East News and weather (B99KJ708) 
5*0 North East News and Sport 
(128895) 5*5 Cafe Sport (576014 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: H.OO 

HotiyoakS (69735166) 124)0 
Uchafbwyrttiau Uned 5 (B4821W) 
12*5 Gol 07429876) 1*0 
Fte/mo (17522654) 1.50 Dawsonb 
Creek (40823741) 2*0 Brookade 
J 79) 44)5 Wild Tales 
586) 54)0 Newydtfion 
54)5 Manifesto 
5*5 Pobol y Cwm 
7*0 Botwm 4 
84K) DechrauCanu 
3 nmol (41575296) 8*0 
Ucyris Oteorts (89787741) 9*5 
lechyd Da (33545234) 9*0 
Newyddton (56419760) 10.20 Fdm: 
T Posse (55054401) 12*5 Ov« 

War - England's Fictot for Liberty 
‘5) 1*5 Shanghai Vice 
14) 2*5 Ctosa 



~D a r 

1 


Radio 1 

(976-99L8MHZ FM ) 
6*0 Kevin Greening 
104)0 Mark Goorfer. 
1*0 Jamie Theakston 


34)0 Top of the Pops. 

aal UK 


44)0 The Official 
Top 40. 7.00 Radio 1 s 
Dance Anthems with 
Dave Pearce. 10*0 
Trevor Nelson 124)0 
Emma & 44)0 - 6*0 
Scott MSs. 

Radio 2 

(88- 902MHz FM ) 

TOO Don Maclean. 94)5 


introduces a selection of 
settings of the Magnifi- 
cat. Mary's joyous reac- 
tion to the news lhat she 
is to become the Mother 
of God. Bach; Magnificat 
in D. BWV243 Soloists, 
BIAS Chamber Chor. 
CPE Bach Chamber 
Orchestra/Peter Schreier. 
Finzr: Magnificat Choir of 
icing’s Coflege. 
Cambridge/Stephen 
Cteobury Vivalcfi: 


Magnificat in G minor. 
RVSlfc 


Sieve Wright 11*0 
iernsons 


Parkinsons Sunday 
Supplement 14)0 
Desmond Carrington. 
34)0 Russell Dawes 
4*0 Red Astaire: Step 
by Step. 4*0 Sing 
Somethir “ ' “ 


ling Smpte. 54)0 


Pam Ayr^._7*0 Hu^t^ 


Scully. 8*0 Sunday 
Hour. 9*0 Alan Keith. 

KWK) Malcolm Laycock- 
tLOO The David Jacobs 
Coflection 12*0 Katrina 
Leskanich. 34)0 - 4.00 

Aiex Lester. 

Radio 3 

(902-92.4 MHz FM ) 

6*0 On Air. 

94K) &ian Kay's Sunday 


of the Week 


114)0 

Encore. 

1245 Music Matters. 
LOO The Radio 3 
Lunchtfrne Concert 
2*5 Gloria us John 
44)0 100 Great Singers. 
4d5 Centurions. 

4*0 The Year. 

5.45 Sunday Feature: 


Viewing foe Century - 


Michael Frayn. 
Vi vale 


6*0 Private Passions 
7*0 Sunday Pfay: The 
Invention of Love By 
Tom Stoppard A radio 

presentation of the 
acclaimed Royal National 
Theatre production by 
Richard Eyre. With John 
Wood as A E Housman. 
and Ben Porter as toe 
youfo Housman. with 
David FfyaD. Robert Por- 
tal, Adam Barker and 
Kris Marshal Music by 
Dominic Miidowney. 
104)0 Choir Works. 

“My Soul Doth Magnify 
toe Lord. Brian Kay 


3 10a. Soloists. Choir 
and Orchestra of toe 
Kingb Con sort/ Robert 
King. Paul Patterson: 
Magnificat Bach Choir. 
Wallace Coflection/David 
WBcocks. 

11*0 Oxbridge Organs. 
12*5 BBC Symphony 
Orchestra. 

14X) - 6*0 Through 
the NighL 

Radio 4 

M- 94.6MHz FM ) 

News Briefinq. 
6*5 Something 
Understood. 

6*5 On Your Farm. 
6*7 Weather. 

74)0 News 
74)5 Sunday Papers. 

7J0 Sunday. 

7*5 Radio 4 Appeal. 
84)0 News. 

8*5 Sunday Papers. 
84)7 Sunday Worship. 
8*5 Letter from 

America. 

9*0 News; 
Broadcasting House 
10*0 The Archers. 

1L15 Desert island 
Discs. 

124)0 News; Quote. 
Unquota 

12.30 Sentknental 


Special. 

5*0 A Mathematician 
Ftesds toe Newspapers. 
5*4 Shipping Forecast 
5.57 Weather. 

64)0 Six O’clock News. 
6J5 Pick of toe Week. 
700 News: The Archers. 
7.15 Copy Snatchers 
Guests from around the 
world observe parody 
and dissect topical 
British stories from 
foreign perspectives 
Presented try David 
Aaron ovrtch. 

84)0 News; Feedback. 
Roger Bolton presente 
the programme which 
represents listeners' 
views about BBC ratio. 
8*0 Nice Work. AS son 
Mitehet presents toe 
series that helps you find 
new work opportunities 
and explores the issues 
that change and shape 
your working life. 

9*0 News; Conse- 
quences: the Common 
Market Referendun. 
Jonathan Freed and 
looks back at political or 
social turning pewits in 
the past 50 years. The 
1975 referendum on the 
Common Market 1975 
was intended to settle 
toe European question, 
but the same argifnerrts 
are stfl being heard 


today. (Ft) 
9*0 Anal 


12*8 
14)0 The World This 
Weekend. 

1*0 AU the Rage. 

24)0 News; Gardener’s 
Question Tone. 

2*0 Marguerite Patten's 
Century of British 


3*0 

Classic Serial: VBetta 
44)0 News; Open Book. 
'.30 Adventures in 
Foetry. 

54)0 News; File on 4 


Analysis. 

“Race to Do Better: the 
Debate'. Zeinab Badawi 
chairs a special edition 
of the programme before 

an invited audtence. 
examintog the issues 
arising from Fertfnand 
Dennis's examination of 
institutional racism. 

KLO0 News; 

The Westminster Hour. 
Carolyn Quinn with poSti- 
cal news, induding the 
election campaigns n 
Scotland, live tram West- 
minster. tocludtog 1045 
Class Act: n toe second 
of three programmes; 

Prof David Cannaefine 
tiscusses Margaret 


Thatchers ambivalence 
attitude to class 
tLOO News; A Good 
Read. Sarah LeFanu and 
guests rock cimber Jim 
Pemn and writer Mama 
Warner discuss three 
favourite paperbacks 
11*0 Something 
Understood. 

12*0 News. 

1245 Experimental 
Feature: By the Rivers of 
Babylon 

12*0 The Late Story: 
Mv Last Brassiere (R) 
12.48 Shipping 
Forecast. 

1*0 As World Service 
5*0 World News. 

5*5 Shipping Forecast 
5*0 Inshore Forecast 
5.45 Prayer for toe Day. 
5.47 • 6*0 Farming 
Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

(193kHz) 

124)0 - 12*4 News 
Headlines: Shipping 
Forecast 8.00 - 10.00 
Open University. 

Radio 5 Live 
(693. 909kHz MW ) 

64)0 Brief Lives. 

6*0 Breakfast with 

Andrew NeH 
8*0 The London 
Marathon. 

124)0 Seven Brides for 
One Brother. 

12.30 Gregb Gridiron 
Gold. 

14)0 Sunday Sport 
Football: Chelsea play 
Leicester City at 
Stamford Bridge Rugby 
Union: updates from the 
top matches in Premier- 
ship One. induting 
Wasps v Newcastle. 
Rugby League; Super 
League news, inducing 
Warrington v Bradford 
and St Helens v 
Sheffield 

6*0 Scottish Premier 


9.00 Global. News and 
insight from around the 
worio- 

10*0 Late Night Currie 
Edwina Currie discusses 
the weekends big issues 


LOO Up All Niorit. 

Mom 


5.00 - 64)0 Morning 
Reports 

Classic FM 

(1000- 1019MHz FM ) 

6.00 Jane Markham. 
94>0 Classic Romance 

12.00 Acros s the 
Threshold with David 
Mefior. 2.00 Alan Mann. 
44)0. Margaret Howard 
6*0 Countdown Top 
Tea 7*0 Smooth 
Classics at Seven 94)0 
Sunday Night at the 
Opera. 11*0 Michael 
Mappin LOO Evening 
Concert 3*0 - 6*0 
Mark Griffiths. 


Virgin Radio 

(1215, 1197-1260kHz MW 
1056MHz FM ) 

64)0 Pete and Geoff. 
104)0 Danny Baker. 
LOO Nek Abbot. 4*0 
Janey Lee Grace 6.45 
London Calling with 
Janey Lee Grace, 'AM 
Richard A Den 7*0 
Richard Alien 104)0 
James Merritt 1*0 
Steve Power. 4*0 ■ 
6*0 Richard Alien. 


Satellite & O 


l - TP T F 
U)LL 


Sky Premier 
6-00 Femmes Fatales 
(723021. 74)0 Afl Dogs Go 
to Heaven R (1996) (66963). 
8*0 Going Under (1990) 
(81483). 10*0 Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit? 
(1988) 199050). 12*0 


Holywood Buzz (38234). 

LOO AS Do “ 


Dogs Goto 
Heaven « (t»6) (9357234) 
2*0 Gong Under f©90) 
(82TXJ31) 3*5 Frog ana 
Worrtiet (©98) (508876). 
5*0 Who Framed Roger 
Rabbit? ft988) (92179073). 
74)0 Free Wily 3: the 
Rescue (©97) (63321) 
9*0 Barry Norman's Flm 
Nfcfit (474T8) 9*0 HI- Lite 
(©S8) (71534) tLOO The 
Crow: City of Angels 0996) 
(885654) 12*5 The 
Garden al Redemption 
(19971 (279600) 215 The 
Last SuDoer 0996) 

3-50-1 


(3623789) 124)0 Room at 
the Top* f©59) J77BT0971) 
2*5 Bombay Takie 0970) 
(5436451) 335 The 
Lemon Drop Kid* (©SI) 
(2396600) 5*0 Close. 
Film Four 

64)0 The Seem of Green 
Papaya 0993) (65212673) 
730 Shave It Like You 
Mean It (5050760) 8*0 El 
Manachi (©93) (2262470) 
9*0 Desperado f 
tl*0( 


LOO 


; til Dawn 0996) 
14)5 Roa 


Roatiac- 
2*5 


(1994) (8364221) 2 
ntee Cafe Up (1995) 
35451) 4.00 - 64X 


My Pretty One Cude G076O3' 

Steeps 09971 (95777155) Crococte Hunt 


League. 

8*0 Ne 


8*0 News Extra. 
Roundup of the day's 
news and sport. 

8*0 Brief Lives. 5 Live's 
obituary column. 


World Service Radio 

(198kHz LW ) 

LOO The World Today. 
L30 My Cantury. 24K) 
The World Today. 2*0 
Meridian (Feature) 34H) 
The World Today. 3*0 
Global Business. 44)0 
The World Today. 4.20 
Sports Roundup 4*0 ■ 
7.00 The World Today 
Talk RacSo 
6*0 My Favourite Year. 
74)0 Paul Ross and 
Helen Gfoson KLOO 
Derek Draper and Peter 
Hilchans. 124)0 Sunday 
Sport 6*0 My 
Favourite Year. 74X) 

Best of the Week. 84)0 
James Whale. 1*0 - 
64H) Mike Dickin 


Sky MovieMax 

64W The B utterore am 

Gang (1992) (37925) 8*0 
The Big Game (T995) 
(15296) 10*0 Fatso (I960) 

( 16012 ) 12470 To Face 

Her Past (1996) (38M7) 

24M The Big Game (1995) 
(73321) 44)0 FatSO 0980) 
16091). 6*0 To Face Her 
Past (1996) 00857) 8*0 
Action Heroes (7234). 8*0 
Perfect Crime (1997) 

10*0 Kfier. A 


(3347234) 
ers I. 

Denise i 

(1695451) 44X> - 64)0 
The Dev the Earth Stood 
StW' (1951) (4364819) 

Discovery Channel 

4*0 Stealth - Flying 
Invisfob H5T292S) 54X> 
Extreme Machines 
(6741586) 64)0 Ultimate 
Glide (5676031) 74)0 

Hunter (5W2215) 
7*0 CrocodDe Hinters 


12*0 LAPD ( 

SWitlngs (7M£. r 

74K) Long Play (1500971) 

Sky Sports 1 

7*0 Moto-Pke 1 
84)0 Aerobics (L 
8*0 Irish Motor L,.-. 

. 94M) Superbies 
. TLOO Goals on 
; (86296) 124XJ 
Sports Auction (1078^. 
12*0 Motor Racbig- 
Ftimila Pakner Auti 
(34857) LOO Ford Super 
Chelsea v Leicester 


(46953296) 12-00 Closa 

Eurosport 

8*0 Tanrts (43963) 94)0 
T he L ondon Marathon 

. TL45 Motorcy- 
— 5857) 1*0 
1(778741). 44)0 
1(2321)64)0 


(2727586)' 
911 Double 


Superbfoe 137944) 74)0 
1 (96673) 9 j 


(5542321) 4*0 Motorcy- 
clng Malaysia - Grand Prix 


(1667128) 8JK) Beyond the 

Truth (8658741) 9-00 



of Murder (1996) 
Norma 


1284876) 1L40 I 
Ufe fS96) (317963) L25 
The Truth about Cats and 
Dogs (1995) 035161) 3*5 
Blown Away (1992) 
(316628) 4*5 • 7JOO The 
Buttercream Gang (1992) 
(62956451) 

Sky Cinema 
1L00 The Oty Thai Never 
Sleeps' (1953) (5310302) 
LOO 2enobia (T939) 
(7386234) 2*0 The Left 
Hand of God (1955) 
(C95tM71 4*0 The Big 
Land (1357) (78534321) 
545 Cinema Natan 
.6*0 The 


truth (8658741) ! 

’Showcase 

tLOO Raging 
?t (3984944) 12*5 
I Detectives 
12*0 Metical 
(6088071) LOO 
Justice Fies (6655242). 
2*0 Close. 

Sky One 
6*0 Hour of Power 
(89692) TOO What-a-Mess 
07M7) 7*0 Samurai 
Syber Squad (46654)8*0 
Orson and Olvia (T8073) 
8*0 Alen Fighters (68914) 
94)0 Simpsons (90586) 
9*0 Pokemon («7(M) 
10*0 Dream Team 


Learie CastieFord v 

Gateshead (41T944L 9*0 
Fond FootbaB Special 
(98654) 104M) Football 
League Review (91741) 
?LOO Spanish FootbaB 

S 12*0 Scperblkes 
2*0 Scottish 
(XJ242). 3*0 Ford 

hooibal special (95987) 

4*0 FootbaB League 
(61659) 5*0 Close. 

Sky Sports 2 
6*0 Vlfetereports Wbrtd 
(89450121 7*0 Aerobics 

1875) 7*0 World 
t Spatial (41239609. 
8*0 Soccer (1659960) 
TLOO Karate - 1SKA Karate 
1L30 World 


RwtbaJ (96673) 9*0 

rts (45627) 12*0 Ctosa 

UK Gold 

ssggwg™ 5 * 1 

W5288TI1 8*5 Biakes 
Seven (2997944)9*5 rv 
Who (67097673) HJ5 


-- — r 74)0 Rescue 
Double Bi (9574661) 

8*0 Ally McBeal ( 8108811 ) 
Jerry Springer Uncut 
f7277B87El) KL45 En»- 
tatement Now! (7291895) 
1LOO Sex Lite (360865^. 

12*0 Ctosa 

TNT 

9*0 Srttina Taraet 


UpThere 


Ctosa 


DaBas ^2917532) 14)5 
L- The Purple Plato 


Filbn: 


.34)0 
Si 5*0 
'(1682437) 


Ask the I 
64K) 

094296) 7J0s \, m: 

nsss% 




1) 


Seabeesp944) 
The Man 



TLOO Wresting 
I Kungni 


8*0 

Who Would Be King (1975) 
(83419925) 1035 Crimes 
and Msdemeanora (1989) 


, 12*0 Kuna' 

31) LOO Supernal 
”, 2*0 Beverfy W& 
90210 (24944) 3*0 VP 
i Space 

TheSmpscns 
6*0 The Stepsons 
^ 7*0 King of toe H# 
. 7*0 3(0 Rock 
. 8*0 Earth: Final 
: (7640) 9*0 The 


X Fites (56654) 104)0 
Uncovered 


Maml Uncovered (59731) 
1L00 South Park (26925) 
«*0 Hghbnder {93050) 


-™«. League 

Caitiff v Swansea 

P043321) 2*0 Footbal - 

Auto Windscreens Trophy 
Fteat (2388050) 4*0 

H0282Ml 8*0 Ford Golf 
USA (4019586) 1L00 NFL 
Europe Scotland v Rhein 
Fke (3673270) LOO Worto 
Wide Ffagby i 
34)0 Super Loaoje 
(1525426) 5*0Cbsa 
Sky Sports 3 
94)0 BasebaB 01411050) 

12*0 Fight Mght 
IgaOS) 2*0 Ifotors 

(67190215) 2*0 Cricket 
West hties v Au 3 trafa 
(75983559) 6*0 Scottish 
RxjtbaB Dundee v Rangere 
0319319^. 8*0 Cridtel 
Vlfest teties v AustraBa 

.**0 Irish 
- - r - - 0Bffi296) 

TLOO Waersoorts World 


federeehen. Pet 
^^^7?Wh) i > L00 h 

7*0 Shoppng (1796682) 


sSSKSgar 

* 6862 383LM5Ba-nL 

®BaSS?so 

Babatoos 


w.1^. 84)0 Caitou 
^Kh) 8*5 RoLa Dot 
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BBC CHOICE QGTIAL C*0' 

12J0 Oog ana Qawsa* {933056591 235 The 
Be (032307). X20 Staggers (63K475) 345 L 
and K Replay (1968017) 545 Batersea &3gs 
Home (9 06456) 545 Boners*# [Jogs' Horn 
19057271 645 fAKCti at tne Day Create (&34n04i 
6J0 no Per Gem (56084561 ZOO Pck of the 
Week (3S436272) 1145 Row 2 |5t491BSi 

Close. 

BBC HEWS 24 

6 X0 BB C News £33*901) 7M BSC News 
{155738^. *30 Taamg Movies 0569123) 84» 
Weekend 3* (44*2f59l 9X0 ESC News 
(4670562) MO Stragh! Talk 6094524). HXOO 
BBC News 0316611). 1030 LrfeWaicft («6W»a 
tlOO BBC r4ews twasawj. tL30 Simpsons 
World (4836543) tiLOO BSC News (4687098) 
12-30 Face m ttw Crowd (5098340) too BBC 
News (502612® 2-00 BBC News {3334534) 
2-30 Straight Taft. ^7B87?2) 34)0 BBC News 
(4S47E59) 44K J BBC News (4859494) 5410 BSC 
Nms (3337611) 64» BBC News (4769901) MO 
Score*™ (4750253) 74)0 BSC News {33383401 
730 Sco refine (4739765) {LOO BBC News 
{3354388V 8-30 Simpsons Wortd 038023) 
9-00 BBC News (4555678). MO Strain Tab 
ISCH8SM) WuOO BBC News (1666727) tOJO 
Talking Monies (467375) 1UXJ BBC News 
0566036) 12470 BBC News (42C470) t 2^0 
Seven Days (3997857) 1410 BBC News 
(7785687) 24)0 BBC Maws (6563925) 24)0 
Smpson's Wort) (65/5*0; 3-00 BSC News 
■8848012) 3-30 Sconce Review {6566012) 44)0 
BBC News (6567505) 44)0 Reporters (B849W1) 
84)0 BBC News (4407556) 530 - 64)0 
Straight Talk (422V199) 

BRAVO 

84)0 Martial Law (B6B123) S4M FHmr The 
Victim (1980) (8668332) 114)0 Fllnu Skrmy 
Tiger. Fany Drason f373aJ75) 14)0 Marud Law 
(6755298) ZjOO FBru The ViCtan {tsaOl 
(17B3234) 44)0 « 6410 FUm: Sunny Tiger. Rmy 
Dragon (9563296) 

BRAVO DIGITAL 
DM3JTAL ONLY FROM CNOON - 800PM 
124)0 Idenage fJbiam Hero Turtles (7Q296nj 
■ 12-30 UHmase ProiessionaJ WrestSng (5628494) 
100 Acapiico HEAT. 632234 9) 2-00 The 
Exnenwa IE7S3253) 2^0 "feenage Mutant Hero 
Turtles (1606017) 3-00 The Fa* Guy (1553273) 
44)0 Acapulco HEAT (1572307) 34)0 The 
Exnemsu 1678283®. 5-30 Utonoe Prafesssnal 
Wresting (*00333) 04)0 Tne Fat Guy (568318® 
74)0 Acapiico HEAT. 1360947® 8.00 Maraal 
Law (8618123) 9-00 FRm: Tne Vcnm (i960) 
(6688982) HOO FUm: Sknny Tget Fatty 
Dragon (9739475) 14)0 Martial Law (6755288) 
24M ram: The Victim (19801 (1769234) 44K) - 
64M FOnc Skmny Tiger. Fatly Dragon 
(9569296) 

CARLTON CINEMA 

74K) The Day They Gave Bates Away (1857] 
(881354®. 94)0 Summer Storm' (844) 001504) 
HOO The Baby and the Banashc (195® 
(9907531) UtO The Lady Vanishes 073) 
(9019920) 34)0 A Town Like Alice* (1956) 
MG39185) 54)0 Stagecoach* (S39) (46W2253). 
64S Fan Apache- (S4® (1403341® 94)0 
Better Oh Dead (198S) (8221340) 1100 The 
Delta Factor (07® ((63845® 100 Bettor Oh 
Dead (085) (4629709) 34)0 The Delta Factor 
(07® (140940) 5.00 - 74)0 Sunmer Storm* 
(0441(373289® 

CARLTON KIDS octal on* 

64)0 Up (or II (503949) 94)0 Tkiy Time 
14718562) 12.00 The Big Ccrrrty Couch 
(5581559) 1230 Swiss FamJy Rofanson 

(S63U40) 130 Braakais (9523056®. 3-40 
Herrys Cal (2825123) 44M Wt mi Gummdge 
(560905) A30 rtgh Five 08OS383) 54)0 Raw 
Replay (5562524) 74)0 Oose. 

CARLTON SELECT 

5.00 Whars Cookng? (B712S727> 5-30 Bykv 
Grove 04782369) 8-00 Byker Grove 0*772982) 
6J0 A Kind of Living (34796562). 7-00 Ftyng 
Start (67132291) 730 Beds of a Feather 
(247927)6) B4M Lovepy (930138® 94)0 St 
Ekawhera Weekend (93H62® 104)0 St 
Elsewhere (93H4611) tLQO St Bsewhere 
(46891456) 1 ZOO St Elsewhere (0324302) 100 
i (bUi'36750) 24)0 Clase. 

ZLTON WORLD DCTALOHy 

74M) Fair Cops (532967® 730 Flying Cops 
(5604030) 8.00 Coun TV (3486611) 94)0 The 
Verdcl 0403785) 900 Saco (5379814) 104)0 
Mndiuntars (558092® 1030 Fair Cops 

(556634® fLOO Court TV (902456) TLOO 
Close. 

CARTOON NETWORK 

64M The Tich«s (4893040) B-30 BHcy Bi 
IB22BM75) 7 jOO Tabffldga (46908716) 7 JO 
Looney Tunes (4668725$ ZJOO The Fowerpuft 
Grts (5S5063Q) 8-30 The Syfvestar and Tweety 
Mysteries (51559901) 94)0 Dextorh LatXBatory 
(5S40253) 9JO Ed. Edd W Eddy (76011388). 
104)0 Ccw and Chkdcan (62298727) -KL30 1 Am 
Weasel (5079765) «4NI Superman (43111658). 
U30 Batman {43H236®. 124)0 The FSntaones 
151560017). 12-30 Looney Tiaies (TSOBW) UOO 
Tom and Jerry (4ffl07017) 130 Scooby Doo 


1.35 :J 


BBC1 N IRELAND 
AS B8C1 ENGLAND EXCEPT) A40 Fnal 
Score (2888001) 54)0 Northern (retand Restits 
(8345253) 5^45 Newsfcw {703307) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

AS BBC1 ENGLAND EXCEPT: 4^40 

Altemoon Sponscene (392Q2S3) 540 Fresh 
Pnnce of M Ar (2162123) 5u«S Reporting 
ScottanO (703307) IOlAO Sportscena - Match of 
the Day (7450456) 

BBC1 WALES 

AS BBC1 ENGLAND EXCEPT) 4A0 Final 
Score 1260494^. 4^S Wates gn Sadiday - itw 
Results (6383534) 5*45 Vteles Today (703307) 

ANGLIA 

AS LMTT EXCEPT^ 12410 Stepping the World 
BOOT) LOS AngHa News and Wfeatw 
(6639307) L45 NBA 99 (691252^ SL20 F»n: 
Sfre Caine Mutiny: Thaie are tow ways of doing 
. eiga on board my sh©' says crazy Captain 


(760)4475) 24)0 Boetlejuco (67121185) 230 
■PtoMask (34797291) 34)0 2 Stupd Dogs 
(67133920) 3-30 Johnny Bravo (24709036) 44M 
The Sytvese and Tweety Mysaenes £4788543) 
4 JO DaflUffc Laboratory £4784777) 5-00 Ed. 
Edd "rV Eddy (67145765) 6JO Cow end Ctehen 
i2*7D8307) 6-00 Anlmaniacs (24798921^ 6JO 
The Firestones (2478S2721 7-00 Bosnian 

(57125901) 730 Superman (2478545$. 8-00 
Freataz&di {67vW49) BJQ The Real 
Adventms of Jenny Quest (571204 56) lm 
S cooby Doo (43135123) 030 Johnny Bravo 
(75095340) Kloo The Powerpuh Girts 
tSBfiraei 1030 Demers Laboratory (51570494) 
1100 Cow aid Cretan (43S6340) 1L30 I Am 
Whasal (E2X76T1) 12-00 Vtacky Races 
(4B904294 12J0 Top Cot £299444)^ too 

HeV tt 1 !. The Hivr Boar Bireh petiCM59) L3Q 
sw a Ko a (90154673) 24)0 The Tckngs 
(2901808) 2-30 Omer and the StarcMd 
£29020963) 34» Binky B4 P6H5963) £L30 
The FhNMs (2901015) 44)0 The TltJngs 
(290327081 4 JO lahaluga (56W6692) 54)0 

Omer and the StaieW {KC26760L sjo • 6.00 

The Mage Ftoundaboui (48905925) 

CHALLENGE TV 

S4K) The Games Roam (6007943) 549 Strfce it 
Lucky (1684751 L45 The Games Room 
(666307) 64)0 Famfy Fortines (3956) 6 JO The 
Games Room ( 307156 ) 6415 Candd Camera 
(75B09BL 7J5 The Games Room (427920) U5 
RoB with It* (379659) 7J5 The Crystal Maze 
675388) 94)0 The Games Room (5866 ID 945 
The Krypton Factor (4633201 9.4 S The Gomes 
Room (666949) «L00 Candd Camera (69659) 
10-30 Celebrity TV Bloopers (387475) 1 L 20 
DonT Feed me Gondolas 602123) 124)0 Carrol 
Knowledge ( 84234 ) LOO 3-2-1 (36321) 2.00 
Karaoke Chalengo (6S05) 2 JO Studs (40912) 
3-00 Sonply Irraoctde (27012) 3JO 
Blockbusters (64692) 44K) Soy the Ward 
(52857) 4 JO Ova Us a Due (287n) SJO - 
ZJOO Shopping with Screenshop (56234] 

CHALLENGE DIGITAL 

OCTAL ONiy FROM 600AM - 500PM 
6-00 Tahe a Letter (4504) 6JO Frttptm to One 
(55017) TOO Second Guess (84017) 740 A 
word n Your Ear (63524) 84)0 Trrvd Pursun 
1585431 8JO Gtortators 2000 (57814) 94)0 
Fifteen 10 One (71494) 9J0 Btochtxiarcrs 
(82098) 104)0 Concentration (46369) IOJO 
Soy the Wcrd (77E78L HOO Give Us a Ctoe 
(88123) 1UO Candd Camera (56524). 124>0 
Frheen 10 One &163C3 tZJO Farrrfy Fortunes 
(B68M) 100 Karaoke Challenge (83388) 130 
Say tne Word (85165) 24)0 Trrval Pursul (6727) 
230 Candd Camera (9307) 34W Gne Us a 
Clue (B562) 3-30 DonT Drink the Wear 0&») 
44)0 Lore at First Sight (8889) 4-30 Studs 
(9543) S4K) The Games Room (6007949) 5J5 
Strte it Lucky (768475) &45 The Games Room 
(668307) 64)0 Family Fortunes (3956) SJO The 
Games Room (907956) 645 Candd Camera 
(758096) 73S The Games Room (42792 0) 74S 
R 06 with It! (379659) 7J5 The Crystal Maze 
(57S388) 94)0 The Games Roam (5866H) 90S 
The Krypton Factor (463320) 9^45 The Games 
Room (668949) 104)0 Candid Camera (69659) 
1030 Celebrity TV Bloopers (38X75) tL20 
DonT Feed the Gondolas (532123) 124)0 Ctase. 
DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
44M> Weapons of Wtor (1545253) 5-00 
Battlefields (67N814) B4W Batieftads @816658) 
200 Lost Treasures ol the Ancient World 
(8612949) ZJOO Black Box (889836E* 930 
Ftghtjig the G- Force (8601833) 104)0 The FBI 
Fles (S60J920) 1LOO Dtecover Magazrw 
(3917272) 124)0 Battiehelds (5B564S] LOO 
Banletieids (675H70)24M Ctoae. 

DISCOVERY DIGITAL 

DIGITAL OMY FROM 800AM - 400PM 
84)0 Solar Empra (B9806t1) 930 TWo Mute 
Iteming (73540T7) 104M) Science Froroers 
(301654^ 114)0 Fist FSghts (1554801) H30 
First Fights (1555630) 12 30 The Easy Riders 
(5810475) LOO Seawngs £829123) 230 The 
Spedafsts £367830) 330 Disaster (6783562) 
200 Disaster (1614036) 44)0 Vtaapons 0 * Iter 
(1545253) S4K> Ba M te f wId a (67X814) 630 
Battielieids (5816650) 730 Lost Treasures of the 
Ancient Wbrld (8612949) B4M Black Box 
(889836^ 930 Fighting the G-Force 0601833) 
10-00 The FBI Fies (8604020) ff4M Discover 
Magazine (3917272) 1200 Batttefeids (6956418) 
LOO Battlefields (6751470) 230 Close. 
DISCOVERY HOME & LEISURE 

DIGITAL OMY FROM 400PM • 12MDNGHT 
630 Gaidan Rescue (7345369) BJO Garden 
Rescue (5302949) 730 Tool Tine (3905334) 

7 JO These For WUs (3927656) 84)0 G*rxne 
Shelter (7939096) 8JO Wtaod Wizard (7933360) 
SjOO Go Frtiteg WUrpaol Mage (7952949) 9JO 
Hooked on Fhfxng §5897534) «LOO Charts 
West Fishing (53889DT) «JO Salmon Run with 
Jack Charlton (77420543) 9L55 The Home & 
Leave House (84828949) HOO Time Team 
(3836307) 124)0 Antiques Trai (7932185) 12JO 
Routes (5881340) LOO Dporstep DfY (3930123) 
L30 Or House Drnvn Under {58806TI) 230 A 
Vlteekendh Wlork (6771727) 2JO Ov House 
(1602291) 3 30 Twoh Country (B7B3S62) 3J0 
Time Traveler (ffivt036) 44)0 Ctosa 


PICK OF THE DAY 


Queeg The njya way, the wrong way, me Navy 
way and my way* The dazed crew of wartime 
mmesweeper Cakie find a fifth way - the hard 
way. repressive screen treatment of Herman 
Woukh best-seller, domto^d by a sty 
performance from Hunyfrey Bogart as the 
paranoid skipper. Wfm van Johnsoa Fred 
MacfAmay, Jose Ferrer. EGl Marshal. 

(29047814) 5JH Angle News and ft»rl 
(7225384) 3>25 Box Office Amenca (82783760) 
3-5S World Fbcetw* (93204673) 4-20 CD UK 
(79260tg. S4S ITV Nghiscrewi (9519M1) 
CENTRAL 

AS LWT EXCEPT: 12-30 Eastern Mx (20611) 
L09 Central New® and VWathar (15639307) 

245 The Cosby Mystenes (528810. 3^0 
TimeCop (7000104) 333 Central News, Whather 
and Gods Extra (7225384) B.OO News; Weather 
(B2630) 420 Jobhnder (3725645) 54)0 
Spoffight Asia (57128) 


MIKE M\ r ERS was once a bumble 
TV presenter. Now he is the 
creator of such mega-hit comedies 
as Austin Powers: Internat- 
ional Man of Mystery (8pm Shy 
Premier, right), a spoof of 1960s 
spy capers. The premise of this 
satellite premiere is that secret 
agent Powers has been frozen in 
time. When be is reanimated in 
the present day, he is still saddled 
with his outmoded Sixties atti- 
tudes. Elizabeth Hurley provides 
sparky support as his sidekick. 


If you’re spending Saturday 
night in, you could do a lot worse 
than passing it in the company of 
Martin Scorsese. Sky Movieraax's 
evening dedicated to bis work 
kicks off with The King of 
Comedy (8pm), a devastating 
black comedy about the nature 
of celebrity. It continues with a 
profile of the film-raakec Cutting 
Edge Special (9.-)5pm>, and a 
screening of his scary remake of 

Cape Pear 110.15pm). 

JAMES RAMPTON 



DISNEY CHANNEL 

LOO Gum Bears (9S0B8W1 B.25 CUs»C 
Toons 19469307) 64)5 tate^pn (8053340) 74JO 
Ctes&ac loom (192JK50) no MadOn - toe Senes 
(5730814) 735 101 Dalmatians (319291) ZJOO 
The Little Mermaid (2649755) 84)5 Classic 
Toons (1776309) B30 Hercules - toe Senes 
(44340) 9-00 An Attack (2008901) 3415 Doug 
(942T123) 104)0 Recess (6846369) 1 045 

Pepper Am (6850920) 1030 Ned* Newt 
(64D4) ILOO Smart Guy (829491. 1L30 Teon 
Angel (6367B) 124)0 Boy Meets World (55456) 
12.30 Bremer ly Love 173340) LOO Dinosaurs 
(70814) L30 Amung Annals (456811231 L5S 
Winree me Pooh (62160494) 240 Bite See 
IIMrOM 220 Bear n toe Big Shre House 
(60608833) 243 wnme toe Pooh (9667663) 
330 The Little Mermad 12388) 3-30 GoC * 
Troop (8678) 44K) 101 Dalmaiians p«£) 430 
Hecates • toe Senes (3368) 500 Crash Zone 
(7833) 5-30 Smart Guy (7949) 630 Teen Angel 
(7562) 630 Boy Meets World (8814) 730 FOm: 
Splosn (S84) (20622982) MS Honey. I Srvunk 
toe Kids (124746) 94M Onosours (93104) KLOO 
Home improremoni (56185) 70410 The Vltonder 
Years (65833) ILOO Dr Qum. Medane Woman 
(625272) 1L50 toons (155253) 124)0 Close. 
EUROSPORT 

B-OO Motorcjcteg 190421562) 935 terns 
(39823678) ILOO MotorcycSng (74769) LOO 
Terns (148920) 3-30 SuperbAe (9G01) 4-30 
waghtlftteg 180756534) 645 Motorcycing 
(177982) 730 Wbigritkliing (99340) 94M Martal 
Arts (61929 ILOO MmorcyCkng (95524) 1230 
Sop e/Wte (22470) LOO Ctose. 34M) SuperMte 
(43895) *30 - 84)0 Motorcyckrg (2364012) 

FILMFOUR 

6-00 MoUe Potce Patiabor toe Movie (869) 
(73364814) Z45 Tramspotter (8804104) 030 
Worl (1994) (39348123) KUO Heorerty Creature 
(1994) (3736562) 1L55 Meei tfia Feefcles 119891 
(3730017) L30 Bad Taste (1988) (2627499) 34» 
Bramctead C«9 2) (1469692) 4^0 - 6-00 Space 
Master X-7* 0957] (5764760) 

FOX KIDS 

6-00 Adventues at Dodo (68432659) 605 
Masked Rider 150133540) 6JO Beetieborgs 
Metaix (53245104) 6^5 Rower Rangers Turbo 
(7729776) 745 Siver Surfer (577812 3 ) UO 
Mortal Komba (1406630) &35 Mow^: The New 
Adrerarees d toe Jun^e Book (5060543) 930 
Goasebunf* (8005833) 9 l 25 Eerie Intend-' the 
Other Dimension (B084340) 9-50 Home to Rem 
(8568543) KLOO Sam end Max (4865819) 
1025 Mad Jack the Pirate (2t34«4) «L50 The 
Secret Fites of toe Spy Dogs (34300272) ILOO 
Lite with loue (407S122) 1L25 Demis and 
Gnasher (78457543) fL50 Its Ytxx Cal: 
Goosetxxrps or Earie totera: The Otter 
Dimension (65018307) LS5 The tocxedble Hulk 
(65527562) 2.20 Iron Mon (620522531 2-45 
Fantastc Four (1373658) 3J0 The X Men 
(888554^. X90 Fox Ktes XprBSS (9236217) 33S 
Spiderman 15838253) 430 Gooseiximps 
(1849534) 4-25 Efim Indiana: the Other 
Dtotensnn (9946017) 4^0 Casper (5923494) 
5-00 Demis and Greeter (5307456) 330 Ace 
Ventura (5825123) 6X0 Donkey Kong Country 
(5622038) 6 30 Eek>st73VSgBnza @959494) 
6X5 Oggy and tile Codooaches (8485093) 
7X0 Ctase. 

GRANADA PLUS 

6X0 Hart to Hart (6722036) 7X0 Boots* and 
Snudge (1629494) 7X0 Thart My Boy (1608901) 
8X0 Vtaktorag (1947272) 6X0 Bowler (19465*3) 
•00 The Awngers (9419949) 10X0 The 
Persuaders (160465) ILOO Man m a SUtcaae 
(163494% 12X0 Rdders Three (T95765P) 12X0 
Emmerdale (7535388) 3X0 Bonanza (4734543) 
4X0 The Hgh Qeparral (4753678) 5X0 Hawai 
Ftve-O (67C982) 6X0 The Ftereuaders (5183765) 
700 The /Wengers (7158340) 8X0 The 


Advwitures of Sherlock Holmes (7174333) 9X0 
Ono More Audience with Dame edna (7i5453t) 
10X0 Franue Howcrd Strkes Agan n95833S) 
1030 Donny Botor On. (1967036) ILOO As 

Granada Men & Motors ini 2H0am (97S754J) 
2X0 Close. 

HISTORY CHANNEL 

4X0 Urecrvod Mysteries ol WorU War D 
(3433017) 4X0 Unsolved Mysterws ol Vfcnd 
w Hr 11 (3482901) 5X0 Unsolved Mystery ol 
world Iter a 12208611) 5X0 Unsolved Mysteries 
01 world war 0 (34732531 6X0 Unsolved 
Mysteries o’ World War U (34034941 6X0 
Unsolved Mystenes ol world Iter 0 
200 Bograftoy Premtere Pamela Hamman 
(896 5765) 8X0 Oose 
ITV 2 Digital Of *y 

9-25 Videotech (4945456) 9X5 Spon r Acuon 
(3238348) KLOO Board Wto (79098) 10X0 
l<£A 99 Minnesota Timberwohros v Detroit Patens 
(64123) nxo Futool Man Oral Q2920) 12X0 Top 
Ten of Everymng (3m09Sl 12X0 ttxncanes 
18071017) 12X0 The Adventures ct Cactaci 
Pugwash (76877833) 1X0 Out of &ght (16017) 
1X0 BrOam Creatures (10065271) L45 Its a 
Mystery (67751253) 2X5 The Scoop (81T952S3) 
2X0 I IS a Mystery (2732659) 2X5 Football First 
(76931253) 5X0 NBA 99 (9901) 6X0 WA 99 
Boston Cebss v Worm Heat F79011 7X0 
Survival SpectaJ 157727) 6X0 to the Wild 
(6W7^ 9X0 Feisty Women: RL Mayan Presents 
t>66H) KLOO Clive James Meets toe 
Supermodete (56098) ILOO Double Bd) (946781 
1X0 The Haunted Fentank (90944) L30 NBA 
Action (37963) 2X0 Close 

LIVING 

6X0 Can) Cook. Wont Cook (7309727) 6X0 
Animal Rescue (100354$ 7X0 Bug Alert 
(6895611) 7X5 Caiou (1667949) 7X0 Poha Del 
Shorts (4071949) 7X0 Johnson and Fhends 
0640340) 7X0 Babaioos (497035) 7X5 

Practical Parenting (4979456) 8X0 X) pkjs 2 
(9123681) BJO fry and Crew 38 (9085727) 805 
Try Tales (9238054) 8X5 My ZOO (6173366) 
8X5 Tiny and Crew (7168659) 8X0 Practical 
Parenting (9326272) 9X0 The Heal is On 
0193123) 9X0 Cant Cook. Wont Cook 

(3771307) KLOO Home and Away (3*88949) 

12X0 Film: A Letter to Three Wives (19851 
(87287678) 2X0 Flm The Setting Son (838) 
(6831291) 4JQ The Roseame Shaw ttgtife£«is 
(69242098) 4X0 Marry Ptveh Doitole Bi 
(55800814) 6X0 Mchwi Cole Double B8 
©6900494) 8X0 Aly McSeaJ (3530229) 9X0 
Jerry Springer Uncut (7270904) KL45 

Entertatoment No w* (7284123) 11X0 Se> Life 
Down Linder (3631982) 12X0 Close. 

MTV 

6X0 Mad lor kite (822765) 9X0 MTV Byte see 
(23902) KLOO MTV& European top 20 (97920) 
12X0 MTV News Weekend Ertuon (60388) 
12X0 Say Wtot? (88272) LOO Total Request 
(83727) 2X0 The Lick R S B Chan (49456) 
3X0 MTV Bvteste 169098) 4X0 Select MTV 
(1036) 6X0 News Weekend Edtocn (3494) 6X0 
MTV Live (37*6) 7X0 MTV Megamx (13307) 
8X0 Dance Floor Chan (99727) 9X0 Movie 
Speoaf: The Faculty (12861) KLOO Satixday 
Mght Music Mk (12678) 11X0 The Gnnd Double 
BI (95123) 12X0 brand: new (96692) LOO 
Satteday Mtfn Musk: lib (64031) 3X0 Cn8 Out 
Zone (291661 5X0 - 8X0 hkght Voeos (5869 2 ) 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7X0 freeze Frame • an Arcnc Adventure 
(5310920) 7X0 Fktol from toe \tolcano 
(5602272) 8X0 Land ol toe Anaconda 
(3*04253) 9X0 Natural &^rn K*ers (3*0*017) 
KLOO Ladolh - toe Desen n toe Sky (2407104) 
ILOO Ktenan - me Strange Sea 01 ol the 
Kingdom ol Nepal (3473534) 11X0 Borneo - 
beyond toe Grave (6727098) 12X0 Source of 
the Mekong 1*4307601 1X0 Close 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
DIGITAL 

DIGITAL ONLV FROM ItOOAM • 730PM XS> 
100A.M - 50 CAM 

11X0 The Father of Camels (3463*3) tlXO 
6 eeman (3*82272) 12X0 The Shark Re s 
5376727) 1X0 Inaacto - Stent Fanners 

(91239*9) 1X0 Resplendom ae (53E92911 2X0 
King Koala 16722543) 3.00 Ivory Pegs (3493388) 
4X0 Greed. Gins ana W, utile ,34051231 5X0 
The Shark FBes (53S291) 6X0 King Koala 
(S3656T1) 7X0 Freeze Frame - an A.-ctic 
Adventure (53t092fli 7X0 F*gr.r from the 
Vcfcana (5802272) 8X0 Land ?! toe Anaconda 
(2ie425J> 9X0 Natural Bom KSers (3*0*017) 
10X0 Ladakh - toe Desert n the Sky (2*37*04) 
ILOO Kuman . the Strange Secret cf tne 
Kingdom ol Nepal 134735**) HXO Borneo ■ 
bovond toe Grave (6727093. 12X0 Source of 
me Mekong (**3CT60l LOO Maura: 5om Kbers. 
(52377*1) 2X0 Ladaw* - the Desert tri me Sky 
(*2291661 3X0 Kuman • the Strong? Secret of 
the KngOam ol Nepal (?2599*2t 3X0 Borneo - 
beyond the Grave (878i9**l 4X0 Source of (he 
Mekong (3918296) 5X0 Ctose 

NICKELODEON 

7X0 Rugras Weokend t*86W*i tXO Rugra^ 
V/eekend (9183123) 7X0 Close. 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 
CHANNEL 

7X0 Ctoetess (85*3) 7X0 Carcine to toe Crty 
(1982) 8X0 Mad about You (7291) 8X0 Spin 
City (3093) 9X0 Cheers (33659) 9X0 Cheers 
164678) KLOO Cheers (27659) KL30 Cheers 
(363071 ILOO rraswf (3810*) HXO Whose Line 
Is it Anyway" (738M) 12X0 FBne 

Jabberwocky (1977) (31128) 2X0 Aknost Perfect 
(12215) 2X0 Tbs and Fbs (24050) 3X0 Mcrk 
and Mndy (05012) 3X0 Action 6 Costedo 
H53021 4X0 Ctosft 

SKY BOX OFFICE 1 

12X0 Mortal KombaE Annto&ocr* (1997) 
(4410050) 2X0 Mortal Kombat: AnnihAaDon 
(6075789) 4X0 - 6X0 Mortal KombaC 
AnnMa&on (6563769) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 2 

6X0 Sphere (1997) (2548500) 8X0 Sphere 
(3333663) ILOO Close. 7X0 Sphere (25*3098) 
9X0 Sphere (4402833) 12X0 Close. 

SKY BOX OFFICE 3 

6X0 Mousehunt (1997] (65*Eh(K) 8X0 

Mousehteit (19971 (3313524) KLOO Mousehunt 
0997) (5014368) 12X0 Mousehunt (1997) 

(3336*75) 2X0 Mousehunt (1997] <2*6103 6) 
4X0 Mousehunt (1997) (3357=75) 6X0 

Mousehunt (¥97) (2441272) 8X0 MousehteV 
(097) (3453017) 10X0 Mousehunt (1997) 

1*839630) 12X0 Mcusetant (1997) (*4«K>0) 
2X0 Mousefurt (1997) {6075789; 4X0 ■ B-OO 
Mousetnnt (397) (65837S3) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 4 

8X0 Hard Ram (1997) (2*53017) KLOO Hard 
Ram (1997) (4839630) 12X0 Close. 4X0 - 
6X0 Hard Rato (B97) (6583789) 

SKY PREMIER 

6X0 Green Card (1990) (20384). 8X0 Wtenors of 
Virtue (1997) @0949) KLOO Batman and Robn 
(037) (85291) 12X0 Green Card (B90) (33272) 
2X0 Heio Again 0987] <296670. 3-45 Warrens 
at Virtue p&97) £36388) 5X0 Batman and Robm 
0997) (48504) 7X0 p:revww (*67H) 8X0 Austin 
Powers, international Man ol Mystery (S97) 
09543) See Pck cf toe Day. KLOO DeviS Own 

0997) (75007) 1L55 Ghost and toe Darkness 
0996) (7562721 L4S Stenmer d Fear (096) 
(801673) 3X0 - 6X0 BLe Heal 099C1 (K267708) 
SKY MOVIEMAX 

ZOO aoeboard Academy 0997) (7338^ 9X0 
Playng to Win 0997) (325*^ ILOO Cab to Canada 

0998) (15727) 1X0 SnoiiOoani Academy (097) 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


HTV WALES 

AS LOTT EXCEPT: 12X0 Movies. Gomes and 
Videos BOOT) 105 HTV News (15639307) 245 
Pirate TV Two fnends embark on a jotmey 
around Britan's best adventure sports locations 
in an attempt a sating up the* own television 
sacon The week, toe duo are n Los Angeles a 
the biggest SK8 park n the world. (334307) 
2X5 Warner Brothers Cartoon (516*6T) 2X5 
Arndt Action adventure senes about a tn-tech 
hefceptar and its heroic pfct Locke becomes 
the ofaieci of a pkMio steal Air*«ll after a 
physaaan success) LCy conducts bran implant 
surgery wtwto controls tvs thoughts and actions 
(6060902) 3X0 TvneCop (7000104) 5X5 HTV 
Wales News and Sports Results (7225384) 3X5 


Bo* 01(«e Amerca (62703760) 3X5 World 
Footbeh (9629*673) 4X0 CD UK (792WC) 

SJ5 ITV N^hscreen (95 Wi) 

HTV WEST 

AS HTV WALES EXCEPT) 12X0 Bfassed 
Out Senes m whch members ol the public ger a 
chance ro prove themsehres r toe media In this 
edition, three more people compete to present 
toe neat programme wnh Vanessa Bewtey and 
Simon krvgtTL And a y'ung gto is transported 
mo a car loon, lo find cut how they are made. 
00611) 235 Mowet. Games and Videos 
133*307) 2-4 S Pirate TV (333678) 345 Warner 
Brottwn, Cartoon 16678562). 3X5 Dtoosaurs 
(5693833) 5X5 HTV West News and Sports 
Resets (722S384I 


MERIDIAN 

AS LWT EXCEPT; 12-30 Pier Pressure The 
programme to et presents the arts from a 
youthful pomt ol v»w. with test-moving, up-to- 
toe-tisrute r^orts on top bands, events ar-d 
trends (206TT) LOS Mendbn News and Vteatner 
(15639307) L45 NBA 99 (6512524) 2-20 Fkn: 
The Cone Mutiny 1292*781*) SX5 Mendian 
News an d Weather (7225384) 3-25 Box Office 
America 132783760) 3X5 World Football 
1 9629*673i 4^0 CD UK (7326012) 5.15 ITV 
tifctotscreen I95«7to) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

AS LWT EXCEPT 12X0 Mow.es, Games and 
Videos (2061ft L05 Wesicountry News 
06639307) 245 Fdm- Father Came Toa Stanley 


j*365S> 300 Pteyng o W0 (897) (J84^ 5X0 
Cate to Canada 1899) (329BE) ZOO IK Tcp Ten 
(2229) Z30 Acaon Heroes (603^. 8X0 The K«g 
of Comedy {S63 (8954036) See P& or me Day. 
9u«5 Cutting Edge Special (SS30I7) See P& 
too Day KUS Cape Fear P99i) ®375t27a See 
nckoftoeOay 12-2fi Whos That Knocking es My 
□ore?" (868} 533654) 200 Afce Doesrt Lnre 
Here Anymore (8sg e67D79) 3L55 - 6X0 To Sr. 
•01 LdW I (8951 16360*566) 

SKY CINEMA 

-RXO The Big Sfcy* pssg (53*3630) 1X0 The 
Disorderly O0ody (864) (99537253) 2X5 Call 
Northsiae 777- (848) 01387785) 4X0 To Each 
rts Own 09*6) (5362765) bjo The Magnificat 
Ambereons* (©42) 169^727) 8X0 Rebecca* 
(B40) (834*2253) KU5 Sex and the Singte Girt 
IWI 08328 33) 1240 The Three Faces of Eve 
(©57) (SW7D81 L45 Cai htortnsde 777* ft9*8) 
16220012) 340 Held Reserve* f©*4) 

(*7391654) 5X5 Ctose 

SKY ONE 

ZOO Wfhat-a-Mess (820361 730 Sarreial Syfcar 
Squad (615*3) 8X0 Smbad (63*9*) 9X0 The 
Svrpsons (S6te5) 930 Pokemon (B0017) KLOO 
Shadow Raiders (37098) 10X0 Godzfta (42369) 
ILOO Wresting (702911 12X0 Wresting 

(633*0) 1X0 Tne New Adventures of Supermen 
(5 3 383) 2X0 Americas Dumbest Cmwtate 
1*185). 230 Pokemon 1*829 3X0 GodZAa 
( 6 920) 030 Shadow Raiders (5920) 4X0 Star 
Trek: De ep Spa ce Nne (94433) 5X0 Star Trek. 
Voyager (7272) 6X0 VP (6952*) 7X0 Xana - 
Wamor Princess (1336$ 8X0 Dating HfiO 
(22017) 8X0 FUm: Sky One Special Feature: 
Strpes (1961) (26104) ILOO JAG 168*56) 12X0 
SnowbC: Weekly (KM47) 1230 UnsGfvsd 

Mystenes (33*6) L30 The EreaortSnary 

(33878)230-6X0 Long Play (2050079) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

8X0 Hold toe Bade Page (66643) 7X0 Sky 
sports Centre (964751 8X0 Aerctecs • Oz Siyte 
fB90ft 830 Racing News ll7272r 9X0 Super 
League Matte* v Wigan (81932) KLOO Austrakan 
Rugny League Parramona v MeBxxme (55S20) 
12X0 Gfleite Soccer Saturday (30125*3) 5X0 
Bobby Charltons Fooibal Scrapbook (7*833) 
7X0 Basketoaf Play-off (77712) 9X0 Saturday 
right Ngm 1*352*1 HOO Karate - SKA Karate 
(30562) 1130 Sports Auction (75272) 12X0 
Sparwn Fooibal (33586) 2X0 Sadng (14673) 
230 Supernotes (36944) 4X0 Rugby Urwan 
Update (37383) 530 • 730 Super Okas (36166) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

6X0 Sports Unarmed (8978340) 7X0 Aerobics 
- Oz Style (9373663) 730 Racing News 
(6323348) 8X0 Soccer AM (5732185} 12X0 
Austraian Rules Fooibal (3083949) 2X0 Ftigby 
Urticn (2328679). 430 Sports Auction (3019369) 
5X0 T3bte Terns (5760185) 6X0 Basebal Ma* 
13023562) 630 Argby Union Update 18986369) 
8X0 Ford Gotl USA (4042814) ILOO Ford Golf 
USA: 1939 PGA Servers Champlcnsfte (2317581 
LOO Motor League Baseba) - Game ot the Week 
(6436876) 4X0 - 6X0 Fight TsCght (4935437) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

12X0 Max Fewer (7E003369) 1X0 Basebal 
Max (46909475) 130 Cricket (89559307) 730 
international Cricket West takes v Austrafa 
(96139659 ) KL30 Max Pouter (58752185) t!_30 
Rebel Sports (6236369) 12X0 Close. 

TNT CLASSIC MOVIES 

630 The VPs 11963) (5*756096) 830 Father of 
toe Bride* (1950) (31730272) KUS Naptunei 
Daughter (19*3) (70139014) 12X0 Susan and 
God- (1940) (6226129ft 2X0 Bed Day at Bta* 
Rock (1955) (90188830) 330 Girt Glory (1957) 
(45TH901) 5X0 The VPS (1963) (5154S82) 7X0 
It Happened at the World* Far (1963) (46988982) 
9X0 Brass Tar gel (1978) (B9007253) TU5 Tdu. 
Tck_ Tick (197(5 (97963253) US Cod Breeze 
(1972) (7190871) 3X0 Brass Targe: (®7B) 
(84453321) 5X0 - 630 Invasion Quarter (1961) 
(307C7706) 

TROUBLE 

7X0 USA Ugh (3935678) 730 USA high 
(394*05) &0O B tea (7926524) 830 Momes. 
Games and Videos (7958123) 9X0 Sweet valey 
High (7949475) 930 Sweet vsiey high 
(5834673) KLOO Fresh Prince ol Bel Air 
(5380727) KL30 Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
(2056494) 1130 to the House (659456) 1200 
Weed Soence (7929611) 1230 Weed Science 
(582849*) LOO Heartbreak high (5823949) 
2X0 Blast (6788253) 230 Fresh Praia of Bel 
Ax (1606017) 3X0 Fresh Prince ol Bel Ax 
16787388} 330 Rush CfciteiriB (34065001) 3X5 
Sugart Real Life Stones (64060456) 4X0 In the 
House <1697369) 430 In toe House (*362531 
5X0 VUBxd Science (0782633) 3-30 Wexd 
Science (1600033) 6X0 Heartbreak 
(5803185) 7X0 USA Hgh (6779369) 730 USA 
(16BT982) OOO Ctose. 

TROUBLE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL 0M7 FROM 600AM - 700AM AM) 
aOOPM - 12MDNK3HT 

6X0 No Naked Flames (7365123} 630 On the 
Mata (47395494) 6.45 Its xi toe Jeans 
(224069*9) 7X0 USA 0935678) 730 USA 
High (3914185) 8X0 Biasl (7926534) 830 


Baxter and SaBy Smith as nevriywds with an 
overbeanng father. Fitful farce with James 
Robertson Justice. Lesie Phffips. Rome Barker. 
(91*562) 3-5S TimeCop (73319*9) 5X5 
WestoOixitry News (7225384) 335 Bax Ottice 
Amenca (02783760) 3-55 World Foctbal 
(96294673) 430 CD UK (7926012) 545 ITV 
Mghtscreen (95197*1) 

YORKSHIRE 

AS LWT EXCEPT: 12.30 Dxxboixs Sitcom 
about toe Sxtdaks. a (arrriy ol cnrlsed Ctoosaus 
m pretest aric tones Wesayso 1 ? creed and Earfs 
naivete threaten the ttenseurs' aostence. ( 20611 ) 
1X5 Calendar News and Wfedftsr (15639307) 
5X5 Calendar News and Wfealher (8927348) 
540 Goals Extra (5325D4) 

TYNE TEES 

AS VD1HCSHIRE EXCEPT^ L05 North East 
News (15639307) 5X5 North East News and 
Weather (8927348) 540 FuBTime (532510*) 


Movies. Games and Videos (79SSi23v 8X0 
Sweei VaDcy Mg^i (79*9475) 930 Swea VaSey 
High (5824673) KLOO Fresh Priitt of Bel Arr 
15380727) 1030 Fresh Prince of Bd Mr 
120584 9*1 1L30 In too House (1559456) 12X0 
Wfexd Scfence (7929611) 1230 WBrd Science 
(5623*9*1 1X0 Heartbreak rtgfi (5323949) 
2X0 Btest (6763253) 230 Fresh Prince of Bel 
Ax (1606017) 3X0 Fresh Prince of Bd Ax 
(6757382) 330 Arsh Ctmfcang (64065901) 3L45 
Sugars Real Life Stones 16*060*5 6) 4X0 In the 
House 0697369) 43o in the House 0086^3) 
5X0 Were Soence I6782B33) 530 Weed 
Science (1600833) 6X0 Heartbreak Ugh 
(5803185) 7X0 USA high (6779369) 730 USA 
High IK 87962) 8X0 flush CSrrtsng (4652017) 
845 Sugars Real Ufe Stones W34Q2T2) 830 
On toe Ma)e (266061ft 8X5 n», m toa Jeans 
12683562) OOO No Naked Femes 1860565* 
KLOO USA higti (79203*4 M USA Hgfl 
(7946388) fLOO Heartbreak Hgh (391X981 
12X0 Oose. 

UK ARENA 

3X0 The FirsL toe Last, My Everytteng (3630) 
330 The Arena WO I99E01 4.00 Later on N«k 
Lowo, Xnmy Webb and Chip Taylor - in toe 
Bound (4731727) 430 One Irish Rover (6711671) 
640 Motown Live (85C675L 7X5 The Mavericks - 
Raw (971920) 8X0 Arena People John Wayne 
16765) 9X0 Rfttfioskxi (95901) 10X0 FBm: Ed 
wood* (S9*l 179207746V 1230 The Mavericks - 
Raw 06293021 145 Rhreskm (196J&251 240 
John Wayne (9850050) 3X0 Oose. 

UK GOLD 

7X0 Angets B90D362) 730 Ne^ttoours 

Omnfcus (79919291) 935 DaSas Omnteus 
(512930981 1240 EastEnders Omnbus 

(7136*123) 3X0 The B4 OmteSus (592579*) 
530 Butterflies (24326m 640 Film: Bugsy 
Malone (1976) (5313681*) 8X0 What a Carry On! 
(67939*3) 830 More SpeoaDy Selected Canned 
Canott (9172098) 935 The Thn Blue Lr* 
(5842123) KL05 Red Dwarf VI *4357*9*) KL45 
Monty Pythons Ftyxig Cxcus (3CCB43V 1135 
Uve at Jongtnxs 1 19975 *3) 12X0 FBra: 
Capncam One (19781 >16273673) 240 Rock Goes 
to College (200 1079) 3X0 - 7X0 Shopping with 
Screenshop (34*7370) 

UK HORIZONS 

7X0 Get Going [B32B4751 9.00 Typhoto Mary 
12320320) 10X0 t-knger Strike - a Hidden 
history (8807932) 11X0 Top Gear GTi (8627746) 
12X0 Tomorrows W<»ld Plus (6661920) 1X0 
Great Radway Journeys (86*73*0) 2X0 

Kingdom of toe Ice Bear toe Final Chalenge 
19011388) 3X0 Pntt Marten ■ Sprit ot toe Mtood 
(493002) 330 Orang-Utans.. OUl on a Lnfe 
(90*15841 4.00 Lite on Earth (6384*94) 5X0 
Aranol Hospital (5*86*97) 530 Robot Viters 
(9073123} 8X0 Cokrmbus and toe Age of 
Discovery (8667104) 7X0 Emerging Viruses 
(8257765) 8X0 Kjfing lor a Living <8233185) 
9X0 Arpart 1 63206781 930 Lous T heroin s 
Weird Weekends (1896388) KL30 Top Gear GTi 
(1270272) 1130 Sriisticn Vacant H160123) 1245 
Sifuatiai Vacant (7537334) 1X0 Dose 

UK STYLE 

7X0 The Ar Show (BB7B49) 730 Coast to 
Coast (880456) 8X0 Country Tracks (2173836) 
830 Talas from toe Rrverbank (2172104) 9X0 A 
Golfer* Travels (2163456) 930 How Does Your 
Garden Grow 9 (3746098) 1030 Gordenrig 
Ne0toCMfs (21523*0) ILOO The Bower Show 
(6302272) 1130 Growng Pitres (6303901) 
12X0 Peter Seabroofrfe Gardening Week 
(2178920) 1230 Gardeners' World (88515*3) 
1X0 The Air Show (B823920) 130 Coast to 
Coast (B650BM) 2X0 Country Hacks (1686235) 
230 Tales from toe FbverbarL (9071765) 3X0 A 
Golfer's Travels (2131320) 330 How Does Your 
Garden Grow? (3759562) 430 Gerderwig 
Neighbours (905001) 5X0 The Flower Show 
(3886415) 530 Growng Placer: (9042253) 5X0 
Peter SeabrookS Gerdenng Week (B072494) 
630 Gardeners' World (9063746) 7X0 The Ar 
Show (7088271) 730 Coast to Coast (9052630) 
8X0 Country Tracks (7286*791 830 Tales from 
toe Hverbank (2036775) 9-00 A Goffer* Travels 
(6322036) 930 How Does You Garden Grow? 
(18367*6) KLOO Gardening Neighbors 
(2160369) ILOO The Flower Show (6394253) 
1130 Growing Places (900001) 12X0 Peter 
Seabroakfc Gardening Week (4720906) 1230 
Gardeners' Warid (229706) LOO Close 

VH-1 

6X0 Divas Weekend (58845678) 9-00 Greatest 
Fits csL. Madonna (90567634 KLOO Something 
lor the Weekend r New York (478*8090) 11X0 
VH-1 Classic 80s Chart (47851562) 12X0 Divas 
Weekend (0009123) LOO Greatest hits oL 
Divas 147862678) L30 Pop-Up Video: Women 
Rna Special (0096659) 2X0 Divas Wentand 
(75666088) 3X0 The VH-1 Atoum Chari Show 
(17458291) 4X0 VH-1 Divas Live 88 (86Z72123) 
6X0 Drvas Live '99 Preview Show (S005307) 
7X0 VH-1 Divas Uve '99! (470*354 3) 9X0 The 
Kata and Jorro Show (33335017) KLOO Divas 
Weekend (9333810*) ttOO VH -1 Spice 
(*78*9727) 12X0 MUreghl Special (9055*166) 
1230 Pop-Up Video: Women FVsl Spebnl 
(2H397B0) 1X0 VH-1 Divas Live 99' (95909789) 
000-6X0 VH-1 Late SMt (9798*215) 


S4C 

AS CHANNEL 4 EXCEPT) 5X5 Newyddon 
(41070814) 540 Y Owb Rygbi Cardiff lake on 
Uana e in tne semi-final of the SWALEC Cup 
(37982*56) 7X5 Newyddron a Chwaraeon 
(6882605) LOO Uwyfan (*60852*) 830 D*yn 
Ddoe: Raul Robesoa Drama documentary about 
actor, wiger and campaigner Pad Robeson and 
hfe ratetiorshp with toe meters of south Wales. 
(41527659) 9X0 Dan yr Wyneb (69827009) 
935 NYPD BUb Simone s ad muted to hospital 
when he wperlences laboured breathing and 
weakness The squad helps an alcorioic cop 

who found twnsett fi toe rnddfe ol a hoid-up- 

(92252746) 1030 Top Ten - Scandal (5026E82) 
12X5 First on Fotr. Hany Enfield (15115302) 
12-35 John Peels Sounds of the Suburbs 
(61348708) 1X5 Wes: Heath Yard (5*342383) 
135 Flm: Wld Search (43134925) 3-55 The 
Trip (60117031) 4-25 The Dangers (96118857) 
4^5 MgWrie Legends (2W77760) 545 Ctose. 
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Radio 1 

(9TjG-99£MHz FM ) 

7-00 Mark Gooder. «L00 CNis Moytes. 
-LOO Emma B. 3-00 Radio 1 5 R Ti' B 
Chan 5X0 Judge Jutes. 7.00 Danny 
RampSng - Lovegroove Danes Party. 

9X0 Westwood - Rado 1 Rap Show. 
12.00 Radio i Reggae DancehaB l«e. 
200 The Essentia] Mbr Todd Terry. 4430 
« 630 Annie Mghtingala 
Radio 2 

(88-9CL2MHZ FM ) 

6X0 Mo Dutfa. 0X5 Brian Matthew. 
10X0 Steve Wrighfe Saturday Stow. 
1X0 Mel and Suefe Comedy Breakdown: 
130 The News Huckfines. 2X0 Alan 
Freeman. 330 Johnnie Waiter. 530 


: •- 130 The News HuckSnes. 2X0 Alan 

■ ; ' , Freeman. 330 Johnnie Waiter. 530 

o va nl0 * , rW l, ?< riPaul Gambaccini. 730 Here. There and 
£ •ire# Everywhere, a Concert far Linda. See Pk 
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See Pick 

of the Day. 9X0 Sounds of the 70s. 

10.00 Bob Harris 1X0 Lym Parsons. 
4X0 - 7X0 Mo Outta. 

Radio 3 

(902-92.4 MHz FM ) 

6X0 On Air. 

9X0 CD Review. 

12X0 Private Passions. 

1X0 The Racftj 3 Luncttime Concha (R) 
2X0 Listeners' Choice. 

4X0 Best of 3 
5X0 J3Z2 Record Requests. 

6X0 Jazz Century 
630 Opera on a h one of HandaTs 
most successful and dramatic operas, set 
fn Egypt m 4BBC, Cteopaira tries to wrest 
the throne from her brother Ptolemy and 
win the tove of Jufius Caesar. Sylvia 
McNair, soprano (CfeopstraX Jennifer 
Larmore, contralto (Gfejfio Cesare) 
Stephanie Bfythe, contralto (ComeSaJ. 
Oorus and Orchestra of the Metropofitan 
Opera. New Vbrh/John Neisoa Ad l 
.. 730 New Yak Stories. Continuing the 

■' - series to which novelsts, essayists and 
; ^ .^playwrights who have moved to New Ybrk 

f ■ r. "present portraits of the dty through 
V ■<>-:«(: fiction and nan-fiction. Irish novelst CoLsn 

McCann finds a metaphor tor ow»g dty 

■: to the smaB space of the handbafi court 
830 Giufio Cesare, Act 2 
ttiO The Met Opera Qiiz. Martto 
Bemfwtoier puts fisfenertf quastions to 
Afison Ames. Steven B6er and Brian 

Zeqer. 

S.35 GJufio Cesare. Ad a 
1035 A Price Worth Paying. A five-part 

series to which fbrnwr Radto 3 cortroler 



- )! 




John Drunmond takes a critical took at 
the stale of opera in Britain since 1945. 3: 
■The Creative Elements'. A look at opera 
from the pomt of view of a composer 
(Harrison Bktwtede), a dkector (David 
Pointney) and a conductor (Paul Daniel) 
11X5 Mxing It 
1130 Jazz on a 
■LOO - 6X0 Through the flight. 

Radio 4 

(924-G4BNHZ FM ) 

6X0 NewsBrieftog. 

6X5 Sports Desk. 

640 Open Country. 

637 Weather. 

7X0 Today. 

9X0 Home Truths. 

10X0 News ; Loose Ends. 
fLOO News: The Food Programme 
1130 From Our Own Correspondent 
12X0 News: Money Bck. 

1230 The News Quiz. 

1235 Weather 
LOO News 
U5 Any Question#. 

2X0 News; Any Answers? 0870 010 
0444. 

230 Kramln Women. 

3X0 News; The Sati/day Play: Kss and 
Kin. Dramatised by Jonathon Holloway 
from the award-winning novel by Angela 
Lambert 

4X0 News; WBeksnd Woman's Hour. 
5X0 Saturday PM. 

530 Taktog Pictures. 

534 Shipping Forecast 
537 Weather. 

6X0 Six Odock News. 

645 The Now Show 
635 Hearing with Hegley. (R) 

ZOO News; SaJuniay Review. 

Tom Sutcfffe and guests cast a critical 
eye over the week’s cultural events. 

This edrtron todudes a took at a major 
exhibition of tessily Kacfinsky's work at 
the Royal Academy. 

7.45 Sporting Sermons, in the second of 
three programmes examining sport and 
Its place in our national Bte, Stoton Barnes 
tries to Explain why the British tore horeas 
but hate horse ridere. 

8X0 News; The Archive Hour. Redeem- 
tog Feaares. Fwr programmes to which 
pfare Ptowright vlsfts the BBC sand 
archives to Sstsn to NgMgms of iwfio fea- 
tures that have excited him. 3: ‘Chronide. 
(^story. both grata and smafl. is made: 


Pick of the Day 

ONCE THE butt of envious gibes, by 
the time she died last year, Linda 
McCartney had become as much 
admired as her knighted husband. 
BBC Radio 2 has secured the first 
broadcast rights to the charily 
concert held at die Royal Albert 
Hail in her honour - Here, There 
and Everywhere 17.30pm R2> - 
which features contributions from 
Elvis Costeflo (right). Tbm Jones, the 
Pretenders, and Marianne fhithfull 
Dominic Cavendish 



9X0 News; Classic Serial: Vi Bette. 

By Charlotte Bronte, dramatised in three 
parts by James FrfeL 2: ‘Doctor Join'. 
Having safely astabfished herself at 
Madame Beck’s school Lucy has yet to 
fees madness, love and a haunting. 

With Catherine McCormack. Joseph 
Fiennes and Harriet Waiter. Directors 
Catharine Bailey and James FrieL 
Jonathan Keebia Director Enyd Wffiams. 
10X0 News and Weather. 

1045 The 1599 Ralth Lectures. Five 
lectures about aspects ol globaksation 
given by Anthony Giddens, drector of the 
London School of Economics. 2: ‘Risk’. 
Why have our Ives become so tSfftaJl to 
manage? This second lecture comes tram 
the New Convention Centre in Hong Kong 
and is toJowed by questions from an 
touted audfenca Matt Frel is n the chair. 
HXO News: Al the Raga A fax-part 
series featuring musical anecdotes from 
decades past 2: The 1760s were a trne 
of war and bedgerence David Owen 
Norris and guests explore how the 
decade was reflected in popular songs, 
which are performed by Richard Suart. 
1130 Adventures in Poetry. 

12X0 News. 

12.25 Experimental Feature: 

A Gentleman Is Not a POL 
1230 The Late Story: fkgnttogala (R) 
1248 Shipping Forecast 
1X0 As World Service. 


530 World News 
535 Shippng Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast. 

530 - 6.00 Beta on Sunday. 

Radio 4 LW 

(19SkHz ) 

12X0 • 12X4 News HeadKnes. 

Shipping Forecast. 

Radio 5 Live 

(693. 909kHz MW ) 

6X0 Dory Tackle 
630 Breaklasl 
9.00 Chiles on Saturday. 

11X0 Sportscail 

12X0 The Treatment 

1X0 Sport on S With lan Payne. 

Football' goal news, reports and 
commentary on a top game in the Pre- 
miership Futures include Liverpool v 
Aston Vila. Manchester United v Sheffield 
Wednesday, and Newcastle United V 
Everton Hus news from the Nationwide 
League. Rugby Unon. Premiership One 
matches including Leicester v Saracens 
and Norlhampton v London Scottish Plus 
news from the S wo fee Cup semi- (rials. 
6X6 S-O-So 

8X0 Move ft. The issues that matter to 
Bnians transport users. 

830 Rai Race An eickisive loo) ar a 
groundbreaking procedure to Cure male 
infer titty New research pioneered n 
Japan promises to cure the condbon 
once and for al - by transplaning 


damaged human sperm into the testes of 
rata. Once there, it can be repaired inside 
the rat's body and returned to the human 
speoes. Richard Hamaford reports on a 
controversial experiment. 

9X0 Global 5 Lives weekly selection of 
stories from around the globe which wffl 
not have been featured anywhere else 
10X0 Lata Night Curie Ecfwina Currie 
with the weekend's talking points. 

1X0 Up All NighL 

5X0 - 6X0 Morning Reports. 

Classic FM 

(XX10-1019MHZ FM ) 

6X0 Jane Markham. 8X0 Countdown. 
11X0 Masters of Their Art. 12X0 MB<e 
Head 3.00 Margaret Howard. 6X0 
Classic FM at the Movies. 7X0 Smooth 
Classics at Seven 9.00 Opera Guide. 
10.00 The Class*: Quiz. 12X0 Midnight 
Music 2X0 Evening Concert 4X0 ■ 
6X0 Sunday Stan 

Virgin Radio 

(1215. 1197- 1260kHz MW 105BMHZ FM ) 
6X0 Pete and Geoff 9X0 Harriet Scott. 
12X0 Oassc Countdown with Russ 
WWams. 2.00 Rock and FtoB Footbai 
530 Wheels of Steel 10.00 Janey Lee 
Grace. 2X0 - 6X0 James Merritt 

World Service Radio 

(T98kH; LW ) 

1X0 The world Today 130 Soundbyte. 
135 Write On. 2.00 The Work! Today 
230 Music Review. 3X0 World Today. 
330 World Business Review. 3.45 Letter 
from America. 4X0 Wbrld Today. 430 
Sports Roundup 430 Agenda. 5X0 
The World Today. 530 - 6X0 Omnibus. 

Talk Radio 

6X0 OK to Tafc BXO Gel Vbur Kit On 
with Bob Mila HXO Its Round and 
White - with Tom Watt 2X0 Saturday 
Soccer 5X5 505 with Gary Newborn 
and Tom Watt 730 Nancy Roberts. 
10X0 Dave Barrett 2X0 - 6X0 Mke 
Dickn. 


CHESS and 
BRIDGE 

have moved 
•to page 9 of 
tins section 
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Concise crossword 


No.3899 Saturday 17 April 



ACROSS DOWN 

1 County of SW Ireland 1 

f5J 2 

4 That (archaic) (3) 3 

7 Young animal (4) 4 

8 Mirth (8) 5 

9 Fht used for cooking 6 

(9,3) 11 

10 Aquatic creature (6) 12 

13 Select (6) 14 

15 Numerical (12) 16 

19 Floor covering (8) 17 

20 Shakespearean villain 18 

(4) 

21 Bond (3) 

22 Yellow pigment (5) 


Playing card (5) 
Ponder (7) 

Crimean resort (5) 
Hooligan <5) 

Sewing implements i7i 
State-supported (6) 
Anxious *7) 

One of two (6) 

Large bird (7) 
Unaccompanied (5) 
Pace (5) 

Hi-defined (5) 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: l Rows, 4 Merry (Rosemaiyi. 9 Ad-lib, 10 Tyranny, 1 1 Reproved, 
13 Mess, 13 Battle cruisec 17 Text, 18 Fugitive. 21 Garment, 22 Olive, 23 
Essay 24 Note DOWN: 2 Oxtip, 3 Subsofl, 4 Mother countR 5 Rare, 6 Yonkers. 
7 Zagreb, 8 Byes, 14 Tax-free, 15 Unicom, 16 Reefer: 17 Ibgs, 19 Idiot 20 
Lens. 
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Personal finance* Motoring • Property 


COINING IT: PART FIVE 
OF OUR GUIDE TO 
HOW TO GET RICH 1 


INVESTING, PAGE 3 


JEEPERS! IT’S THE 
NEW GRAND ^ 
CHEROKEE 
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Spinning a Web of lies 

Share-rampers have hit the Internet. The question is: can they be stopped? By Teresa Hunter 
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T hey were called the 
Praetorians, the big, 
bad wolves who threat- 
ened to destroy the 
American economy by 
hacking into Wail 
Street - before they 
were outsmarted by a lonely anorak 
in the form of Sandra Bullock. 

All very crass. Or it should have 
been, if recent events hadn’t exposed 
just how uncomfortably close to reality 
the fantasy of Bullock's sci-fi film The 
Net had brushed. 

The risks of investing on the World 
Wide Web were finally brought home 
when private investors lost tens of 
thousands of pounds each after a 
hoaxer placed a bogus website on 
Yahoo Finance, a share-trading-tip 
notice board. 

His bulletin leaked rumours of a 
takeover bid by the Israeli company 
ECI for the small Nasdaq-listed Pari- 
Gain Technologies of California. 

Only there was no bid. But this 
didn't stop its share price rising 
sharply from $8.5 to $11.13 before 
falling back to $958 dollars on the back 
of the euphoria. More than 14 million 
shares changed hands, compared 
with a normal two million daily trades. 
Share prices have always moved on 
•whisper and rumour; with bogus spec- 
ulation catalytic to investment disas- 
ters from the South Sea Bubble to the 
1929 Wall Street Crash. But concerns 
art* mounting that the Interne t rnpy hp 

particularly vulnerable to illegal share- 
ramping operations, leaving the en- 
thusiastic but guillible small investor 
roost badly burnt 
Bloomberg’s European managing 
director Lex Ehnwick says: “This is the 
great joy but also the great danger of 
the Internet It is so big that no one 
knows who is putting everything up or 
whether there is any truth in any of 
it Anyone can make a website. That’s 
what makes it so exciting, but so 
very, very scary." 

Another industry insider; who does 
notwished to be named, goes much fur- 
ther He says: “I suspect that what hap- 
pened last week happens all the time. 
But on this occasion it got out of hand, 
the price rose higher than usual, peo- 
ple lost a lot of money and they got mad. 
That’s why it became a story. 

“ But there are probably hundreds 
of smaller; similar stories going on all 
the time, which we never get to hear 



Sandra Bollock flushes out financial fraudsters in "The Net* - but real life is not so simple 


about The truth is, we just don’t 
know the scale of the deception, and 
anyone who says he does is a liar" 

The temptation to spread unfound- 
ed rumours about a share is enormousL 
Pull it off and you can make a fortune 
as easily as printing money. %u buy 
stock cheaply, post some hot gossip 
about a takeover or similar on a bul- 
letin board, watch the share soar; sell 
high and pocket the difference. 

Alternatively, if you bought some 
dud stock, and want to minimise your 
loss, spread some rumours in an In- 
ternet chat room, and if you’re lucky 
the price will ease off its bottom, and 
you'll be back in the red. 


But there are also strong reasons 
why companies would play this dan- 
gerous game. A predator might try to 
drive down the value of a company it 
wished to buy by spreading spurious 
scandal. Another in the doldrums 
might try to rachet up its share price 
by faking good news. 

Naturally, all these activities are il- 
legal throughout the Western world, 
and there are tough laws in place to 
guarantee stable markets. 

Barclays Stockbrokers managing 
director Tom Sheridan says: “It is in 
the vital interests of all governments 
to ensure that capital markets are 
open, honest, transparent and se- 


cure. This is an absolutely necessary 
function of any economy. 

“History tells us that in any indus- 
try there are people who will try to get 
something for nothing. But if markets 
are well regulated, such people will not 
succeed for very long.” 

In the UK it is a criminal offence to 
give fin ancial advice without proper 
authorisation, and the Financial Ser- 
vices Authority, the City watchdog, 
says it will pursue anyone offering 
unauthorised advice which is available 
to a UK Internet user; wherever m the 
world it emanates from. 

But the reality is a little more com- 
plex. A spokesman for the FSA admits 


that the nature of the Web means that 
enforcing the law is not always 
straightforward. 

There are hundreds, if not thou- 
sands of Internet share-information 
lines, the most reliable of which 
include well-known names like Bloom- 
bergs. Barclays, Charles Schwab. 
American Express, Dow Jones, Stan- 
dard & Poors or the Financial Times. 

Then there are the raderyet nev- 
ertheless reputable services like 
MoUey Fool, at fooLcom, a gossipy 
tipster with chat rooms which is very 
popular in the States. Scores of simi- 
lar tip sheets can be accessed through 
normal search facilities like Jeeves 
Money or Yahoo Financial 

Finally there are volumes of dubi- 
ous “hot tips" circulating from 
unknown sources, which are almost 
impossible to trace and substantiate. 

The difficulty is separating the 
wheat from the chaff, as the PairGain 
Technologies episode proved. The 
hoaxer had deliberately constructed 
his website to look like a Bloomberg 
report to achieve maximum impact 
Counterfeiting in this way has 
never been easier than with the Net 
You simply pull up some pages, and 
download a design. Nothing could be 
simpler to then change the informa- 
tion contained and repost the page. 

As the neurotic Bullock said in 
The Net: “It’s all there just begging for 
someone to screw with. They've done 
it to me and they’ll do it to you." 


HOW TO BEAT THE 
INTERNET CHEAT 


> Never buy off an Internet tip 
any more than you would act 
on something you overheard 
in the pub. 

I Never act on one source of 
information alone. Always 
get confirmation elsewhere, 
i Study the website address 
carefully. A hoaxer may 
counterfeit a page, but only 
Bloomberg can use its 
website address. Check with 
the organisation behind the 
address whether a page with 
its name is bogus or not 
Check any contact telephone 
numbers. 

Always deal through 
reputable organisations. 


Big lenders refuse to play ball on rate cuts 

Homeowners’ hopes for lower mortgage payments have been dealt a harsh blow. By Paul Slade 


O 


MILLI ONS OF borrowers hoping that 
the 0.25 per cent cut in base rates by 
the Bank of England would be re- 
flected in a similar reduction on their 
home loans faced disappointment this 
week, as the UK’s biggest lenders re- 
fused to play balL 

Although Halifax, Abbey National 
Cheltenham & Gloucester; NatWest 
and Northern Rock announced that 
they were trimming their variable 
rates fay between 0.1 and 0.14 percent 
- less than the base-rate cut the pre- 
vious week - they warned that in fu- 
ture borrowers would have to take a 
back seat to lenders. 

Paul Puffin, general manager for 
mortgages and savings at the Hal i fax , 
says: “Our view is that there might be 
one more cut m base rate to go -down 
to, say, 5 per cent As you get down to 
the bottom, it’s a question of stri kin g 
a balance between the demands of 


both borrowers and savers. We’re 
down to rates now that we haven’t seen 
for a long, long time." 

Lorna Waddell an Abbey National 
spokeswoman, adds: “We haven't said 
categorically whether we will or will 
not lower rates any further. But our 
savers outnumber our borrowers by 
seven to one. and their needs will be 
at the top of our mind from now on.” 

At the C&G’s, a spokeswoman says: 
“Savers are getting concerned about 
the continued cuts. Borrowers have 
benefited, and they may well now see 
savers being looked after more than 
to the past ^ would certainly concur 
with the Halifax and Abbey National." 

Other big lenders, including Brad- 
ford & Bingley. have yet to decide 
whether to pass on any or all of the 
base-rate cut to their borrowers. 
Nationwide said this week that it will 
not chop its rate: 


However, Rowan Gormley, chief 
executive at Virgin Direct which re- 
duced its variable rate by the full 0.25 
per cent, argues that the big lenders’ 
argument is flawed: ‘A taxpayer would 
need over £6.000 in a deposit account 
to lose out byjust £1 a month as a re- 
sult of a 0.25 per cent cut in rates. 

“Yet if they are paying interest on 
a mortgage of £50,000 at the same time, 
they stand to lose out on a potential 
reduction of £10.41 if the rate cut is not 
passed on." 

Some smaller lenders, such as 
Skipton Building Society, are also tak- 
ing a different line - at least with a few 
specialist products. 

Skipton has pledged that its Base 
Rate Tracker Mortgage will continue 
to foil as long as cuts in base rates con- 
tinue. The TTacker loan, relaunched 
last week, now guarantees a rate of no 
more than 1.25 per cent above base 


rate, currently standing at 5.25 per 
cent, with a farther 1.25 per cent dis- 
count for the first 12 months. 

Mark Smitheringale. the society’s 
bead of communications, says: “Every 
reduction in the bank base rate will be 
followed by ourselves on that 
particular product". 

But Paul Duffin at the Halifax 
warns that borrowers in Skipton's 
Tracker will suffer if base rates should 
climb back to anything like their late- 
Eighties peak of over 15 per cent They 
may benefit when base rates are low, 
be suggests, but should expect no re- 
lief from the pain when base rates 
climb again. 

He adds: “When base rates have 
gone very high before, mortgages 
didn't follow them all the way up. We 
protected borrowers against that" 

Skipton has yet to announce what 
will happen to its own standard 


variable rate after the latest base-rate 
cut, but Mr Smitheringale says it is 
“almost certain" that its current vari- 
able of 6.89 per cent will be reduced. 

“Savers are being penalised. I think 
there comes a time when we have to 
try and maintain savers' rates to try 
and give people some kind of reason- 
able return from investing in building 
societies," he says. 

Despite fears of falling rates for 
savers, the C&G’s spokeswoman says: 
“We haven't moved any of our savings 
rates yet We haven’t decided whether 
we’re going to make any reductions on 
them at all yet or whether we're just 
going to leave them be." 

Mr Duffin says: "There will be a re- 
duction for [Halifax] savers, but be- 
cause we’ve only had a small cut on 
the borrowers’ side, at least that allows 
us to moderate it. We'll be announc- 
ing that before the end of the month.” 


STANDARD LIFE BANK 1 * 


H 




575 


If you can’t 
better this rate, 
better call. 



Ability to 'pool' your savings with 
family or friends to earn more interest 
Consistently high interest rates 
Choice of 50 Day Notice or 
Direct Access Savings Account 
Convenience of telephone banking 
No minimum deposit. 


Bargains of the Week 



Property of the week 

This two-bedroom house in the village of Benson, 12 
miles from Oxford, was built before the car impinged 
on property design. There is no vehicle access to the 
edge of the cottage; instead a public path runs along 
the front dividing the house from its garden... which, 
by way of a bonus, includes an air-raid shelter built 
snugly for two. 

Simply and sympathetically restored, it has a good 
fitted kitchen, a dining room and a 14ft sitting room 
with an exposed stone wall an open fireplace, shelving 
and a wine store. The garden also has a large 
summerhouse with a 13ft sitting room, a utility room 
and a loo. If it came with a garage, it would cost around 
£30,000 more than it does. But public parking is only 50 
yards away at the end of the path. The guide price is 
£160,000. For details call M aUams on 01865 311909. 

Rosalind Russell 



Car of the week 

Under normal circumstances there would not be much 
to recommend a Vauxhall Monterey. It was a pretty 
undistinguished off-road vehicle, and this model has 
now been discontinued. This was perhaps surprising, 
because the Monterey was nothing more than a 
rebadged Isuzu Trooper; itself a highly regarded 4x4. 

Essentially a Monterey is as roomy and tough as a 
Trooper, but the lack of image has meant rapid 
depreciation. It is not a shock, then, to find an unsold 
delivery-mileage example at Marshalls (01473 240200) 
on offer at £18.995 a saving of £8,000 on the showroom 
price. Tempted? Well the V6 engine’s thirst for fael at 
around 20mpg, might put you off and expect even more 
depreciation over the next few years. 

James Ruppert 



Deal of the week 

There will always be an insurer prepared to grab 
custom by offering cheap home insurance deals - but 
seldom as cheap as Liverpool Victoria. 

Take this example: a two-storey terrace property in 
north London, on which virtually every single 
telephone-based insurer (Direct Line, Churchill CGU 
Direct, Eagle Star Direct) all quoted between £312 and 
£390 for a rebuilding cost of £138,000. Liverpool Victoria, 
however; quoted £148. This, by the way, indudes 
accidental damage. The downside is that two years 
down the line Liverpool Vic might not be so cheap. 
Meantime, you’ve saved more than 300 quid 

NIC ClCUTTI 
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WHEN THE Bank of England 
announced 10 days ago that 
it was cutting its base rates 
by 0.25 per cent, millions of 
mortgage borrowers might 
have felt entitled to a small 
cheer of relief: for them, it 
should have meant another 
small cut in the cost of their 
monthly repayments. 

Vet, after a weekend of 
debate and discussion, a 
handful of the biggest 
lenders, making up perhaps 
45 per cent of the market, 
have decided to shave their 
rates - by just 0.1 per cent 
on average. 

Even more worrying are 
the increasingly loud 
assertions by lenders that 
after several months of 
I reductions, we appear to 
have come to the end of the 
line for mortgage-rate cuts. 

“We must concentrate on 
the rates paid to savers, 
since they outnumber our 
borrowers by a ratio of up to 
seven -to-one,'’ is the 
message now coming from 
the likes of Abbey National, 
Halifax, Cheltenham & 
Gloucester and the rest 

I would be Ear more 
prepared to believe this 
argument were it not for the 
fact that the seven-to-one 
argument is flawed. 

A very large proportion of 
these accounts, several of 
which m^y be held hy one 
saver, are effectively 
dormant, with no more than 
a few hundred pounds in 
them. The interest paid, of a 
few pounds a year at best 
barely matters to typical 
savers in the grand scheme 
of things. 

For example, £2,000 on 
which interest of 5 per cent 
gross is paid, would earn £80 
a year after tax. Reducing 
the interest paid by 0.25 per 
cent produces a drop of £4 in 
annual income. Are we really 
expected to believe that 
millions of people would be 
prepared to drop a £120 
annual cut on a typical 
£60.000 home loan for the 
sake of an extra £4 in their 
savings account? 

Moreover, a number of 
b anks and building societies 
have reduced their rates to 
many savers by more than 
the base-rate cuts made by 
the Bank of England since 
October last year. 

In other words, some 
institutions are taking 
advantage of the near- 
continuous reductions in the 



A woman with six 


Vent ure c 


Financial Makeover 


NIC 

ClCUTTI 

Some institutions are 
taking advantage of 


base-rate cuts to 


bolster their profits 


R osie is a mature 
student who is set 
to finish college in 
June this year, 
when she will re- 
turn to work. Aside 
from the chal- 
lenges of taking up the reins of full- 
time employment again, she has six 
immediate financial problems Much 
need to be resolved 
Among them is the fact that while 
studying she has not paid national 
insurance contributions for the past 
year. Should she start paying now? 

Her endowment provider. Eagle 
Star, has warned her that her policy 
may not be worth enough at matu- 
rity to pay off her mortgage. Should 
she top up her endowment or take out 
a new mortgage to reduce other 
payments? Finally. Rosie had a pen- 
sion in the past, but she has none at 
present. Should she start one now? 


NAME: ROSIE CATE AGE: 36 OCCUPATION: DESIGN CONSULTANT AND PART-TIME MA STUDENT 
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past six months to bolster 
their profit margins at the 
expense of savers initially, 
and now of borrowers too. 
Their behaviour stinks. 


SAY WHAT you like about the 
Inland Revenue, but its staff 
do have a sense of humour. 
In March this year I finally 
paid my bill for the tax year 
1997/98. But I was eight days 
over the final deadline by 
which a payment was 
needed to avoid a surcharge 
of 5 per cent on the total 
amount owed. 

Therefore, in addition to 
about £75 in unpaid interest 
from 31 January, the 
Revenue also billed me an 
additional £250. A trifle 
unfair. I thought 

So I appealed - on the 
grounds that I was so grief- 
stricken by the illness and 
subsequent death of my pet 
hamster. Snowy, in February 
that I was unable to think 
dearly and settle on time. 

Today the reply from the 
Revenue’s customer 
sendees manager (who 
would probably prefer to 
remain anonymous): “I am 
not prepared to accept your 
appeal despite the obvious 
and genuine trauma that 
this tragic event has caused. 

U 1 know how upsetting it 
can be when a pet hamster 
‘falls asleep at the wheel' but 
would advise you that this 
outstanding amount should 
be paid now. My instincts as 
a pet lover tell me that 
Snowy would not like you to 
increase your indebtedness 
to the Inland Revenue 
because of his death.” 

Following such a 
genuinely sympathetic reply, 
will I pay op now or take my 
appeal to a higher stage? 
Watch this space. 
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The adviser: Philippa Gee. the 
m ana ging director of Gee & Com- 
pany, a fee-based independent 
financial advisers, at Fbresters Hall, 
la Wyie Cop. Shrewsbury SYl 1UT 
(01743 236982) 
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The advice: With a few months of 
studying left you have time to move 
your financial affairs on to a firmer 
foundation. However, you need a 
financial plan. 

The Bret of six objectives is to 
organise your banking arrange- 
ments. Being self-employed, it is 
easy to get into the habit of operat- 
ing one account for all expenses, yet 
| it makes it hard to differentiate 
I between what money should be 
reserved for business and what can 
be withdrawn for personal expenses. 

You need to set up two accounts, 
one for business that will hold the ma- 
jority of money and will transfer a 
fixed sum each month into a second, 
personal account 

The second objective again con- 
cerns cash, as you need to build up 
a float fond in case of emergencies. 
This should be done by taking sums 
occasionally out of the first account 
as the business improves. 

I would recommend you open a 
new “mini-ISA” account for the cash 
element to take these one-off sums. 
Basically, the mini-ISA allows you to 
invest up to £3,000 in this tax year 
(and £1,000 each year thereafter) into 
a cash account with no tax payable 
on the interest 
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Rosie Cate: a design consultant with a six-point plan from a financial consultant Neville Elder 


Rates available from the H alifax 
and Abbey National are currently 65 
per cent (variable) and appear the 
most competitive. Not only will you 
be benefiting from a decent interest 
rate, but with no tax liability, your 
money remains accessible. 

The third objective is to sort out 
your borrowings. 

Presently your mortgage amounts 
to around £300 a month. Rather than 
remortgage, which can be costly. 1 
would suggest makin g use of a deal, 
through your current lender, for 
existing borrowers who are on 


variable rates and who face no penal- 
ties for switching. 


You are concerned that the en- 
dowment policy might not repay the 


One scheme is a capped rate of - mortgage on maturity. Profit bonus 


6.4 per cent, which puts a railing on 
your costs until April 2004. This has 
no arrangement fee and will cur- 
rently save you around £30 a month. 
Another scheme offers a capped 
rate of 4.25 per cent until January 
2001, saving around £110 a month. 
Howevec this costs £295 and wfll keep 
you locked into the variable scheme 
for five years. Consider how long you 
will keep the property before decid- 
ing which scheme to opt for. 


rates have reduced considerably 
and file recent performance of your 
contract has not been competitive. 
However; with your income limited 
at present and the policy having 17 
years left I would say sit tight 

Invest a monthly amount sepa- 
rately as a back-up to the endowment 
only when your income improves. 

For this purpose, you could con- 
sider an equity-linked mini-ISA, al- 
though you need to remember that 


equities are not short-term invest-i 
marts and wifi fluctuate.. 3he best!' 

starting point for you could be a large 1 

tracker fund, which follows move-: -. 

ments in UK share prices and whicSi'i 

has consistent past performance,; 
such as that offered by Gartmore. !■ 

The fourth objective is to ensured 
you have adequate personal insur- 
ance. You have do not appear to have 

adequate life cover for the mortgage '• 
and a lthoug h you have no depen- 
dents, you should still plug this gap. 

Monthly costs for £7,000 term as- 
surance over a 19-year period start 
at £5 per montLYbualreatty have in- 
come replacement cover in place for 
up to £500 per month, but will soon 
need higher levels of cover 

Your fourth objective is to contact 
the existing company to see if it will 
offeryou “preferred rates” as a loyal 
customer, as to go elsewhere would 
cost approximately £50 per month. ; 
Critical illness cover; which would 
only pay- out a lump sum in the" 
event of a major illness, subject to pol- 
icy conditions, should be consid- 
ered. One such policy offered by 
Marks & Spencers would cost around 
£35 per month for £100,000 cover over - 
a 20 year term. 

Protection policies can he costly. ' 
However the business relies on you, ' 
and just as you would insure yourcaq 
you need to insure yourseff I would -. 
defer decisions until you finishstudy- 
ing, to identity better the level of in- 
come the business produces. I would ’ 
suggest you build op the income re- 1 
placement cover first and then con- - 
sider other options. 

The fifth objective is pension plan- 
ning. You already have pension pro- -: 
vision from previous employment ■ 
Ybu want to gjve the business at least ■ ' 
12 months to see how it develops. If ; 
during the year you have saved wefl, 
you could use part of the savings to ■ 
invest into a pension as a single sum - 
to make up for the time you have not 
been paying in. If your business de- 
velops, itcoidditseifbe viewed aspart 
of your retirement funds for you to 
sell on at a later date. 

Hie sixth and final objective in- ‘ 
votveswmkingdosetywifoothersad- : 
vising you: talk to your accountant - 
about your concerns over National In- . 
surance, appoint an IFAand discuss ' 
business contracts with a solicitor, 
and write a wilL With a sound finan- : - 
dal plan, professional advisers, and 
an MA quaiification, you can con- ' 
centra te on your career. 
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Newton. Who better to 


bring you the best of Europe? 




MortgageDirect 





Save thousands 


of pounds. 


Add the outstanding growth potential of 
the Newton European Fund to your ISA 
and enjoy the returns from one of the 
most exciting investment themes of today 
- tax free**. Available as a maxi or mini 
ISA from 6 April 3999, with a special 
discount of 2°o on lump sum investments 
until 17 June 1999. The Fund provides: 


An average annual return in excess of 21°tj 
over the last 5 years compared to a sector 
average return of 14°.o* 


Top quartile performance over 1, 3 and 
5 years* 


• Newton’s research strength in stock 
selection - key to its performance 


To receive a brochure please call 


0500 110 OOO 


For* more information please contact 
your Financial Advisor or call us now 


(ineludins weekends) on 


0800 614 330 
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The Alliance & Leicester Flexible Mortgage puts you in control 
of your repayments. 


When things are going well, you have the option to increase 
your payments, which allows you to pay back the mortgage 
sooner and save money on interest too. 


And once you've built up a credit, you can choose to underpay, 
or even take a payment holiday if things get tight. 


It’s all part of Alliance & Leicester's commitment to simplifying 
your financial life. So call us now to find out more and obtain 
your own Alliance & Leicester Flexible Mortgage quote. 
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Small business? Think big 

Venture capital trusts allow you to make the most of new businesses. By Rachel 

P staggering returns. ■ B ill ■■■■.. StoiS 

The trouble is. how •- ■&** -.. a ■ .5 


Loose Change 


P utting money into 
small businesses is 
notoriously risky, but 
those who have dared 
have sometimes made 
staggering returns. 
The trouble is, how 
can you pick the winners and avoid 
those destined to sink without trace? 

Investing in a venture capital trust 
(VCT) is one way to leave the decisions 
to the experts. VCTs were introduced 
four years ago as a way of providing 
capital finance for small expanding 
companies. Like investment trusts, 
they are quoted companies and in- 
vestors participate by buying shares 
in them. 

Each VCT invests in a number of 
smaller companies - mostly existing 
companies or management buyouts, 
and some early stage companies. 
Some may indude companies quoted 
on the alternative investment market 
(AIM), the “junior" stock exchange. 

VCIk are high-risk, but the risk is 
spread “The diversity of 20 or 30 un- 
quoted companies severely limits the 
risk," says David Thorp of the British 
Venture Capital Association. Inland 
Revenue conditions state that no 
VCT hoi ding in any company may rep- 
resent more than 15 per cent of its in- 
vestments. 

Another safeguard is that the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange has to approve 
eveiyVCT prospectus, so only the ex- 
perienced can launch funds. 

VCTs carry amazing tax perks. 
Personal Equity Plans and Individual 
Savings Accounts may keep your in- 
vestments free of tax. but the taxman 
actually pays you to invest in VCTs. 

You can invest up to £100.000 each 
tax year in VCTs and you get tax re- 
lief of 20 per cent on your original in- 
vestment This means someone 
investing £10,000 will receive £2,000 in 
tax relief. A condition of this is that, 
unless the investor dies, the invest- 
ment must be held for at least five 
years. If the shares are sold earlier 
then the relief must be repaid 
There is no tax to pay on any in- 
come paid out by VCIk to sharehold- 
ers, and no restriction on how much 
income can be paid out There is also 
no capital gains tax to pay on any gains 
made on the sale of shares. 

Arguably the best tax advantage is 
that anyone with capital gains in the 
£2 months before or after the shares 
^re issued in a VCT can roll this gain 
over into a VCT If they do. then they 
can defer any capital gains tax 
payable; and with careful tax planning 
may be able to avoid it altogether 
This ability to defer capital gams 
means that 40 per cent of your in- 
vestment may in effect be an interest- 
free loan from the government 
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VCft invest in a range of small companies, including those running golf dobs 


Ian Stewart 


This, coupled with the tax relief 
means the investor may only have to 
stump up 40 per cent of the value of 
the investment 

“If you're on{y putting in 40 per cent 
that does wonders for your rate of re- 
turn - foe VCT would only have to per- 
form in a mediocre way to give a good 
overall return," says Martin Churchill 
of independent performance analysts 
the AHenbridge Group. 

Thx breaks aside, is the underlying 
investment a good one? After all if you 
lose money you don't get tax- 
deductible losses, says Mr Churchill. 

Wiffie Stewart a father of four who 
Jives in Edinburgh, has invested twice 
in Northern Venture TVust and is 
confident that his investment will 
pay off He had been thinking of mak- 
ing investments in small unquoted 


companies, but saw the Northern 
Venture 'frust as a better option. 

He says: “It's difficult to find good 
unquoted companies unless you put 
a fantastic amount of time and effort 
in." A VCT allows you to spread the 
risk of investing in unquoted compa- 
nies while having experts source and 
manage the deals, he says. 

So for, the investment success of 
VCTS is hard to gauge because there 
is very little market for VCT shares 
once issued No one wants to lose the 
tax relief so they hardly ever sell in the 
first five years, which means the 
shares barely move. 

Anyway. VCTs are definitely long- 
term investments. It Lakes years for 
the trust to become fully invested. The 
idea is that when the shares of the 
companies in the trust become quot- 


STOCKBROKER Charles Stanley 
has revamped its online share 
trading website, Xefet, allowing 
clients to buy and sell gilts and 
equities online. 

Xest now also offers more 
background information and 
analysis. You may register online 
but you are required to have Crest- 
sponsored membership and money 
on deposit before you deal. 

Xest's trading facility is not yet 
automatic - you send buy and sell 
orders to the dealing room at 
Charles Stanley via secure e-mail 
However, the company is 
developing a direct link to the 
stock market’s Retail Service 
Providers and expects to have its 
own automatic electronic trading 
service available for clients before 
the end erf the year. In the 
m eantim e, the trading service is 
comparable in speed to telephone- 
based share dealing. 

Before the electronic facility is 
up and running, Xest wifi have 


other add-ons available. Within the 
next couple of weeks, the broker 
says, statements and portfolio 
valuations will be available online. 
Other developments on the way 
include an online Individual 
Savings Account and the facility to 
trade on European markets. 

Xest’s basic dealing charge is a 
flat £20 fee for trades up to £50,000 
but the European service, when 
available, will likely be more costly. 

The group of stockbrokers 
offering internet share-dealing 
facilities wifi shortly be joined by 
what was originally the UK's first 
independent stockbroker on the 
internet, Leeds-based Redmayne- 
Bentley. The broker’s new website 
is offering £1.000 worth of free 
shares to be won to celebrate the 
launch of REDM, its online share- 
dealing service. 

All you have to do is pre-register 
with REDM by completing an 
application form. You will then be 
notified by e-mail when the 




Internet 

Investor 

Robin Amlot 


broking service is operational. 

A prize draw entry form will be 
e-mailed to you asking a simple 
multiple-choice question about the 
FTSE 100, and the winner will be 
the first correct entry selected at 
random on 31 July 1999. 

REDM says it will offer a free 
company news and share price 
service to all those people who 


ed, there will be big profits, says An- 
drew Jones of independent financial 
advisers the David Aaron Partnership. 

So how do you pick a VCT? Because 
tax relief is only available if you invest 
in a VCT by subscribing for new 
shares, it only makes sense to buy 
shares at a new offering. Find out 
which VCTs are open for new invest- 
ment Hy the BVCA or see Alien- 
bridge's website i see contacts below). 

“You have to read the prospectus 
carefully and look at the experience 
of the manager concerned, “ says An- 
drew Jones. “Some of the managers 
do have quite long track records." 

VCl^ now tend to fall into two 
categories - the generalists, which in- 
vest in unquoted companies, and the 
ones based on companies already 
listed on AIM. 


have pre-registered and, once the 
service is up and running, you may 
establish an online trading account 
in return for a quarterly sub- 
scription fee of £15. 

Anybody setting up a trading 
account before 30 June 1999 will 
also be eligible to enter the REDM 
prize draw. The £1,000 worth of 
free shares will be in a FTSE 100 
company of the winner’s choice. 

A new site has been established 
for online investors seeking 
relevant information sources and 
annotated links on investing in UK 
quoted shares. UK Online 
Investing, from EMAR Publishers, 
aims to guide you to relevant web 
sites telling you bow to do your 
own research, prepare your own 
stock analyses, select and monitor 
your own UK quoted investments 
and act as your own broker. 

The site also promises to 
proride an online investing report 
which will be updated regularly 
and downloaded to subscribers as 


“I think the generalist ones are 
preferable to AIM, as 1 believe there 
is more scope for high rates of return," 
says Mr Churchill. “Most venture 
capitalists look to the AIM market as 
an exit point rather than an invest- 
ment entry point They can also do 
more UHiepth due diligence on an un- 
quoted company and be represented 
on the board." he says. 

Look at the size of the VCT and the 
charges it makes. Some argue that a 
smaller VCT will not be able to buy 
enough holdings to spread its risk ad- 
equately. Charges are higher than for 
conventional investment trusts be- 
cause of the large amount of work 
each investment involves. 

“Deal flow” is important too. This 
is the rate at which the manager has 
closed investment deals. Managers 
have to have 70 per cent of funds in- 
vested in qualifying companies with- 
in three years of launch, and if they 
are too slow; they might have to rush 
into poorer investments later on. 

Of those VCTs currently being of- 
fered, Mr Jones recommends Matrix 
TriVen. It will be the largest VCT yet 
and it wifi be looking to raise £60 mil- 
lion to invest in three different areas, 
each with a separate manager. 

To share in the growth potential of 
the technology sector; Mr Jones points 
to the British Smaller Technology 
Companies VCT run by Yorkshire 
Rind Managers. 

AlJenbridge publishes Tax Shelter 
Report which rates VCTs according 
to a number of factors. Of the gener- 
al VCTs still open to investment 
Baronsmead VCT 2 gets the highest 
rating, followed by Quester VCT2 and 
Northern 2. 

Anyone investing in a VCT must un- 
derstand the risks involved, and 
should not simply see them as the next 
investment after a PEP or ISA, ad- 
visers say. However; there is no rea- 
son why VCTS should only attract the 
truly rich. “A younger person who's 
willing to invest for the longer-term 
could do very well indeed," says Mr 
Jones. Typically, a minimum invest- 
ment could be £2,000 to £3,000 be says. 

British Venture Capital Association 
has a list crfVCTs seeking funds: 0171 
240 3S46: David Aaron Partnership 
publishes a guide to VCIk: 01905 2 Si 
544; AUehbridge Group: 0171 409 llll 
or. w 7 mD.tax-sheUer-report.co. 11 k 

‘The Independent is offering a free 
Guide to High Risk/High Reward 
Investment, outlining the commonest 
ipays savers can get higher-than- 
average returns, including venture 
capital trusts. The guide , sponsored 
by Whitechurch Securities , is avail- 
able by calling 0845 2711003 


an electronic newsletter. 
Unfortunately, when 1 viewed the 
site it kept crashing, offering 
software error messages. Once 
these bugs have been ironed out it 
should be a useful additional 
information source for anybody 
investing via the internet. 

Steven Dotsch, the founder and 
managing director of EMAR 
Publishers, claims that his website 
will “assist in untangling the 
financial web". 

He adds:' “The Web has a vast 
array of investment resources for 
the investor, and most of them are 
free or relatively inexpensive. The 
problem is that they are scattered 
and often difficult to find." 

Xest- uuJU’jrest-com 
Redmayne-Bentley Stockbrokers: 
7mvw.redm.co.uk 
UK Online Investing: 
Tcirw.ukonlinein vesting.com 
Robin can be reached at 
RobinAmlobiiaoLcom 


MUTUAL ONE is a 
company consisting of 
eight Midlands-based 
building societies, which 
have combined to launch a 
new three-year “stepped 
discount" mortgage. 

This deal gives a 3 per 
cent discount on each 
society’s own variable-rate 
mortgage in year one. a 2 
per cent discount in the 
second year and l per cent 
in the final year. 

At present variable 


rates, the cost of a loan, 
available up to SO per cent 
of a property’s value, is up 
to 3.94 per cent in year one. 
Because some societies' 
rates are lower, the 
amount payable in the first 
year could be less. There 
are no compulsory 
insurances. 

The deal is available 
exclusively through 
ElrstMortgage Direct A 
£295 arrangement fee is 
payable. Call 0600 080020. 



PERSONAL PENSIONS 

Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you vary 
contributions without 
paring a penalty? 


You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try 
to change it. 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. You begin to wonder 
just whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on their 
persona] pension plans, should you wish to make changes. 

Happily, The Equitable Life has never paid commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. You don't 
have to commit yourself to paying identical contributions every 
year. And. should you decide to retire early, your benefits 
would be exactly the same as if you had chosen that date 
initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the. finest 
investment teams in the U.K. 

If you’d like to know' more, call (0990) ?8 48 5S or send off 
the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 

www.equitabIe.co.uk 


Foe vour security your telephone call may be recorded 
Inforaurion/advice will only he given on Equitable group products 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
ns EOWtABUl UFE. flSIKST. VAIION' SISEFT. AYLEsBLIQ. BUCUNCHAMSHIKE HTCl 7LS 


To: The Equitable Life. FREEPOST Wilton Street. AYLESBURY Bucks HP2I 7BR I 
I would sxkom* dr Lull <* The Eqmublc i yttnao plant I an wdl cnpl'nrd Q INPF'F 
{ I am employed and tm dipWr to join a company pennon ttianc □ 

{ NAME (Mr Mrs Musi ; 



f - |»3 aitrr 'lawk 

T)wi9m.‘V sfj r- *Wn*r*< 

■ a.rvrfaf ftihf'ai rehtfiJM) *£» it 
J lcra-iak iftf M Q 


The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 




-.a* 

it*--' - «<*• 

'tot'*'* •* ^ 


?=gj -to**'' K ' 

La 


*s* 

* 




Pensions made simple 


You can pick up the phone and get pension 
information or advice 

and even set up a Personal Pension, quickly and without fuss. 


Call, Sam- /0pm, 7 days 3 week quoting ref: 2S8DG1 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Athiscr. 



www.scottishwidows.co.uk- 
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SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

Looking good for your pension. 


■■f a-ui PcriMi.ii I'lin- jti in. lulled m ihc pr.i.luet literature. 

,h Kl'li.w, |.|."lu. ■ - I. iu.1 h- Pe.-iilsh Fund jdi 1 Lilt* A'lurjace Snciely. Kvgulaluil by the Per. on j I | E 


■ nu.ni Auihiin 







4/PERSONAL FINANCE 


loose Change 


FAMILY ASSURANCE 
Friendly Society has 
combined with Bounty, a 
mothers* support service, 
to launch a Green ISA, 
investing in companies that 
meet strict ethical criteria. 
Minimum investment is £35 
a month or a £350 lump 
sum. All investors will 
receive a wildflower seed 
mat. Call OROO 590084. 


BRISTOL & WEST is 
launching a five-year 
fixed-rate bondnn 21 
April, paying 5.7 per cent 
gross. A monthly income 
option is available, paying 
5.02 per cent gross. No 
access is allowed in the 
five-year term. Minimum 
investment is £5,000 or a 
m aximum of £5.000. Call 
0800 202121. 


ISA lolly not 
always sweet 


Direct line Rates 


PERSONAL LOAN RATES 


FROM 9.9% APR 


MORTGAGE RATES 


Standard Variable Rate 6.39% 6.6% APR (variable) 


SAVINGS RATES Direct Access Account 


UP TO 5.65% GROSS/AER 


0181 680 9966 


AU rain comet ■■ Hit April 1W. 


PERSONAL LOANS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGE S 

ir.ir.r.yjfE 

SAVINGS 



. DIRECT LINE* 


■m.£iK tHae.com 


CALL ANYTIME Sam to Spm Monday to Friday and 
‘j.ini to 5 pm Saturday. Please q uote ref. NINPB 33 

For niori£>£ri. orourity requited. Applicant, mui bo ogrd Written 

quotations an rrqum. Subject to xtaru*. Monpffi and personal loan araiU&ft in 
England. Sccdaod and Walca. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP 
UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
For uvinp. deprtit* and n-tdidruml, via jnur bonk account - allow J working 
■lay,. The ptvu rat* it the rat* paid without deduction of nKonw can oad It 
baird on annual payment of intrrra. AER I Annual Equivalent Rate! it the 
contractual imereti rate ui if paid and compounded on an annual haaii-Calh 
recorded and randomly monlioird. Direct Line and tbe ted telephone an nhocl, 
am the trademark, of Direct Line lararmace p/c, owd with tia perndjioo. 


V.THE INDEPENDENT 



Guide to 

With-Profiis Bonds 


■v\V:»S Yn/.x% ? 



Obtain higher returns than currently available from 
building society account, with less risk than the 
rollercoaster ride of the stock market 


call: 0845 271 1007 


TESSA FEVER may alreacfy 
be a fading memory, but 
savers should be queuing 
to open a cash ISA rather 
then leave money in a low- 
paying deposit account. 

The cash ISA has 
effectively replaced the 
Tessa, although savers 
cannot keep quite so much 
from the taxman. The 
Chancellor is allowing 
savers to put up to £3.000 in 
a cash ISA this tax year - 
but only £ 1.000 in 
subsequent years. 

The cash ISA is the first 
new product in years from 
National Savings - the 
Government bank - but its 
interest rate of 5.75 per 
cent on £10 does not match 
offerings from banks and 
building societies. 

In feet, loyal customers 
of financial institutions are 
being offered the best 
deals. Anyone who has 
been with the Coventry 
Building Society for at least 
five years, for instance, can 
get 6.5 per cent on a 
balance of just £2. And it 
guarantees to pay l per 
cent over the bank base 
rate for two years on its 
Privilege ISA 

Newer customers, 
however, are offered the 
much less attractive 
Square Deal ISA which 
pays just 5 per cent . 

Others are playing the 
same loyalty card. 
Nationwide's Members ISA 
Bond is offering a similar 
guarantee to the Coventry 
and is paying 6.5 per cent 
at present But anyone who 
hasn't been with the 
Nationwide for three years 
will have to settle for the 
standard ISA with the l per 
cent-over-base guarantee 
lasting until October. 

Other providers are 
paying bonuses. Abbey 
National and Safeway, for 
instance, are offering a 0.5 
per cent bonus payable In 
January while the 
Yorkshire building society 
is paying out a 05 per cent 
bonus in October 

But such offers are 
questionable, say 
competitors, as the 
bonuses may simply be 


designed to help catapult 
the companies to the top of 
the best -buy tables, in 
order to attract new 
customers in the first 
crucial months of the ISA. 

“We understand that 
people's needs change and 
so products which come 
with ‘golden handcuffs' 
may not offer best value," 
says Chris Cummings, of 
Sun Bank. “In fact we 
believe these golden 
handcuff bonuses are 
against the spirit if not the 
letter, of CAT standards." 

The CAT standard - 
likely to crop up often with 
ISAs stands Cor charges, 
access and terms. “The 
CAT provides a benchmark 
for investors. They will be 
able to tell that their ISA 
has reached certain 
standards." says David 
Outhwaite. of NatWest. 

Instant accessibility 
means ISAs offer more 
flexibility than Tessas, 
where cash had to be 
locked away for five years. 
However, many ISAs are 
demanding 30 days notice 
or allowing just one or two 
withdrawals a year. 

Some product providers 
are refusing to issue an 
ISA Salisbury's Bank, for 
instance, says they are too 
complicated. 

When you throw CAT 
standards into the mix, the 
picture becomes even less 
clear as they may make 
ISAs less competitive. 

If you are planning to 
have an investment ISA as 
well, it may be tempting 
simply to take the cash 
element offered. This 
could, however, be a 
mistake, according to 
Jerrni Stott, of Marks & 
Spencer Financial 
Services. “Many high 
street names and fund 
managers may offer a cash 
ISA to lure savers without 
a competitive rate of 
interest” she warns. 

Simon Read 


You can compare ISAs on 
the Internet at 
unDW.moneyeoriTa.com - a 
free independent personal 
finance website 
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The UK All-Share Index-Tracking ISA 


Choosing an ISA? 


Check the Fund 
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Invest in the fund that has grown by 94.8%* in just five years 


Invest in a Legal & General UK Index- 
Tracking ISA and yoa’U be investing 
in a wealth of tracking experience. 
Experience that has delivered fund 
growth of 94.8%‘ in just Jtre years. 

If you are Ion king for real opportunities 
to maximise imesuuent growth now 
and in the future, lock no further than 
Lep.il & General's LX Index-Tracking 
ISA. .Liter .UI i] invests in a fund that lus 
grown ‘ 4 -i.ji‘V in ihe bst five years. 

The iiind aims to follow Ux- FT 5 F Afl-Sture 
Index - the index that reflects die 
pertV.trm.WKe of the entire nock market - 
so il reduces the risk of being over- 
exposed to shares that underperform 
and lessen your return. 

Remember, thin with your firs ever 15 A 
you on invest up io JT.ijtiO for the tax 


No 
No 
0 . 55 %\ 
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year !<*** 3>X' only. 

Had that been 

invested in ihe fund _ . __ -- 

? years ago it would 
have grown to i 13 .o.^>.* 

The UK Index- KV9H 

Tracking ISA maintains 

legal dt General's i r 

tcimmiuneni to low charges - v. ith no initial cl urge, no 

withdrawal fees and tot;il annual duiges and expenses of 

currently just 0 55 " - - so more of \ our money is invested 

at die outset for maximum potential returns. 

.As you'd expect. Legal & General sL'k Index -Tracking ISA 
is available as a Maxi and a Mini ISA and ca.-iiy mev-w 
the Government s new CAT standard - providing vou witli 
a produa that is simple, clear and fair - with many CAT 
siambrd competitors charging nearly twice as much 

Call us now or visit the Legal & General web site to find 
out more about the ISA with real growth potential. 


Find out more now — coil freephone j§$ 


0800 092 0092 


CAT** 

hrnulTTI* 

« * 


8am to 8pm weekdays, 9am to 5pm weekends 

h jt imir fwoiucuon. calls atv usually recoitled and randunly imiiiiokJ 

M l^sii our web site at: www.LandG.com t 

please quote ref: D27Eff02 
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CREDIT CARDS 
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Edward Tujte’s newest book is 

VISUAL explanation! 


IMAGES AND QUANTITIES, EVIDENCE AN D‘ NARRATIVE? 

r.,n 


• 9 .-w 

“Few teachers are as accomplished as Edward "lufte when it comes to demonstrating why good design matters in the D 
world, lufte, a Yale professor and the reigning guru of information design, has just published Visual Explanations, the third "; 
book of an acclaimed trilogy. Like its predecessors, this latest book is a knockout. Straightforward, witty, packed with j 
vivid examples.” wired 


“On a plinth in our secret, unassailable minds should be a statue of Edward lufte: and on our bookshelves should be' '. rr -i~ 
his books..." the spectator 


“There’s a new book just out that you simply must see. . . And after you've seen every delightful page of this visually 
arresting book, go back and read it, and enjoy Tufte’s equally riveting ideas on how to tell compelling stories of cause and 
effect using numbers and images." Washington post 


“If you think you might like Visual Explanations — perhaps you have heard that it is the third in a series of beautifully 
produced books about the graphical display of data— then you should buy it. Few books have been as widely aedaimed 
by so many readers working in as many fields as these have." journal of the American medical association 


YO 
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Three wonderful books on information design by Edward Tufie: 


y \/ %. /■ 


Edward R. Tufre 

Envisioning Information 




The Visual Display 
of Quantitative Information 


EDWARD R. TUFTE 
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PICTURES OF NUMBERS 
The classic book on statistical 
chars, graphs, and tables. 

£22 postpaid 


PICTURES OF NOUNS 
Maps of data and evidence. Design ■ 
strategies for high-dimensiona] rfara 
How to increase information depth on 
paper and computer. 

£30 postpaid 


PICTURES OF VERBS 


“ a ? e . md Compute- inter- 
face design. Graphics for decision 
m ^-Narr^ a ^ anlmaaon 

£28 postpaid 


Moneyback guarantee. Send your order and payment to: 

Graphics Press UK, IND Unit 8. Conqueror Industrial Estate. Moorhursr 
St. Leonards-on-Sea. East Sussex TN38 9NA a> 

Telephone: (01424) 854 1 24 Fax: (0 1 424) 8536 1 2 
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Class: have you got it? 

Management of investment ‘classes’ is the key to a lucrative with-profits fund. By Nic Cicutti 


*.<&■ 


”4 Via;-. 


'-v- 

-T> -i M.- 


'ts* 


Wown O*. 


?fTS 


OS 


••Si 

r «" r 

* .• 

*• C 


ftONDS 


r.e: 


rS 


Rate 

' buwyjj 


-a 

- ":*4 

; 'A 


•* 

iwy. 

« 
■-' -a 


'x 

ij.\ A? 


— M 
-a 

t. 


: va : •» 

: : is 


: a 
: r-i v 

. " 7 


-3 

-.Mi ’C 
■A -S 


j.f-'-r 

j-AA-r 


. T 

‘3 

”3 


A nyone investing in a 
with-profits fund ex- 
pects it to provide a 
mixture of decent re- 
turns on their cash, 
coupled with a rela- 
tively high degree of 
security to ensure that their money 
doesn't go down the tubes. 

The exact mechanism that delivers 
this combination of some safety with 
out-performance when compared to a 
btplding society account is usually a 
mystery to most investors. 

,ln fact, the way with-profits fund 
managers achieve this is by means of 
quite tightly-defined asset allocation 
between different types of investment 
“class”. The main types are equities, 
property, fixed interest securities such 
as bonds or gilts, and cash. 

How do these various asset class- 
es work in relation to each other? Mar- 
tin Brown, operations director at the 
With-Profits Bond Shop, which spe- 
cialises in these policies, explains: 
“The starting point is that equities 
have a tendency to out-perform other 
asset classes over the long term. In ef- 
fect, they are there to provide the 
I growth in the value of a bond. At the 
same time, there will also be a re- 
quirement for a relatively stable 
income stream. 

“Until recently, yields from equities 
could have provided some of this, but 
they have fallen significantly of late, 
which partly determines the extent to 
which a with-profits fund might invest 
in fixed-interest securities" 

Michael Hayden, savings and in- 
vestment director at Legal & Gener- 
al, a leading with-profits bond provider; 
adds: “fixed interest securities will 
provide an income stream combined 
with security. 

“If you hold a bond to maturity you 
will get your money back, always as- 
suming that the company whose band 
it is stays around.” 

Cash is a similar type of holding to 
securities, delivering its own minor 
yield within a fund. 

Properly is another important asset 
class, says Mr Hayden. “It is a mix of 
the two classes in risk terms.” he says. 
“Primarily it involves investment in 
commercial properties. The income 
stream from the property rental pro- 
vides an element of security and 
hopefully the Increase in the value of 
J Athe property over time will provide ad- 
- ditional capital returns." 

Given that there is an inter- 
relationship between these three main 
asset classes, in what proportion are 
they held, and why? 

A glance at the table on this page 
shows that generally equity holdings 


will vary between 60 and 70 per cent 
with one or two exceptions. Property 
will vary between 10 and 12 per cent, 
on average, while fixed interest hold- 
ings range between 17 and 25 per cent, 
again on average. 

What determines this mix, says Mr 
Hayden, is a combination of factors. 
One of them is whatever guarantee 
may have been given to the investors 
by the with-profits bond provider The 
greater the guarantee, the more like- 
ly that company's fund manager will 
be required to meet it by investing in 
fixed-interest securities. 

“We invest in assets that match our 
liabilities. Their nature will deter- 
mine the investment strategy,’* he 
adds. “For example, if we were giving 
investors a certain guarantee, say of 
5 per cent yield, we would invest in a 
greater proportion of fixed interest se- 
curities. So to some extent we are dri- 
ven by investor expectations." 

Aside from investors' own needs, re- 
quirements by Government regulators 
that a with-profits fund has enough as- 
sets to cover its own liabilities and 
policyholders' reasonable expecta- 
tions will also determine the propor- 
tion of each asset class. 

Generally, a fund with a high level 
of “free assets", over and above those 
required to meet the criteria set by 
regulators, will be able to invest more 
highly in equities. 

For example, as Chris Robinson, 
intermediary sales director at Pru- 
dential - whose Prudence fund has 
sold some £7bn since its launch in 1991 
- says: “Our ratio is about 60 per cent 
in UK equities and 15.4 per cent in 
international ones, with 13 percent in 
property and 10.1 per cent in fixed 
interest securities. 

“We are able to invest in this way 
because we have a higher proportion 
of free assets than many other funds. 
The point to remember is that with- 
profits bonds are a smoothed managed 
fund. Capital growth comes from the 
equity element of the fund. Distribu- 
tion bonds are more geared to income 
and they will contain a different mix- 
ture of fixed interest securities rela- 
tive to equities." 

How are various asset classes de- 
termined on a day-by-day basis? 
Michael Hayden says: “The actuaries 
set the guidelines. They know what the 
liabilities of a fund will be and they will 
construct a portfolio to reflect that An 
actuary might say we need a core of 
perhaps 25 per cent in fixed interest 
securities, or 15 per cent in property 
on the basis o$ perhaps, plus or minus 
five. The fund managerwill then man- 
age the fund on that basis. 

“In practice, it is not just a question 



Commercial property is a significant part of with-profits fund management 


David Bomber 


of setting parameters for an asset 
class. An actuary may specify that a 
bond must be of not less than A-p!us 
quality (which would mean a high- 
quality securityi." 

All of Legal & General's fund man- 
agers will be involved in the invest- 
ment process, selecting equity or 
securities on the basis of the actuar- 
ies' recommendations. 

Reviews of the portfolio will be 


held monthly to determine whether 
the expectations of the policyholders 
are being met 

For many investors, none of this will 
seem important All they want to 
know is how much they are likely to 
get and how safe their money is. 

In practice, it is thanks to this 
carefully calculated strategy that with- 
profits bonds deliver the returns they 
do. Investment however, means 


homework- and asset allocation is one 
part of that equation. 

The Independent has produced a 
free 24-page Guide to W&i-Profits 
Bonds. Written by Nic Cicutti, this 
paper's personal finance editor; the 
guide examines the arguments for 
and against bonds. For a copy of the 
guide, sponsored by The With -Profits 
Bond Shop, cad 084 5 2711007. 
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COMPANY 

UK OVERSEAS 

EQurrrriES equities 

TOTAL 

EQUITIES 

PROPERTY 

FIXED 

INTEREST 

CASH AND 

OTHER 

Britannic 

70 

8 

78 


17 


Clerical medical 

48 

14 

62 

10 

15 

13 

Colonial 

56 

18 

74 


23 

3 

CGU 

53 

16 

69 

io 

16 

5 | t 

Eagle Star 

55 

10 

65 

20 

15 


Equitable Life 

46 

14 

60 

7 

27 

6 

Friends Provident 

44 

16 

60 

10 

28 

" 2 

Legal & General 

48 

12 

60 

16 

21 

3 

NPI 

41 

10 

51 

9 

30 

10 

Norwich Union 

56 

15 

71 

11 

18 


Prudential 

64 

15 

79 

10 

9 

"2 

Royal 6 Sun Alliance 

51 

13 

64 

11 

25 


Scottish Equitable 

70 

15 

85 


15 


Scottish Mutual 

54 

17 

71 

3 

20 

6 

Scottish Provident 

68 


68 

11 

17 

4 

Scottish Widows 

51 

16 

69 

7 

17 

9 

Sun Ufe/AXA 

.63 

. 18 

81 

14 

5 



AVERAGE 

55 

13 

68 

9 

19 

A 

Souree-The With-Profits Bond Shop, asset allocation as at 

31 August 1998 
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Loose Change 


SKIPTON BUILDING 
Society has relaunched its 
Base Rate Tracker 
mortgage, which 
guarantees to remain 1 per 
cent above Bank of 
England base rates on 
loans worth 80 per cent of a 
home's value. Call 0800 
44776 for details. 


GKE1G MIDDLETON, the 
stockbroker and 
investment specialist, is 
launching a service for 
smaller investors offering 
a portfolio of unit and 
investment trusts. The 
service is available for 
portfolios of £30.000 or 
more. Call 0171-655 4000. 
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YOUR 1ST EVER ISA FREE OF 
AT T CHARGES UNTIL 6TH APRIL 2000 # 



Announcing a new, powerful tax-free - 
Stock market investment - the ISA 
T rather PLUS. 

It offers you the chance to invest 
tax-free* in the UK Tracker fund which 
aims to track the UK All-Share index. 
This Index has grown by a staggering 
90% + in just 5 years! PLUS, it offers 
you a safer haven for your investment 
in changing market conditions." 

The UK Tracker fund has: 

•NO initial charges 
•NO Fund Management charge 
until 6.4.2000 

* NO minim um investment period 
•NO penalties when you cash in 
your investment 
You personally have: 

•NO tax whatsoever to pay* 


Can you find a lower 
cost ISA m the UK? 



INITIAL CHARGES 



fund Management 

CHARGE IN THE TRACKER 
‘ FUND UNTIL 6/4/2000 


AlicnMiivdy. complete ihe coupon below, and re cum u io. [ ft-fNi- 5 583X16 
AXA Sun LifcDiim Lid. &\ Trader PUS. FREEPOST $f 123S/I. Utorlscip. Nuns. S80 ITV 
YES, please send roe OTgemfy deads of the ISA Tracker PLUS. 


Tide (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) ( [ Surname 


ForerwK'is) tin I 

Address 


Postcode 
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Dm of birth Pay 1 I Month □ Y Hr □ 

Daytfew’Mna.gncsroCjMte) { 

Evening TW No. Gnc STD Code) ] 


ACT NOW for the special launch 
terms 

Vjii cm uke ikK-intugc of ihL- offri. wirh 
an investment of just LWl* anti up t*.» 
£.7.000 in ihv IOQQ.-2000 ll\ w.ir. 

So call us now for your FREE, 
NO obligation launch pack 

0800608072 

24 hours a day 7 days a week 

SPECIAL LAUNCH 
OFFER 

Request your launch pack by 7th May 
1999. You will then be automatically 
entered into our Prize Draw to win an 
expenses paid trip to the 
AXA Sponsored F.A. Cup 
Final at Wembley on 
22nd May 19?9. 

The full prize 
draw rules are 
included in the 
launch pack. 

They are also 
available on 
request. 
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Did you know that to receive the maximum pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing -your job, even once, could 
dramatically reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have more rime to enjoy life, you have less money. 

Topping up your company pension unth an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge the gap. 

You make contributions from tout gross income, with 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 
legislation can change in the future. 

What's more, we don't believe in paying commission to 
third parties for the inmduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call KW?Q) .TS 4S 58. or return the coupon below. 

www.equitable.co.uk 

For *nur securin' your telephone call may hr recorded 
lnlnnnjnotvadvicc will unk be p%cn on Equiuble group produns 
ReKuljtcd bi- the Pnvwjl InvMnwni Authority 
niF.li.1lIT3l/LU> FKE£H»T J'.|Ui'.S'TOn AHESRin BVOlXCHAAfoHItt JifOl TBS 

I T‘i TV E^urjhJe I jte FREEHJSl WJtonSiivei AT"LESflURS'. glide HI?] 7BR i 
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j The Equitable Life [] 

You profit from our principles 


1-5% DISCOUNT 


Put you r 

money 

where your 

majise is 


^ NEW FUND 

Taking lump sum investments 
from £1 .000 or £50 per month 

^ TAX FREE 

ISA investments to £7,000 

^ 1 - 5 % DISCOUNT 

During launch offer period 
- 19 April to 7'May 1999. 


The Framlington NetNet Fund is the first 


unit trust dedicated io investing in- 


internet and internet- related companies. 


f 




I x 


: > 

C cr fu ' cerai.s. contact vcu 
professional adviser, visit our website, 
complete the coupon or calf 

0345 023 138 

w ww.framlington-netnet.com 


J r ami ing ton 


Please send me details of the Framlington NetNet Fund. 

Return the coupon to: FramRngton Unit Management Limited, 
Freepost. P.O. Box 2, Twyford, Reading. Berkshire RG10 8BR. 

Name 


Address 


Postcode 


If you da not wish to receive details of Framtington products in future, 
please tick the box Q 

IND 17/4/99 NN 


Issued by FVamlington Unit Management Limited, a member 
of the Framlington Marketing Group. Framlingtoo Unit Management 
Limited is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO. 
A member of AUTIF. 

The price of units and the income from them can go down as well 
as up and investors may not get back the amount originally invested. 
Past performance Is not necessarily a guide to future performance. 
An initial charge is usually made when you purchase units. Changes 
in exchange rates will affect the value of Fund investments overseas, 
investment in smaller companies and newer markets offers the 
possibility of higher returns but may also involve a higher degree of 
risk. The value of ISA tax savings will depend on individual 
circumstances. Income and capital gains from investments held 
within an ISA are free of tax. The 10% tax credit on UK dividend 
income received within an ISA is redaimable until 5 April 2004. 

The Fund Invests in companies which are particularly vulnerable to 
rapidly changing technology and a relatively high risk of 
obsolescence caused by scientific and technological advances. 
Investment in internet related businesses may be more volatile than 
investment in broader based technological or other more diversified 
industries. If you are likely to need to sell your investment at short 
notice, the NetNet Fund may not be appropriate for you. 
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Plight of the 
charged brigade 


WHEN is a mortgage 
indemnity premium tMIPi not 
a mortgage indemnity 
premium? This is the question 
being asked by hundreds of 
thousands of would-be 

borrowers, who face a new 
variant of this hidden rhayg^ 
levied on those who need to 
borrow a relatively high 
proportion of a home's value. 

Experts are warning this 
week that some lenders - 
including Bradford & Bingiey - 
have found other ways of 
charging extra for people who 
want to borrow high amounts. 

MIPS typically require the 
borrower to pay up to £1,500 to 
indemnify the lender against a 
fall in house prices should the 
properly be repossessed. 
However, they offer no 
protection to borrowers 
themselves. 

Indeed, while lenders use 
the premium to insure their 
security against a house price 
fail, their insurers are still free 
to pursue borrowers for a 
chunk of the price drop. 

Following a campaign 
mounted by consumer groups. 
Halifax said in February last 
year it would charge no MEP 
where the loan was 90 per cent 
or less of a home's value. 

Other lenders have since 
followed that lead. But most 
still insist on a MIP for loans 
over 90 per cent 

Meanwhile, mortgage 
experts are now questioning 
whether consumers are really 
much better off even though 
MIPS have been abolished. Ray 
Boulgen of the specialist 
mortgage brokers John 
Chareol, says: “'Some lenders 
are effectively just charg ing a 
higher rate instead of the 
premium. What they give with 
one hand can be taken away 
with another." 

Last year, Bradford & 
Bingiey, the building society 
facing a vote to convert it to a 
bank, scrapped its own version 
of the MIP for all loans. 

Instead of de manding a MIP 
from borrowers, it is imposing 
risk “loadings” - an extra 0.25 
to 0.5 per cent on its rates. 

Analysis carried out by 
MoneyFhcts, a guide to 
investment and mortgage 
rates, shows that, in some 
cases, borrowers may end up 


paying as much for the risk- 
loading as they did for the MIP 

A borrower taking out a 
£95.000 mortgage with B&B, on 
a property worth £100,000. 
would in the past have paid a 
MIP at 8.6 per cent of the value 
of the loan. But that MIP onfy 
applied to a fraction of the loan 
(toe amount between £75,000 
and £95,000). In this case, the 
cost would be 8.6 per cent of 
£20,000, or £1,720. 

Now. they will instead pay a 
“risk loading" of 0.5 per cent, 
for the first five years, on the 
whole loan. Rather than paying 
£1,720, this borrower would pay 
£2,375 over five years. 

Ironically, B&B’s changes 
can mean that when the risk of 
negative equity is lower, the 
new system looks even worse. 
A loan of £85,000 on a £100,000 
bouse would give rise to a MIP 
costing £500 on the old MIP 
system. On the new system, an 
extra 0.25 points will be added 
to the rates for toe whole ban. 
The cost in extra interest is 
£1,062.50 - more than double 
the old amount 

B&B points out that in the 
past most borrowers, unable to 
pay a lump sum for the MIP 
when they bought the house, 
added it to toe loan. This 
meant the final was higher. It 
also says the MoneyFhcts 
comparison is flawed because 
risk loading could also be 
imposed in the past 

The situation can be even 
worse for people who borrow 
more than 90 per cent of the 
property value. The abolition of 
MIPs on loans up to 90 per 
cent creates a nasty quirk 
which acts as a strong 
disincentive to borrow more. 

A buyer of a £100,000 
property would pay very 
heavily for borrowing £91,000. 
rather than £90,000. On a five- 
year fixed-rate deal with the 
Alliance & Leicester: the 
borrower not only pays a 
higher rate (6.25 rather than 
5.95 per cent - an extra £1,300) 

- over the first five years. The 
borrower also pays a MUJ not 
just on the extra £1,000 
borrowed, but on everything 
over 75 per cent (£1,200 in this 
case). The total cost of 
borrowing that extra £1,000? 
More than £2,500. 

ANDREW VERITY 


Time to play equity card 

Cashing in on the value of your home can lead to a happy old age. But take care. By James Moore 

P roperty-rich, but 
income-poor. This is 
the fate of an 
increasing number 
of elderly people 
who reach retire- 
ment age as owners 


P roperty-rich, but 
income-poor. This is 
the fate of an 
increasing number 
of elderly people 
who reach retire- 
ment age as owners 
of substantial homes. However, at 
the same time, inadequate financial 
planning, or some other mishap, 
means that they have very little 
money to live on. 

Using the equity in your home to 
raise cash is one traditional method 
of boosting income However, the Na- 
tional Consumer Council <NCC> Last 
week warned that serious gaps in 
financial regulation could lead to dis- 
aster for vulnerable pensioners who 
tiy this tactic. 

Equity-release plans, as they are 
known, involve taking a mortgage 
out on a home to provide an income 
or cash, usually to make life more 
comfortable for retired people. 

In the late Eighties, plans linked 
to risky investments backfired 
disastrously, leading to situations in 
which many people faced the 
prospect of losing their homes. 

Such plans are now banned. In 
the past year or so, some financial 
companies have become increas- 
ingly interested in marketing equity 
release, with household names such 
as Norwich Union and Northern 
Rock entering the fray Yet plans cur- 
rently on the market are complicated 
and require expert financial and 
legal advice. 

In any event, the NCC. which was 
set up and largely funded by the 
Government says the rules 
governing today's “safe" equity- 
release plans remain flawed. 

The NCC says equity release 
could provide real benefits for eklerty 
people. But it identifies a range of 
bodies and laws covering the plans 
and says this gives consumers “the 
worst of all worlds - partial regula- 
tion which restricts availability and 
hinders innovation without provid- 
ing proper protection in return'*. 

Indeed, the type of plan that the 
NCC report identifies as “offering 
perhaps the most certainty of all the 
schemes the decision of available" 
has been killed off by Chancellor 
Gordon Brown’s to axe mortgage in- 
terest relief (Miras). 

These plans involved elderly 
people taking mortgages out to buy 
a small life annuity which paid the 
interest and provided a small in- 
come. An alternative scheme in- 
volves signing away part or all of a 
home to an insurance company, in 



Old people must make sure they are not taken for a ride 


return for an annuity or a lump sum. 

The company operating the plan 
expects to make its money when the 
home is sold outright either on 
death or upon entry into residential 
care. Providers include Stalwart 
Assurance, Carlisle Life, Home & 
Capital and BPT Home Reversions. 

Another type of plan involves 
taking out a fixed-rate mortgage on 
a percentage of the value of a home. 
The interest rolls up and both the 
capital and the interest are, once 
more, paid off when the house is 
finally sold outright 

Both Norwich Union, with its 
Capital Access Plan, and Northern 
Rock, with its Home Equity Release 
Mortgage, offer variations on this 
theme, but while Northern Rock 
charges interest on the loan at 7.29 
per cent NU charges interest on the 
entire value of the home at 2.95 per 
cent making comparisons difficult 



Why should you pay tax on your savings? If you're interested 
in collecting a substantial windfall - exempt of tax - make 
sure you apply for our Scottish Bond information pack. 

With the Scottish Bond you can: 

• Invest from £10- £25 a month 

• Enjoy the prospect of tax exempt annual bonuses 

• Look forward to a guaranteed minimum return 

• Collect a tax free* lump sum after 10 years 

You can also open a Child Bond for a special child and save 
even more in tax. Scottish Friendly is one of the leading 
friendly societies and because we have no shareholders, 
our members benefit from our success. So however else 
you save, make sure you start planning your tax exempt 
windfall today. 


Complete and return the coupon to: 
Scottish Friendly Assurance. 
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Please send me more information on the 
Scottish Bond from Scottish Friendly. 
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Finally, shared appreciation 
mortgages, available from toe Bank 
of Scotland and Barclays, offer an 
interest-free loan of up to 25 per cent 
of a house's value. 

In return, up to three-quarters of 
any increase in the home’s value is 
taken by the loan provider when the 
loan is repaid. 

Unfortunately these schemes, 
currently unavailable, are general- 
ly offered for a limited period and so 
far, unlike the other schemes, none 
have yet contained provisions to en- 
able people to move house. 

There are a number of variations 
on these themes, including schemes 
specifically set up to fund home 
improvements or even care costs, 
and those run by local authorities 
and by charities. 

Unlike some of the Eighties plans, 
most of the modem equity-release 
schemes carry guarantees which 


Ed Maynard 

should mean that, whatever hap- 
pens, people who take them out 
should not lose their homes and can 
continue to live in them for the rest 
of their lives. 

Regulatory problems crop up 
because, depending on how plans 
are set up, they can be governed by 
statutory bodies, such as the 
Financial Services Authority, or 
voluntary ones, such as the Council 
of Mortgage Lenders' code of prac- 
tice. In some cases, the plans are 
monitored by toe Safe Home Income 
Plans group (Ship), an industry 
trade association, leading to the 
problems that are identified by the 
NCC report 

The NCC also warns that, by 
exploiting gaps in this system, com- 
panies could still market products 
that might leave elderiy people in se- 
vere difficulties. They could be stuck 
if they want to move or face losing 


their homes if things go wrong. 

Even “safe” products could have 
a nasty sting in the tail if they sure 
taken out by someone for whom they 
are not suitable. Tax rates and Gov- 
ernment benefits can be affected by 
any increase in income, or even the 
provision of a lump sum. 

Benefits such as pensioners’ in- 
come support and council tax ben- 
efit can be hit by any extra income 
or even lump sums. Moving from 
non- tax-paying to tax-paying status, 
or going up a tax band can also eat 
into any gains made by buying into 
an equity-release scheme. 

Age Concern spokeswoman 
Rhian Beynon says: “Wfe have never 
endorsed any such plan. They may 
be suitable for some people but not 
for others. 

“We offer a fact sheet explaining 
about them. People need to be very 
careful that any income generated 
does not affect any existing benefit 
they are entided to." 

Sue Mercer the office and tech- 
nical manager at Hinton & Wild, an 
independent financial advice firm 
specialising in equity-release 
schemes, says: “The best plan de- 
pends on a person’s circumstances 
but it is important to make sure you 
are si gnifican tly better off before 
going ahead" 

It seems unlikely that the type of 
disaster which befell people in the 
late Eighties will be able to occur 
again, especially after the Govern- 
ment outlawed the risky schemes 
which caused it 

But the NCC report concludes: 
“Equity-release schemes could 
benefit the very poorest and elderly 
people (as well as others) but onfy 
if they are properfy regulated and 
managed, and detailed information 
and advice about them is available 
to consumers. 

‘■Therefore we think the Govern- 
ment should encourage wider avail- 
ability of equity-release schemes, but 
not without first taking steps to 
regulate for safer selling and much 
better information and advice for 
prospective purchasers.” 

Age Concern’s free fact sheet tiffed 
“Raising Capital on Your Home " is 
available by calling 0800 009966: for 
a Help the Aged jact sheet on equity- 
release contact Esther EU7nann on 
0171-253 0253 ex 257; far a list of Ship 
members and afree leaflet write to 
The Secretary , Serfs Home Income 
Pkms,7bbvotiiiTbujer,EwdlRoad, 
Surbiton , KT6 TEL: Hinton & Wild : 
0181-3903166 




A Mer chant investors pension is an 
easy, convenient and flexible pension. £. 
The charges are low. 

You can van' your contributions 
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A Grand ti 


with the Cherokee 


Go 


r ak 


It’s the best Jeep money can buy - and the great news is it’s available here in right-hand drive. By John Simist — 


M y, what big 
teeth if s got' 
All the better 
to intimidate 
with, my 
dear. I don't 
suppose the 
Cherokee Indians have a version of 
Little Red Riding Hood and the 
wolf. but tiie car that bears their 
name has a very dental visage. 
Here, then, in hill toothiness, is 
Jeep's all-new Grand Cherokee. 

You would dunk that replacing the 
smaller, squarer Jeep Cherokee 
would be a more pressing need, but 

T£THE INDEPENDENT 

ROAD TEST 

that, one is still selling vigorously 
after 16 years. The competition is 
hotter higher up the 4x4 hierarchy, 
however. 

There's Land Rover's remod- 
elled Discovery to consider, and 
Mercedes-Benz's ML320. Add to 
this the fact that the old Grand 
Cherokee was launched in 1993. 
even though it didn't head here for 
another three years, and the prod- 
uct plan makes sense. 

Clearly, the new car's style is in- 
fluenced by the old so much so that 
unless you see them together you 
might not spot the differences. But 
the new one has a wedgier profile, 
more rounded comers, bigger head- 
lights and those bared fangs. This 
is not a discreet face, especially 
when it's filling the rear-view mir- 
ror of the car in front. 

It's a major remake. Just 127 
parts of this Austrian-built car are 
carried over from the old model of 
which the largest is the oil filter used 
on the smaller of the two available 
engines, a 4.0-litre straight-six. 

That engine is similar to the 
older model's, but the V8 alternative 
is a new, much more modern unit 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


whose 4.7 litres produce more mus- 
cle-power than tiie old V8’s 52 litres 
managed. 

Now, you might think that all fat 
off-roaders are instruments of the 
devil. But quite apart from an abil- 
ity to clamber over rocks, through 
mud and across sand dunes, many 
off-roaders are favoured transport 
because of their relaxed mode of 
progress and the fine view they 
give of the world beyond hedges. 
Here, the Grand Cherokee scores on 
every count 

The off-road part of its repertoire 
is helped by a quadra-drive system 
boosted by a quadra- tree n transfer 
case which sends its power to front 
and rear Vari-Lok differentials. Look 
behind the buzz-names, and we find 
a clever design which automatically 
sends power to the wheels with the 
most grip. 

Most of the time, whether on or 
off-road, most power goes to the rear 
wheels. If one rear wheel starts to 
slither, the resultant overall speed 
of the rear axle becomes hi^ier than 
at the front and this speed difference 
causes an adjustable-pressure 
clutch to divert power towards the 
front wheels. 

Similar clutches, controlled by 
similar hydraulic pumps, work 
across each axle to send power to 
the side with the most grip. It's all 
automatic, and effective enough to 
keep the Jeep going even if only one 
wheel has grip. The only trans- 
mission control apart from a con- 
ventional automatic gear-selector: is 
a high-range/low-range levee 

So effective is it that, as with a 
really good braking system, you 
don't notice it's there. I took a 4.0- 
litre Grand Cherokee off-roading 
up a mountain stream, albeit with 
properly chunky off- road tyres, and 
- well it just went up the stream. The 
only snag was the over-sensitive ac- 
celerator. which made for jerky 
progress over bumps as my right 
foot wobbled 



In many ways, though, the bigger 
engineering challenge is to make an 
off-roader feel good on-road This the 
Grand does, thanks to a ride which 
feels remarkably flat and controlled 
fora car so high off the ground and 
whose suspension Is capable of 
such extremes of movement. 

It filters bumps right away, too, so 
the ride is quiet and smooth. Just as 
good the steering is positive in a way 
a 4x4's often isn't so you don’t get 
the feeling that you're tacking into 
a cross-current to take up the slack. 

This quiet relaxed motion suits 
the interior's ambience, which uses 
real leather and not-so-real wood to 
set the tone. The plastics feel less 
plasticky than before, and the inde- 
pendent heater controls for the 
cabin’s left and right sides use infra- 
red detectors to measure each front 
occupant's radiated heat. 

I’ve left the best bit to the end. 

WelL it's the best bit if we’re talk- 
ing about the V8. for the six-cylinder 
is merely adequately smooth and 
lively, and suffers from an irritatingly 


indecisive automatic transmission. 

The V8 is another experience 
entirely, surely worth the extra 
£5,000 purchase price and the pal- 
try l.2mpg average economy penal- 
ty now that unlike the old V8. you 
don't have to suffer left-hand drive. 

Squeeze the accelerator floor- 
wards - and feel the Jeep squirm a 
little and launch itself into the dis- 
tance with the cleanest and crack- 
liest of V8 throbbing noises, and 
you’U be starting a serious addiction. 
It's a civilised hot-rod. and it feels in- 
domitable. 

All the better to eat the road with, 
my dear. 


MOTORING 


Meaner and more powerful than its predecessor; the new Jeep Grand Cherokee squares up 
confidently to its rivals in the 4x4 market 


tows. 


Make and model: 

Jeep Grand Cherokee 4.7 V8 

Limited 

Price: £34.995 

Engine: 4,70lcc V8, 16 valves, 
2l7bhp at 4,70 Orpm 
Transmission: four-speed 
automatic gearbox, four- 
wheel drive 

Performance: 122mph, 0-60 in 
8.1 sec 13-ifimpg 


SPECIFICATIONS 

Rivals 

Land Rover Discovery 4.0 

V8I ES: £35,070. Poshest 
Discovery matches Jeep's 
plushness but not its pace. 
Clever no-lean suspension 
makes for surprising agility 
Mercedes-Benz ML320: 
£31,780. Less powerful than 
Jeep, and only six cylinders, but 
this Mercedes is delightful to 


drive. Cabin feels cheap, though. 
Made in US 

Mitsubishi Shogun 3.5 V6: 
£39,995. Top Shogun has all the 
equipment but not much of 
the style. It’s very capable 
off-road, though 

Toyota Land cruiser Colorado 
3.4 VJfc £34,440. Same story as 
with the Shogun. The Jeep is a 
far more desirable proposition 
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Go back to your roots 

Want a break from the rat race? Then how about becoming a landowner. By Fiona Brandhorst 
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Four-year-old Eve O’Brien prepares to feed the fairies in the wood her parents bought and named after her 


F requent trips down 
the A21 from London 
to Kent led the 
O'Brien family to 
make an unusual 
addition to their prop- 
erty portfolio just 
| over a year aga Intrigued by boards 
| advertising woodlands for sale, 
Carol and Nigel called up the num- 
her on their mobile, expecting to find 
the cost way beyond their reach. 

I But after visiting on an open day, 

they were hooked. “It was a case of 
want want want" remembers 
Carol who was pleased to find that 
the other owners they met were not 
■'snotty aristocrats”. 

The O’Briens’ land comprises II 
acres of broadleaved woodland sur- 
rounding one acre of south-faring 
grassland with an open view, and it 
cost just over £24,000. Were they ner- 
vous about their investment? “Tve 
always had a bee in my bonnet 
about our daughter; Eve, growing up 
I in a central London maisonette 
■ without a garden,” says CaroL 
I “Tb upgrade to an address near 
us with a garden would cost a lot 
more. If we can’t have a garden, why 
P>t a wood where we can learn about 
nature together? It sounds like a 
cliche, but it’s our wonderful little 
haven of tranquillity." 

The O’Briens took out a person- 
al loan to buy their wood. “It was the 


first time the bank had lent on 
woodland, and they were very in- 
terested in the idea; even my solic- 
itor bad never come across it but it 
was a fairly routine process." 

They try to. visit every weekend; 
but can you maintain woodland on. 
.a part-time basis? English Nature 
and the Forestry Commission have 
been helpful, and the O'Briens made 
contact with locals and other wood- 
land owners who help with jobs 
such as coppicing (in return for the 
timber) or making paths. 

“There’s a great support sys- 
tem, we’ve learnt so much already.” 
says Carol who keeps a diary of the 
seasonal changes in the wood so as 
not to miss out on anything from 
year to year. “The bluebells should 
be out in a few weeks, and they really 
are breathtaking.” 

Split ownership of land has meant 
that hunts have to gain permission 
from more people to cross their land. 
It is also a chance for anti-hunting 
supporters to realty have some say. 
Carol had a phone call from the 
leader of a hunt wanting to cross her 
wood. “He was very courteous,” 
she says, “but I bad no her'tation in 
refusing him permission ” 

Over the past 50 years, half of 
Britain's broadleaved woodlands 
have disappeared and been replaced 
by conifer plantations, agriculture 
and other developments. The spread 
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of Dutch elm disease has also 
contributed to the decline. 

The O'Briens bought their wood 
from Wbodlands FbrSaie, started by 
Angus Hanton in 1988 when the 
“great storm” was still fresh in peo- 
ple's minds. He was looking for a 
small wood to buy for his family’s 
enjoyment but ended up buying 10Q 
acres of woodland in Kent with a 
view to selling lots on to others. 

“Having found it difficult to find 
a wood ourselves, we wanted to try 


‘If we can ’t have a house 
with a garden, why not a 
wood where we can learn 
about nature together ? ' 

to make it easier for other family 
buyers.” says Mr Hanton. whose 
company now has about 1.000 acres 
of woodland for sale in Sussex, 
Kent, Surrey. Cornwall Devon and 
west Wedes. “It’s not a cash-gener- 
ating business.” he adds. “It’s o im- 
policy to give people more choice. 
Any profits are reinvested." 

In this way Mr Hanton and his co- 
manager Richard Scholfield are 
able to justify carrying out some 
work on the woods before selling 
them on. u We cut paths and dear 


MOTORING 


Publications 


fallen trees to give people a better 
idea.** He stresses that you don’t 
need any specialist knowledge. 
Being “enthusiastic, open-minded 
and taking the many sources of 
free advice" is a good start 

Buying woodland is. however not 
a money-spinning investment Plan- 
ning laws restrict the use of wood- 
lands. Camping is allowed but 
limited to 28 days a year, as is clay 
pigeon shooting. The only buildings 
permitted - for storing tools and 
timber - are size-restricted. 

TVpical woodland owners are a 
couple with young children buying 
to have some fun on their own piece 
ofland where the children can realty 
be at home and where they can do 
their bit for conservation. “It's an 
alternative to an extension on their 
house or a new car." says Mr Han- 
ton. whose own parents bought 
their first woodland more than 40 
years ago. “It's not just a feeling of 
ownership, it’s the flexibility - plant- 
ing trees, creating paths and gath- 
ering around the camp fire.” 

Most of Woodlands For Sale’s 
lots are from six to 15 acres and cost 
from £15.000, the most popular being 
within a two-hour drive of London. 

Stags, the West Country-based 
estate agent, also has a number of 
woods for sale, including Woodcroft 
Copse, a small woodland in an area 
of outstanding natural beauty near 


Chris Eades 


Honiton. in east Devon. It covers less 
than an acre alongside a quiet lane 
and including frontage to the river 
Wolf Shooting and bunting rights are 
included in the guide price of £5,000. 
David FUrsdon, of Stags, believes 
owning woods is a “romantic thing”. 

"People want woods for different- 
reasons: walking, painting, bird- 
watching, camping, making char- 
coal. Small woods up to 20 acres 
should hold their value.” 

Fbr a more community- based 
idea. The Woodland Trust’s cam- 
paign Woods on Your Doorstep has 
created 120 areas of woodland since 
its launch last year. 

There is still time for members of 
the public to suggest sites from one 
to 20 acres within walking distance 
of where people live. If suitable, they 
will be purchased by the trust with 
the help of a £6.5m grant from the 
Millennium Commission, although 
local fundraising is expected to 
meet half the cost of the wood. 

The O’Briens have renamed then- 
wood Eve Wood, to the delight of 
their four-vear-old daughter who 
leaves buns and sweets For the 
woodland fairies. Carol is constantly 
making new discoveries. “Our wood 
is big enough to be interesting but 
not too big to be unmanageable." 

Woodlands For Sale: 01435 S83360. 
www.woodlands.co.uk ; English 
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A tender moment - but money matters can turn things nasty if 
the relationship ends Chris Waft 

Gay owners 
told to put 
it in writing 

Documenting who owns what can save 


much heartache - and money - if the 


couple later part. By Robert Liebman 


ONE IN a cluster of jokes familiar 
among lesbians begins with the 
question: what does a lesbian do 
on the second date? Answer, 
move in. 

But moving into someone 
else’s home, or buying a proper- 
ty together, involves moving into 
someone’s life. Stakes are high 
both emotionally and financially, 
yet often the money ride of things 
is poorly documented or not for- 
malised at all 

Judith Burton, a solicitor 
whose firm has a large number of 
gay and lesbian clients, recalls a 
couple who bought a property in 
the Eighties as joint tenants, 
which meant that they owned it 
equally even though one of the two 
had paid 90 per cent of the pur- 
chase price. 

They had a bitter split a few 
years later; and the one who had 
contributed less insisted on re- 
ceiving her half-share of the prop- 
erty value. “It went to court, and 
the original owner had lose tfie be- 
cause her former partner was 
legally aided. They settled at 40 
per cent It took years to resolve 
and was very costly." 

Another woman bought a prop- 
erty for herself and for her part- . 
ner as tenants in common, an 
arrangement in which the own- 
ership can be in unequal shares 
- 90/10, for example, or 60/40 - and 
which can be declared in writing. 

“This couple did not specify the 
ownership percentages, and, after 
they split up, the one who had pro- 
vided most of the money was the 
one who moved out,” say’s Ms 
Burton. And, although she was no 
longer living there, “she was 
afraid of her home being 
repossessed, so she is still paying 
the mortgage”. 

The less well-off partner can be 
the one who finds herself ex- 
ploited. or who feels ill-used, es- 
pecially if she is upwardly mobile. 

Not uncommonly, lesbian part- 
ners make formal arrangements 
in which one contributes less 
than the other; and owns corre- 
spondingly that much less. 

“Over the years her income 
increases, and she starts to 
contribute more, but they don’t 
modify their original agreement 
to take account of the higher pay- 
ments. If they split up, the agree- 
ment still records her as owning 
less than should be the case," says 
Anya Palmer: of the Stonewall 
Housing Association. 

In Ms Burton's view, many 
couples almost invite later trau- 
ma by neglecting to make dear ' 
arrangements at the outset. “And 
these situations are not unique to 
lesbians. They also apply to gay 
men and to heterosexual non- 
married couples. 

“The main issues when les- 
bians are buying or living to- 
gether involve the right of 
occupation, the right to inherit and 
the division of net proceeds in the 
event of a split or the death of one 
of them. 

“If the couple were married, 
both would automatically have 
rights to occupy and inherit Be- 
cause lesbians are not and can- 
not be legally married, if the 
owner decides to throw her part- 
ner out the partner has no auto- 
matic right to occupation.’’ says 
Ms Burton. 

Although frank discussions of 
money matters are not easy for 
many people, especially at the 


beginning of a new relationship, 
clarity at the outset can ward off 
ugly disputes later 

When Ms Burton acts for the 
purchaser, “at the time of pur- 
chase, I ask: ‘Do you want your 
partner to have a right under a 
contract, or declaration of trust, 
or a deed to give her the right to 
occupy?’ We can draw up a deed 
protecting her or you can leave 
it up to trust law to intervene and 
say whether or not she has a right 
to occupy the property at the ap- 
propriate time”. 

Leaving things to chance can 
be problematic. For example, if 
one of the partners in a tenancy 
in common were to die, “even if 
her partner has the right to oc- 
cupy the property, in theory she 
could suddenly be occupying the 
property with her partner's par- 
ents." This is, admittedly, ex- 
tremely unlikely. “but the parents 


‘When one couple split 
up, the one who paid 
most of the money was 
the one forced to move' 


or trustee could force a sale by ob- 
taining a declaration from the 
court that the property should be 
sold," says Ms Burton. 

A comprehensive range of is- 
sues needs to be taken into ac- 
count Ms Burton advises 
lesbians, whether buying togeth- 
er or moving in to a property 
owned by a new partner; to put key 
decisions in writing. 

“You can spell out ‘outgoings' 
- not just the mortgage but also 
the cost of repairs to the property 
bills for gas and electricity and 
water and structural alterations. 
If one partner wants to leave, does 
the other have the option to buy 
out the share, and in what time- 
frame?” She also suggests that, 
to avoid costly solicitors’ fees, the 
partners agree to settle disputes 
by arbitration, 

Craig Lind, a lecturer in law at 
the University of Wales at Aberys- 
twyth. says: “People in gay rela- 
tionships often incorrectly 
assume that, because the law 
does not recognise their rela- 
tionships, they can’t acquire 
rights in each other's property.” 

He notes that “a lesbian can 
acquire an equitable share in 
property’ amounting to shared 
ownership by. for example, paying 
some household expenses if those 
payments enable her partner to 
pay the mortgage. Some people 
even contribute mortgage pay- 
ments but tend to think of it as 
rent and of themselves as lodgers, 
but with no rights ” 

Another problem area arises 
when couples present themselves 
just as housemates and attempt 
to conceal the romantic side of 
their relationship. 

“Couples really should ’come 
out 1 , at least to their solicitors.” 
advises Ms Burton. “Otherwise 
they may be wrongly advised 
That is partly why we are now 
seeing a lot of cases - these are 
people who have received the 
wrong advice in the past” 

Judith Burton & Co solicitors : 
0171-131 0048; Stonewall 0171-359 
5767; Craig Lind; 01970 62 2731 
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Hot Spot 

Stroud Green, north London 


Obscure area of desire 


S troud Green is an area 
of north London whose 
identity and reputation 
do not extend much be- 
yond its own borders. 
Obscure it may be, but 
it has solid transporta- 
tion links and illustrious neighbours 
- a potent combination ibr rising 
property values. 

Stroud Green is a residential en- 
clave surrounded by Finsbury Park, 
Holloway, Crouch End, Hornsey and 
Harringay The station at Finsbury 
Park serves two Underground lines 
(Piccadilly and Victoria) and two dis- 
tinct rail lines: one provides direct con- 
nections to the City, and the other is 
a main line linking Kings Gross to 
Cambridge and other north-east des- 
tinations. The bus ter minal at Fins- 
bury Park connects with bus routes 
which fen out in all directions. 

Most sections of Stroud Green in- 
volve a train and bus journey, but the 
bus service is frequent, and the area 
is fairly convenient for the City and 
West End. It is consequently attract- 
ing spillover from Islington and im- 
mediate neighbour Crouch End 
The area's many period houses 
have mostly been converted, but a sig- 
nificant number remain intact, includ- 
ing five-bedroom and the occasional 
six-bedroom property. Stroud (keen 
thus attracts growing families as well 
as singles and childless couples. 

The streets on and near Mount 
View Road are the most sought-after 
and the most expensive, with prices 
topping £400.000. Prices drop precip- 
itously on other roads. Three-bedroom 
houses in reasonable condition are 
available for less than £150,000. Decent 
two-bedroom flats in period conver- 
sions on attractive streets sell for less 
than £100,000, and ex-council and stu- 
dio flats in converted houses sell for 
less than £50,000. 

“Stroud Green is getting city pro- 
fessionals with children, who decide 
that instead of a flat or small house 
in Islington, it is worth going a half-mile 
north for a character three- or four- 
bedroom house for the same price," 
says Geoff Ved gen of Bairstow Eves. 
“The schools are surprising good, es- 
pecially up to age 11, and then the 
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families move to Crouch End or 
MuswellHilL" 

The area's bousing infrastructure 
is benefiting from gentrificatfon. David 
Copes take, managing director of 
David Philips estate agents, believes 
that “the schools have been improv- 
ing because the area has been im- 
proving. Ten years ago, many 
properties here were neglected. Now. 
there are more owner- occupiers and 
they take better care of their homes. 
There are no more Ford Cortinas in 
the front garden.’' 

The council estates have also im- 
proved - “even Holly Park, which 
used to have a bad reputation and is 
now fine," says Mr Copestake. “Holly 
Park is still mostly council tenants. In 
other estates, the ratio of council ten- 
ants has gone from 90 per cent to 40 
per cent Communal areas are dean, 
and the blocks well maintained." 

Stroud Green has some purpose- 
built modern houses and blocks of 
fiats, especially near Manor House, 
along with an occasional church con- 
version or other unusual dwelling. In 
the main, though, period properties 
predominate 

Property hunters shouldn't auto- 
matically write off past or current rail 
lines. Finsbury Park and Alexandra 
Park used to be connected by a rail line 
which, now trackless, is Parkland 
Walk, a nature reserve. It can lend a 
genuinely rustic ambience to gar- 
dens lucky enough to back onto it 

Even the currently active rail line 
serving Crouch Hill station is benign. 
It is lightly used, although goods 
trains also travel the line. 

ROBERT UEBMAN 
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Stroud Green boasts period properties, a nature walk (top) and two large parks nearby 


PhilMeech 


Prices: “Prices have gone up 
since January,” reports James 
Ballard of Winkworth. “Many 
properties become available, but 
there is a rapid turnover." Five- 
bedroom houses sell for £300,000 
or more unless they need a great 
deal of work, when they can go for 
as little as £175,000. 

Properties: Bairstow Eves is 
currently asking £315,000 for a 
three-storey corner properly with 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 



THE LOW-DOWN 


a separate fiat on each floor; each 
vacant. Last winter; a similar 
house with seven units was on the 
market Well used and much 
abused over the years, these 
investment properties generally 
require major refurbishment and 
can be converted again into one- 
family premises. 

Transport: Finsbury Park Station 
is in Zone 2. The rail line into the 
city stops at Old Street and 


Moorgate. From the bus depot at 
Finsbury Park station, the W7 
proceeds along Stroud Green 
Road to Crouch End, and the W3 
turns onto Stapleton Hall Road 
and reaches much of Stroud Green 
via Fferme Park Road. The 210 
turns in the other direction, 
toward Archway and the Islington 
part of Stroud Green. Crouch Hill 
station is on the littie-used but still 
chugging Barking-Gospel Oak line. 


Shopping and dining: Crouch 
End is top-heavy with restaurants, 
but supermarket shopping means 
a trek to Green Lanes or die Wood 
Green shopping centre. 

Council: Most of Stroud Green is 
in Haringey; Band D council tax is 
£898. Band D in Islington is £912. 

A council porkie? The Haringey 
Guide claims that, in addition to 
birds, bats, and foxes. Parkland 
Walk is home to muntjac deer. 


What a relief! Seven external wall 
panels on a former dairy now 
adorn a bar/restaurant “It cost 
the brewer a fortune, and it’s a big 
crowd puller to the area," says 
David Copestake. Otherwise, the 
extraordinary exterior on the 
increasingly derelict building 
faced an uncertain future. 

Estate agents: Bairstow Eves. 
0181-809 5050: David Philips, 0171- 
686 7676; Winkworth, 0181-342 9999. 
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self building? 

% renovating? 

converting? extending? 
...you'll need an 

ASBA architect 
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ASBA. Bniam's target nf twork 
of archiieos who veciall^ m 
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Design, Planning Advice. 
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Building Regulations, Listed 
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Building Work. Tendering. 
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Project Management 
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members nationwide 
freephone 0800387310 
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I Wanted 


LANWSnB - without Planning 
P e rmission but with posable development 
p ot ential. Preferably in or on the edge of 
vlllage/town/eny locations in Cheshire & North 
West (but all areas within the UK considered). 

We are prepared to take all the costs & risks in 
obtaining permission. Our planning consultants 
are experts. We are Interested in any land, from 
small parcels to significant acreage. 
Brownfield, difficult, nuisance, problem, redundant 
8 bad neighbour sites all considered. 

We are particularly Interest e d in land that either has 
no planning history or where planning consent has 
been refused - or where a permission may be enhanced. 

PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS & ANY PLANNING 
HISTORY DETAILS [WITHOUT OBLIGATION} TO: 

V 

GOLDFINCH 

Land Brokers & Planning Promotion 
GoMSndi (Projects) Ltd, 

Elston. West Road, Weawstiam. Chester* CWB 3HH. 

TW: 01928 787800 Fax: 01 60S 854223 
Web: tapflwwwiwmecw.uk/ h omc ffi n A him 



Tb Let 


SELLING YOUR PROPERTY? THIS 
ADVERT WOULD ONLY COST 
YOU £56.40 (INCL. VAT) FOR 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. 
INTERESTED’ CALL, THE PROP- 
ERTY TEAM ON 01 71 293 2302 


East. Anglia 


FREE - Abbons 40 page fun colour 
Homaflndor Brochure. 100's of 
properties T/out Norfolk 6 Sul. 
loft. C2S.OOQ W C$00,000. T«. 
01284769626 

BEAUTIFUL 1870'S CORNER col- 
lage situated in rolling country- 
side on the PllWngion Estate. 
Only lOmtns drive Hrtctan. 
25tnlns Kings Cross. 2 x bed- 
rooms, potential far 3rd bed (sub- 
tea pm) latched pine doors, 
shipped floors, kitchen, new 
bathroom, sitting .oom. with 
pieny garden £129.500 caS Mar- 
tin 01462708664 


Ireland 


CRANBROOK 

Kent 

Large family house, 

6 bedrooms, 2.5 acres. 

£440,000 ono. 

Tel; 01580 712683 


FOR SALE 
COUNTY LOUTH, IRELAND 
18 ROLE GOLF COURSE - PAR 72 - WOO YARDS 
ON APPROXIMATELY 100 ACRES OF LAND 
! WITH CHARMING COUNTRY RESIDENCE 
TOGETHER WITH 
CLUBHOUSE, RESTAURANT BAR 

Thu; pay and play enure is atfiliaicd » the Golfing Linton id Inland 
and W3s designed hy iniL-nnikinalh roinwrxd Archil cos and has 
commanding fivLtfular view nf Count n-dde. 

StXTLij Owing* eaicrcd fur. Given Fvo civ. 

Also (Menial dvtvlnprra.-ni far self catenae me. 

Further details Inun:- 

N HARDY A CO. LTD. M.IAVi. AUCTIONEERS A VALUERS USDOO. 
NEWRY RftAD. DUNDALK. CD. LOUTH. IRELAND - p boa: 35531 


North of t he River 


FTTZJAMES AVE 
WM 

Spacious Luxurious 3/ 4 
Bedroom FUi Double , 2 
Bathrooms Urt/ Porter, 

Funcshcd/Unfumijhcd 
fuCO t«'Td 0171 602 
9000 

Savill&globaliin.a? 


HAMPSTEAD 

Duplex Garden Flat. 

Double bedroom, lounge. 

khchen. shower, newly 
decorated, between hearti 
and village. Professional 
person. non-smoker preferred. 

C375 p.w. 

Cleaner provided and garden 
maintained. 

Tel: 0171 435 2735 


London Property 


S&LWG YOUR PROPERTY? THIS 
ADVERT WOULD ONLY COST 
YOU £56.40 |INCL VAT) FOR 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. 
INTERESTED? CALL THE PROP- 
ERTY ieAMONOi7I S3 2302 


New and one owner Holiday Homes. 
The beach moments from your patio 
door. Full central beating. From £8000 
Approx 2 hours from Manchester, 
Liverpool & Birmingham. 


Bock HoBday War Mat POMftyM, CwrorSso, Worth Wales LL54 SET 



Lincolnshire 


LINCOLNSHIRE 

WOLDS 

Attractive 'Royal' village 



Georgian firm house. 5 
bed. large fciichcn with 
ingicnouk. reception 
room, simng room, dining 
room, bathroom, separate 
shower room. large 
garden, cottage, stables, 
bam adjoining meadow, 
schoob shops locally 

£178,000 

Tel: 01790 763 676 


To advertise in this section 
please call the 

’roperty Team on 0171 293 2302, 


North of the River 


Architect's Camden Sq. 

Fully Furnished, self 
contained .studio flat fur 
one person. 

Ouiel sunny studio galley, 
kitchen, bathroom and 
shower, newly decorated. 
Frrc street parking. 
£140 p.w. 

0171 485 9679 


SE1 ■ 30 metre* to river 
behind Portp i n 

Sunny Tower Budge Caring 
studio with wperae 
dmingtodroom area, kitchen 
and bathroom. Sliding Door Id 
ading windows, within 
prrstii’ous dcvriopiuenl with 
24 hr porterage. 

£155.000 

Can 0171 613 3172 


VENT SPACIOUS Semi famish cd 
una bedroom flat ono sheet from 
Fuffum Broadway stadon. G.C.H, 
two place. Exirotnely flood value 
In wonderful location £135000 
COP Wiliam on 01016780633. 


Scotland 


SINGLE PERSON ACCOM In Irg 
country house CH 2 XW eosh only 
enquiries on G1434 634099. 


Surrey 


OXTED, SURREY 

5 hed U/F house. 3 baih. 
3 rca-p. filled kitchen, 
utility room, conservatory. 

large garden, double 
garage. Near imn. siaiion 
and Gatwick. £2400 pern. 
Phone: Martin & Co 

01293 406161 


Sussex 


Eastbourne 



DoulIbL fur hue CCII, ipid 

Ukl Twv aiti, oniaiK t* -Jay.. 

«jfn«il: life* ikafck 
bip tutknam. ‘co.xftj kriri. 
Ihusdi UdUK 

'Wfl'uiWrtf. '<1 up a- mull 
■MitSiilul iuwt* fallen nil bsetsIbiiK 

£105,000 niLii 
Tel: 01323 410502 


THRF.E TO VIEW 

IN THE MONEY 



PENNY COTTAGE in Plesbey, Essex *Jl®^ ut 200 years 
old but got its name as recently as 1972 when, during 
renovation, a 19th-century penny was found. ^ .. 

The threehedroom house has a split personality. .. 
From the street it looks like the other penod houses m 
the village, but the addition at the back u^ udes *’ .. 

coveredporch and redbrick-based bay window. Grade 
fl listed, the cottage has an oak stripped floor m the . ■ 
sittiiigroom, refitted 17^" kitchen with hmed-oak umts, 
NrffOTen and hob, and a detached double garage with 
a stairway to an 18ft office above. Offers around 
£185.000, details from Trembath Welch (01371 872117). 



THIS HALF-timbered period house in The Mint, in Rye, 
East Sussex, is in the middle of the ancient Cinque Port 
town. From the panelled oak front doon walk into the 
20ft drawing room with a ceiling height of around 8' 6”, 
heavy timber fr aming and an African slate floor 
There is a 20ft dining kitchen with full-height 
diamond-leaded doors to the rear terrace and gardens, 

wine shelves and white tiled surfaces. There are two 
bedrooms, study *with access to a roof garden) and a 
bathroom on the first floor, with the main bedroom on 
the second. Offers around £230,000 to Phillips & Stubbs 
101797253323). 



p IFp 

I •- L_ ‘ 


THIS STONE cottage in West Bank, Winstei; IS minutes 7 
drive from Matlock in the Peak District, has had r- ’ 

considerable renovation work done, but needs finishing 
off. Formerly two houses, it now has three bedrooms, 
the biggest of which has an original open fireplace with 
cast-iron hearth, dining room with a white Rayburn, • 
and bathroom with Victorian bath with ball-and-dawfeet 
There are stone outhouses, a garage and a workshop. 
£125.000, details from Fidler-Tayior <01629 814040). 

Rosalind Russell 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Greece 



- Stylish studios, apartments and limuy villas for sale 
O Superb facilities include swimming pool and tennis court 
0 Unsurpassed quality 
0 Prices start from only £39,000 


PHONE NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE 


Selling Agent: Brian A. French Associates, 6 Fleet Road, London X \Y3 2Qs| 

Tel: 0171 284 0114 ♦ Fax: 0171 424 9144 



SEA SIDE VILLA In Smart Tbwn. 
Port Pilvaio/Part Lotting Accom. 
Cl 20,000 tel Qifloe 456280 


FREE MAGAZINFS 
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FRE NCH P ROPERTY 
EXHIBITION 

7TH-9TH MAY 1999 ^ 

F1U. I! 90 AM TO M0 PM SAT 1000 AM TOfQO PV H.V 10. W AAI Tn 'JXk l-u 

PAVILIONS OF HARROGATE. GREAT TORKSHTBr 
SHOWGROUND. HARROGATE, N ORTO iSg 
or=o | ’ni h raEsmi wonuri mews l. u,,Ur, .frr~ , ^ 
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Italy 
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border 

Lropcrtic- for vl [ 
by rcMdcnt 
British o\vn<.T> 
tel: 019(15 3S152" 
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